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Who’s Who in this Issue
'David Cheney

BO R N  in M a rlb o ro u g h , M assach u 
se tts , th e  so n  o f  th e  R e v . G e o rg e  

H a m lin e  an d  E le a n o r  (R o b in s o n )  
C h en ey, o f  th e  te n th  g e n e ra tio n  o f  
C h en eys in  A m e rica . T h e  a u th o r ’s 
th ird -g re a t-g ra n d fa th e r  W il l ia m  w as  
a M in u te m a n  w h o  serv ed  u n d e r  P u t
n am  an d  w as k illed  a t  B u n k e r  H ill.

D a v id  C h en ey  so ld  his first sh o rt  
s to ry  to  o ld  St. Nicholas Magazine 
w h en M a ry  M ap es  D o d g e  w as e d ito r ,  
w h ile  h e  w as a  s tu d e n t in  C lin to n  
H ig h  S c h o o l; se rv ed  th e  o ld  N ew  
B e d fo rd  Standard f o r  m a n y  y ears  as 
r e p o r te r  an d  f e a tu re -s to ry  w rite r , and  
co n trib u te d  to  le a d in g  S u n d ay  n ew s
p ap ers  an d  m ag azin es. In  W o r ld  
W a r  I ,  h e  w as se n t b y  th e  A m e rica n  
" Y ”  to  I ta ly , w h e re  h e  w as e d ito r  o f  
th e  official o r g a n  in  I ta ly  an d  e n 
g a g e d  in  in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n sh ip  
w o rk . W h i le  in  B o lo g n a , h e  w as sent 
to  th e  a n c ie n t U n iv e rs ity  o f  B o lo g n a  
to  im p ro v e  h is  I ta lia n , an d  stu d ied  
a rch e o lo g y , w h ich , w ith  his w o rk  a t  
H a r v a r d  C o lle g e  u n d e r  th e  la te  D r .  
R o la n d  B . D ix o n , re su lte d  la te r  in  
his w ritin g  h is to r ic a l ro m a n c e s  o f  
th e  a n c ie n t M e d ite rra n e a n  w o rld .

H e  ta u g h t E n g lish  co m p o sitio n  at 
T u f ts  C o lle g e , u p o n  his re tu rn  to  
th is  c o u n try , an d  la te r  A d v a n ce d  
E n g lish  C o m p o sitio n  a t  H a r v a r d  C o l
leg e . D u rin g  his la t te r  te a c h in g , he  
h ead ed  th e  co u rse  in  A d v a n c e d  E n g 
lish  C o m p o sitio n , u n d e r  au sp ices o f  
C o lleg es  o f  G re a te r  B o s to n , g iv e n  in  
th e  B o s to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry . H e  w as a 
p io n eer in  r a d io  b ro a d c a s tin g ; g a v e  
th e  first tra v e l-le c tu re  series  e v er  
g iv e n  o v e r  th e  a ir , f ro m  o ld  S ta tio n  
W G I , A m r a d ; an d  o r ig in a te d , w h ile  
o n  th e  fa cu lty  o f  T u f ts ,  co lle g e -  
sp o n so red  lectu res . H is  h is to rica l  
ro m an ces  h av e  b een  w id ely  used  as 
c o lla te ra l  re a d in g  in  sch o o ls  and  
co lleg es .

D a v id  C h en ey ’s w o rk s  in c lu d e :  
" T h e  G o ld e n  G o b lin ,”  a  f a n ta s y ;  
"S o n  o f  M in o s ,” n o w  in  a n e w  ed i
tio n , an d  s till a liv e  a f te r  fifteen  y ears  
—th e  first o f  th e  C re ta n  T r i lo g y ;  
"T r e a s u re  o f  T y r o n ,” th e  seco n d  in 
th e  tr i lo g y  ( B L U E  B O O K , Ja n u a ry , 
1 9 4 5 ) ;  an d  " T h e  B ro n z e  W a r r io r ,” 
in  th is  issue, th e  la s t ;  an d  "B o w  
S trin g s ,”  a  ta le  o f  T w e lf th  C en tu ry  
E n g la n d . H e  h as a lso  f o r  y ears  been  
w o rk in g  o n  a  m o n u m e n ta l d ic tio n a ry  
o f  th e  ideas o f  o u r  la n g u a g e —a b o ok  
in ten d ed  to  serv e  as a n  a u th o r ’s g u id e  
to  th e  r ig h t  w o rd . M a r r ie d ; tw o  
d a u g h te rs , b o th  m a rrie d , an d  th re e  
g ra n d so n s , a g e d  f ro m  o n e  to  fo u r .

'Patrick Vincent
LT . V I N C E N T  w as b o rn  M a rch  17 , 

‘ 1 9 1 7 , tw e n ty  days b e fo re  o u r  en 
tr y  in to  th e  first W o r ld  W a r ,  b u t he  
w as a m p ly  re p re se n te d  by his fa th e r , 
L t . C o l. C h a rle s  R . V in c e n t. H is  
a d o le sce n t y ears  w e re  th o se  o f  a n o r 
m a l A m e rica n  b o y . H e  p rep p ed  a t 
F ra n c is  P a rk e r  in  C h ica g o , w h ere  he  
ca p ta in e d  th e  fo o tb a ll team , an d  at 
th e  R a w lin g  S ch o o l, R a w lin g , N ew  
Y o r k . H e  m a tricu la te d  a t D en n iso n  
U n iv e rsity  in  O h io . H e  w as a B e ta  
T h e ta  P i a n d  w o n  d istin ctio n  as an  
en d  o n  th e  f o o tb a ll v arsity . In  th e  
n ew sp ap er b a llo tin g  f o r  th e  A ll-S ta r  
T e a m , h e  w as g iv e n  3 8 9 ,0 0 0  vo tes . 
H e  h elp ed  to  p ay  his w ay  th ro u g h  
c o lle g e  by sp en d in g  his su m m ers as a 
L ife  G u a rd  o n  C h ica g o  beach es.

L t . V in c e n t w as co m m issio n ed  in  
M a rch  ’4 1  an d  sp en t u n til M a rch  ’4 4  
a b o a rd  th e  U .S .S . Washington. H e  
w as th e n  assig n ed  th e  Missouri, se rv 
in g  as  a ir  d efen se  officer u n til  N o 
v em b er ’44, w h en  h e  w as s trick en  
w ith  in fa n tile  p ara ly sis . T re a te d  by  
th e K e n n y  m e th o d  used  officially  by  
th e N a v y , h e  re co v e re d  co m p le te ly , 
an d  jo in e d  th e  Minneapolis in  Ju n e ,  
’4 5 .

Horace 'Bryan
W A S  b o rn  in  w estern  A rk an sas  in  
1 9 0 8 . M y  f a th e r  w as a co a l-m in e r, 

an d  so w ere  m y b r o th e r s ; an d  so w as  
I. M y  firs t r e g u la r  jo b , h o w e v e r , w as  
f a rm in g ; f ro m  tw elv e  to  s ix te e n , I 
w as c h ie f  p lo w h a n d , p e a -p ick e r, an d  
s p ro u t-c u tte r  o n  o u r  f o r ty  acres . T h a t  
fa rm  w as a  w ay  F a th e r  h a d  o f  k eep 
in g  us b o ys o u t o f  m j«ch ief u n til  we 
w ere-stx tcen , w h e n  w e s ta r te d  d ig g in g  
c o a l. I ’v e  w o rk e d  a t  a b o u t a  d o zen  
d ifferen t tra d e s  an d  p ro fessio n s , bu t 
w o u ld n ’t  c la im  to  be an  e x p e r t  a t  any  
o f  th e m , e x c e p t m in in g  a n d  ships. 
I g o t  in  th e  M e rch a n t M a rin e , o n e  
ju m p  a h ead  o f  m y D r a f t  B o a r d —o u t  
o f  th e  sk ille t in to  th e  f ire !

M y  w ritin g s ?  W e l l ,  m y first sto ries  
I to ld  to  m y  m u les, b ack  o n  th e  fa rm . 
T h o s e  w e re  b y  f a r  th e  b est s to ries  I ’ve  
e v e r  d o n e . S in ce, I ’ve  su cceed ed  in  
se llin g  a b o u t fifteen  s to ries  to  m a g a 
zin es th a t  c o u ld n ’t  d o  a n y  b ette r .

I ’m  m a rr ie d , a n d  h av e  a th ree -y ear-  
o ld  d a u g h te r ;  w h en  sh o w n  a p ictu re  
o f  m e , a n d  ask ed  w h o  i t  w as, she  
in sisted  th a t  i t  w as o n ly  " a  m a n .”  
W h e n  sh e  saw  a  m a g a z in e  p ictu re  
o f  C la rk  G a b le  in  a  lo v e-scen e  w ith  
H e d y  L a m a r r , she b e g a n  sh o u tin g  
w ild ly , " D a d d y — D a d d y — D a d d y !”

IWWITI*
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Rea der s ’ C o m m e n t*
All This and Cartoons Too?

IF 1 were to write you and let you 
know that /  got a big kick out of 
the mule story in the November 

Blue Book, learned some lessons from 
F r a y  L u is  that will perhaps stay with 
me for the rest of my life, took a real 
liking for “what a guy" B ig  J i m  T u r 
n e r ,  and was happy that L e n  and 
M a r y a  got hooked up, and had a little 
bambino, it would probably be just 
about what 9 5 % ,  at least, of the read
ers might tell you.

But—when I say that to my.mind, a 
half-dozen snappy cartoons, spread out 
through the magazine, would be a 
wQrth-while improvement, I must ad
mit it may be just one man's opinion.

D.B.

He Tripped Over a Gun

Blue Book was not far into volume 
three when we two youngsters 
were introduced. Since then, I 

have missed but a very few of the de
lightful monthly meetings and always 
with regret. No periodical l know has 
consistently maintained so high p 
standard of reader appeal and so rich
ly varied a fiction content, for so long 
a time.

/  preferred the old format. It 
slipped snugly into a coat pocket and 
stayed there, no matter how carelessly 
the coat was flung about, and it could 
be held upright and open, in one 
hand.

Perhaps you will forgive this one 
little carp! When, if ever, will writers 
for men learn that an automatic pistol, 
be it Luger, Colt or any other make, 
is n o t  a revolver. (See, “Will It Hap
pen," November issue, Page 21.)

However, although you let me trip 
over a miscalled gun, I shall continue 
to read B lue Book, for the never-fail
ing enjoyment it affords.

Robert M. Shurtz.

Tired of W ar

KFTER thirty years of adventuring 
j  \  in my own back yard, I now 

L  1  bang my way around the world 
in Blue Book’s many lands, and be
lieve me, many of those stories could 
and did happen to me. But I’m awful 
tired of war in any form, so lets put 
the three tough Sergeants into civilian 
clothes; they want a change as well 
as we do.

“Army Mule” by Fairfax Downey is 
an exception, in that it reminds me of 
the colorful life of the early settlers. 
Hoping to spend many more pleasant 
evenings with B lue Book.

Larry Homant.
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A mos Sm ith  sa t o n  th e  e d g e  o l h is  
/ %  b ed . H e  s t r u c k  a l ig h t  a n d

f — %  lo o k e d  a t  th e  c lo c k . I t w as
1 m  e ig h t  m in u te s  a l t e r  tw o . 

A m o s  s m ile d . H e  w as p le a s e d ; h e  
w h is tle d  a p a r t  o f  a tu n e  h e ’d  h e a r d  
s o m e w h e r e  w h e n  h e  w as a boy.

H is  g e t t in g  u p  h a d  d is tu r b e d  h is  
w ife . S h e  a sk e d  h im  w h a t w as th e  
m a tte r .

A m o s  h e s ita te d . H e  se e m e d  p u z 
z le d , a n d  th e n  h e  s a id :

“ I d o n ’t  k n o w .”
M rs . S m ith  w a s  o f te n  a n n o y e d  a t  

th e  th in g s  A m o s  d id ; a n d  s h e  w as a n 
n o y e d  n o w .

“B u t .” sh e  s a id , "w hy d id  y o u  g e t  
u p ? ”

A m o s  r u b b e d  h is  c h in ,  a n d  c o n 
s id e r e d .

“ I t  w as a k in d  o f  p e c u l ia r  th in g ,”  
h e  s a id . "I th o u g h t  s o m e th in g  h a d  
h a p p e n e d .”

H is  w ife  sn iffed .
“ Y o u ’r e  a lw a y s  h e a r in g  n o is e s ,"  sh e  

sa id  im p a t ie n t ly .
“ T h i s  w a s n ’t  a  n o is e ,” A m o s  to ld  

h e r .  " I  c o u l d n ’t  g iv e  a  n a m e  to  it ;

OlLtAbicUedl Juf,
fjoiut rf-ulto+t

2



A timely and deeply moving story by the distinguished author of "Drums in the Dawn,’’ 
"Steps Going Down,” ."Hauling W est” and other famous novels and plays.

by J ohn  T. McIn t y r e

“Maybe you do see something, you ape!" she said. 
“It’s John K. Alcohol,” said the man. “He’s the 
only guy that can make you see things that aint.”

b u t 1 th in k  it w as s o m e th in g  im 
p o r t a n t .”

“ Y o u  lo o k e d  a t  th e  d o c k ;  a n d  th e n  
y o u  b e g a n  to  w h is tle .”

“ 1 k n o w . S o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r  1 
w a n te d  to  m a k e  s u r e  it  w a s  e ig h t m in 
u te s  a f te r  tw o . A n d  w h e n  I saw  it 
w as, 1 f e lt  k in d  o f  g l a d .”

M rs . S m ith  s ta r e d  a i  h im .
“ W e l l ,  o f  a l l  th in g s ! A m o s  S m ith ,  

y o u ’r e  th e  o d d e s t  p e r s o n  I 'v e  e v e r  
k n o w n . W h a t  w o u ld  th e r e  b e  a b o u t  
e ig h t  m in u te s  a f te r  tw o  th a t  w o u ld  
m a k e  a n y o n e  w h is tle ? ”

“ 1 d o n ’t  k n o w .”  -a id  A m o s  s lo w ly , 
“ b u t  it d i d .”

IT  w as th a t  s a m e  m o r n in g ,  in  a  g r e a t  
s te e l  m ill  n e a r  B ir m in g h a m , in  A la 

b a m a .
T h e  p la c e  w as tille d  w ith  d e e p  

g lo o m  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  b lazes  o t  l ig h t.  
N e v in s , h is  b a r e  b o d y  s m u tte d , a n d  
r u n n i n g  w i th  s w e a t, w a tc h e d  th e  h u g e  
c a r r i e r  as  i t  m o v e d  f o r w a r d  tilled  w ith  
m o lte n  m e ta l .  H e  n o te d  th e  d r ip p in g  
o f  r e d ,  s e a r in g  p a r t i c l e s  f r o m  th e  e d g e  
o f  i t ;  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  in s ta n t  sa w  
y o u n g  D a v is  s ta n d in g  m o tio n le s s  in  its  
w a y . h je v in s  s h o u te d . “T h e  b o y  d id  
n o t  s e e m  to  h e a r ;  th e n  th e  m a n  le a p e d  
a t  h im  a n d  d r a g g e d  h im  b a c k  

“ W h a t ’s th e  m a t t e r  w ith  y o u ?”  
s to r m e d  N e v in s . “ Y o u  s to o d  th e r e ,  
a s le e p  o n  y o u r  f e e t !”

D a v is  lo o k e d  a t  h im , h is  fa c e  c a lm ,  
h is  eyes fu ll  o f  s u r p r is e .

“ I. w as a l l * 'r ig h t ,”  h e  s a id . ” 1 w as  
t r y in g  to  r e m e m b e r  s o m e th in g .”

“ T h e  th in g  y o u  o u g h t  to  r e m e m b e r  
is t h a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  a  l i fe  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f .”  
g r o w le d  N e v in s , as  h e  w ip e d  th e  s w e a t  
a n d  g r im e  f r o m  h is  b o d y  a n d  lo o k e d  
a t  th e  y o u th  s c o rn fu lly .

“ I w a s  t r y in g  t o  g e t  s o m e th in g  b a ck  
in to  m y  m in d ,”  s a id  D a v is . “ It w as  
s l ip p in g  a w a y , a n d  I d i d n ’t w a n t to  
lo se  i t .”

N e v in s ’ s c o r n  w as n o w  m o r e  b i t te r  
th a n  b e f o r e .  H e  s a id ;

“ H e r e  y o u  a r e  w i th  a  jo b  to  d o . B u t  
y o u  f o r g e t  th a t .  Y o u  s ta n d  th e r e  tr y 
in g  to  r e m e m b e r  s o m e th in g  th a t  m a y 
b e  h a p p e n e d  m o n t h s  a g o !”

“ O h , n o ,”  sa id - D a v is . “ It h a p 
p e n e d  ju s t  n o w . O n ly  a  few  se co n d s  
b e f o r e  y o u  to o k  h o ld  o f  m e . W h e n  
y o u  to u c h e d  m e , 1 s til l  r e m e m b e r e d  
s o m e  o f  i t .  B u t” —r e g r e t f u l ly —“ now’ 
i t ’s g o n e .”

“ I c a n  s e e .”  sa id  N e v in s . “ th is  is n o  
p la c e  f o r  y o u . Y o u ’r e  o n e  o f  T h e '  
k in d  t h a t  m u s t h a v e  th e  n ig h t to  s le e p  
in . I f  I w e re  y o u , I ’d  g e t  a  jo b  t h a t  
c a n  b e  d o n e  b y  d a y . H e r e  it  is, o n ly  
te n  m in u te s  a f te r  tw o , a n d  y o u —”

B u t  D a v is  i n te r r u p te d  h im .
“ I ’m  g la d  y o u  s a id  th a t .  F o r  d ie  

th in g  I ’v e  b e e n  tr y in g  to  r e m e m b e r  
h a p p e n e d  a t  e ig h t  m in u te s  a f te r  tw o . 
J u s t  tw o  m in u te s  a g o . I r e m e m b e r  
th a t ,  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w e r e  so  m a n y  p e o 
p le . a n d  th e y  w e re  a ll  ta lk in g  a b o u t  
i t .”

“ W h a t  w a s  th e r e  a t  e ig h t m in u te s  
a f te r  tw o ? ” a sk e d  N e v in s .

B u t  D a v is  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .
“ T h a t ’s w h a t  I c a n ’t  r e m e m b e r ,"  

h e  s a id .
3



“But Mommy, there are so many—all 
the frightened people in the world. 

And they want us.”

TH I S  w a s  th e  s a m e  n i g h t ;  th is  tim e  
i t  w as in  th e  W a le w s k is ’ f la t in  

D e t r o i t .
M rs . W a le w s k i w as a w a k e n e d  by  

h e r  s m a ll d a u g h te r  A n n a ,  c a l l i n g  h e r  
f ro m  th e  n e x t  r o o m .

" H u s h ,  A n n a ,” s a id  M rs . W a le w s k i.  
" Y o u ’v e  w a k e n e d  y o u r  f a t h e r .”

" 1  w a n t  to  g e t  u p ,” s a id  A n n a .  “ I 
w a n t  to  h e a r  th e  s in g in g .”

" T h e r e  is n o  s in g in g ,"  s a id  M rs .  
W a le w s k i .

" O h ,  yes, M o m m y , th e r e  isl A n d  
th e  p e o p le  a r e  d a n c in g .”

“ W h a t  is th e  ta lk in g ? ”  W a le w s k i  
w a n te d  to  k n o w . “ W h a t  is sh e  s a y 
in g ? ”

" A n n a  h a s  a  n i g h t m a r e ,”  s a id  M r s .  
W a le w s k i . " S h e  o f te n  g e ts  th e m .”  
T h e  w o m a n  a r o s e  a n d  w e n t  i n to  th e  
c h i l d ’s r o o m . " A n n a —A n n a ,  h u s h ,” 
sh e  s a id .

“ W e  m u s t  h u r r y  1” s a id  th e  c h ild .  
“ W e  m u s t  g e t  d re s se d  a n d  g o .”

" A n n a ,”  s a id  M rs . W a le w s k i ,  " d o n ’t  
t a l k  s im p le ! S h o u ld  w e  g e t  d re s se d  
a n d  g o  s o m e  p la c e  a t  tw o  o ’c lo c k  in  
th e  m o r n in g ? ”

" B u t  I w a n t  to  see  th e m . I  w a n t  
to  h e a r  w h a t  th e y  s a y .”

“ Y o u  a r e  a  b ig  g i r l ,”  s a id  M rs .  
W a le w s k i .  " Y o u  a r e  to o  o ld  t o  b e  
f o o li s h .”

“ T h e r e  w as m u s ic ,”  s a id  A n n a .  " 1  
h e a r d  i t .  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  
a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n .”

" K e e p  q u i e t ! ” d i r e c te d  W a le w s k i  
f ro m  th e  o t h e r  r o o m . “ I t  is n ig h t .  G o  
to  s le e p .”

“ H u s h ,  A n n a !” w h is p e r e d  th e  m o th 
e r . “ Y o u r  f a th e r  w o rk s  so  h a r d .  H e  
m u s t h a v e  r e s t .”

" B u t  M o m m y , p e o p le  w ill a lw a y s  
h a v e  r e s t  n o w . N o  o n e  w ill e v e r  b e  
a f r a i d .”

M rs . W a le w s k i  h e ld  h e r  s m a ll  
d a u g h te r  in  h e r  a r m s  a  m o m e n t ,  th e n  
p u t  h e r  d o w n  g e n tly .  “ A n n a ,  y o u  
m u s t  b e  q u ie t .  I t  is a l l  d r e a m s .”

" B u t  M o m m y , i t ’s r e a l !  T h e r e  a r e  
so  m a n y  th e r e .  A ll  th e  f r ig h te n e d  
p e o p le  in  th e  w o r ld . A n d  th e y  w a n t  
u s . E v e r y o n e  s h o u ld  g o .”

" A n n a ,  y o u y  b e d  is w a r m . S le e p .”
“ I ’ll  c o m e  in  t h e r e  t o  h e r  if  sh e  

d o n ’t , ”  th r e a t e n e d  W a le w s k i .
“ H u s h ,  A n n a !”  w h is p e r e d  th e  m o th 

e r . “ Y o u r  f a th e r  is so  t i r e d .  D o  n o t  
ta lk . S le e p  in  y o u r  n ic e  b e d . S le e p ,  
a n d  d o  n o t  d r e a m .”

CH I C A G O : in  th e  H o s p i ta l  o f  th e  
L i t t l e  C o m p a n y  o f  M a r y , a  y o u n g  

w o m a n  la y  d y in g .
A  y o u n g  in te r n e ,  a lm o s t  a  b o y , w as  

a s k in g  in  a  h u s h e d  v o ic e  o f  th e  n u r s e :  
“ H o w  h a s  sh e  b e e n  r e s t in g ? ”
" S h e  h a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p a i n .  B u t  

i t  se e m s  to  h a v e  p a s s e d .”
" S h e ’ll  d ie  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ,”  s a id  th e  

y o u n g  d o c t o r .
" I  t h o u g h t  sh e  w a s  g o in g  w h e n  1 

c a l le d  y o u . S h e ’d  b e e n  v e r y  s til l .  I  
c o u ld  fee l n o  p u ls e . S h e  d i d n ’t  s e e m  
to  b r e a th e .  B u t  l a t e r ,  s h e  s t i r r e d  a n d  
o p e n e d  h e r  ey es . S h e  s p o k e  to  m e .”  

" L i f e  p e r s is ts ,”  s a id  th e  in te r n e ,  
a w e  in  h is  v o ic e . “ I t  s e e m s  s o  r e lu c 
t a n t  t o  p a s s .”

“ T h e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  o d d  a b o u t  
w h a t  s h e  s a id . T h a t  b e ll  in  th e  to w e r  
in  th e  n e x t  s t r e e t  h a d  ju s t  s tr u c k  tw o ,  
a n d  I th in k  t h a t ’s w h a t  a r o u s e d  h e r .  
S h e  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  t i m e  i t  w a s . I 
to ld  h e r  it  w a s  tw o  o ’c lo c k . S h e  s a id  
s h e ’d  n o t  d ie  ju s t  n o w — t h a t  t h e r e  w as  
s till  a  l i t t l e  t im e  f o r  h e r  to  l iv e .”

T h e  y o u n g  d o c t o r  w e n t  to  th e  b e d 
s id e . T h e  w o m a n  la y  v e r y  s t i l l ,  a n d  
w ith  c lo s e d  ey e s . H e  to o k  h e r  p u ls e ;  
th e  life -s tr e a m  w a s  f a in t ;  h e  w a s  in 
d o u b t  t h a t  i t  m o v e d  a t  a l l .  B u t  sh e  
s p o k e  t o  h im .

" D o c t o r —”
" Y e s .”  H e  b e n t  o v e r  h e r .
" M y  b a b y  is d e a d ? ”
" Y e s ,”  h e  s a id  g e n tly .
" I  w ill  d ie  to o . B u t  n o t  y e t .”  

T h e r e  w a s  a p a u s e , a n d  th e n  a g a i n  th e  
w h is p e r in g  v o ic e  a s k e d : " W h a t  is th e  
t im e ? ”

" I t  is a f te r  tw o .”
" M u c h  a f te r ? ”
" F i v e  m in u te s .”
" I  h a v e  th r e e  m o r e  m in u te s  o f  l i f e ,”  

s h e  s a id . H e  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  to  
s a y  to  th is ;  a n d  h e  s to o d  in  s ile n c e .  
" I t  is a  w o n d e r f u l  th in g , a n d  s t r a n g e ,”  
s h e  w h is p e r e d . " N o  o n e  c a n  d ie  ju s t  
n o w . F o r  a  g r e a t  th in g  is to  h a p p e n :  
O n e  w ill b e  b o rn  w h o  is t o  s a v e  th e  
w o r ld  f r o m  th is  d r e a d f u l  n e w  f e a r  th a t  
h a s  c o m e  u p o n  u s .”

A g a i n  th e r e  w a s  a  s ile n c e , a n d  th e n  
th e  w h is p e r in g  w a s  r e s u m e d : “ I t  w as  
n o t  m e a n t  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  m y  c h ild .  
I t  w a s  b o r n  to o  s o o n . A n d  n o w  i t  is 
d e a d .”  T h e  p a le  h a n d s  s t i r r e d . “ G o d  
is s t r a n g e . H is  w ay s  a r e  b e y o n d  o u r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g .”

T i m e  p a s s e d —s lo w ly . T h e  in te r n e ,  
as h e  w a i te d , f e l t  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  
f u n c t i o n i n g  c le a r ly .  B u t  th e  n u rs e  
w a s  o l d e r ;  s h e  h a d  lo n g  e x p e r ie n c e .  
O f te n  a n d  o f te n  s h e ’d  s e e n  d e a t h  a p 
p r o a c h  a n d  q u ie t l y  q u e n c h  th e  fe e b le  
r e m n a n ts  o f  li fe . A n d  n o w  s h e  saw  
i t  o n c e  a g a in . S h e  r e a c h e d  f o r  th e  
c a s e  r e c o r d ,  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  w r is t -w a tc h  
a n d  s e t d o w n  th e  fin a l t im e .

" W h a t  w a s  th e  t i m e ? ”  a s k e d  th e  
d o c t o r .

" E i g h t  m in u te s  a f te r  tw o ,” th e  n u rs e  
r e p l ie d . . . .
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TH I S  is a  p l a c e  ju s t  o u ts id e  S o u th  
C h i c a g o .  A  f r a m e  b u ild in g , w i th 

in  a few  m in u te s ’ w a lk  o f  o n e  o l  th e  
g r e a t  s te e l  m ills . A  c ro ss  is f a s te n e d  
to  th e  r o o t ;  th e r e  a r e  s o m e  s m a ll  w in 
d o w s w i th  p a n e s  o f  c o lo r e d  g la ss . T h e  
m ills  r a n  n i g h t  a n d  d a y  a n d  th e  w o r k 
m e n  h a d  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  to  v is i t  th e  
c h a p e l  b e tw e e n  “ h e a t s .”

In  th is  e a r ly  m o r n in g  th e  o ld  p r ie s t ,  
P e t e r  Z e l tn ik , e n t e r e d  th e  b u i ld in g .  
T h e r e  w as  a  h u m b le  a l t a r ,  n a r r o w  a n d  

u n a d o r n e d .  B e f o r e  th is  a  s m a ll  r u b y  
l i g h t  w a s  b u r n in g ;  a n d  a  y o u n g  p r ie s t ,  
o n ly  la te ly  o r d a i n e d ,  w a s  k n e e l in g  in  
th e  s e m i-d a r k , h is  h e a d  b o w e d , h is  
h a n d s  c la s p e d . A n d  F a t h e r  P e t e r  s a id  
to  h im :

" S te p h e n ,  w h y  a r e  y o u  h e r e  a t  th is  
h o u r ? ” T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e p ly . O ld
7 .e ltn ik  ev en t n e a r e r  a n d  to u c h e d  th e  
v o tin g  m a n  o n  th e  s h o u ld e r .  A t  o n c e  
th e  b o w e d  h e a d  l i f te d ; th e  y o u n g  
p r ie s t  a ro s e .

“ F a t h e r  P e t e r !” h e  s a id . “ I a m  g la d  
y o u  a n - h e r e .”

T h e  o ld  m a n  s tu d ie d  h im  in  th e  
f a in t  l ig h t .

“ W h a t  is i t ? ” h e  a s k e d . “ W h a t  h a s  
h a p p e n e d ? ”

“ 1 h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t ly  t r o u b l e d ,” s a id  
S te p h e n . " I  p r a y e d  f o r  e n l ig h te n 
m e n t ,  b u t  n o n e  c a m e . I  le f t  m y  b e d  
a n d  w a lk e d  th e  s tr e e ts .  M y  m in d  w as  
fu ll o f  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  th in g s  I c o u ld  
n o t  g iv e  a n a m e  to .

“ I f e lt  s o m e th i n g  w a s  a b o u t  t o  h a p 
p e n . T h e  f e e lin g  w a s  s t r a n g e  a n d  
t e n a c i o u s ;  I  c o u l d n ’t  s h a k e  i t  o ff; m y  
s p ir i t  w a s  s t i r r e d  in  a  w a y  I ’d  n e v e r  
e x p e r ie n c e d  b e f o r e .”

“ W a s  i t  s a d n e ss ? ”
“ N o . I t  w a s  a n  e x a l t a t i o n .  I  q u e s 

t io n e d  m y s e lf , b u t  c o u l d  fin d  n o  r e a 
so n  f o r  i t  in  a n y th i n g  I ’d  s e e n , o r  
h e a r d ,  o r  d o n e . T h e n  I q u e s tio n e d  
th e  t i m e ;  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  a  d a y  o n  
w h ic h  a n y  g r e a t  th in g  h a d  h a p p e n e d  
in  th e  p a s t . I t  w a s  a  th in g  b e lo n g in g  
to  th e  f u t u r e ;  i t  w a s  as  th o u g h  a  n e w  
a n d  t e r r i b l e  f o r c e  h a d  c o m e  i n to  th e  
w o r ld .

“ T h e r e  s e e m e d  to  b e  m a n y  p e o p le ;  
m a n y , m a n y  o f  th e m . S o  m a n y  t h a t  
I w a s  f r ig h te n e d . P e o p le  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  s tu n n e d  h a d  s u d d e n ly  a w a k e n e d  
a n d  w e r e  h u r r y i n g  a lo n g  m a n y  w ay s. 
H u r r y i n g  w i th  so n g s  a n d  g la d  w o rd s  
o n  th e ir  lip s . T h e y  w e r e  h u r r y i n g  
to w a r d  a  p la c e  w h e r e  s o m e th in g  w as  
to  o c c u r .

“ A s  1 k n e lt  th e r e ,  I h a d  a  f e e lin g  
o f  w o n d e r f u l  s p a c e . I t  w a s  as  th o u g h  
th e  w o r ld  h a d  d r i f te d  in to  a  b e a m  o f  
l ig h t  th r o w n  b y  s o m e  s t r a n g e  s ta r .  
A n d  I w as  s ta r t le d  a n d  a f r a i d .”

“ T o  b e  a f r a id ,  m y  s o n , is w r o n g ,”  
s a id  P e t e r  Z e ltn ik . “ T h e r e  a r e  tim e s ,
I th in k , w h e n  G o d ’s h a n d s  a r e  h e ld  
o u t  o v e r  th e  w o r ld —a n d  v e r y  n e a r .  
A n d  h ig h ly  s e n s itiz e d  p e o p le  a r e  
a w a r e  o f  it . Y o u  a r e  o n e  o f  th o s e ,  
S te p h e n ; I h a v e  a lw a y s  k n o w n  it .

A n d , it  m a y  b e , in  th e  s m a ll  h o u r s  
o f  th is  n e w  m o r n in g ,  a  l ig h t  is b e in g  
k in d le d . L e t  y o u r  m in d  b e  a t  r e s t ;  
to m o r r o w , in  a  y e a r ,  o r  a  s c o r e  o f  
y e a r s , y o u  m a y  k n o w  th e  m e a n in g  o f  
i t .  A n d , a g a i n ,  y o u  m a y  n e v e r  k n o w .  
B u t  i t  h a s  a m e a n in g .  A  t u m u l t  s u c h  
as y o u  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  d o e s  
n o t  a r is e  in  a  m a n ’s s o u l  w i th o u t  a  
r e a s o n .”

A N D  th is  is a  b a r  in  a  n o t- to o -r e -  
s p e c ta b le  d r in k in g -p la c e  in  G a r y ,  

I n d i a n a .  T h e  b a r k e e p e r  s ta n d s  w ith  
h is  h e a d  r e s t in g  in  h is  h a n d s , h is  e l 
b o w s o n  th e  b a r .  T h e  h o u r  is la te ;  
th e  b a r  c lo c k  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  h o u r  
o f  tw o  h a s  p a s s e d . T h e r e  a r e  o n ly  
tw o  p a t r o n s  in  th e  p l a c e ;  th e y  s it  a t  
th e  f a r  e n d , g la ss e s  a n d  a  b o t t l e  b e 
tw e e n  th e m . A n d  a ll  a b o u t  th e m  is 
th e  s t in k  o f  g in  a n d  c ig a r e t te s .

T h e  w o m a n  is s u lle n  a n t i  w h e e d lin g  
b y  tu r n s ;  th e  m a n  h a s  a  th in ,  d a r k  f a c e .  
H e  is d r u n k , b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  to  ta k e  
th e  h a b i t u a l  m o c k e r y  o u t  o f  h is  ey e .

“ I w a n t  to  k n o w  w h a t  R o l l i e ’s d o 
in g ,” s a id  th e  w o m a n . “ J u s t  g iv e  
o n e  s h o w . T h a t ’s n o t  a s k in g  m u c h ,  
is i t ? ”

" I ’v e  b e e n  g i v in g  sh o w s  a l l  n i g h t ,”  
s a id  th e  m a n . “ A n d  ju s t  n o w  I d o n ’ t 
c a r e  if  I n e v e r  g iv e  a n o t h e r  o n e .”  T h e  
m o c k in g  ey e s  w e r e  f ix e d  u p o n  th e  
w o m a n ; h e  w ip e d  h is  g r i n n i n g  m o u t h  
w ith  th e  b a c k  o f  h is  h a n d .  “ A n d  w h a t  
y o u  w a n t  i t  f o r ,  I d o n ’t  k n o w . I ’v e  
to ld  y o u  a  h u n d r e d  tim e s  th e  th in g ’s 
a  fa k e . I  d o n ’t  see  a n y th i n g .  I ’v e  
n e v e r  s e e n  a n y th i n g .  I t ’s ju s t  a  g a g  
to  ta k e  m o n e y  f r o m  s im p le -m in d e d  
p e o p le .”

“ I w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  R o l l i e ,”  sa id  
th e  w o m a n  s tu b b o r n ly ;  “ y o u  d o n ’t 
w a n t  to  te l l  m e — t h a t ’s w h a t ’s th e  m a t 
te r  w i th  y o u .”

" W e l l ,  a l l  r i g h t ,” s a id  th e  m a n , " i f  
y o u  m u s t  b e  a  s a p , I g u e ss  I ’v e  g o t  to  
le t  y o u  b e  o n e .”  H e  to o k  a c r y s ta l  
f r o m  h is  p o c k e t  a n d  p l a c e d  it  b e f o r e  
h im  o n  th e  b a r .  “ O .K . ,”  h e  s a id  to  
it .  “ S t a r t  s h in in g , s w e e th e a r t .”  H e  
g r in n e d  d e r is iv e ly  a t  th e  w o m a n .  
“ N o w  i t ’ ll b e g in  to  s h o w  m e  p r e t t y  
p i c t u r e s .”

A t  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e  c r y s ta l ,  sh e  
h a d  b e c o m e  in te r e s t e d ;  b u t  i t  w a s  a n  
in te r e s t  t h a t  h a d  in  i t  a  m i x t u r e  o f  
d o u b t .

“ I ’m  a f r a id  y o u ’r e  to o  d r u n k  to  
r e a l ly  se e  a n y th i n g ,”  s h e  s a id .

" I  n e v e r  s e e  a n y t h i n g ,” h e  to ld  h e r .  
“ A i n t  I s a id  t h a t  to  y o u  o f te n  e n o u g h ?  
A i n t  I s a id  c r y s ta l -g a z in g  is o n ly  a  
s m a l l -c h a n g e  r a c k e t?  B u t  y o u  g o t  to  
h e a r  a b o u t  R o l l i e .  Y o u ’r e  a lw a y s  
w o r r y in g  a b o u t  h im . B u t  l e t  m e  te l l  
y o u : h e  d o n ’t  w o r r y  m u c h  a b o u t  y o u .”

H e  b e n t  o v e r  th e  c r y s ta l ,  c h u c k l in g  
d r u n k e n ly .  B u t  a lm o s t  a t  o n c e  th e  
c h u c k l in g  s to p p e d . H is  f a c e  w a s  b la n k  
f o r  a n  in s t a n t ,  a n d  th e n  tw is te d  in to  
a  la u g h .
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“ H o ly  H a n n a h ! ” h e  s a id . “ T h e  
b o o z e  th e y  se ll in  th is  p la c e  m u s t  h a v e  
a n  e d g e  o n  i t . ”

“ W h a t ’s th e  m a t t e r ? ”
“ I t ’s p u t  m e  in  th e  s a p  c la s s ,”  h e  

s a id . “ R i g h t  in  a m o n g  th e  b o y s a n d  
g a ls  w h o  b e l ie v e  th in g s  c a n  b e  s e e n  
in  p ie c e s  o f  g la s s .”

T h e  w o m a n  le a n e d  to w a r d  h im ; sh e  
s ta r e d  in to  th e  c ry s ta l .

“ M a y b e  y o u  d o  see  s o m e th in g , y o u  
a p e ! ” s h e  s a id . “ D o n ’ t  l a u g h :  l o o k !” 

" I t ’s o ld  J o h n  K . A l c o h o l ,” s a id  th e  
m a n .  “ H e ’s th e  o n ly  g u y  t h a t  c a n  
m a k e  y o u  see  d i in g s  t h a t  a i n t .”  H e  
lo o k e d  in to  th e  g la ss  b a l l  o n c e  m o r e ,  
w ip in g  h is  m o u t h ,  a n d  s h a k in g  h is  
h e a d  in  d r u n k e n  e n j o y m e n t .  " T h e r e  
i t  is a g a i n !”  lie  s a id . “ T h e  s a m e  
p la c e .  C r ip e s !  T h a t ’s f u n n y ; I ’ve  
n e v e r  b e e n  d r u n k  th is  w a y  b e f o r e .”

" I  w a n t  to  k n o w  a b o u t  R o l l i e .” s a id  
th e  w o m a n . “ T e l l  m e .”

“ I t ’s a  s t r e e t ,”  h e  s a id . “ A  n a r r o w ,  
d i r t y  l i t t l e  s t r e e t .  M a y b e  in  B o s to n .  
M a y b e  in  T o p e k a .  M a y b e  in  C o s h o c 
to n . A n d , l i s te n ,”  in  d r u n k e n  g le e , 
“ t h e r e ’s a  w h o le  w o r ld  fu ll  o f  p e o p le  
in  it . M il l io n s  a n d  m il l io n s  o f  t h e m !”  
H e  lo o k e d  a t  h e r ,  h is  th in  f a c e  c r o o k e d  
w i th  h is  la u g h i n g .  “ A in t  t h a t  b e in g  
d r u n k !  M il l io n s  o f  p e o p le  in  o n e  
s t r e e t .

“ A n d  th e y ’r e  a l l  lo o k in g  a t  a  h o u s e . 
A  s h a b b y  l i t t le  h o u s e  w ith  d i r t y  w h ite  
s to n e  s te p s , a n d  a  b r o k e n  tr a n s o m  
o v e r  th e  d o o r .  A n d  th e y ’r e  s in g in g  
S o m e  o f  th e m  a r e  ta lk in g . I c a n  h e a .  
t h e m .” H is  v o ic e  c r a c k e d . H e  c h o k e d  
a n d  c o u g h e d . H e  s h o o k  w i th  d e r i 
s iv e  m i r t h .  “ C a n  y o u  b e a t  i t?  I  d o n ’t 
o n ly  see , I h e a r .

" T h e y ’r e  a l l  p e o p le  w h o ’v e  b e e n  
s h o v e d  a r o u n d  a  g o o d  b i t ;  th e y ’r e  
f ro m  p la c e s  w h e r e  to r p e d o e s  a n d  
b o m b s  h a v e  f a l le n  o n  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  
sk y . A l l  k in d s  o f  p e o p le  f r o m  a ll  
k in d s  o f  c o u n tr ie s .  A n d  th e y ’r e  h o ld 
in g  a  k in d  o f  a  m e e t in g  in  th is  l i t t le  
s t r e e t .  M il l io n s  o f  th e m , m in d  y o u l  
S in g in g  a n d  la u g h i n g  a n d  ta l k in g .”

" I S  R o l l i e  th e r e ?  D o  y o u  s e e  h i m ? ” 
1  a s k e d  th e  w o m a n .

T h e  m a n  la u g h e d  a n d  c o u g h e d .  
“ G o d , I m u s t  b e  d r u n k !”  h e  sa id . 

“ I m u s t  b e  s t in k o ! T h e y ’r e  ta lk in g  
a b o u t  a c h i l d  b e in g  b o r n  in  th a t  
h o u s e : A  b o y . A n d  in  h is  b r a in ,  so  
th e y  say , t h e r e ’s a  g e r m  t h a t ’ll o n e  
d a y  b e  a n  id e a .” H e  g r in n e d  a t  th e  
w o m a n . “ D id  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  m e  p u l l 
in g  th is  s tu ff  b e f o r e ?  Y o u  n e v e r  d id , 
b e c a u s e  I ’v e  n e v e r  b e e n  d r u n k  th is  
w a y  b e f o r e .

“ W h a t  th e s e  p e o p le  a r c  ta lk in g  a n d  
l a u g h i n g  a n d  s in g in g  a b o u t  is s o m e 
th in g  t h a t ’s g o in g  to  h a p p e n  y e a rs  
f r o m  n o w . N o w , g e t  th is , b e c a u s e  i t ’s 
th e  to p  o f  th e  w h o le  th in g :  T h i s  b o y , 
w h e n  h e  g r o w s  u p , w ill b e  th e  d is 
c o v e r e r  o f  th e  th in g  t h a t ’ ll te a r  th e  
a to m  b o m b  o u t  o f  th e  s k y !”



B o y  in a  H u r r y

Willy Boulder d r o p p e d  h is  
b a s k e t in  a  c o r n e r  a n d  to r e  
off h is  s o ile d  w h ite  a p r o n .  
H e  w a s  in  a  h u r r y .  M r .  

A tk in  g a v e  h im  a  d i r t y  lo o k , b u t  
n o th in g  c o u ld  d im  th e  e d g e  o f  h is  e x 
c i te m e n t  o n  th is  d a y . H e  r a n  o u t  o f  
th e  b a c k  d o o r  o f  th e  g r o c e r y  a n d  k e p t  
r ig h t  o n  d o g - t r o t t in g  d o w n  to  th e  
b o a rd in g -h o u s e .

H e  w e n t  u p s ta ir s  a n d  g o t  o u t  th e  
b o x  a n d  o p e n e d  i t  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  th e  
silk  tr u n k s  a n d  s h iv e re d  a  l i t t le .  H e  
fa c e d  th e  w a v e ry  m i r r o r  o v e r  h is  b u 
r e a u  a n d  s tr u c k  a  p o se , le f t  h a n d  o u t ,  
r i g h t  c o c k e d  o n  h is  c h e s t . H e  w e a v e d  
a  b it , d u c k e d , th r e w  a  h o o k  a t  h is  
im a g e , g r in n in g .

H e  h a d  a  s q u a r e  f a c e , w i th  n ic e ,  
r e g u la r  f e a tu r e s ,  b u t  o n ly  h is  w h ite ,  
e v e n  te e th  w e r e  n o t ic e a b le .  H e  w as  
s e v e n te e n , a l t h o u g h  h e  g r a v e ly  l ie d  to  
e v e r y o n e  a b o u t  th a t .  I t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  
f o r  h im  to  b e  a  y e a r  o ld e r ,  a n d  in  th e se  
tim e s  a n  o r p h a n  b o y  h a d  to  h u s tle  a ll  
th e  tim e  t o  ju s t  k e e p  e v e n . I f  i t  
w a s n 't  f o r  M iss S u e —

H e  c r a m m e d  th e  t ig h ts  a n d  a  w o rn  
p a i r  o f  s o f t  sh o e s  a n d  s o m e  s o x  a n d  a  
s u p p o r te r  in to  a  s m a ll  b a g  a n d  r u s h e d  
o u t  o f  h is  r o o m  a n d  d o w n  th e  h a l l .  
H e  r a p p e d  o n  a  d o o r  im p a t ie n t ly  u n 
ti l  i t  w as o p e n e d . H e  s tu c k  h is  h e a d  
in to  th e  r o o m  a n d  s a id : “ I a in t  g o n n a  
e a t  n o th i n ’ h e r e  in  th is  c r u m m y  jo i n t .  
I ’m  g o n n a  g r a b  a  m ilk -a n ’-s a m w ic h —”  

T h e  y o u n g  w o m a n  s a id : " S lo w
d o w n , W il ly .  T a k e  i t  ea sy . Y o u ’re  
a lw a y s  in  s u c h  a  h u r r y .”

W il ly  s a id : " T h a t  D e m o c r a t  fe lla ,  
R o o s e v e l t ,  is r u n n i n ’ h a r d  f o r  P r e s i
d e n t ,  a n d  I ’m  r u n n i n ’ ju s t  to  k e e p  
a l iv e ."

S u e  F a y e  s a id : " Y o u  d o n ’t  g o  o n  
u n ti l  e ig h t- th i r ty .  N o w , ta k e  i t  easy  
o r  y o u ’ll r u s h  in to  B u s te r  D a n e ’s 
r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  g e t  k a y o e d  b e f o r e  
y o u  k n o w  i t .”

W il ly  s u rv e y e d  h e r .  S h e  w as o ld ,  
h e  th o u g h t—m a y b e  n e a r ly  t h i r ty ;  a n d  
sh e  w o rk e d  f o r  th e  M id b u r g  Star a n d  
l iv e d  a lo n e  a n d  n e v e r  h a d  d a te s  w ith  
m e n —e v e n  o ld  m e n . B u t  sh e  lo o k e d  
p r e t ty  th a t  n ig h t  in  J u l y ,  1 9 3 2 . S h e  
h a d  o n  a s o r t  o f  b lo u s e , lo o s e , film y , 
a n d  a  s k ir t  w ith  p le a ts ,  a n d  s h e  s u re  
h a d  n ic e  leg s. H e  s a id : " Y o u ’r e  d y k e d  
o u t  f o r  fig h t n ig h t .  Y o u  lo o k  g o o d ,  
M iss S u e .”

S h e  s a id : " O k a y ,  b r a t ,  I  lo o k  g o o d .  
D a m m i t ,  w ill  y o u  w a tc h  y o u r  la n 
g u a g e  a n d  p r o n u n c i a t io n ?  A n d  d o n ’ t 
ta lk  so  f a s t !”

“ T h a t 's  th e  o l ’ g a l ,”  h e  s a id  a p p r o v 
in g ly . “ L o o k ,  i t  a in t  f ig h tin ’ B u s te r  
D a l e ’s g o t  m e  e ’s ite d . R e m e m b e r  
w h a t  y o u  p r o m is e d  m e ! Y o u  r e a l ly  
k n o w  h im , d o n c h a ? ”

S h e  s a id : " P a t  H a f e y ?  O h , y es, I 
k n o w  h im . I n d e e d  I  d o , W i l l y .” 

“ Y o u ’r e  a lw a y s  k id d in ’,”  W i l ly  s a id .  
“ I  b e tc h a  d o n ’ t k n o w  h im  g o o d . . . . 
D id ja  k n o w  h im  w h e n  h e  f o u g h t  B e n 
n y  L e o n a r d ,  in  1 9 2 2 , in  T o p e k a ,  te n  
r o u n d s  to  a d r a w ? ”

S h e  s a id : “ N o , b u t  I k n e w  h im  
w h e n  h e  f o u g h t  R o c k y  K a n s a s , in  B u f 
f a lo ,  te n  r o u n d s  to  a  d r a w , 1 9 2 6 .”  

W il ly  s ig h e d . H e  s a id : “ P a t  H a f e y !  
N e v e r  b e a t  b y  a  c h a m p e e n .  L e o n a r d ,  
G o o d r ic h ,  K a n s a s , C a n z o n e r i  tw ic e t ,  
a n ’ h e  n e v e r  lo st o n c e t !”

M iss  S u e  s a id  d r y ly : " A n d  h e  n e v e r  
b e a t  o n e  o f  th e m , e i t h e r .  . . . G o  
a lo n g , W i l ly .  I ’ll see  y o u  in  th e  d re s s 
in g -r o o m s  a f t e r  th e  m a in  g o  a n d  i n 
t r o d u c e  y o u  to  P a t — th e  b u m !”

“ H e ’s n o  b u m !” W il ly  c r ie d . " H e ’s 
te r r i f i c .  H e ’s a  b o x e r ,  th e  b e s t! E v e n  
L e o n a r d  w a s n ’t  n o  b e t t e r !”

“ I ’m  g o in g  to  s e n d  y o u  to  s c h o o l  
a n d  r id  y o u  o f  th o s e  d o u b le  n e g a tiv e s  
if  i t ’s th e  la s t  th in g  I  d o ,”  s h e  sa id .  
“ N o w  g i t ! ”

H e  m a d e  a  f a c e  a t  h e r  a n d  r a n  
d o w n  th e  h a l l ,  o u t  o f  th e  h o u s e  a n d  
o n t o  th e  m a in  s t r e e t  o f  M id b u r g . T h e  
c a p i t o l  c i ty  o f  M id s ta te  w a s  a  b u s tl in g ,  
b u sy  to w n . O f  c o u r s e  r i g h t  n o w  th e r e  
w as a  la g  in  th e  s p e e d  o f  th in g s . B u s i
n ess h a d  p ic k e d  u p  a  l i t t l e  s in c e  th e  
c r a s h , a n d  p r o s p e r i ty  w a s  ju s t  a r o u n d  
th e  c o r n e r ,  M r . H o o v e r  s a id ; b u t  
m o n e y  w as t i g h t— th e r e  w a s  n o  d e n y 
in g  th a t .

W i l ly  w as  v e r y  c o n f id e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
h u r r y i n g  to w a r d  th e  c o r n e r  d o g -w a g o n  
w h e r e  h is  p a l  H a p p y  w o rk e d . T h i s  
w a s  h is  f ifth  fig h t as a p r o , a n d  e v e n  
C a s p a r  h a d  to  p a y  h im  te n  b u c k s  p e r  
r o u n d :  th e  C o m m is s io n  s a id  so . I t  
w a s  o n ly  f o u r  r o u n d s , b u t  t h e r e  w as  
lo c a l  in te r e s t  in  th is  o n e . W i l ly  w as  
g e t t in g  s o m e  p la c e ,  h e  th o u g h t .  
T w e lv e  b u c k s  a  w e e k  a n d  tip s  f o r  d e 
liv e r in g  g r o c e r ie s ,  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  te n  
p e r  w e e k  f o r  f ig h tin g , a n d  h e  c o u ld  
g e t  b y  u n t i l  th in g s  b r o k e .

H a p p y —f r e c k le d , g a n g l in g , t o u g h -  
p o u r e d  m ilk  a n d  to a s te d  th in  s lices  
o f  b r e a d . H e  s a id :

“ B u s te r  w as in . S ay s h e ’s g o n n a  
k a y o  y o u  in  th e  f irs t .”

W il ly  m u n c h e d  th e  to a s t  s lo w ly  a n d  
s ip p e d  th e  m ilk . “ B u s te r  is b ig g e r  
a n ’ s t r o n g e r ’n  m e . B u t  h e  c a n ’t  b o x .”
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“ Y o u  c a n ’t  h i t ,”  s a id  H a p p y  d is m a l
ly . “ I ’m  y o u r  p a l  a n ’ a l l  th a t ,  W il ly ,  
b u t  y o u  c a n ’ t h i t  a  lick , a n ’ y o u  k n C "  
i t .”

W il ly  n o d d e d . " U h - h u h .  W h a t  o f  
it?  K in  P a t  H a f e y  k n o c k  o u t  a n y 
b o d y  w i th  a  p u n c h ? ”

“ Y o u  n e v e r  k n o c k e d  o u t  a n y b o d y  
a - t a l l ,”  H a p p y  sa id .

“ N o b o d y  is ta g g in g  m e  w i th  n o  
r ig h ts ,  n e i t h e r ,” s a id  W il ly ,  b r e a k in g  
a ll  r u n n i n g  n e g a tiv e  r e c o r d s  f o r  th e  
e v e n in g . " I  g o t t a  g o  n o w . W is h  y a  
c o u ld  see  H a f e y  lic k  C h ig  D o la n  
t ’n i g h t .”

H a p p y  s a id  w o n d e r in g ly : “ B u s te r  
is p l a n n i n ’ o n  m o id e r in ’ y o u —a n ’ a ll  
y a  ta lk  a b o u t  is P a t  H a f e y , P a t  H a f e y ,  
P a t  H a f e y !”

“ H e  is m y  id e a l is m ,” s a id  W il ly  
w ith  d ig n i ty ,  a n d  le f t  th e  d o g -w a g o n .  
H e  c u t  a c ro ss  to w n , to o k  a  b u s  a n d  
g o t  o u t  a t  th e  b a l l  p a r k . I t  w a s  se v e n  
o ’c lo c k . H e  h a d  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf  
b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  th e  r i n g  f o r  th e  first 
p r e l i m in a r y ,  b u t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  s ta y  
a w a y  f r o m  th e  d r e s s in g -r o o m  u n d e r  
th e  s ta n d s . H e  lo v e d  e v e ry  m o m e n t  
o f  it ,  f ro m  th e  s m e ll o f  w in te r g r e e n  
to  th e  e m p ty , s till  v i b r a t in g  tim e  
w h e n  e v e r y o n e  e lse  w as g o n e  h o m e  
a n d  h e  w a s  h e lp in g  th e  w a tc h m a n  
c lo s e  u p .

T h e r e  w e r e  a few  p e o p le  th e r e ,  of  
c o u r s e —th e  p a r k  c re w , th e  b o ss  u s h e r ,  
s o m e  fro n t-o ff ic e  m e n —b e c a u s e  th is  
w a s  a  b ig  fig h t. P a t  H a f e y  w a s  s o m e 
b o d y  in  th e  l ig h tw e ig h t  r a n k s ; a n d  
C h i g  D o la n , a  lo c a l  b o y , w as th o u g h t  
to  b e  a  c o m e r .  L o u  F a r e s e  w a s  h a n 
d l in g  C h ig , a n d  L o u  w as in  w ith  th e  
m a in s . L o u  w a s , W i l ly  k n e w , a ls o  in  
w ith  s o m e  b o o tle g g e r s  a n d  r a c k e te e r s  
o n  th e  s id e .

CH I G  w as a  to u g h  b o y , h a v in g  
t r o u b le  a lr e a d y  m a k in g  th e  l i g h t 

w e ig h t  l im it .  B u t  h e  w as g r e e n  c o m 
p a r e d  w ith  P a t ,  a n d  h e  h a d  fla t fe e t. 
H a f e y  w o u ld  t r im  h is  w h is k e rs , a ll  
r ig h t .  H a f e y  h a d  d r a w n  w i th  L e o n 
a r d ,  a n d  o n ly  la s t  y e a r  w i th  C a n 
z o n e ri .

W i l l y  w e n t  in  p a s t  th e  g a t e m a n ,  
w a v in g  h is  b a g  a n d  g r in n in g .  T h e  
g a t e m a n , a n  o ld  c o d g e r ,  s a id : “ G o o d  
lu c k , y o u n g  B o u l d e r .”

L o t s  o f  p e o p le  k n e w  W il ly .  H e  w as  
s u r p r is e d  w h e n  th e y  s p o k e  to  h im ,  
b u t  i t  w as  t r u e .  H is  f ig h tin g  h a d  b e e n  
s u c c e ss fu l in  a t t r a c t i n g  th e i r  a t t e n 
t io n ,  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  w a s  s til l  a  first  
p r e l i m  b o y . H e  h a d  s ty le , o f  c o u r s e .
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H e  k n e w  h e  h a d  s ty le , b e c a u s e  h is  
f a th e r  h a d  t a u g h t  h im , a n d  h is  f a th e r  
h a d  b e e n  a m a t e u r  c h a m p . . . . H e  
p r e f e r r e d  n o t  to  th in k  o f  P o p ,  n o r  o f  
M o m , o r  th e  w a y  th e y  h a d  d ie d —o n e  
f o llo w in g  th e  o t h e r — in  th e  C i ty  H o s 
p i ta l .  P o p  h a d  b e e n  a  g r e a t  b o x e r ,  
b u t  n o  h a n d  f o r  m a k in g  e n o u g h  m o n 
ey to  la s t  th r o u g h  a n  illn e s s  o f  five  
y e a r s ’ d u r a t i o n .  . . .

H e  w e n t  in to  th e  d r e s s in g -ro o m .  
T w o  m e n  w h e e le d  a n d  s ta r e d  a t  h im .  
O n e  w as L o u  F a r e s e , s m a l l  a n d  d a r k  
a n d  d a p p e r .  T h e  o t h e r  w a s  b ig , w e ll-  
d re s se d  G e o r g e  M in e r .  W i l l y  s ta r e d ,  
s e e in g  th e s e  tw o  t o g e th e r ,  th e  m a n  
w h o  o w n e d  th e  b a l l  p a r k  a n d  th e  
f ig h t-m a n a g e r -r a c k e te e r .

F a r e s e  s a id : “ O h , i t ’s B o u l d e r .  R u n  
a lo n g , B o u l d e r ;  w e ’r e  g a b b i n ’ b u si
n ess .”

W il ly  s a id : " I ’l l  ju s t  p u t  d o w n  m y  
b a g , se e ?”  H e  le f t  i t  in  a  c o r n e r  
a lo n g s id e  th e  r o w  o f  s te e l  lo c k e r s  th e  
b a l l -c lu b  u s e d , a n d  w e n t  b a c k  o u t .  
H e  lo a fe d  u n d e r  th e  g r a n d s t a n d ,  
w a tc h in g  s o m e  e a r ly  a r r iv a ls .  H e  
w o n d e r e d  if  M iss  S u e  w o u ld  s e e  P a t  
H a  fey b e f o r e  th e  b o u ts .  I t  w a s  s u r e  
fu n n y  h o w  M iss S u e  k n e w  H a f e y  a n d  
w a s  so  in te r e s te d  in  b o x i n g  a n d  e v e r y 
th in g —a w o m a n  lik e  th a t .

A  m a n  d r if te d  th r o u g h  th e  p a ss  g a te ,  
a le a n  m a n  w ith  a  l i g h t -c o lo r e d  s n a p -  
b r im  f e a th e r w e ig h t  f e l t , a  d o u b le -  
b r e a s te d  m o h a i r  s u it  a n d  tw o -to n e d  
s p o r t  sh o e s . H e  w a s  a lo n e , a n d  h e  ju s t  
se e m e d  to  b e  w a n d e r in g  a im le s s ly .  
H e  e s p ie d  W il ly  a g a in s t  a  p o s t  a n d  
s a id : “ H iy a , k id ?  W h e r e ’s th e  d re s s 
in g -r o o m s ? ”  H e  h a d  a  s o f t  v o ic e ,  a l 
m o s t a  w h is p e r . O n e  e a r  w a s  b e n t  
o v e r  a  b i t ,  a n d  s w o lle n . H is  m o u t h  
w as p l e a s a n t  a n d  s m ilin g , a n d  o v e r  
h is  eyes n a t u r e  h a d  b u i l t  a  l i t t l e  s h e lf  
o f  c a r t i la g e .

W il ly  s a id , " U h —u h — Mr. Hafey!"
“ S u re , k id ,”  s a id  P a t  H a f e y  a b s e n t 

ly . “ T h a t  th e  r u n w a y  to  th e  d re s s 
in g -r o o m s ? ”

W il ly  s a id : " U h —y es, M r . H a f e y !”  
T h e n  h e  ju s t  s to o d , g o g g le -e y e d , w h ile  
h is  h e r o  w e n t  a m b li n g  u p  th e  r u n w a y  
a n d  in to  th e  d r e s s in g -ro o m  h e  h a d  ju st  
q u i t t e d .  H e  th o u g h t  e x u l t a n t l y  t h a t  
M in e r  a n d  F a r e s e  w o u ld n ’ t  d a r e  th r o w  
H a f e y  o u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  c o u l d n ’t  ta lk  
b u s in e s s  in  M in e r ’s o w n  p r iv a te  office  
o v e r  y o n d e r .  H u h , P a t  w o u ld  te ll  
th e m  off. H e  d i d n 't  h a v e  t o  p u t  u p  
w ith  t h a t  stu ff!

A  m o m e n t  la t e r  S u e  F a y e  c a m e  h u r 
r y in g  th r o u g h  th e  g a te .  S h e  saw  W il - Woods was very grave. He said: “If it’s a double-cross— ”



ly a n d  s a id  s h a r p ly :  “ H a v e  y o u  seen  
P a t ? ”

" I n  th e  d r e s s in ’- r o o m ,”  W il ly  s a id  
b o re d ly . "1  t o l ’ h in t w h e r e —”

H e  s to o d , b l in k in g . S u e  s h o u ld n ’t 
g o  u p  th e r e ,  h e  th o u g h t .  T h a t  w as  
n o  p la c e  f o r  a  w o m a n , e v e n  a  g r o w e d  
o n e .

B u t  s h e  n e v e r  m a d e  i t .  H a f e y  c a m e  
o u t  a n d  c lo s e d  th e  d o o r  a n d  s to o d  
w ith  h is  b a c k  a g a in s t  i t ,  lo o k in g  a t  
h e r . S h e  s a id  s o m e th in g  to  h im ,  
s h a r p ly , a n d  h e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d , ju s t  
lo o k in g  a t  h e r  as  if  h e  w as  h u n g r y .  
W il ly  c o u l d n ’t  q u i te  u n d e r s ta n d  i t ;  
b u t  in  t h a t  m o m e n t  h e  w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  
P a t  H a f e y  a n d  S u e  F a y e  w e r e  v e ry  
w ell a c q u a in t e d  in d e e d . L i k e —lik e  
th e y  w e re  r e la te d  o r  s o m e th in g .

TH E N  S u e  w a s  c o m in g  d o w n  th e  
r u n w a y ; h e r  ey es w e r e  w id e  a n d  

s ta r in g  a n d  lo o k e d  lik e  th e y  d id  th a t  
t im e  s h e  h a d  b e e n  to  a  m u r d e r  s ce n e  
fo r  th e  p a p e r ,  a  b a d  m u r d e r .  H a f e y  
w as b e s id e  h e r .  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  ta k e  
a n y  n o t ic e  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  o p p o s i te  
W illy .

T h e n  sh e  s to p p e d  a b r u p t ly  a n d  
s a id : " T h i s  is W i l l y  B o u l d e r .  I to ld  
y o u  a b o u t  h im  th is  a f t e r n o o n .”

H a f e y  h a d  s la n te d  ey es , w h ic h  g a v e  
h im  a  q u iz z ic a l  lo o k . H e  p u s h e d  b a c k  
h is h a t ,  a n d  W il ly  w a s  s h o c k e d  t o  see  
th a t  H a f e y ’s h a i r ,  v e r y  b l o n d ,  w a s  
th in n in g  in  th e  f r o n t .  H a f e y  s a id :  
“ H iy a , k id ! !  h e a r  y o u ’r e  q u i te  a  
c o m e r !”

W il ly  s a id : " A w — I ’m  ju s t  a  p r e l i m  
b o y .”

H a f e y  s a id  in  a l l  s e rio u s n e s s : “ W e  
a ll  w e r e , o n c e . I h e a r  y o u  a r e  f ig h t
in g  a  v e r y  to u g h  c h a r a c t e r  t o n i g h t .”  

W il ly  s a id : " B u s t e r ’s p r e t t y  g o o d .”  
H a f e y  s a id : " Y o u  g o in g  to  k a y o  

h i m ? ” H e  h a d  a  w a y  o f  ta lk in g , e asy , 
s o r t  o f  s la n g , b u t  in  c o r r e c t  E n g l i s h .  
L i k e  M iss S u e .

W il ly  s a id  p r o u d ly :  “ I ’m  m o r e  a  
b o x e r  ty p e . L i k e  y o u !”

M iss S u e  sa id  in  a  c h o k e d  s o r t  o f  
v o ic e :  “ T h e r e !  Y o u  see? T h e  b o y  
is lik e  y o u , ,P a t .  A  s lic k  b o x e r .”

P a t  H a f e y  d id  n o t  e v e n  lo o k  a t  S u e . 
H e  s a id : “ K id , y o u  lo o k  p o w e r f u l  f o r  
o n e - th ir ty .  C a n  y o u  h i t  g o o d ? ”

" M e b b e .  I f  I s e t m y s e lf ,”  W i l l y  s a id  
d u b io u s ly .

S u e  s a id : “ G iv e  h i m  a d v ic e ,  P a t .  
Y o u ’v e  f o u g h t  th e m  a l l .  N o  c h a m 
p io n  e v e r  w h ip p e d  y o u , P a t .  T e l l  m y  
y o u n g  f r ie n d .”

P a t  H a f e y  s a id  t h r o u g h  stiff  l ip s :  
“ Y o u  h a v e  a n y o n e  in  y o u r  c o r n e r  t o 
n ig h t ,  W i l ly ? ”

" H a p p y —h e ’s m y  p a l —h e ’s w o r k 
in g ,”  s a id  W il ly ,  m a n a g i n g  to  p r o 
n o u n c e  th e  fin a l g ,  s p e a k in g  v e r y  
c a r e f u l ly .  “ I w a s  g o i n ’—g o in g  to  ask  
s o m e o n e .”

P a t  s a id : “ I ’ll w o rk  y o u r  c o r n e r ,  
k id .”

S u e  s a id : “ T h a t ’s m ig h ty  w h ite  o f  
y o u , P a t .  A ls o  i t  is v e r y  c o lo r f u l .

G o o d  c o p y , as  y o u  a lw a y s  a r e  g o o d  
c o p y , P a t . ”

H a f e y  s a id : " C o m e  o n , W i l ly .  W e ’ll 
ta lk  th is  o v e r .” H e  tu r n e d  a w a y  f ro m  
M iss  S u e  w i th o u t  a  f a r e w e ll .  W i l ly  
h e s i t a te d ,  b u t  th e  f ly in g  s k ir t  d is a p 
p e a r e d  a r o u n d  a  c o r n e r ,  a n d  s h e  w as  
r u n n i n g  f o r  th e  p r e s s -b o x  e n t r a n c e  
S o  W i l l y  w e n t  in  a n d  w i th  h is  h e a r t  
p o u n d in g  s t r a n g e ly , d r e s s e d  a n d  h a d  
h is  h a n d s  b a n d a g e d  b y  P a t  H a f e y .

T h e  a n n o u n c e r  s m o o th e d  b a c k  h is  
p a t e n t - l e a t h e r  h a i r  a n d  lo v e d  i t .  F o r  
h im  i t  m e a n t  d r a m a —a  firs t p r e l i m 
i n a r y  b e tw e e n  lo c a l  b o y s , w i th  th e  
m a in - b o u t  a t t r a c t i o n  s e c o n d in g  o n e  
o f  th e  b o y s . T h e n  B u s te r  D a n e ’s 
m a n a g e r  m a d e  a  fu ss  a b o u t  i t ,  c l a i m 
in g  P a t  H a f e y  h a d  n o  s e c o n d ’s l i 
c e n s e ; a n d  P a t ,  w i th  a  h a lf -s m ile ,  
a v e r r e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  o n e ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  a n d  
th e  a n n o u n c e r  w e n t  o n  w i th  h is  a n 
n o u n c i n g ,  a n d  th e  s c a n t  e a r ly  c ro w d  
o f  r in g s id e r s  lo o k e d  b o r e d ,  b u t  th e  
g a l le r y -g o d s  lik e d  i t  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  a n 
n o u n c e r  a n d  b e l lo w e d  a p p r o v a l .

W i l l y  w a s  f u s se d . N o t  t h a t  H a f e y  
s a id  a n y th i n g  to  h i m  t h a t  e x c i t e d  h im .  
I n  f a c t ,  th e  g r e a t  m a n  s a id  v e r y  l i t 
t le . H e  w o r e  h is  s u i t  t r o u s e r s  a n d  a  
s w e a te r ,  a n d  g r in n e d  a t  W i l l y  a n d  
w in k e d  a t  B u s t e r  D a n e ,  w h o  w a s  five  
p o u n d s  h e a v ie r  a t  o n e -th ir ty -f iv e , a n d  
lo o k e d  b u r l y  a n d  h a i r y  a n d  to u g h .

“ Y o u  c a n  t i e  h i m  in  k n o ts ,  k i d ,”  
H a f e y  s a id .

W i l l y  s a id : “ I ’ll  k a y o  h i m  f o r  y o u .  
M r . H a f e y .”

" S u r e ,  s u r e ,”  s a id  H a f e y ,  lo o k in g  
d o w n  a t  r in g s id e . M iss  S u e  h a d  c o m e  
in  w i th  W o o d s ,  th e  Star s p o r ts  w r i te r ,  
a  h a n d s o m e  y o u n g  g u y  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
a n  A l l -A m e r i c a  b a c k  a t  M id s t a te  U .  
M iss  S u e  lo o k e d  w o r r ie d  a n d  W o o d s  
k e p t  t a l k in g  to  h e r  in  a  lo w  v o ic e  a n d  
s ta r in g  a t  W i l l y 's  c o r n e r .  T h e r e  w a s  
s o m e th i n g  s c r e w y  g o in g  o n ,  W i l ly  
t h o u g h t .  Y o u  c o u l d  a lw a y s  te l l  w h e n  
o l d e r  p e o p le  w e r e  c o n n iv i n g  a t  s o m e 
th in g .  M iss  S u e  s e e m e d  a n g r y  a t  P a t  
H a f e y .  I f  th e y  w e r e  g a n g in g  u p  o n  
H a f e y ,  W i l l y  w a s  g o in g  to  g e t  s o re .

H e  w e n t  o u t  to  r i n g  c e n t e r ;  a n d  
A r t i e ,  th e  p r e l i m  r e f e r e e ,  s a id  th e  s a m e  
o ld  th in g s . H e  w e n t  b a c k , a n d  H a f e y  
to o k  h is  r o b e  a w a y  a n d  s te p p e d  o u t 
s id e  th e  r o p e s  a n d  s a id  o n ly : “ L e t ’s 
see  w h a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  a n d  w h a t  l ie ’s 
g o t .  T h e n  I  c a n  a d v is e  y o u .”  H e  
w a s  s e r io u s , a n d  h is  ey es w e r e  s h a r p  
n o w , o n  W i l l y .  I t  m a d e  W i l l y  fee l  
w o n d e r f u l ,  h a v in g  H a f e y  in  th e r e ,  
w o r k in g  w i th  h i m . H e  a lm o s t  b u s te d  
w i th  h o w  g o o d  i t  m a d e  h i m  f e e l . H e  
w a s  y a n k in g  h a r d  o n  th e  u p p e r  r o p e  
w h e n  th e  b e l l  c la n g e d  in  h is  e a r .

H e  w h e e le d  a n d  r u s h e d  o u t .  H e  
h e ld  h is  h a n d s  h ig h , a s  P o p  h a d  t a u g h t  
h i m , h is  le f t  d a r t i n g  o u t .  H e  h a d  a  
c e r t a i n  r h y t h m  a n d  s m o o th n e s s  w h ic h  
b affled  th e  o t h e r  p r e l i m in a r y  f ig h te rs . 
I t  w a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h a t  in d e f in 
a b le  th in g  c a l le d  “ c la s s .”  H e  p u m p e d  
th e  le f t  in to  B u s te r  D a n e ’s f a c e .

B u s te r  D a n e  c o u ld  ta k e  i t .  H e  w as  
a  b u tc h e r  b o y , a  r o u g h ,  to u g h  p r o d 
u c t  o f  th e  D o w n  N e c k  s e c t io n , a  b u l
ly  b o y  o f  th e  o ld  s c h o o l .  H e  w as a  
y e a r  o r  tw o  o l d e r  th a n  W il ly ,  a n d  h is  
m u s c le s  w e r e  th o s e  o f  a  g r o w n  m a n .  
H e  a b s o r b e d  th e  le f ts  p a t ie n t ly .  H is  
g a m e  w a s  to  w a i t  w i th  t h a t  b ig  r ig h t  
h a n d . O n e  o p e n in g ,  a n d  h e  c o u ld  
s in k  b ig g e r  a n d  b e t te r  m e n  th a n  
W il ly .

W i l l y  ja b b e d ,  d a n c e d ,  ja b b e d ,  w o r k 
in g  fa s t . H e  w a n te d  to  s h o w  i t  to  
P a t  H a f e y ,  a l l  o f  i t .  H e  d a n c e d  in  a n d  
d u c k e d  u n d e r  a  r i g h t  a n d  th r e w  his  
o w n  in s id e  B u s t e r ’s r i g h t  a n d  g o t  h o m e  
o n  th e  b o d y . I t  w a s  a  g o o d  p u n c h ,  
a n d  h e  e le c te d  to  s ta y  in  c lo se .

B o b b in g  a n d  w e a v in g , h e  w as in  
B u s t e r ’s t e r r i t o r y ,  w i th in  r e a c h  o l  
B u s t e r ’s p u n c h e s .  W i l ly  t im e d  it ,  
w a t c h i n g  B u s t e r ’s a t t e m p t s  to  s lu g , 
t i m i n g  th e  r h y t h m  o f  i t ,  b e a t in g  th e  
b ig g e r  b o y  e v e r y  t im e . H e  b lo c k e d  o r  
s l ip p e d  e v e r y  b lo w , a n d  it  b e g a n  to  b e  
v e r y  e a s y  a n d  h is  e l a t i o n  ro s e , a n d  fo r  
a  m o m e n t  h e  w a s  r i d i n g  th e  c r e s t  o f  
th e  w a v e . T h e y  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  a b le  
to  h i t  h i m , t o  h u r t  h im , a n d  th is  w as  
f in e , b e a t in g  a  t a t t o o  o n  p o o r  B u s te r .

H e  s te p p e d  b a c k  to  a v o id  a  c l in c h  
a n d  le v e le d  o ft w i th  a  lo n g  ja b . H e  
sa w  a n  o p e n in g .  H is  h e e ls  c a m e  d o w n ,  
h is  to e s  g r ip p e d  c a n v a s . H e  th r e w  
th e  lo n g e s t ,  h a r d e s t  r i g h t  o f  h is  s h o r t  
c a r e e r .

B u s te r  c h u n k e d  i t  in  th e r e .  H is  
b ig  a r m  u n d o u b l e d ,  th e  fist c o c k e d  o n  
h is  h a i r y  c h e s t  s h o t  o u t  lik e  a  p is to n  
r o d .  I t  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  p u n c h ,  a n d  it  
la n d e d  s q u a r e  o n  W i l l y ’s ja w .

T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  r e s in  o n  th e  c a n 
v a s , a n d  W i l l y ’s f a c e  w a s  in  i t ,  a n d  
th e  a c r i d  o d o r  o f  it  w a s  in  h is  n o s 
t r i ls .  H e  k e p t  p u s h in g  a t  s o m e th in g ,  
a n d  f o r  s e v e r a l  s e c o n d s  o f  th e  c o u n t  
h e  d i d  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w a s  th e  
f lo o r  o f  th e  r in g .

HE  n e v e r  h e a r d  th e  c o u n t .  H e  g o t  
u p  o n ly  b e c a u s e  s o m e th i n g  d e e p  

in s id e  to ld  h i m  i t  w a s  th e  th in g  h e  
h a d  t o  d o . H e  g o t  u p  a n d  p u t  u p  h is  
h a n d s  a n d  t r ie d  to  j i g  a l i t t l e .

A  r u s h in g  f lu r ry  o f  l e a t h e r  s m o th 
e r e d  h i m . H e  o p e n e d  h is  m o u t h  to  
g a s p  f o r  a i r ,  a n d  th e  m o u t h p i e c e  fell 
o n  th e  c a n v a s  a n d  r o l le d  in  a  l i t t le  
h a l f - c i r c le  a n d  th e  r e f e r e e  th r e w  it  to  
th e  c o r n e r .  W i l l y  tr ie d  to  r u n .  T h e r e  
w a s  b lo o d  o n  h is  f a c e  n o w . a n d  B u s te r  
w a s  c a l l i n g  h is  s h o ts , b u t  v e r y  a n x 
io u s . D im ly , W i l l y  s e n s e d  th a t  B u s te r  
w a s  a n x i o u s .  H e  fe ll  in  c lo s e , t r y in g  
to  t i e  u p  B u s t e r ’s s t r o n g  a r m s . H o u r s  
p a s s e d , a n d  h e  w a s  d r i p p i n g  b lo o d .

T h e n  th e  r e f e r e e  h a d  h im  b y  th e  
a r m  a n d  w a s  le a d in g  h i m  to  h is  c o r 
n e r ,  a n d  th e  c r o w d  w as  s h o u tin g  a n d  
l a u g h i n g  a  l i t t le .  I t  w a s  o n ly  a  fo u r-  
r o u n d  p r e l i m —it  d id  n o t  m a t t e r  t o  a n y 
o n e .  S o m e o n e  s a id : " T h e  flash y  b o y  
c a n  ta k e  i t ,  a n y w a y . M o s t  o f  ’e m  
c a n ’t . ”  T h a t  w a s  W o o d s ,  a n d  M iss
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S u e  w as te l l in g  h im  o il , W illy  k n ew  
s o m e h o w . M iss S u e  w o u ld n ’t  s ta n d  
f o r  th a t  k in d  o f  ta lk  a b o u t  W il ly .

D e f t  h a n d s  w e r e  f ix in g  h is  fa c e . Hat 
H a f e y  w a s  n o t  r u b b in g  h im  n o r  b e a t 
in g  o n  h is  leg s n o r  s h r ie k in g  in  his  
e a r .  H e  w as ju s t  p a t c h in g  th e  c u t  
o v e r  W il ly ’s e y e  a n d  ta lk in g  in  a n  o r 
d in a r y , c o n v e r s a t io n a l  to n e . “ T h a t

e a g e t a g a in  H e  h e a r d  A r t  c o u n t 
in g . . . .

H e  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  it .  H e  
tu r n e d  o v e r  o n  h is  h a n d s  a n d  k n ees . 
H e  w as s tr a n g e ly  b e y o n d  h u r t ,  t i e  
fe lt  a ll  r ig h t ,  o n ly  w e a k . H e  g o t  u p  
a t  n in e . . . .

B u s te r  c a m e . T h i s  t im e  W il ly  w as  
n o t  so  fre s h . H e  w e n t d o w n  a g a in ,

w as h is  r o u n d . V o u  s u c k e r e d  y o u r s e lf ,  
k id . N o w  g o  h a c k  a n d  b o x  h im . H e  
h o ld s  h is  le f t to o  lo w . R e m e m b e r  
th a t .  H e  h o ld s  h is  le f t  to o  lo w  Y o u  
k n o w  w h a t th a t  m e a n s .’ ’

W il ly  s a id : “ Y e a h . 1 k n o w .’
H a fe y  s a id : “ D o n ’ t ta lk . J u s t  re

l a x .  Y o u ’r e  a ll  r ig h t  H e  m issed  v o u  
p le n ty .”

W il ly  s a id : "O k ay , M i . H a l e y .” 
1 'h e  b e ll r a n g , a n d  h e  w a s n ’t a ll  

r ig h t .  H e  w e n t o u t ,  a n d  B u s te r  w as  
h o ld in g  h is  le f t to o  lo w , a l l  r ig h t .  H e  
g o t o v e r  it a n d  ja b b e d . H e  ja b b e d  
a n d  ja b b e d . H e  w as s till  d a z e d , b u t  
h e  k n e w  e n o u g h  to  j a b .  H e  b e g a n  
to  feel n u m b  f ro m  le f t  fist to  e lb o w , 
b u t  h e  saw  B u s te r ’s e y e  c lo s e  c o m  
p le te ly ,  w h ic h  is a ll  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  ol 
th a t  r o u n d .

H e  n e v e r  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  th ir d ,  
e i th e r ,  e x c e p t  as  a b lu r . It w as th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  f o u r th  w h e n  h e  a w o k e . 
H a f e y  h a d  k e p t  h im  b o x in g .  H e  h ad  
w o n  e v e ry  m o m e n t  o f  e v e ry  r o u n d ,  
a n d  B u s te r ’s ey e  w as a m ess . C o m in g  
b a rk  Iro m  th e  k n o c k d o w n , h e  w as o n

his way 10 v ic to .y  a g a in  H e  sen sed  
it in  B u s te r ’s d is c o u r a g e d , d o g g e d ,  
p lo d d in g  g a it .

H e  lo o k e d  a t  H a le y , w h o  w as  
c r o u c h e d  d o w n  ai th e  a p r o n  o l  th e  
r in g , h is  fa c e  c a lm . H a f e y  n o d d e d  
a n d  ja b b e d  th e  a ir  w ith  h is  left It 
w as a c in c h  d e s p ite  th e  b a d  s ta r t .  H e  
h a d  o n ly  to  g o  th r o u g h  a m in u te  a n d  
a h a ll  o l  ja b b in g .

E x u l t a n c e  r e tu r n e d  to  h im . H e  
p u rs u e d  th e  b a c k t r a c k i n g ,  s u lle n  
B u s te r .  H e  ja b b e d . B u s te r  t r ie d  to  
b lo c k . T h e r e  w as a n  o p e n in g . W il ly  
s h if te d , s itin g  his r ig h t  as  h a r d  as  h e  
k n ew  h o w .

T h e  b u i ld in g  te ll  in  u p o n  h im . H e  
sa t w a tc h in g  th e  sk y , a n d  k n e w  it  w as  
n o t a b u ild in g  a t  a l l ,  b e c a u s e  th is  w as  
o u td o o r s ,  in  th e  b a ll p a r k . H e  saw  
B u s te r  in  a c o r n e r ,  p r a n c in g ,  n o w

flat. I t to o k  h im  a w h ile  to  g e t  o n  Ins 
k n e e . H e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  lo o k in g  
s t r a ig h t  a t  P a t  H a le y . W a r m  b lo o d  
r a n  d o w n  his c h e e k  f ro m  th e  re 
o p e n e d  c u t .  H a f e y  w as c o u n t in g  fo r  
h im , h o ld in g  u p  fin g ers .

H e  g o t  u p . B u s te r  w as s t r o n g  as a 
h o rs e . A  s w e e p in g , a w k w a r d  r ig h t  
la n d e d  o n  W il ly ’s c h in .  H e  w en t d o u  n 
a g a in

H e  s ta r e d  a t H a fe y  w ith  b u lg in g  
eyes. H a f e y  w as p u z z le d , le a n in g  lo r- 
w a r d , n o t c o u n t in g  n o w , h is  h a n d s  
flat o n  th e  c a n v a s . W il ls  m a n a g e d  
to  g r in .

H e  g o t  u p . B u s te r  th r e w  a r o u n d 
h o u s e . I t  la n d e d  h ig h , o n  th e  s id e  
o f  W il ly ’s h e a d . I t k n o c k e d  h im  o v e r , 
b u t  d id  n o t h u r t  h im . H e  to o k  n in e .

H a f e y  k e p t  lo o k in g  a t  h im  k in d  
o f  f u n n y , w ith  h is  fa c e  d r a w n  a n d  
th in ,  h is  lip s t ig h t .  H e  m a d e  a g e s 
tu r e .  It se e m e d  to  m e a n  s ta y  d o w n  
fo r  n in e , b u t W il ly  a lw a y s  k n ew  
e n o u g h  fo r  th a t .

“ G o  along, Willy, 
I'll introduce von 
to Pat—the bum
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H e  g o t  tip . B u s te r ,  a r m -w e a r y  f ro m  
p u n c h i n g  h im , c a m e  in , s q u a r in g  off. 
B u s te r  e ssa y e d  a c lu m s y  le f t . W il ly  
sw a y e d  o u t  o f  r e a c h .  B u s te r  th r e w  
a n  o v e r h e a d  r ig h t .

W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  s o m e th in g , t h o u g h t  
W il ly . A  s u c k e r  p u n c h .  P o o r ,  d u m b  
B u s te r .

H e  fell in s id e  th e  o v e r h a n d  r ig h t .  
H is  o w n  p u n c h  s ta r te d  f r o m  s o m e  
p la c e  c lo s e  to  th e  c a n v a s  a n d  c a m e  
d r iv in g  u p . I t  w as  a ll  h e  h a d  le f t ,  
a n d  h e  f e lt  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  g o o d  
e n o u g h . B u t  i t  w a s  th e  th in g  to  d o .

H e  fe lt  it  g o  h o m e  a n d  f la ile d  a  le f t  
h o o k . I t  l a n d e d , to o . B u s te r  w a s  g o 
in g  b a c k , a n d  h e  lo o k e d  v e r y  s ic k  f ro m  
th e  u p p e r c u t  to  th e  b o d y . W i l ly  
b r a c e d  h im s e lf , s w a y in g , t r y in g  to  g e t  
h is b e a r in g s . B u s te r ,  o n  th e  r o p e s ,  
w as c o v e r in g  lik e  a  t u r t le .

W il ly  s ta g g e r e d  f o r w a r d . H e  p r ie d  
a t  B u s te r ’s h a n d s  w ith  h is  le f t .  H e  
o p e n e d  th e m  a n d  c h u g g e d  a  r i g h t  to  
th e  fa ce . B u s te r  r o l le d  o n  th e  r o p e s ,  
c a m e  off w ith  a  d e s p e r a te  r i g h t  s w in g .

W il ly  c o u ld  n o t  e v a d e  it .  H e  w as  
to o  t i r e d . H e  sa w  i t  c o m in g  a n d  i t  
w a s  a n o th e r  s u c k e r  p u n c h ,  b u t  h e  
c o td d  d o  n o th i n g .  I t  w as  p r e t t y  s illy , 
b u t  h e  ju st h a d  to  ta k e  it .

H e  w o u n d  u p  o n  th e  f lo o r  in  h is  
o w n  c o r n e r .  H e  r o l le d  o v e r  a n d  g o t  
h is  fe e t  u n d e r  h im  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  H a -  
fey  a n d  s a id  c o n f id e n t ia l ly  a n d  w i th  
h u m o r :  ‘‘A i n t  w e  g o t  f u n ? ”

H e  g o t  u p  a t  n in e . B u s te r  c a m e  
lu m b e r in g , d o g -w e a ry . T h e y  fe ll in to  
a  c l in c h . W i l ly  p u m p e d  b o th  h a n d s  
to  th e  b o d y . I f  h e  c o u ld  g e t  B u s te r  
p r o p p e d  u p  as  a  ta r g e t  a n d  r e s t  a  m o 
m e n t ,  h e  fe lt  h e  m ig h t  la n d  o n e  m o r e  
g o o d  o n e . H e  ja b b e d . . . .

I 'h e  b e ll r a n g  off s o m e  p l a c e  in  th e  
d is ta n c e . T h e  r e f e r e e  w a s  in  b e tw e e n  
h im  a n d  B u s te r .  H e  t r ie d  to  h i t  B u s 
te r  w ith  th e  r ig h t ,  b u t  A r t  p r e v e n te d  
h im , w h ic h  d id  n o t  s e e m  f a ir .  H e  
p r o te s te d  a n d  A r t  s a id : " I t ’s o v e r ,  y o u  
d u m m y !”

W il ly  s a id : " O h !  I ’m  s o r ry . I 
d i d n ’t  k n o w —”  H e  w a lk e d  to  h is  
c o r n e r  o n  w id d e r s h in s . H e  le a n e d  o n  
th e  r o p e s  a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  a t  h is  s e c 
o n d  a n d  s a id : " I ’m  s o r ry , M r . H a f e y .  
I g o t  in  to o  m u c h  o f  a  h u r r y ,  l ik e  M iss  
S u e  s a id .”

HA F E Y  s a id  q u ie t l y :  " Y o u  d i d  a ll  
r ig h t ,  k id . . . . T h e  c r o w d  lo v e d  

it .  T h e y ’r e  g iv in g  y o u  th e  b ig  m i t t  
r ig h t  n o w .”

T h e r e  w a s  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  n o is e  W i l 
ly  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  b e f o r e .  P e o p le  
s e e m e d  to  b e  p le a s e d  a b o u t  s o m e th in g .  
A r t  w as c o l l e c t in g  th e  s lip s . W i l ly  
lo o k e d  d o w n  a t  M iss  S u e  a n d  s a id :  
“ I ’m  s o r ry , M iss  S u e . I m u f fe d  th is  
o n e .”

S h e  h e a r d  h im . S h e  c le n c h e d  h e r  
h a n d s  a n d  m i n e d  h im  v ig o r o u s ly . A r t  
w a s  in  r in g  c e n te r ,  a n d  th e  a n n o u n c e r  
w a s  r e a d in g  th e  s lip s  w i th  h im . H a 
fey  w as m o p p in g  W il ly  w ith  a  s p o n g e

w h ic h  f e l t  v e r y  g o o d . I n  a  m o m e n t  
h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  g o  o v e r  a n d  c o n 
g r a t u l a t e  B u s te r .  H e  d id  n o t  m in d  
th a t ,  b u t  B u s te r  w o u ld  c r o w  o v e r  h im  
p le n ty  u n t i l  th e y  m e t  a g a i n ,  i f  C a s p a r  
w o u ld  p u t  th e m  o n  a g a in .  . . .

A r t  s a id : “ T h e  d e c is io n  is—a  d r a w !” 
W i l l y  b l in k e d . H e  s ta r e d  a t  P a t  

H a f e y . H e  w a lk e d  o u t ,  a n d  B u s te r  
m e t  h i m , a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  c u r io u s  r e 
s p e c t  in  B u s t e r ’s o n e  g o o d  e y e . W i l ly  
s a id  h o n e s t ly :  “ I t h o u g h t  y o u  w in ,  
B u s t e r .”

" I  w in  o k a y ,”  B u s te r  m u m b le d .  
T h e r e  w a s  b lo o d  o n  h is  m o u t h .  “ I 
w u z  r o b b e d .”

“ I ’ll f ig h t y o u  a g a i n ,”  W il ly  o ffe re d .  
B u s te r  lo o k e d  s l ig h tly  h o r r i f ie d  a n d  

b a c k e d  off. W i l l y  t u r n e d  a n d  w a lk e d  
o u t  o f  th e  r in g ,  w i th  H a f e y  h o ld i n g  
th e  r o p e s  a p a r t ,  a n d  th e y  w e n t  t o  th e  
d r e s s in g - r o o m . W i l l y  to o k  a  s h o w e r  
a n d  c a m e  o u t ,  a n d  H a f e y  w a s  s i t t in g  
o n  th e  ta b le ,  s w in g in g  h is  le g s . H is  
s la n t  ey e s  s ta r e d  a t  W i l l y .  H e  s a id :  
“ Y o u  k e p t  g e t t i n g  u p .”

W il ly  s a id : " I  r e a l ly  lo s t ,  h u h ? ”
“ H e  o n ly  h i t  y o u  a b o u t  f o u r  t im e s ,”  

s a id  H a f e y .  “ H e  c a n  s o c k .”
W il ly  s a id : “ I d o n e  w r o n g , h u h ? ”  
“ Y e a h ,”  s a id  H a f e y .  “ Y o u  d o n ’ t 

k n o w  m u c h .  Y o u  d o  a  lo t  o f  b a d  
th in g s  in  th e r e .  B u t  y o u  k e e p  g e t 
t i n g  u p .”

“ W e l l — ”  s a id  W il ly .  H e  f e l t  s o m e 
w h a t  e m b a r r a s s e d .

H a f e y  s a id : " I ’m  g o in g  in to  th e  l i t 
t le  d r e s s in g - r o o m  a n d  l ie  d o w n . I a l 
w a y s  ta k e  a  n a p .  . . .  I  w ish  y o u  h a d  
a  l ic e n s e  a n d  c o u l d  s w in g  a  to w e l f o r  
m e .”

“ I ’ll b e  w i th  M iss  S u e , in  th e  p re s s  
r o w ,”  W i l l y  s a id  e a g e r ly .  “ B o x  h is  
e a r s  off, M r . H a f e y .  C h i g ’s a  h i t t e r ,  
a n d  fa s t , b u t  h e  c a n ’t  b e a t  y o u . H e  
k e tc h e s  to o  m a n y  in  o r d e r  t o  la n d  
o n e .”

“ L i k e  B u s t e r ,”  H a f e y  n o d d e d . " I ’ll 
see  y o u  a f t e r  th e  m a i n  g o , W i l l y .”  

W i l l y  w a s  a ll  th e  w a y  to  r in g s id e  
b e f o r e  th e  la s t  r e m a r k  r e g is te r e d .  
H a f e y  w a n te d  to  s e e  h im  l a t e r — t h a t  
w as f u n n y . W h y  s h o u ld  a  b ig  s ta r  
l ik e  H a f e y  w a n t  to  see  h im ?

H e  c r o w d e d  in  b e tw e e n  S u e  a n d  
W o o d s ,  a n d  th e  r e p o r t e r  s a id : " Y o u  
r e a l ly  c a u g h t  s o m e . Y o u  m u s t  fee l  
r o c k y .”

" O h ,  n o ,”  s a id  W i l l y .  " I t  d o n ’t 
h u r t  w h e n  y o u ’r e  in  s h a p e . M y  h e a d  
b u z z e s  a  l i t t l e ,  t h a t ’s a l l .”  H e  p o u n d e d  
a  h a r d  p a l m  o n  h is  r o u n d  s k u ll a n d  
g r in n e d  a t  M iss  S u e .

S h e  s a id : " W i l l y ,  I lo v e  y o u  d e a r ly ,  
b u t  w h a t  a  c h u m p  y o u  a r e ! ”

“ I k n o w . I  w a n te d  t o  s h o w  H a f e y ,”  
s a id  W i l l y  p e n i te n t ly .

W o o d s  la u g h e d . “ Y o u  d id  s h o w  
h im . I r o n i c ,  is n ’ t i t ,  S u e ? ”

M iss  S u e  s a id : “ S h u t  u p . Y o u  
d o n ’t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g .”

“ B u t  I ’m  a  h e ll  o f  a  g u e s s e r ,”  sa id  
W o o d s .  " L e t  m e  see . H a f e y  is th ir ty -  
tw o . C h i g  D o la n  is tw e n ty -o n e .
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G e o r g e  M in e r  a n d  L o u  F a r e s e  h a v e  
p o o le d  a  f o r t u n e  b e h in d  C h ig . T h e y  
a r e  t r y in g  to  g e t  C a n z o n e r i  h e r e ,  a n d  
th e y  n e e d  a  g o o d  w in  to  d o  i t .” 

“ H a f e y  c a n  b e a t  C h i g ,” s a id  W il ly .  
“ I ’m  t e l l i n ’ y o u .”

W o o d s  w in k e d  a t  S u e  o v e r  W i l l y ’s 
h e a d . S u e  s c o w le d  a n d  b i t  l ip s tic k  off 
h e r  l ip .  S h e  s u r e  lo o k e d  y o u n g  a n d  
g o o d  t o n ig h t ,  W i l l y  t h o u g h t  a g a in .  
T h e  o t h e r  fig h ts  w e n t  o n  a n d  w e r e  off.

W o o d s  s e t t le d  d o w n  a n d  s a id :  
“ W e ’ll  se e  w h o ’s r i g h t  n o w .”

Miss Sue s a id , w i th o u t  c o n f id e n c e :  
" Y o u ’ll see  y o u ’r e  m is ta k e n .”  

" H a f e y ’Il d e c is io n  h i m ,”  s a id  W il ly  
b l a n d ly .  " H e  t o l ’ m e  s o .”  H a f e y  h a d  
n o t  to ld  h im  a n y  s u c h  th in g , b u t  h e  
w a n te d  to  s h o w  th e m  h e  w a s  r e a l ly  o n  
th e  in s id e . H a f e y  h a d  b e e n  h is  sec
o n d , h a d n ’ t h e ?  A n d  i t  w as  a  h a r m 
less lie , b e c a u s e  H a f e y  c o u ld  e a s ily  
o u t b o x  C h ig . W i l ly  h a d  a c te d  as  s p a r 
r in g  p a r t n e r  f o r  C h i g  s e v e r a l  t im e s .  
C h i g  w a s  ea sy  to  h i t ,  a n d  lo v e d  to  a t 
ta c k  a ll  th e  t im e . H e  w a s  a  to u g h  
b o y , b u t  w a s  h e  B e n n y  L e o n a r d ,  w as  
h e  R o c k y  K a n s a s ,  w a s  h e  T o n y ?

W o o d s  s a id : " I  h e a r  H a f e y  w e n t  
b r o k e  in  ’2 9  a n d  h a s  ju s t  g o t  b a c k  o n  
h is  f e e t .  I h e a r  t h e r e  is r e a l ly  h e a v y  
d o u g h  b e t  o n  D o l a n .”

M iss  S u e  s a id : “ S h u t  u p , W o o d s y !”  
“ I w a s  ju s t  p r e p a r i n g  o u r  h e ro -  

w o r s h i p e r ,” s a id  W o o d s .
W i l l y  s a id : “ N o w  w a i t ,  W o o d s y .  

I ’m  n o  d u m b b e l l .  A r e  y o u  h i n t i n ’ th a t  
H a f e y  is g o in g  in  th e  t a n k —t h a t  h e  
b e t  o n  D o la n ? ”

M iss  S u e  s a id  h a s t i ly :  “ W o o d s y  
th in k s  h e  is W e s tb r o o k  P e g le r  a n d  
Sherlock Holmes r o l le d  i n to  o n e .”  

W il ly  h a d  to  lo o k  u p  to  th e  ta l l ,  
h u s k y  r e p o r t e r ’s f a c e .  W o o d s  w e ig h e d  
a b o u t  tw o -te n  in  g o o d  s h a p e . W il ly  
s a id  to  h im , q u i t e  d e l ib e r a te l y :  “ A f te r  
th e  f ig h t, a f t e r  H a f e y  k n o c k s  off C h i g ’s 
d a m n ’ e a r s ,  I a m  g o n n a  b u s t  y o u  r ig h t  
in  th e  n o s e !”

" O k a y ,  k i d ,”  s a id  W o o d s  g o o d -n a 
tu r e d ly .

“ Y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h a t , ”  s a id  W il ly .  
" O k a y ,”  s a id  W o o d s  w i th  e q u a l  so 

le m n i ty .
M iss  S u e  s a id : " T h e y ’r e  c o m in g  in .”  

S h e  w a s  t r e m b l in g  a  l i t t le ,  a n d  W il ly  
r e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  to o k  h e r  h a n d  to  k e e p  
i t  f r o m  s h a k in g  so . a n d  s h e  c lu n g  t i g h t 
ly  to  h im  a n d  d id  n o t  le t  g o  a l l  d u r 
in g  th e  f ig h t. T h a t  w a s  w h a t  m a d e  
W i l l y  k n o w  s h e  w a s  s c a r e d .

D u r i n g  th e  in t r o d u c t io n s  a n d  w h a t 
n o t ,  h e  k n e w  h e r  f e a r ,  a n d  a s  P a t  
H a f e y  w a s  in t r o d u c e d ,  s q u in t in g  in  
th e  lig h ts ,  w a v in g  to  th e  a p p la u s e  h e  
r e m e m b e r e d  s o m e th i n g  e lse .

H e  r e m e m b e r e d  M in e r  a n d  F a r e s e  
in  th e  d r e s s in g - r o o m . H a d  th e y  b e e n  
w a i t in g  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h e n  W il ly  
b a r g e d  in ?  H a d  th e y  b e e n  w a i t in g  
f o r  P a t ,  e a r ly ,  b e f o r e  a n v o n e  c a m e  
d o w n  to  th e  d r e s s in g - r o o m ?  P a t  h a d  
g o n e  in , a n d  th e n  h e  h a d  c o m e  o u t



a n d  S u e  h a d  b e e n  e x c i te d  a b o u t  s o m e 
th in g .

H e  s ta r e d  a t  S u e ’s f lu s h e d  c h e e k s , 
h e r  to o -b r ig h t  ey es . S h e  n e v e r  to o k  
h e r  g a z e  f r o m  P a t  H a f e y . B u t  h e  d id  
n o t  lo o k  d o w n  a t  h e r .  H e  s h e d  h is  
r o b e  a n d  le t  th e m  fa s te n  th e  r e d  g lo v e s  
to  h is  h a n d s  a n d  ju s t  lo o k e d  a t  th e  
f lo o r.

C h ig  D o la n  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  s it  s til l .  
H e  w a s  a l l  w ire s  a n d  s l id in g , s m o o th  
m u s c le . H e  w a s  a  f ig h tin g  m a c h in e ,  
a  g o o d  b o y , a n d  h e  h a d  th e  t e m p e r a 
m e n t ,  th e  lo v e  o f  i t ,  a n d  h e  h a d  sp e e d .  
F a r e s e  w as ta lk in g  in  h is  e a r  w ith  
g r e a t  v o lu b il i ty ,  a n d  C h i g  w a s  s c o w l
in g  a n d  fu ssin g  a n d  a n x io u s .

W i l l y ’s s to m a c h  b e g a n  to  f lu t te r  as  
th o u g h  a  c lo u d  o f  w h ite  m o th s  h a d  
b e e n  r e le a s e d  w ith in  h im . H is  ja w  
se t, a n d  h is  g r ip  o n  S u e ’s h a n d  t i g h t 
e n e d . F a r e s e —M in e r —th e s e  w e r e  m e n  
h e  h a d  h e a r d  v a g u e  r u m o r s  a b o u t .  
T h e  f ig h t g a m e  is fu ll  o f  r u m o r s  o f  
s h a d y  d o in g s , m o s t  o f  th e m  t r u e ,  h e  
k n e w .

B u t  P a t  H a f e y , w ith  h is  s p le n d id  
r e c o r d , h is  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  le v e lin g  a t  
a ll  t im e s —h e  w a s  a  tw o -to -o n e  f a v o r i te  
to n ig h t .  T h e  p u b l ic  w a s  b a c k in g  h im  
s tr o n g . I f  W i l ly  c o u ld  h a v e  a f fo r d e d  
i t ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  la id  s o m e  m o n e y  
h im s e lf , a l t h o u g h  W il ly  w a s  n o t  th e n ,  
in  1 9 3 2 , a  g r e a t  b e t te r ,  n o r  d id  h e  e v e r  
b e c o m e  o n e  in  h is  h e a r t ,  b e in g  a  w o r k 
e r , a  c r a f ts m a n , r a t h e r  th a n  a  s p o r t .

H e  s u d d e n ly  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  f o r ty  
d o lla r s  in  h is  p o c k e t .  C a s p a r  h a d  
p a id  h im  o u ts id e  th e  d r e s s in g -ro o m  as  
n e  w e n t  b y , in  a  h u r r y .  W i l ly  to o k  
i t  o u t .  H e  s a id : " J u s t  to  s h o w  y o u  
w h a t  I  m e a n , W o o d s y , p u t  u p  tw e n ty .  
M iss  S u e  w ill h o ld  i t .”

W o o d s  s a id : “ N o , th a n k s , k id .”
M iss  S u e  s a id  s h a r p ly : “ P u t  y o u r  

m o n e y  a w a y .”
W il ly  tu r n e d  in  h is  s e a t . M iss  S u e  

c lu tc h e d  a t  h is  le f t  h a n d ,  b u t  h e  h a d  
th e  m o n e y  in  h is  r ig h t .  H is  v o ic e  r o s e  
a  l i t t le ,  m o r e  th a n  h e  h a d  m e a n t  i t  to , 
b u t  h e  sa w  a  g a m b l e r  h e  k n e w  a n d  
s a id : “ F o r t y  to  tw e n ty  o n  H a f e y .”

T h e  m a n  s a id : “ O k a y , k id . Y o u ’r e  *n."
W il ly  p a s s e d  th e  m o n e y  b a c k  to  a n 

o t h e r  fe llo w  a n d  w ig g le d  f o r  m o r e  
s p a c e , m a k in g  th e  h u s k y  W o o d s  g iv e  
w a y . H e  lo o k e d  u p  a t  H a f e y , a n d  
H a f e y  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  h im . H a f e y  
d i d n ’t lo o k  h a p p y . A  c o ld  f e a r  b e 
g a n  to  m a k e  itse lf  a t  h o m e  a m o n g  th e  
w in g e d  m o th s .

TH E  b e ll  s o u n d e d  a t  lo n g  la s t . M iss  
S u e ’s g r ip  w as  lik e  a  v ise  s q u e e z 

in g  W i l l y ’s s t r o n g  h a n d . C h i g  D o la n  
c a m e  o u t  o f  h is  c o r n e r  o n  b a l l -b e a r 
in g s , th r o w in g  le a t h e r .

H a f e y  m a n e u v e r e d , w e a t h e r in g  th e  
s to r m , b lo c k in g , s l id in g , u s in g  th e  
r o p e s , h is  h e a d  e r e c t ,  f ro s tin e s s  in  h is  
g l in t in g  s h a r p  eyes, b i t in g  th e  m o u t h 
p ie c e , h is  s w if t h a n d s  m a k in g  C h ig  
m iss. W i l l y  g a s p e d  w i th  d e l ig h t  a t

th e  d e f e n s iv e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I t  w a s  s u 
p e r b .  I t  w a s  g lo r io u s  th e  w a y  H a f e y  
h a n d le d  C h ig , m a k in g  h i m  f lo u n d e r  
in  h is  s t r iv in g  a n x io u s n e s s .

T h e y  w e r e  in  H a f e y ’s c o r n e r ,  a n d  h e  
w a s  d o d g in g  a  r i g h t .  H e  d u c k e d  b a c k ,  
h is  le f t  h a n d  lo w . A  le f t  h o o k  c a m e  
w in g in g . H e  c o u ld  h a v e  p e g g e d  i t  o n  
h is  r i g h t  a n d  c o u n te r e d ,  W i l ly  th o u g h t  
a g o n iz e d ly . T h e  p u n c h  w e n t  h o m e  
e x a c t l y  o n  th e  p o in t  o f  H a f e y ’s c h in .

The referee was in between him 
and Buster. He protested, and Art 

said: “It’s over, you dummy!”

T h e  c r o w d  c a m e  u p  as  o n e , a n d  
H a f e y  h i t  th e  d e c k . W i l ly  d r a g g e d  
M iss S u e  e r e c t  w ith  h im . F a r e s e , h is  
b la c k  ey es g le a m in g , w a s  d a n c in g  in  
C h i g ’s c o r n e r .  H a f e y  la y  c u r le d  o n  
h is  s id e  in  th e  c o r n e r ,  a n d  th e  r e f e r e e  
w a s  to l l in g  w i th  d r a m a t i c  g e s tu re s .

T h e  c o ld n e s s  tu r n e d  to  a  lu m p  o l  
ic e . H a f e y  d id  n o t  s t ir .  T h a t  h o o k  
—W il ly  h a d  se e n  i t  c o m in g . W o o d s  
w a s  y e l l in g : “ I k n e w  it ! H e  c a u g h t  
o n e . I  k n e w  i t !  F a r e s e  a n d  M in e r —”

N e i t h e r  W il ly  n o r  M iss S u e  sa id  
a n y th i n g .  T h e y  ju s t  c lu n g  to  e a c h  
o t h e r .  T h e  r e f e r e e  s a id , “ E i g h t .  . . . 
N in e . . . .”

H a f e y  c a m e  t o  h is  fe e t  as  th o u g h  
r e le a s e d  f r o m  a  c a n n o n . A l l  in  o n e  
m o tio n  h e  b o u n d e d  e r e c t .  H is  eyes  
w e r e  g la ssy . H is  s c a n t  b lo n d  h a i r  w as  
o n  e n d . H e  lo o k e d —h e  lo o k e d  old. 
H is  f a c e  w a s  d r a w n  in w a r d . T h e r e  
w a s  a  n e tw o r k  o f  w r in k le s , a l l  e tc h e d  
as d e e p  a s  c a n a ls  in  th is  m o m e n t .  
C h ig  c a m e  in  w ith  h is  s ig h ts  s e t  o n  
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th e  ja w . H e  th r e w  s t r o n g , s h re w d , 
c o n f id e n t  p u n c h e s , m e a s u r in g  e a c h  
o n e  w i th  c o o ln e s s .

H a f e y ’s f e e t  d id  tilin g s  H e  s id e 
s te p p e d , th e n  d a n c e d . H a n d s  a t  h is  
s id e s , h e  b o b b e d  h is  h e a d  b a c k  a n d  
f o r t h .  S o m e h o w  C h i g ’s b lo w s d id  n o t  
la n d .

C h i g  a b a n d o n e d  c a u t i o n ,  g o in g  
a g a in s t  a n  easy  p r e y . H e  s e t h im se lf , 
h a u le d  b a c k . H e  la id  in  th e  le f t , a  
sw in g . I t  m isse d . H e  th r e w  th e  r ig h t ,  
a  fin e , s t r a ig h t  p u n c h , b o o m in g  d o w n  
th e  a lle y .

H a f e y  s te p p e d  in . P iv o t in g  w ith  
h is  fu ll  w e ig h t , h e  le t  h is  o w n  r ig h t  
h a n d  g o  lik e  a  s p e a r .  I t  w as a  tin y  
f r a c t io n  o f  a  s e c o n d  q u ic k e r .  I t  
p lu n k e d  o n  C h i g ’s b u t to n ,  a n d  C h ig  
w as c o m in g  in , a n d  a ll  th e  w e ig h t  o f  
C h i g ’s a t t a c k  a n d  a ll  th e  s le n d e r  
s t r e n g t h  o f  P a t  H a f e y  e x p lo d e d  
a g a in s t  th e  c h in  o f  C h i g  D o la n .

H a f e y  w a lk e d  o n  r u b b e r  leg s to  a  
n e u t r a l  c o r n e r .  H e  h u n g  h im s e lf  o n



th e  to p  r o p e  b y  h is  e lb o w s , a n d  h is  
f a c e  s t i l l  w a s  o l d  a n d  w e a r y . H e  d id  
n o t  lo o k  a t  a n y o n e ; a n d  to  W il ly  i t  
s e e m e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  lo o k in g  w ith in  
h im s e lf  s til l ,  as  h e  h a d  b e e n  s in c e  h e  
c l im b e d  b e tw e e n  th e  r o p e s .

C h i g  D o la n  la y  o n  h is  f a c e .  H is  
f e e t  d r u m m e d  th e  f lo o r , f o r  h e  w as  
a  v e ry  g a m e  b o y , a n d  h is  s u b c o n s c io u s  
w a n te d  h im  to  a r is e . T h e  r e f e r e e  
s a id  th e  t im e -h o n o r e d :  “ E i g h t .  . . . 
N in e . . . .  T e n  a n d  out!"

I t  w as o v e r .  W i l ly  m e c h a n ic a l l y  
a c c e p te d  th e  s ix ty  d o lla r s .  T h e  g a m 
b le r  lo o k e d  b affled ; th e  s ta k e h o ld e r  
m u tt e r e d  s o m e th in g . L o u  F a r e s e  w as  
w h ite  a n d  s to n y -f a c e d , p ic k in g  u p  h is  
f ig h te r . M iss  S u e  d id  n o t  s e e m  e la te d .  
S h e  se e m e d  f r ig h te n e d .

W o o d s  w a s  v e ry  g r a v e . H e  s a id :  
“ I f  i t ’s a  d o u b le -c ro s s —”

W il ly  s a id  to  M iss S u e , " I ’m  g o in g  
to  th e  d r e s s in g -ro o m . H e  s a id  h e  
w a n te d  to  see  m e . I ’m  g o in g .”

H e  r a n ,  v e ry  fa s t . T h e r e  w e r e  k n o ts  
o f  p e o p le ,  e v e r y o n e  e x c i te d  a b o u t  th e  
s u d d e n  e n d in g  o f  th e  b o u t .  H e  h a d  
to  fig h t h is  w a y  th r o u g h  a n d  d o w n  
u n d e r  th e  g r a n d s t a n d .  T h e y  tr ie d  
t o  s to p  h im  a t  th e  r u n w a y , b u t  th e  
o ld  w a t c h m a n  s lip p e d  h im  th r o u g h .  
H e  w e n t  d o w n  to  th e  p r iv a te  r o o m  
w h e r e  H a f e y  h a d  d re s s e d ; i t  w a s  th e  
b a s e b a ll  m a n a g e r ’s l i t t l e  r o o m .

HE  g o t  in , q u ic k ly , w h e n  G e o r g e  
M in e r  w e n t  in . T h e y  t r ie d  to  

s to p  h im , a n d  h e  sa w  F a r e s e , s till  
s to n y -f a c e d . T h e r e  w e r e  tw o  o t h e r  
g u y s  in  th e r e ,  to u g h  g u y s . W i l ly  
k n e w  th e m , a n d  th e y  je r k e d  th e ir  
h e a d s  f o r  h im  to  g e t  o u t ,  b u t  h e  
w a lk e d  a c ro ss  th e  r o o m  v e r y  q u ic k ly  
a n d  g o t  a lo n g s id e  P a t  H a f e y .

M in e r  s a id  lo u d ly : “ G e t  o u t ,  F a 
r e s e .”

T h e  l i t t le  r a c k e te e r  s a id : " I  w as  
ju s t  te l l in ’ h im  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n .” 

M in e r  w a s  a  p in k -f a c e d  m a n , a  
b ig  m a n . H e  s a id : “ N o t  in  th is  p a r k .  
N o t  in  th is  to w n .”

F a r e s e  s a id : " Y o u ’r e  te l l in ’ me?" 
M in e r  s a id : " Y e s .  G e t  o u t .”
F a r e s e  h e s i ta te d . T h e n  h e  m o 

t io n e d  to  th e  tw o  h o o d s , a n d  th e y  
w e n t  o u t .

M in e r  to o k  o u t  a  c ig a r ,  c l ip p e d  
th e  e n d , lo o k e d  a t  H a f e y . H e  s a id :  
" T h e r e ’s a  t r a i n  a t  m id n ig h t .”

H a f e y  s a id : “ I ’ll  ta k e  i t .”
M in e r  to u c h e d  a  m a tc h  to  th e  c ig a r .  

H a f e y  lo o k e d  o ld e r  th a n  h e  h a d  in  th e  
r in g , u p  c lo s e . M in e r  s a id : “ I t  w as  a ll  
y o u  h a d , w a s n ’t  it?  F i f ty  g r a n d .” 

H a f e y  s a id  f la tly : " Y o u  o w e  m e  m y  
e n d  o f  t o n ig h t .”

M in e r  s h o o k  h is  h e a d . “ Y o u  w o n ’t 
g e t  i t .”

H a f e y  d id  n o t  say  a n y th in g . W i l ly  
s h if te d  u n e a s ily . M in e r  lo o k e d  a b 
s e n tly  a t  h im , d id  a  d o u b le -ta k e ,  
lo o k e d  a g a in . H e  s a id : “ A h l  B o u l 
d e r ! ” H e  s h r u g g e d  a n d  s ta r te d  f o r  
th e  d o o r .  W i t h  h is  h a n d  o n  th e  k n o b

h e  s a id : “ I ’m  a  r e a l is t ,  m y s e lf . B e t te r  
b e  s u r e  to  ta k e  t h a t  t r a in .  I  c a n  o n ly  
h o ld  F a r e s e  so  l o n g .”

H a f e y  s a id  n o th i n g .  T h e  d o o r  
c lo s e d . W i l l y  w e n t  o v e r  a n d  lo c k e d  
i t .  H e  s a id : " T a k e  y o u r  s h o w e r , M r .  
H a f e y .”

H a f e y  to o k  h is  b a t h .  H e  s e e m e d  
h a l f  d a z e d , e i t h e r  f r o m  th e  p u n c h  
w h ic h  h a d  la i d  h i m  lo w , o r  b e c a u s e  
o f  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  s in c e . W i l ly  
k n e w  n o w  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ;  W i l ly  
h a d  b e e n  a r o u n d  e n o u g h  to  a d d  u p  
th in g s .

H a f e y  c a m e  o u t  a n d  d o n n e d  h is  
d o u b le -b r e a s te d  s u i t  a n d  p u l le d  his  
s n a p -b r im  h a t  o v e r  h is  e y e . T h e r e  
w as a  s m a ll  b r u is e  o n  h is  ja w . H e  
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p ic k e d  u p  a  h e a v y  p ig s k in  b a g  a n d  
s a id : " S o  lo n g , k id .”

W il ly  s a id : “ M r . H a f e y —1 w o n  
tw e n ty  to n i g h t .”

" I  sa w  y o u  m a k e  th e  b e t ,”  H a f e y  
s a id  lis tle ssly . T h e n  h e  a d d e d  c u r i 
o u s ly : “ I t  w a s  a  g o o d  b e t .  D o la n  
c a n 't  b e a t  to p  m e n  y e t . I f  y o u ’r e  o n  
to p , y o u  m u s t  s ta y  t h a t  w a y . W h e n  
y o u  q u i t ,  y o u  m u s t  q u i t  c l e a n .” H e  
lo o k e d  in s id e  h im s e lf  a g a in .  W il ly  
c o u l d  te l l . H e  s a id  a b r u p t ly :  “ T h a t  
w a s  m y  la s t  fig h t. 1 h a d  a lr e a d y  m a d e  
u p  m y  m in d ,  s i t t in g  in  m y  c o r n e r .  I 
sa w  t h a t  h o o k  c o m in g  a n d  c o u l d n ’t  
s to p  i t .  I ’m  th r o u g h .”

W il ly  s a id : “ I w is h t— I w is h t—”  H e  
s to p p e d .



T h e r e  w as a k n o c k in g  a t  th e  d o o r .  
M iss S u e  c r i e d :  “ P a t !  O h , P a t ! ”  

W il ly  u n lo c k e d  th e  d o o r .  S h e  c a m e  
in , h e r  eyes w id e  w ith  [e a r .  S h e  s a id :  
“ F a r e s e —h e ’ll  g u n  y o u , P a t ! ”

“ I ’m  le a v in g ,” P a t  s a id . H e  s te p p e d  
a w a y  f r o m  h e r ,  c a r e f u l  n o t  to  to u c h  
h e r .

W il ly  s a id  s u d d e n ly : “ I ’m  g o in g  
w ith  h i m .”

Miss Sue seemed to  c h o k e . T h e n  
she said: " W h y —W il ly ,  y o u  u se d  

a fin a l g!”
W il ly  s a id , “ H e 's  b r o k e . I  g o t  s ix ty  

in  m y  k ick , a n d  I g o t  a  h u n d r e d  m o r e  
in  th e  b a n k . M iss  S u e ’ll s e n d  m y  stu ff. 
Y o u  c a n  h a n d le  m e , a n d  w e ’ll  g e t  a

c o u p le  g o o d  b o y s  a n d  s t a r t  a  s ta b le ,  
h u h , M r . H a f e y . H u h ? ”

P a t  H a f e y  lo o k e d  a t  th e  p le a d in g  
eyes o f  th e  b o y . T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  a t  
S u e . W h e n  h e  s p o k e , h is  s o f t  v o ic e  
w a s  v e r y  h u m b le .  H e  s a id : “ T h e  k id  
t a u g h t  m e  a  le sso n . H e ’s s in c e r e .  
H e ’s a  f ig h te r . C a n  I ta k e  h im , S u e ? ”  

S h e  s a id : " I  lo v e  h i m , P a t .  H e ’s a ll 
g o o d . H e  is m y  f r i e n d .”

“J u s t  th is  la s t  t h in g ,”  H a l e y  b e g g e d . 
“J u s t  th is  la s t  c h a n c e .”

“ O h , P a t ,”  s h e  s a id . “ Y o u  e a r n e d  
i t —in  t h e r e —to n ig h t .  A n d  y o u ’ll h e  
b a c k —y o u  a n d  W il ly .  I ’v e  w a i te d  so  
lo n g , P a t . ”

H e  d r o p p e d  th e  b a g  a n d  W il ly  w e n t  
o u t  q u ic k  in t o  th e  h a l lw a y . H e  w as  
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a m a z e d . M u s h in e s s ! M iss  S u e  w as to o  
o ld  f o r  t h a t  stu ff.

B u t  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d , P a t  H a f e y  
w a s  n o  c h ic k e n . I t  w a s  1 9 3 2 , a n d  h e  
h a d  f o u g h t  L e o n a r d  in  ’2 2 .  B e f o r e  
t h a t  h e  h a d  f o u g h t  a lo t  o f  m e n  n o w  
lo n g  s in c e  g o n e . . . .

W i l ly  g o t  h is  o w n  b a g , h is  s w e a ty  
tr u n k s , sh o e s . . . . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  
r u s h  h o m e  to  p a c k  a  few  th in g s  a n d  
say  a  q u ic k  g o o d -b y  to  H a p p y .  . . . 
W o u l d n ’t  A tk in s  b e  s u r p r is e d  w h e n  
H a p p y  c a l le d  th e  s to r e  to m o r r o w  a n d  
to ld  th e m  W il ly  w o u ld n ’t  b e  b a c k ?

H e  w a s  g o in g  a w a y —to  N e w  Y o r k ,  
p e r h a p s . H e  w a s  a  f ig h te r  n o w ; h e  
h a d  a  m a n a g e r !  H e  w a i te d  h u m b ly  
f o r  th e  g r e a t  P a t  H a f e y .



One against a  Thousand
This second story of OSS adventure behind the enemy lines deals with the 
extraordinary feat of Lt. George M. Hearn in bluffing the eleven hundred 
Germans in the Italian town of Chioggia into surrendering to him not only 

themselves but eight batteries of .88 guns.

by JU. Gam. HioUaAxIl M. Keibf

TH E  t a l l  w e l l -b u il t  c h u b b y -  
f a c e d  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  in  
d i r t y  A r m y  O D ’s  f o llo w e d  
th e  G e r m a n  o fficer  i n to  th e  
r o o m . T w e l v e  r a n k i n g  G e r m a n s  s e a t 

e d  a r o u n d  a  ta b le  e y e d  h i m  s u lle n ly .  
I t  w as m a n y  m ile s  b e h in d  th e  e n e m y  
lin e s  in  I t a l y ;  in  th e  s tr e e ts  o u ts id e ,  
h u n d r e d s  o f  h e a v ily  a r m e d  G e r m a n s  
w e r e  m il l i n g  a r o u n d . T h e  A m e r i c a n ’s 
lo n e  c o m p a n i o n  w a s  a  c o r p o r a l ;  n e i 
th e r  w as a r m e d .

‘ I ’v e  c o m e  to  o ffe r  y o u  a  c h a n c e  to  
s u r r e n d e r  b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t  a n  a i r  b o m 
b a r d m e n t  a n d  a n  a t t a c k  o n  ) o u r  g a r r i 
s o n !”

T h e  a n s w e r  to  t h a t  b o ld  a n d  
c o m p le te ly  u n s u p p o r te d  d e m a n d  s p o 
k e n  b y  tw e n ty -s e v e n -y e a r -o ld  1st L i e u 
t e n a n t  G e o r g e  M . H e a r n  m a r k s  o n e  o f  
th e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  a n d  s u c c e s s fu l e x 
p lo its  in  th e  s e c r e t  files o f  A m e r i c a ’s 
sp y  a g e n c y  in  W o r l d  W a r  I I —th e  
O ffice  o f  S t r a t e g ic  S e rv ice s .

T h e  O S S , w h ic h  o u tw i t te d  th e  
N a z i a n d  J a p  in te l l ig e n c e  s e rv ic e s  in  
o c c u p ie d  E u r o p e ,  S o u th e a s t  A s ia  a n d  
C h i n a ,  h a d  a  p e a k  s t r e n g t h  o f  ju s t  
tw o  o v e r  tw e n ty  th o u s a n d . T h e  b u lk  
o f  th e  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  U .  S . A r m y  m e n ,  
a n d  c iv i l ia n s  o f  b o th  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  
a n d  A ll ie d  c o u n tr ie s .  T h e  N a v y —in 
c lu d in g  M a r in e  C o r p s —m e n  a ls o  p la y e d  
a la r g e  a n d  h ig h ly  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t .

H e a r n ’s a d v e n tu r e  h a d  a l l  s t a r te d  
five m o n th s  b e f o r e .  . . .

O n  a  m o o n le s s  D e c e m b e r  n i g h t  in  
1 9 4 4  a n  A m e r i c a n  A i r  R e s c u e  b o a t ,  
a p e r a t in g  u n d e r  th e  B r i t i s h  N a v y , to o k  
o ff f r o m  th e  b ig  A l l ie d  p o r t  o f  A n c o n a  
o n  th e  A d r i a t i c  c o a s t  o f  I ta ly .  A b o a r d  
w e r e  th r e e  m i x e d  B r i t i s h  a n d  I t a l i a n  
p a r t i e s ;  in  c o m m a n d  w a s  L t .  H e a r n ,  
N o r t h  C a r o l in a -b o r n  e x -C a l i f o r n ia  f o o t 
b a l l  s ta r  a n d  M a r in e  C o r p s  1st L i e u 
t e n a n t  o f  th e  O ffice  o f  S t r a t e g ic  S e r v 
ices . T h e i r  d a n g e r o u s  d e s t i n a t i o n  w as  
a  s a n d y  b e a c h  ju s t  s o u t h  o f  th e  m a in  
m o u t h  o f  th e  P o  R i v e r ,  a b o u t  f o r ty  
m ile s  b e h in d  th e  G e r m a n  lin e s , w h ic h  
h a d  s tif fe n e d  f o r  th e  w i n t e r  ju s t  n o r t h  
o f  th e  a n c ie n t  c i ty  o f  R a v e n n a .

H e a r n ’s o r d e r s  w e r e  to  la n d  th e se  
th r e e  te a m s  o f  s e c r e t  a g e n ts .  T h e  
l a n d in g  a c c o m p lis h e d ,  h e  w a s  to  r e 
t u r n  to  h is  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  a w a i t  
d e v e lo p m e n ts .

G e r m a n  a c t iv i ty  in  th e  a r e a  to w a r d  
w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  h e a d in g  w a s  s e v e r e .  
H e a r n  k n e w  t h a t  c o n t in u e d  te r r o r i s m  
o f  th e  lo c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  F a s c is t  a n d  
G e r m a n  tr o o p s  m a d e  th e  c h a n c e s  o f  
h e lp  f r o m  th e  n a t iv e s  v e r y  s l im ; y e t  
h e  m u s t  t r y  to  in f i l t r a te  th e s e  te a m s ,  
w h o s e  jo b  i t  w a s  to  o r g a n iz e  a n  u n d e r 
g r o u n d  m o v e m e n t  in  th is  s t r a te g ic a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  P o  D e l ta  a r e a .

T h e  f irs t m is s io n  o f  H e a r n ’s m e n  
w a s  t o  e s ta b l is h  a n  in te l l ig e n c e  n e t 
w o rk  t h a t  w o u ld  r e p o r t  to  th e  B r i t is h  
E i g h t h  A r m y  b y  s e c r e t  r a d i o  o n  b o m b 
in g  ta r g e ts  a n d  G e r m a n  a c t iv i ty ;  th e ir  
s e c o n d , to  o r g a n iz e  a n d  a r m  a  g r o u p  
o f  p a r t i s a n s  w h o  c o u l d  a t t a c k  th e  G e r 
m a n s  in  th e i r  r e a r  ju s t  b e f o r e  th e  
A ll ie d  a r m y  w a s  d u e  to  r e a c h  th e  a r e a .  
T h i s  te c h n iq u e  h a d  a lr e a d y  w o r k e d  
w i th  a s to n is h in g  su c c e ss  in  p r e v io u s  
a d v a n c e s  u p  th e  A d r i a t i c  c o a s t ,  w i th  
g r e a t  d e s t r u c t i o n  to  th e  e n e m y  a n d  th e  
c o n s e q u e n t  s a v in g  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  
A ll ie d  liv es .

F o r  s ix  h o u r s  H e a r n  a n d  h is  p a r ty  
s a ile d  th r o u g h  th e  d a r k n e s s :  th e n  w ith  
a  q u ic k  c h a n g e  o f  c o u r s e  th e  b o a t  
h e a d e d  to w a r d  th e  d im  o u t l i n e  o f  a  
b e a c h . R u b b e r  b o a ts  d r o p p e d  o v e r  
th e  s id e , a n d  n o is e le s s ly  th e  th r e e  p a r 
tie s  p a d d le d  to w a r d  th e  s h o r e .

T h e y  la n d e d  o n  a d e s e r te d  s a n d y  
b e a c h .

L t .  H e a r n ’s firs t im p r e s s io n  o f  th is  
a r e a  w h ic h  w a s  to  p la y  s u c h  a  la r g e  
p a r t  in  h is  f u tu r e  w as  n o t  g o o d . T h e  
l a n d  w a s  c o m p le t e ly  f la t, w i th o u t  tre e s  
o r  c o v e r  o f  a n y  s o r t ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  it  
w o u ld  b e  d iff ic u lt f o r  h is  a g e n ts  to  
e s c a p e  o b s e r v a t io n  in  s u c h  t e r r a i n .

A s h e  p a d d le d  b a c k  to  th e  A i r  R e s 
c u e  b o a t ,  h e  w a s  w o r r ie d  f o r  th e  s a fe ty  
o f  h is  m e n . A  fe w  d a y s  l a t e r  h is  w o rs t  
fe a rs  w e r e  r e a liz e d . F r a n t i c  r a d io  
m e ss a g e s  c a m e  f r o m  tw o  o f  th e  te a m s  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  la n d e d  t h a t  n i g h t .
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T h e y  w e r e  “ b e in g  c h a s e d ” a n d  w o u ld  
a t t e m p t  a n  e s c a p e  in  th e  r u b b e r  b o a ts  
th e y  h a d  w i th  th e m . P l a n e s  a n d  s u r 
f a c e  v esse ls  w e r e  im m e d ia te l y  d is 
p a t c h e d  to  s e a r c h  th e  a r e a ;  a f t e r  f o u r  
d a y s  th e y  f in a lly  l o c a t e d  th e  tw o  
w e a t h e r b e a te n  p a r t ie s  a n d  b r o u g h t  
th e m  s a fe ly  b a c k  to  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
T h e  r e p o r t  w a s  n o t  e n c o u r a g in g :  th e y  
h a d  la n d e d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  “rastrel- 
limento,” in  w h ic h  th e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  
s w e e p in g  th e  a r e a  to  c le a n  u p  a n y  
p a r t i s a n s  o r  d e s e r te r s  w h o  m ig h t  b e  
h i d in g  o u t  in  th e  s w a m p s —a  s e a r c h in g  
r o u n d -u p  w h ic h  th e  O S S  m e n  h a d  ju s t  
m a n a g e d  to  e s c a p e .

FR O M  th e  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a m e  n o  m e s 
s a g e  a t  a l l .  T h e  f a t a l  r e p o r t  w a s  

b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  H e a r n ,  a f t e r  a  w e e k  
o f  w a i t in g , b y  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  th e  a r e a .  
T h e  th r e e  m e n  w h o  h a d  m a d e  u p  th e  
t h i r d  te a m  h a d  s o u g h t  s h e l t e r  in  a  
lo c a l  h o u s e , o n ly  to  b e  b e t r a y e d  b y  a  
F a s c is t  sp y  w h o  r e p o r te d  th e i r  p r e s 
e n c e  to  th e  e n e m y .

A  G e r m a n  l i e u t e n a n t  a n d  tw o  s e r 
g e a n ts  h a d  b r o k e n  in to  th e  h o u s e  to  
se ize  th e m . O n e  o f  th e  O S S  m e n  w a s  
s e a te d  a t  a  t a b le  f a c i n g  th e  d o o r ,  a 
l ig h te d  c a n d le  a n d  h is  to m m y -g u n  b e 
s id e  h im . H is  tw o  c o m p a n i o n s  w e r e  
o n  th e  f a r  s id e  o f  th e  r o o m  p r e p a r in g  
s o m e  f o o d . A s  th e  G e r m a n s  c r a s h e d  
i n to  th e  r o o m , th e  m a n  a t  th e  ta b le  
w ith  o n e  m o t io n  k n o c k e d  o v e r  th e  
c a n d le  a n d  o p e n e d  u p  w i th  h is  to m m y -  
g u n  a t  th e  a d v a n c in g  G e r m a n s ,  s im u l
ta n e o u s ly  y e l l in g  to  h is  c o m p a n i o n s  to  
r u n .  T h i s  b r a v e  a c t io n  c o s t  th e  y o u n g  
I t a l i a n  h is  l i fe , b e c a u s e  in  th e  s h o r t  
v ic io u s  e x c h a n g e  o f  s h o ts  h e  w a s  f a ta l ly  
w o u n d e d ; b u t  b e f o r e  d y in g  h e  m a n 
a g e d  to  k i ll  tw o  o f  th e  G e r m a n s  a n d  
w o u n d  th e  t h i r d .  T h e  o t h e r  tw o  m e n  
e s c a p e d  th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w , b u t  lo s t  
a ll  th e i r  e q u ip m e n t  so  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  
u n a b l e  to  m a k e  c o n t a c t  w i th  th e ir  
b a s e .

I t  w a s  a  p o o r  b e g in n in g  f o r  th e  p e n 
e t r a t i o n  o f  th is  i m p o r t a n t  P o  D e l ta  
a r e a ;  b u t  a t  th e  u r g e n t  in s is te n c e  o f



th e  E i g h t h  A r m y , L t .  H e a r n  a n d  h is  
O S S  u n i t  m a d e  n e w  p la n s  to  g e t  th e  
u n d e r g r o u n d  m o v e m e n t  g o i n g . . . .

T h e  b e t r a y a l  o f  th e  t h i r d  te a m  h a d  
a le r te d  th e  G e s ta p o  to  A ll ie d  in te r e s t  
in  th e  a r e a ,  a n d  d e f e n s iv e  p a t r o ls  a n d  
t e r r o r i s t i c  a c t iv i ty  a g a in s t  th e  in h a b i
ta n ts  w e r e  n o w  g r e a t ly  in c r e a s e d . D u e  
to  c o n s ta n t  G e r m a n  v ig i la n c e , H e a r n ’s 
n e x t  tw o  e ffo r ts  to  la n d  a g e n ts  in  th e  
a r e a  w e re  u n s u c c e s s fu l ; b u t  f in a lly  in  
F e b r u a r y  h e  m a n a g e d  to  in f i l t r a te  s u c 
c e ss fu lly  a  g r o u p  o f  a d v a n c e  o r g a n iz 
e rs .

T h i s  w as a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  u s in g  n a 
tiv e  f is h in g -b o a ts  m a n n e d  b y  f ish e r
m e n  w h o  k n e w  th e  s w a m p y  t e r r a i n  
in t im a te ly .  I n  a  t in y  b o a t  h id d e n

d e e p  in  a  s w a m p , th e  a g e n ts  s e t  u p  
th e i r  s e c r e t  r a d io  s ta t i o n .  O n e  of 
th e i r  firs t m e ss a g e s  w as a  r e p o r t  th a t  
a  la r g e  la u n c h  u sed  b y  th e  F a s c is t  
B la c k  B r i g a d e  to  p a t r o l  th e  c o a s t  
a g a in s t  s e c r e t  A ll ie d  la n d in g s  h a d  ru n - 
a g r o u n d . W i t h i n  a  few  h o u r s  A ll ie d  
p la n e s  h a d  b o m b e d , s tr a fe d  a n d  su n k  
t h a t  b o a t .  E x p l o i t  f o l lo w e d  e x p l o i t ;  
so  f r e q u e n t  d id  th e se  tip p e d -o f f  b o m b 
in g s  b e c o m e  th a t  th e  lo c a l  G e r m a n s  
f e a r f u l ly  b e g a n  m o v in g  th e i r  b ille ts  
e v e r y  n ig h t .  H e a r n ,  b a c k  a t  h e a d 
q u a r t e r s ,  r e la x e d  a f t e r  tw o  m o n th s  of  
w o rr y .

A t  la s t  th e  m is s io n  w a s  u n d e r  w a y .
B u t  th e  te r r o r i s m  p r e v a d in g  th e  

w h o le  a r e a  in c r e a s e d  a s  th e  G e r 

m a n s  m u l t ip l ie d  th e i r  c o u n te r m e a s 
u r e s  in  a n  e ffo r t  to  d is c o v e r  th e  
c la n d e s t in e  o r g a n iz a t io n .  O n e  o f  th e  
f is h e rm e n  w h o  h a d  o r ig i n a l l y  g u id e d  
H e a r n ’s m e n  w a s  a r r e s te d  a n d  ta k e n  
a w a y  f o r  t o r t u r e  a n d  i n te r r o g a t io n .  
K n o w in g  t h a t  th e  c a p t u r e d  m a n  w as  
a w a r e  o f  th e i r  lo c a t io n ,  th e  a g e n ts  
m o v e d  th e  r a d i o  s e c r e tly  to  a  n e w  h id e 
o u t ;  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  m e n , r e a l iz in g  t h a t  
th e ir  in c r e a s in g  p e r i l  m a d e  m o r e  a r m s  
n e c e s s a ry , m a d e  h is  w a y  b a c k  to  H e a r n  
a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n  a  s to le n  s m a l lb o a t ,  
b r in g in g  w ith  h im  a lis t  o f  th e  n e c e s 
s a ry  s u p p lie s .

T h e  d e l iv e r y  o f  th e se  a r m s  w as d e 
la y e d  b y  th e  f r e q u e n t  A d r ia t i c  w in te r  
s to r m s , a n d  w h e n  i t  w a s  f in a lly  a c c o m -

‘Might as well make it good, I  thought, and then I let them have it—my wildest idea of all.



p lis h e d  in  M a r c h ,  th e  w h o le  p r o j e c t  
c a m e  w i th i n  in c h e s  o f  to t a l  d is a s te r :  
W h i l e  th e  a r m s  w e r e  b e in g  o f f - lo a d e d  
a n d  th e  u n d e r g r o u n d  le a d e rs  c o n f e r 
r in g  o n  b o a r d ,  a n  e n e m y  p la n e  s t r a f e d  
th e  A i r  R e s c u e  b o a t  a s  s h e  la y  h e l p 
le ssly  a n c h o r e d  tw o  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  off
s h o r e . W i t h  a  c a r g o  o f  a m m u n i t i o n  
a n d  o v e r  a  th o u s a n d  g a l lo n s  o f  g a s o 
l in e  o n  b o a r d ,  a  s in g le  s h e ll -h i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  b lo w n  e v e r y o n e  i n to  e te r n i ty .  
F o r t u n a t e l y  th e  p l a n e  m is se d , a n d  th e  
o p e r a t io n  w a s  s u c c e s s fu lly  a c c o m 
p lis h e d . T h r e e  G e r m a n  E  b o a ts ,  e v i
d e n t ly  s u m m o n e d  by th e  p l a n e ,  w e r e  
s p o t te d  as  th e  A m e r i c a n  b o a t  s l ip p e d  
a w a y  u n d e t e c t e d  f o r  h o m e .

T h e  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  th e s e  a r m s  
q u ic k ly  in c r e a s e d  th e  p a r t i s a n  s t r e n g th .  
I t  w a s  n o n e  to o  s o o n , f o r  e a r ly  in  
A p r i l ,  G e n e r a l  M a r k  C l a r k ’s A m e r i 
c a n  F i f th  a n d  B r i t i s h  E i g h t h  a r m ie s  
w e r e  r e a d ie d  f o r  th e i r  s p r in g  o ffe n s iv e .

HE A R N  a n d  h is  s u p e r io r s  w e r e  m o 
t iv a te d  b y  o n e  c o n s ta n t  id e a :  I f  

th e se  p a r t i s a n s  o r g a n iz e d  in  th e  P o  
D e l ta  a r e a  w e r e  to  b e  u s e f u lly  e m 
p lo y e d , i f  a l l  th e  w o r k  a n d  r isk s  o f  
th e  m a n y  tr ip s  w h ic h  h a d  e s ta b l is h e d  
a n d  a r m e d  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  w e r e  t o  
a id  th e  A ll ie d  c o m m a n d ,  th e y  m u s t  
b e  r e a d y  to  s tr ik e  a t  th e  c r i t i c a l  m o 
m e n t .  S h o u ld  th e y  s tr ik e  to o  s o o n ,

th e  G e r m a n s , w i th  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d  
tr o o p s , a r m o r e d  c a r s  a n d  s e lf -p r o p e lle d  
g u n s  a few  m ile s  in la n d ,  a n d  a n o th e r  
tw o  o r  th r e e  h u n d r e d  w e l l -a r m e d  s o l
d ie r s  in  th e  a r e a  itse lf , w o u ld  q u ic k ly  
C ru sh  th e m , a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  d e f e n s e 
less c iv i l ia n s  w o u ld  lo se  th e i r  l iv e s  a n d  
h o m e s .

T h e y  h a d  o n e  h a u n t i n g  th o u g h t :  
T h i s  u n i t  m u s t  p r e v e n t  th e  G e r m a n s  
f r o m  f lo o d in g  th e  P o  V a lle y  in  th e i r  
a r e a .  I n  th e  p r e v io u s  t h o u s a n d  y e a rs ,  
v a r io u s  c o n q u e r o r s  a n d  in te r e s te d  
r u le r s  h a d  c h a n g e d  th e  c o u r s e  o f  I t a l y ’s 
g r e a t  r i v e r  to  s u i t  th e i r  n e e d s . I n  
th e  y e a r  1 6 0 0 , th e  R e p u b l i c  o f  V e n ic e  
h a d  d i v e r te d  th e  P o  f o r t y  m ile s  n o r t h 
w a r d  to  its  p r e s e n t  c o u r s e . N a p o le o n  
h a d  d o n e  e x te n s iv e  e n g in e e r in g  in  th e  
V a lle y . G e r m a n  f lo o d in g  a n d  d e s t r u c 
t i o n  o f  p u m p in g  s ta t i o n s  w o u ld  n o t  
o n ly  h a m p e r  th e  A l l ie d  a d v a n c e  b u t  
w o u ld  r u i n  I t a l y ’s r ic h e s t  f o o d -p r o d u c 
in g  a r e a .

B y  m id - A p r i l  th e  A ll ie d  o ffe n s iv e  
w as g o in g  w e ll . B o l o g n a  h a d  f a l le n ,  
a n d  th e  tw o  A l l ie d  a r m ie s  w e r e  p re s s 
in g  to w a r d  th e  P o . A n o t h e r  d e l iv e r y  
o f  a r m s  w a s  m a d e ,  a n d  w i th  it  c a m e  
th e  f in a l “ a l e r t ”  o r d e r  f r o m  A ll ie d  
h e a d q u a r t e r s :

“ A r m  as m a n y  m o r e  p a r t i s a n s  as  
p o s s ib le  a n d  p r e p a r e  to  s t r ik e  w h e n  
w e  g iv e  th e  w o r d .”
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B u t  t h a t  w o r d  w as  n e v e r  s e n t ,  f o r  
th e  G e r m a n s  s t r u c k  f irs t, w i th  a r 
m o r e d  c a rs  a n d  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y :  T h e  
p a r t i s a n s  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  s e e k  r e f u g e  in  
th e i r  s w a m p y  s t r o n g h o l d .

T h i s  a c t io n  to o k  p l a c e  ju s t  s o u th  of  
th e  m o u t h  o f  th e  m a in  P o ,  in  a  r e g io n  
k n o w n  a s  th e  I s o la  D o n z e lla ,  b e c a u s e  
a  b r a n c h  o f  th e  P o  w h ic h  e n t e r e d  th e  
A d r i a t i c  te n  m ile s  f a r t h e r  s o u t h  o f  th e  
m a in  e x i t  c r e a t e d  a n  is la n d  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o  r iv e r s .  T h i s  is la n d  w as  
b o u n d e d  o n  th e  n o r t h  f o r  a  d is ta n c e  
o f  te n  m ile s  b y  th e  m a i n  P o ,  o n  th e  
w e s t f o r  f ifte e n  m ile s  b y  th e  s o u th e r n  
b r a n c h ,  c a l le d  P o  d e  G n o c c a ,  a n d  to  
th e  s o u th  a n d  e a s t  b y  th e  A d r ia t i c .  
T h e  o n ly  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  th e  m a i n 
la n d  w a s  b y  a  la r g e  s te e l  b r id g e  in  th e  
n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r .

T h e  p a r t i s a n s  p la n n e d ,  w ith  O S S  
s u p p o r t ,  to  c le a n  u p  th e  tw o  h u n d r e d  
G e r m a n s  o n  th e  is la n d , th e n  u s e  i t  as  
a  b a s e  to  h a r a s s  th e  G e r m a n s  o n  th e  
m a in l a n d  to  th e  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t. T h e  
e n e m y  h o p e d  to  n e u tr a l iz e  th e  z o n e  
a n d  p r e v e n t  th e  A ll ie s  f r o m  u s in g  it  
as a  b a s e  in  t h e i r  r e a r .

TH I S  w a s  th e  o b j e c t  o f  th e  e n e m y  
a t t a c k  o f  A p r i l  2 0 t h ,  b u t  th e  d a n 

g e r o u s  w o r k  o f  th e  p a s t  t h r e e  m o n th s  
p a i d  o ff; a n d  in  tw o  d a y s  o f  b a t t l i n g ,  
w ith  a m b u s h e s  p la y in g  a  d e c is iv e  p a r t ,



A German lieutenant and two 
sergeants had broken into the 

house to seize them.
th e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  r e t r e a t  
f r o m  th e  is la n d . T h e y  b le w  u p  th e  
b r id g e  b e h in d  th e m  to  p r e v e n t  p u r 
s u it .

T h e  s e c r e t  r a d io  fla sh e d  n e w s  o f  th e  
p a r t i s a n  a c h ie v e m e n t  to  O S S  h e a d 
q u a r t e r s .  E v e n t u a l  su c c e ss  s to o d  in  
th e  b a l a n c e ;  a n d  L t .  H e a r n  v o lu n 
te e r e d  to  g o  b e h in d  th e  lin e s  to  jo in  
th e  p a r t i s a n s  a n d  e x p l o i t  th e  is la n d  
b e a c h h e a d . O n  th e  m o r n i n g  o f  th e  
2 2 n d  o f  A p r i l  h e  s e t  o ff f ro m  R a 
v e n n a  b y  C h r is c r a f t .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  h e  
w as a b o u t  to  a t t e m p t  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  
f e a t—a  la n d in g  b e h in d  e n e m y  lin e s  in  
b r o a d  d a y l ig h t .  B u t  w h a t  h e  d i d n ’t 
k n o w  w a s  th a t  h e  w a s  e m b a r k in g  o n  a  
p e r s o n a l  a d v e n tu r e  t h a t  w o u ld  e l i m i 
n a t e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  th e  G e r m a n  
a r m y  in  I t a ly .  H is  o r d e r s ,  w h ic h  
o r ig i n a te d  w i th  th e  C h i e f  o f  S ta ff  o f  
th e  E i g h t h  A r m y , w e r e  to  e x p l o i t  th e  
s i tu a t io n  a n d  in f i l t r a te  a d d i t i o n a l  
a g e n ts  f a r t h e r  n o r t h .

HE A R N ,  as  th e y  n e a r e d  la n d ,  f o u n d  
h im s e lf  c r o s s in g  h is  f in g e rs . T r u e ,  

th e  r a d i o  r e p o r t  h a d  s a id  th e  a r e a  w as  
f re e  o f  G e r m a n s , b u t  h e  r e a l iz e d  th e  
e n e m y  m ig h t  h a v e  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  r e 
ta k e n  th e  is la n d .

T h e  C h r is c r a f t ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c a p 
tu r e d  f r o m  s o m e  G e r m a n  s a b o te u r s  
s e v e r a l  m o n th s  b e f o r e ,  s w u n g  s h a r p ly  
i n to  a  s m a ll  s t r e a m  a n d  s lo w e d  d o w n .  
S m a llb o a ts ,  lo a d e d  w i th  a r m e d  m e n ,  
a p p r o a c h e d .  T h e y  p r o v e d  to  b e  p a r 
tisa n s . H e a r n  la n d e d  to  a  tu r b u le n t  
w e lc o m e .

T h e  im m e d ia te  a r e a ,  i t  p r o v e d ,  w a s  
f re e  o f  G e r m a n s , b u t  a  s h a r p  b a t t le  
w a s  g o in g  o n  a c ro s s  th e  r i v e r  in  th e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  is la n d .

S in c e  th e r e  w a s  n o  a v a i la b l e  t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n —th e  G e r m a n s  h a d  r e m o v e d  
e v e r y  a u t o m o b i le  a n d  k i l le d  a l l  o f  th e  
h o rs e s  th e y  h a d  b e e n  u n a b l e  to  ta k e  
w ith  t h e m —H e a r n  w a lk e d  th e  te n  
n v .les to  th e  b a t t le  a r e a .  H is  firs t  
s ig h t o f  th e  p a r t i s a n s  b r o u g h t  a  fe e l
in g  o f  r e l ie f —a t  le a s t ,  h is  I t a l i a n  l ie u 
te n a n t ,  w h o  u p  u n t i l  h is  a r r i v a l  h a d  
b e e n  in  c o m m a n d , h a d  u s e d  h is  h e a d :  
H e  h a d  s ta t i o n e d  m e n  w i th  B r e n  g u n s  
a n d  m a c h in e -g u n s  a lo n g  th e  b a n k  o f  
th e  m a in  P o  to  g u a r d  h is  n o r t h e r n  
f la n k . A s  H e a r n  n e a r e d  th e  to w n  o f  
C a  T i e p o l o ,  lo c a t e d  a t  th e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  th e  is la n d  w h e r e  th e  tw o  
b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  P o  m e t ,  g u n f ir e  c o u ld  
b e  h e a r d ,  in te r s p e r s e d  w i th  o c c a s io n a l  
s h e lls .

H e a r n  im m e d ia te ly  s u r v e y e d  th e  
s i tu a t io n  w h ic h  w a s  n o w  h is  c o m 
m a n d . F o r  s o ld ie rs , h e  h a d  s ix  O S S  
I ta l ia n s  f ro m  th e  f a m o u s  S a n  M a r c o  
M a r in e s  o f  th e  I t a l i a n  N a v y , w h o m  h e  
h a d  s e n t in  e a r l ie r  to  h e lp  t r a i n  a n d  
a r m  th e  u n d e r g r o u n d . B e y o n d  th is

t in y  f o r c e ,  h e  h a d  l i t t le  e ls e  o f  a  
k n o w n  m il i t a r y  q u a l i t y .  A b o u t  th r e e  
h u n d r e d  I t a l i a n s  h a d  r a l l i e d  to  th e  
c a u s e , b u t  few  o f  th e m  h a d  th e  s l ig h t 
e s t  c o n c e p t io n  o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t io n s  
—as w a s  p r o v e d  th e  n i g h t  o f  h is  a r 
r i v a l ,  w h e n  th e  G e r m a n s  c o u n t e r 
a t t a c k e d  u n d e r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a  
h e a v y  b a r r a g e .

FO R  H e a r n ,  t h a t  firs t n i g h t  w a s  a  
n i g h t m a r e .  A m id s t  th e  c r a c k  o f  

th e  s h e lls , th e  c h a t t e r  o f  th e  m a c h in e -  
g u n s , th e  c r u m p  o f  m o r t a r s  a n d  th e  
g lo w in g  r e d  f la re s , h e , h is  S a n  M a r c o  
M a r in e s  a n d  h is  o n e  c o r p o r a l  w e r e  
t in y  d e s p e r a te  f ig u re s  r u n n i n g  u p  a n d  
d o w n  th e  w a v e r in g  f r o n t  p o s i t io n s  o f  
th e  p a r t i s a n s , t r y in g  to  e n c o u r a g e  
th e m  to  s ta n d  th e i r  g r o u n d , n o t  to  r u n  
a n d  flee  b e f o r e  th e  d e s p e r a te  G e r m a n  
p r e s s u r e .

H is  v o ic e ,  h o a r s e  in  th e  s m o k y  a i r ,  
w a s  a  th in  s h o u t  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a l l  
th r o u g h  th e  n i g h t :  “ S ta n d  a n d  fig h t!  
I f  th e  G e r m a n s  g e t  a c ro s s , th e y ’ll  b u r n  
th e  to w n ! T h e y ’ll k ill y o u r  f a m i
lie s . . . . S t a n d  a n d  f ig h t ! ’’

T h a t  d e s p e r a te  c r y  h e ld  th e  k e y  to  
th e  c o u r a g e  o f  th e  i r r e g u la r s .  T h e y  
k n e w  o n ly  to o  w e ll  w h a t  th e  G e r m a n  
h a d  d o n e  t o  th o s e  h e  s u s p e c te d  o f  ta k 
in g  a r m s  a g a i n s t  h im . T o o  m a n y  
b u r n e d  h o u s e s  a n d  t o r t u r e d  c o r p s e s
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h a d  d e f a c e d  th e  c o u n tr y s id e  to  le a v e  
a n y  d o u b t .

T h e i r  a n s w e r  w a s  a  s u d d e n  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  th e  lin e s , a  s te a d y  r e 
t u r n  f ire , a  q u ic k  r a l ly .  D ig g in g  in  a t  
H e a r n ’s o r d e r s ,  th e y  to o k  c o v e r  a n d  
h e ld  th e i r  g r o u n d . T h e  a d v a n c e  w a s  
c h e c k e d —b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  th e  G e r m a n s  
w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  e n t r e n c h e d  o n  th e  
is la n d  a b o u t  a  h a l f -m ile  d e e p  o n  th e  
s o u th  s id e  o f  th e  r iv e r .

T h e  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  th e  b a t t le ,  
H e a r n ,  h is  f a c e  c o v e r e d  w i th  m u d , h is  
ey e s  b lo o d s h o t  a n d  w e a r y , s a t  in  h is  
t in y  c o m m a n d  p o s t  to  th in k  th in g s  
o u t .  H e  w a s  e x h i l a r a t e d  b y  h is  firs t  
c o m b a t  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b u t  s o b e r e d  b y  th e  
r e a l iz a t i o n  t h a t  th e  e n e m y  t h r e a t  w a s  
g r e a t  a n d  h is  r e s o u r c e s  f e e b le . A n y  
k in d  o f  G e r m a n  a t t a c k ,  a n d  h is  th in ly  
h e ld  d e fe n s e s  w o u ld  c r u m b le .  I f  t h a t  
h a p p e n e d ,  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  ta k e  to  
th e  s w a m p s , a n d  h is  m is s io n  w o u ld  b e  
a  f a i lu r e .

H e  d r e w  a  c r u s h e d  c ig a r e t t e  f r o m  
h is  p a c k , l i t  i t ,  in h a le d  s lo w ly . W e l l ,  
th e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  m o s t  in te r e s t e d  in  
c o u n t e r i n g  th e  t h r e a t  t h a t  h is  fo rc e s  
o f fe r e d  to  th e i r  c r o s s in g  th e  P o .  A  
m a j o r  f e r r y -c r o s s in g  a b o u t  s e v e n  m ile s  
in la n d  w a s  v i ta l  to  th e  H u n ,  n o w  in  
fu ll  r e t r e a t  f r o m  th e  s o u th . S o , th is  
a d v a n c e  a c ro s s  th e  r i v e r  o f  la s t  n ig h t  
w a s  p r o b a b ly  m e a n t  to  g iv e  a d d e d



p r o t e c t io n  to  th a t  c r o s s in g  a n d  a ls o  to  
fee l o u t  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  H e a r n 's  f o rc e .

A T  Q u a n t i c o ,  V ir g in ia ,  w h e re  h e  h a d  
l m a d e  “ e x p e r t ” in  th e  p is to l , r ifle , 
.3 0 -c a l ib e r  B r o w n i n g  a n d  m o r t a r ,  
H e a r n  h a d  b e e n  ta u g h t  th e  s ta n d a r d  
M a r in e  f o r m u la  f o r  m o s t  s i tu a t io n s — 
“ A t t a c k !” In  s p ite  o f  h is  m e a g e r  r e 
s o u r c e s , th is  w as th e  ty p e  • o f  a c t io n  
th a t  c h a lle n g e d  h is  M a r in e  t r a i n i n g -  
e v e n  th o u g h  h e  w a s  w e ll b e h in d  th e  
e n e m y ’s lin e s .

W i t h  a  q u ic k  g e s tu r e ,  h e  r o s e  a n d  
g r o u n d  o u t  th e  s tu b  o f  h is  c i g a r e t te  
u n d e r  a m u d d ie d  h e e l .  T h e  G e r m a n s  
s till  d i d n ’ t k n o w  h o w  w e a k  h is  f o rc e s  
w e r e : th e y  w e re  p r in c i p a l l y  c o n 
c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  E i g h th  A r m y , w h ic h  
w as p u s h in g  th e m  b a c k  to  th e  P o .  . . . 
A tta c k ?  H e  w o u ld —h e ’d  g iv e  th e m  
e v e r y th in g  h e  h a d !

W i t h  fre sh  m e n  d e p lo y e d  a n d  h is  
n u c le u s  o f  S a n  M a r c o  M a r in e s  d i s t r i b 
u te d  a m o n g  h is  p a r t i s a n s , H e a r n  
g a t e  th e  o r d e r  for a t t a c k  a t  e ig h t  a .m .

M a c h in e -g u n s , m o r t a r s ,  r ifle s  a n d  
S te n s  b u rs t  in to  s te a d y  fire . T a k i n g  
a  b a z o o k a , H e a r n  c r e p t  f o r w a r d , u s in g  
o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  d r a in a g e  c a n a ls  f o r  
c o v e r .  C lo s in g  to  w i th in  o n e  h u n d r e d  
y a rd s  o f  th e  f o re m o s t G e r m a n  m a 
c h in e -g u n , h e  o p e n e d  u p . A f t e r  sev 
e r a l  d i r e c t  h its , tw 'o S an  M a r c o  m e n ,  
h e e d le ss  o f  th e  m in e f ie ld , r a c e d  f o r 
w a r d  to  h e a v e  g r e n a d e s . T h e  G e r-
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m a n s  a b a n d o n e d  th a t  p o s i t io n , ta k in g  
th e i r  w o u n d e d  w ith  th e m  a n d  d e s e r t 
in g  th e i r  m a c h in e -g u n .

I n s p ir e d  b y  th is  s u cce ss  a g a in s t  th e  
firs t G e r m a n  s t r o n g p o i n t ,  th e  p a r t i 
sa n s  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d . S o m e , f o r g e t 
t in g  t o  ta k e  c o v e r ,  w e r e  h i t  by G e r 
m a n  fire , b u t  w i th  H e a r n  in  th e  le a d ,  
th e  a d v a n c e  k e p t  u p .  N i n e ty  m in u te s  
l a t e r  th e  la s t  N a z i s tr o n g h o ld  w a s  r e 
d u c e d .

T w e n t y  p r is o n e r s  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n .  
T h e  r e m n a n ts  o f  th e  e n e m y  p u lle d  
b a c k  a c ro s s  th e  r iv e r .  H e a r n  h a d  w o n  
th e  s u p p o r t  a n d  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  i r 
r e g u l a r s ;  f ro m  n o w  o n , h e  k n e w , th e y  
w o u ld  b e  w i th  h i m —a ll  th e  w a y .

W i t h  h is  p o ss e s s io n  o f  th e  is la n d  
r e e s ta b l i s h e d  a n d  r e in f o r c e d ,  H e a r n ,  
h e a r te n e d  by th is  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  d e c id 
e d  to  s e n d  a  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  p a t r o l  
n o r t h  a c ro s s  th e  m a in  P o , w h e r e  o n  
th e  p r e v io u s  n ig h t  th e  G e r m a n s  h a d  
b e e n  m o r t a r i n g  th e  to w n  in  s u p p o r t  
o f  th e i r  c o u n te r a t ta c k .

To lead this patrol he 
selected a veteran San 
Marco noncom known 
to all as the “Mare- 

sciallo."

T o  le a d  th is  p a t r o l  h e  s e le c te d  a  v e t 
e r a n  S a n  M a r c o  n o n c o m  k n o w n  to  a l l  
as th e  “ M a r e s c ia l lo ,” w h o  to o k  fifteen  
o f  th e  b e s t p a r t i s a n s  a n d  s ta r te d  a b o u t  
te n  a .m . S ix  h o u r s  l a t e r  h e  c a m e  b a c k  
w ith  n ew s th a t  th e  G e r m a n s  se e m e d  
to  h a v e  c le a r e d  o u t  to  th e  n o r t h ,  a n d  
b r o u g h t  w i th  h im  tw e n ty -fiv e  p r is o n 
e rs . H e  a ls o  s e t  u p  p o s i t io n s  to  g u a r d  
th e  n o r t h e r n  f la n k , a n d  H e a r n  fe lt  
s l ig h tly  m o r e  r e a s s u r e d  a b o u t  th e  s it
u a t i o n  a n d  q u i te  p le a s e d  w ith  th e  r e 
s u lts  o f  h is  b o ld  g a m b le !

T h e  tw e n ty -fiv e  p r is o n e r s ,  w h ic h  
b r o u g h t  th e  to ta l  b a g  u p  to  tw o  h u n 
d r e d  f o r  th e  firs t th r e e  d a y s , p re s e n te d  
a  p r o b le m . S u d d e n ly  th e  fu ll im p o r t  
o f  h is  p o s i t io n  as  s e n io r  A ll ie d  officer  
h i t  th e  n o v ic e  c o m m a n d e r .  H e  h e a d 
e d  f o r  th e  to w n  ja i l ,  f o u n d  it , as  th e  
I t a l i a n  ja i le r s  c la m o r e d  to  te ll  h im ,  
“Plena, plena!’’—fu ll  o f  th e  B r i g a ta  
N e r a ,  th e  h a t e d  F a s c is t  B la c k  B r i g a 
d e s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
m o s t  o f  th e  lo c a l  a t r o c i t ie s .

T h e s e  p r is o n e r s  w e r e  su lk y  a n d  si
le n t ;  th e y  g r e e te d  h is  a p p r o a c h  f e a r 
f u lly —a m is e r a b le  lo t ,  h e  th o u g h t .  
H e a r n  w a lk e d  d o w n  th e  d im  p a s s a g e 
w a y , f o llo w e d  b y  th e  g e s tu r i n g  ja i le rs ,  
tu r n e d  a  c o r n e r —a n d  im m e d ia te ly  w as  
m e t  b y  a n  u p r o a r .  S u r p r is e d , h e  
lo o k e d  in to  th e  first c e ll , d is c o v e re d  it 
j a m m e d  w i th  a t t r a c t i v e  y o u n g  I ta l ia n  
g ir ls .  W i t h  a  p u z z le d  f ro w n  h e  
tu r n e d  to  th e  j a i l e r  f o r  a n  e x p l a n a 
t io n .  C o n te m p tu o u s ly ,  th e  m a n  sp a t  
to w a r d  th e  c e l l ,  ja b b e r e d  th e  r e a s o n  
f o r  th e  a r re s t  o f  th e se  d o z e n  o r  so  
signorini—al\ h a d  b e e n  m is tre s s e s  o f  
th e  G e r m a n s , d e s p ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  
w e r e  n o w  p l e a d in g  a  c a se  o f  “arnore 
puro”—t r u e  lo v e —in te a r f u l  v o ic e s .

HE R E  w as  H e a r n ’s s o lu t io n . H e  
c o u ld  h a v e  th e  g i r ls  r e le a s e d  u n 

d e r  h o u s e  a r r e s t  a n d  le t  th e ir  n e ig h 
b o rs  m e te  o u t  th e  p u n i s h m e n t  th e y  d e 
s e rv e d . S h a v e d  h e a d s  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  
b e  p r e t t y  e v id e n t  in  th e  to w n  f o r  th e  
n e x t  few  d a y s , b u t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
r o o m  f o r  a  few  m o r e  G e r m a n s !

T h a t  n ig h t  th e  G e r m a n s  k e p t  u p  a  
s te a d y  m a c h in e -g u n  a n d  m o r t a r  fire , 
b u t  H e a r n  a n d  h is  m e n , a c t iv e  in  th e ir  
f o r w a r d  p o s i t io n s  o n  th e  r iv e r b a n k ,  
d is c o u r a g e d  a n y  a t t e m p t  a t  a  H u n  r e 
c ro s s in g .

T h e  p a s s w o r d  f o r  th a t  n ig h t  w as  
“Venezia.’’ L i t t l e  d i d  H e a r n  r e a liz e  
t h a t  a  few  n ig h ts  la t e r  h e  w o u ld  b e  
s le e p in g  in  th e  r o y a l  s u i te  o f  th e  
w o r ld -f a m o u s  D a n ie l i  H o te l  o f  th a t  
b e a u t i f u l  c i ty  o f  V e n ic e  fifty  m ile s  f a r 
th e r  n o r t h ,  a f t e r  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p h e 
n o m e n a l  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  th e  I ta l ia n  
w a r .

" A t t a c k ” h a d  c e r t a in l y  p a id  o f t— 
w h y  n o t  t r y  a  b o ld e r  m o v e ?  A t s u n 
r is e  th e  fo llo w in g  m o r n in g ,  H e a r n  w as  
r e a d y  w i th  th e  M a r e s c ia l lo  a n d  a b o u t  
f o r ty  o f  h is  b e s t m e n .  H e  p la n n e d  to  
ta k e  a  c r a c k  a t  th e  f e r r y , s o  e s s e n tia l  
t o  th e  e n e m y  in  h is  t r o o p  a n d  a m m u -
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n i t io n  m o v e m e n ts .  P ic k in g  th e i r  w a y  
c a u t io u s ly  a c ro s s  th e  ta b le -f la t  c o u n 
tr y ,  th e y  h e a d e d  n o r t h ,  th e n  d u e  w e st  
to w a r d  th e  f e rr y  to w n  o f  C o n ta r i n a .  
T h e  n u m e r o u s  c a n a l -  a n d  r iv e r b a n k s  
a f fo r d e d  th e ir  o n ly  c o v e r .

B y  n in e  o ’c lo c k  th e y  r e a c h e d  th e  
d i r t  r o a d  t h a t  led  n o r t h  f r o m  C o n 
ta r in a .  I n  th e  w a r m  s p r in g  s u n lig h t  
H e a r n  c a lle d  to  h is  g r o u p  to  h a l t ,  e x 
p la in e d  to  th e m  th e  p la n  t h a t  h e  h a d  
th o u g h t  o u t  o n  th e  th r e e -h o u r  m a r c h .  
T h e y  w o u ld  a m b u s h  G e r m a n  traffic . 
I n  th e  p a r ty  th e r e  w e r e  tw o  m o r t a r s  
a n d  tw o  m a c h in e -g u n s , s o m e  rifles  a n d  
S te n s . H e  d i r e c te d  th e  m a c h in e -g u n s  
a n d  m o r t a r s  to  b e  se t u p  so  t h a t  th e r e  
w o u ld  b e  c ro ss f ire  o n  th e  r o a d .  T h e y  
w e re  se v e n  m ile s  b e h in d  th e  G e r m a n s  
w h o m  th e y  h a d  b e e n  b a t t l i n g  o n  th e  
s o u th  s id e  o f  th e  P o , b u t  H e a r n  h a d  
n o  id e a  h o w  f a r  th e y  w e r e  b e h in d  th e  
m a in  f r o n t  lin e . W h a t  h e  w a s  c o u n t 
in g  o n  to  g iv e  h im  a n  a d v a n ta g e  w as  
th e  d is o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  r e t r e a t i n g  
G e r m a n  a r m y . T h i s  w as a n  a r e a  
w h e re  p a r t i s a n  a c t iv i ty  h a d  b e e n  n e g 
l ig ib le ; t h e r e f o r e  th e r e  w a s  a  c h a n c e — 
a  s l ig h t  o n e , b u t  s til l  a  c h a n c e — th a t  
th e y  c o u l d  s u r p r is e  th e  e n e m y .

C r o u c h in g  in  th e  fie ld s, th e  m e n  
w a i t in g  s i le n tly , g u n s  a im e d . S lo w ly  
a c ro ss  th e  s p r in g  a i r  c a m e  th e  lo w  
r u m b le  o f  tr u c k s . L o u d e r  a n d  lo u d e r  
i t  g r e w —a n d  th e n  tw o  c r o w d e d  v e 
h ic le s  w e r e  o n  th e  r o a d  b e f o r e  th e m .  
H e a r n ’s m o r t a r  c r a s h e d —th e  s ig n a l  f o r  
g e n e r a l  firin g .

“ W e  h a d  p r e t ty  g o o d  lu c k ,” g r in s  
H e a r n .  " D a m n e d  if m y  firs t sh e ll  
d i d n ’t  d r o p  r ig h t  o n  th e  m o t o r  o f  th a t  
first t r u c k . I  f ig u re d  n o n e  o f  th e  b o y s  
b a c k  a t  H .  Q . w o u ld  e v e r  b e l ie v e  th a t ,  
b u t  i t  s u re  m a d e  th o s e  I ta l ia n s  th in k  
I  w a s  g o o d , a n d  th e y  o p e n e d  u p  w ith  
e v e r y th in g  th e y  h a d  o n  th e  tr o o p s  in  
th e  r e a r  o f  th e  t r u c k .”  W i t h i n  a  few  
se co n d s  o f  f irin g , a r m s  w e re  r a is e d  a n d  
th e  s u r v iv o rs  s u r r e n d e r e d .

T h e y  w e re  r e a d y  f o r  th e  n e x t  fo a d  
o f  G e r m a n s —a n d  w ith in  th e  h o u r  th e y  
a r r iv e d . A  q u ic k  c ro ss f ire ; a n o th e r  
s u r r e n d e r —a n d  th e  r e a d y in g  o f  a m 
b u s h  p o s itio n s  a g a i n .  A ll  d a y  lo n g  
t h a t  lo n e  A m e r i c a n  M a r in e  a n d  his  
l i t t le  g r o u p  o f  i r r e g u la r s  k e p t  th e  r o a d  
u n d e r  a m b u s h .

“ A n o th e r  b r e a k  w e h a d ,” d r a w ls  
H e a r n ,  “ w a s  t h a t  th e  fe rr y  w a s  b o th  
s m a ll a n d  f a ir ly  s lo w , so  t h a t  th e  G e r 
m a n s  k e p t  c o m in g  in  s m a ll  g r o u p s  o f  
tw e lv e  o r  f o u r te e n  m e n  a n d  tw o  o r  
th r e e  tr u c k s . T h a t  w a y  w e c o u ld  
k n o c k  off e a c h  g r o u p  b e f o r e  a n o th e r  
lo t  c a m e  a lo n g . W e  w e re  f a r  e n o u g h  
n o r t h  o f  th e  to w n  t h a t  n o  o n e  in  th e  
g a r r i s o n  th e r e  g o t  w ise , b e c a u s e  a l l  th e  
t r o o p s  w e re  h e a d in g  to  a  n e w  p o st  
f a r th e r  n o r t h .”

I A T E  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  th e y  to o k  
L - j  c o u n t —o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  p r is o n 
e rs , n e a r ly  h a l f  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e  e n e m y  
k ille d , h a l f  a  d o z e n  tr u c k s  d e s tr o y e d .

A n x io u s  f o r  th e  s a fe ty  o f  h is  m a in  
p o s i t io n  a t  C a  T i e p o l o ,  H e a r n  led  h is  
m e n  b a c k  q u ic k ly . H e  w o n d e r e d  
w h a t  th e  d a y ’s n ew s f r o m  b a s e  w o u ld  
b e —th e y  n e e d e d  a m m u n i t io n  b a d ly  if  
th e y  w e r e  to  k e e p  u p  th e  w o rk . T h e  
m e ss a g e  h a d  c o m e ; a n  a i r  d r o p  w o u ld  
a r r iv e  t h a t  n ig h t ;  O n  th e  o t h e r  b a n k  
o f  th e  r i v e r  w h e r e  th e  G e r m a n s  w e re  
e n t r e n c h e d ,  a l l  w as  q u i e t —th e y  e v i
d e n tly  h a d  g iv e n  u p  a n y  id e a  o f  tr y 
in g  to  re c r o s s .

T h e  n i g h t ’s s ile n c e  w as b r o k e n  o n ly  
b y  th e  d r o n e  o f  th e  in c o m in g  p la n e s .  
I n  th e  b la z in g  l i g h t  o f  f ire d  p ile s  o f  
h a y  a r r a n g e d  in  a  s e c r e t  p a t t e r n ,  th e  
m e n  w o rk e d  sw iftly  d r a g g in g  th e  a m 
m u n i t io n  a w a y . W i t h  t h a t  jo b  d o n e ,  
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H e a r n  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  a  te w  h o u r s ’ 
s le e p , h is  first s in c e  h e  h a d  la n d e d .

I n  h is  h e a d q u a r t e r s  th e  n e x t  m o r n 
in g  H e a r n  w as  b r ie f in g  h is  s q u a d  le a d 
e rs  w h e n  th e  p h o n e  r a n g  u r g e n t ly —a *  
m e ss a g e  f o r  th e  “ c o m m a n d a n t e .” A s  
h e  lis te n e d , H e a r n ’s f a c e  b r o k e  in to  a  
g r i n —w h a t  n ew s th is  w asl T h i s  w as  
w h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  h o p in g  f o r  th e se  
p a s t  few  d a y s —th e y  w e r e  b e in g  jo in e d  
b y  P o p s k y ’s P r iv a te  A r m y . T h e s e  
f a b u lo u s  fig h te rs , a  u n i t  o f  th e  B r i t is h  
E i g h t h  A r m y , w e r e  a  s p e c ia l  jeep -  
b o r n e  o u tf i t  t h a t  c a r r ie d  tw o  m a c h in e -  
g u n s , o n e  .3 0 ,  o n e  .5 0 ,  o n  e a c h  je e p .  
T h e y  h a d  b e e n  m a k in g  life  m is e r a b le  
f o r  th e  G e r m a n s  b y  th e i r  s u d d e n  a n d  
t e r r i b ly  d e s tr u c t iv e  r a id s  s in c e  th e
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The Chriscraft swung sharply into a small stream and slowed down. 
Smallboats loaded with armed men approached.

d a y s  o f  th e  v i c to r io u s  d e s e r t  c a m p a ig n  
in  A f r i c a .  T h e i r  m is s io n  w a s  t o  e x 
p l o i t  H e a r n ’s f o o th o ld  b y  s w e e p in g  
in la n d  a n d  n o r t h ;  th e i r  o r d e r s  f o r  
H e a r n  w e r e  to  p r o c e e d  as  f a r  n o r t h  
as p o ss ib le  a lo n g  th e  s p a rse ly  s e t t le d  
c o a s t .

“ P o p s k y ’s ” a r r iv e d  a t  te n  t h a t  m o r n 
in g —s o m e  s ix ty  s t r o n g , w ith  tw e n ty  
je e p s . T h e y  c a m e  in  la n d in g -c r a f t ,  
s a il in g  u p  th e  P o  G n o c c a ,  w h ic h  
H e a r n ’s p a r t i s a n s  n o w  c o n t r o l le d  o n  
b o th  s id es. T h e y  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  
a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s q u a d  o f  S an  M a r c o  M a 
r in e s  f r o m  th e  O S S  b a s e  to  r e in f o r c e  
H e a r n ,  a n d  c o n s id e r a b le  s u p p lie s .  
T w o  o f  th e  la n d in g -c r a f t  r e tu r n e d ,  
ta k in g  w ith  th e m  s o m e  tw o  h u n d r e d  
G e r m a n  p r is o n e r s ,  th e  b a g  o f  H e a r n ’s 
fiv e -d ay  c a m p a ig n .

B rie f in g  th e  E n g l i s h  o fficers o n  th e  
g e n e r a l  s i tu a t io n  w as H e a r n ’s n e x t  
im p o r ta n t  jo b ;  a f t e r  th a t ,  h e  m u s t  see  
t h a t  h is  m e n  w e re  e q u ip p e d  f o r  th e  
p u s h  n o r th  th a t  w o u ld  s ta r t  n e x t  d a y .  
T h i s  a t te n d e d  to , h e  s ta r te d  o n  a  
s c o u t in g  s o r t ie  to  th e  n o r t h  o f  th e  P o ,  
f o r  s in c e  b o th  th e  E i g h t h  a n d  F i f th  
A r m ie s  w e r e  n o w  k n o w n  to  b e  c ro ss 
in g  th e  P o  f a r t h e r  in la n d ,  n o  o n e  
k n e w  w h e re  th e  n e x t  G e r m a n  d e fe n s e

w o u ld  b e . H e a d in g  to w a rd  C o n ta -  
r in a  a g a in , H e a r n  s p e n t th e  n e x t  th r e e  
h o u r s  lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  la n d , ta lk in g  
to  th e  n a t iv e s  a n d  v is i t in g  th e  p e a s 
a n t s ’ fa rm s .

IT  w a s  a b o u t  f o u r  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  
w h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  a  s m a ll  c o tta g e , o n  

th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  to w n . A s h e  tu r n e d  
in  th e  g a te ,  h e  n o t ic e d  a  g r o u p  o f  
G e r m a n  p r is o n e rs  s ta n d in g  in  th e  
r o a d  u n d e r  g u a r d .  M o r e  o f  th e  s a m e ,  
h e  th o u g h t  h a p p i ly ;  th is  w a s  a g o o d  
p la c e  t o  r e s t .

S t r e t c h in g  o u t  h is  leg s g r a te f u l ly ,  
h e  s ip p e d  th e  w in e  th e  f a r m e r ’s w ife  
h a d  sh y ly  p r o f fe r e d , a n d  sa t b a c k  to  
th in k  o v e r  th e  a m a z in g  e v e n ts  o f  th e  
p a s t  te w  d a y s .

S u d d e n ly  f ro m  o u ts id e  c a m e  th e  
s h a r p  b u rs t  o l a to m m y -g u n . H e a r n  
w a s  o u t  th e  d o o r  in  a  m o m e n t .  L y 
in g  o n  th e  g r o u n d  w e re  tw o  d e a d  
G e r m a n  p r is o n e rs . T h e  s to r y  w a s  a  
p a r t i c u la r ly  u g ly  o n e ;  h e  l is te n e d  to  it , 
k n o w in g  t h a t  it  w a s  b u t  a n  e n c o r e  to  
th e  th o u s a n d s  o f  s u c h  in c id e n ts  th a t  
h a d  h a p p e n e d  in  G e r m a n -o c c u p ie d  
la n d .

T h e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  a  l i t t l e  tw e lv e -y e a r-  
o ld  g i r l  h a d  a sk e d  th e s e  s a m e  tw o  re -  
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t r e a t in g  G e r m a n s  f o r  s u g a r . T h e i r  
a n s w e r  h a d  b e e n  to  s h o o t  h e r ,  w o u n d 
in g  h e r  s e r io u s ly . T o d a y  th e  c h i l d ’s 
f a th e r  h a d  w a lk e d  u p  to  th e  g r o u p  o f  
p r is o n e r s ,  a n d  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  tw o  
m e n , h a d  c a lm ly  k ille d  th e m . T h i s  
w as p a r t i s a n  ju s t ic e .  H e a r n  h a d  is
su e d  s t r ic t  o r d e r s  a g a in s t  s u c h  a c ts , b u t  
h e  k n e w  t h a t  a l l  th e  o r d e r s  h e  c o u ld  
e v e r  g iv e  w o u ld  n e v e r  s to p  in c id e n ts  
o f  th is  s o r t .  W e a r i l y  h e  tu r n e d  b a c k .

T h a n k  G o d , a t  le a s t , h e  th o u g h t ,  
t h a t  w ith  th is  n e w  s u p p ly  o f  a m m o ,  
th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  to  
ta k e  a  g o o d  c r a c k  a t  th is  a t r o c i ty -p e r 
p e t r a t i n g  e n e m y !

T h e  m o v e  n o r t h  s ta r te d  th e  n e x t  
m o r n in g . H e a r n ,  w ith  o n e  A m e r ic a n  
c o r p o r a l ,  P e t e r  R a g o  o f  S ta te n  Is la n d .  
N . Y .,  f ifteen  S a n  M a r c o  M a r in e s  a n d  
a  lik e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i s a n s , c ro ss e d  th e  
M a in  P o  a n d  h e a d e d  o u t  o v e r  th e  
o p e n  flat c o u n tr v  A h e a d  o f  h im  w as  
a n  u n k n o w n  n u m b e r  o f  th e  e n e m y .

F i f te e n  m ile s  n o r t h  w a s  th e  A d ig e  
R iv e r .  F o r  m o n th s  A ll ie d  in te l l i 
g e n c e  h a d  d e te c te d  G e r m a n  e ffo rts  to  
f o r t if y  th is  r iv e r ,  w h e re  th e y  h a d  c o n 
s t r u c te d  th e  w id e ly  a d v e r t is e d  A d ig e  
L i n e .  S e v e ra l  m ile s  n o r t h  o f  th e  
A d ig e  w as  th e  R iv e r  B r e n t a ,  a n o th e r



n a t u r a l  d e f e n s e  l i n e ;  a n d  ju s t  a c ro s s  
th e  B r e n t a  w a s  th e  f o r t re s s  c i ty  o f  
C h io g g ia  o n  th e  s o u th e r n  e n d  o f  th e  
V e n e tia n  la g o o n . C h io g g ia ,  a  c i ty  o f  
th ir ty -s e v e n  th o u s a n d , w as  th e  h u b  o f  
th e  e x te n s iv e  G e r m a n  sy s te m  o f  w a te r  
t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  a n d  a  v i ta l ly  im p o r 
t a n t  p o r t .

HE A R N ,  t r u d g in g  n o r t h  w ith  h is  
l i t t l e  d e t a c h m e n t ,  w as  th in k in g  o f  

a n  in c i d e n t  t h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  s e v e r a l  
d a y s  b e f o r e , a n d  ju s t  w h a t it  m ig h t  
m e a n  to  h is  e x p e d i t i o n .  A  g r o u p  o f  
y o u n g  I ta l ia n s  h a d  c o m e  a s h o r e  o n  th e  
I s o la  D o n z e lla  d u r i n g  th e  p a r t i s a n  u p 
r is in g  w h e n  t h e i r  m o t o r  b o a t  h a d  r u n  
a g r o u n d . T h e y  h a d  to ld  a  f a n ta s t i c  
s to ry  o f  h a v in g  s to le n  th e  b o a t  in  
C h io g g ia  h a r b o r  f r o m  a  G e r m a n  offi
c e r  w h o  h a d  p r e p a r e d  i t  f o r  a  t r i p  to  
T r i e s t e .  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  a b le  t o  s lip  
o u t  o f  th e  h a r b o r  w i th o u t  c h a lle n g e ,  
th e y  sa id , b e c a u s e  th e  o fficer  h a d  m a d e  
a ll a r r a n g e m e n ts  w ith  th e  h a r b o r  b a t 
te rie s .

T h e  s to r y  h a d  s o u n d e d  th in  to  
H e a r n , to o  th in .  M a k in g  a  q u ic k  
c h e c k  w ith  h is  S a n  M a r c o  m e n , h e  w a s  
t ip p e d  off th a t  th e  y o u n g  I ta l ia n s  w o re  
th e  s a m e  ty p e  o f  sh o e s  issu ed  to  I t a l 
ian  n a v a l  s a b o te u r s .  H e  h a d  th e n  
sen t th e m  b a c k  to  th e  r e a r ,  w h e re  th e  
B r i t is h  F i e ld  S e c u r ity  S e r v ic e  h a d  
q u ic k ly  id e n tif ie d  th e m  as G e r m a n  
a g e n ts . B u t  b e f o r e  le a v in g , th e y  h a d  
to ld  H e a r n  t h a t  C h io g g ia  w a s  f u l l  o f  
G e r m a n s , a n d  th a t  m a n y  n a v a l  g u n s  
w e r e  b e in g  s e t  u p  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  d e 
fen ses. T h i s  h a d  b e e n  th e  la s t  d i r e c t  
s o u r c e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  th e  y o u n g  M a 
r in e  h a d  h a d  o n  C h i o g g i a ;  a n d  
th o u g h  i t  w a s  s u s p e c t , i t  s til l  b o r e  o u t  
a ll p r e v io u s  r e p o r ts .  T h e y  w o u ld  
p r o b a b ly  fin d  i t  p r e t ty  h o t  u p  a r o u n d  
th e r e ,  h e  t h o u g h t— to o  h o t ,  m a y b e ,  
e v e n  to  s p o t  a n  a g e n t ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
o n e  o f  h is  o r ig i n a l  o r d e r s .

A S  th e y  p u s h e d  i n to  " n o - m a n ’s 
J  \ l a n d ,” H e a r n  s p li t  h is  th ir ty -f iv e  
m e n  in to  th r e e  s q u a d s , e a c h  c o v e r in g  
a  s e c to r  o f  a b o u t  e ig h t  h u n d r e d  y a rd s .  
H e  a n d  h is  c o r p o r a l  i n t e r p r e t e r  m a i n 
ta in e d  th e i r  c o m m a n d  p o s t  in  th e  c e n 
te r  o f  th e  a d v a n c in g  lin e .

H is  first s to p  w a s  a c o a s ta l  h a m le t  
c a lle d  P o r t o  L e v a n te ,  w h e re  h e  h e a r d  
g o o d  n e w s. L o c a l  p a r t i s a n s , w ith  
a r m s  h e  h a d  s h ip p e d  th e m  a  few  d a y s  
b e f o r e ,  h a d  c a p tu r e d  tw e lv e  G e r m a n s  
a n d  s o m e  s to re s . S o  f a r ,  so  g o o d  . . . 
th e  n e x t  d e s t i n a t i o n  w a s  th e  A d ig e ,  
a n d  to  h is  a m a z e m e n t  th e r e  w a s  n o t  
a G e r m a n  to  b e  s e e n . C o m m a n d e e r 
in g  tw o  s m a ll  fish in g  b o a ts , H e a r n  
p u s h e d  a c ro s s  th e  r iv e r ,  th e  firs t A ll ie d  
t r o o p s  to  c ro ss  i t  in  I ta ly  so  f a r  as  
h e  k n e w .

T w e n t y  m ile s  b e h in d  h i m —a n d  n o  
o p p o s it io n ! T h r e e  m o r e  m ile s  to  g o  
a n d  th e y  w o u ld  r e a c h  th e  r iv e r  B r e n t a  
a c ro s s  w h ic h  la y  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  
C h io g g ia .  S h o u ld  h e  s to p  f o r  a  b i t  o r

p u s h  o n ? x H e  d e c id e d  to  k e e p  g o in g .  
A t h is  o r d e r  t h e  . m e n ’s, s te p s  q u ic k 
e n e d ; th e y  w e r e  e m b o ld e n e d  b y  th e i r  
e a sy  su c c e ss , e a g e r  to  g e t  o n  w i th  th e  
jo b .

A t s ix  in  th e  e v e n in g  th e y  a p 
p r o a c h e d  th e  B r e n t a ,  S h o ts  s u d d e n ly  
r a n g  o u t — th e  a d v a n c e  s c o u ts  h a d  
s p o t te d  s e v e r a l  G e r m a n s  o n  th e  s o u th 
e r n  b a n k  o f  th e  s t r e a m  a n d  o p e n e d  
fire . T h e s e  G e r m a n s  im m e d ia te ly  
d iv e d  d o w n  th e  s te e p  b a n k s  to  th e  
r iv e r ’s e d g e  a n d  s h a r p ly  r e tu r n e d  th e  
f ire . T h e  p a r t i s a n s ,  off b a l a n c e  f r o m  
th e ir  u n o p p o s e d  p u s h , h a d  g o t  a  l i t t l e  
c a re le s s , a n d  th a t  first G e r m a n  v o lle y  
w as a lm o s t  f a ta l .  H e a r n  h e a r d  th e  
zing o f  a  b u lle t  a t  h is  r ig h t ,  tu r n e d  to  
see th e  y o u n g  I t a l i a n  o fficer  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  s ta n d in g  n e x t  to  h im  th r o w  h i m 
se lf  fla t o n  th e  g r o u n d . H e  h a d  r e 
c e iv e d  tw o  b u lle ts —o n e  th r o u g h  his  
c a p ,  a n o t h e r  th r o u g h  h is  ja c k e t ;  b u t  
f o r t u n a te ly  h a d  n o t  b e e n  to u c h e d .

T h e  s i tu a t io n  w a s  s e r io u s . H e a r n  
q u ic k ly  o r d e r e d  h is  m e n  to  ta k e  u p  
p o s i t io n s  a n d  p u t  a  h e a v y  fire  o n  th e  
r iv e r  b a n k  to  k e e p  th e  G e r m a n s  d o w n .  
H o w  m a n y  o f  th e m  th e r e  w e re  h e  
d i d n ’t k n o w , b u t  h e  in te n d e d  to  find  
o u t .

W i t h  h a lf  h is  m e n , h e  s w u n g  to  th e  
r ig h t  to  th e  s e a c o a s t , a n d  s n e a k in g  u p  
th e  b e a c h , se t u p  tw o  B r e n  g u n s  a t th e  
r iv e r  m o u t h .  T h e y  o p e n e d  u p  o n  th e  
G e r m a n s  f ro m  th e  fla n k .

U n d e r  fire  f ro m  tw o  sid es , a n d  u n 
p r o te c te d  f ro m  H e a r n 's  a u t o m a t i c  fire , 
th e  G e r m a n  p a r ty  Of fo rty -f iv e  s u r r e n 
d e r e d  f ifteen  m in u te s  l a t e r .  W i t h  
th e m  w e r e  tw o  la r g e  b a r g e s  lo a d e d  
w ith  a m m u n i t io n ,  w e a p o n s , fo o d  s u p 
p lie s  a n d  a  la r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  l iq u o r .  
T h e y  h a d  b e e n  w a i t in g  f o r  d u s k , 
w h e n  th e y  h a d  in te n d e d  to  s lip  o u t  
th e  r iv e r  a n d  h e a d  n o r t h e a s t  to  
T r i e s t e .

S o m e  o t h e r  G e r m a n s  m ig h t  b e  tr y 
in g  th e  s a m e  t r ic k .  . . . A n  a m b u s h  
w as se t u p  to  c a p t u r e  a n y  c r a f t  h e a d 
in g  o u t  to  se a . T h e r e  w a s  a n o th e r  
d e ta i l  to  c o n s id e r ,  t o o —a n d  H e a r n

m a d e  s h o r t  w o rk  o f  i t :  H is  m e n  w e re  
e n t i t l e d  to  a  g o o d  b e l t  o f  c o g n a c ,  h e  
f ig u r e d —g o o d  I t a l i a n  c o g n a c  a t  th a t .  
O n  th e  d e c k  o f  th e  b lo o d -b e s p a tte r e d  
b o a ts ,  th e  m e n  g u lp e d  th e  l iq u o r ,  a  
m a c a b r e  to u c h  to  a  to a s t  o f  w a r .

D u r i n g  th e  n ig h t  n u m e r o u s  re fu g e e s  
c ro s s e d  th e  B r e n t a ,  h e a d in g  s o u th .  
I n t e r r o g a t i n g  th e m , H e a r n  g a th e r e d  
a n  o d d  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  fa c ts . T h e r e  
w e r e  o n ly  th i r ty  G e r m a n s  le f t  in  th e  
c i ty ;  o n e  th o u s a n d  h a d  p u lle d  o u t  th a t  
m o r n i n g ;  th e  th i r ty  w a n te d  to  s u r 
r e n d e r .  . . .

T h i s  w a s  n o t  th e  p i c t u r e  h e  h a d  h a d  
o f  a  s tr o n g ly  fo rt if ie d  C h io g g ia .  S till , 
H e a r n  r e a s o n e d , h e  h a d  p u s h e d  u p  
th e  c o a s t  w i th  h a r d l y  a n y  o p p o s it io n .  
T h e  e n e m y  c o u ld  h a v e  p u lle d  o u t  o f  
C h io g g ia .  I t  w as p o ss ib le . W h y  n o t  
g r a b  a n o t h e r  th i r ty  J e r r ie s ?

IN  th e  m is ty  p r e -d a w n  d a r k n e s s , a t  
f o u r - th i r ty  a.m ., o n  t h a t  m o r n in g  o f  

A p r i l  2 7 t h ,  H e a r n  w a s  r e a d y  t o  le a v e .  
W e a r i n g  h is  A r m y  O .D .’s w i th  a n  
A m e r i c a n  fla g  s h o u ld e r -p a tc h ,  h e  a n d  
C o r p o r a l  R a g o  c ro s s e d  th e  B r e n t a  in  
a  s m a ll  r o w b o a t  a n d  e n t e r e d  th e  o u t 
s k ir ts  o f  C h io g g ia .  B e h in d  th e m  a t  
a b o u t  tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  fifty  y a r d s  fo l
lo w ed  tw o  S an  M a r c o  m e n  w i th  a

*"P

11 >J7u mk:

. . . . “Damned if my first shell 
didn’t drop on the first truck’s 

motor.”
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B r e n  t o  c o v e r  th e m . A h e a d  lo o m e d  
th e  G e r m a n  f o r t if ic a t io n s .

T h e  c o u n tr y s id e  w a s  s t i l l ;  th e  r o a d  
w a s  d e s e r te d , th e  h o u s e s  b y  its  s id e  
q u ie t ly  a s le e p . T h e n  in  th e  d is ta n c e  
H e a r n  sa w  a  f ig u re  a p p r o a c h in g —a n  
I t a l i a n  f is h e r m a n  b ic y c l in g  to  th e  
r iv e r  f o r  h is  e a r ly  m o r n in g  c a tc h .  
H e a r n  s to p p e d  h i m  a n d  q u e s tio n e d  
h im . T h e  f is h e rm a n  w a s  e a g e r  w i th  
h is  a n s w e rs —si, th e r e  w e r e  G e r m a n s  
in  th e  to w n —s i, s i ,  th e y  w a n te d  to  s u r 
r e n d e r .  H e  k n e w  w h e r e  th e y  w e r e — 
th e y  w e r e  a ll d r u n k . Y e s , h e  c o u ld  

'■wid a  G e r m a n  w h o  w o u ld  ta lk  to  
H e a r n —a n d  w ith in  tw e n ty  m in u te s  h e  
r e t u r n e d  w ith  a  G e r m a n  s e r g e a n t .

CR I S P L Y  H e a r n  to ld  h i m  h e  h a d  
c o m e  to  d iscu ss  s u r r e n d e r  f r o m  

th e  G e r m a n s .
" I  m u s t g o  a n d  g e t  m y  o ffice r ,” c a m e  

th e  re p ly .
“ I ’l l  m e e t  h i m  h e r e  o n  th e  r o a d ,”  

a g r e e d  H e a r n ;  a n d  th e  s e r g e a n t ,  a f te r  
a  s m a r t  s a lu te ,  tu r n e d  a n d  r a n  to w a r d  
th e  c ity .

I m m e d ia te ly  H e a r n  a n d  h is  c o r p o 
r a l  g a v e  th e ir  p is to ls  to  th e  tw o  S a n  
M a r c o  m e n , m e a n w h ile  o r d e r in g  th e m  
t o  f a ll  b a c k  s e v e ra l  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a n d  
l ie  lo w . W h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n  n e x t  
h e  h a d  n o  id e a ; h e ’d  ta k e n  th e  s te p ,  
a n d  n o w  h e ’d  h a v e  t o  f a c e  th e  m u s ic ,  
e v e n  if  th e  G e r m a n s  m ig h t  c a l l  th e  
tu n e .

W i t h i n  f ifte e n  m in u te s  h e  s ig h te d  
th r e e  m e n  c o m in g  d o w n  th e  r o a d -  
tw o  G e r m a n  o fficers w i th  h o ls te r e d  
p is to ls  a n d  a  G e r m a n  m e d ic  w i th  R e d

C ro s s  a r m -b a n d , c a r r y in g  a la r g e  w h ite  
flag.

T o  th e  tip s  o f  th e i r  p o lis h e d  b o o ts ,  
th e  o fficers w e r e  im p e c c a b le ,  th e ir  
s p o tle s s  u n if o r m s  a  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  to  
H e a r n ’s m u d d y  sh o e s , b a t t le -w o r n  u n i 
f o r m  a n d  u n s h a v e n  s tu b b le . A  few  
fe e t  f r o m  h im , th e y  s to p p e d  a n d  sa 
lu te d . T h e  A m e r i c a n  o fficer r e s p o n d 
e d ; a n d  th e n , ta k in g  n o  c h a n c e s  o n  h is  
o w n  p o o r  I t a l i a n ,  tu r n e d  to  I ta l ia n -  
b o r n  R a g o ,  a n d  w ith  a  g e s tu r e  in d i
c a te d  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  in te r p r e t .

H e  b e g a n :
“ I a m  a n  A m e r i c a n  officer, a n d  I  

h a v e  c o m e  to  ta k e  y o u r  s u r r e n d e r .  
W h a t  is th e  s t r e n g th  o f  y o u r  u n i t ,  a n d  
w h e re  a r e  th e y  lo c a t e d ? ”

T h e  G e r m a n s  e y e d  h is  d i r t y  u n i 
f o r m  c o n t e m p tu o u s ly ,  th e i r  a t t i tu d e  
s u r ly  b u t  c o r r e c t .

“ W e  c a n n o t  d iscu ss  th is  w ith  y o u , 
b u t  w e w ill ta k e  y o u  to  o u r  c o m m a n d 
in g  o ffice r ."

T h i s  w a s  s o m e th in g  e lse  a g a in !  
H e a r n  a n d  R a g o  e x c h a n g e d  a  sw'ift 
g la n c e  o f  a p p r e h e n s io n —as th e  O S S  
M a r in e  o fficer te l ls  i t .  “ I  k n e w  it  
w o u ld  c e r t a in l y  b e  m o s t  u n u s u a l  f o r  
o n ly  th i r ty  G e r m a n s  t o  h a v e  tw o  offi
c e rs , a n d  n o w  th is  p a i r  h a d  m e n ti o n e d  
ta k in g  us to  s till  a n o t h e r  o fficer, th e i r  
C .O .!  F u r t h e r ,  o n e  o f  th e  tw o  w a s  a  
c a p t a i n ;  th e  o t h e r  a  l i e u te n a n t .  T h e  
G e r m a n s  f r e q u e n t ly  h a d  o n ly  s e r 
g e a n ts  in  c h a r g e  o f  a  w 'h o le  c o m p a n y !

| ’ H I R T Y  G e r m a n s  a n x i o u s  to  s u r-
1  r e n d e r !  I b e g a n  to  w o n d e r  w h a t  

w e n t  o n  h e r e ?  S o m e th in g  w a s  defi-  
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n i te ly  fishy a b o u t  m y  in f o r m a t io n .  
W h e n  I  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
o u r  l i t t le  f o r c e ,  a l l  b u t  fifte e n  c o m 
p le te ly  u n t r a in e d ,  a n d  a lr e a d y  o c c u 
p ie d  w i th  m o r e  th a n  th e i r  o w n  n u m 
b e r  o f  p r is o n e r s ,  I  s h iv e r e d . I f  th e  
G e r m a n s  e v e r  f o u n d  o u t  th e  n a t u r e  
a n d  size  o f  o u r  ' f o r c e , ’ I k n e w  I  w o u ld  
b e  a  d e a d  d u c k .

“ I tu r n e d  to  R a g o ,  th e  o n ly  A m e r i 
c a n  w i th in  fifty  m ile s , a n d  s a id : ‘G o  
b a c k  to  th e  r i v e r  a n d  o r d e r  o u r  m e n  
to  h o ld  th e i r  fire  u n t i l  I  r e t u r n . ’

“ R a g o  d is a p p e a r e d  in s ta n tly , th e  
G e r m a n s  s t r a in i n g  f u ti le ly  th r o u g h  
th e  m is t  f o r  a  g l im p s e  o f  o u r  A m e r i 
c a n  a r m y .

“ F o r  te n  u n e a s y  m in u te s  I  a n d  th e  
G e r m a n s  s to o d  stiffly a p a r t ,  a w a i t in g  
R a g o ’s r e t u r n .  I  l i t  a  c ig a r e t te ,  to o k  
a  c o u p le  o f  pu ffs  to  o c c u p y  m y s e lf . I  
f ig u re d  w e  m ig h t  as  w e ll  g e t  i t  o v e r  
w ith , th e  q u ic k e r  th e  b e t te r .  F in a l ly ,  
R a g o  r e t u r n e d ,  a n d  w e fo llo w e d  th e  
o fficers u p  th e  r o a d .  T h e  h o u s e s  w e re  
c o m in g  a l iv e  n o w ; f a rm e rs ,  o u t  f o r  
th e i r  e a r ly -m o r n i n g  c h o r e s , s to p p e d  to  
s ta r e  a t  u s . P r is o n e r s ,  p r o b a b ly , th e y  
w e r e  th in k in g . P r is o n e r s —y es ; b u t  m y  
w o r r y  n o w  w a s  w h o  w as  t o  b e  th e  p r is 
o n e r  o f  w h o m ?

“ A t  a b o u t  tw o  h u n d r e d  y a r d s , tw o  
s m a ll  h o r s e -d r a w n  c a r t s  w 'ere s ta n d in g .  
I  e n te r e d  th e  first w i th  th e  c a p ta i n ;  
P e t e r  f o llo w e d  in  th e  s e c o n d  w ith  th e  
l i e u te n a n t .

“ T h e  G e r m a n  l i e u t e n a n t  b e g a n  to  
q u e s t io n  C o r p o r a l  R a g o  in  I t a l i a n .  
‘D o n ’t  a n s w e r  a  d a m n e d  th in g ,  
P e t e r ! ’ I  y e l le d , f ig u r in g  t h a t  i f  an y -



o n e  w e r e  to  s p ill  th e  b e a n s , i t  h a d  
b e t te r  b e  m e .

“ I n  te n  m in u te s  w e w e r e  w i th in  th e  
c i ty  p r o p e r .  O n e  g l a n c e  a t  th e  s tr e e ts ,  
a n d  I  k n e w  t h a t  m y  e a r ly  fe a rs  w e r e  
ju s tif ie d . F o r  th e  firs t t im e  a  s h a r p  
sen se  o f  p e r s o n a l  f e a r  h i t  m e . H u n 
d re d s  o f  h e a v ily  a r m e d  G e r m a n  s o l
d ie rs  w e re  m il l in g  a b o u t ;  e v e r y  s e c o n d  
o n e  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  a n  a u t o m a t i c  
w e a p o n  s lu n g  o v e r  h is  s h o u ld e r .  
B a r b e d  w ire  a n d  s a n d b a g g e d  b u i ld 
in g s  w e re  e v e r y w h e re . S u r r e n d e r ?  I f  
e v e r  a  to w n  lo o k e d  r e a d y  f o r  a  f ig h t, 
th is  w a s  i t .

“ D o w n  th e  m a in  s t r e e t  w e  w e n t ;  th e  
G e r m a n  s o ld ie rs  s ta r e d  a t  u s  b u t  s a id  
n o th in g . A  b ic y c le  p u l le d  u p  b e s id e  
m y  c a r t ,  a n d  a  w e ll-d re sse d  I t a l i a n  a d 
d r e s s e d  m e  in  E n g l i s h :  ‘W h a t ’s g o in g  
o n  h e r e ? ’ T h e  G e r m a n  c a p ta i n  
s tr u c k  th e  f in g ers  o f  th e  m a n  h o ld in g  
th e  e d g e  o f  th e  c a r t ,  a n d  w i th  a  g u t 
t u r a l  c u r s e  o r d e r e d  h im  a w a y .

" H e  w a s  ta k in g  n o  c h a n c e s ,  e i th e r .  
I  w o n d e r e d  if  i t  w a s  a  t r a p ?  I f  it  
w e r e , w e w e r e  f in ish e d ; i f  i t  w e r e n ’ t, 
w h a t  w o u ld  I  sa y  to  th e  G e r m a n  c o m 
m a n d e r ?  A  h u n d r e d  s c h e m e s  c r o w d 
e d  in to  m y  m in d . T h e y  a l l  s e e m e d  
f a n ta s ti c .

“ T h e  c a r t  s to p p e d  b e f o r e  a n  im p o s 
in g  h o te l  a n d  w i th  a  c u r t  n o d , th e  
G e r m a n  in d ic a te d  th a t  I  s h o u ld  a l ig h t .  
W e  s te p p e d  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r ,  a n d  
th e n  in to  a  s m a ll  office a t  th e  le f t .

" I ’l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  th e  s h o c k  o f  w h a t  
I  saw  in  t h a t  r o o m : s e a te d  a r o u n d  a  
ta b le  w e r e  tw e lv e  tig h t -f a c e d  G e r m a n  
o fficers. T h e r e  w a s  a  r a p id  e x c h a n g e

o f  p h ra s e s  b e tw e e n  th e  c a p t a i n  a n d  
th e  s e n io r  o fficer, a  m id d le -a g e d ,  
s h a r p -f a c e d  N a z i  w i th  w h ite  c a p  a n d  
in s ig n ia  t h a t  I  g u e sse d  w a s  n a v a l ,  
T h e  r e s t  o f  th e  o fficers w e r e  o f  th e  
G e r m a n  a r m y ; a n d  th e i r  b i t t e r  fa ce s  
tu r n e d  g r im ly  to w a r d  m e  as  I  s to o d  
u n e a s ily  b y  th e  d o o r .

“ T h e  G e r m a n  n a v a l  c o m m a n d e r  
s p o k e . H is  w o rd s  w e r e  in  p e r f e c t  
E n g lis h .  ‘W o n ’t  y o u  b e  s e a te d , s ir ? ’ 
h e  s a id , s ig n a lin g  to  a  c h a i r  a t  h is  
r ig h t .

“ S lo w ly  I  w a lk e d  to w a r d  th e  s e a t .  
T h e  m a n  s p o k e  E n g l i s h —so  m u c h  th e  
b e t te r .  I  k n e w  t h a t  w h a t  I  w a s  g o in g  
to  say  n o w  w o u ld  s a v e  o r  d e s tr o y  o u r  
l iv e s . I  k n e w  m y  m a n n e r  w o u ld  b e  
w a tc h e d  c lo s e ly  b y  th e s e  to u g h -lo o k 
in g  b a b ie s .

“ I  s e t t le d  m y s e lf  f irm ly  in  th e  c h a i r .  
T h e  eyes o f  th e  m e n  n e v e r  le f t  m y  
f a c e .  T h e y  w e re  w a i t in g  f o r  m e  to  
s p e a k . M ig h t  as  w e ll  m a k e  i t  g o o d .  
E v e r y th i n g  o r  n o th i n g ,  I  th o u g h t ,  a n d  
th e n  I le t  th e m  h a v e  i t —m y  w ild e s t  
id e a  o f  a l l :  ‘I  a m  L i e u t e n a n t  G e o r g e  
H e a r n  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  A r m y . I  
a m  in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  f o r w a r d  s c o u t 
in g  u n i t  o f  m y  r e g im e n t ,  w h ic h  is d e 
p lo y e d  in  s t r e n g th  ju s t  a c ro ss  th e  
B r e n t a .  I  a ls o  a m  in  r a d i o  c o m m u n i 
c a t io n  w i th  A r m y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  
w ith  th e  A ll ie d  A i r  F o r c e .  M y  c o lo 
n e l  h a s  s e n t  m e  a c ro ss  th e  r i v e r  to  o ffe r  
y o u  a  c h a n c e  f o r  a n  h o n o r a b l e  s u r 
r e n d e r  b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t  a n  a i r  b o m 
b a r d m e n t  a n d  a n  a l l -o u t  a t t a c k .  O u r  
p u r p o s e  is to  p r e v e n t  u se le ss  lo ss  o f  
l i fe , ”  I  s a id  f irm ly .
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" ' T ' O R  a  m o m e n t  th e  G e r m a n  c o m -  
J P  r n a n d e r  lo o k e d  s t r a ig h t  a t  m e . I  

s ta r e d  b a c k , a n d  th e n  tu r n e d  a n d  
s lo w ly  lo o k e d  a t  th e  o t h e r  m e n  a b o u t  
th e  ta b le .  .

“ T h i s  w a s  i t ,  I  k n e w ; w as  th e r e  th e  
s l ig h te s t  c h a n c e  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  b e 
lie v e  m e ?  I  p r a y e d  G o d  to  le t  m e  p u t  
i t  o v e r .  . . . C o n t a c t  w ith  A r m y  
H e a d q u a r t e r s —a n d  th e  A ir  F o r c e !  I  
h a d  n o  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  w i th  th e m  
w h a ts o e v e r .  T h e  o n ly  A ll ie d  f o rc e  I  
k n e w  t o  b e  w i th i n  fifty  m ile s  w a s  P o p -  
sk y ’s s ix ty -m a n  je e p  u n i t ,  w h ic h  h a d  
s t a r te d  th e  p u s h  in la n d  y e s te r d a y  
m o r n in g ;  th e  o n ly  A m e r i c a n  w i th  
w h o m  I  h a d  a n y  c o n t a c t  a t  a l l  w a s  m y  
f iv e -fo o t-tw o  c o r p o r a l  s ta n d in g  q u ie t ly  
t h e r e  in  th e  c o r n e r .  A s f o r  o u r  ‘r e g i 
m e n t ’—th ir ty  I t a l i a n  i r r e g u la r s  h id in g  
o u t  a c ro s s  th e  B r e n t a .  I t  s e e m e d  im -  

o s s ib le  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  s w a llo w  m y  
lu ff.

“ T h e y  w e r e  ta l k in g  n o w , sw iftly , 
s h a r p ly , in  c l ip p e d  G e r m a n . T h e
m e n  a r o u n d  th e  ta b le  w e r e  s e e m in g ly  
q u e s t io n in g  th e  c o m m a n d e r .  T h e
o fficer tu r n e d  to  m e . H e r e  i t  w a s ! I  
t r ie d  to  lo o k  c a lm .

“ T h e  w o rd s  c a m e  s lo w ly : ‘I f  I  d e 
c id e  to  s u r r e n d e r ,  c a n  y o u  c a l l  off th e  
A i r  F o r c e  im m e d ia te ly ? ’

G o d ! W e  h a d  c lo n e  i t .  M y  h e a r t  
s t a r te d  to  p o u n d . C a r e f u l ly  I  m a d e  
m y s e lf  r e l a x ,  a n d  r e p l i e d :

“  ‘I  c a n  r a d i o  th e m  th e  m in u te  I r e 
t u r n  to  m y  u n i t . ’

“ I  w a s  a n x i o u s  to  fin d  o u t  n o w  ju s t  
h o w  m a n y  o f  th e m  th e r e  w e r e  a n d  
a s k e d , ‘H o w  m a n y  m e n  h a v e  y o u ? ’



The German straightened up suddenly. Here it was—  
the question that Hearn feared.

‘“ E le v e n  h u n d r e d ,'  s a id  ih e  c o m 
m a n d e r ,  e y in g  m e  c a r e f u l ly .

"I w as so  s tu n n e d  1 c o u l d n ’t re p ly ,  
a n d  m e re ly  n o d d e d . E le v e n  h u n d r e d !  
W h a t  in  h e ll w o u ld  w e d o  w ith  
th e m ?  I d id  n o t tr u s t  m y s e lf  to  lo o k  
a t R a g o ,  b u t  k e p t m y  ey es o n  th e  c o m 
m a n d e r ’s fa ce , h a l l -h e a r in g  w h a t  h e  
w as sa y in g .

“ T h e  G e r m a n  w as c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  
th e  fo o d , h o u s in g  a n d  g e n e r a l  w e lfa r e  
o f  h is  m e n  . . . M a n y  w e re  R u s s ia n s ,  
fo rc e d  in to  H i t l e r ’s s e rv ic e . I  m u s t  
p r o m is e  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  tu r n e d  
o v e r  to  th e  R u s s ia n  a r m y . . . .

“ I r e p l ie d :
“ ‘N o , a ll  p r is o n e rs  w ill b e  p r is o n e rs  

o l th e  A m e r ic a n  a n d  B r i t is h  f o r c e s .’ 
T h a t  m u c h  1 c o u ld  say  w ith  a s s u ra n c e  
—as to  w h o  th o se  A m e r i c a n  a n d  B r i t 
ish  fo rce s  w o u ld  b e , t h a t  w as m y  
p r o b le m .

“ N o w  I b e g a n  to  th in k  m o r e  c le a r ly  
—th e  h o u s in g  a n d  fe e d in g . E x c e p t  
f o r  w h a t w e h a d  c a p tu r e d  la s t n ig h t ,  
w e h a d  n o  fo o d  f o r  o u rs e lv e s . W i t h  
a  s u d d e n  in s p ir a tio n  1 w a v e d  m y  h a n d  
m a g n a n im o u s ly . 1 s u g g e st y o u  c a r r y

o n  w ith  th o s e  d e ta i ls  as  b e lo r e ,  s i r , ’ I 
sa id  c o o l ly .  'Y o u  k n o w  th e  lo c a l  s i tu 
a t i o n  b e t te r  th a n  w e d o . ’

“ T h e  G e r m a n  n o d d e d  g r a v e ly  a n d  
s w a llo w e d  it  c o m p le te ly .  H e  se e m e d  
to  f ig u re  (h is  A m e r i c a n  w a s  a g e n t le 
m a n .

“ T h e  p h o n e  in  th e  c o r n e r  s ta r te d  to  
b u zz  im p e r a t iv e ly . A  s ta ff  o fficer a n 
s w e re d  i t .  W i t h  a  s h o w  o f  c a lm n e s s , I 
l i t  a  c ig a r e t te ,  s e t t le d  b a c k  in  m y  
c h a i r .  1 c o u ld  fee l m y s e lf  g e t t in g  h o t  
w ith  te n se n e s s . . . . S u p p o s e  th is  w as  
a n  e x p o s u r e —w h a t  w o u ld  w e d o ?  T r y  
to  b lu ff  s o m e  m o re ?

“ T h e  G e r m a n  o n  th e  p h o n e  w as  
s h o u tin g  a n g r i ly .  W i t h  a  lo u d  b a n g  
h e  s la m m e d  d o w n  th e  r e c e i v e r ,  tu r n e d  
a n d  f lu n g  a  t o r r e n t  o f  w o rd s  a t  th e  
c o m m a n d e r .

“ T h e  c o m m a n d e r  lo o k e d  s h a r p ly  a t  
m e . ‘T w o  o f  m y  s o ld ie rs  h a v e  ju s t  
b e e n  s h o t in  c o ld  b lo o d  b y  s o m e  I t a l 
ia n  p a r t i s a n s  in  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  th e  
to w n . I  w ill  n o t  s u r r e n d e r  to  a n y  
I ta l ia n s !  S u r r e n d e r  o r  n o , I w ill  
o r d e r  m y  m e n  to  k i ll  a n y  p a r t i s a n s  
th a t  se t f o o t  in  th is  t o w n !’
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“  ' I  w ill  p u t  a n  im m e d ia te  s to p  t o  
a ll  t h a t ! ’ I r e p l ie d  as  I w o n d e r e d  if  I  
c o u l d —m y  o w n  u n d is c ip lin e d  m e n  o r  
o th e r s  m ig h t  b e  b r e a k in g  lo o se  e v e n  
n o w . W e l l ,  h e r e  w as a n  e x c u s e  to  g e t  
o u t .  I g o t  u p  a n d  s a id  th a t  I m u s t b e  
g e t t i n g  b a c k  to  m y  c o m m a n d  to  w a r n  
th e  A ir  C o r p s  a n d  to  s to p  th e  p a r 
tisa n s .

“ T h e  c o m m a n d e r  ro s e  to o .
“ ‘C a n  y o u  ta k e  o v e r  to d a y ? ’ h e  

a sk e d  c r is p ly .
“ T h a t  la s t q u e s t io n  n e a r ly  llo o re d  

m e  c o m p le te ly .  W h e r e  c o u ld  I find  
‘B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  f o rc e s ’ to  ta k e  
c o m m a n d  o f  o v e r  a  th o u s a n d  G e r m a n  
p r is o n e rs ?  I  h a d  to  say  s o m e th in g  
a n d  g e t  th e  h e ll o u t  q u ic k ly , so  I a n 
sw e re d  h im : ‘ I s h a ll  b e  b a c k  a t  tw o  
th is  a f t e r n o o n . ’ A n d  s a lu t in g , I 
tu r n e d ,  m o tio n e d  to  R a g o ,  a n d  th e  
tw o  o l  us w a lk e d  b r is k ly  f ro m  th e  
r o o m .

“ W e  g o t  in to  th e  c a r t s  v e ry  lo r-  
m a lly , s a t  u p r i g h t  as  th e  d r iv e r  p u lle d  
a w a y  f ro m  th e  h o te l ,  n o t  t r u s t in g  o u r 
se lv es  to  lo o k  a t  e a c h  o t h e r .  W e  sa id  
n o t  a  w o r d  u n t i l  th e y  le f t us a t  th e  
p la c e  w h e r e  w e h a d  s ta r te d  o u t  a n  
h o u r  b e f o r e . A s s o o n  as  w e w e re  
a lo n e  w e le t  o u t  a  s h o u t a n d  b e g a n  
p o u n d in g  e a c h  o t h e r .  W e  h a d  
w a lk e d  in to  a  f o rt if ie d  G e r m a n  to w n  
a n d  c o m e  o u t  w ith  a  s u r r e n d e r  o i le r !  
C o u ld  w e s w in g  it? ”

B a c k  a t  th e  c a m p  in  th e  field , 
H e a r n ’s o r d e r s  w e re  sw ift. H e  r e a l 
ized  h is  o n ly  c h a n c e  la y  in  h id in g  o u t  
h e r e  a n d  tr y in g  to  c o n t a c t  th e  E n g lis h  
je e p  u n i t .  R u n n e r s  w e r e  d is p a tc h e d  
in  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  in  a n  e ffo rt to  
c o n t a c t  s o m e  E n g lis h  p a t r o ls :  e x p l i c i t  
c o m m a n d s  w e re  g iv e n  h is  m e n  to  s to p  
a ll f irin g  a n d  to  w a r n  a ll  I ta l ia n  c iv il
ia n s  t h a t  th e r e  m u s t  b e  n o  f u r th e r  
a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  G e r m a n s .

FO R  th e  n e x t  five h o u r s .  H e a r n  
p a c e d  u p  a n d  d o w n . A t  a n y  m in 

u t e  th e  p la n e s  m ig h t  b e  o v e r  th e  im 
p o r t a n t  ta r g e t  o f  C h io g g ia :  th a t  w o u ld  
m e a n  th e  e n d  o f  th e  g a m e . H e  c o u ld  
n o t u se  h is  I ta l ia n s  b e c a u s e  th e i r  p re s 
e n c e  in  th e  to w n  w o u ld  o n ly  in f u r ia te  
th e  G e r m a n s . H e  m u s t m a k e  c o n t a c t  
w ith  th e  E n g l i s h  je e p  o u tf i t ;  w h e re  
w e re  th o se  r u n n e r s —w h y  in  h e ll d i d n ’ t 
th e y  sh o w  u p ?

I t  w a s  o n e - th ir ty  w h e n  h e  h e a r d  th e  
n o is e  o f  a  c a r  o n  th e  r o a d . H is  eyes  
s t r a in e d  in to  th e  d is ta n c e . . . .  I t  
lo o k e d  lik e —b y  g o sh , it w a s —a je e p .  
S t r a i g h t  u p  i t  c a m e ;  H e a r n  r u s h e d  f o r 
w a r d  to  m e e t  th e  d r iv e r .  H e  w as a n  
E n g lis h  s e c o n d  l i e u te n a n t  n a m e d  
“ S te v e ,”  a  p a t r o l  le a d e r  e q u ip p e d  
w ith  s ix  je e p  a n d  f ifte e n  m e n .

H e  listen c to  H e a r n ’s s to ry  o p e n -  
m o u t h e d .  T h e n ,  w ith  a  s h o u t , h e  
c la p p e d  h im  o n  th e  b a c k . “ H e l l .”  h e  
s h o u te d , “ w e ’ll g o  in  a n d  ta k e  o v e r !  
I ’ll s e n d  th e  jeep s  d o w n s tr e a m  w h e re  
s o m e  b r id g e s  a r e  s til l  u p , a n d  th e y  
c a n  m e e t  us in  to w n  la te r .  L e t ’s g o !”



A  m e ss a g e  w a s  q u ic k ly  r a d io e d  to  
A r m y  H .Q . to  w a r n  th e  A ir  F o r c e  n o t  
to  a t t a c k .  T h e n  f u r io u s ly  th e  tw o  
m e n  p e d a le d  in to  th e  c i ty  o n  tw o  
“ b o r r o w e d ” b icy c le s . T h e  c e n te r  o f  
th e  to w n  w as filled  w ith  s c r e a m in g  
I ta l ia n s . S o m e h o w , w o rd  o f  th e  p r o 
p o sed  s u r r e n d e r  h a d  b e e n  s p r e a d  
a r o u n d , a n d  th e  f re n z ie d  p e o p le  w e re  
p r e m a tu r e ly  c e le b r a t i n g  th e ir  l i b e r a 
tio n .

I n  th e ir  m id s t , h e a v ily  a r m e d  G e r 
m a n  s o ld ie rs  w e re  s ta n d in g  s u lle n ly ;  
g u a rd s  w e re  p a t r o l l in g  in  f r o n t  o f  a ll  
G e r m a n -o c c u p ie d  b u ild in g s . T h e  
s lig h te s t  fa lse  s te p , H e a r n  re a liz e d ,  
w o u ld  r e s u lt  in  a  b lo o d  b a t h .  T h i s  
w as to u c h y —th e y  m u s t , s o m e h o w , c o n 
tro l th is  d e l i r io u s  p o p u la t io n  u n ti l  a  
la r g e  f o r c e  o f  A ll ie d  t r o o p s  w o u ld  
a r r iv e .

T h e y  w e r e  b e f o r e  th e  h o te l  n o w -  
b ack  th r o u g h  th e  s a m e  d o o r —in to  th e  
s a m e  r o o m . T h e r e  w e re  th e  s a m e  
m e n  a r o u n d  th e  ta b le , b u t th is  t im e  
th e y  w e re  n o t s i t t in g  in  a r r o g a n t  
stiffn ess. T h i s  w as d e c a d e n c e —th e se  
b o ttle s  o f  l iq u o r ,  th e se  d is h e v e le d  u n i 
fo rm s , th e se  o n c e -p r o u d  m e n  d r u n k -  
e n ly  s o b b in g .

“ W e  h a v e  c o m e  to  ta k e  o v e r !” sa id  
H e a r n  s h a r p ly .

"Mein Fiihrer!" so b b e d  th e  N a z i  
c o m m a n d e r  as  h e  s ta g g e re d  to  his  
feet.

H e  g e s tu r e d  w a v e r in g ly  to w a rd  a  
b o ttle . D rin k s  w e re  p o u r e d  f o r  
H e a r n  a n d  h is  c o m p a n i o n .  T h i s  w as  
as g o o d  a s ta l l  f o r  tim e  as  a n y . T h e  
G e r m a n s  w e re  c l a m o r i n g  f o r  n e w s  o f  
G e r m a n y . W h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  
H i t le r  a n d  th e  o t h e r  to p  N a z is?  
"Kaput, kaput!” th e y  k e p t s o b b in g .  
I t  w a s  a ll  o v e r .  . . .

H e a r n  le a r n e d  n o w  th a t  th e  G e r 
m a n  c h ie f  w as a  c a p ta i n  in  th e  G e r 
m a n  n a v y , a n d  in  to p  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  
g a r r is o n  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f  
C h io g g ia  as a  p o r t .  B e f o r e  th e  w a r  h e  
h a d  b e e n  th e  c a p ta i n  o f  a G e r m a n  
l in e r  w h ic h  h a d  v is ite d  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  f r e q u e n t ly .  S o  th a t  w as th e  
r e a s o n  f o r  h is  c o m m a n d  o f  E n g lis h !

H e  w a s  e a g e r  to  lis te n  to  H e a r n  
n o w , to  fo llo w  a n y  s u g g e s t io n . T h e  
M a r in e  s te p p e d  in , s u g g e s te d  th e  G e r 
m a n s  in v o k e  a se v e n  p .m . c u r fe w  
a n d  f u r n is h  s o ld ie rs  t o  p a t r o l  th e  
s tre e ts . T h a t  w o u ld  p e r h a p s  a v o id  
t r o u b le .  . . .

T h e  G e r m a n  s t r a ig h te n e d  u p  s u d 
d e n ly . H e r e  i t  w a s—th e  q u e s t io n  th a t  
H e a r n  f e a re d .

" W h e r e ’s y o u r  r e g im e n t  a n d  th e  
c o lo n e l? ”

H e a r n ’s a n s w e r  w as r e a d y . H o w  it  
w o u ld  g o  o v e r  h e  d id  n o t  k n o w , b u t  
th is  w as a g a m e  o f  c h a n c e ,  a n d  so  f a r  
th e  w in n in g  c a r d s  h a d  a ll  b e e n  w ith  
h im .

" S in c e  y o u  h a v e  a g r e e d  to  a n  h o n 
o r a b le  s u r r e n d e r ,  h e  is s w in g in g  h is  
fo rc e s  a r o u n d  th e  c i ty  a n d  is h e a d in g  
n o r t h ."

H o w  a n  O S S  N a v a l  o fficer , u s in g  
su b m a rin e  a n d  C a ta lin a  fly in g -  
b o a t, s e t u p  an d  m a in ta in e d  a 
s e c re t  is la n d  b ase  o n e  th o u s a n d  
m ile s  b e h in d  J a p  lin es in  S o u th 
ea s t A s ia —to ld  e x c lu s iv e ly  in  n e x t  

m o n th ’s B L U E  B O O K .

Q u ic k ly  th e  c o m m a n d e r  tr a n s la te d  
th is  to  h is  sta ff. I t  w as th e  o n e  th in g  
th a t  c o u ld  s h o c k  th e m  in to  s o b e rn e ss . 
T h e  a i r  w as filled  w ith  a n g r y  s h o u ts , 
th r o a ty  r e m o n s tr a n c e s .  I t  w as e v i
d e n t  th a t  th e  G e r m a n  o fficers felt th a t  
th e y  h a d  b e e n  t r ic k e d — th e  fo rc e s  to  
w h o m  th e y  h a d  s u r r e n d e r e d  w e r e  n o w  
o n  th e ir  w ay  to  k ill  a n d  c a p tu r e  s till  
m o r e  o f  th e i r  fe llo w s.

T h e  d isc u ss io n  w a x e d  h o t t e r ;  u g ly  
c u rse s  filled  th e  r o o m . S u d d e n ly  th e  
H e r m a n  c o m m a n d e r  s p o k e . " I t  m a k e s  
n o  d iff e re n c e ! A ll is f in ish e d  a n y 
h o w . I h a v e  a g r e e d  to  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  
p o lic e  th e  to w n  u n ti l  m y  m e n  a r e  r e 
m o v e d . I ’ ll h a v e  a h u n d r e d  m e n  
r e a d y  to  a ssis t y o u  in  k e e p in g  p e r f e c t  
o r d e r .”

I h e  E n g l i s h m a n  a n d  H e a r n  lo o k e d  
a t e a c h  o t h e r .  O n e  m o r e  to u c h y  s i tu 
a t io n  o v e r  w i th !  I t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
th a t  th e  G e r m a n  c o m m a n d e r  w as  s a v 
in g  h is  la c e —a f te r  a l l ,  i t  w as h e  w h o  
h a d  a g r e e d  to  th e  s u r r e n d e r — b u t, a t  
a n y  r a te ,  o n e  m o r e  c ris is  w as te m 
p o r a r i ly  o v e r .

TH A T  n ig h t  b r o u g h t  o n e  o f  th e  
s t r a n g e s t  s ce n e s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  w a r . 

L a t e  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  th e  s ix  E n g lis h -  
m a n n e d  je e p s  h a d  a r r iv e d .  A ll d u r 
in g  th e  n ig h t  th e y  p a t r o l le d  th e  s tr e e ts  
o f  th e  to w n  w i th  a  s q u a d  o f  a r m e d  
G e r m a n s  m a r c h i n g  in  th e  r e a r ,  a n d  
a r m e d  G e r m a n s  r id in g  n e x t  to  B r i t is h  
T o m m i e s  o n  th e  se a ts . T h i s  s h o w  o f  
fo rc e  q u ic k ly  c u r b e d  th e  c iv i l ia n  e x 
u b e r a n c e , a n d  sa v e  f o r  th e  s c a t te r e d  
s h o o t in g  o f  F a s c is ts , th e  to w n  w as  
r e la t iv e ly  q u ie t .

F o r  th e  n e x t  tw o  d a y s  H e a r n  a n d  
th e  o fficers o f  th e  B r i t is h  je e p  u n i t  
w h ic h  f in a lly  a s se m b le d  in  C h i o g g i a — 
th e re b y  b r in g in g  th e  a l l ie d  s t r e n g th  
u p  to  s i x t y !—liv e d , a te ,  d r a n k  a n d  
w o rk e d  w ith  th e  G e r m a n s . T h e y  p e r 
s u a d e d  th e  c o m m a n d e r  to  m o v e  h is  
t r o o p s  i n to  th e  c o a s ta l  b a t te r ie s  ju s t  
o u ts id e  o f  C h io g g ia  w h e re  th e y  tu r n e d  
in  th e ir  a r m s  a n d  lo c k e d  th e m s e lv e s  
u p . T h e  m in e f ie ld s  c h a r ts  f o r  th e  
h a r b o r  a n d  sa fe  c o u r s e s  th r o u g h  th e  
m in e fie ld s  in  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  A d r ia t i c  
w e re  h a n d e d  o v e r ;  a ll  s h ip p in g  in  th e  
p o r t  a n d  a ll  G e r m a n  s u p p lie s  w e re  
im p o u n d e d . I n  a d d it io n  to  th e  n u 
m e ro u s  la r g e -c a l ib e r  c o a s ta l  g u n s ,  
s ix ty -f o u r  o f  th e  d e a d ly  G e r m a n  
e ig h ty -e ig h ts  w e r e  c a p tu r e d .  T h e  lo o t  
w as p r o d ig io u s .

J u s t  w h e n  th e  G e r m a n s  c a u g h t  o n  
to  h is  a m a z in g  b lu ff—o r  w h e th e r  th e y  
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e v e r  d id — H e a r n  n e v e r  f o u n d  o u t ,  b e
c a u s e  th e  d a y  a f te r  th e  la s t G e r m a n  
w a s  lo c k e d  u p  th e  f ig h tin g  O S S  M a 
r in e  p u s h e d  o n  to  V e n ic e ,  w h ic h  h e  
f o u n d  c e le b r a t i n g  its  o w n  l ib e r a t io n  
in  im p r e s s iv e  s ty le . H e  w as th e r e  o n  
th e  m o m e n to u s  M a y  2 n d  w h e n , ju s t  
five d a y s  a f t e r  h e  h a d  ta k e n  th e  su i-  
r e n d e r  o f  C h io g g ia ,  th e  G e r m a n  a r 
m ie s  in  I ta ly  s u r r e n d e r e d  to  th e  A llie s .

O n e  s a r d o n ic  tw is t to  th e  w h o le  o p 
e r a t io n  c a m e  w h e n  th e  8 th  A r m y  h e a d 
q u a r t e r s  s e n t e le m e n ts  o f  a n  I ta l ia n  
d iv is io n  in to  C h io g g ia  to  c a r r y  a w a y  
th e  G e r m a n  p r is o n e r s —th e se  s a m e  G e r 
m a n s  w h o  h a d  sw o rn  th a t  n o  I ta l ia n  
w o u ld  e v e r  se t f o o t in  th e  to w n

T h o s e  G e r m a n s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  s till 
w o n d e r in g  to  w h a t U . S. A rm y  r e g i
m e n t  th e y  s u r r e n d e r e d .  G e n e r a l  M a rk  
C la r k  w o u ld  w o n d e r ,  to o , f o r  h is  n eat 
est A m e r ic a n  r e g im e n t  w as n e a r ly  o n e  
h u n d r e d  m ile s  a w a y  a t  th e  tim e !

H e a r n ’s o n ly  w o rry  in  te l l in g  th e  
s to r y  is w h a t  th e  M a r in e  C o r p s  w ill  
th in k  o f  a M a r in e ’s p a ss in g  h im s e lf  off 
as a n  A r m y  l i e u te n a n t .  " T h e y ’ll p r o b 
a b ly  say o n e  M a r in e  should b e  a b le  
to  ta k e  th o s e  e le v e n  h u n d r e d  G e r m a n s  
p r i s o n e r !”

F a c t  o f  th e  m a t t e r  is—o n e  d id .
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T h e  s t o r y  o f  M a t t h e w  C r a b 
t r e e  AND HIS WIFE MELODY, WHO
c a m e  t o  N ova  S c o t ia  in  1774;
AND HAD TO DEAL WITH INDIANS, 
SOLDIERS AND A ROUGH NEW LAND.

by W ILL  
R. BIRD



A S H I P L O A D  o f  Y o r k s h ir e  s e t 
tle rs  s a ile d  l o r  N o v a  S c o t ia  
d u r i n g  th e  t h i r d  w e e k  o f  
M a r c h ,  1 7 7 4 ,  ta k in g  w i th  

th e m  a l l  th e i r  p e c u l i a r  p o sse ss io n s . 
T h e r e  w as se e d  g r a i n  s to r e d  in  th e  
s ta ll -lik e  c a b in s , a  s a c k  b e in g  u s e d  a s  
a  p i llo w  in  n e a r ly  e v e r y  b e r th  t o  k e e p  
it d r y . I n  th e  s h ip ’s h o ld  w e r e  t r u n k s  
a n d  c h e s ts  o f  d r a w e r s ,  d r e s s e r s , b e d 
d in g , h o g s h e a d s  f ille d  w i th  c r o c k e r y ,  
s c y th e s , r e a p in g -h o o k s , p lo w s —e v e r y 
th in g  c o u n t e d  a s  a  n e c e s s i ty  i n  th e  
h o m e .

M a tt h e w  C r a b t r e e  h a d  t e n  s a ck s  o f  
th e  b e s t  r y e ,  b a r le y , w h e a t  a n d  o a ts  
h e  h a d  e v e r  s c r e e n e d . H is  w ife  M e l
o d y  h a d  p o ts  a n d  p a n s , c a n d le s ,  sp ic e s  
a n d  c u t l e r y  p a c k e d  in  a  la r g e  w o o d e n  
c h u r n .  S h e  h a d  h e r  s c a n t  f in e r y  o f  
c lo a k s , f r i l le d  p e t t i c o a t s  a n d  b o n n e ts  
in  a n  o ld  l e a t h e r  t r u n k .

E a c h  f a m ily  h a d  b r e a d  a n d  m e a t  
a n d  c h e e s e  f o r  th e  first fe w  d a y s , a n d  
w h e n  th e se  s u p p lie s  w e r e  g o n e  a  d a i ly  
r a t io n  o f  b r e a d  a n d  b e e f  w a s  p r o 
v id e d .

S to r m y  w e a t h e r  se t in  f o r  th e  f irs t  
w eek s a t  s e a  b u t  A p r i l  t u r n e d  m i ld  
a n d  g e n t le  a t  th e  h a l f w a y  m a r k .  S o o n  
th e r e  w e r e  r e g u l a r  g a th e r in g s  o n  th e  
d e c k . R o u n d s  o f  s im p le  g a m e s  h e lp e d  
p ass th e  h o u r s  a n d  w r e s t l in g  w a s  in 

t r o d u c e d  as  a  d iv e r s io n  b y  o n e  o f  
th e  s e a m e n , a  b u r ly  f e llo w  w i th  h a n d s  
l ik e  s m a l l  h a m s . H e  c h a l l e n g e d  a n y  
m a n  o n  th e  s h ip , s a y in g  th e y  m ig h t  
c h o o s e  t h e i r  h o ld s , a n d  o f fe r e d  te n  
s h il l in g s  t o  th e  m a n  h e  c o u l d  n o t  
th r o w .

I t  s e e m e d  a  f a i r  e n o u g h  o ffe r , a n d  
th e r e  w e r e  p l e n ty  o f  ta k e r s ,  f o r  th e  
Y o r k s h i r e m e n  w e r e  s to u t  f e llo w s .  
T h e y  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  m a n y  
w r e s t l in g  b o u ts  a t  th e i r  a n n u a l  f a irs  
a n d  k n e w  th e  t r ic k  o f  a  " Y o r k s h i r e ”  
h e e l  a n d  t r ip .  T h e  b e s t  o f  th e m ,  
h o w e v e r ,  la s te d  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  te n  
m in u te s  w i th  th e  s a i lo r ;  h e  h a d  
le a r n e d  h is  tr ic k s ,  h e  b o a s te d ,  in  
F r a n c e  a n d  H o l l a n d ,  in  s u c h  f o r e ig n  
p la c e s  as  I t a l y  a n d  T u r k e y .

M a t t h e w  w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g .  
H e  h a d  th ic k  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  a  d e e p  
c h e s t ;  h e  c o u ld  m o v e  w i th  d e c e p t iv e  
s p e e d  f o r  a  b ig  m a n . A t  th e  B a n -  
fie ld  F a i r  h e  h a d  w o n  th e  w r e s t l in g  
c r o w n  th r e e  y e a r s  in  a  r o w . S o  h e  
h a d  s o m e  c o n f id e n c e  w h e n  h e  w a lk e d  
o n  th e  s p r e a d  c a n v a s  t o  tr y  h is  lu c k  
w i th  th e  s a i lo r .

T h e i r  b o u t  w a s  o v e r  b e f o r e  h e  w a s  
p r o p e r l y  se t. T h e  s e a m a n  h a d  a  h o ld  
th a t  M a t t h e w  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  u s e d ,  
a n d  h e  w a s  a  t r i c k y  f e l lo w . S o  M a t 
th e w  w e n t  d o w n  h e a v i ly ,  w a s  p in n e d  
th e r e .  T h e  o n lo o k e r s  r o a r e d  a p 
p r o v a l  a n d  th e  c r e w  c h a n t e d  a  d i t ty  
a b o u t  f a r m e r s  w h o  m o v e d  o n  w o o d e n  
leg s.

I t  w a s  s a id  m a n y  t im e s  in  B a n f ie ld  
t h a t  M a t t h e w  w a s  th e  b e s t -n a tu r e d  
f e llo w  e v e r  r a is e d  in  th e  v i l la g e . H e  
g r in n e d  a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  h is  d e 
f e a t ,  p r a is e d  th e  w r e s t le r ,  a n d  b e g g e d  
th e  m a n  to  te a c h  h i m  w r e s t l in g  to  
th e  e x t e n t  o f  a  te n -b o b  fe e . H e r e  w a s  
“ f o u n d  m o n e y ,”  so  th e  s a i lo r  a g r e e d  
r e a d i l y  e n o u g h , a n d  f o r  th e  n e x t  w e e k  
o r  s o  th e  m a in  a t t r a c t i o n  o n  th e  s h ip  
w a s  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  m a s t e r  w r e s t le r  
t e a c h i n g  a  f a r m e r  h is  tr ic k s .

D u r i n g  th e  s e c o n d  w e e k  th e r e  w as  
a  c h a n g e  in  th e  te m p o  o f  th e i r  e x h i b i 
t io n s . M a t t h e w  h a d  p r o v e d  h im s e lf  
a n  a p t  p u p i l .  T h e r e  c a m e  a n  a f t e r 
n o o n  w h e n  h e  th r e w  th e  s a i lo r  tw ic e ,  
a n d  th e  c r e w  b e g a n  to  je e r .  A f te r  
th a t  th e r e  w a s  n o t  so  m u c h  te a c h in g .  
M a tt h e w  p a i d  h is  te n  s h il lin g s , a n d  
a s k e d  f o r  a  c h a n c e  a t  th e  s e a m a n ’s 
m o n e y .

T h e  s a i lo r  w a s  w a r y . I t  m ig h t  b e , 
h e  s a id , t h a t  M a t t h e w  c o u ld  o b ta in  a 
lu c k y  h o ld  a n d  th r o w  h im . S o  th e  
b o u t  m u s t  b e  f o r  tw o  f a i r  p in n in g s  
o u t  o f  th r e e .  M a tt h e w  a g r e e d , to o k  
o ff  h is  ja c k e t  a n d  s h ir t  a n d  h o b n a i le d  
s h o e s , a n d  s a id  h e  w as  r e a d y .

T h e  Y o r k s h i r e m e n  s a id  t h a t  n ig h t  
i t  w a s  th e  f in e s t b i t  o f  w r e s t l in g  th e y  
e v e r  e x p e c t e d  t o  see . T h e  s a i lo r  to o k  
th e  firs t f a ll  b y  t r i c k i n g  M a tth e w  in to  
lo o k in g  b e h in d  h im . T h e n  h e  lo st  
th e  s e c o n d  o n e  w h e n  a n o t h e r  ru s e  
f a i le d . T h e y  s q u a r e d  a w a y  s a v a g e ly  
f o r  th e  t h i r d  t im e , a n d  th e  s a i lo r  w as  
in  n o  m o o d  f o r  p la y . H e  a t t a c k e d  lik e  
a  m a d m a n , t r ie d  to  u s e  h is  k n e e  in  f o u l  
w o rk , a n d  m e t  h is  m a t c h .  M a tth e w ,  
a r o u s e d ,  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  d o u b le  h is  
u s u a l  s t r e n g t h ;  h e  c a u g h t  th e  s a i lo r  
in  a  f a i r  g r ip ,  h o is te d  h im  a s  if  h e  w e r e  
a  b o y , a n d  s la m m e d  h i m  t o  th e  d e c k  
w ith  s u c h  v i o le n c e  t h a t  th e  m a n ’s 
a r m  w a s  b r o k e n .

T h e r e  w a s  n o  m o r e  w r e s t l in g  o n  
th e  s h ip .

WH E N  th e y  a r r iv e d  a t  H a l i f a x  th e  
Y o r k s h ir e m e n  w e r e  to ld  th e y  

w o u ld  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  s m a ll  s c h o o n 
e r s  w h ic h  m a d e  th e  t r i p  u p  th e  B a y  o f  
F u n d y  to  th e  C u m b e r la n d  a r e a .  T h e  
w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  w i th  th e  o l d e r  
f o lk , w o u ld  g o  o n  th e  firs t t r i p ;  th e  
m e n  c o u l d  w a i t ,  o r  w a lk  o v e r la n d .

M a t t h e w  w a s  y o u n g  a n d  e a g e r  to  
g e t  s e t t le d . H e  m a n a g e d  t o  fin d  a  
p l a c e  f o r  M e lo d y  o n  th e  first s c h o o n e r ,  
h a d  th e i r  b e lo n g in g s  s h ip p e d  w i th  h e r
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a n d  w ith  E z r a  H o d g e ,  a n o t h e r  y o u n g  
m a n , se t o u t  o n  f o o t  f r o m  H a l i f a x .

I t  w a s  e a r ly  M a y , a n d  th e  a i r  w as  
g o o d . T h e y  th r i l le d  a t  th e  s ig h t  o f  
n e w  b u s h e s  a n d  b ird s . T h i c k e t s  o f  r e d  
m a p le  w e r e  in  b lo o m . T a s s e le d  a ld e rs  
s h e d  c lo u d s  o f  s u lp h u r - c o lo r e d  p o l le n  
b y  l i t t le  b r o o k s . T h e  w h ite  b l o o m  o f  
w ild  c h e r r y  a n d  I n d i a n  p e a r  s p la s h e d  
a g a in s t  th e  d a r k  g r e e n e r y  o f  s p r u c e  
a n d  fir. T h e y  s ta y e d  th e  n i g h t  a t  a  
r iv e r  f e rr y , b e d d e d  r o u g h ly  in  th e  lo g  
s h a c k  o f  a  s q u a t te r  w h o  s o ld  th e m  
s p r u c e  b e e r  a t  f o u r p e n c e  a  p i n t .

IN  th e  m o r n i n g  th e y  w e r e  a w a y  
e a r ly ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  w e l l -w o r n  s lo t  

o f  a n  I n d ia n  t r a i l  o v e r  a  lo n g  r id g e  
t h a t  w o u ld  le a d  th e m  n e a r  C u m b e r 
la n d  B a s in . L a t e  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  
th e y  m a d e  c a m p  b y  a  b r o o k  o f  d e e p  
p o o ls . T h e  g r o u n d  w a s  s o f t  w i th  
s p r u c e  n e e d le s  a n d  th e y  m a d e  b e d s  
o f  s m a ll  b r u s h . T h e n  M a t t h e w  g a t h 
e r e d  d e a d  s tic k s  f r o m  a  b lo w d o w n  a n d  
p la c e d  th e m  c u n n in g ly  o n  p a p e r -d r y  
i n n e r  b a r k  f ro m  th e  f a l le n  t r e e .  H e  
to o k  o u t  h is  t i n d e r b o x  a n d  s t r u c k  th e  
s m a ll  s te e l r o d  o n  th e  r if le  f lin t  h e  
k e p t  s c re w e d  fa s t  to  th e  l id  u n t i l  a  
b r ig h te r  s p a r k  flew  a n d  th e  film y  b a r k  
f la re d  in to  f la m e . T h e  f ire  to o k  life  
f r o m  th e  d r ie d  s tic k s . T h e  b la z e  
c a u g h t  h o ld  a n d  s e n t  u p  c u r le d  s tr in g s  
o f  ru s ty  s m o k e  t h a t  s m e lle d  a c r i d  a n d  
h a lf-sw e e t.

E z r a  c u t  a  w ith y  p o le ,  a t t a c h e d  a  
t r o u t  lin e  a n d  s o o n  h a d  la n d e d  th r e e  
t r o u t  th a t ,  g u t te d  a n d  w a s h e d , s til l  
w e ig h e d  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  p o u n d s .  
T h e y  a te  th e  fish  w i th  g r e a t  r e l is h ,  
r u b b in g  g r e a s y  f in g e rs  o n  th e i r  
b r e e c h e s . T h e y  d r a n k  s c a ld in g  te a  
a n d  fin ish e d  w i th  s la b s  o f  b r e a d  a n d  
c h e e s e . D a r k n e s s  h a d  f a l le n  w h e n  
th e y  w e r e  d o n e  a n d  w h e n  th e y  la y  o n  
th e i r  b r u s h  b e d s  th e y  c o u l d  see  a  fine  
m o o n  la m p i n g  o v e r  th e  r id g e  th e y  
h a d  tr a v e le d .

“ W e ’ll  h a v e  c h a m p io n  w e a t h e r ,” 
p r o p h e s ie d  M a tth e w . “ T h e y  to w d  m e  
b a c k  in  to w n  t ’ w a y  w u r  s h o r te r  b y  
th is  I n d i a n  p a t h .  W e ’l l  k e e p  o n  it  
’s te a d  o ’ ta k in g  t ’ b la z e d  t r a i l  o o p  a t  
e n d  o ’ r id g e .”

T h e r e  w as  a  g r u n t  o f  a s s e n t, th e n  
s n o r e s  to ld  M a tt h e w  t h a t  E z r a  s le p t ;  
b u t  th e  n o v e lty  o f  th e i r  s i tu a t io n  k e p t  
M a tth e w  a w a k e . H e  c o u l d  h e a r  th e  
b u b b lin g  m u r m u r  o f  th e  b r o o k  a n d  
th e  d is ta n t  y a p p in g  o f  a  f o x .  O n c e  a  
w h is p e r  o f  f e a th e r s  s e n t a  t in g le  u p  h is  
s p in e ; th e  s o u n d  w a s  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  
h is  h e a d , a n d  h e  sa w  th e  b r o a d  w in g s  
o f  a n  o w l a s  i t  f lo a te d  a c ro s s  th e  
p a t c h  o f  m o o n lig h t  a b o v e  th e m . T h e n  
i t  w as g o n e  a s  th o u g h  a b s o r b e d  b y  
th e  n ig h t .

M o o se  b ird s  c a m e  t o  th e m  as th e y  
a te  b r e a k f a s t .  T h e  a i r  w a s  s t i l l  a n d  
th e  d a y  w o u ld  b e  w a r m . T h e  t r a i l  le d  
a r o u n d  a  s w a m p  a f t e r  th e y  le f t  th e  
b la z e d  w a y  u s u a lly  f o llo w e d  b y  s e t
t le rs ,  th e n  le d  t h r o u g h  c lu m p s  o f

h a c k m a ta c k  a n d  b la c k  s p r u c e  s h a g g y  
w i th  g r a y -g r e e n  m o ss  b e a r d s . B la c k  
flies b o th e r e d  th e m  b u t  th e y  s p e n t  a  
fe w  m o m e n ts  w a t c h in g  a  g r u m b l i n g  
p o r c u p in e  c l im b  a  s a p lin g .

L a t e  in  th e  d a y  th e y  w e r e  n e a r  th e  
e d g e  o f  th e  f o re s t , w h e n  a n o t h e r  w id e  
s w a m p  b a r r e d  t h e i r  p a t h .  T h e y  w e r e  
tu r n i n g  t o  s k ir t  i t  w h e n  a  s t r a n g e  
s o u n d  h a l te d  E z r a .

“ I  th o w t  I  h e a r d  a  v o i c e ,” h e  s a id . 
“ I n  m id d le  o ’ t ’ b o g .”

“ I t  m u s t  b e  a  b e a s t  o r  s u m m a t ,”  
d e c la r e d  M a t t h e w . “ N o b o d y  w o u ld  
t r y  t o  c ro s s  o n  s u c h  h u m m o c k s .” 
T h e n  h e  p a u s e d  to  l is te n . H e  h a d  
h e a r d  th e  s o u n d , a n d  i t  w a s  lik e  s o m e 
o n e  g r u n t i n g  lo u d ly , a lm o s t  g r o a n in g .

" I ’l l  c u t p o l e , ”  h e  s a id  te r s e ly , u s in g  
h is  a x .  " T n a  s ta y  h e r e .  I ’l l  g o  in  t i ll  
I s e e  w h e a r  t ’ m a n  is. I f  I s in k , t ’ p o le  
w ill  s to p  m e .”

H e  s te p p e d  c a u t i o u s ly  f r o m  o n e  
s p o n g y  h u m m o c k  t o  a n o th e r ,  k e e p in g  
n e a r  to  o ld  s tu m p s  a n d  b u s h  c lu m p s  
w h o s e  r o o ts  g a v e  s o m e  s u p p o r t .  T h e n  
h e  b a l a n c e d  o n  a  m o u n d  a n d  s ta r e d .

T w o  I n d i a n s  w e r e  in  a  s p a c e  b e 
f o r e  h i m . T r a c e s  o f  a  p a t h  le d  t h r o u g h  
th e  s w a m p , s h o w in g  i t  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  
d u r i n g  th e  w i n te r  m o n t h s .  T h e  re d -  
m e n  h a d  f o llo w e d  a lo n g  i t  n o w . O n e  
w a s  s ta n d in g  o n  a  h u m m o c k  t h a t  h a d  

ie ld e d  u n t i l  h e  w a s  in  w a t e r  t o  h is  
n e e s  a n d  h e  w a s  t r y in g  to  e x t r i c a t e  

h is  c o m p a n i o n ,  w h o  h a d  o n ly  h is  
h e a d  a b o v e  th e  s w a m p ’s m ir e .

“ T h a  k e e p  h o w d  o ’ h i m ,”  s h o u te d  
M a tt h e w . “ I ’l l  g iv e  th a  h a n d  in  
j i f f y .”

H e  h u r r i e d  b a c k  th e  w a y  h e  h a d  
c o m e , a n d  w i th  s t r o n g  a x -s t r o k e s  f e l le d  
a  p a i r  o f  fa ir -s iz e d  h a c k m a ta c k s .  H e  
se iz e d  o n e  tr e e  a n d  d r a g g e d  i t  to  
w h e r e  th e  I n d i a n s  w e r e . T h e  o n e  in  
th e  m i r e  r o l l e d  h is  ey e s  b u t  m a d e  n o  
a t t e m p t  t o  s p e a k . T h e  s a v a g e  s u p 
p o r t i n g  h i m  s a id  o n e  w o r d :  "Hurry!" 
H is  ey e s  s e e m e d  to  p r o t r u d e  f r o m  th e ir  
s o c k e ts . H is  d a r k  v is a g e  w a s  b e a d e d  
w ith  p e r s p i r a t i o n .

MA T T H E W  d r a g g e d  in  th e  s e c o n d  
t r e e .  H e  p ic k e d  i t  u p  a n d ,  g e t 

t i n g  th e  le v e r a g e  h e  w a n te d ,  h e a v e d  
i t  f o r w a r d  so  t h a t  i t  d r o p p e d  b e s id e  
th e  r e d m a n  w h o  w a s  th e  d e e p e r  in  th e  
b o g . T h e  s e c o n d  t r e e  w a s  p i tc h e d  
c ro ss w ise  t o  th e  firs t o n e . T h e n  M a t 
th e w  w a d e d  o u t  q u ic k ly , h is  w e ig h t  
s u b m e r g in g  th e m , u n t i l  h e  w a s  b e s id e  
th e  s a v a g e s .

“ T h a  s ta y  w h e a r  th a  a r e ,” h e  sa id  
to  th e  I n d i a n  w h o  w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  
r e s c u e . “ I ’ll l i f t  h i m  o u t .”

T h e  tr e e s  s a n k , w i th  b u b b lin g s , a n d  
M a tt h e w  f e l t  th e  w a t e r  s lo p  t o  h is  
k n e e s .

“ Y o u  d r o w n , t o o ,”  g r u n t e d  th e  I n 
d i a n .  “ T h i s  d e v i l -h o le .”

Matthew threw himself in a 
tremendous lunge, taking Danks 

with him.
28





" L e t  b e !” g r u n te d  M a t t h e w . H e  
h a d  h is  p o le  in  o n e  h a n d .  W i t h  th e  
o t h e r  h e  g r ip p e d  th e  s u b m e r g e d  r e d 
sk in  b y  th e  n e a r e s t  w r is t ,  a n d  h e a v e d .

H is  e f fo r t  p lu n g e d  h im  d e e p e r .  T h e  
w a t e r  w a s  a t  h is  w a is t .  B u t  h e  h o is te d  
th e  s a v a g e . A n o t h e r  h e a v e  a n d  M a t 
th e w  h a d  th e  r e d m a n  a c ro s s  h is  s h o u l
d e r .  H e  tu r n e d ,  f e l t  f o r  a  f o o t i n g  o n  
th e  s u n k e n  tr e e s ,  f o u n d  o n e ,  s te p p e d  
o n c e , tw ic e , th r e e  t im e s , a n d  w a s  o u t  
o f  th e  w o rs t  o f  th e  s w a m p . A  m o m e n t  
la t e r  h e  h a d  h is  m a n  b e s id e  E z r a .  
T h e n  h e  sn iffed .

“ T ’ l a d ’s d r u n k ,”  M a t t h e w  p a n te d .  
“ S lo p p e d  w i’ r u m .”

T h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n  h a d  s to o d  w h e r e  
h e  w a s . H e  s e e m e d  e x h a u s te d  a n d  
M a tth e w  h a d  a lm o s t  to  c a r r y  h i m  to  
sa fe  f o o tin g .

“ Y o u  g o o d  m a n .”  T h e  r e d m a n  s a t  
o n  a  k n o ll  in  th e  la s t  s u n l ig h t  o f  th e  
d a y , r e t c h in g  w i th  r u m  s ic k n e ss , s c r a p 
in g  s w a m p  m u d  f r o m  h is  c lo t h in g .  
“ Y o u  n o t  c o m e , w e  d r o w n . I n j u n  n o t  
f o r g e t .”

T h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n  w a s  ly in g  f la t o n  
h is  b a c k . H e  w a s  a  s m a l le r  b r a v e ,  a n d  
a  s c a r  g a v e  h im  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  
p e r p e t u a l  g r in . H e  r o l l e d  h is  h e a d .  
" A m e n ,”  h e  g r u n te d .

" H i m  d r u n k ,”  s a id  th e  firs t I n d i a n .  
" T r a d e  sk in  a t  f o r t .  P l e n ty  d r u n k .  
N o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .  C a n  sa y  ‘a m e n ’— 
n o  m o r e .”

I t  w a s  c h i l ly  w h e n  th e  s u n  h a d  
g o n e , so  M a tth e w  b u i l t  a  fire . H e  a n d  
E z r a  d iv id e d  th e  la s t  o f  th e i r  fo o d  
w ith  th e  I n d ia n s ,  a n d  t r ie d  to  ta lk  
w ith  th e  o n e  w h o  s p o k e  E n g l i s h .  B u t  
th e  r e d m e n  w e r e  f e e lin g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  
th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e y  c u r le d  u p  lik e  
d o g s  a n d  s le p t .

IN  th e  m o r n in g  M a t t h e w  d is c o v e r e d  
i t  w a s  b u t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  to  a 

c le a r in g .  H e r e  a n  A c a d i a n  s e t t l e r  fe d  
th e m  h o t  p o ta to -s o u p  a n d  d a r k  b r e a d .  
A t f lo o d tid e  h e  p u t  th e m  in  h is ' b o a t  
a n d  r o w e d  th e m  a c ro s s  to  F o r t  C u m 
b e r la n d .  u s in g  a  s t r o n g  u n h u r r i e d  p u ll  
w ith  a  f is h e r m a n ’s tu g  a t  th e  e n d  o f  it .

T h e r e  w as p le n ty  o f  s t i r  a t  th e  b a r 
r a c k s . T h e  s c h o o n e r  h a d  a r r iv e d  a n d  
th e  u n lo a d in g  h a d  b e e n  d o n e . S e t
tle rs  w e r e  th e r e  w i th  c a r t s ,  a n x i o u s  
to  h e lp  th e  Y o r k s h ir e m e n  g e t  lo c a t e d ,  
a n d  w ill in g  to  m o v e  th e i r  b e lo n g in g s  
f o r  a  few  s h il lin g s .

M a tth e w  g a z e d  o v e r  th e  m a rs h e s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  th o u s a n d s  o f  a c r e s ,  th e i r  
t id a l  r iv e r s  u g ly  r e d  d i tc h e s  w h e n  
th e  sea  h a d  e b b e d —th e  h o m e  o f  c o u n t 
less m u s k r a ts  th a t  in h a b i te d  l i t t l e  r u n 
offs a n d  s ilts  f ro m  th e  m a in  s tr e a m s ,  
th e  n e s tin g -p la c e  o f  b la c k  d u c k s  a n d  
th e  s p r in g  h a u n t  o f  w ild  g e e s e  a n d  
b r a n t .

" I ’l l  n o t  s to p  h e r e ,” h e  s a id  t o  M e l
o d y . “ I t ’s to o  m u c h  lik e  t ’ s e a .”

T h e  m a r s h  s m e lls  w e r e  s a l ty  a n d  
s t r o n g . A  m il l i o n  p e e p e rs  s a n g  a t  
n ig h t  f r o m  l i t t l e  p o o ls  n e a r  th e  u p 
la n d .

" W e ’ll  f in d  p l a c e  w h e a r  t h e a r  is t ’ 
s u g a r  m a p le s ,”  h e  a n n o u n c e d .  “ I ’ll  
p u t  s tu ff  in  c a r t  I  b o u g h t .  I n  m o r n 
in g  w e ’ll y o k e  o x e n  a n d  g o .”

I n  th e  m o r n i n g  h e  l i n g e r e d ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  f o r  s o m e  o f  th e  s o ld ie r s  a t  th e  
f o r t  h a d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a  s h o o tin g -c o n -  
te s t , a n d  l o r  r a c e s .  M a tt h e w  h a d  a  
zest f o r  s p o r t  o f  a n y  n a t u r e  a n d  h e  
s o o n  m a d e  e x c u s e s  to  p u t  off g o in g  
f o r  a n o t h e r  d a y  w h ile  M e lo d y  s h o o k  
h e r  h e a d ,  p u r s e d  h e r  lip s  a n d  d e c la r e d  
h e  w a s  n o  m o r e  th a n  a  b o y — to  w a s te  
t im e  w h e n  so  m u c h  w a s  to  b e  d o n e !

H e  g r in n e d  g o o d - n a tu r e d ly  a n d  le t  
h e r  h a v e  h e r  say , f o r  M e lo d y  w a s  a  
g o o d  w ife , a  s m a r t  w ife —s u c h  a  w o r k 
e r ,  in  f a c t ,  t h a t  h e  o f te n  to ld  h e r  sh e  
w o u ld  b e  w o r n  o u t  b e f o r e  sh e  w a s  
o ld . I t  w a s  a lw a y s  d o  th is  a n d  d o  
t h a t  w i th  h e r .  R u b  a n d  s c r u b .  N o  
id le  h a n d s  in  a n  h o n e s t  h o u s e . A  
b u s y  w o m a n  a n d  a  c l e a n  k i tc h e n .

T h e  s h o o t in g  w a s  p o o r .  T h e  s o l
d ie rs  u s e d  th e i r  m u s k e ts  a n d  s e e m e d  
u n s u r e  o f  th e i r  p o w d e r . T h e n  h o rs e s  
w e r e  r a c e d  o n  a  t r a c k  le a d in g  to  th e  
m a r s h , b u t  th e  s o f t  e a r t h  p r e v e n te d  
m u c h  s h o w  o f  s p e e d . I t  s e e m e d  t h a t  
th e  d a y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  m u c h  a f t e r  a l l ,  
a n d  M a t t h e w  w a s  d e b a t i n g  th e  w is 
d o m  o f  a  la t e  s t a r t  f r o m  th e  f o r t  w h e n  
a  b o o m in g  v o ic e  c a u g h t  h is  a t t e n t i o n .

H e  t u r n e d  t o  see  a  h u g e  m a n  r id e  
u p  o n  a  b ig  b l a c k  s ta l l io n .  T h e  n e w 
c o m e r  s lid  to  e a r t h  a n d  tie d  h is  h o rs e  
in  a  f e n c e  c o r n e r .  H e  s to o d  s i x  fe e t  
f o u r  in  h is  m o o s e h id e  m o c c a s in s  a n d  
w e ig h e d , a  s o ld ie r  to ld  M a t t h e w , tw o  
h u n d r e d  a n d  tw e lv e  p o u n d s .

“ H is  n a m e ’s G id  D a n k s ,” th e  r e d 
c o a t  a d d e d , “ a n d  h e ’s th e  b e s t  w r e s t le r  
in  th is  c o u n tr y ,  lik e  as  n o t  i n  a ll  
A m e r ik y . H e ’s b r o u g h t  h is  h a t  w i th  
h i m . T h a t ’s th e  p r iz e  h e  w o n  tw o  
y e a r s  a g o . H e ’ll  o ffe r  i t  to  a n y  m a n  
w h o  c a n  th r o w  h im , a n d  e v e r y  t im e  
n e w  fo lk s  a r r iv e  h e  r id e s  in  to  b a n t e r  
’e m .”

M a t t h e w  b e g a n  to  b r e a th e  a  l i t t le  
f a s te r .  H e  h e a r d  th e  b ig  m a n  s h o u t 
in g  h is  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  saw  h i m  w a v in g  
a  fin e h a t  w i th  g o ld  la c e  o n  its  b r im .  
T h e n  D a n k s  c a m e  to w a r d  h im .

“ Y o u ’r e  a  g o o d  size, Y o r k i e ,”  h e  
s h o u te d . “ Y o u  o u g h t  to  b e  g o o d  o n  
a  l i f t .  I f  y o u  h a d  r e a c h ,  y o u ’d  lik e ly  
b e  g o o d  a s  I  a m .”

M a t t h e w  c o u ld  fee l h is  p u ls e  h a m 
m e r in g .  " I ’d  lik e  to  tr y  f o r  t ’ h a t , ” 
h e  s a id  a s  c a lm ly  a s  h e  c o u l d  m a n a g e .  
“ H a p p e n  I  th r o w  th a  tw o  o o t  o ’ th r e e ,  
d o  I  w in  i t ? ”

“ H o - h o !” r o a r e d  D a n k s . " Y o r k i e  
fe e ls  h is  o a ts !  D o n e ,  m y  y o u n g  
r o o s te r !  I ’ll  s ta k e  th e  h a t  t h a t  y o u  
c a n ’ t  th r o w  m e  o n c e  o u t  o f  a  d o z e n  
t im e s .”

T h e y  d o ffe d  h a ts  a n d  ja c k e t s  a n d  
f a c e d  e a c h  o t h e r  o n  th e  s o d  b e s id e  
th e  f o r t  r o a d .  T h e i r  r u s h  a n d  c l i n c h 
in g  w a s  a  s h o c k  o f  b o n e  a n d  m u s c le .  
T h e i r  h e e ls  d u g  in c h e s  in  th e  tu r f .  
T h e y  h e a v e d  a n d  g r u n te d  s w u n g
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a r o u n d , w r e n c h e d  a p a r t ,  g r ip p e d  
a g a i n .  B u t  M a t t h e w  h a d  a c h ie v e d  
a n  o u t e r  a r m  h o ld  h e  w a n te d  a n d  h e  
w a s  lik e  a  g r iz z ly  in  s t r e n g t h .  H e  
w i th s to o d  e v e r y  d e s p e r a te  c o u n te r  
D a n k s  c o u ld  c o n t r i v e ;  th e n  h e  th r u s t  
w ith  h ip  a n d  h e e l . D a n k s  s t r u g g le d ,  
c r a s h e d  h is  fu ll  le n g th  w i th  M a tth e w  
o n  to p ,  a n d  w a s  p i n n e d ,  f a ir ly .

“ T h e  d e v il  h a s  b r i t c h e s !” g u lp e d  
D a n k s , b r e a th le s s .  “ I  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  th e  
m a n  l iv e d  w h o  c o u l d  d o  t h a t !  Y o u  
t r ic k e d  m e  g r a n d —y o u  n e v e r  le a r n e d  
that in  y o u r  f a t h e r ’s b a r n ! ”

“ N o a ,” a d m i t t e d  M a t t h e w . “ I ’ve  
w r e s tle d  a t  t ’ f a irs  h o a m .”

D a n k s  c l im b e d  t o  h is  f e e t .  “ O t h e r  
Y o r k ie s  h a v e  w r e s tle d  a t  f a ir s ,  t o o ,”  
h e  p a n te d ,  “ b u t  n o n e  o f  th e m  k n o w e d  
h o ld s  lik e  y o u  d o . Y o u  w a i t  t i l l  1 g i t  
m y  w in d  b a c k . T h i s  h e r e  m a t c h  a in t  
o v e r  y e t .”

WH E N  th e y ’d  r e s te d , e v e r y  m a n  a t  
th e  f o r t  w a s  in  th e  c i r c l e  a b o u t  

th e m . T h e y  w a t c h e d  e a c h  o t h e r  m o r e  
w a r i ly  n o w . T w i c e  th e y  m o v e d  
a r o u n d  th e  r in g ,  r e a c h i n g  o u t ,  th e n  
j u m p i n g  b a c k , e a c h  d e t e r m in e d  to  
g a i n  s o m e  a d v a n ta g e .  T h e n  D a n k s  
c h a r g e d .  H e  c a m e  w i th  a  r u s h  th a t  
w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  c r a s h  M a t t h e w  w ith  
s h e e r  w e ig h t .  B u t  M a t t h e w  h a d  h a d  
g o o d  v a lu e  f o r  h is  te n  s h il l in g s  p a id  
to  th e  s a i lo r .  H e  a v o id e d  th e  r u s h  
a s  h e  h a d  b e e n  t a u g h t  to  d o ,  c a u g h t  
a n  a r m  a n d  s w u n g  D a n k s  a r o u n d  
w i th o u t  le t t i n g  th e  b i g g e r  m a n  g e t  
h o ld  o f  h im . T h e n  h e  s u r g e d  in  
c lo s e ly , d r o v e  a  k n e e  b a c k  o f  D a n k s  
a n d  th r e w  h im s e lf  in  a  t r e m e n d o u s  
lu n g e , t a k in g  D a n k s  w i t h  h i m . B e 
f o r e  th e y  h i t  th e  g r o u n d , th e  m o m e n 
tu m  o f  h is  e f fo r t  h a d  tw is te d  D a n k s  
u n d e r n e a t h .  T h e y  s t r u c k  e a r t h  lik e  
a  t r e e  f a l l in g . B e f o r e  th e  c h a m p io n  
c o u l d  r e c o v e r ,  M a t t h e w  h a d  p in n e d  
h i m  s o lid ly .

D a n k s  a r o s e  s lo w ly . H e  s to o d  a n d  
s ta r e d  a t  M a t t h e w . “ Y o u ’r e  th e  a b le s t  
m a n  e v e r  I  t a c k l e d ,”  h e  w h e e z e d . 
“ H e r e —ta k e  th is  h a t .  Y o u ’v e  g o t  ten  
y e a rs  o n  m e , so  I ’v e  to o  m u c h  sen se  
to  h o p e  I ’ll  w in  i t  b a c k .  A n y  t im e  
y o u ’r e  r i d i n ’ p a s t ,  y o u  s to p  in  a t  
G id  D a n k s ’ c a b in .  H e ’s y o u r  f r ie n d .”  

T h e  b la c k  s ta l l io n  s q u e a le d  a n d  
r e a r e d ,  b u t  D a n k s  m o u n t e d  i t .  H e  
w a v e d  a  h a n d  a n d  r o d e  a w a y , th u n 
d e r in g  d o w n  th e  c a r t  t r a i l .

“ I ’v e  b e e n  h e r e  a  y e a r ,  p i n in g  t o  g it  
b a c k  to  H a l i f a x ,”  s a id  th e  s o ld ie r  w h o  
h a d  b e e n  f r ie n d ly , “ b u t  y o u  w o n ’ t 
h e a r  a n o t h e r  g r o w l . W h a t  1 s e e n  h e r e  
to d a y  is w o r th  a  y e a r  o n  th is  m a r s h . 1 
n e v e r  h o p e d  t o  see a  m a n  w h o ’d  b e  
a b le  t o  th r o w  D a n k s .”

M a t t h e w  to o k  th e  h a t  a n d  w o re  it 
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  d a y . H e  la u g h e d  a t  
M e lo d y  w h e n  sh e  t r ie d  to  s c o ld  h im .  
H e  h a d  n e v e r  f e l t  b e t t e r  in  h is  life .

T h e  d a y  w a s  c r a w l in g  d o w n  th e  
fie ld s a s  M a t t h e w ’s c a r t  c r e a k e d  a lo n g  
th e  f o r t  r o a d  th e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .  T o a d -



s p it  a n d  s p id e r  w eb s o n  th e  g ra s s  w e r e  
o m e n s  o i  w a r m e r  w e a th e r .  L i g h t  
y e llo w s  a n d  b l ig h t  g r e e n s , d e w -  
w a s h e d , g l i t te r e d  as  th e  firs t s u n  fin
g e r e d  th e  u p la n d . A  flo ck  o f  c ro w s  
ro s e  o u t  o f  w o o d s  to  th e i r  le f t . D o g s  
o n  th e  f o r t  r id g e  r o u s e d  a n d  b e g a n  
to  b a y  a n d  b a r k  in  a l t e r n a t e  f r ig h t  
a n d  c h a lle n g e .

A  s e t t l e r  h a d  m e n ti o n e d  g o o d  la n d  
to  b e  h a d  f o r  th e  ta k in g  a t a s p o t  
n a m e d  B a th o l .  I t  w as, th e  m a n  h a d  
s a id , p e r h a p s  lo n e ly  f o r  a  w o m a n  w h o  
m ig h t  b e  t im id  o f  th e  I n d ia n s , b u t  in  
a y e a r  o r  so  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  p le n ty  
o f  n e ig h b o r s .  T h e  so il w a s  r i c h ,  it  
w as s h e lte re d  la n d  n e a r  a  r iv e r ,  a n d  
p le n ty  o l  fine s u g a r  m a p le s  g re w  o n  
th e  u p la n d .

T h e y  r e a c h e d  th e  p la c e  th e  s e c o n d  
a f te r n o o n .  M a tth e w  d r o v e  h is  o x e n  
f ro m  th e  t r a i l  to  a  h o rs e s h o e  s lo p e  
o v e r lo o k in g  th e  r iv e r  a n d  s h e lte re d  
by w o o d e d  h ills . A  s m a ll  c e l la r  p i t te d  
its  c e n te r  a n d  t r a c e s  o f  a  p a th  w e re  
th e re , le a d in g  to  a  s p r in g  w ith  a  r in g  
o f  fla t s to n e s .

I n  a  w eek  M a tth e w  h a d  b u i l t  a  lo g  
c a b in  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  d o  u n t i l  th e  
fa ll , a n d  th e n  h e  p la n te d  p o ta to e s  
a n d  g r a in . O n  a  S u n d a y  h e  to o k  h is  
rifle  a n d  p a m p e r e d  it  w ith  r a g  a n d  
o il .

“ L e t ’s w a lk  in  t ’ w o o d s ,"  h e  in v ite d  
M e lo d y . “ T h a  c a n  see t '  s u g a r  m a 
p le s .”

I t  w as c o o l  a n d  q u ie t  as n ig h t  u n 
d e r  th e  tre e s . T h e y  f o u n d  a t r a i l  a n d  
fo llo w e d  it  o v e r  th e  m a p le  r id g e . T h e  
b ig g e r  tre e s  w e re  s c a r r e d  w ith  a x -  
m a rk s  w h e r e  s o m e  s e t t le r  h a d  g a t h 
e re d  s a p  f ro m  th e m . B u t  th e  p a th  
led  o n  a c ro ss  a  b a r r e n ,  th e n  to  a b ro o k  
w h e re  tw o  tr e e s  h a d  b e e n  fe lle d  to  
se rv e  as  a  b r id g e .

TH E Y  re s te d  in  a  g la d e  a n d  a te  
th e ir  lu n c h . B la c k -c a p p e d  c h ic k a 

d ees  ig n o r e d  th e m  as th e y  r e s te d , a n d  
a  c h ip m u n k  to o k  b its  f ro m  M a t t h e w ’s 
f in g ers . M e lo d y  e n jo y e d  th e  d a y  so  
m u c h  th a t  sh e  d e c la r e d  th e y  w o u ld  
r e tu r n  th e  n e x t  S a b b a th .

M a tth e w  b u il t  a  p o le  sh ed  o v e r  th e  
s p r in g  a n d  M e lo d y  k e p t b o w ls  o l  
s w e e t m ilk  th e r e .  S h e  to o k  o u t  a 
b o w l f o r  d i n n e r  a n d  h a d  p la c e d  it 
o u ts id e  w h ile  sh e  filled  a  w a te r -b u c k e t  
w h en  sh e  h e a r d  c o a r s e  d r in k in g  
s o u n d s . S h e  lo o k e d  o u t .  A  d ir ty -lo o k -  
in g  I n d ia n  h a d  th e  b o w l to  h is  lip s  
a n d  w as d r in k in g  w ith  s u c k in g  n o ises . 

“ T h a  filth y  b r u t e !” sh e  b la z e d .
T h e  r e d m a n  c o n t in u e d  to  sw a llo w , 

so  sh e  w r e n c h e d  th e  b o w l f ro m  h im ,  
s lo p p in g  m ilk  o v e r  h is  ja c k e t  a n d  
b re e c h e s .

“ G e t  f ro m  h e r e ,” M e lo d y  o r d e r e d .  
“ D o n ’t  th a  d a r e  c o o m  a g a i n .”

H e  g la re d  a t  h e r . “ Y o u  p o o r
s q u a w ,” h e  s n e e re d .

“ G e t l ” sh e  s a id  t ig h t ly .  “ G o !”
H e  s h r u g g e d , tu r n e d  a n d  w e n t  

to w a rd  th e  w o o d s .

M e lo d y  to ld  M a tth e w  w h a t  h a d  
h a p p e n e d . “ T h a  s h o u ld  b e  m o r e  
p a t i e n t ,” h e  w a r n e d . “ W e  w a n t  n o  
t r o u b le  w i ’ I n d ia n s .”

“ W e ’ ll h a v e  n o n e ,"  s h e  sa id  g r im 
ly . “ I ’ll  h a n d le  t h e m !”
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T h e y  h a d  a  g o o d  s u m m e r . T h e  
c r o p s  th r iv e d  a m a z in g ly . M a tth e w  c u t  
t im b e rs  t o  u se  as  a  f r a m e  f o r  a  b a r n .  
H e  d u g  a  c e l la r  f o r  h is  p o ta to e s .

T h e  la s t o f  S e p te m b e r  w as w a rm  
a n d  b a lm y . M e lo d y  d is c o v e re d  a

Plunging in, she waded across . . . no time to search for a dry crossing.



b la c k b e r r y  th ic k e t  b a c k  o f  th e  p a s tu r e  
a n d  to o k  a  b o w l th e r e  o n e  a f te r n o o n  
w h e n  th e  a i r  w a s  s til l  a n d  lo cu sts  
s a n g  f ro m  o ld  s tu m p s . S h e  w a s  g a t h 
e r in g  th e  lu sc io u s  f r u i t  w h e n  a  m o is t  
h a n d  w as c la m p e d  o v e r  h e r  m o u t h  
a n d  sh e  w as h e ld , h e lp le s s , a s  a  g a g  
o f  le a th e r  w as b o u n d  in  p la c e .  S h e  
lo s t  h e r  b o w l a n d  b e r r ie s  as  sh e  
tw is te d  v io le n tly ,  k ic k in g  a n d  lu n g 
in g , a n d  g o t  a lo o k  a t  h e r  c a p to r s .  
O n e  w as th e  r e d s k in  w h o  h a d  ta k e n  
th e  m ilk  a n d  th e  o t h e r  w as a  s m a l le r  
b r a v e  w ith  a  c u r io u s  s c a r  o n  h is  fa c e .

WH E N  th e y  w e re  w e ll in to  th e  
w o o d s  th e  g a g  w as r e m o v e d .  

M e lo d y  r e tc h e d  a n d  w as sick . W h e n  
sh e  w as r e a d y  to  g o  o n , th e  I n d ia n s  
w a lk e d  h e r  b e tw e e n  th e m .

“ T h a  w ill b e  s o r r y ,” sh e  g a s p e d .  
“ M y  h u s b a n d  w ill c a tc h  th e e ."

T h e y  g a v e  h e r  n o  h e e d  a n d  w h e n  
she saw  th e y  w e r e  o n  th e  p a t h  sh e  a n d  
M a tth e w  h a d  t r a v e le d  m a n y  S u n d a y s , 
sh e  w as h e a r te n e d .  A t  th e  b a r r e n  th e  
I n d ia n s  lo c a te d  a  c a c h e  o f  b la n k e ts  
a n d  a n  ir o n  k e ttle .

“ Y o u  c a r r y ,” th e  b ig  r e d r n a n  o r 
d e r e d . T h e  s m a l le r  s a v a g e  lo o k e d  as  
if  h e  w e re  g r in n in g .  “ A m e n ,” h e  s a id  
p e r tly .

M e lo d y  p u s h e d  f ro m  h e r  e v e r y  ta le  
sh e  h a d  h e a r d  o f  a  w h ite  w o m a n  b e in g  
ta k e n  c a p t iv e  b y  I n d ia n s . S h e  c o n 
c e n t r a te d  h e r  th in k in g  u p o n  e s c a p e .

A  s p r u c e  p a r t r id g e  s c u r r ie d  f ro m  
th e ir  p a t h ,  a n d  th e  s m a l le r  I n d i a n  
g a v e  c h a s e . S o o n  h e  w as lo st to  v ie w  
in  a series  o f  th ic k e ts . A n o th e r  p a r 
tr id g e  a p p e a r e d . M e lo d y  le t  h e r  lo a d  
o f  b la n k e ts  d r o p  o n  m o ss  w i th o u t  
m a k in g  a  s o u n d . A s  th e  r e d r n a n  b e 
sid e  h e r  tu r n e d , sh e  s n a tc h e d  th e  
h a t c h e t  f ro m  h is  b e l t .  H e  tr ie d  s w if t
ly  to  seize h e r ,  b u t  sh e  s tr u c k  h im  o n  
th e  h e a d  w ith  th e  f la t o f  th e  w e a p o n .  
T h e  b lo w  tin g le d  h e r  a r m , fe lt  h a r s h .  
T h e  I n d i a n ’s k n ees  b u c k le d  u n d e r  
h im  a n d  h e  s lid  d o w n  in  a  h e a p . M e l
o d y  tu r n e d  a n d  r a n ,  as  th e  k e t t le  sh e  
h a d  d r o p p e d  r o lle d  a g a in s t  a  t r e e .

S h e  f lu n g  th e  h a t c h e t  a w a y , g a t h 
e r e d  h e r  sk ir ts  a n d  p e t t i c o a t s  h ig h ,  
a n d  r a n  as  sh e  h a d  n e v e r  r u n  in  h e r  
life . S h e  p lu n g e d  th r o u g h  th ic k e ts ,  
h e a d in g  to w a rd  th e  b r o o k , a n d  w as  
s o b b in g  f o r  b r e a th  w h e n  sh e  b l u n 
d e r e d  o n to  th e  t r a i l  le a d in g  f r o m  th e  
b r id g e  o f  tw o  tre e s .

T h e  d is c o v e ry  e n c o u r a g e d  h e r .  N o t  
a  so u n d  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  th e  w o o d s  b e 
h in d  h e r . S h e  d id  n o t  k n o w  h o w  f a r  
sh e  h a d  r u n , b u t  sh e  w a s  s u re  th e  
s m a lle r  I n d i a n  w o u ld  b e  o n  h e r  t r a i l  
as s o o n  as h e  h a d  e x a m in e d  h is  c o m 
p a n io n . S h e  s lo w e d , th in k in g . T h e  
s a v a g e  w o u ld  o v e r ta k e  h e r  lo n g  b e f o r e  
sh e  w as th r o u g h  th e  m a p le  g r o v e  o n  
th e  f a r  sid e  o f  th e  b a r r e n .

S h e  r e a c h e d  th e  b a r r e n ,  a n d  
s to p p e d . M a tth e w  h a d  o f te n  sa id  i t  
w o u ld  b e  im p o ss ib le  to  tr a c k  a n y th in g  
o n  its  s u n -b a k e d  s o il . S h e  tu r n e d  to

h e r  r ig h t  a  d is ta n c e , th e n  c i r c le d  b a c k  
to  th e  w o o d s  a n d  c r o u c h e d  u n d e r  a  
th ic k  h e m lo c k . H e r  h e a r t  p o u n d e d  
lik e  a  m a d  th in g  a n d  s h e  w as so  e x 
h a u s te d  th a t  sh e  w as s h a k in g , w h e n  
sh e  saw  th e  I n d ia n .

H e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  w o o d s  a n d  
c o n t in u e d  o v e r  th e  b a r r e n  a t  a  s te a d y  
jo g . T h e n  sh e  s ta r te d  a g a in .  T h e  
b ig g e r  re d s k in , th e  o n e  sh e  h a d  f e lle d  
w ith  th e  h a t c h e t ,  a p p e a r e d .  H e  
t r o t t e d  d o g g e d ly  b u t  o n e  s id e  o f  h is  
fa c e  w as  s tr e a k e d  w ith  b lo o d . H e  
lo o k e d  n e i th e r  r ig h t  n o r  le f t , a n d  sh e  
k n e w  t h a t  b o th  I n d ia n s  w e r e  s u r e  sh e  
w o u ld  k e e p  to  th e  p a th .

W h e n  th e y  w e re  g o n e  sh e  s k ir te d  
th e  e d g e  o f  th e  b a r r e n ,  c ro ss e d  th e  
p a th  a n d  h e a d e d  d i r e c t ly  f o r  th e  
b r o o k . S h e  k n e w  it  w o u ld  le a d  h e r  
o u t  to  th e  in te r v a le .  I t  w a s  g e t t in g  
d a r k  u n d e r  th e  tre e s  a n d  th e  h a r d e s t

Ca r t  o f  h e r  tr a v e l  w as a h e a d  o f  h e r ,  
u t  h e r  c o u r a g e  w as r e v iv e d .

S h e  f o u n d  th e  b r o o k  a n d  th e r e  w as  
n o  tim e  to  s e a r c h  f o r  a  d r y  c ro ss in g .  
P l u n g in g  in , sh e  w a d e d  to  h e r  k n e e s ,  
s l ip p in g  o n  s to n e s  a n d  s p la s h in g . T h e  
c h il l  o f  th e  w a t e r  s e t h e r  te e th  c h a t 
te r in g ;  th e n  sh e  w as  a c ro s s , s c r a m 
b l in g  th r o u g h  th ic k e ts  o f  h e m lo c k  a n d  
s p r u c e . S o m e tim e s  sh e  h a d  to  d e t o u r  
a r o u n d  th e  th ic k e r  g r o w th s , b u t  th e  
s o u n d  o f  th e  b r o o k  s e rv e d  as  a g u id e .  
S h e  k e p t  l i s te n in g  to  i t  a s  sh e  p u s h e d  
h e r  w a y  th r o u g h  th e  u n d e r g r o w th .

T h e  la s t  l ig h t  v a n is h e d  a n d  th e  
w o o d s  b e c a m e  in k y  b la c k , e e r ie ,  m e n 

a c in g . B r a n c h e s  s la s h e d  a t  h e r  fa ce . 
R e p e a t e d ly  sh e  t r ip p e d  o n  tr e e  ro o ts  
a n d  fe ll . S o m e th in g  b o u n d e d  f ro m  a 
th ic k e t  b e s id e  h e r  a n d  c ra s h e d  th r o u g h  
th e  b u s h  in  w ild  f r ig h t .  A  f o x  y a p p e d  
s o m e w h e r e  in  th e  d a rk n e s s . S n ag s  
c a u g h t  h e r  d re ss  o f  lin s e y -w o o ls e y  a n d  
h e ld  h e r  f irm ly  u n t i l  sh e  c o u ld  g r o p e  
w ith  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  f re e  th e  c lo th .  
S h e  w a s  b le e d in g  f r o m  s c r a tc h e s  o n  
h e r  fa c e , h e r  h a n d s  a n d  w ris ts .

A  g l im p s e  o f  th e  m o o n  h e lp e d  h e r .  
T h e  w o o d s  b e c a m e  less d e n s e . S o o n  
sh e  sa w  o p e n in g s . S h e  w a s  v e ry  t i re d  
b u t  sh e  b e g a n  to  r u n  a g a in .  T h e n  
sh e  c l im b e d  o v e r  a  b ru s h -a n d -p o le  
fe n c e  to  e n t e r  th e  p a s tu r e  n e a r  th e  
b la c k b e r r y  b u sh e s .

MA T T H E W 'S  s h o u t  s ta r t le d  h e r .
H e  h a d  lig h te d  a  c a n d le  a n d  p u t  

i t  in  th e  c a b in  w in d o w . T h e n  h e  h a d  
g o n e  to  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  w o o d s  to  w a it  
a n d  to  c a l l  a t  in te r v a ls :

“ M e l-o -d e e e e ! M e l-o-dceee!”
“ S h u t  th y  n o is e ,” s h e  g a s p e d . “ I ’m  

c o o m .”
H e  r a n  to  h e r ,  a n d  sh e  a lm o s t  co l  

la p s e d  in  h is  a r m s . “ I t  w u r  I n d i a n s ,” 
sh e  p a n te d .  " O n e  o ’ th e m  is b ig  as  
th a  a r t .  I t  w u r  h im  I s lo p p e d  m ilk  
o n . T h e y  to o k  m e  to  t ’ w o o d s . T h e y
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ag g etl m e . I h i t  h im  w i’ h a t c h e t  h e  
a il. I h id  by t ' b a r r e n .  T h e n  I  

w a d e d  b r o o k . T h e a r  w u r  b e a s ts  in  t ’ 
b u sh , b u t  th e y  r a n .  G e t  s u m m a t  fo r  
m e  to  e a t — I ’m  f a ir  f a m is h e d .”

S h e c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  s to p  ta lk in g  a n d  
h e  sen sed  sh e  teas  o n  d ie  v e r g e  of  
b e c o m in g  h y s te r ic a l .  W h e n  sh e  
s lu m p e d  to  a  b e n c h  in  th e  k i tc h e n  she  
w as a s o rry  s ig h t. H e r  h a i r  w a s  a b o u t  
h e r  n e c k , h a v in g  b e e n  to r n  lo o se  by 
c o n t a c t  w ith  b ru s h . H e r  s k ir t  w as  
to rn  a n d  d r a g g le d  w ith  tw ig s  a n d  
b ro o k  w a te r . M a tth e w , g a z in g  a t  h e r ,  
b e c a m e  m o r e  e n r a g e d  as  h e  lis te n e d .

W h e n  sh e  h a d  h a d  se v e ra l b o w ls  o f  
h o t s o u p  sh e  felt b e t te r ,  a n d  h e  e x a m 

in e d  h e r  h u r ts .  T h e  s ig h t o f  h e r  
s c r a tc h e s  a n d  b ru ise s  m a d e  h is  te m p e r  
H are a n e w .

“ I ’d  lik e  to  p u t  h a n d s  o n  t ’ r e d 
s k in ,” h e  g r i t t e d .

" T h a  b e t te r  s ta y  w i’ m e  t o m o r r o w ,” 
sa id  M e lo d y . “ I h i t  h im  h a r d !”

" I ’ ll s ta y ,” v o w e d  M a tth e w . T h e n  
h e  b e g a n  to  th in k  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n .  
H e  c o u ld  n o t s ta y  f ro m  h is  w o rk  f o r  a 
g r e a t  w h ile , a n d  tim e  m e a n t  n o th in g  
to  th e  r e d m e n .

“ In  t ’ m o r n in g ,” h e  d e c id e d , “ I’ ll g o  
w i’ t ' o x e n  d o o n  t ’ H eld. B u t  I ’ ll c o o m  
q u ic k  'r o u n d  t ’ b u sh e s  a n d  g et b ack  
o ’ t ’ s p r in g  s h e d . T h a  g o  a b o u t  t' 
y a r d  as  if  th a  c a r e d  f o r  n o w t. B u t  
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w a it  in  c a b in  h e r e  t i ll  I ’ve  t im e  to  
c o o m  b a c k .”

H e  w as p r o u d  w h e n  M elo d y  a g re e d  
r e a d i ly  to  th e  s c h e m e . S h e  h a d  m o re  
c o u r a g e ,  h e  r e f le c te d , th a n  m o st m e n ,  
a n d  sh e  w as a  h u s tl in g  w o rk e r . H e r  
a m b it io n  to  g e t  o n  m o r e  th a n  m a tc h e d  
h is o w n ; a t tim e s  sh e  s till b e r a te d  h im  
f o r  lo s in g  a  d a y  a t  th e  f o r t  b y  w re s 
t l in g  fo r  a h a t !

H e  a w o k e  s e v e ra l  tim e s  in  th e  n ig h t  
a n d  lis te n e d  to r  p r o w le rs  o u ts id e . H e  
v isu a liz e d  M e lo d y  b e in g  l o t t e d  in to  
th e  w o o d s , a n d  r a g e  h e a te d  h im  u n til  
h e  c o u ld  s c a r c e h  s le e p .

In  th e  m o r n in g  h e  w a tt lied  s h a r p ly  
as h e  d itl h is c h o r e s ,  b u t saw  n o  tr a c e



o f  a n y  s k u lk e rs . A f te r  b r e a k f a s t  h e  
y o k ed  h is  c a t t l e  a n d  h e a d e d  th e m  
to w a rd  a  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  th e  in te r v a le .  
O n c e  o u t  o f  s ig h t o f  th e  c a b in ,  h e  
h a l te d  th e m  a n d  le f t  th e m . T h e y  
w e re  q u i e t  b e a s ts , u s e d  to  s u c h  p r o c e 
d u r e , a n d  th e r e  w e r e  n o  flies to  b o th e r  
th e m .

H e  h u r r ie d  u n d e r  th e  tr e e s , s p u r r e d  
o n  by th e  s o u n d  o f  a  s q u ir r e l  c h i r r i n g  
n e r v o u s ly . I n  h is  h u r r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  
d id  n o t  f o r g e t  c a u t i o n —a n d  so  h e  saw  
th e  la r g e  re d s k in  w i th o u t  b e in g  s e e n :  
T h e  s a v a g e  w as h id d e n  b a c k  o f  th e

Co le  s h e d , a n d  h e  h a d  a  lo n g  m u s k e t  
e sid e  h im .

M e lo d y  c a m e  f ro m  th e  c a b in  w i th  a  
w o o d e n  b u c k e t  in  h e r  h a n d . S h e  
w a lk e d  to w a rd  th e  s h e d —a n d  a s  sh e  
d id , th e  I n d ia n  c i r c le d  a r o u n d  it  to  
c a tc h  h e r . H e  m o v e d  s w if tly  a n d  
w h e n  M e lo d y  tr ie d  to  d a r t  a w a y  h e  
p la c e d  h is  m u s k e t  o n  th e  g r o u n d , th e n  
le a p e d  to  seize  h e r .

MA T T H E W  n o tic e d  tw o  th in g s  as  
h e  r a c e d  f r o m  c o v e r .  H e  sa w  t h a t  

a  s e c o n d  s a v a g e , a  s m a l le r  r e d m a n ,  
w a s  c o m in g  f r o m  th e  w o o d s , a n d  t h a t  
M e lo d y  h a d  s o m e th in g  c o n c e a le d  in  
h e r  b u c k e t .

T h e  s o f t  so d  o f  th e  c a b in  y a r d  m a d e  
n o  s o u n d  as  M a tth e w  r a n .  H e  se ized  
th e  b ig  M ic m a c  by th e  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  
H u ng h im  a w a y  f ro m  M e lo d y . H e  
c h a r g e d  h im  a g a in  a n d  f lu n g  h im  
h e e ls -o v e r - te a c u p  a m o n g  th e  c h ip s  o f  
th e  w o o d y a rd .

“ W a t c h  t ’o t h e r ! ” h e  s h o u te d  to  
M e lo d y .

I t  s e e m e d  as  if  th e  b ig  s a v a g e  w e r e  
m a d e  o f  r u b b e r .  H e  r o l le d  o v e r  a n d  
c a m e  u p  w ith  s u c h  s p e e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  
s e c u re d  a  h o ld  o n  M a tth e w  b e f o r e  
M a tth e w  c o u ld  w h ir l  to  fa c e  h im .  
T h e i r  s tr u g g le  w a s  h e c t i c .  M a tth e w  
w as f u r io u s  a t  b e in g  c a u g h t  off g u a r d ,  
a n d  th e  I n d i a n  w a s  q u ic k  o f  h a n d  a n d  
f o o t .  I t  e n d e d  w ith  h is  t r ip p in g  
M a tth e w  n e a t ly  a n d  h u r l in g  h im  to  
th e  y a r d .

T h e n  h e  s n a tc h e d  u p  th e  m u s k e t .  
H e  p o in te d  it a t  M a t t h e w  a n d  p u lle d  
th e  t r ig g e r .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d u l l  c l ic k 
in g  s o u n d . T h e  flin t h a d  f a i le d  to  
f u n c t io n .

I n  th e  n e x t  h e a r t b e a t  M a t t h e w  w as  
a t  h im : h e  se ized  th e  m u s k e t  a n d  to r e  
it  f r o m  th e  r e d s k in , h u r l e d  i t  a w a y .  
T h e n  th e y  c l in c h e d  in  d e s p e r a te  e f 
f o r t .

T h e  I n d i a n  w as  a  h e f ty  w a r r i o r .  
H e  w as a s  ta l l  as M a t t h e w  a n d  as  
q u ic k  o n  h is  fe e l. H e  u s e d  h is  h a n d s  
a n d  e lb o w s  lik e  a w r e s tle r ,  a n d  w as  
a d e p t  a t  s e c u r in g  h o ld s . I n  a  m o 
m e n t  h e  h a d  s q u ir m e d  f re e  f r o m  
M a tth e w ’s first g r ip , a n d  tr ie d  to  
a p p ly  o n e  o f  h is  o w n .

H is  a c t  in f u r i a te d  M a t t h e w  f u r th e r .  
T h i s  r e d m a n  w a s  o v e r -b o ld ! D id  h e  
th in k  h e  c o u ld  w r e s tle  a  Y o r k s h ir e -  
m a n ?  D id  a n y  r e d m a n  th in k  h im s e lf  
as g o o d  as  a n  E n g l i s h m a n ?

I n  a  f u r y  o f  a c t i o n  h e  w r e n c h e d  
f r o m  th e  I n d i a n ’s h o ld ,  f lu n g  h im  
b a c k w a r d ,  c r a s h e d  a  s h o u ld e r  in to  h im  
a n d  to p p l e d  h i m —c a u g h t  h im  w h ile  
off b a l a n c e ,  s e iz in g  h im  b y  th e  a r m s  
a n d  h o ld i n g  h i m  w i th  a  m a d  s u r g e  o f  
s t r e n g t h .  T h e n  h e  h o is te d  th e  s a v a g e  
b o d ily  a n d  w h ip p e d  h i m  o v e r  h is  
s h o u ld e r .  T h e  r e d m a n  d r o p p e d  lik e  
a s a c k  o f  m e a l .

F o r  a  f r a c t io n  o f  t im e  h e  la y  th e r e ;  
th e n  h e  s h o t  u p  a s  if  r e le a s e d  b y  a  
s p r in g . H e  le a p e d  h ig h , k ic k in g , a n d  
a t t a c k e d  M a t t h e w . I t  w a s  a n  a t t a c k  
th e  s a i lo r  h a d  d e s c r ib e d , a n d  M a tth e w  
a v o id e d  i t  w i th  e a s e , th e n  lu n g e d  in  
a n d  g a in e d  a  f ie rce  g r ip .  H e  w h ir le d ,  
w r e n c h i n g  th e  r e d s k in  off h is  fe e t,  
w h ir le d  a g a i n ,  s w u n g  h i m  u p w a r d .  
T h e n  h e  c r a s h e d  h im  d o w n  h e a v ily ,  
tu r n e d  o n  h i m  lik e  a  t i g e r  a n d  h e ld  
h im  th e r e .

T h e  s m a l le r  I n d i a n  h a d  j u m p e d  to  
r e c o v e r  th e  m u s k e t ,  b u t  M e lo d y  h a d  
m o v e d  in  th e  s a m e  d i r e c t i o n .  F u r 
t h e r m o r e  s h e  h a d  w i th  h e r  a  s to u t  
l a d le  m a d e  o f  h a r d w o o d  t h a t  sh e  h a d  
h i d d e n  in  th e  b u c k e t .  S h e  s t r u c k  w i th  
p r e c is io n . T h e  m a p le  c r a c k e d  a g a in s t  
th e  I n d i a n ’s s k u ll , a n d  h e  s ta g g e r e d  
a w a y  f r o m  h e r .

M a t t h e w  r o s e  f r o m  th e  b ig  s a v a g e .  
H e  p r o d d e d  h im  w i th  h is  f o o t .

“ G e t  o o p ! "  h e  o r d e r e d .
H is  r a g e  w a s  lik e  t h a t  o f  m a n y  

g o o d - n a tu r e d  p e r s o n s . I t  w a s  s lo w  to  
g a t h e r —a n d  s lo w  t o  s u b s id e .

H e  r e a c h e d  d o w n  a n d  b o o s t in g  th e  
r e d m a n  to  h is  f e e t , s h o o k  h im  a s  if  h e  
w e r e  a  b o y .

I t  w a s  e n o u g h . T h e  s a v a g e  c a m e  
t o  l i f e ;  h e  p u t  e v e r y th in g  h e  p o ss e s s e d  
in  p o w e r  a n d  t r i c k e r y  to  b a c k -h e e l  
M a tt h e w . I t  w a s  a  f u t i le  s tr u g g le .  
M a tt h e w  h e ld  h i m  b y  s h e e r  s t r e n g t h .  
H is  r a g e  h a d  r e a c h e d  a  c l i m a x .  H e  
s h if te d  h is  h o ld  s u d d e n ly , p ic k e d  th e  
r e d s k in  u p  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  a  b o y  a n d  
s p u n  h i m  in  th e  a i r ,  th e n  d r o v e  h im  
d o w n w a r d  so  t h a t  h e  s t r u c k  th e  e a r t h  
w ith  h is  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s .

T h e  i m p a c t  w a s  te r r i f i c .  T h e  I n 
d i a n  la y  th e r e ,  u n a b l e  t o  r is e .

“ T h a  f in ish e d  h i m ,” p r a is e d  M e l
o d y . “ T a k e  h is  m u s k e t .”

T h e  s m a l le r  r e d m a n  w as  g a z in g  s tu 
p id ly  a t  h is  f e llo w  o n  th e  g r o u n d .  
H e  tu r n e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  M a tth e w .  
H is  fa c e  b o r e  a s c a r  th a t  m a d e  h im  a p 
p e a r  to  b e  g r in n in g .

“ H u l l o ! ” s a id  M a t t h e w  w o n d e r in g -  
ly . “ T h a  a r t  I n d i a n  w h o  w u r  in  t ’ 
b o g . W h a t  m a d e  th a  c o o m  h e r e ? ”

T h e  s m a l le r  s a v a g e  m a d e  n o  r e p ly ,  
b u t  r e c o g n i t io n  f la m e d  a c ro s s  h is  v is 
a g e . H e  b e n t  o v e r  th e  b ig  I n d i a n  w h o  
w a s  s i t t in g  u p , a n d  s p o k e  r a p id ly .

M a t t h e w  w a s  c o o l in g . H e  s ta r e d  
b a c k  a t  th e  r e d m e n  as  th e  b ig g e r  o n e  
r o s e  g r o g g ily  to  h is  fe e t.

“ W h a t  d id  th a  c o o m  f o r ? ”  h e  c h a l 
le n g e d .

“ M e  n o  k n o w  y o u  liv e  h e r e ,”  m u m 
b le d  th e  b ig  I n d i a n .  H is  f a c e  b le d
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f r o m  s m a l l  s c r a tc h e s  h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  
in  th e  c h ip y a r d  a n d  o n e  e a r  w a s  to r n .  
H is  c l o t h i n g  w as  p la s te r e d  w i th  b its  
o f  w o o d . “ Y o u  s q u a w  p o o r  t o  m e .”

H e  r u b b e d  h im s e lf  a s  if  u n c e r t a i n  o f  
w h e r e  h e  w a s  h u r t  m o s t .  “ Y o u  th ro w  
b ig  m a n  o n  b la c k  h o r s e ? ”  h e  q u e r ie d .

“ A y e ,"  n o d d e d  M a t t h e w . “ A t  t ’ 
f o r t .”

“ Y o u  g o o d  m a n ,” a d m i t t e d  th e  r e d 
sk in .

M e lo d y  w a s  s ta n d in g  w i th  h e r  la d le  
r e a d y , b u t  s h e  s p o k e  c a lm ly .  “ H a p 
p e n  w e  b e t t e r  g iv e  o v e r ,”  s h e  s a id . “ I  
r e c k o n  t h e y 'r e  s o r r y  th e y  c o o m .”

M a t t h e w  p ic k e d  u p  th e  m u s k e t .  H e  
t r ie d  to  r e m e m b e r  a l l  h e  h a d  b e e n  to ld  
a b o u t  th e  I n d ia n s .

“ T h y  f lin t  is p o o r ,”  h e  s a id . “ I ’ll 
f ix  i t  f o r  t h a .”

M e lo d y  tu r n e d  to  th e  s p r i n g  h o u s e .  
S h e  e m e r g e d  w i th  a  b o w l o f  m ilk  a n d  
h a n d e d  i t  to  th e  b ig  I n d i a n .  “ T h a  
n e e d  s u m m a t ,” s h e  s a id  c h e e r f u l ly .  
“ D r in k  a l l  th a  w a n t .”

T h e  r e d m a n  a c c e p te d  th e  b o w l  
g r a v e ly . H e  p u t  d o w n  h is  h e a d  a n d  
d r a n k ,  m a k in g  lo u d  s u c k in g  n o ise s . 
W h e n  h e  w a s  fin ish e d  h e  h a n d e d  th e  
b o w l to  th e  s m a l le r  s a v a g e , w h o  a ls o  
d r a n k .

M a t t h e w  g o t  a n  e x t r a  f lin t f r o m  h is  
c a b in  a n d  r e p l a c e d  th e  d e f e c t iv e  o n e .  
" T h y  m u s k e t  w ill  n o t  m iss  n o w ,” h e  
s a id , “ b u t  d o n ’t  th a  tr y  s h o o t  m e .”

B o t h  I n d i a n s  s ta r e d  a t  h im  a s  if  
th e y  c o u l d  s c a r c e  c r e d i t  t h e i r  sen ses . 
T h e  b ig  I n d i a n  s lo w ly  r e a c h e d  to  ta k e  
th e  f ir e a r m . T h e n  M a tth e w ' s te p p e d  
i n to  h is  c a b in  a n d  c a m e  b a c k  w t tn  a  
f in e  g o ld - la c e d  h a t .

“ T h a  ta k e  th is ,”  h e  s a id  t o  th e  b ig  
I n d i a n .  “ I  w o n  i t  f r o m  m a n  o n  t ’ 
b l a c k  h o r s e .  T h a  a r t  b e s t  m a n  I ’v e  
w r e s tle d . T h a  a r t  c h a m p i o n  q u ic k  
w i’ th y  h a n d s .”

TH E  b i g  r e d s k in ’s d o u r n e s s  w a s  b r o 
k e n . A  s m i le  s p r e a d  o v e r  th e  

s c r a tc h e s  a n d  d i r t  o n  h is  c h e e k s . H e  
a c c e p te d  th e  h a t ,  p u t  i t  o n  c a r e f u l ly  
a n d  f o u n d  i t  a  p e r f e c t  fit.

“ Y o u  f in e  m a n ,”  h e  s a id  h e a r t i ly .  
“ W e  g o . W e  f r ie n d s  n o w .”

T h e  s m a l le r  r e d s k in  s te p p e d  to w a r d  
M e lo d y . H e  e x te n d e d  th e  m ilk  b o w l,  
n e a r ly  e m p ty , a s  if  i t  w 'ere a  p e a c e 
o f fe r in g , w a t c h in g  h e r  w a r ily .

“ I  w o n ’ t h i t  th a  a g a i n ,”  s h e  s a id ,  
“ h a p p e n  th a  d o n ’t  b o t h e r  m e  m o r e .” 

H e  s te p p e d  s m a r t ly  f r o m  h e r  r a n g e .  
“ A m e n !”  h e  s a id , a n d  f o llo w e d  th e  b ig  
I n d i a n  u n d e r  th e  tre e s .

M a t t h e w  f e lt  im m e n s e  r e l ie f  s e t t le  
o v e r  h im . “ T h a  w u r  c h a m p i o n ,”  h e  
s a id  to  M e lo d y . “ I ’d  k iss , th e e , lass , if  
th y  f a c e  w u r  n o t  s o r e . T h a t  w u r  b e s t  
w r e s tle  I ’v e  e v e r  h a d . I t ’s a  p i ty  t h e a r  
w u r  n o  m o r e  to  s e e ."

M e lo d y ’s o w n  r e l ie f  m a d e  h e r  v o ic e  
t r e m u lo u s .  “ I ’ll n o t  say  w o r d  ’g a in s t  
th y  w r e s t l in g  a g a i n ,”  sh e  s a id . “ H a p 
p e n  th a  h e a r  o ’ g a m e s  a t  t ’ f o r t ,  th a  
g o  a n d  g e t  th y s e lf  a n o t h e r  h a t ! ”
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Faith in the Future

A L T H O U G H  1 a m  s till s ta t io n e d  
/ \  o v e rs e a s , m y  w ife  a n d  I d e v o te  

1 \  a  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  o u r  le t te r s  to
p la n s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e .  H o w  a r e  w e  to  
m a k e  o u r  d r e a m s  c o m e  tr u e ?  M y  p o s t
w a r  w o rk  is, o f  c o u r s e , o u r  b ig g e s t  
p r o b le m  a n d  g r e a te s t  c o n c e r n .  I a t 
te n d e d  P r e -M e d  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  
th e  a r m y , a n d  m y  life  a m b i t io n  h a s  
a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  m e d ic a l  p r o f e s s io n .  
L y n n  w as firm  in  in s is t in g  t h a t  I g o  
b a c k  to  c o lle g e  f o r  m y  d e g re e . S h e  
d i d n ’t  w a n t  o u r  m a r r ia g e  to  in te r f e r e  
w ith  m y  d e s ir e  to  b e  a d o c t o r .

I h e s i ta te d  in  d e f in ite ly  in c lu d in g  
m e d ic a l  s c h o o l in  o u r  f u t u r e  p la n s . If  
I r e t u r n  to  s c h o o l ,  h o w  w a s  I to  s u p 
p o r t  a  w ife  e v e n  w i th  th e  f in a n c ia l  
a id  o f  "the G . I . B il l  o f  R ig h ts ?  L y n n  
d e c id e d  t h a t  th is  w a s  a  m in o r  o b s ta c le  
—sh e c o u ld  tv o rk  a n d  h e lp  s u p p o r t  u s. 
I w a s n ’t  to o  k e e n  a b o u t  L y n n  w o r k 
in g ; I  h a d  a t  le a s t  f o u r  y e a rs  o f  s c h o o l 
in g  a h e a d  o f  m e . W a s n ’t  i t  u n f a i r  to  
e x p e c t  m y  w ife  to  w o rk  th a t  le n g th  o f  
t im e ?  W a s n ’t  i t  m y  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to  
s u p p o r t  h e r ?  T h i s  p r o b le m  b o th e r e d  
m e  f o r  w eek s. I w a n te d  L y n n  to  b e  
as h a p p y , s e c u r e , a n d  f re e  f r o m  w o rry  
as p o ss ib le . P e r h a p s  i t  w o u ld  b e  b est 
to  f o r g e t  a b o u t  b e in g  a  d o c t o r  a n d  
seek  s te a d y  e m p lo y m e n t .

I v o ic e d  th e s e  d o u b ts  a n d  f e a rs  to  
L y n n  in  o n e  o f  m y  d a i ly  le t te r s .  
S h o r tly  th e r e a f te r ,  th r e e  d a y s  w e n t  by  
w ith o u t  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  L y n n . W a s  sh e  
a n g ry ?  T h e  n e x t  d a y  th e  m a il -c le r k  
h a n d e d  m e  a n  e n v e lo p e  w i th  L y n n ’s 
f a m i l ia r  h a n d w r i t in g  o n  it .  I e a g e r ly  
to r e  i t  o p e n . N o t h i n g  w a s  in  i t  b u t  a  
p ic tu r e l  I t  w a s  a  p h o to g r a p h  o f  a 
w e a th e r -b e a te n , c r u m b lin g  w o o d e n  
s h a c k , s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a y a r d  th a t  r e 
s e m b le d  a  g a r b a g e  d u m p . I w a s  d is 
a p p o in te d  b y  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a le t te r .  
D id  sh e  p l a c e  th e  p h o to g r a p h  in  th e  
e n v e lo p e  b y  m is ta k e ?

T h e  f o llo w in g  d a y  I r e c e iv e d  a n 
o t h e r  l e t t e r  f r o m  L y n n . I  o p e n e d  i t  
o n  th e  s p o t— I h a d n ’ t h e a r d  f r o m  h e r  
in  five d a y s ! T h e  e n v e lo p e  o n ly  c o n 
ta in e d  a n o th e r  p i c t u r e .  I t  w a s  a  s n a p 
s h o t  o f  a  d i la p i d a te d ,  r u s ty  m o d e l -T  
F o r d .  W a s  sh e  tr y in g  to  p la y  a  jo k e  
o n  m e ?

W i t h  s l ig h t  f o r e b o d in g , 1 r a n  m y  
f in g e rs  o v e r  L y n n ’s n e x t  l e t te r .  O n  
o p e n in g  it ,  I d is c o v e r e d  a  n e w s p a p e r  
c l ip p in g ,  b u t  s til l  n o  le t te r .  T h e  c l i p 
p in g  w a s  a  p h o to g r a p h  o f  a n  o ld  m a n  
a n d  w o m a n , c la d  in  to r n , sh a b b y  
c lo th e s ,  s e l l in g  n e w s p a p e r s  o n  a c o r  
n e r .  T h e  ey es s ta r in g  o u t  a t  m e  w e re  
b i t te r  a n d  s a d . W h a t  p o ssessed  L y n n  
to  s e n d  silly  p ic tu r e s  b u t  n o t  le t te rs ?

1 w a s n ’t s u r p r is e d  w h e n  I r e c e iv e d  
a  la r g e , b ro w n  e n v e lo p e  a t  th e  n e x t  
m a il  c a l l .  I e x p e c te d  a n y th i n g  n o w !  
I d i d n ’t  o p e n  th e  f la p  u n t i l  I r e a c h e d  
th e  p r iv a c y  of m y  b u n k . 1 p u l le d  o u t  
a  la r g e  p ie c e  o f  c a r d b o a r d .  1 r a n  m y  
ey es o v e r  th e  la r g e  p r in te d  w o rd s .  
T h i s  is w h a t  1 r e a d :  “ T h e  m is e r a b le  
s h a c k  a n d  u se less  c a r  b e lo n g  to  th e  
c o u p le  w h o  w e r e  a f r a id  to  w o rk  to 
g e t h e r  w h e n  th e y  w e r e  y o u n g . T  h e  
tw o  p o v e r ty -s tr ic k e n  o ld  p e o p le  w e re  
o n c e  a y o u n g  m a r r ie d  c o u p le  w h o  
d i d n ’t  h a v e  f a i th  in  th e i r  f u t u r e .”  

S o m e th in g  w as c l ip p e d  to  th e  p ie c e  
o f  c a r d b o a r d .  1 lo o s e n e d  th e  m e ta l  
c l ip , a n d  r e m o v e d  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  to  
b e  a  c h e c k . “The Bank of Matrimony” 
w as w r i t t e n  a c ro s s  th e  to p . “P ay T o : 
My wife. Lynn, a lifetime of hap
piness and comfort. I n Pa y m e n t  F o r : 
Four years of loving and willing co
operation.” A t th e  b o t to m , L y n n 's  
h a n d w r i t in g  in d ic a te d :  “Sign here." 
W h a t  a  w ife ! W h i p p in g  o u t  m y  p e n , 
I  jo y fu lly  a d d e d  m y  s ig n a tu r e  to  th e  
c h e c k . P a r t  o f  o u r  f u tu r e  p l a n n in g  
w a s  n o w  o n  a  s t r ic t ly  le g a l b asis .

Cpl‘. W. H. Tabor
Crippled Flight

I L O O K E D  o u t  o f  th e  t r a in  w in d o w  
as w e  s lo w e d  d o w n  p u ll in g  in to  
th e  s ta t i o n .  T h e  s to p  w o u ld  o n ly  

b e  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  m in u te s .  M y  c a r  
w as d r a w n  a c ro s s  a  s tr e e t  in  th is  l i t t le  
F l o r i d a  to w n . A s I lo o k e d , s o m e th in g  
a t t r a c t e d  m y  a t t e n t i o n .

C o m in g  to w a r d  th e  t r a in  w as a w h ite  
b u tte r f ly  f lu t te r in g  a lo n g  th e  p a v e 
m e n t .  I t  h a d  b e e n  h u r t ,  a n d  c o u ld  
n o t  r a is e  its e l f  off th e  g r o u n d .

S t r u t t i n g  a f te r  i t .  v e ry  c o c k y , w as a  
l i t t l e  b i r d —h is  c h e s t  o u t ,  se lf -c o n fi
d e n c e  in  e v e ry  s tr id e , r e a d y  to  m a k e  
th e  k ill .  T h e  t r a i n  s ta r te d .  A n d  as  
I  w a t c h e d  as  f a r  as  I c o u l d ,  i t  s e e m e d  
to  m e  t h a t  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  
tw o  r e m a in e d  th e  s a m e  
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1 c a u g h t  m y se ll w o n d e r in g : “ D id  
h e  g e t  a w a y ? ”

L a t e r ,  s e a te d  in  th e  d i n e . , a n  A r m y  
A ir  C o r p s  c a p ta i n  s a t  d o w n  a c ro s s  th e  
t a b le  f ro m  m e . I c o u ld  te l l  f ro m  h is  
r ib b o n s  th a t  h e ’d  c o m e  fro n t th e  E u r o 
p e a n  th e a te r  a n d  h a d  se e n  m u c h  a c 
t io n  H e  w as lo o k in g  o u t  th e  w in d o w , 
a n d  h e  s ta r t le d  m e  w h e n  h e  s p o k e  o u t  
lo u d . T a l k i n g  to  n o  o n e  in  p a r t i c u l a r  
h e  s a id : “ I h o p e  h e  g o t  a w a y .”

T h e  s a m e  th o u g h t  h a d  ju s t  b e e n  
r u n n in g  th r o u g h  m y  m in d . I lo o k e d  
a t  h im  a n d  s a id : “ Y o u  n e a r , th e  c r i p 
p le d  b u t te r f ly ? ”  H e  tu r n e d .  “ Y o u  
n o tic e d  i t  t o o ,”  h e  m u t t e r e d .  T h e n  
h e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  fu lly —o r  as  I fe lt , 
t h r o u g h  m e . T h e r e  w as m is e ry  in  
h is ey es. H e  lo o k e d  lik e  a m a n  so  
t i r e d  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n e v e r  a g a in  in  his  
w h o le  life  fe e l r e s te d . T h e  k in d  of  
t i re d n e s s  t h a t  w a r  p u ts  a n d  le a v e s  in  
m a n y , m a n y  m e n .

1 w o r e  c iv i l ia n  c lo th e s .  A s h e  ey e d  
m e , 1 s p o k e — I h a d  to : “ M a r in e  A i r -  
S o u th  P a c if ic —ju s t  o u t .”  H e  n o d d e d  
a s  if  to  sa y : “ Y o u  u n d e r s ta n d  . 
y o u ’v e  b e e n  th r o u g h  it  to o .”

W e  g a v e  o u r  o r d e r s  to  th e  w a i te r .  
T h e n  b o th  o f  u s  lo o k e d  o u t  th e  w in 
d o w  as th e  t r a in  b u m p e d  a lo n g . H e  
w a s  th in k in g  o f  p a ls  s h o t d o w n  by th e  
G e r m a n s —w o n d e r in g  if  s o m e  b re a k  
h a d  s a v e d  th e m  b e f o r e  th e y  c r a s h e d .

I w a s  th in k in g  o f  th o s e  g o o d  kids  
fly in g  f o r  th e  N a v y  a n d  M a r in e  C o r p s  
in  th e  P a c if ic , in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  
w a r , w h e n  th e y  w e r e  f ig h tin g  a g a in s t  
h e a v y  o d d s  a n d  d i d n ’ t h a v e  m u c h  to  
fig h t w ith . W h e n  th e  o n ly  th in g s  
th a t  k e p t  th e m  flyin g  a n d  h e ld  th e ir  
p la n e s  to g e th e r  w e re  d a m n e d  g o o d  
g r o u n d  c re w s —a n d  s p it ,  w ire  a n d  th e  
c o u r a g e  o f  th e  m e n  w h o  Hew th e m .

I w as  r e m e m b e r in g  s e e in g  b o y s  
l im p  a n d  w e a v e  as  th e y  w e r e  h it  a n d  
s ta r te d  to  f a l l—tw o  o r  th r e e  co c k y  
Z e ro s  o n  th e ir  ta i ls , c lo s in g  in  f o r  th e  
k ill . A n d  th e  th o u g h t  u p p e r m o s t  in  
m y  m in d  a t  th e  t im e : “ H o p e  h e  g e ts  
a w a y —h o p e —”

T h e  C a p t a in  a n d  I a te  in  s ile n ce .  
H e  d i d n ’t  k n o w  m y  n a m e , o r  I h is. 
W e ’ll n e v e r  k n o w . H e  g o t  off th e  
t r a in  s o m e tim e  in  th e  n ig h t ,  a n d  I 
d o n ’ t b e l ie v e  w e ’ ll e v e r  m e e t  a g a in .  
B u t a t  o d d  m o m e n ts ,  a ll  th r o u g h  o u r  
liv e s , w e ’ll s h a r e  a th o u g h t ,  lik e  a  
p r a y e r :  “ I h o p e  h e  g o t  a w a y .”

Bert C. Lynch



HI G H  a i r  b e g a n  to  b u ild .
T h e  g a u g e  n e e d le  r a n  to  
te n , th e n  f if te e n , s lo w ly  
p a c e d  th e  d i a l  u n t i l  i t  r e s t 

e d  a t  f o r ty  p o u n d s . T h e  lo c k - te n d e r  
b le w  h is  n o se  to  e q u a l iz e  th e  p r e s s u r e ;  
a n d  th e  m e n  lin e d  a lo n g  th e  b e n c h e s  
in  th e  m a n -lo c k  c o u g h e d  a n d  b le w  a n d  
h a w k e d  a g a in s t  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  a i r .

T o n y  A n g e lo , f a m i l ia r ly  c a l le d  
“ A n g e l ,”  s co w le d  a t  h is  b lo c k y  fists, 
c u r v in g  h is  c a l lo u s e d  f in g e rs , t h e n  r e 
le a s in g  th e m . P e r s p i r a t i o n  g l e a m e d  
o n  h is  h a i r y  c h e s t , a n d  m u s c le s  c a b le d  
b e n e a th  h is  s k in  w h e n  h e  m o v e d .

“ H e ’s y e l lo w ,”  h e  s a id , “ ju s t  p l a in  
d i r t y  y e l lo w .”

T h e  n u rs e  a t  h is  s id e  g a s p e d  s l ig h t 
ly  f ro m  th e  p r e s s u r e , b r o n z e  h a i r  
c l in g in g  d a m p l y  t o  h e r  f o r e h e a d .

" I t ’s h is  h e a r t ,  A n g e l ,”  s h e  e x 
p la in e d , a n d  h e r  to n e  g a v e  th e  w o r d s  
th e  lie . “ H e  c a n ’t  ta k e  h i g h  a i r . ”  

A n g e l s h iv e re d . “ I f  R e d  d ie s , I ’ll  
k n o w  w h o  k il le d  h i m .” H is  w id e  
m o u t h  th in n e d .  “ I  d o n ’t  f o r g e t  e a s y .”  

T h e  b la s t  o f  a i r  s t i l le d , a n d  th e  
in n e r  lo c k  s u c k e d  f re e  o f  th e  r u b b e r  
f la n g e . A h e a d  la y  t h e  tu n n e l ,  m is ty ,  
d a m p , v a n is h in g  in to  d a r k n e s s .

" O u t ! ”  th e  lo c k - te n d e r  c a l le d ,  a n d  
th e  m e n  w e n t  f r o m  th e  lo c k , g o in g  
sin g le -file  a lo n g  th e  in c l in e .

A n g e l a n d  N i n a  f o llo w e d , th e  g i l l ’s 
c r is p  w h ite  c lo th e s  m a k in g  h e r  g h o s t
lik e  in  th e  m is ty  d im n e s s .  S h e  w a lk e d  
w ith  s u r e -f o o te d  e a s e  a lo n g  th e  s id e  
o f  th e  m u c k -c a r  t r a c k s , th e  b i g  s a n d -  
h o g  a t  h e r  b a c k , b o t h  g o in g  to w a r d  
th e  h e a d in g .

“ Y o u  in  lo v e  w i th  th e  D o c ? ”  A n g e l  
s a id  s u d d e n ly .

N i n a  f lu sh e d , s h o o k  h e r  h e a d .  “ I  
fee l s o r ry  f o r  h i m .”

“ H e l l !” A n g e l  s a id  d is g u s te d ly .  
“ B o b ’s a l l  r i g h t ,”  N i n a  d e f e n d e d .  

" H e  k n o w s  tu n n e ls  a n d  th e  m e n . H e  
th in k s  h e  c a n  h e l p .”

S a n d h o g s  w e r e  s t r e a m in g  b y  n o w ,  
b ig  s w e a ty  m e n  w h o  la u g h e d  a n d  
c a l le d  g r e e tin g s  a s  th e y  p a s s e d . B e 
h in d ,- th e  m a n -lo c k  b e g a n  to  fill a g a in .

“ H e ’s y e l lo w ,”  A n g e l  s a id  f la tly , a n d  
s p a t . “ I  w as  in  th e  H u d s o n  b lo w  
w h e re  h is  b r o t h e r  g o t  k i l le d . H e  w e n t  
off h is  n u t —w o u ld n ’t  e v e r  g o  b a c k  in  
a  tu n n e l  a g a i n .  T h a t  w a s  te n  y e a r s  
a g o . N o w  h e  p o p s  u p , c a l l i n g  h i m 
se lf  a  d o c t o r ,  a n d  h e  s t i l l  w o n ’ t  e n t e r  
a  tu n n e l .  W h a t  g o o d  is h e  g o in g  t o  
b e  a r o u n d  h e r e ? ”

T h e y  s te p p e d  a s id e , l e t  m u c k -c a r s  
p ass , th e n  w e n t  o n  a g a i n .  T h e  a i r

p re s s e d  h o t  a n d  s tic k y , a n d  f o g  s w ir le d  
th r o u g h  th e  tu n n e l  f r o m  th e  s h if t in g  
p r e s s u r e  o f  f o r t y  p o u n d s  o f  h i g h  a i r .  
T u n n e l m e n  w e r e  lik e  s h a d o w s  i n  th e  
fo g , b ig -c h e s te d , m u s c le d  lik e  T i t a n s ,  
f ig h tin g  th e  e a r t h  a s  th o u g h  i t  w e r e  a  
d e a d ly  e n e m y .

T h e  d u l l  r o a r i n g  o f  w o r k  b u i l t  
a h e a d , r e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  d r e w  th e m  in .  
A i r  p i le d  in to  th e  tu n n e l ,  s o u n d in g  
s h r i l l  a n d  d a n g e r o u s ,  a n d  th e  c la n g  
o f  s te e l o n  s te e l  w a s  a n  o v e r to n e  t h a t  
n e v e r  c e a s e d . W h e n  m e n  ta lk e d  in  
th e  tu n n e l ,  th e y  s h o u te d , f o r  o r d i n a r y  
s o u n d s  w e r e  b l o t t e d  in to  th e  h e l l is h  
b e d la m  o f  b o r i n g  b e n e a th  th e  r iv e r .

“ H e ’s o v e r  h e r e ,”  A n g e l  s a id  a t  la s t ,  
a n d  le d  th e  w a y .

“It’s his heart, Angel,” Nina 
explained. “If Red dies— •”  

Angel shivered.
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B i g  R e d  w a s  g r i n n i n g  t h r o u g h  se t  
l ip s , b u t  th e  s w e a t o f  a g o n y  la y  in  o i ly  
b u b b le s  o n  h is  s k in . B o n e  w a s  w h ite  
a g a i n s t  th e  flesh  o f  h is  lo w e r  c h e s t ,  
a n d  h e  b r e a th e d  h a r s h ly ,  ly in g  o n  h is  
b a c k ,  d i s c a r d e d  s h ir ts  w a d d e d  i n t o  a  
p illo w .

“ H i ,  b e a u t i f u l !”  h e  s a id  t o  N i n a .
T h e  n u r s e  n o d d e d ,  b e n t  a n d  b e g a n  

to  w o rk . H e r  h a n d s  w e r e  in c r e d ib ly  
g e n tle ,  a n d  s h e  d i d  n o t  s m ile .  A n g e l  
w a t c h e d  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  th e n  tu r n e d  
w ith  a  se n se  o f  r e l ie f ,  w a t c h e d  th e  
m e n  a t  th e  h e a d in g .

A n g e l  g r i n n e d ;  th is  w a s  h is  h o m e ,  
h is  e m p ir e ,  a n d  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  n o  
o t h e r .  H i g h  p r e s s u re  la y  in  h is  b lo o d  
a n d  h e a r t ;  f o r  f if te e n  y e a r s  h e  h a d  
b e e n  d r iv in g  tu n n e ls  t h r o u g h  r o c k  
a n d  e a r t h ,  th r o u g h  m o u n ta in s ,  u n d e r  
r iv e r s .  D a n g e r  w a lk e d  s id e  b y  s id e  
w ith  h im , a n d  h e  la u g h e d  e a c h  tim e  
h e  m e t  i t ,  f ig h tin g  it  w i th  th e  p o w e r  
o f  h is  b o d y , m a t c h i n g  s t r e n g t h  f o r  
s t r e n g t h ,  s m i l in g , a lw a y s  s m ilin g .

“ A n g e l ”  h e  w a s  c a l le d  b y  th e  m e n  
w h o  w o rk e d  w i th  h im , n o t  ‘b e c a u s e  
h e  w a s  g o d ly , b u t  b e c a u s e  h e  la u g h e d  
w h e n  o t h e r s  c r i e d ,  b e c a u s e  h e  f o u g h t  
w h e n  su c c e ss  c o u l d  n o t  b e  w o n . H e  
w a s  a  le g e n d  w h e r e  h o g g e r s  m e t ,  a n d  
h e  r e v e le d  in  h is  m ig h t .

A n d  n o w , w a t c h in g  th e  i r o n  g a n g  
s w in g in g  h e a v y  w r e n c h e s  in  m u s c le d  
h a n d s , f i t t in g  in  th e  s e c t io n s  o f  c u r v e d  
s te e l  p l a te ,  h e  s u c k e d  in  h is  b r e a th ,  
r e m e m b e r in g  th e  m o n t h s  h e  h a d  r i d 
d e n  th e  p l a t f o r m  o v e r  th e  c e n te r s  o f  
tu n n e ls .  H is  h a n d s  t i g h t e n e d  a u t o 
m a t i c a l l y  w h e n  h e  s a w  th e  m u c k e r s  o n  
th e  f lo o r , s to o p in g  a n d  s t r a ig h te n i n g ,  
f illin g  th e  c a r s  w i th  m u c k  a n d  s a n d  
w h ic h  n e v e r  c e a s e d  c o m in g  f r o m  th e  
fa c e .

M e n  w o r k e d  a t  th e  f a c e ,  b a t t l i n g  
th e  e a r t h  in  h a l f  a  d o z e n  p o c k e ts ,  
b a l a n c e d  c a r e f u l ly  o n  a  w o r k in g  p l a t 
f o r m  f o r m e d  b y  a  c r o s s -m e m b e r  o f  th e  
b r a c in g ,  a n d  f a r t h e r  b a c k , h y d r a u l i c  
ja c k s  h u g g e d  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  c y l in d r i 
c a l  s h ie ld , r e a d y  to  in c h  i t  f o r w a r d .  
T h i s  w a s  w h e r e  th e  t u n n e l  m o v e d  
a h e a d ,  w o r m in g  t h r o u g h  th e  s o lid  
e a r t h ,  s w e a t in g  m e n  c u t t i n g  a n d  ja m 
m in g  th e i r  w a y , th e  s h ie ld  p r e s s in g  
f o r w a r d ,  th e  c a s i n g  b e i n g  b u i l t  b e 
h i n d ,  i r o n  s c a le  b y  i r o n  s c a le .

N i n a  t o u c h e d  h i m  o n  th e  a r m ,  a n d  
h e  tu r n e d  a b o u t ,  s t r a i n i n g  t o  h e a r  
h e r  v o ic e .

“ H e ’ll b e  a l l  r i g h t ,”  th e  n u r s e  s a id .  
" R i b s  a r e  b r o k e n ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  e lse .  
W e  c a n  ta k e  h i m  o u t  n o w .”
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A n g e l  n o d d e d , s m i l in g  n o w , r e l ie f  
t o u c h in g  h is  sen ses . H e  c a u g h t  B i g  
R e d ’s g a z e , s h o o k  h is  h e a d  in  m o u r n 
fu l s y m p a th y , th e n  la u g h e d  a lo u d  a t  
th e  i r o n m a n ’s s n e e r  o f  d is b e lie f .

S w in g in g  a b o u t ,  h e  w e n t  to w a r d  th e  
f a c e ,  c a u g h t  a t  th e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  tw o  
m e n . H is  b o o ts  s p la s h e d  in  th e  w a t e r  
s p r in g in g  s lo w , u n h e h r d  in  th e  r a c k e t ,  
f r o m  th e  f lo o r ; a n d  th e  w e t  f o g  
b r u s h e d  h is  f a c e ,  r a n  in  t i n y  d r o p s  
d o w n  h is  c h e e k s .

" G i m m e  a  h a n d  w i th  R e d ,”  h e  
s h o u te d .

H e  saw  t h a t  w o r k  h a d  s to p p e d  f o r  
a  s e c o n d , a n d  g a v e  a  b o x e r ’s h a n d 
s h a k e  o v e r  h is  h e a d .  W o r r y  l i f te d  
f ro m  s t r o n g  fa c e s , a n d  l a u g h t e r  r a n  
d im ly  t h r o u g h  th e  tu n n e l  f r o m  m a n  
t o  m a n . A n g e l  w a s  g la d  t o  b e  o n e  
o f  th e m  th e n ,  f o r  th e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  
b r e a th - ta k in g  a n d  a r r o g a n t  a b o u t  s u c h  
m e n , s t i l l  w o r k in g , s t i l l  d r iv in g  f o r 
w a r d ,  w h ile  o n e  o f  th e m  la y , p e r h a p s  
d y in g , fifty  fe e t  a w a y .

DE A T H  la y  o v e r h e a d  f o r  a l l  o f  
th e m , a  s o d d e n  c r u s h in g  d e a t h ,  

w h ic h  w a i te d  b u t  f o r  o n e  m is ta k e  to  
c o m e  d o w n  in  a  s p l i n te r in g  p o u n d in g  
f lo o d  o f  d i r t y  r i v e r  w a t e r .  F r a i l  b o a r d s  
f a c e d  th e  h e a d in g  w h e r e  m e n  d u g ,  
a n d  f o r ty  p o u n d s  o f  a i r  w a s  th e  b a c k 
s to p  to  th e  b o a r d in g .  T h e s e  m e n  
w e r e  g ia n ts ,  b la c k  a n d  w h ite ,  S e n e g a l 
e s e  a n d  I r i s h  a n d  I t a l i a n  a n d  a  d o z e n  
o t h e r  r a c e s ,  a l l  w o r k in g  t o g e th e r ,  e a c h  
o n e ’s li fe  in  a n o t h e r ’s h a n d s .

A n g e l  lik e d  th e  t h o u g h t ,  a s  h e  a l 
w a y s  h a d ;  b u t  n o w  h e  h a d  n o  t im e  
f o r  th in k in g . W i t h  th e  o t h e r  m e n ,  
h e  g e n t ly  l i f te d  B i g  R e d ,  h e l p e d  c a r r y  
h i m  u p  th e  in c l in e  t o  th e  lo c k s . P l a c 
in g  th e  m a n  o n  a  b e n c h , h e  a n d  N i n a  
s a t  a c ro s s  th e  lo c k , h e a r d  th e  d u l l  th u d  
a s  th e  i n n e r  lo c k  c a m e  c lo s e d . F o r  
m in u te s ,  lo n g  in te r m in a b l e  m in u te s  
th e y  s a t , s a y in g  n o th i n g ,  w a i t in g  o u t  
th e  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  d e c o m p r e s s io n .

I m p a t ie n c e  to u c h e d  A n g e l ,  b u t  h e  
f o r c e d  i t  a w a y . D e c o m p r e s s io n  w a s  a  
n e c e s s a ry  th in g , f o r  w i t h o u t  i t  a  s a n d -  
h o g  g o t  th e  b e n d s , c a is s o n  d is e a s e , a n d  
h is  life  b u b b le d  a w a y  w i th  th e  c o m 
p re s s e d  n i t r o g e n  r e t a i n e d  u n d e r  p r e s 
s u r e  in  h is  b o d y  c e lls . U n le s s  p r e s s u r e  
w a s  b u i l t  a g a in ,  a n d  t h e  w o r k e r  g r a d u 
a lly  d e c o m p r e s s e d , h e  m ig h t  d ie  h o r 
r ib ly  in  c o n v u ls io n s .

D e c o m p r e s s io n  c e a s e d , a n d  th e  o u t e r  
lo c k  s w u n g  o p e n . D o c t o r  B o b  B a r -  
la n d  a n d  tw o  h e lp e r s  w a i te d  o u ts id e  
th e  m a n -lo c k . T h e  D o c t o r ’s  f e a tu r e s  
w e r e  s e t , a n d  h is  g a z e  s w u n g  a w a y  
f r o m  T o n y  a n d  s e t t le d  o n  t h e  n u r s e .

“Hi, beautifulsaid Red. The nurse bent and began to work, 
her hands incredibly gentle.

“ H o w  is h e , N i n a ? ”  h e  a s k e d .
“ C o m p o u n d  f r a c t u r e s  o f  th e  r ib s ,” 

th e  n u r s e  s a id  e v e n ly , to n e  im p e r s o n a l .  
“ T h e  m u c k -c a r  c r u s h e d  a g a in s t  h im .  
I  d o n ’t  th in k  th e r e  a r e  i n te r n a l  in 
ju r i e s .”

“ G o o d !” B a r l a n d  g e s tu r e d  a t  h is  
h e lp e r s .  “ B r i n g  h i m  to  th e  h o s p i ta l ,  
a n d  d o n ’t  b e  r o u g h .”

A n g e l  s l ip p e d  o n  a  h e a v y  c o a t ,  t o  
k e e p  h is  p o re s  o p e n  s o  t h a t  n i t r o g e n  
c o u l d  e s c a p e  e a s ily , t h e n  f o llo w e d  th e  
D o c t o r  a n d  n u r s e  t o  a n  e m p ty  l i f t .  
T h e  h e lp e r s  e a s e d  B i g  R e d  in  b e s id e  
th e m , a n d  th e  c a g e  b e g a n  to  r is e .  
T h e  c a is s o n  w a lls  w e r e  s h in y  w i th  
s w e a t, a n d  th e  s u m p ’s c o ld  a i r  w a s  
i c i ly  c h i l ly .  S lo w ly  th e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  
f a d e d , a n d  s u n lig h t  to o k  its  p la c e .  
T h e n  th e  c a g e  w a s  s to p p e d  a t  th e  h e a d  
o f  th e  s h a f t ,  a n d  th e y  w e r e  m o v in g  
o n t o  th e  g a n t r y  a n d  d o w n  th e  s te p s  
to w a r d  th e  c o m p a n y  h o s p i ta l .

W o r k e r s  t u r n e d  a n d  s ta r e d ,  b u t  
th e  t i n y  p r o c e s s io n  d i d  n o t  f a l t e r .  
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B i g  R e d  w a s  d e a d  w e ig h t ,  u n c o n s c io u s  
f r o m  th e  h y p o  N i n a  h a d  u s e d . H e  
s a g g e d  in  th e  h e l p e r s ’ a r m s . D o c t o r  
B o b  B a r l a n d  w a lk e d  b e s id e  h i m , ey e s  
b l a n k  w i th  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  a t  th e  r e a r  
c a m e  N i n a  a n d  A n g e l ,  n e i t h e r  s p e a k 
in g , e a c h  i n t e n t  o n  h i d d e n  th o u g h ts .

" W a i t  h e r e ,”  D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  s a id  
t o  A n g e l ,  a n d  p o in t e d  a t  th e  s m a l l  r e 
c e p t i o n - r o o m , w h e n  a l l  w e r e  in  th e  
h o s p i ta l .  “ O p e r a t in g - r o o m , b o y s ,” h e  
o r d e r e d  th e  h e lp e r s .

A N G E L  w a i te d , c l o u d i n g  th e  a i r  
w i th  s m o k e  f r o m  a  b a t t e r e d  p i p e ,  

p a c i n g  th e  w o r n  l i n o l e u m . T h e  m in 
u t e -h a n d  c r e p t  s lo w ly  a b o u t  th e  f a c e  
o f  th e  w a l l  c lo c k .  T l i e  s m a l l  h o s p i ta l  
w a s  s i le n t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  n u r s e  w h o  se v 
e r a l  t im e s  c a m e  w r a i th l ik e  th r o u g h  
th e  h a l l  a n d  r e c e p t io n - r o o m .

A n d  th e n  a  d o o r  c r e a k e d ,  a n d  th e  
D o c t o r  p a c e d  s lo w ly  i n t o  s ig h t ,  f a c e  
d r a w n  t i g h t  w i th  s t r a in ,  f u m b l i n g  a  
l i g h t  f o r  h is  c i g a r e t t e .  H i s  g r a y  ey e s



f lick e d  to  th e  b u r ly  s a n d h o g  a n d  th e n  
a w a y .

“ R e d ’ll b e  a l l  r i g h t ,” h e  s a id  e v e n ly .  
" H e ’s a s le e p  n o w .”

A n g e l k n o c k e d  th e  d o t t l e  f ro m  h is  
p ip e , p u t  it a w a y . A n g e r  r a n  c o ld  a n d  
s te a d y  in  h is  m in d , a n d  h e  s w u n g  
a b o u t  to  fa c e  th e  o t h e r .

“ H e  c o u ld  ’a ’ d i e d ,” h e  s a id  fla tly .
B a r l a n d  s ig h e d . “ H e  d i d n ’ t ,”  h e  

sa id .
“ B u t  h e  c o u l d  ’a ’ ! ”  A n g e l  to o k  a  

s lo w  s te p  f o r w a r d . “ Y o u  g e t  a  y e llo w  
s tr e a k , a n d  w o n ’ t c o m e  d o w n . Y o u  
m ig h t  h a v e  k il le d  h i m .”

“ L o o k ,  A n g e l ,”  D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  a r 
g u e d , “ I c a n ’t ta k e  th e  p r e s s u r e . I ’v e  
g o t  a  h e a r t —”

A n g e l h i t  h im , th r o w in g  th e  b lo w  
c lu m s ily ,  b u t  w i th  d e a d ly  p o w e r .  
C r im s o n  m a r k e d  th e  D o c t o r ’s m o u t h ;  
h e  s lu m p e d  d a z e d ly  a g a i n s t  th e  w a ll .

“ Y o u  y e llo w  r a t ! ” A n g e l ’s v o ic e  w as  
so c a lm  it  w a s  u n r e a l .  “ I ’m  g o in g  to  
see t o  i t ,  p e r s o n a l ly ,  t h a t  y o u ’r e  
th r o u g h  h e r e .”

B a r l a n d  p u s h e d  h im s e lf  f re e  o f  th e  
w a ll , c i g a r e t te  s m o k in g  u n h e e d e d  o n  
th e  flo o r . H e  m a d e  n o  m o v e  to  w ip e  
th e  b lo o d  f ro m  h is  m o u t h .

T h e y  w e r e  b ig  m e n , b a r r e l-c h e s te d ,  
A n g e l  d a r k  a n d  B a r l a n d  b lo n d . E y e  
to  ey e  th e y  s to o d  a n d  m e a s u r e d  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  a n d  in c r e d u lo u s  s u r p r is e  s lo w 
ly  r e p la c e d  th e  r a g e  in  A n g e l 's  fa c e .

“ T h e n  y o u  a r e  y e l lo w !” h e  s a id . “ I 
th o u g h t  m a y b e —”

“ G e t  o u t ,  A n g e l ,”  D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  
s a id  so f tly .

H e  tu r n e d ,  w e n t  th r o u g h  a  s id e  
d o o r ,  h is  b r o a d  s h o u ld e r s  s tr a n g e ly  
s lu m p e d .

A n g e l p re s se d  o u t  th e  s m o ld e r in g  
c i g a r e t te  w ith  th e  s o le  o f  h is  b o o t ,  
h e a r d  th e  s lig h t s o u n d  a t h is  s id e . 
N i n a  w a s  th e r e ,  f a c e  w h ite ,  s ta r in g  a t  
th e  d o o r w a y  th r o u g h  w h ic h  B a r l a n d  
h a d  d is a p p e a r e d .

“ Y o u  h i t  h im , A n g e l ,” s h e  s a id  s lo w 
ly . “ Y o u  hit h im , a n d  h e  w o u ld n ’t 
f ig h t !”

“ Y e a h !” A n g e l  s h r u g g e d , f e e lin g  
s o m e h o w  d e f e a te d . H e  h a d  k n o w n  
B a r l a n d  a n d  h is  b r o t h e r ,  e v e n  w o rk e d  
o n c e  w ith  th e i r  o ld  m a n . N e v e r ,  in  
th o s e  d a y s , w o u ld  a n y  o f  th e m  h a v e  
ta k e n  a  b lo w .

H e  lo o k e d  u p , saw  th e  m is tin e s s  in  
th e  g i r l ’s ey es , a n d  k n e w  th e n  h o w  
d e e p  w as h is  a f fe c t io n  f o r  h e r .  A n g e r  
s t i r r e d  laz ily  in  h im  a g a in , th a t  sh e  
s h o u ld  c a r e  a b o u t  th e  m a n  h e  h a d  
ju st o u tf a c e d .

“ H o w  a b o u t  a  b e e r  a t  th e  D u t c h 
m a n ’s?” h e  sa id .

N in a  n o d d e d , c a u g h t  a  l ig h t  ta n  
c o a t  f ro m  a  w a ll  h o o k ; a n d  th e y  w e n t  
f ro m  th e  h o s p ita l ,  a lo n g  th e  s t r e e t  to  
th e  s te a m y  s a lo o n .

T h e y  f o u n d  a  ta b le  a t  th e  r e a r .
“ B e e r ,” A n g e l  o r d e r e d ,  b e g in n in g  to  

r e la x .
H e a v y  b o o ts  p o u n d e d  o n  th e  f lo o r ,  

a n d  th e  r o o m  w a s  s te a m in g  w i th  h e a t

f ro m  r a d i a t o r s  a lo n g  th e  w a l l .  M e n  
c r o w d e d  th e  r o o m , a t  ta b le s , a l o n g  th e  
b a r ,  ta lk in g , la u g h in g ,  f o r g e t t i n g  f o r  a  
m o m e n t  th e  d e a t h  th e y  f a c e d  e a c h  d a y  
in  th e  w o r ld  b e n e a th  th e  r iv e r .  S o m e  
s p o k e  to  A n g e l  a n d  th e  n u r s e , b u t  
m o s t  ta lk e d  w ith  th e ir  c r o n ie s ,  w h ile  
th e  slap-slap o f  c a r d s  f r o m  tw o  ta b le s  
p u n c tu a te d  th e  s p e e c h e s . T h e r e  w a s  
te n s io n  in  th e  r o o m , a  ta u tn e s s  w h ic h  
c o u l d  flo w  in to  a c t io n  a t  a n y  m o m e n t .

" I S  B o b  a  c o w a r d ? ” N i n a  a s k e d  a t  
1  la s t , as  s h e  s ip p e d  a t  th e  fo a m y  

g la ss  o f  f re s h  b e e r .
“ Y e a h !” A n g e l  a n s w e r e d  to n e le s s ly .  

“ T h a t  h e a r t  b u sin e ss  is a  fa k e . H e  
g o t  a  r o u g h  d e a l  te n  y e a r s  a g o ; h is  
b r o t h e r  w a s  k ille d  in  a  b lo w , a n d  h e  
r o d e  a  b u b b le . I t  b u s te d  h i m  lik e  a  
d y n a m ite  c h a r g e .”

“ R o d e  a  b u b b le ? ” N i n a ’s v o ic e  w a s  
p u z z le d .

A n g e l n o d d e d , s h u d d e r in g  d e s p ite  
h im s e lf .

“ T h e  b lo w  c a u g h t  h is  b r o t h e r  a t  th e  
f a c e , a n d  B a r l a n d  tr ie d  to  r e s c u e  h im .  
T h e  b r o t h e r  w a s  s u c k e d  in to  th e  f a c e ,  
a n d  B a r l a n d  w a s  t a u g h t  te n  s e c o n d s  
la t e r .  W e  n e v e r  f o u n d  th e  b r o t h e r ,  
b u t  B a r l a n d  r o d e  a  b u b b le  o f  ait- 
th r o u g h  th e  m u c k  a n d  u p  th r o u g h  th e  
r iv e r .  T h e  b e n d s  a lm o s t  k i l le d  h im .  
A f t e r  th a t ,  h e  w o u ld n ’t e n t e r  a  tu n 
n e l a g a in .  T h e n  h e  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  
I n e v e r  r a n  a c ro s s  h i m  a g a i n  u n t i l  h e  
s h o w e d  h e r e  as  th e  s u b s t i tu te  d o c .”

“ H o w  t e r r i b l e !” N i n a  s a id . “ N o  
w o n d e r  h e ’s a f r a i d ;  y o u ’d  b e , t o o .”

“ M a y b e !”  A n g e l  r e p l i e d .  “ I d o n ’t 
k n o w . I b e e n  in  th r e e  b lo w s , a n d  I ’m  
s til l  h o g g in g  i t . ”  A  w r y  s m ile  p u lle d  
h is  m o u t h  a r o u n d . “ I  g u e ss  m a y b e  I 
w as r ig h t ;  y o u ’r e  in  lo v e  w i th  h i m .”

“ I g u e ss  m a y b e  I a m ,” th e  g i r l  a d 
m i t te d .  “ I ’m  s o r ry , A n g e l .”

T o n y  A n g e lo  s m ile d , b u t  h is  fists  
w e r e  b lo c k y  u n d e r  th e  ta b le .

“ I ’m  o n ly  s o r r y  a b o u t  tw o  th in g s ,”  
h e  s a id . “ F i r s t ,  ’c a u s e  it w a s n ’t m e ;  
a n d  s e c o n d , ’c a u s e  i t  h a d  to  b e  h i m .” 
H is  to n e  s o f te n e d . “ Y o u ’re  s u r e ? ” h e  
fin ish e d .

N i n a  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d . “ N o t  c o m 
p le te ly ,  A n g e l ,” sh e  a d m it te d .

A n g e l  s h if te d , th e n  f in ish e d  h is  b e e r .  
“ I ’ll b e  a r o u n d , N i n a ,” h e  s a id  s lo w ly . 
“ Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I  c a n  o f fe r ; if  i t ’s 
e n o u g h —”

H is  w o rd s  t r a i le d  a w a y ; f o r  th e  g ir l  
w a s  g o n e , t h r e a d in g  th r o u g h  th e  
c r o w d . A n g e l w a tc h e d  h e r  g o , saw  th e  
slo w  v a n is h in g  o f  a d r e a m . H e  c a m e  
to  h is  fe e t, s t r o d e  to  th e  b a r .

“ R y e ! ”  h e  s a id ; a n d  th e  b a r te n d e r  
s ta r e d , f o r  A n g e l  d i d n ’t o f te n  d r in k  
w h is k y . . . .

“ C u t  th e  r o p e ! ” s o m e b o d y  s a id , a n d  
th e  c a g e  b e g a n  to  d r o p  w ith  b r e a k 
n e c k  s p e e d . A n g e l  le a n e d  a g a in s t  th e  
s id e , w a t c h in g  th e  w a l l  w h ip  p a s t ,  
d e a d n e s s  in  h is  m in d .  T e n  d a y s  h a d  
p a s s e d  s in c e  h e  h a d  f a c e d  B a r l a n d  in  
th e  h o s p i ta l ,  a n d  n o th i n g  h a d  b e e n  
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s o lv e d . A  p a p e r  r u s tle d  in  h is  p o c k e t ,  
th e  p e t i t i o n  r e a d y  f o r  s ig n in g  by th e  
m e n  f o r  th e  r e m o v a l  o f  th e  D o c t o r  
f ro m  th e  h o s p i ta l .  It c o u ld  b e  tlie  
D o c t o r ’s p r o f e s s io n a l  d e a t h -w a r r a n t .

M o is t  c o ld  p r e s s e d  a t th e  m e n , a n d  
th e y  c r o w d e d  c lo s e r  f o r  w a r m t h .  l ) a y -  
l i g h t  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  e l e c t r i c  b u lb s  
g l e a m e d  y e l lo w ly . S e c o n d s  l a t e r ,  d ie  
c a g e  ja r r e d  to  a  s to p  a t  w o r k in g  le v e l, 
a n d  th e  m e n  w e n t  to w a r d  th e  c o n 
c r e t e  a n d  s te e l  b u lk h e a d , s h e d d in g  
h e a v y  c o a ts .

T h r e e  ir o n  c y lin d e r s  ju t te d  f ro m  
th e  b u lk h e a d . O n e  w a s  th e  m a n -lo c k ,  
th e  s e c o n d  th e  m u c k -lo c k , th r o u g h  
w h ic h  tu n n e l  d e b r is  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  
p a s s e d ; a n d  th e  th ir d  w as d ie  e s c a p e  
lo c k , p la c e d  as  n e a r  th e  r o o f  as p o s
s ib le , th e  o n ly  m e a n s  o f  e s c a p e , s h o u ld  
th e  f a c e  c a v e  a n d  th e  r i v e r  c o m e  h u r 
t l in g  in  a  b lo w .

A n g e l  s h iv e r e d , to u c h e d  by th e  se n se  
o f  m e n a c e ,  as  a lw a v s , o f  th e  s o lid ity  
o f  th e  b u lk h e a d .  It m a d e  m o r e  r e a l  
th e  p r e s s in g  d a n g e r  o f  th e  tu n n e l  b e 
y o n d . T h e n  h e  w a s  c r o w d in g , w ith  
th e  o th e r s ,  in to  th e  m a n -lo c k , a n d  th e  
b o lt-s tu d d e d  d o o r  w as  t h u d d in g  s h u t .  
A ir  s c r e a m e d , a n d  th e  h e a t  b e g a n  to  
b u ild , a n d  th e  s h if t  h a d  b e g u n .

T h e  p r e s s u r e  w a s  a s t r a n g l in g  v ise  
u p o n  th e  m e n , a n d  th ey  c h o k e d  o n  it 
a t  first, th e n  e a s e d  a n d  r e l a x e d .  A ir  
s c r e a m e d  a n d  h o w le d , as  th e  lo ck -  
t e n d e r  o p e n e d  th e  v a lv e  w id e r ,  a n d  
th e  g a u g e  s h o w e d  th e  p r e s s u re  b u i ld 
in g  u p . T h e n  th e  a i r ’s s c r e a m  b e g a n  
to  d ie , a n d  a  s e c o n d  la t e r ,  tlie  in n e r  
lo c k  c a m e  o p e n .

S w e a t  g l is te n e d  o n  tlie  m e n , u n t i l  
th e v  lo o k e d  as  th o u g h  th e v  w e r e  o i le d .  
“ A ll  o u t ,” th e  h e a d in g  b o ss  y e lle d ,  
a n d  tiles  b e g a n  to  c l im b  fro m  th e  lo ck ,  
g o in g  s i le n tly  in to  th e  d im n e s s  o f  th e  
tu n n e l .

A n g e l  t r a m p e d  q u ie t ly  a lo n g , a u t o 
m a t ic a l ly  w a v in g  g r e e t in g s  a t  th e  
sh ift ju st le a v in g . A t th e  h e a d in g ,  
h e  c l im b e d  th e  m e ta l  flan g es  to  th e  
w o r k in g  p l a t f o r m , c a u g h t  a  s h o v e l  
f ro m  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  h u g e  N e g r o .

“ H o w ’s s h e  g o in g , |itn?” h e  y e lle d ,  
a n d  g r in n e d  w h e n  th e  b la c k  m a d e  a n  
o k a s  c i r c l e  sv ith  th u m b  a n d  f o re f in g e r .

“ L e t ’s g o ! ” th e  b o ss y e lle d , a n d  m e n  
b e g a n  to  w o rk .

AI R  s c r e a m e d  a  d u l l  b ass  r o a r  to  
L th e i r  e f f o r t ,  g iv in g  it a  s t r a n g e  
w e ir d  r h y t h m , p r e s s in g  a g a in s t  th e  

h o g g e r s  w ith  a  s o lid  f o r c e  lik e  th e  
w e ig h t  o f  w a t e r  d e e p  in  a  p o o l .  F o g -  
v a p o r  s w ir le d  la z ily , tw is te d  b y  u n s e e n  
c u r r e n ts ,  b l o t t i n g  o u t  th e  m e n , th e n  
s h if t in g  a n d  r e v e a l in g  th e m  in  th e ir  
s w e a tin g  la b o r s .  I t  w a s  a m a n -m a d e  
h e ll  o f  s tif lin g , b l in d in g  h e a t  a n d  p r e s 
s u r e , a  h e l l  w h e r e  h u lk in g , s w e a tin g  
d e v ils  to i le d  to  b u i ld  a  tu n n e l  th r o u g h  
w h ic h  p e o p le  w o u ld  s o m e  d a y  tr a v e l  
in  c o m f o r t .

M u c k -c a r s  c a m e  s n a k in g  in  a n d  o u t  
o f  th e  h e a d in g , th e  m u c k e r s  f illin g



“You yellow rat!” . . . Angel hit him with deadly power; the Doctor slumped
against the wall.

th e i r  in s a t ia b le  m a w s  w i th  s w in g in g  
l ifts  o f  s h o v e ls , m u s c le s  l i f te d  in  b o ld  
r e l ie f  w ith  e a c h  m o v e m e n t .  W r e n c h e s  
c la n g e d  o n  i r o n  p la te s ,  a s  th e  i r o n  
g a n g  la id  th e  s ca le s  o f  th e  m a n -m a d e  
m o n s te r  b o r i n g  th r o u g h  th e  e a r t h .

A n g e l  c a u g h t  u p  h is  s h o v e l, g r i n 
n in g  a t  L u ig i ,  h is  p a r t n e r ,  a n d  th e  
m u s c le s  t ig h te n e d  in  h is  w id e  b a c k  as  
h e  b e g a n  to  w o rk . H e  s w u n g  h is  
w e ig h t  in to  e a c h  s t r o k e , m o v in g  w i th  
in s t in c t iv e  e a s e , th e  b la d e  s l ic in g  
c le a n l y ,  th r o w in g  th e  s a n d y  m u c k  
d o w n  p a s t  h is  fe e t to  th e  m u c k e r s .  
H is  c u t  m a d e , h e  f a c e d  th e  s la s h  w ith  
b o a rd s , p a c k in g  th e  e d g e s  w i th  h a y ,  
t i g h t e n in g  a l l  w ith  a  s c r e w -ja c k .

T h e  n o is e  o f  th e  tu n n e l  w a s  a  b a c k 
g r o u n d  f o r  h is  s t r e n g t h ,  r o a r i n g  a t  h is  
e a r s ,  b u t  a lm o s t  u n h e a r d ,  s o  a c c u s 
to m e d  h a d  th e  y e a rs  m a d e  h i m  to  it . 
O t h e r  s o u n d s  c a m e  th r o u g h —th e  d u l l ,  
m o n o to n o u s  s in g in g  o f  th e  b la c k  in  
P o c k e t  T h r e e ,  th e  c l a t t e r  o f  th e  m u c k -  
c a r  ju s t  c o m in g  to  r e s t .  H e  s w u n g  
a b o u t  n o w  a n d  th e n , u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  
c h e c k in g  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  f a c e ,  th e n  
b e n t  a g a in  to  h is  ta sk .

H e  w ip e d  th e  s w e a t f r o m  h is  f a c e ,  
g r in n e d  a t  h is  p a r t n e r ,  w o rk e d  a g a in .  
T h e r e  w as  s o m e th in g  g o o d  in  s u c h  
l a b o r ;  it m a d e  a  m a n  fee l t h a t  h e  w a s  
a c c o m p lis h i n g  s o m e th in g  in  th e  b u i ld 
in g  o f  a w o rld . H e  c o u ld  n o t  th in k  
o f  a n y th i n g  e lse  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  c h o s e n  
a s  h is  life .

H e  h u m m e d  as h e  w o r k e d , s la s h in g  
w ith  th e  s h o v e l, f a c in g  a n d  ja c k i n g

b o a r d s  in t o  p l a t e ,  d o in g  e a c h  th in g  
w ith  p r e c is e  in f in ite  s k il l .  H e  c o u ld  
h a v e  w o rk e d  b l in d , h is  f in g e rs  a n d  
n e rv e s  te l l in g  h i m  th e  th in g s  to  d o .  
A n d  a r o u n d  h im  m e n  w o r k e d  w ith  
th e  s a m e  s p e e d  a n d  a b i l i t y ,  a  te a m  o f  
b ig -c h e s te d  s w e a tin g  g i a n ts ,  c h a l l e n g 
in g  th e  e a r t h  w i th  th e i r  l a u g h i n g  
s t r e n g t h .  . . .

A n d  th e n  c a m e  t h a t  e e r ie  w h is tl in g ,  
k e e n in g  a  d i r g e  t o  th e  h o g g e r s , r is in g  
to  a  c r e s c e n d o  o f  s o u n d  w h ic h  to r e  a t  
e v e r - ta u t  n e r v e s  w i th  p l u c k in g  icy  
f in g e rs .

"Blow!” s o m e b o d y  s c r e a m e d . “It’s 
a blow!”

“ D e a r  M o t h e r  o f  G o d !” T o n y  A n 
g e lo  w h is p e r e d , a n d  tu r n e d .

TH E  c r y  s p r e a d  lik e  f la m e  in  g ra s s , 
b la n c h e d  fa c e s , c a u g h t  m e n  in  

m id -s t r id e  a n d  s e n t  th e m  h u r t l i n g  
d o w n  th e  tu n n e l  to w a r d  th e  b u lk h e a d .  
F e a r  r o s e  a n d  h e ld  th e  m e n  in  t h r a l l ,  
t o u c h in g  a l l ,  b u i ld in g  u n t i l  p a n ic  la y  
b u t  s e c o n d s  a w a y .

A n g e l  s tp i ir m e d  a lo n g  th e  p l a t f o r m ,  
s a w  t h a t  P o c k e t  T h r e e  h a d  b lo w n ;  
s a n d  w a s  p i l in g  a b o u t  th e  f e e t  o f  th e  
N e g r o  in  th e  p o c k e t .  I t  w a s  m e l t in g  
f r o m  th e  fa c e  lik e  d u s t  b e f o r e  w in d ,  
s l id in g  d i r t y  a n d  g r a y -b r o w n , f a d in g  
w ith  f a n ta s t i c  s p e e d , w h ile  a  w h ir l in g  
v a c u u m  b o r e d  a  h o le  in  th e  f a c e .

T h e  N e g r o  f o u g h t  th e  b lo w , w h ite  
te e th  c la m p e d  t i g h t  in  h is  s w e a tin g  
f a c e , t h r u s t in g  h a y  a n d  b o a r d s  in to  
th e  s u c k in g  m a w , t r y in g  to  s te m  th e  
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g u s h in g  a i r .  T h e  a i r  s c r e a m e d  in  a  
d r u n k e n  s a r a b a n d  o f  h o r r o r ,  in  th e  
k e e n in g  p i tc h  o n ly  tu n n e ls  k n e w . I t  
s u r g e d  in to  th e  f a c e ’s b r e a k , th ic k e n 
in g  lik e  m ilk  th r o u g h  th e  tu n n e l  f r o m  
lo w e r in g  p r e s s u re .

“Run for it!” s o m e b o d y  b e llo w e d ,  
a n d  o t h e r  m e n  s l ip p e d  f ro m  th e  f a c e ,  
le a v in g  A n g e l  a n d  th e  N e g r o  t o  fig h t  
a lo n e .

A n g e l  g r in n e d  a t  th e  b la c k , a n d  th e y  
m o v e d  in  c lo s e  u n is o n , a i r  p i l in g  
a g a i n s t  s w e a ty  b a c k s , tu g g in g  a t  th e m ,  
d r a w i n g  th e m  i n to  th e  f a c e . T h e y  
p u lle d  a g a i n s t  th e  s u c t io n ,  f e d  b a g s  
o f  h a y  a n d  flim sy  b o a r d s  to  its  h u n g e r .

M u s c le s  l i f te d  in  b o ld  r e l ie f  a s  th e y  
w o r k e d , a n d  th e r e  w a s  a  s t r e n g t h  in  
th e m  th a t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  d e n ie d . O n  
th e m  r e s te d  th e  liv e s  o f  th e  tu n n e l  
c r e w ; o n  th e i r  p u n y  e ffo r ts  la y  th e  re s 
p i te  th e  o t h e r s  n e e d e d  to  g a in  th e  
s a fe ty  o f  th e  e s c a p e -lo c k .

“ H o ! ” A n g e l b e l lo w e d  h is  b a t t le  
c r y , c a u g h t  u p  le a n in g  b o a r d s .

T h e y  s h r iv e le d  a n d  f a d e d  lik e  s u g a r  
in  w a t e r ,  v a n is h e d  in to  th e  w h ir lp o o l  
s p r e a d in g  o v e r  th e  f a c e . B a g s  h e ld  
m o m e n ta r i ly ,  th e n  s u c k e d  w ith  fluid  
s p e e d  in to  th e  r u p t u r e d  f a c e , v a n is h 
in g  in s ta n tly .  A i r  r o a r e d  a n d  c la m 
o r e d  f o r  th e i r  liv e s , a n d  th e y  s tr u g g le d  
l ik e  th e  g i a n ts  th e y  w e r e , f ig h tin g  a  
lo s in g  b a t t le .  T h i c k  m u r k  m o v e d  
p a s t  th e m  in to  th e  tu n n e l  lik e  d i r ty  
m u s h , s p r e a d in g , u t t e r l y  d a n g e r o u s .

“ H o ld  i t ! ”  A n g e l  c r ie d , a n d  d r o p p e d  
to  th e  flo o r .



H e  s w u n g  s ta c k e d  b o a r d s , b a g s  o f  
h a y , h a m m e r s , w r e n c h e s  a n d  p ick s  in to  
e a g e r  h a n d s . T h e  N e g r o  h a d  b u t  to  
lilt th e m , a n ti th e y  w e r e  s n a tc h e d  
a w a y  in s ta n tly ,  th e  s u c k in g  s a n d y  
m o u t h  p o u t i n g  f o r  m o r e .

A n d  th e n  th e  b o a r d s  a n d  to o ls  w e r e  
g o n e : th e  a i r  w as s c r e a m in g  less  in 
s a n e ly  n o w , f o r  th e  p r e s s u r e  w a s  lo w e r ,  
a n d  th e  m u c k  p i le d  e v e r  f a s te r .

“ R u n ! ” th e  N e g r o  b e l lo w e d , a n d  
b e g a n  to  la u g h . “ I ’ll  h o ld  i t  b a c k  t i ll  
v o u  g e t  f r e e .”

AN G E L  la u g h e d  th e n ,  la u g h e d  d e e p  
l in  h is  h e a r t  a n d  c h e s t . T h i s  w a s  

h is  fig h t, h is  l i fe , a n d  n o  r iv e r  o n  
e a r t h  c o u ld  w h ip  h i m  w h ile  h e  s til l  
b r e a th e d . T u r n i n g ,  h e  to o k  th r e e  
lo n g  s lo g g in g  s tr id e s  th r o u g h  th e  
m u c k , c a u g h t  a t  th e  first e m p ty  m u c k -  
c a r .

T h r e e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  i t  w e ig h e d ,  
a n d  few  m e n  c o u ld  h a v e  l i f te d  it . 
A n g e l b e n t ,  b r a c e d  h is  le g s , c a u g h t  a t  
i h e  ru s ty  m e ta l .  H e  f o u g h t  th e  d e a d  
w e ig h t , fe lt i t  s t i r  b e n e a th  h is  s t r e n g t h ;  
th e n  m u s c le s  lo c k e d  in  h is  b a c k  a n d  
th ig h s , a n d  h e  h e a v e d  w i th  t i ta n i c  
s t r e n g th .

T h e  m u c k -c a r  l i f te d , b a l a n c e d ,  a n d  
h e  s ta g g e re d  w i th  i t  to w a r d  th e  f a c e .  
S tr a in  b u lg e d  h is  ey es , a n d  h e  w a s  
h a lf -b lin d , b u t  th e  l a u g h t e r  b u b b le d  
d e e p  in s id e . I f  h e  l iv e d , a n d  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  d o , th is  w o u ld  b e  a  s to r y  to  to p  
a ll  s to r ie s .

H e  a lm o s t  fe ll , a n d  a  p r a y e r  d r i f te d  
f ro m  h is  h e a r t .  T h e n  h e  w e n t  s ta g 
g e r in g  o n w a r d , b e n t  b e n e a th  th e  
w e ig h t , r a l ly in g  h is  s t r e n g th  f o r  th e  
fin al e f fo r t.

H e  w a s  a d i r t y  s w e a ty  g i a n t  th e n ,  
a n d  h is  s t r e n g t h  w a s  h is  o n ly  h o p e .  
S tr a in in g , m u s c le s  c r e a k in g  w ith  
s tr a in , h e  l i f te d  th e  c a r ,  c a u g h t  h is  
b r e a th , th e n  h u r l e d  th e  w e ig h t  u p 
w a r d .

A ir  c a u g h t  it ,  s u c k e d  a t  i t ,  a n d  w ith  
th e  n a t u r a l  im p e tu s , p u l le d  i t  so d -  
d e n ly  in to  th e  b r e a k . I t  s tu c k , h o ld 
in g , . .s lip p in g  a  l i t t le ,  th e n  s e tt le d  
so lid ly . W i t h o u t  w a i t in g  to  see  th e  
e ffe c t, A n g e l w h ir le d , s ta g g e r e d  to w a r d  
th e  h a y  a n d  b o a r d s  f a r th e r  b a c k  d o w n  
th e  tu n n e l .

B u t th e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  o f  h is  m o v in g  
n o w . M e n  w e r e  s p il l in g  b a c k  in to  
th e  h e a d in g , c a r r y in g  th e  m a t e r i a l  th e y  
n e e d e d  to  s to p  th e  b lo w . T h e y  w o r k e d  
in c r e d ib ly  fa s t , p a c k in g  th e  f a c e ;  a n d  
s lo w ly  p r e s s u re  b e g a n  t o  b u i ld  a g a i n .

A n d  th e n  th e  a i r  h a d  s to p p e d  its  
a b n o r m a l  s c r e a m in g , a n d  o n ly  th e  
p u ls in g  w a il  o f  its  n a t u r a l  flow  f ro m  
th e  b la c k  p ip e s  w a s  to  b e  h e a r d .

A n g e l le a n e d  a g a in s t  th e  w a l l ,  u t 
te r ly  d r a in e d  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  g a s p in g  f o r  
b r e a th .  A ir  w a s  lik e  f la m e  in  h is  
lu n g s , a n d  h is  m o u t h  w a s  d r y . H e  
su ck e d  in  b r e a th ,  f ig h tin g  a w a y  a  
w a v e  o f  f a in tn e s s .

D im ly  h e  saw  th a t  m e n  w e r e  g a t h 
e r e d  a b o u t  th e  N e g r o ,  a n d  w a lk e d

th e ir  w a y , le g s  w id e  a p a r t  f o r  s u p p o r t .  
C r o w d i n g  th r o u g h  s w e a ty  s h o u ld e rs ,  
h e  g a g g e d  a  b i t ,  s e e in g  th e  g a p in g  
w o u n d  in  th e  b l a c k ’s b e lly .

“ G e t  th e  D o c ,” s o m e b o d y  s a id ; a n d  
A n g e l  w e n t  p h y s ic a l ly  i l l .  . . . D o c t o r  
B a r l a n d  w o u l d n 't  c o m e ; h e  w o u ld n ’t 
s te p  in t o  a  tu n n e l .

“ P i c k  h i m  u p ,”  A n g e l  y e l le d .  
“ W e ’r e  ta k in g  h i m  o u t .”

H a n d s  c a u g h t  a t  th e  N e g r o ,  a n d  h e  
s c r e a m e d  o n c e ,  th e n  f a in t e d .  H e  w as  
l ik e  a  f lo p p in g  b a g  o f  h a y  a s  th e y  
c a r r i e d  h i m  to  th e  m a n -l o c k .  B e 
h in d , th e  w o rk  o f  c l e a n i n g  u p  h a d  
a lr e a d y  s ta r te d .

“ D e c o m p r e s s  f a s t i ”  A n g e l  s n a r le d  
a t  th e  lo c k te n d e r ,  s la m m e d  th e  in n e r  
lo c k , d o g g e d  i t  s h u t .

“ L i s t e n ,  A n g e l ,”  th e  lo c k t e n d e r  s a id ,  
w h ite - f a c e d , “ th e r e ’s th e  b e n d s —”

“ F a s t ,  G o d  d a m n  i t ! ”  A n g e l  s a id  
h o a r s e ly . . . .

“ P u t  h i m  d o w n  th e r e ,”  D o c t o r  R o b 
e r t  B a r l a n d  s a id , i n d ic a te d  a  ta b le .

A n g e l  h e lp e d  p la c e  th e  r u p t u r e d  
b o d y  o f  th e  N e g r o  o n  th e  p o r c e la in  
t a b le ,  s te p p e d  b a c k . N i n a ,  u n i f o r m  
r u s t l i n g  stiffly, p re s s e d  f o r w a r d ,  w h ile  
th e  D o c t o r  b e n t  a t  h is  ta s k . T h e  
p u n g e n t  s m e ll  o f  d is i n f e c t a n ts  la y  lik e  
a  p a l l  o v e r  th e  r o o m , a n d  th e  c a se s  o f  
in s t r u m e n ts  a n d  m e d ic in e s  w e r e  c h i l l 
in g  to  see .

“ W h a t  h a p p e n e d ? ”  D o c t o r  B a r l a n d
a s k e d .

“ B lo w ,” A n g e l  s a id  s u c c in c t ly .  " W e  
s to p p e d  i t .  B i l l  g o t  h u r t  s o m e  w a y ;  
I d i d n ’ t  see  i t .  Is  h e  b a d ? ”

“ B a d  e n o u g h .”  B a r l a n d  f ille d  a  
h y p o d e r m ic ,  t i l t e d  it , le t  a  d r o p  o f  
f lu id  b r e a k  f r e e .  “ T h e  m a n  m a y  d i e ,”  
h e  f in ish e d  u n e m o t io n a l l y .

N i n a  f la sh e d  o n e  g l a n c e  a t  h im ,  
th e n  tu r n e d  h e r  f a c e  a w a y . T h e  sa n d -  
h o g s  in  th e  d o o r w a y ,  s t i l l  m u c k y  f ro m  
th e  tu n n e l ,  s h if te d  u n e a s ily .  A n g e l  
n o d d e d , f e e lin g  th e  h e a d a c h e  s w e ll in g  
in  h is  s k u ll.

“ I  f ig u re d  a s  m u c h ,”  h e  s a id .  
“ T h a t ’s w h y  I  b r o u g h t  h im  o u t .”

H e  s h if te d  a  b i t ,  w e a r in e s s  s a p p in g  
h is  s t r e n g t h .

“ I  d i d n ’ t f ig u re  y o u ’d  c o m e  d o w n ,”  
h e  s a id  f la tly .

D o c t o r  B a r l a n d ’s h a n d  s h o o k  f o r  a  
m o m e n t ,  th e n  s te a d ie d . A  flu sh  c r e p t  
u p w a r d  f r o m  h is  c o l l a r ,  th e n  s lo w ly  
f a d e d .

“ I  s e e ,”  h e  s a id .
H e  u s e d  th e  h y p o d e r m ic ,  th e n  

f r o w n e d  in  s u d d e n  t h o u g h t .  “ D id  
y o u  w a i t  o u t  d e c o m p r e s s io n ? ”  h e  f in 
ish e d .

“ N o ,”  A n g e l  s a id , a n d  f e l t  th e  firs t  
th r e a d s  o f  a g o n y  ty in g  a b o u t  h is  
n e rv e s .

D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  s h iv e r e d , s ta r e d  w i th  
b l in d  e y e s  a t  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  m a n  o n  
th e  ta b le ,  th e n  lo o k e d  a t  th e  m e n  in  
th e  d o o r w a y .

“ G e t  b a c k  to  th e  t u n n e l ,” h e  o r 
d e r e d  c r is p ly . “ T a k e  c o m p r e s s io n  
f a s t .”

“ Y e s  s i r ,”  o n e  s a id , a n d  th e  d o o r w a y  
w a s  e m p ty , th e  c l a t t e r  o l b o o ts  f lo a tin g  
b a c k  f r o m  th e  h a l l .

“ B o b !”  N i n a  s a id , h e r  h a n d  o n  th e  
N e g r o ’s p u ls e .  “ H e ’ll  d ie ,  o p e r a t io n  
o r  n o t ,  i f  th e  b e n d s  g e t  h i m .”

“ I  k n o w ,” B a r l a n d  s a id .
“ G o n n a  le t  h im  d ie ,  -D o c ? ” A n g e l  

s a id . “ M a y b e  w e  s h o u ld  g o  b a c k  
d o w n  in  th e  t u n n e l ;  a t  le a s t  h e  w o n ’t 
d ie  o f  th e  b e n d s  th e r e .”

D o c t o r  R o b e r t  B a r l a n d  s t r a i g h t 
e n e d , a n d  p u r p o s e  la y  in  th e  p la n e s  
o f  h is  fa c e . P e r s p i r a t i o n  b e a d e d  his  
f o r e h e a d ,  b u t  h is  to n e  w a s  u n h u r r ie d .

" W e ’ll u s e  th e  p r e s s u r e  c a is s o n ,” h e  
s a id . “ N i n a ,  b r in g  w h a t ’s n e e d e d ; A n 
g e l , g iv e  m e  a  h a n d .”

A n g e l  w as  s w e a t in g  n o w , f e e lin g  th e  
first e x c r u c i a t i n g  k n o ts  g a t h e r in g  in  
h is  b o d y . O n c e  b e f o r e  h a d  h e  fe lt  
th e  b e n d s , a n d  h e  k n e w  n o  m a n  a liv e  
c o u l d  s ta n d  u p  to  th e  in to l e r a b le  
a g o n ie s .  H is  ey e s  w e r e  g la z e d  a  b it  
w i th  p a i n  as  h e  s te p p e d  f o r w a r d ,  
h e lp e d  lif t  th e  w o u n d e d  m a n .

T h e y  w e n t  f a s t  n o w , g o in g  d o w n  a 
s id e  h a l l ,  in to  th e  r o o m  w h e r e  th e  d e 
c o m p r e s s io n  ta n k  s to o d . L i k e  a  s te a m  
b o i le r  i t  w a s , b u t  p a i n te d  w h ite  a n d  
s te r i le ,  w i th  h e a v y  g la ss  p o r ts  in se t in  
th e  d o o r  a n d  s id e s . V a lv e s  a n d  p ip e s  
m a r k e d  o n e  e n d , w i th  d u p l i c a t e  c o n 
tr o ls  in s id e . I t  w a s  h e r e  t h a t  m e n  to o k  
c o m p r e s s io n  a g a in  w h e n  th e  ca is so n  
d ise a s e  s t r u c k  th e m  d o w n .

T h e y  e n t e r e d ,  la id  th e  N e g r o  o n  a  
h ig h  b e n c h ;  a n d  a  s e c o n d  l a t e r ,  N in a  
r o l le d  in  a n  i n s t r u m e n t - t a b le .  A n g e l  
b i t  h is  lip s  to  k e e p  f r o m  c r y in g  o u t ,  
s lu m p e d  to  a  b e n c h .  E v e r y  n e r v e  a n d  
m u s c le  w a s  a f ire  n o w , a n d  h e  c o u ld  
b a r e ly  m o v e .

T h e  D o c t o r  c lo s e d  th e  d o o r ,  tw is te d  
a  v a lv e . A i r  p o u n d e d  in to  th e  h u g e  
c y l i n d e r ,  b u i l t  p r e s s u r e . H e a t  b u r 
g e o n e d . B a r l a n d  w a t c h e d  th e  v a lv e ,  
lip s  w h ite ,  c lo s e d  it w h e n  th e  p r e s s u re  
w a s  e q u a l  to  th a t  in  th e  tu n n e l .

" Y o u  a ll  r i g h t  n o w ? ”  h e  a s k e d  th e  
s a n d h o g , a n d  A n g e l  n o d d e d , fe e lin g  
r e l ie f  s te a l i n g  t h r o u g h  h is  g r e a t  b o d y .

T h e n  th e  D o c t o r  tu r n e d  a w a y ,  
d ip p e d  h is  h a n d s  in to  a  b o w l o f  d is 
in f e c ta n t .  N i n a  o ffe re d  a  s h in in g  
s c a lp e l ,  a n d  b o th  b e g a n  to  w o rk .

A n g e l  w a tc h e d , f a s c in a te d  a n d  r e 
p e l le d . D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  h a d  h e a v y  
m u s c u la r  h a n d s  lik e  h is  o w n ; y e t  th e y  
m o v e d  w ith  a  d e l ic a c y  o f  p u rp o s e  
w h ic h  e v e n  N i n a ’s c o u ld  n o t  m a tc h .  
E a c h  f in g e r  h a d  a n  e y e , s o  s u r e ly  d id  
e a c h  m o v e , a n d  n e v e r  w as  th e r e  a w a s t
e d  m o t io n .

IT  w a s  ja c k k n i f e  s u r g e r y , d o n e  u n 
d e r  b a d  c o n d i t i o n s ;  y e t  th e r e  w as  

n o  f a l te r in g ,  n o  f a ls e  m o v e . C r im s o n  
s ta in e d  t,he i n s t r u m e n ts  a n d  p a d s  
to u c h e d  th e  s u r g e o n ’s h a n d s  a n d  a r m s .

A n g e l  lo o k e d  a w a y . T h e r e  w as  
s o m e th in g  h e r e  b e y o n d  h im , s o m e 
th in g  h e  c o u ld  n o t  e x p l a i n  to  h im s e lf .  
H e  h a d  t h o u g h t  s t r e n g t h  th e  p r im e
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They struggled like the giants they were, fighting a losing battle.

r e q u is i te  f o r  a  m a n ; y e t  th is  w a s  a  
g e n tle n e s s  t h a t  w as a lm o s t  f e m in in e ,  
a n d  h e  se n se d  th a t  h e  c o u ld  b e  w r o n g .

T h e  d u ll  p a in  g o n e  f r o m  h is  b o d y ,  
h e  m o v e d  to  th e  v a lv e , b e g a n  b le e d -  
n g  th e  ta n k . S lo w ly  th e  p r e s s u r e  w e n t  

d o w n , u n t i l  a t  la s t it w as o f  n o r m a l  
w e ig h t . S ta n d in g  b e s id e  th e  d o o r ,  
h e  w a tc h e d  th e  s u r g e o n  f in ish  th e  jo b .

A n d  th e n  th e  D o c t o r  w a s  th r o u g h ,  
s a g g in g  o n to  a b e n c h , l i f t i n g  h a g g a r d  
ey es to  A n g e l. H is  fa c e  w as  w h ite ,  
a n d  h is  h a n d s  tr e m b le d .

" H e ’ll liv e  u n t i l  c o m p e te n t  h e lp  c a n  
b e  o b ta in e d ,” h e  sa id  s lo w ly . “ I ’v e  
d o n e  w h a t  I c a n  h e r e .”

N i n a  s ig h e d  t i r e d ly , r in s e d  h e r  
h a n d s . T e a r s  w e re  u n s h e d  in  h e r  ey e s . 
S h e  sa t b e s id e  th e  D o c t o r ,  le a n e d  
a g a in s t  th e  w a ll.

T h e n  B a r l a n d  w a s  o n  h is  fe e t, s ta lk 
in g  A n g e l. H e  c a m e  f o r w a r d  s lo w ly ,  
lin e s  e tc h e d  a b o u t  h is  m o u t h ,  ey es  
h a lf -c lo s e d . H e  w a s  w i th in  a  y a r d  o f  
A n g e l b e f o r e  h e  sp o k e .

" I  o w e  y o u  th is ,”  h e  s a id , a n d  th r e w  
h is  fist lik e  a  r o c k e t .

A n g e l to o k  th e  b lo w , r o c k e d  u n d e r  
it ,  th e n  c a u g h t  th e  s e c o n d  in  h is  h a n d .  
H is  o w n  r ig h t  fist c o c k e d , th e n  s a g g e d ;  
a n d  as  th o u g h  t h a t  w e r e  a  s ig n a l, th e  
D o c t o r  g a s p e d , d r o p p e d  as th o u g h  
s lu g g e d . . . .

" W h a t —w h a t  h a p p e n e d ? ” A n g e l  
a sk e d , s ta r in g  a t  th e  m a n  a t  h is  fe e t.

N i n a  s t r a ig h te n e d  f ro m  b e s id e  th e  
D o c t o r ,  h e r  to n e  e v e n  a n d  c o n t r o l le d .

" H i s  h e a r t ,”  sh e  s a id . “ H e  d i d n ’ t 
l ie ; h e  c a n ’t ta k e  h ig h  a i r . ”

Tony  A ngelo  p a c e d  th e  c o r r i d o r  o f  
th e  C ity  H o s p i ta l ,  f e e lin g  s tr a n g e ly  

o u t  o f  p la c e  in  th is  h o m e  o f  s ick n ess , 
s w e a tin g  in  th e  t i g h t  c o n fin e s  o f  a  
n e a t  s u it .  H e  w as f re s h ly  s h a v e d ,  
b la c k  h a i r  b r u s h e d  u n t i l  i t  g le a m e d  
b lu e -b la c k .

“ Y o u  c a n  g o  in  n o w ,”  th e  n u rs e  
s a id , a n d  h e  w e n t to w a r d  th e  d o o r  o f  
D o c t o r  B a r l a n d ’s r o o m .

S u n lig h t  p a t te r n e d  th e  f lo o r , a n d  
ro ses  m a d e  a  p in k  p a tc h  o f  b r ig h tn e s s  
o n  th e  s ta n d  b e s id e  th e  b e d . T h e r e  
w as a n  a i r  o f  s te r i l i ty  a b o u t  th e  r o o m .

“ C o m e  in , A n g e l ,”  D o c t o r  R o b e r t  
B a r l a n d  sa id .

A n g e l  s w a llo w e d , c a m e  to w a r d  th e  
b e d . H e  fe lt  a w k w a r d  a n d  h u g e  a n d  
ill a t  e a se . H is  v o ic e  r a s p e d  in  h is  
th r o a t ,  a n d  h e  sw a llo w e d , b e f o r e  tr y 
in g  a g a in  to  s p e a k .

" I ’m  s o r ry , D o c ,” h e  s a id ' a t  la s t.  
" I  w a s  w r o n g , a n d  I ’m  s o r ry  as  h e l l .” 
H e  flu sh ed  a t  th e  le v e l a p p r a is a l  in  
th e  o t h e r ’s ey es . " I  w a n t  y o u  to  k n o w  
t h a t .”

B a r l a n d  s m ile d  th e n , a n d  h is  te e th  
w e re  w h ite  in  th e  p a le n e s s  o f  h is  fa c e .

" F o r g e t  it ,  A n g e l ,” h e  s a id . “ I t ’s 
f o r g o t t e n .”

T o n y  A n g e lo  s h if te d  u n e a s ily , fa c e  
b u r n in g . “ I w as t r y in g  to  s h o w  y o u  
u p , I  th in k , b e f o r e  N i n a ,” h e  s a id . " I  
f ig u re d  y o u  w e re  b e a t in g  m y  tim e , so

I  t r ie d  to  s h o w  y o u  u p . I ’m  s o r ry  
a b o u t  th a t ,  t o o .”

“ S o  t h a t  w as i t ! ”  B a r l a n d  s a id .
A n g e l  tu r n e d  to  g o , h e s i ta te d  a t  th e  

d o o r . " I ' l l  d r o p  in  a g a in  l a t e r ,”  h e  
fin ish e d . " I  g u ess  I  a c te d  lik e  a lo u s e  
—b u t  h o n e s t ,  I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  r i g h t ."

" T h a n k s  f o r  te l l in g  m e , A n g e l ,”  
D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  s a id , a n d  f r ie n d lin e s s  
la y  d e e p  in  h is  eyes.

A n g e l c lo s e d  th e  d o o r ,  s to o d  s i le n tly  
in  th e  h a l l  f o r  a  s e c o n d , th e n  w e n t  
to w a r d  th e  e le v a to r s .  H e  f e l t  s t r a n g e 
ly  lo s t  a n d  u n c e r ta i n ,  a n d  y e t  a  sen se  
o f  g la d n e s s  w a s  in  h im  n o w .

H e  s te p p e d  in to  a  w a i t in g  e le v a to r ,  
saw  N in a  d o w n  th e  h a l l ,  o u ts id e  B a r -  
l a n d ’s r o o m , ju s t  b e f o r e  th e  d o o r  
c la n g e d  s h u t .  H is  m o b i le  m o u th  
tw is te d  in  a  w r y  s m ile , a n d  h e  w o n 
d e r e d  w h a t  th e  f u tu r e  w o u ld  b e  lik e  
w ith o u t  h e r  a t  h is  s id e .

T h e n  th e  e le v a to r  w as  a t  th e  g r o u n d  
f lo o r , a n d  h e  w a s  w a lk in g  to w a r d  th e  
e n t r a n c e .  S u n l ig h t  w as b r ig h t  o n  h is  
fa ce , a n d  h e  b l in k e d  a  b i t .

P e o p le  w a i te d  a t  th e  b u s  s to p , a n d  
h e  e a s e d  in to  th e  c r o w d , f u m b lin g  fo r  
h is  p ip e , s u c k in g  a b s e n tly  o n  th e  s te m .  
T h e r e  w as a  tu n n e l  b e in g  b o r e d  to  th e  
W e s t ,  h e  h a d  h e a r d ;  m a y b e  it  c o u ld  
u se  a  g o o d  m a n .

" E x c u s e  m e ,” th e  g i r l  sa id  a t  h is  
sid e .

" S u r e ,” h e  sa id  a u t o m a t ic a l ly ,  s ta r e d  
in c r e d u lo u s ly  a t  N i n a .  " W h a t  a r e  y o u  
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d o in g  h e r e ? ” h e  f in ish e d . “ I th o u g h t  
y o u  w e r e  in  th e  D o c ’s r o o m .”

“ I w a s ,” N i n a  a d m it te d ,  a n d  h e r  
b r o n z e  h a i r  h e ld  s p a r k s  o f  g o ld  f ro m  
th e  s u n lig h t .

" W e l l ? ”
" W e l l ! ”
“ W e l l ,  a r e  y o u —I  m e a n , is n ’t h e —”  

A n g e l  s o u g h t  f o r  w o rd s .
“ I w as s o r ry  f o r  h i m ,” N i n a  s a id .
" B u t  I  th o u g h t  h e —”
" H e  th in k s  I ’m  a  g o o d  n u r s e .”
T h e y  s to o d  s ile n t f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  

f e e lin g  th e  w o n d e r  b u ild  in  th e m .  
A n d  th e n  A n g e l h a d  c a u g h t  h e r  u p  in  
th e  c i r c l e  o f  h is  a r m s , w as la u g h in g  
in  g r e a t  g o o d  m e r r im e n t  a t  th e  s ta r 
tle d  c ro w d .

" I  lo v e  y o u , N i n a ,” h e  s a id . " W i l l  
y o u  m a r r y  m e .”

" O f  c o u r s e , y o u  d o p e ,” N in a  a n 
s w e re d .

A n d  th e n  th e  w o rld  w as f a r  aw a y ,  
a n d  th e y  w e r e  a lo n e —w h ile  traffic  
p a sse d , a n d  p e o p le  s m ile d  a t th e  s ig h t  
o f  a  g r e a t  g i a n t  o f  a m a n  k iss in g  th e  
p r e t ty  n u rs e  in  th e  c r is p  s ta r c h e d  u n i 
f o rm .

A n d  o v e r h e a d , w a tc h in g  f ro m  th e  
w in d o w , D o c t o r  B a r l a n d  s ig h e d . I t  
m u s t  b e  w o n d e r f u l ,  b e in g  lik e  th a t .  
S o m e  d a y  h is  c h a n c e  w o u ld  c o m e . H e  
h o p e d , a  b i t  w is tfu lly , th e  g i r l  f o r  h im  
w o u ld  h a v e  b r o n z e  h a i r  a n d  th e  s l ig h t 
est o f  d im p le s  a t  th e  c o r n e r  o f  h e r  
m o u t h .
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B u in  AT NI&HT  - 

UNoen FUZE ->* 8 HouK!: '■ J e" 
MAR. 2>URW, GteMÂ JV- (ev"T 
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IT  w a s  n d a y  th e  s h ip  s a i le d , a t  
d r e a r 'u i i z z l y  d a w n in g —th e  s e a  
h i t te r  c o ld , lo n e  b e y o n d  a ll  te l l 
in g  to  a  y o u n g  la d . T h e r e  w e r e  

tw o  o f  us in  th e  a p p r e n t i c e s ’ h a l f d e c k ,  
e a c h  g r e e n  as th e  g ra s se s  o f  la n d .

T h e  m a te  w as  a  s i le n t  l i t t l e  m a n ,  
h is  e x p r e s s io n  n e i th e r  f r ie n d ly  n o r  u n 
f r ie n d ly ; s p e a k in g  o n ly  w h e n  s p e e c h  
w as c a lle d  f o r , a n d  th e n  g iv in g  o r d e r s  
th a t  b r o u g h t  in s t a n t  o b e d ie n c e  th o u g h  
in  h is  v o ic e  w a s  n o  h a r s h n e s s .  H e  
c a m e  to  m y  s id e  o n c e  w h e n  I  s to o d  a t  
th e  w h e e l, a n d  a f te r  m a y b e  a  h a l f  
h o u r  in  w h ic h  w a s  n o  s o u n d  s a v e  th e  
s e a ’s s la p  a n d  th e  n i g h t  w in d ’s m u r 
m u r , h e  sa id  in  a  lo w  v o ic e :  “ T h e  s e a ’s 
n o t  m u c h  o f  a  li fe  f o r  a n y  m a n . W h e n  
y o u ’v e  w ife  a n d  l i t t le  o n e  a s h o r e , i t ’s a  
h e l l  o f  a  l i f e .”  ’T w a s  th e  first t im e  
e v e r  h e  s p o k e  to  m e , e x c e p t  to  g iv e  a n  
o r d e r .  U n le s s  to  d o  so , h e  n e v e r  sp o k e  
to  m e  a g a in ,  sa v e  o n c e  o n ly , a n d  th a t  
u p o n  a  la t e r  v o y a g e .

T h e  s e c o n d  m a te  w a s  a  b ig  b lu s te r 
in g  fe llo w  w i th  th e  b u i ld  a n d  v o ic e  o f  
a  p r o u d  y o u n g  b u ll .  A ll  a n y o n e  e v e r  
h e a r d  f r o m  h im  w as  o r d e r s  g iv e n  
lo u d ly  in  a  to n e  o f  th r e a t ;  s a v e  th a t ,  
o n c e  in  a  w h ile ,  h e ’d  s a y —th e  s h ip  
m o tio n le s s  o n  a  f la t w in d le ss  s e a , in  
th e  n i g h t t im e  a lw a y s , w h e n  m y  c o m 
r a d e  o r  I  p a s s e d  h i m  o n  o u r  w a y  to  o r  
f r o m  th e  w h e e l :  " W h a t  w o u ld n ’ t  I  
g iv e  f o r  a  b o t t l e  o r  a  w o m a n !”

M y  c o m r a d e  a n d  I  w e r e  less lo n e  
th a n  th e  m a te s ,  w h o  a c c o r d i n g  to  sea  
c u s to m  m u s t  k e e p  th e i r  p la c e s  a p a r t  
f r o m  a p p r e n t ic e s ,  c re w , c a p t a i n ,  o r  
o n e  a n o th e r .  W e  h a d  e a c h  o t h e r .  A s  
f o r  th e  s e a m e n  w h o  d w e lt  in  th e  f o r e 
c a s t le , th e y  w e r e  h a r d e n e d  lo n g  s in c e  
to  th e  w ay s  o f  th e  s e a : r o u g h  in se n s i
tiv e  m e n  c o n t e n t  w i th  o n e  a n o t h e r ’s 
c o m p a n y  a n d , a t  th e  e n d  o f  a  v o y a g e ,  
tw o  o r  th r e e  d a y s  o f  c a r o u s a l  a n d  j o l 
lity  e r e  th e y  a g a in  f a r e d  f o r t h  t o  th e  
d e e p .

C a p t a in  G ib s o n  r e s e m b le d  a  s p h in x ,  
a n  a g in g  l io n , o r  lo r d ly  o ld  e a g le .  
W it h  h is  g r iz z le d  h a i r ,  le a n  f r a m e  a n d  
ey es lik e  g im le ts ,  h e  s e e m e d  as  th o u g h  
f o r e v e r  d r iv e n  b y  s o m e  s e c r e t  in n e r  
u r g e , d i s t in c t  a n d  a p a r t  f ro m  th e  e v e r 
p r e s e n t  u r g e n c y  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  h is  s h ip . 
T h e  first t im e  h e  sa w  m e  h e  lo o k e d  
r ig h t  th r o u g h  a n d  b e y o n d  m e , u n 
a w a r e  o f  m y  e x is te n c e .  O f  w h a t  u s e  a  
g r e e n  la d  o n  h is  s h ip ?  I n  th e  ta l e  o f  
his life  I  w as  o f  less im p o r ta n c e  th a n  
a  n e e d le s s  c o m m a  in s e r te d  b y  s o m e  
ca re le ss  g r a m m a r i a n .  F e a r in g ,  a n d  
b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r ,  h a t i n g  h im , w e  a w a rd -  

; e d  h im  th e  c o n t e m p t  o f  y o u th  im p a -  
j t i e n t  o f  a ll b e y o n d  its  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

O n  S u n d a y  e v e n in g ,  ju s t  b e f o r e  tw o  
b e lls —five o ’c lo c k  a n d  s a i lo r ’s s u p p e r 
t i m e —th e  C h in e s e  s te w a r d  a p p e a r e d  a t  
o u r  d o o r .  S e v e n  d a y s  f r o m  p o r t ,  e a c h  
d a y  o v e r c a s t ,  c o ld  a n d  s to r m y , o u r  
h a n d s  b l is te r e d  f r o m  h a u l in g  o n  w e t  
s a lty  r o p e s , o u r  l im b s  s o r e  f r o m  u n 
a c c u s to m e d  to i l ,  w e  w e r e  d is c o n s o la te  
b e y o n d  w o r d s , a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
s h ip ’s m e a g e r  f a r e ,  w e  w e r e  h u n g r y  as  
y o u n g  s h a r k s . A n d  n o w , s p e a k in g  
p id g in , th e  o ld  C h in e s e  to ld  u s b rie fly , 
t h a t  th e  c a p t a i n ’s w ife  w a n te d  o n e  o f  
u s a t  th e  c a b in  d o o r .

T h e  c a p t a i n ’s w if e —a  w o m a n
a b o a r d  th e  s h ip ! H e r e  w a s  a  th in g  
w e  h a d  n o t  d r e a m e d  o f . T h e r e  w a s , 
th e n , s o m e  te n d e r n e s s  u p o n  th e  u n 
k in d  s e a ! O u r  fa ce s  b r ig h te n e d ,  lo n e 
lin e s s  f o r g o t t e n .  W h i c h  s h o u ld  g o  to  
th e  c a b in  d o o r ?  T h e  m a t t e r  w a s  d e 
c id e d  b y  th e  to ss  o f  a  c o in .  W a l k i n g  
a f t  in  th e  w i n t r y  g l o o m , I  s a n g  a  l i l t  
o f  s o n g  to  m y s e lf .

T h e  c a b in  d o o r  o p e n e d  a t  th e  m o 
m e n t  I  c a m e  to  i t .  L a m p l i g h t  s h o n e  
o u t ,  d a z z l in g  m y  e x p e c t a n t  e y e s . T h e  
d a z z le  p a s s e d ; b e f o r e  m e  s to o d  a  
w o m a n : G r a y  f a c e ,  g r a y  h a i r  c lo s e -  
c r o p p e d ,  g r a y  e y e s  t h a t  s ta r e d  a t  m e  
f r o m  a b o v e  th i n  c o lo r le s s  l ip s . A  b o n y  
h a n d  s t r e t c h e d  to w a r d  m e ;  a  s m ile ,  so  
f a i n t  a s  s c a r c e  to  b e  a  s m ile —a n d  to  
m e , s e e m in g ly  s a t i r i c a l —c a m e  t o  a  
m o u t h  t h a t  r e m a in e d  c lo s e d . H o w  
w as I  to  k n o w  th e  s m ile  w a s  p i ty in g ?

“ T h a n k  y o u ,”  s a id  I ,  s in c e  s o m e 
th in g  m u s t ,  p r e s u m a b ly ,  b e  s a id . H e r  
a p p e a r a n c e  p r e c lu d e d  a n y  a t t e m p t  a t  
f u r t h e r  s p e e c h ; o r  so , a t  le a s t ,  I  
th o u g h t .  S h e  s te p p e d  b a c k ,  v o ic e le s s ,  
c lo s in g  th e  d o o r  o n  m e . I  w a s  a lo n e  
in  th e  w i n t r y  g l o o m , in  m y  h a n d  a  
t i n  p l a t e  o n  w h ic h  w e r e  tw o  d o u g h 
n u ts .  O n e  a p i e c e !  I  c o u l d  h a v e  
w o lfe d  a  d o z e n ! N o  s o n g  w a s  o n  m y  
lip s  a s  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  m y  c o m r a d e .

“ M a  G i b s o n ’s b o u n t y !”  I  s n e e r e d ,  
s e t t in g  th e  p l a te  d o w n . B la s p h e m in g ,  
w e  la u g h e d  th e  b i t t e r  l a u g h t e r  o f  
y o u th  d is i l lu s io n e d .

NE X T  d a w n in g ,  s e a  a n d  sk y  w e r e  
b l u e ,  s a v e  t h a t  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a  

p a t c h  o f  h a z e  h id  th e  w a t e r .  W i t h  
s u n r is e  th e  h a z e  c le a r e d .  H a l f  a  m ile  
a w a y , h e r  s a ils  s h in in g  in  th e  m o r n  
in g ’s b r ig h tn e s s ,  a  h ig h  w a v e  c u r l in g  
a t  h e r  p l u n g in g  c u t w a t e r ,  w a s  a n o t h e r  
s h ip  s a i l in g  a  c o u r s e  p a r a l l e l  to  o u r  
o w n . T h e  c a p t a i n  b e l lo w e d  a n  o r d e r .  
T h e  m a te s  r e p e a te d  i t .  T h e  c r e w  r a n  
t o  th e  r o p e s .

“Hi-lee! Haul-away—oh! Hi-lec-yo- 
ho-ho!” r o a r e d  th e  c h a n t e y m a n ,  a l l
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“Haul-away-oh!” roared the chan-

W K cat
h a n d s  h a u l i n g  to g e th e r  t o  th e  lo n g  
s o n g  o f  i t  as  w e  t i g h t e n e d  e v e r y  s h e e t,  
b r a c e ,  a n d  h a l y a r d .  T h r o u g h o u t  th e  
m o r n in g  th e  tw o  s h ip s  r a c e d ,  n e i th e r  
g a i n in g  a  f o o t  o n  h e r  r iv a l .

W h e n  I  to o k  th e  w h e e l a t  n o o n ,  
a n d  p r o u d  a s  a  y o u n g  c o c k e r e l ,  h e ld  
th e  r a c i n g  s h ip  o n  h e r  c o u r s e , th e  c a p 
ta i n ,  h is  w ife , a n d  th e  m a t e  w e r e  b e 
lo w  a t  d in n e r .

“ C a n  y e  h o ld  h e r ,  s o n ? ”  d e m a n d e d  
th e  s e c o n d  m a te .  E a g e r  h a n d s  o n  th e  
w h e e l sp o k e s , I  a s s u r e d  h i m  I c o u l d .  
“ S ee  y o u  d o , d a m n  y e !”  h e  g r u n te d ,  
a n d  s t r o d e  o ff. A w a r e  t h a t  h e  a n d  I 
w e r e  c o m r a d e s  in  th is  h ig h  h o u r ,  I  fe lt  
q u ic k  a f f e c t io n  f o r  th e  b l u s te r e r .



ley man, as we tightened every sheet, brace and halyard. Throughout the morning the two ships raced.
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A n d  th e n  M a  G ib s o n  a p p e a r e d ,  sa w  
m e , s w u n g  in s ta n t ly  a r o u n d ,  a n d  lo o k 
in g  b a c k  i n to  th e  c h a r th o u s e ,  c a l le d  in  
a  q u e s t io n in g , d o u b tf u l  v o ic e  to  th e  
c a p t a i n :  “ T h e r e ’s o n e  o f  th e  g r e e n  
b o y s  a t  th e  w h e e l !”

C a p t a in  G ib s o n  w a s  im m e d ia te l y  a t  
m y  s id e , h is  ey es f ix e d  n o w  o n  th e  
c o m p a s s , n o w  li f te d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  to  
w a tc h  o u r  s p e e d in g  r i v a l .  A f t e r  m a y 
b e  a  q u a r t e r  h o u r  o f  c o n s t a n t  w a t c h 
fu ln e ss  h e  g l a n c e d  a t  m e , m u t t e r e d  
a p p r o v in g ly , “ A ll  r i g h t ,  b o y ,”  a n d  
w a lk e d  a w a y , l e a v in g  h is  s h ip  in  m y  
c h a r g e .  B u t  t i ll  m y  t r i c k  w a s  o v e r ,  
th e  s e a  w ife  s to o d  c lo s e  b y , h e r  g r a y  
ey e s  w a t c h in g  e v e r y  m o v e  I  m a d e .  I

h a t e d  h e r ;  w h a t  b u s in e s s  w a s  it  o f  
h e rs ?  T h a t  s h e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  f o r  a  
m o m e n t  w h e n  I  le f t  th e  w h e e l ,  in  h e r  
ey e s  s o m e th i n g  o f  a p p r o v a l ,  m a d e  m e  
o n ly  d e te s t  h e r  th e  m o r e .

N e x t  d a y , o u r  r iv a l  o u t  o f  s ig h t  
a s te r n ,  w e  e n t e r e d  th e  r e g io n  o f  th e  
w a r m  t r a d e w in d . P a i n t - p o t s  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e i r  lo c k e r ;  s ta n d in g  
b e s id e  m e  o r  m y  c o m r a d e  w h ile  w e  
m i x e d  a n d  s t i r r e d  p a i n t  in  g r e a t  
d r u m s  to  b e  p u t  o n  b u lw a r k s , d e c k 
h o u s e s , m a s ts , b o a ts ,  a n d  h a t c h  c o a m 
in g s , th e  s e a  w ife  h a d  u s  c h a n g e  th e  
c o lo r s  a g a in  a n d  a g a i n  t i l l  e a c h  w a s  
p r e c is e ly  as  s h e  d e s ir e d . T h e  m a t e  
s e e m e d  t o  r e g a r d  h e r  as  e q u a l  c a p t a i n
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w i th  h e r  h u s b a n d ; th is  m a d e  u s  d e 
sp ise  h i m . W h e n  a t  t im e s  th e  s e c o n d  
m a t e  s c o w le d , w e  f e l t  k in s h ip  w ith  
h i m . H e a r i n g  th e  s e a m e n ’s c o a r s e  
je s ts , s p o k e n  w h e n  s h e  w a s  o u t  o f  
h e a r in g ,  w e  r e g a r d e d  th o s e  w a s tr e ls  
a s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  g a v e  th e m  o u r  a d 
m i r a t i o n .  T h a t  th e  c a p t a i n  a l lo w e d  
h e r  fu ll  f r e e d o m  in  g o v e r n in g  th e  
s h ip ’s a p p e a r a n c e  m a d e  u s  r e g a r d  h im  
a s  a n  o ld  f o o l . W h a t  r i g h t  h a d  th is  
n ig h  v o ic e le s s , f o r e v e r  w a t c h f u l ,  g r a y 
f a c e d  w o m a n  o f  th e  lo n e ly  s e a  to  d o m i 
n a t e  o u r  liv e s , t o  d i r e c t  o u r  la b o r s ?  
W h o  w a s  th e r e  t o  in f o r m  u s —a n d  h a d  
a n y o n e  d o n e  s o  w h a t  s h o u ld  w e  h a v e  
c a r e d ? —t h a t  s in c e  h e r  w e d d in g -d a y .



b e f o r e  e i t h e r  o f  u s  w e r e  b o r n , th e  s h ip  
h a d  b e e n  h e r  s o le  h o m e ?

W h e n  a n o t h e r  S u n d a y  c a m e , th e  
C h i n a m a n  a g a in  a p p e a r e d  a t  o u r  d o o r  
w ith  th e  s a m e  m e ss a g e . M y  c o m r a d e  
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  th e  c a b in  d o o r  w i th  
tw o  g i n g e r b r e a d  c o o k ie s . H o w  w 'ere  
w e to  k n o w  t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e  c a p t a i n  
n o r  h is  s e a  w ife  a te  a n y  m o r e  o f  th e  
w e e k ly  d a in t ie s  t h a n  d i d  w e  tw o ?  O r  
t h a t  n e i th e r  m a t e  w a s  s e rv e d  a n y th i n g  
b e y o n d  th e  p la in  f a r e  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  
o p u le n t  s h ip o w n e r  w h o s e  s e r v i to r s  w e  
a l l  w e re ?  U n a w a r e  t h a t  s in c e  g i r l 
h o o d  m a r r ia g e  th is  w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  
s a v in g  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  p e n n y  s o  t h a t  
w h e n  sh e  a n d  th e  lo v e r  o f  h e r  y o u th  
r e t i r e d  a t  lo n g  la s t  th e y  m i g h t  h a v e  
th e  h o m e  o f  th e i r  h e a r t ’s d e s ir e  u p o n  
th e  k in d ly  la n d ,  w e  d a m n e d  h e r  f o r  
p a r s im o n y , a b h o r r i n g  h e r  a s  a  c o ld -  
h e a r te d  s e a  w ife  in  w h o m  a l l  f e m in in 
ity  w a s  lo n g  s in c e  d e a d .

SO  i t  w a s  t i l l  w e  c a m e  t o  p o r t ,  a f te r  
n ig h  five m o n t h s  o u t  o f  s ig h t  o f  

l a n d :  S u n d a y  b y  S u n d a y , e i t h e r  tw o  
d o u g h n u ts  o r  tw o  g i n g e r b r e a d  c o o k ie s .  
A lw a y s , w h e th e r  th e  s h ip  s a i le d  b lu e  
w a te r s  b e n e a th  a  b lu e  sk y , o r  l a b o r e d  
in  te r r i f ic  seas  r a is e d  b y  th e  b a r b a r o u s  
g a le s  o f  ic y  la t i tu d e s ,  th e  s e a  w if e ’s 
w a tc h f u l  ey es w e r e  o n  a l l  th in g s .

I t  w as a  s m a ll  p o r t  to  w h ic h  w e  
c a m e : a  f is h in g -v illa g e  a t  th e  m o u t h  o f  
a  w id e  r iv e r  t h a t  f lo w e d  in to  th e  e n d  
o f  a  lo n g  s t r a i t .  W e  m o o r e d  th e  s h ip  
b e s id e  a  fish c a n n e r y  b u i l t  u p o n  p ile s  
s u n k  in  th e  m u d d y  b a n k . B e y o n d  th e  
v i l la g e  w e r e  g r e e n  e x p a n s e s  d o t te d  
w ith  c lu m p s  o f  s h a d y  tr e e s . W il lo w s  
g r e w  b e s id e  s m a ll  m e a n d e r in g  s tr e a m s .  
B ir d  s o n g  w a s  th e r e ,  f r o m  e a r ly  d a w n  
t i l l  p a s t  th e  e v e n in g ’s a f te r g lo w . C o t 
to n ta i l  r a b b i ts  d a r t e d ;  m u s k r a ts  s p o r t 
e d  a m o n g s t  r e e d s  a n d  w illo w  r o o ts .  
W h e n  a t  w o rk  in  th e  r ig g i n g ,  a n d  o n  
th e  s h ip ’s h ig h  m a s ts , w e  c o u l d  see  
h o rs e s  a n d  c a t t l e  g r a z in g  in  b e l ly  
d e e p  g ra s s  s p r in k le d  w i th  m a n y  b r ig h t  
w ild  flo w ers . I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  r e s t f u l  
la n d  f o r  th e  fe e t  o f  y o u n g  la d s  in  f r o m  
th e  s e a  to  w a n d e r  in  w h e n  w o r k  w a s  
d o n e .

M o s t o f  th e  v i l la g e  d w e llin g s  w e r e  
o ld  a n d  r a m s h a c k le ,  r e s e m b l in g  b a r n s  
r a t h e r  th a n  h o m e s  f o r  h u m a n  fo lk . 
T h e  C h in e s e  w h o  to i le d  in  th e  c a n 
n e r y  in h a b ite d  th e m . T h e  p l a c e  s ta n k  
o f  d e c a y in g  fish o ffa l d r o p p e d  th r o u g h  
h o le s  in  th e  c a n n e r y  f lo o r  to  th e  m u d  
b e lo w . O n ly  w h e n  o n e  w a s  w e l l  a w a y  
f ro m  th e  r i v e r  w a s  th e  a i r  f re e  f r o m  
t h a t  r e e k . T h e n ,  a t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  
s e t t le m e n t ,  n e a t  c o t ta g e s  s to o d  b e h in d  
p a in te d  p ic k e t  fe n c e s  w i th i n  w h ic h  
w e r e  g a r d e n s . F r a g r a n c e  o f  s to c k s ,  
c a r n a t io n s ,  h o n e y s u c k le ,  s w e e t p e a s ,  
ro s e s , a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  b lo o m s  f a m i l i a r  
to  u s  in  o u r  h o m e s  o n  th e  w o r l d ’s 
o t h e r  s id e , m a d e  th e  a i r  h e a v y  w i th  
sw e e tn e ss . H e r e  l iv e d  th e  w h ite  f o lk  
wrh o  m a n a g e d  th e  c a n n e r y ,  th e  f is h e r 
m e n  w h o  c a u g h t  th e  fish .

“ L o o k !  L o o k ! "  e x c l a i m e d  m y  c o m 
r a d e ,  o n  a  s u n s h in y  d a y  ju s t  a f t e r  w e  
c a m e  to  o u r  m o o r in g s ;  th e  tw o  o f  u s  
w 'ere a t  w o r k  o n  th e  m a in m a s t  h ig h  
a b o v e  th e  c a n n e r y  r o o f .  F o l lo w in g  
h is  p o i n t i n g  f in g e r , I  saw  th e  s e a  w ife  
b e n d i n g  a b o v e  th e  b lo s so m s  o f  a  g a r 
d e n  a t  th e ' e d g e  o f  th e  v i l la g e . T h e  
d o o r  o f  th e  c o t t a g e  b e f o r e  h e r  o p e n e d ;  
a  w o m a n  o f  th e  la n d  c a m e  o u t .  I n  a  
few  m in u te s  th e  s e a  w if e ’s a r m s  w e r e  
f u l l  o f  flo w e rs .

“ G e t  o n  w i ’ y e r  w o rk , y e  y o u n g  
d e v i l s !”  b a w le d  th e  s e c o n d  m a t e  f r o m  
th e  d e c k  a  h u n d r e d  a n d  s ix ty  fe e t  
b e lo w . W e  g a v e  n o  m o r e  th o u g h t  to  
th e  s e a  w ife  t i l l ,  as  w e  c a m e  d o w n  
f r o m  th e  m a s t ,  s h e  c a m e  o v e r  th e  
g a n g w a y  c lo s e  b y . L i f t i n g  h e r  f a c e  
f r o n t  th e  b lo o m s  in  h e r  a r m s , s h e  
r e g a r d e d  us w 'ith  s u c h  a  s m ile  a s  y o u ’d  
se e  o n  th e  f a c e  o f  a  c h i ld . T h e  c a b in  
d o o r  o p e n e d ;  th e  c a p ta i n  lo o k e d  o u t ,  
a n d  a t  o n c e  to  h is  f a c e  c a m e  a  s m ile  
s u c h  as- y o u ’d  see  o n  th e  f a c e  o f  a  
y o u n g  f e l lo w  c o u r t i n g  h is  s w e e th e a r t .  
A n d  w e , a s  th e y  w e n t  in to  th e  c a b in  
a n d  d o s e d  its  d o o r  b e h in d  th e m ,  
g r in n e d  o n e  a t  th e  o t h e r ,  d e r id in g  
th e m  f o r  a  p a i r  o f  o l d  s im p le to n s .  
“ S illy  o ld  f o o ls !”  s a id  I .  . . .

O n ly  o n  S u n d a y s  w e r e  w e  a b l e  to  
g o  f a r  f r o m  th e  s h ip . O n  a ll  o t h e r  
d a y s  d u s k  W'as f a l le n  b y  th e  t im e  th e  
d a y ’s w o r k  o f  a  s a i lo r  w a s  d o n e .  R i s 
in g  e a r ly  o n  t h a t  o n e  d a y  o f  f r e e d o m ,  
w e  w a lk e d  f a r  off i n to  th e  s w e e t g r e e n  
c o u n tr y ,  p u t  a s  m u c h  d is ta n c e  a s  p o s 
s ib le  b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  th e  s h ip  w h o s e  
s la v e s  w e  w e r e , a n d  r e t u r n e d  n o t  t i l l  
th e  sk y  w a s  s ta r -s p r in k le d .

I n  a  d a y  o v e r  th r e e  w e e k s , th e  l o a d 
in g  o f  th e  s h ip  w a s  f in ish e d . T h r e e  
S u n d a y s  h a d  b e e n  o u r s  to  r o a m  o n  th e  
la n d .  O n  a  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  th e  c a r 
p e n t e r  p u t  th e  h a t c h e s  o n  a n d  b a t 
te n e d  th e m  d o w n  r e a d y  f o r  s e a  a g a in .  
W e  w e r e  to  s t a r t  s e a w a r d  n e x t  d a y  a t  
n o o n , w h e n  th e  t i d e  w o u ld  b e  a t  f lo o d .  
F l a v in g  b a t t e n e d  th e  h a t c h e s ,  C h ip s  
w e n t i n to  h is  s h o p  a n d  h a m m e r e d  f a r  
in t o  th e  n i g h t .  H e ’d  b e e n  h a m m e r i n g  
a l l  d a y ;  w h y  m u s t  h e  d i s t u r b  u s  n o w  
■when d a y  w a s  lo n g  d o n e ?  C a l l i n g  
h i m  a n  o ld  b l a c k g u a r d ,  w e  p u l le d  o u r  
b la n k e ts  a b o u t  o u r  h e a d s , f o r g o t  h is  
d i n ,  a n d  f e ll  a s le e p . T o m o r r o w  w o u ld  
b e  o u r s  t i l l  n o o n ,  f o r  o n e  la s t  r a m b le  
in  th e  s w e e t g r e e n  c o u n tr y .

W e  w e r e  m is ta k e n . F a l l e n  la t e  t o  
s le e p , w e  w o k e  l a t e ,  a n d  w e r e  w a k e n e d  
b y  th e  m a t e  w h o  o r d e r e d  u s  t o  g o  to  
th e  c a r p e n t e r ’s s h o p  a n d  c a r r y  f r o m  i t  
t o  th e  s h ip ’s b r id g e  a  w o o d e n  f r a m e  
t h a t  C h ip s  h a d  c o m p le t e d  d u r i n g  th e  
n i g h t .  W h a t  th e  d e v il  c o u l d  th e  th in g  
b e , w e  a s k e d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n g e r e d  w i th  
th is  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  o u r  m o r n i n g ’s 
p l a n .

T h e  f r a m e  w a s  h e a v y . I t  to o k  a l l  
o u r  s t r e n g t h  t o  l i f t  i t .  T o  c a r r y  i t  u p  
th e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  la d d e r  to  th e  
b r id g e  c a l le d  f o r  o u r  u t m o s t  e f fo r t .  
A s w e  c a m e  to  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  la d d e r  
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M a  G ib s o n  a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  p o in t e d  
w i th  a n  e a g e r  g e s tu r e  t o  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
b r id g e . N o  m a t t e r  h o w  w i ld  th e  
w e a th e r ,  w e  h a d  n e v e r  k n o w n  h e r  to  
s h o w  th e  le a s t  t r a c e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  o r  
n e r v o u s n e s s  a t  s e a . N o w  i t  s e e m e d  as  
th o u g h  s h e  w e r e  a lm o s t  to o  e x c i t e d  f o r  
s p e e c h . W e  c a r r i e d  th e  f r a m e  to  th e  
e n d  o f  th e  b r id g e , s e t i t  d o w n , l i f te d  
i t ,  a n d  s e t  i t  d o w n  a g a i n ,  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r ,  t i l l  i t  s to o d  p r e c is e ly  w h e r e  sh e  
w is h e d  i t  to  b e . T h e n ,  t u r n in g  to  th e  
m a t e ,  s h e  s a id , “ A ll  r ig h t ,  M i s te r ,” 
a n d  w i th o u t  a n o t h e r  w o r d  w e n t  b e lo w  
to  th e  c a b in .

A n d  th e n , o n  o u r  la s t  m o r n in g  o f  
f r e e d o m , w e  m u s t  g e t  g u n n y -s a c k s  a n d  
g o  a s h o r e  a n d  fill th e m  w i th  p e b b le s !  
W e  m u s t  lu g  th e  p e b b le s  u p  to  th e  
b r id g e  a n d  e m p ty  th e m  i n to  th e  f ra m e .  
A n d  th e n  w e  m u s t  a g a in  g o  a s h o r e  
a n d  fill th e  s a ck s  w i th  e a r th ,  w h ic h  w e  
m u s t  lu g  t o  th e  b r id g e  a n d  e m p ty  
u p o n  th e  p e b b le s . S ix  t r ip s  w e  m a d e  
a s h o r e  f o r  e a r t h .  T h e n  a t  la s t  w e  
b r e a th e d  d e e p :  m o r n i n g  w as f a r  g o n e ,  
b u t  th e r e  w a s  s t i l l  t i m e  f o r  a  b r ie f  
w a lk  o u t  t o  th e  c o u n tr y .  B u t  a g a i n  
w e  w e r e  m is ta k e n .

O n c e  a g a in  w e  m u s t  ta k e  o u r  s a ck s  
a s h o r e , th is  t im e  o u t  b e y o n d  th e  e d g e  
o f  th e  v i l la g e  w h e r e  th e  h o rs e s  a n d  
c a t t l e  g r a z e d . W e  m u s t  fill o u r  sa ck s  
w ith  th e  d r o p p in g s  o f  a n im a ls !

T h e  s ig h t  o f  M a  G ib s o n  a p p r o a c h 
in g , w i th  a  s m ile  u p o n  h e r  g r a y  f a c e ,  
a s  w e  e m p t i e d  o u r  s a ck s ’ m a lo d o r o u s  
c o n t e n ts  i n to  th e  a c c u r s e d  f r a m e , f ille d  
o u r  y o u n g  s o u ls  w i th  f u r y  a n d  h a t e .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  t im e  le f t  in  w h ic h  to  g o  
a s h o r e .

FR O M  th e  b u lw a r k s  m y  c o m r a d e  
a n d  I  w a t c h e d  th e  c a p t a i n  a n d  

s e a  w ife  g o  i n to  a n d  c o m e  f r o m  th e ir  
c a b in ,  m a k in g  t r ip  a f t e r  t r ip .  E a c h  
t i m e  th e y  c a m e  f r o m  i t  th e y  b o r e  
p o t t e d  p l a n ts  in  th e i r  h a n d s . R e m o v 
in g  th e  p l a n ts  f r o m  th e  p o ts , s e t t in g  
th e m  o u t  in  th e  e a r t h  in  th e  f r a m e ,  
th e y  h a d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  e x c i t e d  
h a p p y  c h i l d r e n .  “ S illy  o ld  f o o ls !” 
s a id  w e , t o  o n e  a n o th e r .

A t  n o o n ,  w i th  a  tu g b o a t  a h e a d , th e  
s h ip  s ta r te d  th e  lo n g  to w  t h r o u g h  th e  
s t r a i ts  to  th e  s e a . A t  d u s k  th e  s te w a r d  
c a m e  to  o u r  d o o r  w i th  h is  w e e k ly  
m e s s a g e . F l a n d i n g  m e  th e  tin  p l a te  
u p o n  w h ic h  w e r e  th e  f a m i l i a r  d o u g h 
n u ts ,  th e  s e a  w ife  s m i le d —a  s m ile  th a t  
c a m e  s lo w ly , a s  th o u g h  b o r n  o f  in fin ite  
p a t ie n c e .  H e r  c o lo r le s s  lip s  p a r t e d ;  
w o rd s  b r o k e  f r o m  th e m  s u d d e n ly ,  
th e i r  to n e s  t r i u m p h a n t  as  th o s e  o f  a  
c h i l d  t o  w h o m  S a n ta  C la u s  a t  lo n g  la s t  
h a s  b r o u g h t  th e  to y  a b o v e  a l l  o th e r s  
d e s ir e d .

“ I ’m going to have a garden!" s a id  
M a  G ib s o n .

E n t e r i n g  th e  h a l f d e c k  I  m im ic k e d  
h e r  w o rd s , a n d  w e  la u g h e d  in  s a t i r i c a l  
g le e .

S t a n d in g  o u t  t o  s e a  n e x t  m o r n in g ,  
w e  m e t  a  s tiff  s h if ty  w in d . A g a in  a n d



a g a in  d u r i n g  th e  d a y  w e t r im m e d  th e  
s t r a in in g  s a ils ; th e  a i r  s p r a y -la d e n , th e  
s h ip  w ild ly  p i tc h in g  a n d  r o l l i n g ;  sea  
a n d  sky d e s o la te ,  le a d e n , a n d  c h i l l .  
B y  d u s k  th e  p la n ts  u n d e r  th e  g la ss  to p  
o f  th e  f r a m e  w e re  d r o o p e d , as  f o r lo r n  
as th e  w e a th e r .  N o t  ti ll  th e  f o u r th  
m o r n in g  d id  th e  sky d e a r ,  sea  a n d  
w in d  fa ll , a n d  a  w a r m  su n  b re a k  
th r o u g h  th e  c lo u d s .

“ I ’v e  g o t  a lew  le f t ,” m o u r n f u l ly  
m u r m u r e d  th e  sea  w ife , e y in g  h e r  g a r  
d e n . F o r  th r e e  d a y s  sh e  te n d e d  th o s e  
few  as th o u g h  th e y  w e re  o r c h id s  b e 
y o n d  p r ic e ,  w a te r in g  th e m  w ith  c o o l  
d r in k in g -w a te r  b r o u g h t  fresh  f ro m  th e  
sh ip 's  p u m p , w h ile  b e c a u s e  o f  a  su n  
th a t  g re w  d a i ly  h o t te r ,  m y  c o m r a d e  
a n d  I w e re  ta i le d  f o r  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  
to  c h a n g e  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  c a n v a s  
s h a d e  a b o v e  th e m . A n d  w h e n  o n  th e  
f o u r th  d a y —th e  s h ip  b e in g  w ell in to  
th e  tr o p ic s —th o s e  p la n ts  f ro m  a te m 
p e r a te  z o n e  p e r is h e d  in th e  m e rc ile s s  
n e a t, w e g r in n e d  a t  o n e  a n o th e r .  T h e  
u seless f r a m e  w o u ld  b e  d is m a n t le d  
n o w , its  e a r th y  c o n t e n ts  th r o w n  to  th e  
sea . B u t a g a in  w e w e re  m is ta k e n .

O n  to p  o f  o u r  h a lfd e c k  w as a c h ic k 
e n -h o u s e  w h e r e in  d w e lt  a  lew  s c ra w n y  
h en s. N o w  a n d  th e n  o n e  w o u ld  
c a c k le :  a n  eg g  w o u ld  b e  la id —o n  th is  
s h ip  in  m id o c e a n . A lw a y s  th e  C h in e s e  
s te w a r d  h u r r ie d  to  g a t h e r  it ,  lest s o m e  
h u n g ry  s a ilo r  f o re s ta l l  h im .

" S te w a r d , b r in g  m e  a h a n d f u l  o f  th e  
c h ic k e n s ’ w h e a t ! "  c a l le d  th e  sea  w ife , 
h e r  eyes b r ig h t w ith  n e w  h o p e .

In a few  d a v s  g r e e n  s p r o u ts  ro se  
fro m  th e  e a r th  in th e  f ra m e . A d a y  o r  
tw o  a n d  th e y  w e re  se v e ra l in ch e s  ta l l .  
W h e n  w e s a ile d  c l e a r  o f  th e  tr o p ic s ,  
th e  w h e a t o f  th e  sea w ife ’s g a r d e n  w as  
fu ll tw o  feet h ig h . G la n c in g  d o w n  
th r o u g h  th e  c a b in  sk y lig h t o n e  m o r n 
in g . I saw  h e r  a r r a n g in g  o n  th e  d in in g -  
ta b le  a v ase  in w h ic h  w e re  a few  o f  
h e r  tr e a s u r e d  s ta lk s . A t h e r  s id e  w as  
th e  c a p ta i n .  H e  la id  a b o n y  h a n d  o n  
h e r  s h o u ld e r ;  sh e  lif te d  h e r  fa c e  to  
h is: h e  b e n t  to w a rd  h e r  a n d  th e ir  lip s  
m e t.

" W h e n  w e r e t i r e  yo u  sh a ll h a v e  th e  
finest flo w ers th a t  g r o w ,"  sa id  th e  m a n  
o f  th e  d e e p  sea  to  h is  w o m a n . . . .

M e e tin g  a h ig h  w in d  a n d  r o u g h  sea  
n e x t  d a v , w e to o k  sa il off th e  s h ip . 
By m id d a y  a g a le  w as r a g in g : th e  a i r  
w as fu ll o f  s t in g in g  s a lt s p r a y . U n 
seen  in  th e  ru s h  o f  s h o r te n in g  s a il , a  
h e a v y  r o p e  fe ll o n  a n d  s m a s h e d  th e  
g lass  c o v e r  o f  th e  f ra m e . Bv e v e n in g  
th e  w h e a t, its  h e a v y  h e a d s  ju st b e 
g in n in g  to  tu r n  g o ld e n , lav b e d ra g g le d  
a n d  b ro k e n  in  s a l t - im p r e g n a te d  e a r th .  
O u r  ey es m e e tin g , m y  c o m r a d e  a n d  I 
ra is e d  o u r  b ro w s , s h r u g g e d  a  l i t t le .  
W e  w e re  tire d  o f  th is  g a r d e n  th in g —it  
w as n o  lo n g e r  a m u s in g ; it h a d  b e c o m e  
o n ly  a  b o r e .  A n d  it w as f in ish e d  fo r  
g o o d  nov." lilt f r a m e  w o u ld  b e  d is 
m a n tle d  a t la s t, its c o n t e n ts  th r o w n  to  
th e  sea . B u t o m e  a g a in  w e w e re  m is 
ta k e n .

51



F o r  tw o  d a y s  th e  g a le  b le w . T h e n ,  
o n  a  w in d le ss  se a , u n d e r  a  le a d e n  sk y , 
r a in  fe ll in  a  s te a d y  t o r r e n t ,  t i l l  f a r  
in to  th e  a f te r n o o n .

“ I t ’ll  w a sh  o u t  th e  s a l t ,”  s a id  th e  
se a  w ife , a n d  w h e n  a t  s u n s e t  th e  r a in  
c e a se d  sh e  c a l le d : “ I w a n t  s o m e  m o r e  
w h e a t ,  s te w a r d !”

“ Is  th a t  a ll  y o u  c a n  s p a r e ? ” sh e  
a sk e d , w h e n  h e  d r o p p e d  a  few  g r a in s  
in to  h e r  c u p p e d  h a n d . I t  w as a ll  h e  
c o u ld  s p a re .

T h e  n ew  c r o p  c a m e  s lo w ly : th e  s u n 
less w e a th e r  w as g r o w in g  d a i ly  c o ld e r .  
“ I f  o n ly  I c o u ld  h a v e  a  few  h e a d s  of  
r ip e  w h e a t !” m u r m u r e d  th e  sea  w ife ,  
s a d ly  e y in g  h e r  few  w a n  s p r o u ts ,  as  
m y  c o m r a d e  p assed  b y  o n  h is  w a v  fro m  
th e  w h e e l to  o u r  h a lf d e c k  w h e re  I sa t  
w a itin g  h im . L i g h t i n g  h is  p ip e , h e  
p a u s e d  a n d  r e p e a te d  h e r  w o rd s —u n 
s m ilin g , in  d u ll  m o n o to n e .

" T h e r e ’ll b e  n o  r ip e  w h e a t ,”  s a id  1 
—h e e d le ss , u n c a r in g ,  b o re d  b y  a s ta le  
o ld  ta le . A n d  w h e n , a  few  d a y s  la te r ,  
w ith  sn o w  fly in g , th e  s p r o u ts  p e r is h e d ,  
a n d  w e d is m a n tle d  th e  f r a m e  a n d  
th r e w  its  c o n te n ts  to  th e  e q u a l ly  u n 
c a r i n g  sea , i t  w as  a s  w h e n  o n e  clo ses  
a  te d io u s  b o o k  a n d  lay s i t  f o r e v e r  
a s id e . . . .

C o m e  to  v o y a g e ’s e n d , w e tw o  w e n t  
f o r  a  b r ie f  w h ile  to  o u r  h o m e s . W h e n

w e r e jo in e d  th e  s h ip , th e  c a p ta i n  a n d  
h is  w ife  w e r e  g o n e , r e t i r e d  a t  la s t .  W e  
s a ile d  a g a in  w i th  th e  s i le n t  m a te  f o r  
o u r  c a p ta i n ,  th e  b l u s te r e r  f o r  m a te ,  a  
n e w  s e c o n d  m a te ,  c a r p e n te r ,  s te w a r d ,  
a n d  c re w , so  th a t  th e  s h ip  w as  as  a  n e w  
s h ip , a  d if f e re n t  s h ip . A n d  w e a ls o  
w e r e  d i f f e r e n t ;  n o  lo n g e r  g r e e n , w e  
w e re  g r o w n  h a r d  n o w , a n d  w e r e  p r o u d  
o f  th a t  h a r d i h o o d .  A  p a i r  o f  fine  
y o u n g  c o c k e r e ls ,  w e  w e r e : e a g e r  a n d  
s t r o n g , fu ll  o f  y o u th ’s lu s tin e s s , a n d  
w ith  p r id e  in  o u r  c a l l in g . T h e  w o rld  
w as o u r  o w n , a n d  o f te n  w e  ta lk e d  o f  
th e  d a y  w h e n  w e  s h o u ld  b e  c a p ta in s  
o f  fin e  sh ip s . S p e a k in g  o f  th a t  first 
v o y a g e , w e  jo k e d  a b o u t  o u r  o ld  c a p 
t a i n ’s a d o r a t io n  o f  h is  g r a y -f a c e d  sea  
w ife ; o f  h e r  w e e k ly  “ b o u n ty ,” a n d  h e r  
f u ti le  lo n g in g  f o r  a  g a r d e n  o n  th e  
flo w erless  sea .

T w o  m o r e  lo n g  v o y a g e s  m y  c o m 
r a d e  a n d  I m a d e  to g e th e r ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  
a  th i r d .  T h e  w a y  i t  c a m e  to  b e  b u t  a  
p a r t  o f  t h a t  th ir d  w a s  th is :

A  g a le  w as b lo w in g , sn o w fla k e s  d r iv 
in g  o n  a  s c r e a m in g  w in d , s p r a y  fly in g  
in  c lo u d s  a c ro s s  th e  r o l l i n g  d e c k s . In  
th e  th ic k  o f  th e  fu ry  w e  tw o  w e re  
h ig h  a lo f t  u p o n  th e  s w a y in g  m a in 
m a s t ,  t r a p p in g  t i g h t  a  s a il  t h a t  th e  
f ie rc e  w in d  h a d  w o rk e d  lo o s e  f r o m  its  
la s h in g s . S h o u tin g  d e f ia n tly , w e  p i t 

te d  o u r  y o u n g  s t r e n g th  a g a in s t  th e  
e le r tie n ts ’ f e r o c i ty .  A n d  w h e n  a t  la s t  
th e  s a il  w a s  s e c u re d , a n d  w e  w e re  
a b o u t  to  s t a r t  d o w n  to  th e  fo a m y  d e c k  
a  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r ty  fe e t  b e lo w , m y  
c o m r a d e ,  h o ld i n g  w i th  o n e  h a n d  to  
th e  r ig g in g , s la p p e d  th e  o t h e r  h a r d  
o n  m y  s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  la u g h in g , c r ie d  
a b o v e  th e  g a l e ’s m a d  u p r o a r :  “ H o w ’d  
y o u  lik e  s o m e  o f  M a  G ib s o n ’s b o u n ty  
n o w ? ”

A  g r i n  o n  m y  lip s , I  s h o u te d  b a c k :  
“ I f  o n ly  I c o u ld  h a v e  a few  h e a d s  o f  
r ip e  w h e a t !”

A n d  th e n  th e r e  w as  a  y e ll o f  t e r r o r  
f r o m  m y  c o m r a d e ;  a n d  as  h e  fe ll  f r o m  
t h a t  h ig h  r a c k in g  s p a r  I h a d  a n  in 
s t a n t ’s g l im p s e  o f  th e  s ta r k  t e r r o r  in  
h is  ey es .

Y o u  c a n n o t  p u t  a  b o a t  o u t  in  a  sea  
s u c h  as  w a s  t h a t  s e a . F o r  a  few  m o 
m e n ts  th e  d a r k  d o t  o f  h is  h e a d  b o b b e d  
in  th e  w ild  sw irls  o f  th e  s h ip ’s w a k e ;  
th e n  I  w a s  a lo n e .

A n d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  th e  w in d  f a l le n , a n d  
a  few  w e a k  s ta r s  g le a m in g  th r o u g h  
th e  c lo u d  r if ts , th e  b lu s te r in g  m a te ,  
lo o k in g  in  u p o n  m e  w h e re  I s a t  s o li 
ta r y  in  th e  h a lfd e c k  w e so  lo n g  h a d  
s h a r e d , s a id , h is  b u lg in g  eyes o n  m y  
w h ite  f a c e :  “ H e ’d  h a ’ m a d e  a  g o o d  
m a n  w i ’ s o m e  o ’ th e  c o c k s u r e n e s s  ta k 
e n  o u t  o ’ h im . T h e  s a m e  h o ld s  fo r  
y o u , s o n !”  A n d  th e n  h e  w a s  g o n e  in 
to  th e  g lo o m .

A n d  in  t h a t  d a r k  p a r t  o f  th e  n ig h t  
th a t  c o m e s  ju s t  e r e  d a w n in g , th e  sh ip  
n o w  m o tio n le s s  as  a  m o n o li th  u p o n  a  
m ir r o r - f la t  se a , s o m e o n e  c a m e  a n d  
s to o d  c lo s e  b y  m e  w h e re  I s to o d  w ith  
m y  h a n d s  u p o n  th e  id le  w h e e l. U n t i l  
h e  s p o k e , I  th o u g h t  it w a s  th e  b lu s 
t e r e r .  “ T h e  s e a ’s n o t  m u c h  o f  a life  
f o r  a n y  m a n . W h e n  y o u ’v e  w ife  a n d  
l i t t l e  o n e  a s h o r e , i t ’s a  h e ll o f  a  l i f e .”

A f te r  a  m o m e n t  th e  c a p ta i n ,  w h o  o n  
th a t  first v o y a g e  h a d  b e e n  th e  m a te ,  
c o n t in u e d :  “ I c o u ld  h a v e  m y  w o m a n  
w ith  m e , lik e  G ib s o n  d id : b u t  t h e r e ’s 
to o  m a n y  c h a n c e s  o n  th e  s e a . A  fine  
m a n  G ib s o n  w as, a n d  h is  w ife  w a s  a  
fin e w o m a n . L o r d ,  h o w  sh e  u sed  to  
e a t  h e r  h e a r t  o u t  w a n tin g  to  b e  a b it  
m o th e r ly  to  y o u  la d s  w h o  w e re  so  
g r e e n  a n d  lo n e s o m e ! I  u sed  to  en v y  
y o u  tw o , w ith  y o u r  l i t t le  d a in t ie s  e v e ry  
S u n d a y . ’T w a s  n o  m o r e  th a n  a  ta s te ,  
b u t  ’ tw a s  as  m u c h  as  sh e  a n d  h e r  m a n  
e v e r  h a d  f o r  th e m s e lv e s . I m in d  h o w  
sh e  s a id  to  m e  th e  first S u n d a y  a f te r  
w e s a ile d , ‘M r . M a te , I ’d  lik e  to  fix a 
l i t t le  t r e a t  f o r  y o u  a n d  th e  s e co n d  m a te ;  
b u t  I ’v e  a w f u l  l i t t le  f lo u r  to  la s t th e  
v o y a g e , a n d  t h e r e ’s th o s e  tw o  h u n g r y  
l i t t le  y o u n g s te rs  in  th e  h a l f d e c k .’ 
T h e r e  w as  h e a r t ’s lo v e  b a c k  o f  th a t  
s m a ll  g i f t  sh e  m a d e  y o u  la d s . M ig h ty  
lu c k y  y o u  w e r e , s a i l in g  w ith  s u c h  a  
w o m a n  in  th e  s h ip !”

H e  h a d  b u t  f in ish e d  s p e a k in g  w h e n  
a  t in y  a i r  f a n n e d  o u r  fa ce s , a n d  th e  
b l u s te r e r ’s v o ic e  r a n g  o u t ,  c a l l in g  to  
h is  w a t c h :  “ C h e c k  in  th e  b r a c e s ,  la d s ,  
a n d  l e t ’s b e  o n  th e  w a y  h o m e !”



A n d  as th e  s h ip  g l id e d  f o r w a r d , a n d  
th e  first s tr e a k  o f  d a w n  s h o w e d  o n  th e  
e a s te r n  h o r iz o n , a n d  th e  c a p ta i n  
w a lk e d  a w a y , 1 lo o k e d  b a c k w a r d  to  
th o se  d r e a r  seas  ’n e a th  w h ic h  m y  c o m 
r a d e  la y , a n d  w is h in g  h e ’d  b e e n  th e re  
to  h e a r  w h a t ih e  c a p ta i n  h a d  s a id  to  
m e , I fe lt lo n e lie r  th a n  e v e r  I h a d  fe lt.

TE N  y e a rs  w e re  g o n e  by . T h e  sea  
w as e m p ty  n o w  o f  th o s e  w in g e d  

sh ip s  in  w h ic h  I 'd  le a r n e d  th e  s a i lo r 's  
p r o u d  c a l l in g . T o  a n d  f ro  a lo n g  th e  
d e e p  p assed  o n ly  th r o b b in g  s te a m e rs  
w ith  th e ir  s m o k y  p lu m e s  a n d  s m e ll o f  
o il a n d  s o o t . A n d  b e c a u s e  th e  sea  n o  
lo n g e r  w as a  sea  f o r  s u c h  as m e , I  w as  
a s h o r e . N o w  I h a d  w ife  a n d  c h ild  
a n d , in a m e a s u r e , w as c o n t e n t  
e n o u g h .

I ’d  d r e a m , th o — by n ig h t  s o m e 
tim e s  a n d  o l te n  d a y d r e a m i n g —o f  v o y 
ag es p a s t, b u t o f te n e s t  o f  th a t  first. 
I ’d see m y  g riz z le d  c a p ta i n ,  a n d  h is  
sea w ife ’s la c e ;  I ’d  r e m e m b e r  th e  
p o tte d  p la n ts  I ’d  w a tc h e d  th e m  set 
o u t in  h e r  s m a ll m id s e a  g a r d e n .  
S n a tc h e s  o f  ta lk  w o u ld  c o m e  to  m e  
f ro m  d o w n  th e  y e a r s —th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  
C a p t a in  a n d  h is  w ife : "I’m going to 
have a garden." . . . “ When we retire, 
you shall have the finest flowers that 
grow." . . . "If only I could have a few 
heads of ripe wheat!”

I ’d r e m e m b e r  m y  y o u n g  c o m r a d e ’s 
e n d , a n d  th e  b l u s te r e r ’s w o rd s  th a t  
n ig h t ,  a n d  th o s e  sp o k e n  b y  th e  q u ie t  
m a te  o l  m y  first v o y a g e  o n  th a t  s till  
m id o c e a n  m o r n in g  ju st as  th e  d a w n  
c a m e ; th e n  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  b lu s te r e r  
w o u ld  r in g  a g a in , “ C h e c k  in  th e  
b ra c e s , la d s , a n d  le t ’s b e  o n  th e  w ay  
h o rn e t”

O n e  d a y  m y  w o m a n  s a id  to  m e ,  
“ Y o u ’re  re stle ss  f o r  th e  s e a ,” a n d  I  
m a d e  n o  a n s w e r . “ I t ’s f u n n y ,” she  
c o n t in u e d , “ y o u  b e h a v e  ju st as v o u  
u sed  to  b e f o r e  w e h a d  th e  m o r tg a g e  
p a id , a n d  w e re  so  m u c h  in  d e b t ."  A n d  
w h e n  I s till m a d e  n o  a n s w e r , sh e  a sk e d , 
“ I t  isn ’ t r e a lly  th a t  y o u  o w e  m o n e y  
to  s o m e o n e  w i th o u t  m y k n o w in g  
a b o u t  it , is i t ? ”

“ N o , I d o n ’ t o w e  a n y o n e  m o n e y ,” 
sa id  I, a n d  w e n t o u t a n d  p a c e d  to  a n d  
f ro  a m o n g  th e  f lo w e rb e d s  m y  w o m a n  
h a d  p la n te d .

It w as a d a y  o r  tw o  la t e r  th a t ,  s ta n d 
in g  m id s t h e r  flo w ers, r e a d in g  th e  
p a p e r  a lad  h a d  just to ssed  o v e r  th e  
fe n ce , sh e  c a lle d  to  m e : “ W h a t  w a s  th e  
n a m e  o f  th a t  c a p ta i n  y o u  first w e n t to  
sea w i t h '” W h e n  I to ld  h e r  th e  n a m e  
sh e  s a id :

“ H is  w ife ’s d e a d . D id  y o u  k n o w  
th e y  liv e d  so  n e a r  u s?”

1 to o k  th e  p a p e r  fro n t h e r , a n d  h a v 
in g  seen  th e  n o t ic e  o f  th e  sea  w ife ’s 
d e a th  in th e  c i ty  f o u r  h u n d r e d  m ile s  
a w ay  I th o u g h t ,  “ G o d , n o ! If  o n ly  
I’d k n o w n !"  A n d  I sa id  to  m y  w o m 
a n , ‘ I ’ve g o t to  g o  to  m y  c a p t a i n .” 

“ I ’ll p ick  y o u  s o m e  f lo w e rs ,"  s a id

m y  w o m a n . “ I ’ll m a k e  y o u  a  w r e a th
f o r  h e r .”

B u t  I  s a id , “ N o ,"  f o r  i t  w a s  s u m m e r  
a n d  v e ry  h o t ,  a n d  th e  lo n g  d r iv e  u p  
th e  v a lle y  in  w h ic h  w as o u r  h o m e  
w o u ld  le a v e  th e  f lo w ers  w ilte d . “ I ’ll 
b u y  a  w r e a th  w h e n  I g e t  to  th e  c i t y ,” 
I to ld  h e r .

A  s till  c lo u d le s s  d a y , it w as, w ith  
m ira g e s  s h im m e r in g  in  o v e n -h o t  a ir .  
A ll d a y  I d r o v e , lq p k in g  s tr a ig h t  
a h e a d , as  lo o k s  th e  s a i lo r  g l im p s in g  a t  
lo n g  la s t  th e  b e c k o n  o f  a  lig h th o u s e  
o n  th e  s h o re s  o f  h o m e . C o m e  a t  s u n 
se t to  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  v a lle y , I se e m e d  
a lm o s t  to  s c e n t  m y  s e a  o n c e  m o r e ,  a n d  
h e a r  its  w in d y  m u r m u r .  A  l i t t le  w h ile  
n o w , a n d  I ’d  see  m y  c a p ta i n  a g a in .  
T h e n  a b o u t  to  tu r n  in to  a g a p  le a d 
in g  th r o u g h  th e  c o a s t ’s lo w  h ills , I w as  
a w a r e  o f  th e  s u n ’s la s t ra y s  g le a m in g  
o n  a field  o f  r ip e  w h e a t  a t  th e  r o a d 
sid e .

B y  th is  fie ld  I s to p p e d , a n d  c lim b e d  
th r o u g h  th e  le n c e , a n d  e a g e r ly  1 g a t h 
e r e d  s ta lk s  o f  h e a v y -h e a d e d  g o ld e n  
w h e a t ,  a n d  w ith  th e  q u ic k  f in g e rs  o f  a 
s a ilo r  w e a v in g  r o p e . I w o v e  a w r e a th  
fo r  th e  s e a  w ife .

T h e n  so o n  I w as  a t  th e  d o o r  of m y  
c a p ta i n 's  h o m e ; a  n u rs e  w o m a n  
o p e n e d  to  m y r a p ,  a n d  I s a id  to  h e r :  
“ I s a ile d  lo n g  a g o  w ith  C a p t a in  a n d  
M rs . G ib s o n .”

“ Y o u ’d  lik e  to  see M rs . G ib s o n ? ” 
sh e  in q u ir e d , lo w -v o ic e d , a n d  sh e  g es
tu r e d  to  a r o o m  c lo s e  b y , th e  d o o r  o f  
w h ic h  w a s  o p e n . In  th e  c e n te r  o f  th a t

I
T  w o u ld  b e  e m b a r r a s s in g —n o w ,  

w o u ld n ’ t i t ? —to  h a v e  liv e d  th r o u g h  
th e  g r e a te s t  o f  a l l  w a r s  a n d  n o t  

k n o w , if s o m e o n e  a sk e d  y o u , w h a t  
h a p p e n e d  o n  A u g u s t  14 , 1 9 4 5 . F o r  a 
q u ic k  r e f r e s h e r ,  h e r e ’s a  b a s ic  list o f  
i m p o r ta n t  W o r ld  W a r  II d a te s  y o u  
s h o u ld  n o t  f o rg e t

S e v e n  c o r r e c t  a n s w e rs  is a  h ig h  
s c o re . D o  b e t te r  th a n  th a t  a n d  y o u ’r e  
a liv e  to  th e  h is to r y -m a k in g  a g e  in  
w h ic h  y o u ’r e  liv in g .

I. ju n e  6 , 1 9 4 4 .
2 . A u g u s t  6 , 1 9 4 5 .
3 . D e c e m b e r  7 , 1 9 4 1 .
4 . N o v e m b e r  8 , 1 9 4 2 .
5 . A u g u s t  14 , 1 9 4 5 .
6 . S e p te m b e r  I, 1 9 3 9 .
7 . M a y  7 , 1 9 4 5 .
8 | u n e  2 2 ,  1 9 4 1 .
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r o o m  w as a  c a s k e t, a n d  o n  th e  to p  o f  
i t  a n d  a ll  a b o u t  th e  r o o m  w e re  
w r e a th s , c ro sse s , a n d  a n c h o r s  o f  a ll  
m a n n e r  o f  fin e flo w ers  f ro m  g a r d e n s  
a n d  h o th o u s e s .

“ N o , 1 w a n t  to  see m y  c a p t a i n ,” sa id  
I , a n d  sh e  to o k  m e  a lo n g  a h a l l , a n d  
th r o u g h  a n o th e r  d o o r ;  th e r e  b e fo re  
m e , s u r r o u n d e d  by f r ie n d s  o f  th e  
s h o r e , s a t m y  c a p ta i n .

H is  h a i r  w as s n o w  w h ite , h is  f ra m e  
s h r u n k e n  a w a y , h is  fa ce  m o re  lin e d  
th a n  e v e r .  S e e in g  m e  d im ly  th ro u g h  
te a rs , h e  ro s e  a n d  s te p p e d  h e s ita tin g ly  
to w a r d  m e . T h e n ,  r e c o g n iz in g  m e , 
h e  tu r n e d  to  th o s e  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  s h o re  
a n d  c r ie d , w ith in  his v o ic e  a s tr o n g  
r in g  o f  p r id e  a n d  o f  g la d n e s s :

“ I t ’s o n e  o f  m y  b o ysl One of my 
boys of the old ship, come to be with 
me now!”

H e  to o k  m y  s t r o n g  y o u n g  h a n d  in  
his o ld  w ith e r e d  o n e , a n d  I h e ld  u p  
m y  w r e a th  f o r  h im  to  see. “ C o m e ,  
b o y !” sa id  m y  c a p ta i n ,  a n d  w h ile  n o n e  
o t h e r  m o v e d , h e  le a n e d  o n  m y  a r m ,  
a n d  w e w e n t to g e th e r  to  th a t  o t h e r  
r o o m . H e r e  h e  m o v e d  f ro m  u p o n  th e  
c a sk e t a ll  th o s e  r ic h  b lo o m s  a n d  in  
p la c e  o f  th e m  la id  u p o n  it, a lo n e , m y  
w r e a th  o f  r ip e  w h e a t .

A n d  w h e n  n e x t  d a y  1 sa t a t m y  o ld  
c a p ta i n 's  s id e , a n d  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  a  
le n g th y  p r o c e s s io n  o f  s h o r e  f r ie n d s  w e  
s lo w ly  fo llo w e d  h e r  c a s k e t, n o  flo w er  
w e n t w ith  M a  G ib s o n  to  h e r  lo n g  
w a tc h  b e lo w —sa v e  o n ly  m y  w r e a th  o f  
r ip e  w h e a t.

9 . S e p te m b e r  2 , 1 9 4 5 .  
10. J u n e  2 4 ,  1 9 4 0 .

A n sw e rs  to  
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OF HUMOR AND A BEAR THAT TOOK TO DRINK.

by GEORGE H. DAUGHERTY, JR.

Sad S a m  w a s  a  h o rs e . O ld  D a n  
C h iv e rs , w h o  h a d  a r a n c h  n e a r  
L a r a m i e ,  o w n e d  h im . S a m  w as  
a  c o w -p o n y  o r ig in a l ly ,  b u t  h e  

w as b ig —s ix te e n  h a n d s ; a n d  lik e ly  h e  
h a d  th o r o u g h b r e d  b lo o d  in  h im , b e 
c a u s e  h e  s u r e  h a d  a  lo t  o f  s p e e d — 
w h e n  h e  f e lt  lik e  it .  T r o u b l e  w a s , h e  
w as te m p e r a m e n ta l ,  s o r t  o f  m o o d y  a t  
t im e s , a n d  th e n  h e  w o u ld n ’t  r u n .  H e  
w a s  a m u d -c o lo r e d  g r a y , w i th  o n e  
o n io n  e y e ; ju s t  a b o u t  th e  h o m e lie s t  
h o rs e  y o u  e v e r  saw . H e  s e e m e d  to  
k n o w  it  to o , a n d  m a y b e  t h a t ’s w h y  h e  
lo o k e d  so  g lo o m y .

H o w e v e r ,  S a m  w a s n ’t  s a d  a l l  th e  
t im e , a l t h o u g h  h is  e x p r e s s io n  n e v e r  
c h a n g e d . H e  d id  h a v e  a  se n se  o f  h u 
m o r , w h ic h  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  g o t  f ro m  
C h iv e rs . O n e  th in g  h e  l ik e d  to  d o  w as  
sn e a k  u p  a n d  s n a tc h  w i th  h is  te e th  th e  
h a ts  o lf  o f  p e o p le  w h o  d i d n ’t  k n o w  
h im , a n d  th e n  s te p  o n  th e  h a ts .  S o m e 
tim e s  h e ’d  t r e a t  th e  h a ts  w o rs e  th a n  
th a t .  O n c e  h e  r u in e d  a  tw e n ty -d o lla r  
S te ts o n  o f  m in e  th a t  w ay .

C h iv e rs  c la im e d  h e  c o u ld  a lw a y s  te l l  
w h e n  S a m  w a s  f e e lin g  p e r k y ; a n d  th e n  
if  th e r e  w as  a  r a c e  a n y w h e r e  a r o u n d ,  
h e ’d  e n te r  S a m  a n d  w in  b ig  m o n e y ,  
b e c a u s e  S a m ’s h a n g d o g  lo o k s  a lw a y s  
c a u s e d , th e  o d d s  to  b e  h e a v y  a g a in s t  
h im . O n c e  in  a  w h ile , th o u g h , S a m  
w o u ld  h a v e  a  s u d d e n  g lo o m y  r e la p s e  
ju s t  b e f o r e  a  r a c e ,  a n d  C h iv e r s  w o u ld  
lo se  p le n ty .

T e d d y , th e  b e a r ,  b e lo n g e d  to  m y  
boss B i l l  J a s p e r ,  w h o  o w n e d  th e  g a r a g e  
in  F o r t  C o ll in s , a n d  a  r a n c h  u p  o n  th e  
P o u d r e  R i v e r .  D a n  a n d  B i l l  h a d  b e e n  
to g e th e r  in  th e i r  y o u n g  d a y s  in  E l 
l i o t t  B r o th e r s  W i l d  W e s t  S h o w . D a n  
w as th e  s ta r  r id e r  a n d  r o p e r ,  a n d  B ill  
d id  t r ic k  s h o o tin g , a n d  a n  a c t  w ith  
t r a in e d  b e a rs . B i l l  J a s p e r  c e r t a in l y  
h a d  a  w a y  w i th  a n im a ls .  S e e m e d  lik e  
h e  c o u ld  f a ir ly  h y p n o tiz e  ’e m , a n d  
m a k e  ’e m  lo v e  h i m ; a n d  h e  lik e d  th e m  
a t  le a s t  as  w e ll as  h e  d id  h is  b e s t  
f r ie n d s . H e  k e p t  a  lo t  o f  ta m e  d e e r  
a n d  e lk  a n d  o t h e r  a n im a ls ,  a n d  a ls o  
b ird s  u p  a t  h is  r a n c h ,  u n t i l  i t  w a s  lik e  
a  r e g u l a r  g a m e  p r e s e r v e . T h e n  h e  
f ix e d  u p  th e  w in d o w  o f  th e  g a r a g e  
w i th  i r o n  b a r s  to  m a k e  tw o  b ig  c a g e s , 
a n d  p u t  a  m o u n t a i n  l io n  h e ’d  ta m e d  
in  o n e , a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  b e a r -c u b s  in  
th e  o t h e r .  T h e y  c e r t a in l y  p r o v id e d  
a  lo t  o f  a d v e r t is in g  a n d  p u b l ic i ty ,  a n d  
w e  h a d  th e  b ig g e s t g a r a g e  b u sin e ss  in  
n o r t h e a s t  C o lo r a d o .

O n e  o f  th o s e  b e a r -c u b s  w a s  T e d d y .  
H e  w as  a  c in a m m o n , th e  s m a r te s t  b e a r  
I  e v e r  h e a r d  o f . B i l l  t a u g h t  h im  a  lo t  
o f  tr ic k s , b u t  th e  o n e s  h e  t h o u g h t  u p  
o n  h is  o w n  w e r e  e v e n  b e t te r .  O n e  
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n i g h t  r a t h e r  la te ,  w h e n  B ill  a n d  h is  
w ife  w e r e  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  a t  a  p a r ty ,  
T e d d y  g o t  th e  w h o le  to w n  u p  w h e n  
h e  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  h o ld  o f  t h a t  l i o n ’s 
ta i l .  S e e m s  T e d d y  g n a w e d  a  h o le  in  
th e  w o o d e n  p a r t i t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  
b e a r s ’ c a g e  a n d  th e  l i o n ’s. B y  a c c i 
d e n t  th e  l io n  s tu c k  h e r  ta i l  th r o u g h  
th e  h o le ;  a n d  T e d d y  a n d  M il l ie ,  th e  
o t h e r  c u b , s ta r te d  p la y in g  tu g -o f-w a r  
w ith  it .  T h e  lio n  s c r e a m e d  a n d  
b r o u g h t  th e  n ig h t  m a n  a t  th e  g a r a g e  
a n d  th e n  th e  p o l ic e  o n  th e  r u n ,  b u t  
J a s p e r  w a s  th e  o n ly  o n e  w h o  h a d  th e  
k ey s to  th e  c a g e , so  th e y  c o u l d n ’t  g e t  
in  a n d  m a k e  th e  b e a r -c u b s  le t  g o .

T h e  fire  d e p a r t m e n t  a ls o  c a m e , a n d  
th e n  a  w h o le  c r o w d  o f  c itiz e n s . T h a t  
l io n  s u r e  w a s  th r o w in g  a  fit, a n d  
s c r e a m in g  lik e  a  w o m a n  b e in g  m u r 
d e r e d , b u t  s h e  c o u l d n ’t  g e t  h e r  ta i l  
a w a y  f r o m  th e  c u b s , w h o  h a d  i t  in  
th e i r  te e t h  a n d  c la w s , a n d  w e r e  c h e w 
in g  i t  to  a  f ra z z le . T h e  fire  d e p a r t 
m e n t  w e r e  a b o u t  to  s m a s h  th e  p la te -  
g la ss  w in d o w  a iid  p o k e  th e  cu b s  
th r o u g h  th e  i r o n  b a r s  o f  th e i r  c a g e ,  
w h e n  J a s p e r  f in a lly  s h o w e d  u p  w’ith  
th e  k ey s  a n d  s to p p e d  th e  f r a c a s .  H e  
l i c k e d  T e d d y  g o o d , a n d  s p e n t  th e  r e s t
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o f  th e  n ig h t  t r y in g  to  s o o th e  th e  l io n ,  
w h o  w as h a v in g  a n e r v o u s  b r e a k d o w n .

A lt e r  th e  o t h e r  c u t)  d ie d , T e d d y  
w as h is  f a v o r i te ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  g re w  
u p . J a s p e r  to o k  h im  e v e r y w h e re  ju st  
lik e  a d o g , o r  r a t h e r  lik e  a  f r ie n d . H e  
e v e n  ta u g h t  T e d d y  to  d r in k  w h isk y  
o u t  o f  a b o tt le ,  a n d  s o m e tim e s  th e y ’d 
h a v e  a p i c n ic  o u t  o f  to w n , a n d  b o th  
g e t  s lig h tly  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  to 
g e th e r .  T e d d y  w o r s h ip e d  Ja s p e r , b u t  
h e  o f te n  c a u s e d  h im  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .  
L ik e  th e  tim e  J a s p e r  d r o v e  th e  to w  
c a r  o u t  o n  a  r e p  tr  c a ll  o n "  S u n d a y  
m o r n in g  ju st as  c h u r c h e s  le t o u t .

T e d d y  w as r id i n g  a lo n g  in  h a c k  as 
h e  o f te n  d id . J a s p e r  n o tic e d  th a t  
lo ts  o f  th e  c h u r c h g o e r s  w e r e  la u g h in g  
a n d  p o in t in g  a t  h im , a n d  s o m e  lo o k e d  
o u tr a g e d .  F in a l ly  h e  tu r n e d  a r o u n d ,  
to  find T e d d y  g u z z lin g  f ro m  a q u a r t  
b o ttle  o f  w h isk y  th a t  J a s p e r  h a d  s tu c k  
in  a p o c k e t  o f  th e  c a r  a n d  f o rg o t.  
M e m b e rs  o f  th e  F o r t  C o ll in s  W .C . T .U .  
tr ie d  to  h a v e  J a s p e r  a r r e s te d  fo r  c o n 
t r ib u t i n g  to  th e  d e l in q u e n c y  o f  a d u m b  
a n i m a l  w h o  w as a ls o  a m in o r .  J a s p e r

Madame screamed 
fit to bust your ears 
and tore out of the 
tent, yelling: “The 
devil’s in there!

Help!”

g o t  o u t  o f  i t  by p l e a d in g  t h a t  T e d d y  
w as o f  a g e —f o r  a b e a r ;  a n d  c e r t a in l y  
w as n o t  a  dumb a n i m a l .

W h a t  I w a s  g o in g  to  te l l  a b o u t ,  
th o u g h , w a s  th e  h o r s e -r a c e  a t  th e  L a r a 
m ie  fa ir . J a s p e r  d e c id e d  to  g o  u p  
a n d  see  h is  o ld  f r ie n d  C h iv e r s ,  a n d  h e  
in v ite d  m e  a lo n g . O f  c o u r s e  T e d d y  
w e n t to o , w ith  a  c o l l a r  a n il  c h a in .  T h e  
to w n  w as  fu ll o f  r a n c h e r s  a n d  s to ck -  
m e n , b u t  w h e n  w e p u lle d  u p  a t  th e  
C u s te r  H o te l  in  L a r a m i e  a b o u t  e le v e n  
a .m ., th e  first o n e  w e saw  w a s  C h iv e rs  
w ith  h is  w h ite  m u s ta c h e  a n d  c h in -  
w h isk e rs  a ll  b r is tle d  o u t  as  th e y  a l 
w ay s  w e r e  w h e n  h e  w a s  e x c i te d .

“ B i l l ,”  h e  y e lp s . ‘T v c  b e e n  w a i t i n ’ 
fo r  y o u . Q u ic k —le n d  m e  tw e n ty -fiv e  
d o lla r s  to  m a k e  u p  th e  re s t  o f  th is  la s t  
b e t I ’m  p l a c i n ’ o n  S ad  S a m  to  w in  th e  
f re e -f o r -a l l  th is  a f te r n o o n .  T h e  o d d s  
a r e  fifteen  to  o n e . a n d  I ’v e  p u t  u p  
e v e ry  c e n t .  T h e r e ’s s til l  s o m e  m o n e y  
f lo a tin ’ a r o u n d  in  th e  h o te l  lo b b y , so  
le t  m e  i n t r o d u c e  y o u  to  it .  P u t  y e r  
r o l l  o n  S a d  S a m  to d a y , m y  b o y . H e ’s 
a  w i n n e r ;  w e ’ll a l l  b e  r i c h  t o n i g h t !” 
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" H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  h e ’s a w in n e r  
to d a y ? ”  say s J a s p e r .  “ R e m e m b e r ,  a  
y e a r  a g o  lie  q u i t  h a l f  th r o u g h  th e  
r a c e ,  a n d  1 lo s t  th e  w h o le s a le  p r ic e  o f  
a  n e w  C h e w y ? ”

“ T h e r e ’s n o  m is ta k e  to d a y ,” re p lie s  
D a n . “ H e  s n a tc h e d  th e  h a ts  oH th re e  
d u d e s  w h o  w as  t o u r i n ’ th e  s ta b le s , a n d  
n e a r ly  b i t  th e  e a r  o ff o n e  o f  th e m . B e 
s id es , h e  e v e n  looks h a p p y . H e  c a n ’t 
h e lp  h u t  w i n !”

W e l l ,  w e  le f t T e d d y  in  th e  c a r ,  a n d  
p u t  u p  s o m e  m o n e y  o n  S a m , b e t t i n ’ 
w ith  v a r io u s  s p o r ts  D a n  in tr o d u c e d  us 
to , a n d  d e p o s ite d  th e  s ta k e s  w ith  th e  
h o te l  c a s h ie r .  T h e n  D a n  in sis te d  w e  
g o  to  th e  s ta b le s  a n d  s e e  th e  h o rs e  fo r  
o u rs e lv e s . “ B o y s , if  y o u  d o n ’ t a g r e e  
a f te r  o n e  lo o k  a t  h im  t h a t  S a m  is in  
th e  w in n in g e s t  m o o d  o f  h is  w h o le  life , 
y o u  s till h a v e  t im e  to  g o  to  th e  h o te l  
a n d  c a n c e l  y o u r  b e ts ,”  says C h iv e rs .

W h e n  w e g o t o u t  to  th e  f a i r 
g r o u n d s , th e r e  w as th e  u s u a l c ro w d  
a t  th e  s ta b le s . “ S a m ’s s ta ll  is c le a r  
d o w n  a t  th e  e n d ,” says D a n . “ T o o  b a d  
w e h a v e  to  g o  so  slo w  th r o u g h  th is  
c ro w d , b e c a u s e  w e  w o n ’t h a v e  a n y  to o  
m u c h  tim e  lo r  lu n c h .”

A s h e  s a id , w e h a d  to  d r iv e  re a l  
slo w  th r o u g h  a ll th a t  m o b  o f  jo ck ey s  
a n d  v is i to r s . T h e  h o rs e s , o f  c o u r s e ,  
w e r e  a ll  in  th e i r  s ta lls . W h e n  w e f in a l
ly  g o t  to  w h e re  D a n  s a id  S a m ’s s ta ll  
w as. th e  o ld  m a n  s u d d e n ly  h o p p e d  o u t .  
“ W a i t  a  s e c o n d , t i ll  I c o m e  b a c k ,” h e  
says, a n d  d is a p p e a r s .  T h e n  h e  w as  
b a c k  a g a in  a - r u n n in g . “ B o y s , I ’m  s o r 
ry . S a m 's  b e e n  m o v e d  to  th e  b a r n  a t  
th e  o t h e r  e n d , a n d  I f o r g o t  it . W e ’ ll 
h a v e  to  g o  b a c k .”

WE  d r o v e  b a ck  th r o u g h  th e  c ro w d ,  
s lo w e r  th a n  e v e r , to  th e  o t h e r  

e n d  o f  th e  s ta b le s . T h e n  D a n  ju m p e d  
o u t  a g a in ,  te l l in g  u s  to  w a i t .  H e  c a m e  
b a ck  q u ic k e r  th a n  b e f o r e .  “ B o y s , th is  
is a m ix -u p . M y  s ta b le b o y ’s p u t  S a m  
c le a r  a t th e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  th is  b a r n ,  
a n d  t h e r e ’s a n  a w fu l ja m  in  th e re .  
Y o u  k n o w  y o u  c a n  ta k e  m y  w o rd  fo r  
i t  t h a t  S a m  is f e e lin ’ r ig h t  to d a y , a n d  
t h a t ’s m o r e ’n w e ’ll h e  if  wre d o n ’t g e t  
a  d r in k  a n d  a b i te  to  e a t .”

J a s p e r  lo o k e d  s u s p ic io u s  a t  th is , a n d  
I h a d  a  h o llo w  fe e lin g  ' i a t  w a s n 't  a ll  
f ro m  h u n g e r .  W e ’d  v is i te d  th e  b a r  
w h ile  w e w e r e  a t  th e  h o te l ,  a n d  I ’d



g o t  so  o p t im is t ic  m y s e lf  t h a t  I ’d  p u t  
u p  m o s t o f  m y  r o ll  o l  a  h u n d r e d  o n  
S a m . H o w e v e r ,  th e r e  d i d n ’t se e m  
n m c h  w e c o u ld  d o  by th a t  t im e , e x 
c e p t  e a t ,  so  vie  d r o v e  a w a y  w i th o u t  
se e in g  S a m , a f te r  a l l .  I t w as tw o- 
th ir ty  w h e n  w e  g o t  to  o u r  p la c e s  in  
th e  g r a n d s ta n d ,  f e e lin g  c o n s id e r a b le  
b e t te r ,  a c c o u n t  o f  h a v in g  v is i te d  th e  
b a r  b o th  b e f o r e  a n d  a l t e r  lu n c h . W e ’d  
a lm o s t  c o m e  to  b e l ie v e  D a n ’s ta le  of  
h o w  sp ry  o ld  S a m  w a s  th a t  d a y , a n d  
so d i d n ’ t m in d  m is s in g  th e  firs t c o u p le  
o f  ra ce s . J a s p e r  a n d  1 m a n a g e d  to  
w in  tw o  o r  th r e e  s m a ll  b e ts  o n  th e  in 
te r v e n in g  e v e n ts , a n d  so w e r e  t i g h t  
c h e e r f u l  w h e n  th e  h o rs e s  w e r e  led  o u t  
fo r  th e  " T h r e e - q u a r t e r - m i l e  F r e e -f o r -  
a l l .”

" L o o k  a t  th e m  h o r s e s !”  sa id  J a s p e r .  
“ O ld  S a m ’s g o in ’ to  h a v e  s o m e  c o m 
p e t i t i o n .” A n d  w e b e g a n  to  h a v e  m is 
g iv in g s . F i f te e n  h o rs e s  w e r e  led  o u t ,  
th e  liv e lie s t I e v e r  d id  see , r e a r in g  a n d  
p r a n c in g ,  a n d  g o in g  e v e ry  w h ic h  w ay . 
T h e  jo ck e y s  c o u ld  h a r d ly  h o ld  th e m .  
" W h e r e  is S a m ? ”  1 q u e r ie d ,  f e e lin g  
w o rse  a n d  w o rse .

Teddy jumped on 
the wooden horse, 
and away he went, 
round and round.

" D o n 't  y o u  w o rr y  a b o u t  S a m ,” says  
C h iv e rs . " H e ’ll sh o w  ’e m  a ll  u p  to 
d a y . T h e r e  h e  c o m e s  n o w .”

S u re  e n o u g h , th e r e  c a m e  S a m  a t  la s t, 
s a d d e r  th a n  e v e r , p lo d d in g  a lo n g  as 
if  to  h is o w n  f u n e r a l .  " C h iv e r s ,  y o u 'v e  
d o n e  us in  a g a in . So h e lp  m e , I ’ll 
c o l le c t  a ll  m y  b e ts  o u t  o f  y o u r  h i d e ,” 
g r o a n s  J a s p e r .  " J u s t  lo o k  a t  th e  o ld  
c r o w -b a i t .”

T h e  o t h e r  h o rs e s  w e r e  a c t in g  so  
w ild , th e y  c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e  f o r c e d  to  
th e  b a r r ie r .  T h e  s ta r t  h a d  to  b e  d e 
la y e d  f o u r  tim e s  b e f o r e  th e y  w o u ld  
l in e  u p . M e a n t im e  S a m  s o r t  o l  slid  
in to  a p la c e ,  f o u r th  f r o m  th e  r a i l .  
T h a t  w as th e  o n ly  c h e e r in g  th in g , a n d  
it lo o k e d  lik e  a n  a c c i d e n t .  F in a lly ,  
th e y  w e re  a ll  in  lin e  fo r  a b o u t  a se c 
o n d , a n d  th e  s ta r te r  je r k e d  th e  r u b b e r  
b a r r ie r .  S o m e  o f  th o s e  p o n ie s  w e re  
so w ild  th e y  tu r n e d  c le a r  a r o u n d  b e 
f o r e  th e y  g o t  s ta r te d , a n d  tw o  o f  ’e m

a c tu a l ly  w e n t  th e  w r o n g  w a y . T h e  
o th e r s ,  th o u g h , g o t  th e  j u m p  o n  S a m ,  
w h o  fell b e h in d  n e x t  th e  r a i l .

T h e n  th in g s  b e g a n  to  g o  w r o n g  w ith  
th a t  r a c e  a g a in . T h o s e  h o rs e s  c ro w d e d  
e a c h  o t h e r .  S o m e  o f  ’e m  b u c k e d  th e ir  
jo c k e y s  o ff, a n d  o th e r s  k ick e d  a n d  b it ,  
a n d  s o m e  d a s h e d  d i a g o n a l ly  a c ro s s  th e  
t r a c k . O n e  ju m p e d  th e  f e n c e  lik e  a  
s te e p le  c h a s e r  a n d  s c a t te r e d  th e  c ro w d .  
O ld  S a m  ju st lo p e d  a lo n g ,  s till  t r a i l i n g  
u n ti l  th e  h a l f ,  a n d  p a y in g  n o  a t t e n 
t io n  to  th e  c i r c u s  g o in g  o n  a r o u n d  h im  
a n d  in  f r o n t .

“ N o w ’s th e  tim e , b o y ! G iv e  h im  th e  
w o r k s !” s c r e a m s  D a n , ju s t  a s  if h is  
jo ck e y  c o u ld  h e a r  h im  th r o u g h  th e  
h o w lin g  f ro m  th e  s ta n d s . B u t  it  a l 
m o s t s e e m e d  th e  jo c k e y , o r  S a m , did 
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h e a r  h im , f o r  S a m  p r ic k e d  u p  h is  e a rs  
a n d  s t r e tc h e d  h im s e lf  o u t .  N e x t  th in g  
h e  w a s  p a s s in g  th e  o n e  h o rs e  w h o  
s e e m e d  to  h a v e  a n y  r u n n in g  se n se  le ft, 
a n d  w as t e a r in g  in  a  w i n n e r  b y  th r e e  
le n g th s .

A n d  th e r e  w e w e re , r i c h  m e n . " I  
d o n ’ t k n o w  h o w  h e  d o n e  i t ,”  g a sp s  
m y  b o ss, p a s s in g  his b o t t le ,  “ b u t  to 
n ig h t  w e c e le b r a te .  L e t ’s g e t  T e d d y .  
H e  d e s e r v e s  a s h a r e  o f  th is  t o o .”

W e  f o u n d  T e d d y  c h a in e d  in  th e  c a r  
a t  th e  p a r k i n g  lo t  w h e re  w e ’d  le f t  
h im  in  s p ite  o f  th e  a t t e n d a n t ’s v io le n t  
o b je c t io n s . J a s p e r  g a v e  th e  b e a r  a  
d r in k , a n d  th e  f o u r  o f  u s w a lk e d  u p  
to  th e  H o te l  C u s te r ,  b e in g  th e  o b je c ts  
o f  c o n s id e r a b le  in te r e s t  a ll a lo n g  th e  
w a y . W h e n  w e ’d  c o l le c te d  o u r  b e ts , 
D a n  p a id  J a s p e r  th e  tw e n ty -fiv e  d o l 
la r s  a n d  s a id : " G e n t l e m e n , th is  h e r e  
is th e  c r o w n i n g  d a y  o f  S a m ’s a n d  m y  
c a r e e r .  T h i s  c a l ls  f o r  s o m e th in g  e x 
t r a  s p e c ia l .  T h e r e  is a  c a r n iv a l  in  
to w n , a n d  1 m o v e  w e ta k e  it  o v e r .”

O n  th e  w a y , h e  s to p p e d  a t  a  l iq u o r  
s to r e  a n d  c a m e  o u t  w i th  a  g u n n y s a c k  
o f  b o t t l e d  b e e r ,  a  g u n n y s a c k  o f  w in e ,



a n d  th r e e  q u a r t s  o f  w h isk y  in  a  b a s k e t.  
H e  g a v e  th e  g u n n y s a c k s  to  T e d d y  to  
c a r r y  in  h is  a r m s , a n d  w e m a r c h e d  
a lo n g , w ith  e v e n  m o r e  o f  a f o llo w in g  
th a n  b e f o r e .

F i r s t  th in g , w e b o u g h t  lo u r  t ic k e ts  
f o r  th e  m e r r y -g o -r o u n d , a n d  n e a r ly  
h a d  to  figh t th e  t ic k e t  m a n  w h o  tr ie d  
to  k e e p  T e d d y  oil a  b a y -c o lo re d  w o o d 
e n  h o rs e . In  th e  e n d . T e d d y  o ffe re d  
th e  g u y  a b o t t le  o f  b e e r , a n d  b e fo re  
h e  c o u ld  r e c o v e r  f ro m  th e  s u r p r is e ,  
T e d d y  ju m p e d  o n  th e  h o rs e , a n d  a w a y  
h e  w e n t, a r o u n d  a n d  a r o u n d , d r in k 
in g  th e  h e a l th  o l th e  c r o w d . T h e  
c h e e r s  w e r e  d e a f e n in g .

N e x t  th in g  w as  th e  F e r r i s  W h e e l .  
C h iv e rs  a n d  1 w e r e  s t r a p p e d  in  o n e  
c a r ,  a n d  J a s p e r  a n d  T e d d y  in  th e  o n e  
in  f r o n t .  T h i s  t im e  th e r e  w e r e n ’t  a n y  
o b je c t io n s , b e c a u s e  th e  c o n c e s s io n  m e n  
saw  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  c ro w d s  w e  w e re  
d r a w in g . T h e r e  s u r e  w as a m o b  
a r o u n d  th a t  F e r r i s  W h e e l  w h e n  w e  
s ta r te d  u p . T h e  c ro w d  in c r e a s e d , a n d  
y o u  s h o u ld  h a v e  h e a r d  th e  u p r o a r  ju st  
as w e  g o t  to  th e  to p . T e d d v  h a d n ’t 
r e a lly  n o tic e d  w h a t k in d  ol c o n t r a p 
tio n  h e  w a s  in , o r  w h e r e  h e  w a s  g o in g .  
Ju s t  th e n  h e  lo o k e d  o v e r  th e  s id e  o f  
th e  c a r ,  a n d  if a b e a r  e v e r  tu r n e d  p a le ,  
h e  d id , r ig h t  th e n .

H e  g a v e  a k in d  o f  te r r i f ie d  sq u a w k  
a n d  th r e w  b o th  a r m s  a r o u n d  J a s p e r ,  
a n d  tr ie d  to  h id e  h is  h e a d  u n d e r  th e  
b o ss ’ v e s t. H e  sq u e e z e d  h im  so t ig h t  
h e  n e a r ly  b r o k e  J a s p e r ’s r ib s , a n d  th e  
c ro w d  th o u g h t  R i l l ’s s t r u g g le  to  g e t  
lo o s e  w as th e  b e s t p a r t  o f  th e  sh o w . 
T h e  o p e r a t o r  k e p t  th e  w h e e l s ta t i o n 
a r y  f o r  a n  e x t r a  lo n g  t im e  so  e v e ry 
b o d y  c o u ld  see  it .  B il l  w as h a l f  d e a d  
w h e n  w e  g o t d o w n , a n d  T e d d y  w as  
c o ld  s o b e r  a g a in .

A f te r  th a t  w e  d e c id e d  w e  n e e d e d  
m o r e  r e f r e s h m e n t ,  a n d  s o m e th in g  a l i t 
t le  q u ie te r .  B e sid e s , w e  w e r e  t i r e d  o f  
p e o p le  a n d  k id s ta g g in g  us a r o u n d .  
W e  d o d g e d  in to  a f o r t u n e - te l l e r ’s te n t ,  
a n d  D a n  h e ld  th e  flap  s h u t so  n o b o d y  
c o u ld  f o llo w  u s. I t  h a p p e n e d  n o b o d y  
w as in  th e  a n te r o o m  w h e n  w e c a m e  
in . b u t  w e c o u ld  h e a r  M a d a m e  Z e n o -  
b ia  ta lk in g  to  s o m e b o d y  in s id e  th e  in 
n e r  d o o r ,  w h ic h  w as c lo s e d  by p u r p le  
d r a p e s . " Y o u  w ill h a v e  a g r e a t  s u r 
p r is e , a n d  a s u d d e n  tu r n  o f  f o r t u n e ,”  
sh e  w as sa y in g .

W h i le  w e w a i te d , w e a ll  h a d  a n 
o t h e r  d r in k , a n d  th e n  M a d a m e ’s c u s 
to m e r  c a m e  o u t .  H e  w as  a  r e a l  d a r k  
c o lo r e d  fe llo w , b u t  w h e n  h e  saw  T e d 
d y , h e  tu r n e d  s o r t  o f  g r a y is h  lik e  a 
f a d e d  so ck , h is  ja w  d r o p p e d ,  a n d  h e  
d iv e d  u n d e r  th e  s id e  o f  th e  te n t :  b u t  
w e d i d n ’t h e a r  h im  h o l le r  u n t i l  h e ’d 
g o t  s o m e  d is ta n c e  a w a y . T h e n  h e  s u r e  
w h o o p e d .

M e a n t im e , J a s p e r  a n d  T e d d y  
p u s h e d  th r o u g h  th e  d r a p e s , a n d  I 
s tu c k  m y  h e a d  in  to  see  w h a t  w o u ld  
h a p p e n . T h e  p la c e  w as  d im . w ith  
h e a v y  c u r ta in s  a n d  a  l ig h t  s h in in g  u p

o u t  o f  a c r y s ta l  b a ll  o n  th e  ta b le  in  
f r o n t  o f  th e  f o r tu n e - te l le r ,  w h o  s a t  b e 
h in d  it , lo o k in g  v e ry  m y s te r io u s  a ll  
m u ffled  u p  in  a d a r k  c lo a k . S h e  d i d n ’t 
see  u s a t  first, b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  h e r  
h a n d s  o v e r  b o th  eves.

“ B e  s e a te d ,”  s h e  says, in  a th r o a ty  
v o ic e , “ a n d  g a z e  in to  th e  b a l l . T h e n  
e x te n d  y o u r  h a n d , t h a t  I m a y  re a d  
th e  m y s tic  lin e s  o f  life  a n d  f o r t u n e  
b e f o r e  I lo o k  u p o n  th e  fa c e  o f  h im  o r  
h e r  w h o  seek s k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  f u 
t u r e .”

W i t h o u t  a w o rd . B ill  p u s h e s  T e d d y  
in to  th e  c h a i r ,  a n d  T e d d y  s tic k s  o u t  
h is p a w . T h e n  th e  M a d a m e  to o k  h e r  
h a n d s  off h e r  ey es a n d  s ta r te d  to  g r a b  
th e  p a w . W h e n  sh e  saw  it a n d  lo o k e d  
u p  a t  T e d d y ’s fa c e , h e r  ey es b u g g e d  
o u t ,  a n d  h e r  m o u t h  te ll  o p e n  n e a r ly  
as w id e  as  T e d d y ’s. S h e  w a s n ’t lik e  
th e  c o lo r e d  c u s to m e r ,  th o u g h . S h e  
s c r e a m e d  r ig h t  th e n ,  fit to  b u s t  y o u r  
e a rs , a n d  ju m p e d , a n d  to r e  th e  w h o le  
b a ck  o u t  o f  th e  te n t .  W e  h e a r d  h er  
r u n n in g  a w a y , a n d  y e l l in g : “ T h e  d e v 
i l ’s in  th e r e !  H e lp ! H e l p !  M y  G o d !”

A b o u t  th a t  t im e  w e  d e c id e d  to  m o v e  
o n . W h e n  w e c a m e  o u t ,  w e fo u n d  
th e  c r o w d  b ig g e r  th a n  e v e r , a ls o  a b o u t  
a d o z e n  c o p s . T h e y  k n e w  w h a t  w as  
g o in g  o n  a ll  r ig h t ,  a n d  s o m e  o l  ’e m  
k n e w  C h iv e r s  a n d  B ill , b u t  th e y  
w e r e n ’ t f r ie n d ly . T h e y  d r e w  th e ir  
g u n s , a n d  m a d e  B ill  p u t  th e  c h a in  
b a c k  o n  T e d d y ,  a n d  th e n  h u s tle d  us 
o u t  o f  th e  c a r n iv a l .  S a id  th e y  w e re  
ta k in g  us to  th e  lo c k -u p : b u t w h e n  
th e y  g o t  us o u t  o f  th e  g r o u n d s , w e  
s q u a r e d  ’e m  by c o u g h in g  u p  tw e n ty  
d o lla r s  a p ie c e  to  le t  u s g o .

“ A ll  r ig h t ,  b o y s, s in c e  n o  h a r m ’s 
b e e n  d o n e .”  sa id  th e  s e r g e a n t ,  “ b u t  g e t  
th e  h e ll o u t  o f  to w n  w ith  th a t  b e a r .” 
D a n  a n d  B ill s a id  th e y  h a d  th e ir  b ag s  
a t  th e  h o te l ,  so  a l t e r  w e  g a v e  ’e m  o n e  
o f  th e  w h isk y  b o ttle s , th e  c o p s  tu r n e d  
us lo o se  to  g o  b a c k  to  th e  C u s te r  
H o u s e .

O u t  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  h o te l  w as a S a l
v a t io n  A r m y  b a n d . W h e n  w e  c a m e  
a lo n g , th e y  w e r e  s in g in g  “ T e l l  M o th e r  
I 'l l  B e  T h e r e .”  “ T h a t ’s m y  f a v o r i te  
t u n e .” s a id  J a s p e r . “ I w as b r u n g  u p  
o n  it . H e r e .  T e d d y ,  th r o w  th is  o n  
th e  d r u m .” T e d d y  th r e w  th e  s ilv e r  
d o l la r ,  a n d  th e  c r o w d  c h e e r e d . W e ll ,  
s ir , w e  m a d e  th e  f o r t u n e  o f  t h a t  S a l
v a t io n  A r m y . J a s p e r  w o u ld  h a v e  T e d 
d v  d r in k  tin t o f  a  b o t t l e  o r  d o  tr ic k s

e v e ry  t im e  s o m e b o d y  to sse d  a c o in , a n d  
th a t  d r u m  s u r e  w a s  p o u n d e d  w ith  
c o in s . T h e  A r m y  g ir ls  h a d  to  sen d  
fo r  a  b u c k e t  to  h o ld  th e  m o n e y . A s a  
c l i m a x ,  D a n  a n d  B ill , h o ld in g  th e  
b e a r ,  w h o  w as w o b b ly  o n  h is  p in s  by 
th is  t im e , s a n g  a d u e t  . .b o u t  “ A  C ro ss  
I ’d  B e a r .” P e o p le  w e re  la u g h in g  so  
h a r d  th e y  fell o n  th e  s id e w a lk .

A b o u t  th a t  t im e  a n o th e r  o ld  r a n c h 
e r , a  p a l  o f  C h iv e r s  a n d  J a s p e r , c a m e  
u p  a n d  b e g g e d  th e  lo a n  o f  th e  b e a r .  
“ T h a t  b a r  in s id e  is so  ja m m e d .” h e  
c o m p la i n e d ,  “ th a t  a n  h o n e s t  c a t t l e m a n  
c a n ’t g e t  to  it. N o w , if I h a d  T e d d y  
to  o p e n  th e  w ay  f o r  m e , 1 c o u ld  d o  
s o m e th i n ’ a b o u t  th is  c o n s u m in ’ th i r s t .”  
B ill a llo w e d  h e  c o u ld  b o r r o w  T e d d y  
fo r  five m in u te s  if h e ’d  th r o w  a d o l la r  
o n  th e  d r u m , w h ic h  h e  d id , a n d  to o k  
T e d d y  in sid e . M e a n t im e , c o n s id e r 
in g  th e  ja m  a t  th e  b a r ,  w e s ta y e d  o u t 
s id e  a n d  r e fr e s h e d  o u rs e lv e s  w ith  w h a t  
w as le ft in  th e  g u n n y s a c k s  w e s til l  c a r 
r ie d .

A ll a t  o n c e  w e b e a r d  a te rrib le , u p 
r o a r  in s id e , a n d  m e n  a n d  s o m e  w o m e n ,  
to o . c a m e  s c r a m b lin g  o u t  o f  th e  lo b b y  
p e l l -m e ll .  S o m e  w e re  la u g h in g , a n d  
s o m e  lo o k e d  s c a r e d , so  w e k n e w  T e d d y  
m u s t b e  u p  to  s o m e th in g . W h e n  w e  
p u s h e d  th r o u g h  th e  c ro w d  a t  th e  d o o r  
o f  th e  b a r .  th e r e  w a s  a s o u n d  o l s m a s h 
in g  g la ss  a n d  a lo t m o r e  h o lle r in g .

WF. d i d n ’ t h a v e  a n y  t r o u b le  r e a c h 
in g  th e  m a h o g a n y , b e c a u s e  e v e ry 

b o d y  w as in th e  c o r n e r s  I th e  p la c e  
a n d  b e h in d  th e  ta b le s , a n d  s o m e  w e re  
u n d e r  th e  ta b le s . T h e r e  o n  th e  b a r  
w as T e d d y .  H e ’d k n o c k e d  o v e r  m o st  
o f  th e  g lasses  a n d  h a d  h is  n o se  b u rie d  
in  a s te in  o f  b e e r . H e  w as a ll  o v e r  
f o a m , a n d  c e r t a in l y  w as so u se d  to  th e  
ey es . B ill  J a s p e r  d r a g g e d  h im  d o w n  
o ff th e  b a r  a n d  s ta r te d  to  ta k e  h im  o u t .  
w h e n  th e  m a n a g e r  c a m e  r u n n in g  in , 
a n d  th e y  b e g a n  a b ig  a r g u m e n t .

A b o u t  t h a t  t im e  th in g s  b e g a n  to  be  
a  l i t t le  h azy  fo r  m e . I f ig u re d  I’d  h a d  
e n o u g h  b e a r  fo r  o n e  d a y , a n d  ju st  
a b o u t  e n o u g h  e v e r y th in g . I g o t  o u t 
s id e  in to  th e  lo b b y  a n d  by s q u in t in g  
h a r d  a t  th e  ta g  o n  th e  key I h a d  in  
m y  p o c k e t ,  m a n a g e d  to  d is c o v e r  th e  
n u m b e r  o l th e  r o o m  w e ’d e n g a g e d  
th a t  n o o n . I t e e te r e d  a w a y  fo r  th e  
s ta ir s . T h e  e le v a to r  w a s n 't  r u n n in g ,  
b e c a u s e  th e  e le v a to r  b o y  h a d  a lso  
jo in e d  th e  c ro w d  a r o u n d  D a n  a n d  
B ill  a n d  T e d d y  a n d  th e  m a n a g e r .  L a s t  
th in g  I h e a r d  as 1 c ra w le d  u p  th e  
s ta ir s  w a s  D a n  p r o te s t in g :  “ S u re , lie ’s 
h a r m le s s ! J u s t  m y  li ’ l o l ’ p e t  T e d d y .  
S u re  w e ’ll p a y —” S o m e h o w  I fo u n d  
th e  r o o m  a n d  c ra w le d  in to  a b ed , 
b o o ts  a n d  a ll .

N e x t  th in g  I k n e w  it w as m o r n in g ,  
a n d  1 h a d  a te r r i b le  h e a d a c h e , a n d  
s o m e th in g  a w f u l h a i r y  w as r e s t in g  oil 
m y  f a c e . I th o u g h t  i t  m u s t  b e  T e d d y  
in  b e d  w ith  m e . a n d  I r o l le d  o n t o  th e  
f lo o r  w ith  a y e ll. It w a s n 't  T e d d y ,
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th o u g h —o n ly  B i l l  J a s p e r ,  w h o  w a s  
s n o r in g  a w a y , w i th  h is  h e a d  u n d e r  m y  
c h in . D a n  C h iv e r s  s a t  u p  in  th e  o t h e r  
b e d , lo o k in g  lik e  a  d is s ip a te d  S a n ta  
C la u s . W e  a ll  g o t  u p ; a n d  10 te l l  th e  
t r u t h ,  th e  w o rld  d i d n ’t  lo o k  so  b r ig h t .

A f te r  b r e a k f a s t ,  w e  p a i d  o u r  b ill  
a n d  a  s iz a b le  c la im  f o r  T e d d y ’s b r e a k 
a g e  in  th e  b a r ,  a n d  s ta r te d  o u t  f o r  th e  
g a r a g e  o w n e d  b y  a  f r ie n d  o f  B i l l ’s, 
w h e re  D a n  a n d  B i l l  r e c a l le d  h a v in g  
c h a in e d  T e d d y  f o r  th e  n ig h t .  W e  a ll  
f e lt  a  b i t  s o m b e r , a n d  m o r e  so  w h e n  
w e  h e a r d  a  h u l la b a lo o  f r o m  in s id e  
th e  g a r a g e  b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  o p e n e d  th e  
d o o r . A n  o r n e r y - lo o k in g  c i t iz e n  w as  
d a n c in g  a r o u n d  th e  g a r a g e  flo o r a n d  
s w e a r in g  a  s tr e a k  a t  T e d d y ,  w h o ’d  
c r a w le d  o u t  o f  D a n ’s c a r .  T h e  le n g th  
o f  h is  c h a in  a llo w e d  h im  to  r e a c h  th e  
n e x t  c a r ,  a n d  T e d d y ’s h a n g -o v e r  m u s t  
h a v e  m a d e  h im  fe e l l ik e  b i t in g  s o m e 
th in g , f o r  h e 'd  c h e w e d  a f r o n t  t i r e  
a ll to  p ie ce s . I t  w a s  a n e w  t i r e ,  to o ,  
a n d  o f  c o u r s e  B il l  h a d  to  p a y  f o r  it , 
o r  th e  o w n e r  c o u l d  h a v e  c a l le d  in  th e  
p o lic e .

“ S u p p o s e  y o u  c o m e  d o w n  to  m y  
r a n c h ,” B ill  s a id  to  h im . “ I th in k  w e  
a ll  n e e d  a  r e s t  a f te r  th is , a n d  I 'd  lik e  
to  s h o w  yo u  s o m e  m o r e  o f  m y  p e ts .” 
“ D e v il ta k e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  p e t s !”  sa id  
D a n ; b u t a f te r  w e ’d h a d  a d r in k  o u t  
o f  a b o t t le  le f t in  B i l l ’s c a r ,  h e  fe lt  
b e t te r  a n d  a g r e e d  to  c o m e  a f te r  h e ’d  
te le p h o n e d  h is  jo c k e y  a t  th e  s ta b le s  
to  c a r r y  S a d  S a m  h o m e  in  h is  h o rse -  
t r a i le r .

M e a n tim e , B il l  a n d  I w e n t  o u t  a n d  
lo a d e d  a  c o u p le  ca se s  o f  w h is k y , b e 
c a u s e  C o lo r a d o  w as d r y  in  th o s e  d a y s ,  
a n d  e v e ry b o d y  a t  F o r t  C o l l in s  u se d  
to  s to ck  u p  w h e n e v e r  th e y  c a m e  to  
L a r a m ie .  W e  p u t  th e  w h isk y  in  th e  
b a ck  s e a t  a n d  c o v e r e d  it  u p  w ith  a  
r u g . I s a t  in  th e  b a c k , to o , a n d  B il l  
in sisted  o n  p u t t i n g  T e d d y  in  w i th  m e , 
n o  m a tte r  w h a t  1 s a id . “ I f  h e  w as  
g o o d  e n o u g h  f o r  y o u  to  d r in k  w ith  
y e s te r d a y , h e ’s g o o d  e n o u g h  to  r id e  
in  th e  b a ck  s e a t  w ith  v o u  to d a y ,”  s a id  
B ill .  H e  w as m y  b o ss, so  1 h a d  to  a c 
c e p t  T e d d y , w h o  I ’ll a d m it  svas a c t in g  
v e ry  s u b d u e d  a n d  o r d e r ly .

I m u s t  h a v e  g o n e  to  s le e p  r i g h t  
a w a y , b e c a u se  I w o k e  u p  fe e lin g  su f
f o c a te d  by a te r r i b le  w e ig h t ;  a n d  w h e n  
1 o p e n e d  m y  ey es , I c o u l d n ’ t  see  a  
th in g . I th o u g h t  I m u s t  b e  d e a d  a n d  
b u rie d , a n d  tr ie d  to  y e ll f o r  h e ip ,  
w h e n  T e d d y  r o lle d  off m y  c h e s t . H e ’d 
m e re ly  g o n e  to  s le e p  o n  to p  o f  m e .  
T h e n  I re a liz e d  th e  c a r  h a d  s to p p e d  
a n d  a n o th e r  a r g u m e n t  w a s  g o in g  o n .

T h i s  t im e  i t  w as tw o  C o lo r a d o  S ta te  
h ig h w a y  p o lic e ,  d e m a n d in g  t h a t  w e  
le t  ’e m  s e a rc h  th e  c a r  f o r  l i q u o r .  W e  
a in t  g o t  a th in g  to  d r in k  in  th e  c a r ,” 
o ld  C h iv e rs  w as h o l le r in g .  “ W e ll ,  
y o u ’v e  s u r e  g o t  p le n ty  o n  y o u r  b r e a t h ,” 
says th e  p o lic e .  “ L e t ’s see  w h a t  y o u ’v e  
g o t  th e r e  in  th e  b a c k  s e a t .”  W i t h  th a t ,  
h e  s tu c k  h is  m u g  in  th e  r e a r  d o o r ,

“ W e l l ,  b o y s , n o w  w e ’r e  o u t  o f  W y 
o m in g , 1 g u e ss  I  c a n  l e t  y o u  i n to  a  l i t 
t le  s e c r e t ,”  r e p l ie d  C h iv e rs . " I  k n e w  
w h e r e  S a m  w as s ta b le d  a l l  th e  t im e ,  
a n d  I  p u r p o s e ly  d e la y e d  s t a r t i n g  f o r  
th e  s ta b le s  u n t i l  p r e t t y  la t e .  I  k n e w  
B il l ,  h e r e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  T e d d y  a lo n g ,  
a n d  w e ’d  h a v e  to  d r iv e  r e a l  slow  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  c r o w d  a t  th e  p a d d o c k ,  
a n d  th e n  b a c k  a g a in .  T h o s e  h o rs e s  
in s id e  th e i r  s ta b le s  c o u l d n ’t  see T e d d y ,  
b u t  th e y  c o u ld  smell a  b e a r ,  a n d  it  
n e a r ly  d r o v e  ’e m  w ild .

“ I f  y o u ’d  b e e n  l is te n in g , y o u  c o u ld  
h a v e  h e a r d  ’e m  k ic k in g  a n d  s q u e a lin g  
in s id e . T h e y  w e n t  c ra z y  w h e n  w e  
w e n t  b y  th e  firs t t im e , a n d  c r a z ie r  
w h e n  w e  c a m e  b a c k  th e  s a m e  w ay . 
O ld  S a m , w a y  o v e r  in  th e  b ig  b a r n  a t  
th e  e n d , n e v e r  s m e lle d  T e d d y ,  a n d  so  
h e  w a s n ’t  b o th e r e d  a t  a ll .  T h e  re st  
o f  th e  fie ld  r a n  th e i r  r a c e  b e f o r e  th e y  
e v e r  le f t  th e  p a d d o c k . T h a t ’s w h a t  
h a p p e n e d ,  b o y s, a n d  w e  o w e  o u r  p re s 
e n t  s ta te  o f  p r o s p e r i ty ,  in  s p ite  o l  a 
few  u n a v o i d a b le  e x p e n s e s , t o  T e d d y ,  
as w e ll as  S a m . W h a t  say w e  s to p  
a n d  g iv e  th e  b e a r  a  d r in k  r i g h t  n o w ?  
I r e c k o n  h e  n e e d s  i t ,  a n d  so  d o  w e ."  
A n d  t h a t ’s w h a t  w e d id .

a n d  T e d d y  r o u s e d  u p  a n d  n e a r ly  b i t  
h i m  o n  th e  n o s e . T h e  p o l ic e  fe ll  o v e r  
b a c k w a r d , w h e n  T e d d y  h u n g  o u t  o v e r  
th e  d o o r  a n d  s h o o k  h is  p a w  a t  th e m .  
“ S ee . No l i q u o r .  J u s t  a  n ic e  g e n t le  
b e a r , "  say s B i l l .  “ F o r  G o d ’s s a k e , ta k e  
y o u r  m e n a g e r ie  o u t  o f  h e r e ,”  y e lle d  
th e  p o l ic e ,  a n d  g o t  b a c k  o n  th e i r  m o 
to r c y c le s .  W e  s h o v e d  a lo n g .

B e f o r e  w e  g o t  h o m e , 1 ta p p e d  D a n  
C h iv e r s  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  s o m e th in g  th a t  
h a d  b e e n  b o th e r in g  m e  in  m y  lu c i d  in 
te r v a ls  e v e r  s in c e  th e  r a c e .  “ D a n , h o w -  
c o m e  a l l  th o s e  h o rs e s  a c te d  so  w ild  
in  th e  f r e e -f o r -a l l ,  y e s te r d a y ?  S o m e  o f  
’e m  m ig h t  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  o n  a  tr a c k  
b e f o r e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a m a z in g  t h a t  a ll  
f ifte e n  c a r r ie d  o n  t h a t  w a y . L o o k e d  
l ik e  g o o d  h o rs e s , to o . O ld  S a m  r a n  
a ll  r ig h t ,  b u t  h e  w a s n ’ t s e t t in g  a n y  
r e c o r d s , a t  th a t .  W h a t  g o t  i n to  th o s e  
h o rs e s , a n y w a y ? ”

58



Father o f  Baseball
IF ,  as  W e l l in g to n  s a id , th e  B a t t l e  

o f  W a t e r l o o  w a s  w o n  o n  th e  
p la y in g -f ie ld s  o f  E t o n ,  h o w  m a n y  
v ic to r ie s  w e r e  s ire d  o n  th e  d i a 

m o n d s  o f  A m e r i c a !  I t is s in g u la r ly  a p 
p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  th e  f a th e r  o f  so  m a n y  
A m e r i c a n  m i l i t a r y  t r iu m p h s  (a c h ie v e d  
a n d  y e t  to  c o m e )  w as a  p r o f e s s io n a l  
s o ld ie r .

O n  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 8 1 9 ,  A b n e r  D o u b le d a y  
w a s  b o r n  in  a  N e w  Y o r k  S t a te  c o m 
m u n i ty  t h a t  f ittin g ly  h a d  th e  n a m e  o f  
B a lls to n  S p a . T h e  la d  w a s  o f  H u g u e 
n o t  o r ig i n :  a t  o n e  tim e  th e  n a m e  h a d  
b e e n  s p e lle d  “ D u b a ld y .” H e  b o r e  th e  
n a m e  o f  a  g r a n d f a t h e r  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  
in  th e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W a r  a t  B u n k e r  
H i l l  a n d  S to n y  P o in t ,  a f te r  w h ic h  h e  
w a s  c a p t u r e d  a n d  s e n t to  th e  n o to r io u s  
p r is o n  s h ip  Jersey, w h ic h  p e r v e r s e ly  
t r a n s f e r r e d  h is  a f fe c tio n s  to  N a v a l  li fe  
a f te r  h is  re le a s e . Y o u n g  A b n e r  w as  
th e  so n  o f  H e s te r  a n d  U ly sses  F r e e m a n  
D o u b le d a y ; h is  f a th e r ,  a  s m a ll - to w n  
e d i to r ,  w as to  sp e n d  f o u r  y e a rs  a s  a  
D e m o c r a t i c  C o n g r e s s m a n .

T h e  b o y  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l a t  A u b u r n  
a n d  C o o p e r s to w n , N e w  Y o r k . H e  w as  
p r e p a r in g  f o r  a  c a r e e r  a s  a  c iv il  e n g i
n e e r ;  b u t  h e  w as a b le  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a p 
p o in t m e n t  to  W e s t  P o in t  in  1 8 3 8 ,  a n d  
th e r e a f te r  h e  w a s  a  s o ld ie r —w ith  c e r 
ta i n  m e n ta l  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic s  o f  th e  e n g i 
n e e r .

I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1 8 3 9 , C a d e t  D o u b le 
d a y  s p e n t  a  v a c a t i o n  in  C o o p e r s to w n  
w ith  h is  o ld  s c h o o l f r ie n d s . T h e  c h a o t 
ic  n a t u r e  o f  th e  b a ll  g a m e s  th e y  p la y e d  
d is tu r b e d  th e  m e th o d ic a l  m in d  o f  th e  
W e s t  P o in t e r .  F r o m  te n  t o  th i r ty  o r  
m o r e  p e r s o n s  p la y e d  a  g a m e  t h a t  w as  
a  h o d g e p o d g e  o f  o n e -o ld -c a t ,  r o u n d e r s ,  
a n d  o t h e r  s p o r ts —w ith  in n u m e r a b le  
v a r ia t io n s .  T h e  g a m e s  s t r e t c h e d  o v e r  
a n  u n d e f in e d  a r e a  o f  g r o u n d , a n d  c o l 
lis io n s  o f  p la y e r s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ,  in 
v o lv in g  p la y e r s  o n  th e  s a m e  te a m  w h o  
h a d  n o  c le a r ly  d e s ig n a te d  s e c t io n s  to  

a t r o l  as w e ll as  p la y e r s  in  d if f e re n t  
u t  o v e r la p p i n g  g a m e s . T h e  m o r e  

v ir i le  a th le te s  p la y e d  a g a m e  th a t  r e 
t i r e d  th e  b a t t e r  o r  r u n n e r  b y  h i t t i n g  
( “ b u r n in g ” ) h im  w ith  th e  b a l l ;  o f te n  

th e  " r e t i r e m e n t ” w a s  m o r e  th a n  n o m 
in a l.

O n e  d a y , a t  a  g a m e  o n  th e  o ld  P h in -  
n e y  p a s tu r e  in  C o o p e r s to w n , th e  m e 
th o d i c a l  D o u b le d a y  o u t l i n e d  in  th e  
d i r t  a n  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  o f  th e  n o w -  
f a m i l ia r  d i a m o n d  la y o u t ,  in d ic a t i n g  
th e  lo c a t io n s  o f  th e  p la y e r s , a t  t h a t  
t im e  l i m it e d  t o  e le v e n  m e n  p e r  s id e . 
H e  a ls o  s k e tc h e d  a  m e m o r a n d u m  o f  
r u le s  f o r  th is  n e w  g a m e , w h ic h  h e  
c a l le d  b a s e b a ll , as  th e  fie ld  c o n s is te d

Abner Doubleday, a cadet at West 
Point devised our modern game in 
1839 while on vacation at Coopers
town, N. Y . Later he commanded 
the hopeless defense of Fort Sum
ter at the start of the Civil W ar; 
as Major General at Gettysburg he 
had two horses shot under him.

by Robert S. 
Holzman

o f  f o u r  b ases  ( i n c lu d in g  h o m e  b a s e ) . 
I t  c a n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t  th e  r e g u l a te d  
g a m e  w as in s ta n t ly  a n  u n q u a l i f ie d  s u c 
ce ss ; b u t  th e  y o u th s  o f  C o o p e r s to w n  
p la y e d  i t  o n  th e  m i l i t ia  lo t , M r . B e n 
n e t t ’s f ie ld  s o u th  o f  O ts e g o  A c a d e m y ,  
o r  in  th e  M i l l e r ’s B a y  n e ig h b o r h o o d .  
D o u b le d a y  h im s e lf  w as  a  c a tc h e r .

D o u b le d a y  r e tu r n e d  to  W e s t  P o in t  
a f te r  h is  v a c a t i o n ,  a n d  o n  J u l y  1, 1 8 4 2 ,  
h e  w a s  g r a d u a te d  f r o m  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  M il i ta r y  A c a d e m y . H is  g r a d u a 
t io n  r a n k  w a s  N u m b e r  2 4  in  a  c la ss  o f  
5 6 ,  a n d  a m o n g  h is  c la s s m a te s  w h o  w e r e  
to  r is e  to  h ig h  m i l i t a r y  s ta t i o n  w e r e  
( in  a c a d e m ic  o r d e r )  J o h n  N e w to n ,  

W i l l i a m  S. R o s e c r a n s ,  J o h n  P o p e ,  
D . H .  H i l l ,  a n d  J a m e s  L o n g s tr e e t .

T h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  th e  n e w  g a m e  
r e a c h e d  N e w  Y o r k  C ity ,  a n d  a  lo t  o n  
E a s t  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  w a s  u t i l iz e d , p r e c is e ly  
w h e r e  th e  firs t M a d is o n  S q u a r e  G a r 
d e n  w as s u b s e q u e n tly  to  b e  e r e c te d .  
I n  c o m m o n  w i th  o t h e r  n e w  N i n e te e n th  
C e n t u r y  s p o r ts ,  i t  w as a t  firs t th e  p r i 
v a te  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  w e a l th y  a m a te u r  
g e n tle m e n  e x c lu s iv e ly .

I n  th is  y e a r ,  D o u b le d a y  w a s  b r e 
v e te d  a  s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t  in  th e  T h i r d  
A r t i l le r y .  H e  s e rv e d  in  th e  g a r r i s o n  
a t  F o r t  J o h n s t o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  
f r o m  1 8 4 2  to  1 8 4 4 ;  a t  h i s t o r i c  F o r t  M c 
H e n r y  (o f  “ T h e  S t a r  S p a n g le d  B a n 
n e r ” f a m e )  in  1 8 4 4 ;  a n d  a t  F o r t  M o u l 
t r ie ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  in  1 8 4 4  a n d  1 8 4 5 .  
F e l lo w -m e m b e r s  o f  th is  r e g im e n t  w e r e  
th e  f u tu r e  G e n e r a ls  J o h n  F .  R e y n o ld s ,  
W i l l i a m  T .  S h e r m a n  a n d  G e o r g e  
T h o m a s  ( l a t e r  c a l le d  th e  “ R o c k  o f  
C h i c k a m a u g a ” ) .

I n  1 8 4 5 , D o u b le d a y  r e c e iv e d  h is  p e r 
m a n e n t  c o m m is s io n  as  s e c o n d  l i e u te n 
a n t  in  th e  F i r s t  A r t i l le r y .  I n  th e  s a m e  
y e a r ,  A l e x a n d e r  J .  C a r t w r ig h t  o f  N e w  
Y o r k  f o r m e d  th e  firs t b a s e b a ll  c lu b , th e  
K n ic k e r b o c k e r s .  T h e  c lu b  p r a c t i c e d  
o n  a  l o t  in  th e  M u r r a y  H i l l  s e c t io n  o f  
N e w  Y o r k  C ity ,  b u t  s o o n  f o u n d  a  m o r e
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id y ll ic  s p o t  in  th e  E ly s ia n  F ie ld s , H o 
b o k e n , N e w  J e r s e y .  T h e  first in te r 
c lu b  g a m e  w as  p la y e d  o n  th a t  field  o n  
J u n e  1 9 , 1 8 4 6 , w h e n  th e  N e w  Y o r k  
C lu b  d e f e a te d  th e  K n ic k e r b o c k e r s ,  
2 1 -1 ,  in  a  4 - i n n i n g  g a m e : in  t h a t  d a y ,  
21  r u n s  ( “ a c e s ” ) c o n s t i tu t e d  a  c o n 
te s t , h a n d b a l l - m a n n e r .

D o u b le d a y  w as p r o m o te d  to  first 
l i e u t e n a n t  o n  M a r c h  3 , 1 8 4 7 . T h e  fo l
lo w in g  y e a r , h e  p a r t i c i p a te d  in  th e  
M e x ic a n  W a r  w i th  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ’s 
a r m y  a n d  sa w  s e rv ic e  in  th e  b a t t le s  o f  
M o n te r e y  a n d  B u e n a  V is ta .

B a s e b a ll  g r e w  s lo w ly  b u t  s te a d ily .  
I n  1 8 5 0 , th e  W a s h in g to n  C lu b  w as  
f o r m e d  in  N e w  Y o r k , a n d  o n  J u n e  3 o f  
th e  f o llo w in g  y e a r  th is  te a m  c h a l 
le n g e d  th e  p io n e e r  K n ic k e r b o c k e r s ,  
w h o  b e a t  th e  u p s ta r t s  f r o m  Y o r k v i l le ,  
2 1 -1 1 ,  in  e ig h t  in n in g s . T h e  K n ic k 
e r b o c k e r s  c r e a t e d  a s e n s a tio n  by a p 
p e a r in g  in  u n if o r m s — b lu e  lo n g  t r o u 
se rs , w h ite  s h ir ts , a n d  s tr a w  h a ts . T h e  
K n ic k e r b o c k e r s  a ls o  w o n  a r e tu r n  
m a t c h  tw o  w eek s  la t e r ,  2 2 -2 0 ,  in  th e  
firs t te n - in n in g  g a m e .

O n  J u l y  16 , 1 8 5 3 . th e  N e w  Y o r k  
Clipper p r in te d  th e  first ta b u la r  b o x -  
s c o re ,  c o v e r in g  a  g a m e  p la y e d  e le v e n  
d a y s  p r e v io u s ly , w h e n  th e  K n ic k e r 
b o c k e r s  d e f e a te d  th e  G o th a m s , 2 1 -1 2 .

O n  M a r c h  3 , 1 8 5 5 , D o u b le d a y  w as  
p r o m o te d  to  c a p t a i n  in  th e  F i r s t  A r 
t i l le r y , e ig h t  y e a r s  to  th e  d a y  a f te r  h is  
p r o m o t i o n  to  firs t l i e u te n a n t .

J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  sa w  th e  first b a se 
b a l l  c o n v e n ti o n ,  w i th  tw e n ty -fiv e  c lu b s  
r e p r e s e n te d .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c ia 
t i o n  o f  B a s e b a l l  P la y e r s  w a s  f o r m e d ,  
a n d  v a r io u s  im p r o v e m e n ts  w e r e  su g 
g e s te d . O n e  o f  th e s e  in n o v a t io n s  w as  
se e n  o n  J u l y  2 0 ,  1 8 5 8 , w h e n  a  fifty- 
c e n t  a d m is s io n  fe e  w a s  c h a r g e d  f o r  
a  M a n h a t ta n -v e r s u s -B r o o k ly n  m a tc h  
p la y e d  a t  th e  F a s h i o n  r a c e -c o u r s e  o n  
L o n g  I s la n d . In  th o s e  d a y s , M a n h a t 
t a n  p la y e d  a  b e t te r  b r a n d  o f  b a l l ,  o r  
so  th e  s c o r e  i n d ic a te d :  2 2 -1 8 .  C a p t a in  
D o u b le d a y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  p r e s e n t , as  h e  
w as th e n  e n g a g e d  in  a  m o r e  d e s p e r a te  
c o n te s t  w i th  th e  S e m in o le  In d ia n s  in  
F l o r i d a .

I n  1 8 6 0 , th e  firs t b a s e b a ll  to u r  to o k  
p la c e ,  th e  B r o o k ly n  E x c e ls io r s  m a k in g  
a  s u c c e ss fu l t r i p  th r o u g h  N e w  Y o r k  
S ta te .  A g a in  C a p t a in  D o u b le d a y  h a d  
m o r e  p r e s s in g  b u sin e ss , f o r  a f te r  a  tw o -  
y e a r  le a v e , h e  w as  n o w  a s sig n e d  to  
F o r t  M o u l t r ie  in  C h a r le s to n  H a r b o r .

D o u b le d a y  f o u n d  h im s e lf  o n  a  p o w 
d e r -k e g  in  C h a r le s to n ,  f ig u ra tiv e ly  a n d  
a lm o s t  l i te r a l ly .  T h e  fu ll f u r y  o f  th e  
C iv i l  W a r  w a s  a b o u t  to  b u r s t .  O f  th e  
t h r e e  F e d e r a l  f o r t s  in  th e  h a r b o r ,  C a s-



t ie  P in c k n e y  w as  so  u n p r o te c te d  as  to  
b e  u se less , F o r t  S u m te r  w a s  u n fin is h e d  
a n d  u n o c c u p ie d , a n d  F o r t  M o u ltr ie  
w as e x p o s e d  to  s m a ll -a r m s  fire  f ro m  
h o u s e s  o n  S u l l iv a n ’s I s la n d . M o u ltr ie  
w a s  m e re ly  a  se a  b a t te r y ;  “ n o  o n e  e v e r  
im a g in e d  i t  w o u ld  b e  a t t a c k e d  b y  o u r  
o w n  p e o p le ,”  w r o te  D o u b le d a y , “ a n d  
if  a s sa ile d  b y  f o re ig n e r s ,  i t  w a s  s u p 
p o se d  t h a t  a n  a r m y  o f  c itiz e n -s o ld ie r s  
w o u ld  b e  th e r e  to  d e f e n d  i t .”  A s  w a r  
n e a r e d , S e c r e ta r y  o f  W a r  J o h n  B . F lo y d  
( l a te r  a  C o n f e d e r a te  g e n e r a l )  h a d  

$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  a p p r o p r ia te d  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n 
in g  F o r t  M o u l t r ie  a n d  $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  F o r t  
S u m te r ,  o n  th e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  w a r  w ith  
E n g la n d  w a s  im m i n e n t  o v e r  a M e x ic a n  
in c i d e n t ;  b u t  as  n o  t r o o p  r e in f o r c e 
m e n ts  w e r e  s e n t to  th e  f o r ts ,  i t  w as  
o b v io u s  t h a t  F lo y d  w a n te d  th e s e  fo rts  
a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  C o n f e d e r a te s  w ith  n o  
e x c e ss  p e r s o n n e l  to  b e  d isp o s e d  o f . 
T h e  g a r r is o n s  o f  th e  C h a r le s to n  f o r ts  
s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  1 0 5 0  m e n ; in s te a d ,  
th e y  r e m a in e d  a t  s ix ty -f iv e  s o ld ie rs ,  
a n d  a  b ra ss  b a n d .

M a jo r  R o b e r t  A n d e r s o n  o f  K e n 
tu c k y  c o m m a n d e d  th e  f o r ts , w ith  
D o u b le d a y  th e  s e n io r  c o m m a n d e r .  So  
v u ln e r a b le  w a s  o ld  F o r t  M o u l t r ie  
( M a j o r  A n d e r s o n ’s f a th e r  h a d  s e rv e d  
th e r e  in  th e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W a r )  th a t  
a t t a c k  b y  p a t r i o t i c  C h a r le s to n ia n s  w as  
c o n s ta n t ly  e x p e c te d ,  a n d  g u a r d s  w e re  
p o ste d  c o n t in u o u s ly . L o n g  g u a r d  d u ty  
b e c a m e  so  o n e r o u s  t h a t  th e  w iv e s  o f  
D o u b le d a y  a n d  o f  C a p t a in  T r u m a n  
S e y m o u r  e v e n  to o k  r e l ie f  to u r s  o f  d itty .  
I t  w as p a in f u lly  o b v io u s  t h a t  few  
c o u ld  s u r v iv e  a f o r m a l  a t t a c k ,  b u t  
D o u b le d a y  s to ic a l ly  n o te d  th a t ,  “ it d id  
n o t  g r e a tly  c o n c e r n  u s, s in c e  th a t  risk  
w as m e re ly  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  b u sin e ss , a n d  
w e  in te n d e d  to  m a k e  th e  b e s t f ig h t w e  
c o u l d .” D o u b le d a y  p r o p o s e d  b u r n in g  
d o w n  th e  h o u s e s  t h a t  o v e r lo o k e d  th e  
f o r t ,  b u t  A n d e r s o n  v e to e d  th e  id e a .

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 8 6 0 , th e  g a r r i s o n  
w a s  s u d d e n ly  e v a c u a te d  to  F o r t  S u m 
te r  w h ile  th e  C h a r le s to n  m il i t ia  w as  
ta k in g  its  s ie s ta . T h e  u n fin is h e d  f o r t  
h a d  p le n ty  o f  g u n s , b u t  l i t t l e  e q u ip 
m e n t  a n d  few  d e f e n d e rs . T h e r e  w a s  n o  
i l lu m in a t io n  th e  first n i g h t ;  th e  f o l
lo w in g  d a y , M rs . D o u b le d a y  b r o u g h t  
a  s u p p ly  o f  c a n d le s  to  S u m t e r ’s is la n d .  
T h e  w o m e n  w e r e  th e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  
b a c k  N o r t h ;  th e  d e f e n d e rs  p r e p a r e d  
f o r  a t t a c k ,  a n d  th e  lo n g  w a i t in g  p e r io d  
b e g a n .

J u s t  a f te r  d a w n  o n  J a n u a r y  9 . 1 8 6 1 ,  
D o u b le d a y  saw  th e  Star of the 
IVest, a  la r g e  s h ip  s e n t b y  th e  F e d e r a l  
a u th o r i t ie s  w ith  t r o o p  a n d  materiel 
r e in f o r c e m e n ts .  T h e  S o u th e r n  fo rc e s  
a t  F o r t  M o u l t r ie  f ire d  o n  th e  s h ip ,  
w h ic h  a t  o n c e  w ith d r e w ; a n d  th e  g a r 
r is o n  k n e w  th a t  i t  w as is o la te d .

T h e  in c o m in g  P r e s id e n t  r e a liz e d  
th a t  F o r t  S u m t e r ’s lo ss w o u ld  b e  a  
g r e a t  b lo w  to  N o r t h e r n  p r e s tig e , a n d  
o n ly  a  few  d a y s  a f te r  h is  in a u g u r a l ,  
L i n c o ln  d e te r m in e d  to  le a r n  th e  p o s 

s ib i lit ie s  o f  its  h o ld i n g  o u t .  D o u b le 
d a y  r e c o r d e d :  " M y  w ife , w h o  w a s  in  
W a s h in g to n ,  w as v e ry  m u c h  s u r p r is e d  
a t  r e c e iv in g  a  c a l l  f r o m  th e  P r e s id e n t .  
H e  c a m e  q u ie t ly  to  r e q u e s t  h e r  to  
s h o w  h i m  m y  le t te r s  f r o m  F o r t  S u m 
te r ,  so  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  f o r m  a  b e t te r  
o p in i o n  as  to  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a ffa irs  
th e r e ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  r e g a r d  to  
o u r  r e s o u r c e s .”

O n  A p r i l  1 2 , 1 8 6 1 , th e  S o u th e r n  
f o rc e s  b e g a n  a n  in te n s iv e  b o m b a r d 
m e n t  o f  F o r t  S u m te r .  C a p t a in  D o u b l e 
d a y  p e r s o n a l ly  a im e d  th e  first g u n  
f ire d  in  r e p ly , th e  in i t i a l  U n i o n  g u n  
f ire d  in  th e  C iv i l  W a r .  H is  a im  w a s  
g o o d , b u t  th e  s h o t  “ b o u n d e d  off f ro m  
th e  s lo p in g  s id e  o f  th e  ( i r o n c la d ]  b a t 
te r y  o p p o s i te  w i th o u t  p r o d u c in g  a n y  
a p p a r e n t  e f fe c t .”  T h e  L In io n  d e 
fe n d e r s  ■ f o u g h t  b a c k  g a l la n t ly  b u t  
h o p e le s s ly . P o w d e r -b a g s  s o o n  r a n  o u t ;  
f la n n e l s h ir ts  a n d  M a jo r  A n d e r s o n ’s 
so ck s  w e r e  filled  w i th  p o w d e r  to  d is 
c h a r g e  th e  th r e e  te n - in c h  c o lu m b ia d s .  
T h e  g a r r i s o n  a r t i l l e r y m e n  w e re  g r e a t 
ly a id e d  in  a im in g  th e i r  c a n n o n  b y  a 
m e c h a n is m  d e v is e d  b y  D o u b le d a y ; in  
th e  le is u re ly  d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  b o m b a r d 
m e n t ,  h e  h a d  p a in te d  a w h ite  v e r t ic a l  
l in e  o n  e a c h  g u n  b r e e c h , w h ic h  c o td d  
th e n  b e  r e a d i ly  m o v e d  to  c o n f o r m  to  
th e  a n g le  e le v a t io n s  o f  v a r io u s  p r e 
d e t e r m in e d  o b je c tiv e s  as  m a r k e d  o n  a 
r o d  se t n e x t  to  e a c h  g u n . F o o d  r a n  
o u t  o n  A p r il  14 , a n d  th e  g a r r i s o n  s u r 
r e n d e r e d ,  u n d e r  te r m s  w h ic h  p r o v id e d  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b a c k  to  N e w  Y o r k  o n  
th e  S .S . Baltic.

FR O M  A p r i l  1 9  to  J u n e  3 , D o u b le 
d a y  se rv e d  a t  F o r t  H a n c o c k ,  N e w  

Y o r k , w h e r e  h e  r e c e iv e d  h is  m a j o r ’s 
c o m m is s io n  o n  M a y  14. H e  th e n  saw  
s e rv ic e  in  th e  S h e n a n d o a h  V a lle y  f o r  
s e v e r a l  m o n th s , r e t u r n i n g  to  W a s h in g 
to n  to  c o m m a n d  a b a t te r y . H e r e  h e  
r e m a in e d  u n t i l  M a y . 1 8 6 2 , a n d  m a d e  
a  n u m b e r  o f  a c q u a in t a n c e s  in  th e  c a p i 
ta l , in c l u d in g  th e  P r e s id e n t .  O n  F e b 
r u a r y  3 , 1 8 6 2 ,  h e  w a s  m a d e  a  b r ig a 
d ie r -g e n e r a l  o f  v o lu n te e r s ,  f o r  a s h o r t  
t im e  c o m m a n d in g  a ll  th e  W a s h in g to n  
d e fe n s e s . T h e r e  fo llo w e d  s e rv ic e  in  
th e  fie ld , a n d  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 8 6 2 ,  
h e  w a s  p r o m o te d  to  m a jo r -g e n e r a l  o f  
v o lu n te e r s .  D o u b le d a y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in  th e  b a t t le s  o f  B u ll  R u n  ( s e c o n d ) , 
A n tie ta m , F r e d e r ic k s b u r g  a n d  C h a n -  
c e llo rs v il le .

D o u b le d a y  s h o w e d  h im s e lf  t o  b e  
q u ie t  a n d  c o o l in  tim e  o f  s tre ss ; h e  w as  
s to lid  a n d  s te a d y  in  a n  u n s p e c ta c u la r  
w ay . O b s e r v e r s  n o te d  th a t  h e  w a s  d is 
t in g u is h e d  in  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  d ig n ifie d  a n d  c o u r te o u s  in  m a n 
n e r .  H is  r e te n t iv e  m e m o r y  w as le g 
e n d a r y . U n lik e  o t h e r  g e n e r a ls  o f  th a t  
d a y . h e  w as  n o t  a d d ic te d  to  l i q u o r  o r  
to b a c c o ,  a n d  h e  w a s  n e v e r  k n o w n  to  
s w e a r . H is  m e n  m a y  n o t  h a v e  a p 
p r o v e d  o f  h is  h a b i t  o f  r e c i t i n g  p o e tr y  
w h ile  o n  th e  m a r c h .

B a s e b a l l  w a s  f a r  f r o m  f o r g o t t e n  in  
th is  p e r io d .  C o lo n e l  A . G . M ills  ( l a te r  
P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e )  h as  
w r i t t e n  h o w  h e  p a c k e d  b a t  a n d  b a l l  as  
p a r t  o f  h is  s ta n d a r d  e q u ip m e n t ,  a n d  
m o r e  m e n  le a r n e d  th e  g a m e  in  th e  
A r m y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  O n  D e c e m b e r  
1 5 , 1 8 6 2 , th e  te a m  o f  D u r y e a ’s Z o u a v e s  
p la y e d  a n  a l l -s ta r  a g g r e g a t io n  o f  o t h e r  
s o ld ie r s  b e f o r e  f o r ty  th o u s a n d  s p e c ta 
to rs  a t  H i l t o n  H e a d ,  S o u th  C a r o l in a .

O n  J u l y  1, 1 8 6 3 , th e  C o n f e d e r a te  
v a n g u a r d  m a d e  c o n t a c t  w i th  U n io n  
c a v a l r y  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  B u f o r d , a n d  th e  
b a t t le  o f  G e t ty s b u r g  s ta r te d .  G e n e r a l  
R e y n o ld s , c o m m a n d in g  th e  th r e e  
U n io n  c o r p s  o n  th e  s ce n e , g a v e  th e  
F i r s t  C o r p s  to  D o u b le d a y ; w h e n  R e y 
n o ld s  w a s  k i lle d , D o u b le d a y  to o k  o v e r  
th e  fu ll  F 'e d e ra l c o m m a n d  f o r  m a n y  in 
v a lu a b le  h o u r s  d u r i n g  th e  first d a y ’s 
f ig h tin g . F i n a l l y ,  w h e n  h is  m e n  w e re  
fo rc e d  b a c k  u n d e r  tr e m e n d o u s  o d d s , 
th e y  r e t i r e d  in  g o o d  o r d e r  to  a p o s i
t io n  o n  C e m e te r y  R id g e  w h ic h  w as  
h e ld  th r o u g h o u t  th e  e n g a g e m e n t .  H is  
c o r p s  lo s t  tw o -th ir d s  o f  its  m e n , b u t  
h e  h e ld  h is  lin e s . W r o t e  D o u b le d a y :  
“ W e  lay  o n  o u r  a r m s  th a t  n ig h t a m o n g  
th e  to m b s  a t  G e t ty s b u r g , so  s u g g e s tiv e  
o f  th e  s h o r tn e s s  o f  life  a n d  th e  n o th 
in g n e s s  o f  f a m e ; b u t  th e  m e n  w e re  
l i t t l e  d isp o s e d  to  m o r a l iz e  o n  th e m e s  
l ik e  th e s e  a n d  w e r e  m u c h  to o  e x 
h a u s te d  t o  th in k  o f  a n y th i n g  b u t  
m u c h -n e e d e d  r e s t .”

D e s p i te  D o u b le d a y ’s p r ic e le s s  s e rv ic e  
th a t  first d a y  o f  b a t t le ,  th e  A r m y  c o m 
m a n d e r ,  G e n e r a l  M e a d e , to o k  a w ay  
th e  F i r s t  C o r p s  a n d  g a v e  i t  t o  a n  e n g i
n e e r  g e n e r a l  w h o  w a s  ju n io r  t o  D o u 
b le d a y : J o h n  N e w to n , w h o  h a d  b e e n  
N u m b e r  T w o  m a n  in  h is  W e s t P o in t  
c la ss . D o u b le d a y  r e tu r n e d  to  c o m 
m a n d  h is  d iv is io n , g r e a t ly  h u m ilia te d  
by th is  a c t io n  b y  h is  s u p e r io r  w h o  h a d  
n o t  e v e n  b e e n  p r e s e n t  o n  th e  fie ld ; 
b u t  h e  p e r f o r m e d  f u r th e r  d i s t in 
g u is h e d  s e rv ic e , a n d  h e  p a r t i c i p a te d  
in  th e  b lo o d y  r e p u ls e  o f  P ic k e t t ’s 
c h a r g e  o n  th e  th ir d  d a y  o f  th e  b a t t le ,  
lo s in g  tw o  h o rs e s  w h ic h  w e r e  s h o t u n 
d e r  b im  in  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ’s f ig h tin g . 
In  d e s c r ib in g  th e  c h a r g e  to  th e  C o n 
g r e s s io n a l C o m m i t te e  o n  th e  C o n d u c t  
o f  th e  W a r ,  D o u b le d a v  c o n c lu d e d :  
“ T h u s  th e  d a y  w a s  w o n , a n d  th e  
c o u n tr y  s a v e d .”

D o u b le d a y  w a s  a g a in  a t  G e t ty s b u r g  
w h e n  P r e s id e n t  L i n c o l n  c a m e  to  d e d i
c a t e  th e  N a t io n a l  C e m e te r y . H is  w ife  
wras a ls o  a c q u a in t e d  w ith  th e  L in c o ln s  
b y  n o w  a n d  o f te n  a p p e a r e d  as p a r t  o f  
th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  e n t o u r a g e  a t  v is its  to  
h o s p ita ls  a n d  fa irs .

D o u b le d a y ’s la t e r  w a r  s e rv ic e  w as  
o f  n o n c o m b a t a n t  n a t u r e .  F r o m  th e  
e n d  o f  1 8 6 3  u n t i l  A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 8 6 5 , h e  
s e rv e d  o n  c o u r ts -m a r t ia l  a n d  v a r io u s  
s p e c ia l  c o m m is s io n s , a l th o u g h  h e  w as  
te m p o r a r i ly  g iv e n  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  
s o u th e a s te r n  d e fe n s e s  o f  W a s h in g to n  
w h e n  G e n e r a l  E a r l y  th r e a t e n e d  th a t
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c i ty  in  J u l y ,  1 8 6 4 . H e  w a s  b r e v e te d  
c o lo n e l  in  th e  R e g u l a r  A r m y  o n  M a r c h  
1 1 , 1 8 6 5 ; tw o  d a y s  la t e r  h e  w as c o m 
m is s io n e d  b r ig a d ie r -  a n d  m a jo r -g e n 
e r a l  in  th e  R e g u l a r  A r m y  “ f o r  g a l la n t  
a n d  m e r i t o r io u s  s e rv ic e s  d u r i n g  th e  
R e b e l l io n .”

T h e  e n d  o f  th e  w a r  g a v e  b a s e b a ll  
t r e m e n d o u s  im p e tu s . T h e  m e n  w h o  
h a d  le a r n e d  th e  g a m e  in  c a m p  o r  p r is 
o n  b r o u g h t  th e  s p o r t  b a c k  to  th e ir  
h o m e  c o m m u n it ie s ,  a n d  f o r  th e  first 
t im e , b a s e b a ll  to o k  o n  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s 
tics  o f  a  t r u ly  n a t io n a l  p a s t im e . By  
1 8 6 5 , th e r e  w e r e  a  h u n d r e d  b a s e b a ll  
c lu b s . In  1 8 6 9 , th e  first a d m it te d ly  
p r o f e s s io n a l te a m  w as f o r m e d — th e  
C in c i n n a t i  R e d  S to c k in g s , w h o  r a n  lip  
a s t r in g  o f  fifty -six  v ic to r ie s  a n d  o n e  
tie  g a m e .

T h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  G e n e r a l  D o u b le d a y  
le f t  h is w o rk  a t  th e  F r e e d m e n ’s B u 
r e a u  a n d  th e  R e t i r i n g  B o a r d  in  W a s h 
in g to n , to  ta k e  h is  n e w  a s s ig n m e n t  as  
R e c r u i t i n g  S e r v ic e  G e n e r a l  S u p e r v is o r  
in  S an  F r a n c is c o . T h e  f o llo w in g  y e a r ,  
h e  s u g g e s te d  th e  first c a b le  s t r e e t - r a i l 
w ay  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  o b ta in e d  
a c h a r t e r  f o r  it .  B a s e b a ll  w as b e in g  
w id e ly  p la y e d  in  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  th is  
t im e , fo r  A le x a n d e r  C a r t w r ig h t ,  w h o  
h a d  d o n e  so  m u c h  to  p o p u la r iz e  th e  
g a m e  in  N e w  Y o r k  C ity ,  h a d  m o v e d  
o u t  d u r i n g  th e  " g o ld  r u s h ” o f  ’4 9 .

EI G H T  C h in e s e  d r a f te e s  a r r iv e d  a t  
R e c e p t i o n  C e n t e r  th e  d a y  a f te r  

I 1 h a d  la n d e d  th e r e ,  a n d  w e re  a s 
s ig n e d  to  b ed s  o n  e i th e r  s id e  o f  m e .  
T h e y  w e re  e a g e r ,  w il l in g  c h a p s , b u t  
u n d e r s to o d  n o t  a  w o rd  o f  E n g lis h , a n d  
so  th e  la c o n ic  d e m o n s t r a t io n  in  th e  
fine a r t  o f  m il i t a r y  b e d -m a k in g  d e l iv 
e re d  by a  v e ry  b o r e d  c o r p o r a l  w e n t  
c o m p le te ly  o v e r  th e i r  h e a d s . N e x t  
m o r n in g  th e y  w e re  u p  tw o  h o u r s  b e
f o r e  r e v e il le ,  t r y in g  c o l le c t iv e ly  to  u n 
ra v e l th e  m y s te rie s  o f  h o s p i ta l  c o r n e r s  
a n d  m il i t a r y  fo ld s.

In  se lf -d e fe n se  I u n d e r to o k  to  sh o w  
th e se  O r ie n ta l  e a g e r -b e a v e rs  h o w  to  
m a k e  u p  th e ir  b ed s . I g a t h e r e d  th e m  
a ll  a r o u n d  m e  w h ile  I  m a d e  u p  m y  
o w n  b e d , e x p l a in i n g  a t  e a c h  s te p , “ M e  
d o —y o u  d o , s a v v y ? ”

T h e y  w e r e  q u ic k  to  c a tc h ,  a n d  in  n o  
t im e  a t  a ll  w e r e  a b le  to  m a k e  u p  th e ir  
b ed s in  G .I .  f a s h io n . I f e l t  p r e t t y  w e ll  
p le a se d  w ith  m y s e lf—a t  le a s t I ’d  h a v e  
a l i t t le  m o r e  s le e p  in  th e  m o r n in g .

T h a t  a f te r n o o n ,  a f te r  th e  C h in e s e  
b o ys h a d  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d , th e  g r o u p  
w as in  f o r m a tio n  w a i t in g  to  b e  b r o k e n  
u p  in to  d r il l  p la to o n s  a n d  f a t ig u e  d e 
ta ils . T h e  s e r g e a n t  p u l le d  th e  C h i 
n ese  lad s  o u t  o f  r a n k s  a n d  m o tio n e d  
fo r  m e  to  s te p  f o rw a rd .

" Y o u ’r e  a  b r ig h t  b o y , s o ld ie r ,” h e  
sa id . “ I saw  h o w  y o u  h a n d le d  th e se  
b a b ie s  th is  m o r n in g . N o w  y o u  ta k e  
’e m  d o w n  to  s u p p ly , a n d  g e t  ’e m  e a c h  
a  g r a s s -c u tte r ,  th e n  ta k e  ’e m  d o w n  in

O n  M a r c h  4 t h ,  1 8 7 1 ,  th e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c ia tio n  o f  P r o f e s s io n a l  B a s e b a ll  
P la y e r s  w a s  f o r m e d  w i th  te n  m e m b e r  
c lu b s .

G e n e r a l  D o u b le d a y  r e t i r e d  f r o m  
a c t iv e  s e rv ic e  o n  D e c e m b e r  11 , 1 8 7 3 ,  
a n d  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h is  r e m a in in g  y e a r s  
in  a n d  a r o u n d  N e w  Y o r k . F o r  m a n y  
y e a rs  h e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  N e w  
Y o r k  S to c k  E x c h a n g e .

T h e  N a t io n a l  L e a g u e  o f  P r o f e s s io n 
a l B a s e b a ll  C lu b s  w as o r g a n iz e d  in  
1 8 7 5 , a n d  b a s e b a ll  h a d  n o w  c o m e  in to  
its  o w n . R e g u l a r  le a g u e s  w e r e  f o r m e d ;  
s ta b i l i ty  w a s  le n t  to  th e  g a m e  b y  a  
p e r m a n e n t  o r g a n iz a t io n ;  a n d  w r ite r s  
d e v o te d  th e ir  ta le n ts  to  d e s c r ib in g  th e  
g a m e s  a n d  th e i r  h e ro e s .

D o u b le d a y  m a in t a in e d  h is  in te l l i 
g e n t  in te r e s t  in  m a n y  th in g s  as  lo n g  
as h e  liv e d . In  h is  la t e r  y e a r s  h e  to o k  
u p  c h e ss ; th e  p r o b le m s  o f  p o s i t io n  
h a d  a lw a y s  f a s c in a te d  h im , as  w as  
sh o w n  b y  h is  in v e n t io n  o f  b a s e b a ll  
a n d  by h is  d e f e n s e  a t  G e t ty s b u r g . H e  
to o k  u p  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n is h  l i t e r a t u r e  
a n d , s h o r tly  b e f o r e  h is  d e a t h .  S a n s k r it .  
O n  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 8 9 3 . h e  d ie d  a t  h is  
h o m e  in  M e n d h a m , N e w  J e rs e y , a n d  
w as b u r ie d  in  th e  N a t io n a l  C e m e te r y  
a t  A r l in g to n .

N o w  t h a t  b a s e b a ll  w as a t  th e  z e n i th  
o f  th e  s p o r ts  h e a v e n , c o n s id e r a b le  p o p 
u l a r  q u e s tio n  w as ra is e d  to  as  w h o  w as
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b a c k  o f  th e  s e rv ic e  c lu b  a n ’ m o w  th e m  
w e e d s. B r i n g  ’e m  b a c k  a t  1 5 3 0 .”

I w as  p r e t ty  c h e s ty , m a r c h i n g  m y  
d e ta i l  a c ro s s  th e  r o a d  to  th e  s e rv ic e  
c lu b . I h a d  th e m  in  a  c o lu m n  o f  tw o s , 
a n d  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  th e m  in  s te p . T h e y  
w e r e n ’t  m u c h  to  lo o k  a t  in  th e i r  ill- 
f ittin g  f a tig u e s  a n d  th e i r  f a r -f r o m -m ili -  
ta r y  b e a t in g ,  b u t 1 w a s  as p r o u d  o f  
th e m  as a m o th e r  w ith  h e r  f irs tb o r n .  
M y  first c o m m a n d !

A t  th e  field  o l  o p e r a t io n s  I s p r e a d  
m y  b o y s  o u t  in  a  lin e , to o k  a  g rass-  
c u t t e r  a n d  s w u n g  i t ,  w a lk in g  f o r w a r d  
as I  d id  so . “ M e  d o ,” I b a r k e d . I r e 
tu r n e d  th e  g r a s s -c u t te r  to  th e  b o y  I’d  
ta k e n  it  f r o m . “ Y o u  d o ! ” I  s h o u te d .

I t  w o rk e d ! E i g h t  g r a s s -c u t te r  b la d e s  
s lic e d  in to  th e  w e e d s  as  o n e , a n d  o n  
th e  b a c k s t r o k e  e a c h  m a n  to o k  a  s te p  
f o r w a r d . I t  w a s  p r e t ty  to  w a tc h , b u t  
th e  s h a d e  o f  a n e a r b y  t r e e  b e c k o n e d ,  
so  1 s a t  d o w n  u n d e r  i t  to  re s t .

th e  t r u e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  g a m e . D o u b le 
d a y  h a d  h is  a d v o c a te s ,  b u t  so  d id  A l e x 
a n d e r  C a r t w r ig h t ,  th e  w r i te r  H e n r y  
C h a d w ic k , a n d  o th e r s .  T h e  G e n e r a l  
h a d  n e v e r  m a d e  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r 
e n c e  to  h is  c la im ; a c o u s in , R o b e r t  
D o u b le d a y , s a id : “ A b n e r  D o u b le d a y  
in v e n te d  b a s e b a ll  a n d  B is m a r c k  in 
v e n te d  th e  h e r r in g .  B u t  b o th , a p p a r 
e n t ly ,  t h o u g h t  it  b e n e a th  th e ir  d ig 
n i ty  t o  say  s o .”

A c c o r d in g ly ,  A . G . S p a ld in g  a p 
p o in t e d  a  c o m m is s io n  in  1 9 0 6  t o  r e a c h  
a  d e f in ite  c o n c lu s io n  a f te r  a  s u rv e y  o f  
a ll  th e  e v id e n c e . T h e  s e v e n -m a n  c o m 
m is s io n  in c lu d e d  tw o  U n i te d  S ta te s  
S e n a to r s ,  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A m a te u r  
A t h l e t i c  U n i o n ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o n e -t im e  
P r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  L e a g u e ;  its  

u a l i f ic a t io n s  w e r e  u n q u e s t io n e d . Its  
n d in g s  w e r e :

" F i r s t —T h a t  B a s e b a ll  h a d  its  o r ig in  
in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s .

“ S e c o n d —T h a t  th e  first s c h e m e  fo r  
p la y in g  it , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  e v id e n c e  
o b t a i n a b l e  to  d a te ,  w a s  d e v is e d  by A b 
n e r  D o u b le d a y , C o o p e r s to w n , N ew  
Y o r k , in  1 8 3 9 .”

A  h u n d r e d  y e a rs  a f te r  th a t  d a te ,  a  
c e n te n n i a l  c e le b r a t i o n  w a s  h e ld  in  
C o o p e r s to w n , a n ti  o n  th e  o r ig in a l  co w -  
p a s tu r e  w h e r e  D o u b le d a y  h a d  m a d e  
h is  d is c o v e ry , a  fin e b a s e b a ll  d ia m o n d  
w as c r e a t e d  b y  th e  W .  P . A .

H e r e  I w a s  b u t  tw o  d a y s  in  th e  
A r m y , a n d  a lr e a d y  m v  s te r l in g  
w o r th  h a d  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d ! 1 w as  
m o d e s tly  a c c e p t in g  m a s te r  s e r g e a n t ’s 
s tr ip e s  w h e n  I fe ll a s le e p .

A n d  t h e r e ’s w h e r e  th e  s e r g e a n t  
f o u n d  m e  w h e n  h e  w e n t lo o k in g  fo r  
th e  m is s in g  d e t a i l .  H e  a w a k e n e d  m e  
w ith  s o m e w h a t  less th a n  g e n t le  c o n 
s id e r a t i o n  f o r  m y  fe e lin g s .

I ju m p e d  to  m y  f e e t  a n d  lo o k e d  
w ild ly  f o r  m v  d e t a i l .  I sa w  e ig h t  g rass-  
c u t t e r s  ly in g  in  a  n e a t  r o w  a t  th e  e d g e  
o f  a  te n -f o o t  s w a th ; a n d  f la t o n  th e ir  
b a c k s  in  th e  s h a d e  o f  th e  s e rv ic e  c lu b ,  
m y  e a g e r -b e a v e r s  s e n t a  d r o n e  o f  ce le s 
t ia l  s n o r in g  to  th e  s u m m e r  b re e z e .

I s h o v e d  p a s t  th e  s e r g e a n t  a n d  
d a s h e d  a m o n g  th e m , y a n k in g  th e m  
u p r i g h t  a n d  s h o u tin g . T h e y  s to o d  
b l in k in g  a t  m e  s h e e p is h ly .

“ Y o u --------------so  a n d  s o ’s ! "  I y e lle d .
“ W h a t  th e  h e l l ’s th e  id e a  o f  g o in g  to  
s le e p  o n  m e ? ”

T h e y  sh u ffled  th e i r  f e e t  a n d  lo o k e d  
u n c o m f o r ta b ly  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  
th e n  o n e  o f  th e m  p o in te d  to  m e .

“ Y o u  d o ,”  h e  s a id  th e n , in c l in in g  
h is h e a d , c lo s in g  h is  ey es a n d  g iv in g  
a g o o d  i m i ta t io n  o f  a s n o r e . T h e n  h e  
a n d  h is  se v e n  b r o th e r s  in  a r m s  g r in n e d  
b r o a d ly  a n d  ta p p e d  th e m s e lv e s  o n  th e  
c h e s t . " M e  d o ,” th e y  c h o r u s e d  c h e e r 
fu lly .

Y e s , th o s e  b o y s w e r e  very q u ic k  to  
c a tc h  o n .

W. R. Marsden.
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Highlights of the war history of the battleship W a s h in g 
to n , which had her bad luck on her first voyage, when the 
admiral commanding was lost overboard. After that she 
came through her share of action with hardly a scratch.

by Lt. PATRICK VINCENT

N  th e  2 7 t h  o f  M a r c h ,  1 9 4 2 ,  th e  firs t U .  S. 
T a s k  F o r c e  to  le a v e  f o r  th e  E u r o p e a n  th e a 
te r  o f  w a r  p u l le d  o u t  o f  C a s c o  B a y . T h i s  
a r m a d a  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f  R e a r  A d m ir a l  
W i l c o x  c o n s is te d  o f  th e  b a t t le s h i p  Wash
ington, th e  c a r r i e r  Wasp, tw o  h e a v y  c r u is 

e r s — Tuscaloosa a n d  Wichita—a n d  s ix  d e s tr o y e r s :  Wain- 
wright, Lang, Mayrant, Rowan, Wilson a n d  Sterrett. 
T h e  s ig n a l b l in k e rs  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s h ip s  in  th e  h a r b o r  
w e r e  b u sy  as  th e y  s ig n a le d  u s  a l l  g o o d  lu c k . A s  w e  
p a sse d  th r o u g h  th e  s u b m a r in e  n e ts , th e  p e r s o n n e l  o n  th e  
te n d e r s  y e lle d  a n d  w a v e d  a c ro s s  th e  s p a c e  o f  tw e n ty  
y a rd s  t h a t  s e p a r a te d  us. T h e  ta s k  f o r c e  f o r m e d  u p  as  
i t  le f t th e  b a y  a n d  s o o n  th e  r o c k y  c o a s t  o f  M a in e  w a s  b u t  
a  th in  d a r k  lin e  o n  th e  h o r iz o n .

T h e  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  th e  d a y  c h a n g e d  i n to  a le a d e n  h u e ,  
a n d  b e f o r e  lo n g  th e  w in d  w a s  w h ip p in g  off th e  to p s  o f  th e  
m o u n tin g  w a v e s. W i t h  th e  d r o p p in g  o f  th e  b a r o m e te r  
a n d  th e  in c r e a s in g  w in d s  th e  d e s tr o y e r s  w ith  u s  b e g a n  
to  p i tc h  v io le n tly ,  a n d  e v e n  th e  o ld  " W a s h t u b ”  h e r s e lf  
b e g a n  to  b u c k . O v e r  th e  s p e a k e r  sy s te m  c a m e  th e  w o rd :  

“Now hear this! Cover over all hatches, lash down all 
loose gear. Prepare ship for heavy weather." A  s to r m  
w a s  u p o n  u s. W i t h  a th u n d e r o u s  b o o m in g  th e  w av es  
s o o n  s e n t s o lid  g r e e n  w a te r  s w e e p in g  do w 'n  th e  d e c k s ,  
r ip p in g  o u t  s ta n c h io n s  a n d  g u n -s h ie ld s  in  its  p a t h .  T w o  

la n e s  o n  th e  c a ta p u l ts  w e r e  s m a s h e d  c o m p le te ly  a n d  
a d  to  b e  th r o w n  o v e r b o a r d .  N u m e r o u s  d o o r s  a n d  

h a tc h e s  w e re  s p r u n g , a n d  n o  lo n g e r  w a t e r t i g h t ,  le t  th e  
w a te r  in  t o  s lo sh  a r o u n d  b e lo w  d e c k . F o r  t h r e e  d a y s  w e  
f o u g h t  o u r  w a y  e a s tw a r d  t h r o u g h  th e  s to r m .

L a t e  a f te r n o o n  o f  th e  t h i r d  d a y , w h e n  th e  w a v e s  w e r e  
s u b s id in g  b u t  s til l  h ig h , w e  w e r e  s ta r t le d  b y  th e  c ry  
" M a n  o v e r b o a r d !"  M o m e n t a r i l y  th e  th r o b  o f  th e  e n 
g in e s  s to p p e d , a n d  th e  s h ip  w as  s w u n g  to  a v o id  m a n g lin g  
th e  u n lu c k y  s a i lo r  in  its  w a k e . A s te r n  o f  u s , d e s tr o y e rs  
w h ic h  h a d  se e n  th e  M a n  O v e r b o a r d  s ig n a l s e a rc h e d  
th e  a r e a .

A s s e m b ly  w a s  b lo w n  o n  th e  b u g le , a n d  a l l  o f  th e  c re w  
n o t  o n  w a tc h  w e n t  to  q u a r t e r s  f o r  m u s te r  t o  fin d  o u t  th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  m is s in g  m a n . W i t h  fa ce s  s h o w in g  a n g u is h ,  
th e  p e t ty  o fficers c a l le d  th e  r o l l .  T h e  re s u lts  as  r e p o r te d  
b y  th e  d iv is io n  o fficers w e r e  ta l l ie d  u p ;  th e  c o u n t ,  w h ic h  
sh o w e d  n o  a b s e n te e s , w a s  r e p o r te d  to  th e  e x e c u t i v e  o fficer.

“ S o m e b o d y  h a s  a  f a ls e  m u s te r ,”  s to r m e d  th e  e x e c u t i v e  
officer. “ W e  h a v e  a  m a n  o v e r  th e  s id e , a n d  y o u  r e p o r t  
n o  a b s e n te e s ! N o w  g o  b a c k  a n d  ta k e  a n o th e r  m u s t e r !”  
T h e  p r o c e s s  w a s  s ta r te d  a g a in , a n d  a f te r  a  th o r o u g h  
c h e c k , th e  m u s te r  o f  th e  s h ip ’s c o m p a n y  s til l  s h o w e d  n o  
a b s e n te e s . T h i s  w a s  r e p o r te d  a g a in  to  th e  e x e c u t i v e  o f
fice r. H e  fu ssed  a n d  f u m e d , b u t  th e  C a p t a i n  w as o n  th e  
b r id g e  w a i t in g , a n d  s o  h e  r e p o r te d  th e  r e s u lts  o f  th e  m u s 
te r  t o  h im . T h e n  i t  w as  m ild -m a n n e r e d  C a p t a in  B e n 
s o n ’s tu r n  to  b e c o m e  a n g r y . H o w e v e r ,  th e  c o m m a n d e r  as
s u r e d  h im  t h a t  tw o  m u s te r s  h a d  a lr e a d y  b e e n  ta k e n , b o th  
o f  w h ic h  h a d  sh o w e d  n o  o n e  o f  th e  c r e w  h a d  g o n e  o v e r  
th e  s id e . T h e  C a p t a in  c a lm e d  d o w n  a n d  r e s ig n e d ly  
w e n t off to  m a k e  h is  r e p o r t  to  A d m ir a l  W i l c o x .

R e t r e a t  f r o m  q u a r t e r s  w a s  s o u n d e d , a n d  w e  a ll  g a t h e r e d  
in  th e  w a r d r o o m  f o r  a  c i g a r e t t e  a n d  a  c u p  o f  co ffee . 
P r e s e n tly  L i e u t e n a n t  P l a t t ,  th e  ju n io r  M a r in e  o fficer , h u r 
r ie d  in to  th e  w a r d r o o m .

" H a s  th e  A d m ir a l  b e e n  th r o u g h  h e r e ? ”  h e  a s k e d  o f  th e  
r e l a x e d  o fficers. T h e  a n s w e r  w a s  n o , a n d  P l a t t  w e n t  o n

h is  w a y . S e v e ra l  t im e s  th e  M a r in e  o r d e r l ie s  o f  th e  C a p 
ta i n  a n d  th e  e x e c u t i v e  o fficer  p e e r e d  in to  th e  w a r d r o o m .  
T h e y  to o  w e r e  lo o k in g  f o r  th e  A d m ir a l .

“ S o m e b o d y  is g o in g  to  c a tc h  h e l l  o v e r  th o s e  m u s te r s ,"  
s a id  F a r g o  th o u g h tf u l ly .  P l a t t  c a m e  in t o  th e  w a r d r o o m  
a n d  o v e r  to  th e  ta b le  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  s i t t in g . I n  a  lo w  
v o ic e  h e  s a id  c o n f id e n t ia l ly :

“ M y  G o d ! W e  c a n ’t  f in d  th e  A d m i r a l .”
" Y o u  d o n ’t  th in k  he w a s  th e  o n e ? ”  a sk e d  F a r g o  in 

c r e d u lo u s ly .
" I  d o n ’t  k n o w ,”  a n s w e r e d  P l a t t ,  “ b u t  th e  A d m ir a l ’s o r  

d e r ly  h a s n ’t  b e e n  a b le  to  find h im  s in c e  te n  m in u te s  b e 
f o r e  th e  m a n  w a s  r e p o r t e d  o v e r b o a r d .  A n d  w e  h a v e  
b e e n  lo o k in g  e v e r  s in c e . T h e y ’r e  g o in g  to  p a ss  th e  w o rd  
f o r  th e  A d m ir a l  in  a  few  m in u te s .”  W e  s til l  c o u ld  n o t  
m a k e  o u rs e lv e s  b e l ie v e  o r  e v e n  th in k  t h a t  th e  A d m ir a l  
c o u ld  b e  m is s in g .

I n  a  few  m in u te s  th e  w o r d  w as p a s s e d  a n d  th e n  p assed  
a g a in  a w h ile  l a t e r .  T h e  A d m ir a l  w a s  n o w h e r e  t o  b e  
f o u n d . T h e  s e a r c h  w e n t  o n , b u t  to  n o  a v a i l :  a n d  s o o n  
i t  w as a c k n o w le d g e d  t h a t  th e  A d m ir a l  h a d  b e e n  lo st  
o v e r  th e  s id e . T h e  o fficers  a n d  c re w  o f  th e  Washington 
w e r e  s tu n n e d . I t  w a s  u n b e l ie v a b le ,  a m a z in g .

A d m ir a l  W i l c o x  h a d  c o m e  o n  b o a r d  w ith  h is  staff o n ly  
a  w e e k  b e f o r e  w e  h a d  le f t  P o r t la n d .  H a r d l y  a n y o n e  
h a d  se e n  m u c h  o f  h im  d u r i n g  h is  b r ie f  s ta y  o n  b o a rd .  
L i k e  th e  e x e c u t i v e  o fficer a n d  C a p t a i n ,  h e  h a d  a M a r in e  
o r d e r ly  w h o s e  o r d e r s  w e r e  to  s ta y  w i th  th e  A d m ir a l  a n d  
s e rv e  a s  a id e  a n t ! m e s s e n g e r . T h e  a f te r n o o n  o f  h is  d is 
a p p e a r a n c e  th e  A d m ir a l  h a d  w a n d e r e d  a f t  a lo n g  th e  
m a in  d e c k , a p p a r e n t ly  to  ta k e  a lo o k  a t  th e  c a ta p u l ts ,  
w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p o u n d e d  c o n s id e r a b ly  b y  th e  s e a . S o m e 
h o w  th e  M a r in e  o r d e r ly  h a d  n o t  n o tic e d  th e  A d m ir a l ’s 
d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  h is  c a b in ,  a n d  a lo n e  th e  A d m ir a l  s to o d  
o n  th e  m a in  d e c k  a f t .  A s  h e  w a s  w a s h e d  o v e r  th e  s id e , 
th e  o n ly  p e r s o n  to  see  h im  w as a  m e m b e r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  
f iv e -in ch  d i r e c to r s  o n  w a tc h . H e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  th e  m a n  
g o in g  o v e r  w a s  in  a  k h a k i u n if o r m  a n d  b a ld . C o n s e 
q u e n t ly  a t  firs t i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w as e i t h e r  a M a r in e  
o r  a n  officer.

T h e  q u ic k - th i n k i n g  m e n  in  th e  d i r e c t o r  im m e d ia te ly  
p u t  th e i r  o p t ic s  o n  th e  m a n  in  th e  r o u g h , ic y -co ld  sea  
a n d  tr a c k e d  h im  so  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  h e lp  in  th e  s e a rc h  
w h e n  th e  d e s tr o y e rs  t r ie d  to  p ic k  h im  u p .

A s te r n  o f  u s  th e  Tuscaloosa, n o t i c in g  o u r  “ M a n  o v e r 
b o a r d ”  s ig n a l k e p t  a  s h a r p  lo o k -o u t ,  a n d  w h e n  th e y  saw  
th e  A d m ir a l  s t r u g g l in g  f o r  h is  li fe  in  th e  w a t e r ,  b r a c k e te d  
h im  w ith  tw o  r in g -b u o y s . W h e n  la s t  s e e n , th e  A d m ir a l  
w a s  s w im m in g  to w a r d  o n e  o f  th e m . B u t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  
p ic k e d  u p . D e s tr o y e r s  s e a rc h e d  th e  s p o t  f o r  h o u r s , b u t  
th e  m a n  c h o s e n  t o  le a d  o u r  ta sk  f o r c e  w as g o n e . . . .

E a r l y  n e x t  m o r n in g  R e a r  A d m ir a l  G iffin , a f fe c tio n 
a te l y  c a l le d  “ A lk a li  I k e ”  b y  h is  s h ip m a te s ,  to o k  c h a r g e  
o f  th e  ta s k  f o r c e  f r o m  th e  h e a v y  c r u is e r  Wichita. 
T h r o u g h  c a lm in g  seas  w e  p lo w e d  e a s tw a r d  c lo s e r  to  o u r  
d e s t i n a t i o n ,  w h ic h  w e le a r n e d  w as  S c a p a  F lo w , w h ic h  is 
in  th e  O r k n e y  I s la n d s  a t  th e  n o r t h e r n  t i p  o f  S c o t la n d . In  
1 9 1 8  a f o r c e  o f  U .  S. b a t t le s h ip s  h a d  jo in e d  th e  B r i t is h  
H o m e  F l e e t  t h e r e  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  b lo c k 
a d e  o n  c r u m b l in g  G e r m a n y . A ls o  th e  r e m a in s  o f  th e  
G e r m a n  G r a n d  F l e e t  h a d  s te a m e d  in to  th e  flow  a t  th e  
c o n c lu s io n  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I a n d  h a d  b e e n  s c u t t le d  by  
th e i r  o w n  c re w s . I n  W o r l d  W a r  I I  G u n th e r  P r ie n ,  c o m 
m a n d i n g  a  G e r m a n  U  b o a t ,  h a d  p e n e t r a te d  th e  th ic k
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d e fe n s e s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  n a v a l  b a s e , a n d  in  o n e  o f  th e  
m o s t  d a r in g  e x p l o i t s  o f  th e  w a r ,  h a d  s u n k  a  B r i t is h  b a t 
t le s h ip  a n d  e s c a p e d . S e v e ra l  t im e s  d u r i n g  o u r  c ro s s in g  
w e w e r e  to  h a v e  m e t  a n d  p a s s e d  la r g e  c o n v o y s . B u t  a p 
p a r e n t ly  th e  h a v o c  o f  th e  s to r m  h a d  e i t h e r  d e la y e d  th e m  
o r  d r iv e n  th e m  off th e ir  c o u r s e . N o t  so , h o w e v e r , w ith  
th e  T h i r d  R e i c h ’s s u b m a r in e s .  A t  tw e lv e -th ir ty  o n e  n ig h t  
th e  o fficers a n d  c re w  o f  th e  Washington w e r e  b r o u g h t  
o u t  o f  th e ir  b u n k s  by th e  r in g in g  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  a la r m  
a n d  th e  c a ll  “ G e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s .” A ll b a t t le  s ta t io n s  w e re  
m a n n e d  in  th e  fa ste st t im e  th a t  w e  h a d  e v e r  m a d e . A s  
1 ra n  to  m y  n ew  s ta t io n  in  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r , I c o u ld  
h e a r  th e  s o u n d  o f  f ir in g  in  th e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  th e  o c c a s io n a l  
ja r  o f  d e p th -c h a r g e s  d r o p p e d  c lo s e  a b o a r d .  T h e  f o r m a 
tio n s  e x e c u te d  a few  e m e r g e n c y  tu r n s ,  in c r e a s e d  s p e e d , 
a n d  so o n  le f t th e  m a r a u d e r s  a s te r n . W h a t  th e  s c o r e  w as  
in o u r  b ru sh  w ith  th e  s u b m a r in e s  I n e v e r  k n e w , b u t n o n e  
o f  o u r  sh ip s  w as d a m a g e d  a n d  w e c o n t in u e d  o n  o u r  w ay .

(After many months’ not uneventful service in the 
Atlantic, the W a s h in g to n  was shifted to the Pacific area 
and made/the long voyage v ia  the Panama Canal. We 
pick up L t .  V in c e n t ’s chronicle with the campaign in the 
Solomons.)

I n  th e  S o lo m o n s  a lm o s t  d a i ly  s k ir m is h e s  b e tw e e n  l ig h t  
U .S .  a n d  J a p a n e s e  u n i ts  w e re  th e  o p e n in g  p h a s e  o f  th e  
final d e c is iv e  b a t t le .  In  s p ite  o f  c h e e r in g  h e a d lin e s , o u r  
fo rce s  o n  G u a d a lc a n a l  w e re  h a r d  p re sse d . J a p  n a v a l  
p o w e r  w as a t  flo o d  t id e , a n d  th e  Kirishiwa p lu s  five o t h e r  
b a t t le s h ip s  h o v e r in g  n e a r  th e  is la n d  s e rv e d  g r im  n o tic e  
th a t  th e  Ja p s  m e a n t  to  d r iv e  o u r  f o rc e s  t h e r e  in to  th e  sea . 
T h e  tim e  w as n e a r in g  f o r  th e  fin al s h o w d o w n  b a t t le  
in tb e  S o lo m o n s .

A t e ig h t  o ’c lo c k , O c to b e r  7 , 1 9 4 2 , w e h e a v e d  a n c h o r  
a n d  le ft th e  c a lm  d e e p  b lu e  w a te r s  o f  th e  q u ie t  h a r b o r  
a n d  s le e p y  v i l la g e  b e h in d  as  w e  h e a d e d  w e st to w a rd  th e  
e m b a tt le d  S o lo m o n s . A f te r  s e v e ra l  d a y s ’ s te a m in g  w e  
s lo w e d  te m p o r a r i ly  to  fu e l th e  d e s tr o y e rs  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
us b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  th e  C o r a l  S e a . O n  th e  f o u r th  d a y  o u t  
w e r e n d e z v o u s e d  w ith  th r e e  d e s tr o y e rs , tw o  tr a n s p o r ts  
b e a r in g  A r m y  t r o o p s , a n d  th e  l ig h t  c r u is e r  Atlanta. A f te r  
a s h o r t  t im e  s p e n t  in  o r g a n iz in g  th e  ta sk  f o r c e ,  w e  h e a d e d  
n o r th  to w a r d  th e  e a s te r n  t ip  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l .

T h e  n ig h t  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a n s p o r t s  w e  w e r e  e s c o r t in g  
r e a c h e d  th e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  w e  h e a r d  th e  first g o o d  n ew s  
in  a m o n th  o f  th e  f ig h tin g  a r o u n d  th e  S o lo m o n s . A  task  
f o r c e  o f  five U .  S. c r u is e r s  s u r p r is e d  a n  e q u a l  f o r c e  o f  
J a p  w a rs h ip s  c o m in g  d o w n  a t  n ig h t  to  b o m b a r d  M a r in e  
p o s itio n s  o n  G u a d a lc a n a l .  T h e  ta b le s  w e r e  tu r n e d  o n  
th e  J a p s  a n d  th e y  w e r e  c a u g h t  a s  o u r  “ s i t t in g  d u c k ” c r u is 
e rs  w e r e  c a u g h t  in  th e  first few  d a y s  o f  th e  in v a s io n . In  
th e  d a rk n e s s  off S a v o  I s la n d  o u r  c ru is e rs  c r e p t  to  w ith in  
r a n g e  o f  th e  J a p s  a n d  th e n  o p e n e d  u p  b e f o r e  th e  J a p s  
k n e w  t h a t  th e y  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  s ta lk e d . In  th e  f ie rc e  b a t 
tle  th e  fitfu l o r a n g e  a n d  r e d  flash es o f  th e  g u n s  w e re  
v is ib le  fo r  m ile s  as  th e  A m e r i c a n  c r u is e r s  a n d  d e s tr o y e rs  
h a m m e r e d  th e  s u r p r is e d  J a p s . W i t h  te l l in g  e ffe c t o u r  
g u n s  a n d  to r p e d o e s  s o o n  sa n k  o r  s ile n c e d  th e  m a in  p a r t  
o f  th e  J a p a n e s e  f o rc e .

T h e  U .S .S . Boise tu r n e d  o n  h e r  s e a r c h l ig h ts  a n d  sw e p t  
th e  h o r iz o n  lo o k in g  f o r  m o r e  e n e m y  sh ip s . L y in g  off to  
o n e  s id e  u n n o tic e d  w as  a  J a p a n e s e  c r u is e r  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
d a m a g e d  s lig h tly  in  th e  m elf'e . U s in g  th e  Boise’s s e a r c h 
lig h ts  as  a p o in t  o f  a im , s h e  c o m m e n c e d  f ir in g , a n d  w i th 

in  a  few  s e c o n d s  h a d  m u lle d  th e  c r u is e r  s e v e r a l  tim e s  
w ith  sh e lls  p e n e t r a t i n g  to  th e  m a g a z in e s  o f  th e  f o r w a r d  
tu r r e ts .  A l t h o u g h  th e  Boise w a s  in  s in k in g  c o n d i t i o n ,  
th e  r e s t  o f  o u r  f o r c e  p o u n c e d  o n  th e  J a p  a n d  s e n t h im  
to  th e  b o t to m . D u r i n g  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  e n g a g e m e n t  th e  
d e s tr o y e r  Duncan p re s se d  to w a r d  th e  J a p  b a t t le  so  c lo s e ly  
th a t  s h e  w a s  c a u g h t  by o u r  o w n  c r u is e r s ’ d e v a s ta t in g  
fire  a n d  su n k .

In  th e  e r r a t i c  m a n e u v e r i n g  d o n e  by b o th  s id es  as  th e y  
jo ck e y e d  f o r  b e t te r  f irin g  p o s i t io n s , o n e  o f  th e  J a p  d e 
s tr o y e r s  b e c a m e  c o n f u s e d  a n d  fell in  w ith  o u r  f o r m a t i o n ,  
m is ta k e n ly  th in k in g  it w a s  th e ir s . W h e n  o u r  s h ip s  d is
c o v e r e d  th e  e n e m y  s h ip  in  th e i r  m id s t  th e y  a ll o p e n e d  
fire  s im u lta n e o u s ly . O n e  o f  o u r  c r u is e r s ' h ig h  tu r r e ts  
w as d e p re s s e d  so  lo w  in  a n  a t t e m p t  to  p o u r  s h e lls  in to  
th e  c lo s e -ly in g  J a p  d e s t r o y e r ’s h u l l ,  t h a t  w h e n  it fired , it  
b le w  th e  p e r is c o p e  off o n e  o f  th e  lo w e r  tu r r e ts .  C a u g h t  
in  a h a i l  o f  sh e lls , th e  J a p  s h ip  d i s in te g r a te d .

T h e  firin g  b e c a m e  d e s u l to r y  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  c e a se d  
w h e n  o u r  s h ip s  lost c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  b r o k e n  r e m n a n ts  
o f  th e  J a p  f o r c e  t h a t  fled n o r t h w a r d  in to  th e  n ig h t .  
T h i s  w a s  th e  first t i m e  th a t  o u r  s u r f a c e  u n its  h a d  e n 
g a g e d  a n d  d e c is iv e ly  d e f e a te d  th e  Ja p s . I t  w as b e lie v e d  
th a t  tw o . p o ss ib ly  th r e e  J a p  c r u is e r s  a n d  f o u r  J a p  d e 
s tr o y e r s  h a d  g o n e  d o w n  in  th e  s a m e  w a te r s  th a t  h e ld  fo u r  
o f  o u r  s u n k e n  c r u is e r s .  H o w e v e r  th e  Boise a n d  Salt l ake 
City h a d  p a id  a t e r r i b l e  p r ic e  in  d e a d  a n d  w o u n d e d ,  
th o u g h  th e y  s till  r e m a in e d  a f lo a t , a n d  th e  g a l la n t  d e s tr o y 
e r  Duncan w a s  lo s t .

T h e  n e x t  n ig h t  th e  t r a n s p o r t s  s te a m e d  a t  fu ll  sp e e d  
i n to  th e  a n c h o r a g e  off G u a d a lc a n a l  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  f e a r  
t h a t  o t h e r  J a p  sh ip s , k n o w n  to  b e  in  th e  a r e a ,  m ig h t  
i n te r c e p t  a n d  s in k  th e m  w h ile  c r a m m e d  w ith  th o u s a n d s  
o f  A m e r i c a n  tr o o p s . T h e  Washington w i th  th e  sp e e d y  
l i t t l e  Atlanta a n d  d e s tr o y e r s  f o llo w e d  th e m  in  to  c o v e r  
p o s s ib le  s u r f a c e  a t t a c k .  A l th o u g h  J a p  s h ip s  d id  n o t  a p 
p e a r ,  J a p  p la n e s  d id . a n d  b o m b e d  th e  a ir fie ld  a n d  a n 
c h o r a g e .  T h e  tw o  t r a n s p o r t s  w e r e  u n to u c h e d :  a n d  o n c e  
u n lo a d e d , th e y  g o t  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  s te a m e d  s o u th  a t  h ig h  
sp e e d  to  c le a r  th e  a r e a .  A t a i r  d e fe n s e  s ta r t in g  a t  d a w n ,  
w h e n  w e  m e t  th e  r e t u r n i n g  t r a n s p o r t s  le a v in g  G u a d a l 
c a n a l .  w e f o llo w e d  th e m  s o u th  fo r  a s h o r t  d i s ta n c e . T h e n  
w o r d  r e a c h e d  u s th a t  a n  a i r  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  th e  c a r r i e r  
Hornet w a s  im m in e n t .

W e  le f t th e  t r a n s p o r t s  a n d  a t  fu ll s p e e d  d a s h e d  n o r t h 
w a r d  to  le n d  f ire -s u p p o r t  to  th e  th r e a t e n e d  sh ip . A p 
p a r e n t ly  th e  T ap c a r r ie r s  t h a t  w e r e  s e e k in g  th e  Hornet 
f a ile d  in  th e i r  h u n t ,  a n d  u n m o le s te d  th e  Hornet liv e d  
o u t  a n o th e r  d a y  b e f o r e  s h e  w a s  t o  m e e t  h e r  d o o m .

A f te r  b e in g  c a u g h t  off b a la n c e ,  th e  J a p a n e s e  h ig h  c o m 
m a n d  h a d  fo cu se d  th e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  r e c o v e r in g  G u a d a l 
c a n a l .  T o  th is  c r i t i c a l  a r e a  th e y  h a d  r u s h e d  m o s t o f  th e ir  
la r g e  n a v v . O u r  s m a l le r  fo rc e s  w e r e  n o w  f o rc e d  t o  p la y  
a d e s p e r a te  g a m e  to  p r e v e n t  th e  a t t e m p t  b y  th e  e n e m y  
to  w in  b a r k  th e  S o lo m o n s . O u r  to o -fe w  sh ip s  w e r e  b e 
in g  r u s h e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  to  p lu g  u p  g a p s  in  o u r  d e 
fe n se  a s  th e  s u p e r io r  Tap fo rc e s , b r o k e n  u p  i n to  ta c t i c a l  
u n its ,  s w e p t d o w n  a n d  v i r tu a l ly  s e a le d  off th e  S o lo m o n s  
f ro m  o u r  c lo s e s t  b ases  in  th e  N e w  H e b r id e s  a n d  N e w  
C a le d o n ia .  B e f o r e  th e  o n s la u g h t  o u r  S o u th  P a c if ic  f o rc e ,  
w h ic h  c o n s is te d  o f  o n e  b a t t le s h ip , th e  Washington, tw o  
c a r r ie r s ,  th e  Hornet a n d  d a m a g e d  Enterprise, a n d  a few  
r e m a in in g  c r u is e r s  a n d  d e s tr o y e rs , r e t i r e d  s o u th w a r d  to  
th e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  o u r  b ases.
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T h e  Washington a n d  h e r  s c r e e n  n e e d e d  r e f u e l in g  as  
th e y  h e a d e d  s o u th . B e c a u s e  o f  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th ic k  
e n e m y  s u b m a r in e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s ,  th is  c o u ld  n o t  b e  d o n e  
a t  s e a , a n d  i t  w as  d e c id e d  t o  p u t  in  to  E s p i r i tu  S a n to  
a t  th e  n o r t h e r n  t i p  o f  th e  N e w  H e b r id e s  I s la n d s  f o r  o i l .

A s s o o n  as  w e h a d  e n t e r e d  th e  n a r r o w  a n d  w in d in g  
p a s s a g e  b e tw e e n  th e  I s la n d s  le a d in g  in to  th e  h a r b o r ,  th e  
s ig n a l w a s  g iv e n  by th e  s h o r e  b a se  fo r  a l l  s h ip s  to  g e t  
u n d e r  w ay  a n d  le a v e  a t  o n c e . J a p  c a r r ie r s  w e r e  n e a r ,  
a n d  a n  a i r  a t t a c k  w as e x p e c te d  a t  a n y  m o m e n t .  S h ip s  
o f  a l l  ty p e s  n e c e s s a ry  to  s u p p o r t  a n  in v a s io n  a n d  s e rv ic e  
th e  fleet b e g a n  to  u p -a n c h o r  a n d  d e s e r t  th e  c r o w d e d  h a r 
b o r . F o i  h o u r s  th e  n o n d e s c r ip t  g r o u p  o f  ta n k e r s ,  t r a n s 
p o r ts ,  c a r g o  sh ip s , la n d in g -s h ip s , te n d e r s ,  d e s tr o y e r s ,  c r u is 
e rs , b a b y  c a r r ie r s ,  filed  s o le m n ly  p a s t  u s  o n  th e i r  w a y  o u t  as  
w e  la y  a t  a n c h o r  in  th e  h a r b o r  e n t r a n c e .  E v e n  th e  b a t te r e d  
Boise a n d  Salt Lake City, w h o  h a d  b u r i e d  th e ir  m a n y  
d e a d  a s h o r e  th e r e ,  w e r e  g iv e n  n o  r e s p i te .  In  th e  d a r k 
e n in g  a f te r n o o n  th e y  s te a m e d  s lo w ly  a n d  p r o u d ly  p a s t, 
w ith  th e  s c a r s  o f  b a t t le  p la in ly  v is ib le  o n  th e i r  t o r n  s id es. 
A s  w e s to o d  a b o u t  th e  d e c k s  w a t c h in g  th e  p r o c e s s io n  o f  
s h ip s  c r e e p  by a t  f u n e r a l  p a c e , th e  s e rio u s n e s s  o f  th e  t a c 
t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  s tr u c k  us d e e p ly .

T h e  d e ck s  o f  th e  Washington w e r e  c o v e r e d  w ith  h o se s  
as w e  fu e le d  o u r  tw o  d e s tr o y e r s  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  
w e re  f u e le d  by a ta n k e r .  F r o m  th e  a i r  s tr ip s  s u r r o u n d in g  
th e  h a r b o r  th e  d r o n e  o f  e n g in e s  in d ic a te d  th a t  m a n y  
p la n e s  w e r e  ta k in g  off to  m e e t  th e  e x p e c te d  e n e m y . N a v y  
tw in -e n g in e d  I’ K Y S  ro s e  f ro m  th e  c o n f in e d  w a te r  a n d  
w in g e d  n o r th  a n d  w est to  p a t r o l .  Q u ic k  w o rk  by o u r  
d e c k  f o r c e  a n d  e n g in e e r s  e n a b le d  us to  c o m p le t e  f u e lin g  
in  f o u r  h o u r s :  a n d  a t  e ig h t  in  th e  e v e n in g  w e a ls o  g o t  
u n d e r  w a y  to  b e a t  a n  ig n o m in io u s  r e t r e a t .  T h e  h a z a r d s  
o f  n a v ig a t in g  th e  t r e a c h e r o u s  re e f-f il le d  p a s s a g e  f ro m  th e  
h a r b o r  to  th e  o p e n  sea w e r e  b a d  e n o u g h  in  d a y l ig h t ,  
w h e n  b e a r in g s  a n d  r a n g e s  f ro m  la n d  p o in ts  w e r e  a v a i l 
a b le . B u t  as  w e  p u lle d  o u t .  it  w as  p i tc h  b la c k , a n d  th e  
n a r r o w  b e a m s  o f  th e  s e a r c h l ig h ts  p r o v id e d  a  v e ry  in a d e 
q u a te  a m o u n t  o f  l ig h t .  B y  g u ess , by G o d  a n d  b y  g o o d  
s e a m a n s h ip  w e  m a n a g e d  s o m e h o w  to  r e a c h  th e  sea  w i th 
o u t  r ip p in g  o u t  o u r  b o t to m , f a p  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  p  a n e s  
h a d  flow n  o v e r  E s p i r i tu  S a n to , b u t  n o  a t t a c k  in  f o r c e  
a r r iv e d .

T h e  n e x t  d a y , O c to b e r  1 6 th . w e jo in e d  th e  c ru is e rs  
Chester, Helena a n d  San Francisco, w i th  th e i r  d e s tr o y e rs ,  
a n d  as  T a s k  F o r c e  6 7  w e h o v e r e d  n e a r  th e  lo w e r  e d g e  o f  
th e  S o lo m o n s . D u r in g  th is  t im e  th e  A m e r i c a n  n e w s p a 
p e r s  w e r e  h e a d l in in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  U . S. f lee t w a s  h o ld 
in g  th e  Ja p s  a t  b a y  a w a y  f ro m  th e  S o lo m o n s . F r o m  
w h e re  w e  s to o d , it lo o k e d  a  b i t  d if f e re n t . N o r th  o f  us  
a n d  s e p a r a te d  by th e  is la n d  b a r r ie r ,  w e r e  o p e r a t in g  f o u r

Ja p  b a t t le s h ip s  a n d  tw o  c a r r ie r s ,  e s c o r te d  by a la r g e  n u m -  
e r  o f  c r u is e r s  a n d  d e s tr o y e rs . N ig h t ly  th e  e n e m y  w as  

s e n d in g  in  sh ip s  to  b o m b a r d  o u r  s m a ll  le a s e  o n  G u a d a l 
c a n a l ,  s m a s h in g  a t  o u r  g u n  e m p la c e m e n ts ,  a n d  p la n e s  
a n d  in s ta l la t io n s  o n  th e  a ir f ie ld . W e  w e r e  p o w e rle s s  to  
p r e v e n t  th e se  b lo w s , w h ic h  w e r e  n e a r ly  c r u s h in g  th e  
M a r in e s ’ d e fe n s e  u n d e r  th e  h e a v y  i m p a c t  o f  to n s  o f  s h e lls . 
B e c a u s e  o f  o u r  in f e r io r i t y  in  s h ip s  a n d  a i r p o w e r ,  w e  w e re  
n o t  a b le  to  d r iv e  a w a y  th e  m a in  J a p  f o rc e s .  O u r  o n ly  
c h a n c e  to  h u r t  th e  e n e m y  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  in  c a tc h in g  
s m a ll  p a r ts  o f  th e i r  l a r g e  fleet.

H o w e v e r ,  J a p a n e s e  s n o o p e r  p la n e s  a n d  th e  p o s s ib ili ty  
o f  a i r  a t t a c k  k e p t  us u n d e r  c o n s ta n t  o b s e r v a t io n  a n d  a t  
a  r e s p e c ta b le  d is ta n c e , p r e c lu d in g  a n y  c h a n c e  o f  o u r  
s te a m in g  in to  th e  S o lo m o n s  a t  to p  s p e e d  a n d  c u t t i n g  u p  
a n  is o la te d  J a p  f o rc e .  T h e  v i r tu a l  b lo c k a d e  th e  Ja p s  
h a d  th r o w n  a r o u n d  th e  S o lo m o n s  h a d  p u t  o u r  f o rc e s  
th e r e  in  d e s p e r a te  s tr a i ts .  P r a c t i c a l l y  n o  g a s  w as le f t  f o r  
th e  p la n e s  b a s e d  th e r e ,  a n d  f o o d  a n d  a m m u n i t io n  w e re  
g e t t in g  s h o r t .  W h i l e  w e  w e r e  a b le  o c c a s io n a l ly  to  s lip  in  
sm a ll r e in f o r c e m e n ts ,  th e  e n e m y  w a s  p o u r in g  in  f re s h  
t r o o p s  a lm o s t  d a i ly  to  f a c e  o u r  b a t t le -w o r n  s o ld ie r s  a n d

M a r in e s .  A s o n e  M a r in e ,  m a n y  m o n th s  la t e r  w h e n  th e  
b lo o d y  c a m p a ig n  w a s  o v e r ,  s a id  to  u s in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  
s i t u a t i o n :  “ B r o t h e r ,  th in g s  w as in  a  h e l l  o f  a  m e s s !”

O n  m a n y  o c c a s io n s  w e  m a d e  f a ls e  s ta r ts  a n d  h e a d e d  
n o r t h  a t  fu ll  s p e e d  to  a t t a c k  a g r o u p  o f  b o m b a r d in g  J a p  
s h ip s . B u t  e a c h  t im e  e i t h e r  w e w e r e  h o p e le s s ly  o u t 
n u m b e r e d ,  o r  th e  e n e m y  sh ip s  h a d  a c h a n c e  to  g e t  a w a y , 
a n d  w e  r e tu r n e d  to  o u r  f o r m e r  a r e a  to  c i r c l e  a b o u t  w a it
in g  f o r  a n o th e r  c h a n c e .  W e  s p e n t  d a y s  s te a m in g  in  g ia n t  
c ir c le s ,  a lw a y s  s ta y in g  w ith in  a n  a r e a  o f  a b o u t  o n e  h u n 
d r e d  m ile s  as  w e  lo i te r e d  ju s t  b e lo w  th e  is la n d s .

O n e  e v e n in g  w e  g o t  w o rd  th a t  o u r  ta sk  fo rc e  w as g o 
in g  to  s p li t  u p  la t e r  th a t  n ig h t .  T h e  Washington w as to  
s e p a r a te  f ro m  th e  c r u is e r s  a n d  g o  its  o w n  w a y . A f te r  th e  
u s u a l e x c h a n g e  o f  i n s t r u c t io n s  a n d  g o o d -b y e s  o v e r  th e  
s h o r t-w a v e  r a d io ,  th e  Washington h a d  c h a n g e d  c o u r s e  
a n d  h e a d e d  o u t  o f  th e  f o r m a t i o n ,  w h e n  s u d d e n ly —

Whooosli! I 'h e  s o u n d  o f  a  te r r i f i c  e x p lo s io n  filled  th e  
a i r  a s  f lam es le a p e d  u p  a n d  o u t  in to  th e  d a r k n e s s  a t th e  
s p o t  w h e r e  th e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  c r u is e r s  la y . T h e  c la n g in g  o f  
th e  g e n e r a l -a la r m  w a r n i n g  b ell s e n t th e  Washington’s 
c re w  r u n n in g  t o  b a t t le - s ta t io n s . A m m u n i t io n  w as b r o u g h t  
u p , a n d  o u r  b ig  g u n s  a im e d  a t  th e  s p o t  w h e re  th e  s h e e t  
o f  f la m e s  h a d  a p p e a r e d  a n d  th e n  s u d d e n ly  g o n e  o u t .  T h e  
p o s s ib il i ty  t h a t  w e  h a d  r u n  in to  a J a p a n e s e  s u r f a c e  f o r c e  
w as u p p e r m o s t  in  e v e r y o n e ’s m in d .  T h e  g u n -c re w s  
w e r e  i t c h in g  to  o p e n  fire  a t  th e  ta r g e ts  o n  th e  r a d a r  s c r e e n .  
T h e s e  ta r g e ts  w e r e  o u t o w n  c r u is e r s ,  h o w e v e r , a n d  n o  
o t h e r  g r o u p s  o f  s h ip s  c o u ld  b e  p ic k e d  u p . T h e  v o ic e  o f  
th e  o fficer o f  th e  d e c k  o n  th e  c r u is e r  Chester c o m in g  o v e r  
th e  s h o r t-w a v e  r a d io  c le a r e d  u p  th e  s i tu a t io n .

“ W e  h a v e  b e e n  t o r p e d o e d ,”  i t  s a id , “ a n d  w e a r e  n o t  
a b le  to  m o v e  u n d e r  o u r  o w n  p o w e r . W e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  
in  a  few  h o u r s .”

A  tu g  f ro n t E s p i r i tu  S a n to  w a s  s e n t o u t  im m e d ia te ly  to  
to w  b a c k  th e  Chester, w h ic h  h a d  a g a p in g  h o le  in  h e r  
s id e  le a d in g  in to  th e  e n g in e  s p a c e s . B e f o r e  th e  tu g  a r 
r iv e d , th e  c r u is e r  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  m a k e  
a  s p e e d  o f  f o u r  k n o ts , b u t a b r e a k d o w n  a g a in  m a d e  th e  
s h ip  h e lp le s s . A f te r  th e  tu g  h a d  to w e d  f o r  a w h ile , d ie  
Chester s t a r te d  off a g a in  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  m a d e  p o r t  u n 
d e r  h e r  o w n  p o w e r . A ll th e  w h ile  th e  d a m a g e d  s h ip  
w o rk e d  its  w a y  to  E s p i r i tu ,  th e  Washington c o v e r e d  th e  
w i th d r a w a l ,  p r o t e c t in g  h e r  a g a in s t  a n y  a t t e m p t  th a t  
m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  by J a p a n e s e  s u r f a c e  u n its  to  c o m 
p l e te  th e  j o b  a n d  s in k  h e r .  T h e  c r u is e r ’s slo w  sp eed  
m a d e  h e r  a n  ea sy  ta r g e t  f o r  e n e m y  su b s , b u t w a tc h fu l  
d e s tr o y e r s  k e p t  th e m  a w a y .

S h o r t l y  a f t f r  t h f . Chester e n te r e d  th e  N e w  H e h i id es  
p o r t ,  w e  f o llo w e d  h e r  in , a n d  o n c e  a n c h o r e d ,  w e w e re  
a b le  to  g e t  th e  d e ta i ls  o f  th e  to r p e d o i n g .  S ev en  m e n  
h a d  b e e n  k ille d  o r  w e r e  m is s in g , w h ile  s c o re s  h a d  b e e n  
in ju r e d .  S o m e  m e n  s le e p in g  o u t  o n  d e c k  h a d  b e e n  b lo w n  
o v e r  th e  s id e . O n e  o f  th e  m e n  w h o  w e n t  o v e r  m a n a g e d  
to  r e a c t  q u ic k ly  e n o u g h  to  g r a b  p a r t  o f  th e  p r o p e l le r  
g u a r d ,  a  f r a m e  p u t t i n g  o u t  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  th e  s h ip  a f t  
to  k e e p  o b s ta c le s  a n d  o t h e r  s h ip s  a w a y  f ro m  th e  screw s. 
A f te r  h a n g in g  f o r  s o m e tim e , h is  s h o u ts  g o t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  
o f  p e o p le  o n  d e c k , w h o  h a u le d  h im  u p . A n o th e r  m a n ,  
n o t  so  f o r t u n a te ,  w a s  s le e p in g  in  th e  h a n g a r  th a t  c a r r ie d  
th e  c r u i s e r ’s s c o u t i n g  p la n e s . T h e  to r p e d o  s tr u c k  b e lo w  
th e  m a n . a n d  th e  te r r i b le  f o r c e  th r e w  h im  in to  a  s ta n 
c h io n  so  h a r d  t h a t  h is  b o d y  w a s  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  it  w ith  
h is  k n e e s  k n o c k in g  h is  b r a in s  o u t .

T h e  h a r b o r  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  e m p ty . T h e  j u n g l e  th a t  
g r e w  d o w n  to  th e  w a t e r ’s e d g e  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  w ild . W h i le  
w e  w e r e  o n ly  in  th e  h a r b o r  f o r  a d a y , th e  s h ip  w as  
c r o w d e d  w ith  v is i to r s —m o s tly  M a r in e s  o f  th e  r a id e r  b a t 
ta l io n s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  flo w n  o u t  o f  th e  S o lo m o n s . T h e y  
v e r if ie d  to  us th e  to u g h n e s s  o f  th e  f ig h tin g  o n  G u a d a l 
c a n a l .  W h i l e  w e h a d  b e e n  s te a m in g  off th e  s o u th e r n  
f r in g e  o f  th e  S o lo m o n s , w e  h a d  s e n t  d e s tr o y e rs , w h ic h



w e r e  a b le  to  s n e a k  in  u n d e t e c t e d ,  to  p ic k  u p  M a r in e  l i a 
is o n  p a r t i e s .  W i t h  th e  M a r in e s  a c t in g  a s  s p o t te r s ,  th e  d e 
s tr o y e r s  h a d  fired  th o u s a n d s  o f  r o u n d s  in t o  J a p  p o s i t io n s ,  
d e s tr o y in g  th e i r  g u n s , a m m u n i t i o n  d u m p s , o r  m a sse s  o f  
in f a n tr y . W h e n  th e  J a p  s h ip s  h a d  c o m e  in  to  u se ^ th e  
s a m e  te c h n iq u e  a g a in s t  o u r  t r o o p s , th e  M a r in e s  a t te s te d  
to  th e  p o te n c y  o f  th e  n a v a l  b o m b a r d m e n ts .  B o m b s  
f r o m  p la n e s  h a d  n o t  b o th e r e d  th e  m e n  n e a r ly  a s  m u c h  
as h a d  th e  p o u n d in g  g iv e n  th e m  b y  fiv e -in ch  o r  la r g e r  
g u n s  c a r r ie d  o n  J a p  sh ip s . W h e n  J a p  b a t t le s h ip s  u s in g  
f o u r te e n - in c h  g u n s  h a d  w o rk e d  o v e r  H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld  
a n d  M a r in e  lin e s , th e  e ffect h a d  b e e n  d e v a s t a t in g  b o th  o n  
m a te r i a l  a n d  p e r s o n n e l .

T h e  M a r in e s  to ld  u s  o t  a n  in c id e n t  t h a t  to o k  p la c e  a t  
th e  te m p o r a r y  h o s p ita l  in  E s p i r i tu  w h e r e  s h e ll -s h o c k e d  
M a r in e s  flo w n  o u t  f ro m  G u a d a lc a n a l  h a d  b e e n  p u t  fo r  
r e c u p e r a t io n .  A  h ig h  w in d  th a t  s t r u c k  th e  is la n d  k n o c k e d  
a  lo t  o f  c o c o n u ts  off th e  tre e s , a n d  w ith  a te r r i f i c  c la t t e r in g  
th e y  h i t  th e  tin  r o o f  o f  th e  w a r d  w h e re  th e  s h o c k  p a t ie n ts  
w e re . S o m e  o f  th e  p a t ie n t s  c l im b e d  tin d e r  th e ir  b e d s  o r  
la y  fla t o n  th e  f lo o r ; b u t  m o st o f  th e m , th in k in g  th e  Ja p s  
h a d  s tr u c k , to o k  to  th e  ju n g le . N e a r ly  th r e e  d a y s  w e re  
r e q u ir e d  b e f o r e  a ll o f  th e  p a t ie n ts  w e r e  r o u n d e d  u p .

L a t e  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  th e  d a y  w e h a d  a r r iv e d  w ith  
th e  Chester, th e  Washington g o t u n d e r  w ay  a n d  p u t  o u t  
f ro m  E s p i r i tu  to  ta k e  u p  o u r  p a t r o l  a n d  w a i t  lo r  th e  
c h a n c e  to  s tr ik e  a t  th e  Ja p s . W e  jo in e d  th e  f o rc e  o f  c r u is 
e rs , n o w  m in u s  th e  Chester, w ith  w h ic h  w e h a d  o p e r a t e d  
b e f o r e , a n d  a g a in  to o k  s ta t io n  ju st b e lo w  G u a d a lc a n a l .

O n  O c to b e r  2 5 th ,  th r e e  d i s t in c t  J a p  g r o u p s , e a c h  la r g e r  
th a n  a n y  o f  o u r  fo rc e s , s u r g e d  d o w n  to w a r d  th e  S o lo m o n  
a n d  S a n ta  C ru z  is la n d s . W i t h  th e m  c a m e  t r a n s p o r t s  a n d  
c a r g o  sh ip s  to  b o ls te r  th e i r  la r g e  f o rc e s  o n  G u a d a lc a n a l .  
T h i s  w as th e  first o f  th r e e  g r e a t  e ffo rts  to  b r e a k  th e  b a c k  
o f  U . S. n a v a l p o w e r  p r o t e c t in g  o u r  fo rc e s . A ls o , th e y  
w e re  b r in g in g  in  su fficien t m e n  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  to  e n 
a b le  th e m  to  m o u n t  a n  o ffe n s iv e  in  w h ic h  th e y  h o p e d  to  
m a k e  a s ta r t  in  se iz in g  a n d  h o ld in g  th e  is la n d  fo r  th e m  
f o re v e r . D u r i n g  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  th a t  d a y  w e h a d  b e e n  
a t  b a t t le  s ta t io n s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  a n  a ir  
a t t a c k .  T o w a r d  e v e n in g  o u r  ill-a s s o rte d  f o rc e , w h ic h  
c o n s is te d  o f  th e  Washington, th e  h e a v v  c r u is e r  th e  San 
Francisco, th e  l ig h t  c r u is e r  Helena, a n d  o n e  v e ry  l ig h t  
c r u is e r  th e  Atlanta, s p e e d e d  u p  to  tw e n ty -f o u r  k n o ts .  
W e  h e a d e d  f o r  R u s s e ll  I s la n d  n e a r  th e  w e s te r n  t ip  o f  
G u a d a lc a n a l .  W i t h  o u r  f o r c e ,  w h ic h  h a d  as n ta n v  ty p e s  
o f  g u n s , w ith  d if f e re n t  e ffe c tiv e  r a n g e s , f irin g  sp e e d s , a n d  
e x p lo s iv e  e ffects , w e  w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  m e e t tw o  J a p  b a t 
tle sh ip s  a n d  f o u r  c ru is e rs  e s c o r te d  by d e s tr o y e rs .

A t R u s s e ll  Is la n d  th e  Washington a n d  tw o  c r u is e r s  e a c h  
c a ta p u l te d  o n e  s c o u t  p la n e . I 'h e  g r o u p  o f  th r e e  p la n e s  
jo in e d  u p  a n d  flew  off in to  th e  m o o n l i t  n ig h t  to w a r d  th e  
b o d y  o f  w a te r  b e tw e e n  G u a d a lc a n a l  a n d  F l o r i d a  Is la n d .  
W e  k e p t  in  c o n s ta n t  to u c h  w ith  th e m  b y  r a d io .  A t  a n y  
m o m e n t , as  w e  r u s h e d  a t  tw e n ty -s e v e n  k n o ts  a r o u n d  th e  
w e s te rn  t ip  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l  to w a r d  S a v o  Is la n d , w e e x 
p e c te d  to  h e a r  th a t  th e y  h a d  s ig h te d  th e  J a p  f o r c e  w e  in 
te n d e d  to  b r in g  to  b a t t le .  T h e  p la n e s  h a d  fu e l fo r  o n ly  
a few  h o u r s ’ f lig h t, a n d  w e w e r e  n o t a b le  to  p ic k  th e m  
u p  as w e s te a m e d  in  s e a rc h  o f  th e  e n e m y .

W h e n  th e y  w e r e  c a t a p u l te d ,  th e  p i lo ts  r e a liz e d  th is , 
a n d  a ls o  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  tp  c h a n c e  J a p  
n ig h t  f ig h te rs , a n d  o u r  o w n  a n t ia i r c r a f t - f i r e  b e f o r e  th e y  
c o u ld  se t d o w n  in  T u l a g i  h a r b o r .  T h e y  h a d  n e v e r  seen  
th e  h a r b o r  b e f o r e , a n d  its  c o n t o u r s  w e r e  u n f a m il ia r .  
D a r k e n e d  s h ip s  a n d  w r e c k a g e  o f  sh ip s  c r o w d e d  th e  a n 
c h o r a g e  in to  w h ic h  th e  p la n e s  w e r e  g o in g  to  la n d  in  th e  
n ig h t . T h e  p i lo ts ’ c h a n c e s  o f  s u r v iv in g  th e  f lig h t a p 
p e a r e d  to  b e  a b o u t  fifty -fifty ; y e t th e y  n e v e r  h e s i ta te d ,  
a n d  th e  th r e e  o f  th e m  s c o u r e d  th e  lo w e r  S o lo m o n s  a r e a  
th o r o u g h ly  fo r  u s. R e p o r ts  c a m e  in  e v e r y  few  m in u te s  
as th e y  q u ic k ly  c o v e r e d  th e i r  a s s ig n e d  s e a r c h in g  a r e a s ;  
"No enemy ships sighted yet.”

T h e  h o u r s  p a s s e d  a n d  w i th  th e m  th e  in i t i a l  te n se n e ss . 
I t  s e e m e d  o b v io u s  t h a t  J a p s  h a d  le f t  a n d  w e  w o u ld  n o t  
m e e t  th e m  t h a t  n i g h t .  O n e  b y  o n e  th e  p la n e s  w e r e  to ld  
to  g iv e  u p  th e  s e a r c h  a n d  la n d  a t  T u l a g i .  T h a t  th e  Ja p s  
h a d  v is i te d  th e  w a te r s  th r o u g h  w h ic h  w e  p a sse d  w as  
p r o v e d  b y  th e  s h a m b le s  o u r  a v i a to r s  fo u n d  a t  T u l a g i  
a f te r  l a n d in g  th e r e  sa fe ly . O n e  h o u r  a n d  a h a lf  b e f o r e  
w e  h a d  a r r iv e d  off T u l a g i ,  s o m e  J a p  w a r s h ip s  h a d  s h e lle d  
th e  h a r b o r  h e a v ily . W h i l e  th is  w a s  g o in g  o n , th e  r e s t  
o f  th e  la r g e  J a p  f o r c e  w as c o v e r in g  th e  la n d in g  o f  m e n  
a n d  s u p p lie s  o ff  G u a d a lc a n a l .  T h e n  th e  w h o le  f o rc e ,  
r a t h e r  th a n  risk  a h e a v y  e n g a g e m e n t  a t  t h a t  t im e , r e t i r e d  
w i th o u t  w a i t in g  to  m e e t  o u r  s h ip s , w h ic h  th e y  k n e w  
w e r e  c o m in g . O n e  p u r p o s e  w e  h a d  a c c o m p lis h e d ; n o  
a t t e m p t  w as m a d e  to  sh e ll G u a d a lc a n a l ,  a n d  by th e  s h o r t  
t im e  th e  t r a n s p o r t s  h a d  b e e n  off th e  J a p  h e ld  p a r ts  o f  
th a t  is la n d , w e  k n e w  th a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t h a v e  p u t  m u c h  
a s h o r e .

A t  tw o  o ’c lo c k  in  th e  m o r n in g  th e  b lo o d le s s  b a t t le  w as  
o fficia lly  d e c la r e d  o v e r  as  w e  h e a d e d  w e s t b e tw e e n  S a v o  
a n d  G u a d a lc a n a l  is la n d s , th e n  s o u th , e a s t  o f  R u s s e ll .

A s  w f  r f t ir f .d g r a d u a l l y  to  k e e p  c le a r  o f  J a p  p la n e s ,  
n e w  r u m o r s  c a m e  to  u s  o f  a  b a t t le  th a t  w a s  r a g in g  in  th e  
E a s t .  T h e  o r ig i n a l  s t r a te g y  a s  p la n n e d  by A d m ir a l  
“ B u l l ” H a ls e y  h a d  b e e n  f o r  us to  b l u n t  o r  w ip e  o u t  th e  
la r g e s t  o f  th e  th r e e  J a p a n e s e  g r o u p s  o p e r a t in g  off th e  
is la n d s , w h ile  o u r  c a r r i e r  f o rc e s , b a c k e d  u p  by h e a v ie r  
s h ip s  to  th e  e a s t , e n g a g e d  th e  r e m a in in g  J a p  g r o u p s . T h e  
J a p  f o r c e  w e  w e r e  to  e n g a g e  h a d  p u lle d  o u t  b u t  th e  
o th e r s  h a d  n o t ;  a n d  a g r im  s t r u g g le  b e tw e e n  th e  o p p o s in g  
c a r r i e r  task  f o rc e s  r a g e d  n e a r  th e  S a n ta  C r u z  Is la n d s . 
U n d e r  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  o u t n u m b e r i n g  J a p  p la n e s ’ a t 
ta c k  w h ic h  b r o k e  th r o u g h  th e  s w ir l in g  d o g fig h ts , th e  
U . S. c a r r i e r  Hornet w a s  su n k  a n d  th e  c a r r i e r  Enterprise 
h i t  th r e e  t im e s . O u r  c a r r i e r  s t r e n g th  in  th e  P a c if ic , w i th  
th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  th e  s m a ll  c o n v e r t e d  f la t-to p s , w h ic h  h a d  
n e i th e r  th e  sp e e d  n o r  e n o u g h  p la n e s  to  o p e r a t e  a g a in s t  
th e  J a p s , w a s  n o w  r e d u c e d  to  o n e  b a d lv  d a m a g e d  c a r r i e r .  
T h e  b a t t le s h i p  South Dakota, w h ic h  h a d  ju st r e t u r n e d  
f r o m  th e  N a v y  Y a r d .  w as h i t  w ith  a  f iv e -h u n d r e d -p o u n d  
b o m b  b y  a lo n e  J a p  p l a n e  w h ic h  d iv e d  in  a s u r p r is e  a t 
ta c k . O n e  o f  h e r  t u r r e ts  w a s  p u t  o u t  o f  c o m m is s io n , a n d  
o u r  b a t t le s h i p  s t r e n g th  in th e  S o u th  P a c if ic  w as r e d u c e d  
to  o n e  a n d  tw o -th ir d s  sh ip s .

O p e r a t i n g  a g a in s t  o u r  tw o  c a r r ie r s ,  o n e  b a t t le s h ip , a n d  
f o u r  c ru is e rs  a n d  s c r e e n in g  d e s tr o v e r s .  h a d  b e e n  a J a p  
f o r c e  c o m p o s e d  o f  f o u r  c a r r ie r s ,  tw o  b a t t le s h ip s , a n d  s ix  
c r u is e r s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  d e s tr o v e rs . T w o  e n e m y  c a r r ie r s  
a n d  o n e  b a t t le s h i p  h a d  b e e n  s e v e re ly  m a u le d , b u t as fa r  
as c o u ld  b e  d e t e r m in e d ,  n o n e  o f  th e  e n e m y ’s b ig  u n its  
h a d  b e e n  s u n k . T h e  b ig g e s t lo ss in c u r r e d  by th e  Ja p s  
w as th e  e s t im a te d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
th ir ty  p la n e s . T h e  first r o u n d  in  th e  c l i m a c t i c  n a v a l  
s t r u g g le  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  S o lo m o n s  h a d  e n d e d  in  a d r a w .

A t th e  d a w n  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  o n  th e  s e c o n d  d a v  o f  o u r  
r e t i r e m e n t  f ro m  th e  R u s s e ll , S a v o  Is la n d  ja u n t  a ll  h a n d s  

’o n  b o a r d  s h ip  s to o d  w e a k ly  a t  b a t t le  s ta t io n s . F o r  n e a r ly  
th r e e  w eek s  w e h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  w a y  c o n t in u o u s ly ,  w ith  
th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  few  h o u r s ' s to p s  a t  E s p ir i tu  S a n to .  
H e a v y  w a tc h e s  a n d  d a y s  s p e n t  a t  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  h a d  
ta k e n  th e ir  to ll  a n d  th e  m e n  w e r e  p la in  w o rn  o u t .  A s I  
g la n c e d  a r o u n d  a t  th e  s le e p y  m e n  c r o w d e d  in  th e  s m a ll  
c o n fin e s  o f  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r , 1 c o u ld  see th a t  i t  
w o u ld  ta k e  a c o n s id e r a b le  s h o c k  o r  jo lt  to  a r o u s e  th e m .

T h e  s h o c k  c a m e  s o o n e r  th a n  e x p e c te d .
“ T o r p e d o !  Torpedo!” c a m e  s h o u ts  f ro m  th e  m e n  o u t  

o n  d e c k  m a n n i n g  th e  m a c h in e -g u n s . T h e  s h ip  lis te d  
s h a r p ly , a n d  v i b r a t io n  s h o o k  us a s  th e  Washington h e e le d  
o v e r  in to  a s h a r p  tu r n .  T w o  m u ffled  e x p lo s io n s  w ith in  
s e co n d s  o f  o n e  a n o th e r  j a r r e d  th e  s h ip . O v e r  m y  e a r 
p h o n e s  c a m e  th e  u n e x c i te d  v o ic e  o f  S p o t O n e —L i e u t e n 
a n t  C o m m a n d e r  S e e le y , in  th e  to p  o f  th e  f o r e m o s t  s tr u c -



tu r e :  " T w o  to r p e d o e s  ju st e x p l o d e d  in  o u r  w a k e , a n d  tw o  
m o r e  a r e  h e a d e d  f o r  th e  s h ip .”  B r e a th le s s ly  I r e la y e d  
t h a t  in f o r m a t io n  to  th e  g u n n e r y  officer.

“ T a k e  a  b r a c e  o r  lie  o n  th e  d e c k ,”  h e  y e lle d  to  a l l .  
E x p e c t i n g  to  b e  k n o c k e d  Hat a t  a n y  m o m e n t  b y  th e  v io 
le n t  f o r c e  o f  a  to r p e d o ’s e x p l o s io n ,  w e  j u m p e d  to  c o n ip ly .

“ W i l l  th e  to r p e d o e s  h i t  u s?”  a s k e d  th e  g u n n e r y  officer  
o f  m e , k n o w in g  1 w o u ld  g e t  th e  a n s w e r  f r o m  S p o t  O n e .  
T o  th e  q u e s t io n  I  r e la y e d , S e e le y  h e s i ta te d  a s e c o n d  a n d  
th e n  a n s w e r e d  w ith  h is  u s u a l u n h u r r ie d  H a t-to n e d  v o ic e :

" Y e s , I b e l ie v e  s o .”
“ T h i n k  s o ,” I to ld  th e  g u n n e r y  o fficer . W e  a l l  h u n g  

o n  to  p a r t s  o f  m a c h in e r y  a n d  f ir e -c o n tr o l  e q u ip m e n t  f o r  
d e a r  life , w h ile  th e  lis t  o f  th e  s h ip  c h a n g e d  to  a n  e v e n  
k e e l , a n d  th e n  q u ic k ly  r e v e r s e d  as  th e  s h ip  w as s la m m e d  
in to  a n o th e r  f u l l - r u d d e r e d  tu r n .  F o r  p e r h a p s  th i r ty  se c 
o n d s  th a t  s e e m e d  lik e  th i r ty  m in u te s  w e  w a i te d  f o r  th e

lassed  ju s t  a h e a d .  T h e y ’r e  g o in g  to  g o  
le Atlanta,” c a m e  th e  w e lc o m e  n ew s  

f r o m  L i e u t e n a n t  C o m m a n d e r  S e e le y . W e  a ll  h e a v e d  
sig h s  o f  r e l ie f  a n d  r e la x e d .

“ C lo s e  b u t  n o  c i g a r ,"  w h is tle d  a  s e a m a n  n e x t  to  m e ,  
w ip in g  im a g in a r y  s w e a t f r o m  h is  b r o w . I t  h a d  in d e e d  
b e e n  c lo s e . W e  h a d  b e e n  b r a c k e te d  b y  f o u r  to r p e d o e s  
a p p a r e n t ly  f ire d  f r o m  lo n g  r a n g e  in  th e  m is ty  h a l f  l ig h t  
o f  d a w n . N e a r  th e  e n d  o f  th e ir  r u n ,  th e  to r p e d o e s  w e re  
c lo s e  to  th e  s u r f a c e  a n d  p o r p o is in g . W h e n  th e y  h i t  o u r  
w a k e , th e  h a r d n e s s  o f  th e  s w ir l in g  w a te r  w a s  e n o u g h  to  
d e t o n a t e  th e  w a r -h e a d s . F r a g m e n ts  filled  th e  a i r  as  th e  
to r p e d o e s  e x p lo d e d  c lo s e  a b o a r d  o u r  s te r n , b u t  n o  o n e  
o n  th e  f a n -ta i l  w as  h u r t .  T h e  J a p a n e s e  s u b m a r in e s ,  
w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  u se d  ta c t i c a l ly  w ith  g r e a t  d a r in g  a n d  
s k ill , h a d  w r o u g h t  h a v o c  o n  o u r  ta sk  fo rc e s , b u t  th e  lu ck  
o f  th e  Washington w as b e c o m in g  a p p a r e n t  to  a ll  h a n d s  
a b o a r d . T w o  w eek s  la t e r  o u r  lu c k  o ff S a v o  I s la n d  a p 
p r o a c h e d  th e  f a n ta s t i c .

O u r  f o r c e  h u r r ie d ly  s te a m e d  f r o m  th e  s p o t  o f  th e  a t 
ta c k , le a v in g  b e h in d  o n e  d e s tr o y e r  to  flush  a n d  if  p o s 
s ib le  s in k  th e  J a p  s u b m a r in e . A s  w e le f t  th e  d e s tr o y e r  
o n  th e  h o r iz o n , w e  c o u ld  see  th e  g i a n t  m u s h r o o m s  o f  
w a te r  f o rm e d  b y  e x p lo s io n s  o f  d e p th  c h a r g e s  r is in g  a n d  
d is i n te g r a t in g  as  sh e  w o r r ie d  th e  s u b m a r in e  lik e  a te r r i e r  
w ith  a r a t .

O v e r  th e  r a d io  c a m e  th e  o r d e r s  to  o u r  r e t i r in g  f o r c e  
f o r  th e  tr im  c r u is e r  Atlanta a n d  tw o  d e s tr o y e rs  to  b e  r e 
f u e le d  a t  se a , d e t a c h e d ,  a n d  h e a d e d  b a c k  to  th e  S o lo m o n s  
f o r  a n  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  s h o r e  b o m b a r d m e n t .  W h e n  w e h a d  
r e a c h e d  a n  a r e a  t h a t  w a s  c le a r  o f  s u b m a r in e s ,  A d m ir a l  
L e e ,  in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  f o r c e  a n d  a b o a r d  th e  Washington, 
s ig n a le d  th e  tw o  d e s tr o y e rs  d e s ig n a te d  to  m a k e  th e  s tr ik e  
to  c o m e  a lo n g s id e  to  r e f u e l .  O n  p o r t  a n d  s ta r b o a r d  
sid es  o u r  s e a m e n  r u s h e d  w ith  o r d e r ly  c o n f u s io n  a s  th e y  
s k illfu lly  h a n d le d  th e  m a in l o  lin e s  a n d  fu e l h o ses le a d 
in g  to  b o th  d e s tr o y e rs  a t  o n c e . I n  a m in i m u m  o f  tim e  
th e  fu e l- ta n k s  o f  b o th  s h ip s  w e r e  to p p e d  off w h ile  w e  
s te a m e d  a t  te n  k n o ts . N o  s o o n e r  h a d  th e  tw o  d e s tr o y e rs  
s h o v e d  off f r o m  o u r  .a l e ,  th a n  th e  c r u is e r  Atlanta c a m e  
u p  f r o m  a s te r n , g a i n in g  s lo w ly  o n  us u n t i l  th e y  to o  w e re  
a lo n g s id e  a n d  r e c e iv in g  fu e l f ro m  u s. T h e  Washington, 
b e c a u s e  o f  its  im m e n s e  c a p a c i ty  o f  o i l , h a d  c o n d u c te d  
f u e lin g  o p e r a t io n s  a t  se a  n e a r ly  e v e r y  f o u r th  d a y  d u r i n g  
th e  m o n th  a n d  a h a l f  t h a t  w e  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  P a c if ic  
b a t tle -z o n e . W h i l e  w e w e r e  e x p e r ts ,  it  h a d  b e c o m e  ir k 
s o m e  to  us to  h a v e  to  fu e l r e p e a te d ly  sh ip s  w h ic h  w e re  
g o in g  to  le a v e  u s  to  m a k e  s tr ik e s  a g a in s t  th e  e n e m y .  
M e a n w h ile  w e s te a m e d  a r o u n d  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  th e  f ig h t
in g  lik e  a  p r im a  d o n n a . F o r  a ll  o u r  size  a n d  b ig  g u n s  
w e  h a d  a m o u n te d  to  n o th i n g  m o r e  th a n  a n  a r m e d  ta n k e r  
w h ile  w e  f lo a te d  a r o u n d  f u e lin g  sh ip s  d o in g  th e  f ig h tin g  
a n d  n o t  f ig h tin g  o u rs e lv e s .

O u r  v ie w  o f  th e  Atlanta s te a m in g  off h e a d in g  n o r t h  
w as th e  la s t  w e  e v e r  h a d  o f  h e r .  T w o  w e e k s  la t e r  h e r

e x p e c te d  c ra s h e s .
“ T h e  to r p e d o e s  
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b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d  u n d e r  th e  p o u n d in g  o f  
J a p  g u n s  in  a  f e r o c io u s  n ig h t  b a t t le .  T h e  r e s t  o f  th e  
f o r c e  c o n t in u e d  s o u th w a r d . A f te r  s e v e r a l  m o r e  d a y s  w e  
a r r iv e d  o ff th e  h a r b o r  o f  N o u m e a  a t  th e  b o t to m  o f  th e  
F r e n c h  I s la n d  o f  N e w  C a le d o n i a ,  w h ic h  s t r e tc h e s  a lo n g  
th e  u p p e r  e a s te r n  c o a s t  o f  A u s t r a l ia .

A  s h o r t  t im e  a f te r  w e  h a d  d r o p p e d  th e  a n c h o r  in  th e  
o u t e r  e d g e  o f  th e  h a r b o r ,  o u r  lo o k o u ts  c a u g h t  s ig h t o l  
th e  m a s ts  o f  th e  r e t u r n i n g  task  fo rc e s . T h e y  h a d  fo u g h t  
th e  J a p s  n e a r  th e  S a n ta  C r u z  Is la n d s  n e a r ly  a  w e e k  b e f o r e  
w h ile  w e  h a d  s te a m e d  o n  a  n ig h t  v e n tu r e  th r o u g h  th e  
S o lo m o n s . S o o n  th e y  h a d  e n te r e d  th e  h a r b o r  a n d  w e re  
p a s s in g  c lo s e  a b o a r d  o n  th e ir  w a y  to  th e  m in e s  a n c h o r 
a g e . T o  c h e e r  th e  b a t te r e d  f le e t as  th e y  p a s s e d  u s. th e  
e n t i r e  c re w  o f  th e  Washington w a s  a s s e m b le d  o n  d e c k . 
A m id  th e  h e a r ty  " H i p - h i p - h u r r a h !” r e n d e r e d  by us in  
t r i b u t e  to  th e  s p le n d id  f ig h t th e y  h a d  m a d e , a  la r g e  p a r t  
o f  o u r  S o u th  P a c if ic  f le e t s te a m e d  b y . S m a s h e d  d eck s, 
w r e c k e d  g u n -m o u n ts ,  a n d  to r n  b u lk h e a d s  to ld  th e  s to r y  
o f  th e i r  g r im  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  o v e r w h e lm in g  o d d s .

O n N o v e m b e r  8t h , 1 9 4 2 ,  as  w e w a tc h e d  tw o  lo a d e d  
t r a n s p o r t s  g e t  u n d e r  w a y  f o r  th e  S o lo m o n s , w e  k n ew  
w e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  f o llo w  s o o n  to  f u r n is h  th e m  p r o t e c 
t io n . A t  n o o n  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 1 th , a f t e r  w e h e a r d  th a t  
th e  la r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  J a p  w a r s h ip s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t s  
y e t a s s e m b le d  in  th e  S o u th  P a c if ic  w a s  c o m in g  d o w n  f ro m  
T r u k  a n d  R a b a u l ,  w e  g o t  u n d e r  w a y . T h e  Washington, 
th e  d a m a g e d  South Dakota a n d  Enterprise, th e  c r u is e r s  
San Diego a n d  Northampton w i th  o u r  f o r c e  o f  d e s tr o y 
e rs , c le a r e d  th e  h a r b o r  a n d  h e a d e d  n o r t h  a t  tw e n ty -o n e  
k n o ts . W e  h a d  s a ile d  to  th e  s c e n e  o f  f ig h tin g  b e f o r e  
w ith  th e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  d o in g  b a t t le  a n d  h a d  b e e n  d is 
a p p o in te d .  B u t  th is  t im e  w e  k n e w  th a t  w e  in e v i ta b ly  
m u s t  b e  c a u g h t  u p  in  th e  v o r t e x  o f  th e  fin al b a t t le s  f o r  
th e  c o n t r o l  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l .

O n  o u r  w ay  n o r t h  w e  h e ld  a n t i a i r c r a f t  b u rs t-f ir in g  
p r a c t i c e s  to  to n e  u p  o u r  g u n  c re w s . W h i l e  f ir in g  o u r  
m a c h in e -g u n s , s e v e r a l  s tr a y  s h o ts  h i t  a  d e s tr o y e r  a n d  
w o u n d e d  s e v e r a l  s e a m e n . O n e  m a n  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  
f o r e c a s t le  w as h i t  b y  a n  e x p lo s iv e  sh e ll w h ic h  p ie r c e d  his  
c h e s t  a n d  e x p l o d e d  o n  th e  b u lk h e a d  b e h in d  h im . T h e  
o t h e r  m a n  w a s  h i t  in  th e  s to m a c h  by a  sh e ll w h ic h  lo d g e d  
in  h is  p e lv is —u n e x p l o d e d .  A n  e m e r g e n c y  c a ll  f o r  a d o t -  
to r  w a s  s e n t to  th e  Washington by th e  d e s tr o y e r ,  w h ic h  
c a r r ie d  n o n e . A d m ir a l  L e e  s ig n a le d  th e  s m a l le r  vessel 
to  c o m e  a lo n g s id e . A s th e  d e c k  f o r c e  r ig g e d  th e  b o a t 
s w a in ’s c h a i r  n e e d e d  f o r  th e  t r a n s f e r ,  D r . L in d s a y , a 
y o u n g  d a r k - h a i r e d  L t .  ( j .g .)  p r e p a r e d  his m e d ic a l  k it. 
D e s p ite  th e  r o u g h e n i n g  s e a , th e  D o c t o r  w as p u t  a b o a r d  
th e  d e s tr o y e r ,  a n d  in  a  few  m in u te s  w as te n d in g  th e  c r i t 
ic a l ly  in ju r e d  m e n . T h e  s e a m a n , w ith  th e  e x p lo s iv e  
m a c h in e -g u n  sh e ll lo d g e d  in  h is  b o d y  th a t  th r e a t e n e d  
to  d e t o n a t e  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ,  h a d  b e e n  c a r r ie d  b e lo w  o n  a  
s t r e t c h e r .  D e s p i te  h is  s u f fe r in g  h e  m a n a g e d  to  s m ile  a n d  
k id  th e  m e n  c a r r y in g  h im  d o w n , s a y in g :

“ Y o u  g u y s  h a n d le  m e  g e n tly  n o w  o r  I ’ ll s h a k e  n tv se lf  
a n d  b lo w  h e ll  o u t  o f  a ll  o f  y o u .”  D o c t o r  L in d s a y  w ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  th e  b o m b -d is p o s a l  e x p e r t  a b o a r d  th e  s h ip  
m a n a g e d  to  e x t r i c a t e  th e  p r o j e c t i le  a n d  h e a v e  it o v e r  th e  
s id e . T h e  s e a m a n , w h o  f o r  a s h o r t  w h ile  h a d  b e e n  a 
l iv in g  b o m b  a n d  c o n s id e r e d  a  m e n a c e ,  r e c o v e r e d  c o m 
p le te ly .  a n d  w as w e lc o m e d  b a c k  in to  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  b is  
r e l ie v e d  f r ie n d s .

L a t e  o n  th e  n ig h t  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 2 th  a n d  e a r ly  m o r n 
in g  o f  th e  1 8 th  w h ile  w e  r u s h e d  n o r t h w a r d ,  th e  s e c o n d  
o f  th e  th r e e  c r u c i a l  b a t t le s  f o r  G u a d a lc a n a l  w a s  b la z in g  
in  a  fiery  m £ le e  o ff  S a v o  I s la n d . A d m ir a ls  C a l la g h a n  a n d  
S c o t t ,  le a d in g  th e i r  f o r c e  o f  tw o  h e a v y  c r u is e r s ,  th r e e  l ig h t  
c ru is e rs  a n d  e ig h t  d e s tr o y e r s ,  p e r is h e d  in  th e  b lo o d y  b a t 
t le  w h ic h  le f t  o n ly  o n e  d e s tr o y e r  o u t  o f  o u r  f o r c e  o f  t h i r 
te e n  s h ip s  u n d a m a g e d  o r  su n k . T h e  J a p s  h a d  sw e p t



d o w n  f r o m  th e  n o r t h  in  f o u r  c o lu m n s , a n d  a f te r  r e c e iv 
in g  a  p u m m e lin g  f r o m  o u r  p la n e s  d u r i n g  th e  d a y , c o n 
t in u e d  o n  d e s p ite  d a m a g e .

T h a t  n ig h t  o u r  c r u is e r  f o rc e  f o r m e d  in to  a  s in g le  
c o lu m n  a n d  s te a m e d  s lo w ly  b e tw e e n  th e  is la n d s  in  s e a rc h  
o f  th e  e n e m y . S h o r tly  b e f o r e  m id n ig h t  th e  J a p s  w e re  
p ic k e d  u p  by o u r  sh ip s , a n d  as  th e  tw o  f o rc e s  s te a m e d  
to w a r d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  th e  e n e m y  h a d  n o  in k lin g  th a t  o u t  
in  th e  s till  b la c k  n ig h t  lo a d e d  A m e r i c a n  g u n s  w e r e  
b e in g  t r a in e d  o n  th e m . W h e n  th e  J a p s  a n d  A m e r ic a n s  o n  
c o ll is io n  c o u r s e s  h a d  c lo s e d  to  w ith in  s e v e ra l  th o u s a n d  
y a r d s  o f  o n e  a n o th e r ,  th e  A m e r i c a n  g u n s  o p e n e d  a t  p o in t -  
b la n k  r a n g e , r a k in g  th e  J a p  f o r m a tio n s .

B u t  th e  c o u r s e s  o f  th e  o p p o s in g  s id es  s o o n  b r o u g h t  
th e  tw o  fo rc e s  to g e th e r  in to  a  c o n f u s e d  ju m b le  w h e re  
in te r m in g le d  f r ie n d  a n d  fo e  d o d g e d  a n d  tw is te d  as  th e y  
p o u n d e d  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  ta c t i c s  o f  th e  b a t t le  d e g e n 
e r a te d  w h e n  e a c h  s id e  lo s t  c o h e s iv e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e ir  
u n its , a n d  in  th e  ta n g le d  r u n n in g  fig h t e a c h  in d iv id u a l  
s h ip  w as f o r  itse lf  as  th e y  w h e e le d  a n d  tu r n e d  in  th e  
c ro w d e d  w a te rs . T h e  r a n g e  b e tw e e n  th e  sh ip s  w as so  
s h o r t  t h a t  th e  b la s t  f ro m  th e  m u z z le s  o f  'h e  g u n s  in  
s o m e  cases  d id  m o r e  d a m a g e  th a n  th e  sh e lls  th e m s e lv e s .

D e s tr o y e r s , w ith  n o  r o o m  to  m a n e u v e r ,  fired  to r p e d o e s  
a t  sh ip s  so  c lo s e  th a t  th e  “ tin  fish ” h a d  n o  c h a n c e  to  b e 
c o m e  a r m e d  a n d  m e re ly  b o u n c e d  off th e  s te e l s id es. 
L a r g e  sh ip s  w e re  s la s h e d  u n m e r c if u l l y  by s m a l le r  sh ip s  
so  c lo s e  a b o a r d  t h a t  th e  h e a v y  g u n s , w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  
b e  d e p re s s e d  s u ffic ie n tly  to  p o u r  sh e lls  in to  th e  s m a ll  
s h ip s ’ h u lls , b le w  o ff th e ir  s u p e r s tr u c tu r e s  in s te a d , in  
th e  is la n d - a n d  r e e f -b o u n d e d  w a te r ,  th e  s h ip s  c h u r n e d  
a n d  th r a s h e d  in  th e  d e a th  s tr u g g le  as  th e y  m a n e u v e r e d  
a t  h ig h  s p e e d . So c lo s e ly  p a c k e d  h a d  th e  w a te r  b e c o m e  
t h a t  J a p  a n d  A m e r i c a n  w a r s h ip s  a t t e m p te d  to  r a m  o n e  
a n o th e r  as  th e y  c ro ss e d  u n d e r  th e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  lig h t o f  
b u r n in g  sh ip s , b la z in g  o il  s p r e a d  o v e r  th e  w a t e r ,  a n d  
th e  fitfu l flash es o f  b ig  g u n s .

G r a d u a l ly  th e  f irin g  d ie d  d o w n  a n d  c e a s e d  as  b o th  
sid es r e t i r e d  to  g a t h e r  w h a t  w as le f t o f  th e ir  s m a s h e d  
fo rc e s . B u t  th e  l ig h t  f ro n t b u r n in g  s h ip s  a n d  w r e c k 
a g e  c o n t in u e d  to  fla re  u p  o c c a s io n a l ly  in  th e  n i g h t ,  r e 
v e a l in g  th e  o ily  b la c k  s u r f a c e  d o t te d  w ith  h u m a n  a n d  
m a te r i a l  c a r g o  s p il le d  o u t  o f  th e  s u n k e n  sh ip s . F r o m  
Ja p - a n d  A m e r ic a n -h e ld  te r r i t o r y  s p e d  s m a l lb o a ts ,  a p 
p r o p r i a te ly  c a l le d  “ m e a t  w a g o n s ,”  to  p ic k  u p  s u r v iv o rs .  
S c h o o ls  o f  s h a rk s , a t t r a c t e d  by th e  b lo o d  o f  w o u n d e d  
a n d  d e a d  s a ilo rs  f lo a tin g  in  th e  m o ra s s  o f  o i l  a n d  w r e c k 
a g e , k n ife d  th r o u g h  th e  s lim y  m ess  to  s la sh  a t  th e  h e lp 
less m e n . G r o u p s  o f  Ja p s  a n d  A m e r i c a n  s a ilo rs  c o n t i n 
u e d  to  fig h t e v e n  a f te r  th e ir  s h ip s  h a d  b e e n  lo s t . W i t h  
k n iv e s  a n d  b a r e  fists th e y  s t r u g g le d  f o r  th e  p o sse ss io n  
o f  life -r a f ts  o r  a n y  b it  o f  w r e c k a g e  th a t  w o u ld  f lo a t o r  
k e e p  th e m  c le a r  o f  s h a rk s . I n  th e  d a r k  o n e  A m e r i c a n  
s a ilo r  s h a r e d  a li fe - ja c k e t  w ith  a m a n  h e  t h o u g h t  w as  a  
s h ip m a te . T h e  l ig h t  o f  d a w n  r e v e a le d  t h a t  h is  c o m 
p a n io n  w as a J a p , a n d  a  s t r u g g le  f o r  th e  l i f e - ja c k e t  b e 
g a n . W i t h  a k n if e  th e  J a p  h a c k e d  a t  th e  A m e r i c a n ’s 
a r m  th a t  h e ld  th e  ja c k e t  a n d  c u t  i t  off. B u t  th e  A m e r i 
c a n ’s o t h e r  a r m  h e ld  th e  J a p ’s h e a d  u n d e r  w a te r  u n ti l  
h e  d r o w n e d , le a v in g  o u r  s a i lo r  in  p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  p r iz e .

O n e  o f  th e  tw o  J a p  b a t t le s h ip s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  
e n g a g e m e n t  a g a in s t  o u r  c ru is e rs  a n d  d e s tr o y e rs  w a s  so  
b a d ly  d a m a g e d  th a t  th e  s p e e d  o f  th r e e  o r  f o u r  k n o ts  
sh e  w as c a p a b le  o f  m a k in g  w o u ld  n o t  e n a b le  h e r  to  c le a r  
th e  a r e a  a n d  h e a d  f o r  s a fe ty . T h e  m o r n in g  w o u ld  b r in g  
o u r  s w a rm s  o f  d iv e  b o m b e rs  a n d  t o r p e d o  p la n e s  o u t  to  
se n d  h e r  to  th e  b o t to m . R e a l iz i n g  th is , th e  J a p s  e d g e d  
c lo s e  to  G u a d a lc a n a l  a n d  b e g a n  to  u n lo a d  a ll  h e r  a m 
m u n i t io n  a g a in s t  H e n d e r s o n  F i e ld .  B a c k  a n d  f o r t h  f o r  
h o u r s  th e  s te a d y  b a r r a g e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  sh e lls  c r e p t ,  c o v 
e r in g  n e a r ly  e v e r y  y a r d  o f  th e  fie ld , b la s t in g  m a c h in e  
s h o p s , p la n e  r e v e tm e n ts ,  h a n g a r s ,  g u n -e m p la c e m e n ts ,  a n d  
M a r in e -h e ld  t r e n c h e s  a n d  f o x h o le s .  A s th e  e a r th -s h a k in g

s a lv o s  w a lk e d  th e  le n g th  a n d  b r e a d t h  o f  th e  fie ld , th o s e  
n o t  h i t  w e r e  d a z e d . T h e  m e n  c o u ld  fee l th e m s e lv e s  g o 
in g  m a d  as  th e  s h a t t e r i n g  e x p lo s io n s  r ip p e d  a n d  to r e  a t  
th e m . T h e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r ld  s e e m e d  n e a r .

D a w n  o f  a g r a y  d a y  r e v e a le d  th e  c a r n a g e  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  w r o u g h t  o n  la n d  a n d  o n  th e  sea . O ff S a v o  I s la n d  
th e  J a p s  h a d  b e e n  s to p p e d , b u t  a t  a  te r r i f i c  p r ic e .  A m id  
f lo a tin g  d e b r is  a n d  th e  sm e ll o f  g u n p o w d e r , o i l  a n d  
s m o k e , th e  Atlanta d r i f te d ,  h e r  to p s id e s  b e a te n  to  w r e c k 
a g e . F o u r  o f  o u r  d e s tr o y e r s ,  th e  Cushing, Lafjey, barton 
a n d  Monssen h a d  s u n k  d u r i n g  th e  n ig h t .  T h e  c ru is e rs  
San Francisco, Portland a n d  Juneau h a d  b e e n  b a d ly  
d a m a g e d ,  w ith  h ig h  lo ss o f  life . T h e  d e s tr o y e rs  Aaron 
Ward a n d  Starrett w e r e  b a r e ly  a f lo a t . T h e  c r u is e r  
Helena a n d  d e s tr o y e r  O’Rannon, b o th  lig h t ly  d a m a g e d  
a n d  th e  d e s tr o y e r  Fletcher, w h ic h  w as u n to u c h e d ,  h a d  
f a re d  b e t te r  th a n  th e  r e s t  o f  o u r  b r o k e n  f o rc e .

O n e  o f  o u r  c r u is e r s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  u n a b le  to  g e t  s te a m  
u p  a f te r  r e c e iv in g  m a n y  h its  d u r i n g  th e  n ig h t  m a n a g e d  
w ith  th e  c o m in g  o f  d a w n  to  g e t  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  s in k  a  
d a m a g e d  J a p a n e s e  c r u is e r  t h a t  w a s  d e a d  in  th e  w a te r  
c lo s e  b y . S c o re s  o f  o u r  s m a l lb o a ts  b e g a n  to  b r in g  in  
h u n d r e d s  o f  b a d ly  b u r n e d  o i l -c o v e r e d  A m e r i c a n  s a ilo rs  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  d r i f t in g  in  th e  w a te r  m o s t  o f  th e  n ig h t .  
I n  s p ite  o f  th e i r  h a r r o w in g  o r d e a l  th e ir  s p ir i t  w a s  s til l  
g o o d , a n d  w h e n  a sk e d  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  th e  
n ig h t ,  th e y  la u g h e d  a n d  r e p l ie d :

“ D a m n  it, y o u  c a n ’ t f ig h t b a t t le s h ip s  w ith  c ru is e rs  a n d  
d e s t r o y e r s !” A n d  y e t  o u r  f o r c e  h a d  d o n e  ju st th a t ,  a n d  
th e  e n e m y  sh ip s  s u n k  a n d  d a m a g e d  g a v e  p r o o f  th a t  
o u r  sh ip s  h a d  w o n  a g r e a t  v i c to r y . T w o  J a p a n e s e  h e a v y  
c r u is e r s ,  o n e  l ig h t  c r u is e r ,  a n d  five d e s tr o y e rs  h a d  b e e n  
su n k . T w o  l i g h t  c r u is e r s  a n d  th r e e  d e s tr o y e rs  h a d  b e e n  
d a m a g e d . B o th  J a p  b a t t le s h ip s  o p p o s in g  o u r  l ig h te r  
f o rc e s  h a d  b e e n  b a d ly  b a t te r e d ,  a n d  o n e  w a s  a t t e m p t in g  
to  s te a m  a w a y  a f te r  b o m b a r d in g  G u a d a lc a n a l  f o r  h o u r s .

I  za ter  in  t h e  m o r n in g  th e  Atlanta s a n k ; th e  Juneau 
w i th  h e r  f o r e c a s t le  a w a s h , w a s  h i t  w ith  o n e  o r  tw o  t o r 
p e d o e s  fired  by a J a p  s u b m a r in e  as  s h e  t r ie d  to  r e t i r e .  
F la m e s  a n d  b i l lo w in g  c lo u d s  o f  b la c k  s m o k e  s w ir le d  
a r o u n d  th e  Juneau, a n d  w h e n  th is  w a s  b lo w n  a w a y  by  
th e  w in d , n o th i n g  r e m a in e d  o f  th e  s h ip  e x c e p t  a  s c o re  
o f  s u r v iv o rs  b o b b in g  in  th e  w a te r .  T h e  s h ip  h a d  s im p ly  
d i s i n te g r a t e d .  M e n  o n  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  s h ip s  t h a t  m a d e  
u p  th e  r e m n a n ts  of o u r  f le e t b r o k e  in to  te a r s  as  th e y  
w a tc h e d  th e  g a l l a n t  s h ip  d ie . O n e  s a ilo r  o n  th e  San 
Francisco d r o p p e d  d e a d  as  h e  g a z e d  in  h o r r o r  a t  th e  fa te  
o f  th e  s m a ll  c r u is e r .

O n  H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld  th e  d a w n  r e v e a le d  a s h a m b le s .  
S c a r c e ly  a n y th i n g  s e r v ic e a b le  r e m a in e d  a f te r  th e  d e v a s ta t 
in g  b o m b a r d m e n t  by th e  f o u r te e n - in c h  g u n s  o f  th e  m o r 
ta l ly  w o u n d e d  e n e m y  b a t t le s h ip .  T h e  M a r in e s ’ lo w e st  
p o in t  in  th e  e n t i r e  b lo o d y  c a m p a ig n  h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d .  
E v e r y th i n g  th e y  h a d  f o u g h t  a n d  d ie d  f o r  o n  th e  m is e r 
a b le  is la n d  s e e m e d  s m a s h e d . T h e  f la m e  o f  th e ir  w ill to  
c o n t in u e  th e  fig h t s p u t te r e d  a n d  th r e a t e n e d  t o  b u r n  o u t .  
B u t  s o m e h o w  t h a t  s m a ll  f la m e  k e p t  b u r n in g :  a n d  s o o n ,  
f a n n e d  b y  th e  le a d e rs  w h o  f u r n is h e d  th e  h a r d  b a c k b o n e  
o f  th e  c o r p s , it g re w  a n d  b u r n e d  b r i g h t e r  th a n  e v e r . A ll  
h a n d s  n o t  in  th e  f ig h tin g  lin e s  w e r e  p re s se d  in to  s e rv ic e  
to  g e t  r e a d y  th e  w r e c k e d  a ir f ie ld . M e c h a n ic s  w o rk e d  o v e r  
th e  few  u n to u c h e d  p la n e s  a n d  s a lv a g e d  w h a t  p a r ts  th e y  
c o u ld  f ro m  th e  w r e c k e d  o n e s . G a n g s  o f  m e n  s w a r m e d  
o v e r  th e  r u n w a y s  to  fill th e  g r e a t  c r a t e r s  d u g  b y  th e  
h e a v y  J a p  sh e lls . N e w s  o f  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  c a r r ie r  
Enterprise’s p la n e s  w h ip p e d  th e i r  e ffo rts  in to  a  fre n z y  to  
h a v e  th e  field  r e a d y  in  t im e  to  r e c e iv e  th e m .

S te a m in g  to w a r d  G u a d a lc a n a l  f r o m  th e  s o u th  w e r e  th e  
la s t  sh ip s  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  N a v y  c o u ld  th r o w  in to  th e  
s h o w d o w n  b a t t le  f o r  th e  is la n d . T h e r e  w e re  n o  m o r e  
r e s e r v e s . O u r  fin a l s u cce ss  o r  f a i lu r e  d e p e n d e d  o n  th i*  
c o m p a r a t iv e l y  s m a ll  f o r c e  r u s h in g  a t  h ig h  s p e e d  to  r e a c h  
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G u a d a lc a n a l  b e f o r e  th e  J a p s  in  th e i r  t h i r d  a n d  la s t  try  
c o u ld  o v e r w h e lm  o u r  d e fe n s e s . E v e n  th is  f o r c e  w a s  r e 
d u c e d  w h e n  th e  c a r r i e r  Enterprise, o u r  o n ly  r e m a in in g  
firs t-lin e  c a r r i e r  in  th e  S o u th  P a c if ic , w as  o r d e r e d  by H a l 
sey to  fly h e r  p la n e s  in to  th e  a ir f ie ld  a n d  r e t i r e  to  sa fe ty  
u n d e r  th e  e s c o r t  o f  tw o  c ru is e rs . T h e  d a m a g e d  Enter
prise w as n o t  to  b e  r is k e d  in  th e  c u lm in a t in g  b a t t le  th a t  
w as to  b e  f o u g h t  o n  th e  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  h e r  p la n e s  w e re  
flo w n  to  o u r  u n s in k a b le  c a r r i e r —G u a d a lc a n a l .

W h e n  th e  w e lc o m e  N a v y  p la n e s  d r o p p e d  d o w n  o n  
H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld , l i t t l e  t im e  w a s  a llo w e d  th e m  fo r r e s t . 
N o t  f a r  o i l  th e  d a m a g e d  J a p  b a t t le s h ip  w ith  tw o  d e s tr o y 
e rs  h o v e r in g  n e a r  i t  w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  to  s n e a k  a w a y . E n e 
m y  b o m b e rs  a n d  f ig h te rs  c o n t in u e d  to  h i t  H e n d e r s o n  
F ie ld  in  th e  a t t e m p t  to  r e n d e r  it  im p o te n t .  T h e  sk ies  
a b o v e  v ib r a te d  to  th e  d r o n e  o f  a i r p l a n e  e n g in e s , r a t t l e  
o l m a c h in e -g u n  fire , a n d  th e  lo u d  w h in e  a n d  s c r e a m  o f  
p la n e s  lo c k e d  in  b a t t le .

Jo in in g  a n d  r e in f o r c i n g  th e  p la n e s  le f t in ta c t  o n  th e  
a ir f ie ld , th e  Enterprise p la n e s  h a s ti ly  r e f u e le d  a n d  
b o m b e d  u p . W h i l e  s o m e  Hew f a r  o u t  to  sea  to  h a r a s s  
th e  r e t r e a t i n g  fo e , th e  re s t  o f  th e  p la n e s  r o a r e d  to  a t 
ta c k  th e  b a t t le s h ip  a t t e m p t in g  to  e s c a p e . A ll  d a y  w a v e  
a f te r  w a v e  o f  o u r  p la n e s  p l u m m e t e d  o u t  o f  th e  sky, o r  
s w e p t a lo n g  c lo s e  to  th e  s u r f a c e  to  d iv e -b o m b  o r  to r p e d o  
th e  s lo w -m o v in g  ta r g e t .  W h e n  o u r  p la n e s  r e t u r n e d ,  th e y  
g a sse d , r e a r m e d , a n d  h e a d e d  o u t  to  s tr ik e  o n c e  m o r e . A s  
b o m b s  c r a s h e d  d o w n  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  o n  th e  s h a t te r e d  
sh ip , th e  s u p e r s t r u c tu r e  a n d  d e c k s  c r u m p le d  to  a  m a ss  
o f  tw is te d  b u r n in g  w r e c k a g e . C lo u d s  o f  s m o k e  e r u p te d  
f ro m  th e  w r in k le d  s id es , a n d  d e c k s  tu r n e d  c h e r r y  r e d  f ro m  
th e  h e a t  o f  m a n y  fires. B u t  by s o m e  m ir a c le  sh e  re 
m a in e d  a H o a t, a n d  e v e n  m a n a g e d  to  m a k e  a  few  k n o ts  as  
sh e  f o rg e d  a h e a d  slo w ly  u n d e r  th e  c r u s h in g  a i r  a t ta c k s  
th a t  c o n t in u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  d a y . O u r  a i r m e n  g re w  
d e s p e r a te  as  th e  a f te r n o o n  w o r e  o n . In  s p ite  o f  th e  h a v o c  
w r o u g h t  o n  th e  s h ip  th e y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  s in k  h e r .

T h e  te n a c io u s  a n d  f a n a t i c  J a p  c r e w  o f  th e  b a t te r e d  
s h ip  f o u g h t  h e r  w ith  s u ic id a l  v a l o r  as  s h e  w a s  r ip p e d  to  
p ie c e s  by e ig h t  to r p e d o e s , s ix te e n  o n e - th o u s a n d -p o u n d  
b o m b s  a n d  c o u n tle s s  f iv e -h u n d r e d -p o u n d  h its . A n d  a t  
la s t th e  J a p  b a t t le s h ip , w ith  h e r  r u p t u r e d  d e c k s  a w a s h ,  
s h o o k  in h e r  d e a th  th ro e s , r o l le d  o v e r  a n d  s a n k .

W h i le  o u r  a i r m e n  w e r e  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  th e  e n e m y  s h ip ,  
f a r -r a n g in g  p a t r o l  p la n e s  b r o u g h t  b a c k  r e p o r ts  o f  h a v in g  
seen  th e  s e c o n d  o f  th e  tw o  la r g e  fleets th a t  h a d  b e e n  a s 
s ig n e d  th e  jo b  o l ta k in g  G u a d a lc a n a l .  T h e  J a p s ’ first 
flee t h a d  fo u g h t  to  th e  d e a t h  w ith  o u r  c r u is e r s ;  a n d  n o w , 
th in k in g  t h a t  o u r  N a v y  w as b r o k e n  a n d  th e  w ay  c le a r ,  
a  h o r d e  o f  J a p  w a rs h ip s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t s  w e r e  s w e e p in g  
d o w n  to  in v a d e  a n d  r e c o n q u e r  G u a d a lc a n a l .  A s  th e  
r a d io  m e ssa g e s  p o u r e d  in  f ro m  th e  d is t a n t  p la n e s  w h ic h  
h a d  m a d e  c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  J a p s ,  th e  a p p a r e n t  size  o f  th e ir  
lo in  g r o u p s  of sh ip s  w a s  s tu n n in g , t  h e  first g r o u p  o f  
J a p ,  c o m p r is e d  tw e n ty -fo u r  t r a n s p o r t s  w ith  e s c o r ts . C lo s e  
by th e  s e c o n d  a n ti th ir d  g r o u p s  w e re  m a d e  u p  o f  tw o  
b a t t le s h ip s , o n e  l ig h t  c r u is e r ,  e le v e n  d e s tr o y e r s ,  a n d  tw e lv e  
t r a n s p o r ts  w ith  d e s tr o y e rs . T h e  f o u r th  g r o u p  in c lu d e d  
th r e e  l ig h t c r u is e r s  a n d  tw e lv e  d e s tr o y e rs . F r o m  th e  e s ti
m a te d  c o u r s e  o l  s p e e d  o f  th e  J a p  fo rc e s , it  w as o b v io u s  
t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  a r r iv e  w ith in  r a n g e  o f  o u r  p la n e s  o n  th e  
field  d u r i n g  th e  f o r e n o o n  o f  th e  n e x t  d a y . N a v y  C a ta -  
l in a s , tw in  e n g in e  s e a p la n e s , p r e p a r e d  to  ta k e  off w ith  
to r p e d o e s  to  h a r r y  th e  e n e m y  sh as.

“Black Cats with fish headea up the slot,” c a m e  th e  
d is p a tc h e s  o v e r  th e  r a d io  w h e n  th e  C a ta l i n a s ,  p a in te d  
b la ck  f o r  n ig h t-f ly in g , to o k  o lf  w i th  to r p e d o e s , a n d  
w in g e d  b e tw e e n  th e  N o r t h e r n  S o lo m o n  Is la n d s  to  m e e t  
th e  J a p s .  S e v e ra l  h i ts  a g a in s t  th e  e n e m y  w e r e  s c o re d , b u t  
in  th e  d a r k n e s s  th e  re s u lts  c o u ld  n o t  b e  a s c e r ta in e d .

I n  th e  s a m e  b la c k  n ig h t  th e  s te a d y  h u m  a n d  v i b r a t io n  
o f  th e  Washington’s m a ss iv e  e n g in e s  p ic k e d  u p  a  n e w  
n o te  as w e  in c r e a s e d  s p e e d . I n  th e  w a r d r o o m  g r o u p s  o f

officers  g a t h e r e d  to  ta lk  q u ie t ly  o r  lis te n  to  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic  
p la y e d  o n  r e c o r d s  by th e  v i c t r o l a .  A  s o le m n i ty  in d u c e d  
by th o u g h ts  o f  th e  im p e n d in g  b a t t le  p e r v a d e d  th e  a t 
m o s p h e r e . In  th e  d a r k e n e d  p a s s a g e w a y s  a n d  c o m p a r t 
m e n ts  a r o u n d  th e  s h ip  s m a ll  g a th e r in g s  o f  th e  s a ilo rs  d is 
cu s s e d  e x c i te d ly  th e  b a t t le s  off G u a d a lc a n a l  d u r i n g  th e  
p r e c e d in g  n ig h t  a n d  d a y . N o t  a ll  h a d  h e a r d  y e t o f  th e  
n e w  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  J a p  sh ip s  c o m in g  d o w n , b u t  th e y  
c o u ld  te ll  by th e  s h ip ’s s p e e d  th a t  th ey  w e re  o n  th e ir  w ay  
to  m e e t  s o m e th in g .

W h e n  th e  d a w n  b r o k e , it  r e v e a le d  a h a z y  d a y  to  b o th  
officers  a n d  c re w  as th e y  s to o d  a t  b a t t le  s ta t io n s  s e a r c h in g  
th e  sky f o r  th e  s ig h t  o f  J a p a n e s e  p la n e s . W e  w e re  ju st  
off th e  n o r th w e s te r n  t ip  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l .  O n  o u r  r a d a r s  
w e c o u ld  p ic k  u p  th e  flig h ts  o l b o th  o u r  o w n  a n d  e n e m y  
p la n e s  as  th e y  s w a r m e d  o v e r  th e  is la n d s  in  c o m b a t .  T h e  
g r o u p  o f  J a p a n e s e  t r a n s p o r t s ,  a l t e r  h a v in g  b e e n  h it  by  
B la c k  C a ts  d u r i n g  th e  n ig h t ,  h a d  b e e n  u n c h e c k e d , a n d  
th e y  n o w  h a d  s te a m e d  to  w ith in  r a n g e  o f  o u r  d iv e  a n d  
t o r p e d o  b o m b e rs  b a se d  o n  H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld . W h i le  o u r  
p la n e s  flew  o u t  to  m e e t  th e  o n r u s h in g  J a p  s h ip s , e n e m y  
p la n e s  fly in g  f r o m  s tr ip s  f a r th e r  n o r t h  in th e  S o lo m o n s  
w e r e  tr y in g  d e s p e r a te ly  to  p r e v e n t  o u r  m e rc ile s s  a ir  a t 
ta c k s  o n  th e ir  t r o o p  t r a n s p o r ts .  B u t th e  J a p s ,  w h o  by 
a ll  r ig h ts  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  sw e e p  th e  sk ies c le a r  
o f  o u r  p la n e s  b e c a u s e  o l  n u m e r ic a l  s u p e r io r i ty ,  c o u ld  
n o t  s to p  o u r  d e te r m in e d  a t t a c k s  th a t  w e n t o n  th r o u g h  
th e  d a y . T h e  t r a n s p o r t s ,  filled  w i th  th e  E m p e r o r ’s s o l
d ie rs  w h o  w e re  c o m in g  to  a n n ih i la te  o u t t r o o p s  o n c e  th e y  
la n d e d  a t  G u a d a lc a n a l ,  to o k  a te r r i b le  p o u n d in g .

D u r i n g  th e  a f te r n o o n  th e  Washington task  lo r c e  w ith  
A d m ir a l  L e e  in  c o m m a n d  lo i te r e d  a t  th e  w e s te r n  t ip  o f  
th e  is la n d . J a p  p la n e s , w h ic h  w e re  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  
a i r  f ig h tin g  o v e r  G u a d a lc a n a l ,  ig n o r e d  us. O n ly  n in e ty  
m ile s  a w a y  la y  a  J a p  c a r r i e r ,  b u t it  to o  w as  in v o lv e d  in  
th e  p la n e  b a t t le s  a n d  le f t  us a lo n e .  H a d  th e  Ja p s  h it  
u s w ith  p la n e s  a n d  c r i p p l e d  o u r  f o r c e ,  th e  w h o le  c o u r s e  
o f  th e  w a r  in  th e  P a c if ic  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d .  A l 
th o u g h  J a p  s n o o p e r  p la n e s  a n d  f o r m a t i o n s  saw  us, th e y  
r e p o r te d  to  th e ir  w a r s h ip s , a n d  w e  w e r e  id e n ti f ie d  as  o n e  
b a t t le s h ip , o n e  h e a v y  c r u is e r ,  a n d  f o u r  d e s tr o y e rs . T h e  
s m a ll  t id y  s u p e r s t r u c tu r e  a n d  th e  s m o o th  lin e s  o f  th e  
Washington h a d  m a d e  th e m  b e lie v e  u s to  b e  th e  c r u is e r .

t<VENiNC s l o w l y  d a r k e n e d  th e  sky a n d  w h e n  n ig h t  
c lo s e d  in  a b o u t  us e v e r y o n e  h e a v e d  a  s ig h  o f  r e l ie f .  T h e  
lu c k  o f  th e  Washington h a d  h e ld  u p , a n d  a l th o u g h  w e  
w e r e  p la in ly  e x p o s e d , th e  J a p s  h a d  m is se d  th e i r  c h a n c e  
to  d a m a g e  o r  s in k  u s. O u r  fo rc e  w ith  th e  e x c e p t i o n  o l  
th e  South Dakota, w h ic h  h a d  o n e  t u r r e t  o u t  o f  c o m m is 
s io n , w a s  i n t a c t  a n d  r e a d y  to  s ta r t  o n  its  n ig h t  v e n tu r e .  
A t tw e n ty -s e v e n  k n o ts  th e  f o r c e  h e a d e d  f o r  th e  p a s s a g e  
b e tw e e n  R u s s e ll  I s la n d  a n d  th e  w e s te r n  t ip  o f  G u a d a l 
c a n a l .

A l t h o u g h  o u r  a i r m e n  h a d  d e a l t  a  h e a v y  b o d y  b lo w  to  
th e  J a p s ,  th e y  h a d  n o t  s to p p e d  th e  e n e m y . U n d e r  th e  
c o v e r  o f  n ig h t ,  th e  in v a s io n  flee t w i th  a p r o t e c t i n g  flo tilla  
o f  w a rs h ip s  h e a d e d  in  to w a r d  S a v o  I s la n d . T h i s  w as to  be  
n o  m e r e  b a t t le  b e tw e e n  ta sk  fo rc e s . T h i s  w as  to  b e  th e  
fin a l c l i m a c t i c  b a t t le  in  w h ic h  th e  J a p s  p la n n e d  to  w ip e  
o u t  o u r  flee t a n d  th r o w  th e ir  t r o o p s  a s h o r e . I t is r ig h tly  
n a m e d  th e  “ B a t t l e  f o r  G u a d a l c a n a l .”

T h e  J a p  f o r c e  c o n t a in e d  in  a ll  o n e , p r o b a b ly ,  t)v o  b a t 
tle sh ip s , th r e e  h e a v y  c r u is e r s ,  th r e e  l ig h t  c r u is e r s ,  o v e r  
e ig h t  d e s tr o y e r s  a n d  a n  u n d e t e r m in e d  n u m b e r  o f  t r a n s 
p o r t s  th a t  w e r e  b e l ie v e d  to  b e  c a r r y in g  tw e n ty  th o u s a n d  
J a p  t r o o p s  w ith  e q u ip m e n t .  A s  f a r  as  th e  Ja p s  k n e w , th e  
o n ly  A m e r i c a n  f o r c e  to  o p p o s e  th e m  w as o u r s —w h o se  
s t r e n g th  th e y  h a d  u n d e r e s t im a te d .

O n  G u a d a lc a n a l  o u r  tr o o p s  w e re  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  a n y  
ta sk  f o r c e  w a s  o n  th e  w a y  to  b r e a k  u p  th e  fin al J a p  n a v a l  
a s s a u lt . T o  th e  g r im -f a c e d  s o ld ie r s  a n d  M a r in e s  th e  s i t 
u a t i o n  s e e m e d  d e s p e r a te  as  th e  tr o o p s  w e r e  r e a l ig n e d  to



m e e t  th e  e x p e c te d  J a p  m a ss  la n d in g s  t h a t  w o u ld  r o l l  in  
f r o m  th e  se a . M a c h in e -g u n  p o s i t io n s  w e r e  s e t  u p  o n  th e  
b e a c h e s . C o o k s , t r u c k -d r iv e r s ,  M P 's ,  a l l  to o k  th e i r  p la c e s  
a lo n g  th e  h a s ti ly  c o n s t r u c te d  s h o r e  d e f e n s e s ; th e i r  o r d e r s  
w e r e  to  ‘‘h o ld  a t  a l l  c o s t .”

A t  th e  p o r t  d i r e c t o r ’s office  o n  th e  is la n d  th e  s k ip p e rs  
o f  th e  P .T .  b o a ts  b a s e d  th e r e  w e r e  to ld  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n .

" W e  m a y  h a v e  a  b a t t le s h i p  ta s k  f o r c e ,  A d m ir a l  L e e ’s 
o u tf i t ,  c o m in g  u p  h e r e  to  m e e t  th e  J a n s ,  b u t  w e ’r e  n o t  
s u r e . E v e n  if  th e y  d o  c o m e , th e y  p r o b a b ly  w o n ’t  g e t  
h e r e  in  t im e . Y o u  fe llo w s  a r e  th e  o n ly  N a v y  w e  h a v e  
h e r e  n o w . W e  w a n t  y o u  to  s if t  th r o u g h  th e  d e s tr o y e rs  
a n d  c ru is e rs  a n d  g e t  th e  t r a n s p o r t s .”  D e s p i te  w h a t  se e m e d  
lik e  a  s u ic id a l  m is s io n , th e  th r e e  a v a i la b le  P . T .  b o a ts  g o t  
u n d e r  w a y  a n d  p r e p a r e d  to  s to p  w h a t  th e y  c o u ld  o f  th e  
J a p  in v a s io n  fleet.

In  th e  Washington’s c o m m u n ic a t i o n - r o o m  th e  r a d io  
r e c e iv e rs  c l ic k e d . I t  w a s  a  m e ss a g e  f r o m  H a ls e y  a n d  c o n 
ta i n e d  o n ly  t h r e e - b lu n t  w o rd s —a ll  t h a t  w a s  n e e d e d :  
“Strike! Strike! Strike!”

S c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  th e  s h ip ’s to p s id e s , o u r  r a d a r  o p e r a 
to rs  a n d  lo o k o u ts  w e r e  o n  th e  a l e r t  s t r a in i n g  to  p ic k  u p  
th e  first c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  e n e m y  as w e  n e a r e d  R u s s e ll  
I s la n d . I n  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r  w e  s a t  in  c o m p le t e  d a r k 
n ess s a v e  f o r  th e  e e r ie  l ig h t  o f  th e  lu m in o u s  d ia ls  o n  th e  
in s t r u m e n ts .  T h e  d a y  h a d  b e e n  h o t :  th e  w a r m t h  in  th e  
s te e l  b u lk h e a d s  m a d e  u s s w e a t: a n d  th e  a i r  g re w  fo u l  
w ith  th e  s m e ll o f  b o d ie s , f o r  l i t t l e  f re s h  a i r  d r i f te d  in  
f ro m  th e  s m a ll  p o r ts .  T h e  m e n  c ro w d e d  in to  th e  s m a ll  
s p a c e  s a t  a r o u n d  s i le n tly  a n d  n e r v o u s ly  a t  firs t a f te r  th e y  
h a d  g o n e  to  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s .  B u t  as  th e  s h ip  p lo w e d  
o n , th e  m e n  b e g a n  to  r e l a x  a n d  to  ta lk  a n d  jo k e . T h e r e  
b e g a n  to  b e  m o r e  th a n  th e  u s u a l k id d in g , a n d  th e  la u g h 
te r  c a m e  e a s ie r —d u e  p r o b a b ly  to  th e  te r r i f i c  e x c i t e m e n t  
e a c h  m a n  f e l t  b u t  d id  n o t  w a n t  to  sh o w .

“We are now passing just east of Russell Island!” c a m e  
th e  r e p o r t  o v e r  th e  p h o n e s . T h e  m e n  in  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  
to w e r  ju m p e d  u p  a n d  s ta r e d  th r o u g h  th e  p o r ts  a t  th e  
is la n d , w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  n o  m o r e  in te r e s t in g  th a n  a h e a v y  
d a r k  lin e  a g a in s t  th e  l i g h t e r  h o r iz o n .

" B e t c h a  w e d o n ’t  see  a n y  J a p s  t i l l  a f te r  m id n ig h t ,”  sa id  
o n e  o f  th e  s e a m e n , b r e a k i n g  th e  s ile n c e .

" I ’ll ta k e  t h a t ,”  w a s  th e  q u ic k  r e p ly  in  th e  d a r k . H e a t e d  
a r g u m e n ts  o v e r  th e  t im e  o f  o u r  e x p e c te d  c la s h  w ith  th e  
J a p s  b r o k e  o u t ,  a n d  b e ts  w e r e  m a d e . B u t  w h e n  t h a t  
s u b je c t  w as  e x h a u s te d ,  th e  m e n  q u ie te d  d o w n  a n d  w e n t  
b a c k  to  s i t t in g —a n d  th in k in g .

“Fires on the horizon bearing 340°,” c a m e  o v e r  th e  
p h o n e s . A ll  h a n d s  r o s e  q u ic k ly  a n d  to o k  s ta t io n s  a l 
th o u g h  n o  c o m m a n d  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n . T h e  d i r e c t o r  in  
th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r  w a s  t r a in e d  q u ic k ly  to  th e  b e a r in g ,  
a n d  w e s e a r c h e d  th e  a r e a .  N o th i n g  a p p e a r e d  o n  th e  th in  
l in e  itse lf  t h a t  s e p a r a te d  th e  a lm o s t  b la c k  w a t e r  f ro m  
d a r k  g r a y  sky. B u t  m ile s  b e y o n d  th a t ,  a  f l ic k e r in g  lig h t  
t in g e d  th e  d a r k  g r a y  o f  th e  sky w ith  r e d .

“ P r o b a b ly  a  J a p  t r a n s p o r t  b u r n in g  o u t  t h e r e ,”  e x 
p la in e d  th e  G u n n e r y  O fficer , lo o k in g  th r o u g h  h is  b i n 
o c u la r s  o u t  th e  p o r t .  T h e  m e n  lo o k e d  a t  o n e  a n o th e r .  
" O u r  p la n e s  h i t  q u i te  a  few  o f  th e m  th is  a f t e r n o o n ,” th e  
g u n  b o ss w e n t  o n . E a g e r l y  th e  m e n  tu r n e d  to  q u e s tio n  
C o m m a n d e r  W a ls h  a b o u t  th e  d a y ’s a i r  a t t a c k  o n  th e  
J a p s .  T h e y  h a d  h e a r d  th e  n ew s b u t  n o t  th e  d e ta ils .  
W h i le  th e  C o m m a n d e r  ta lk e d , th e  m e n  f o r g o t  a b o u t  th e  
fires a n d  s e tt le d  b a c k  in to  th e ir  f o r m e r  p o s itio n s .

M o r e  fires w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  a n d  th e  m e n  g o t  u p  to  lo o k  
th r o u g h  th e  o p t ic s  o r  th e  p o r th o le s .  S o o n  th e  w h o le  
h o r iz o n  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  f lic k e r in g . W e  s e e m e d  to  b e  
le a v in g  o u r  w o r ld  a n d  e n t e r i n g  o n e  s t r a n g e  to  a l l  o f  
u s, as  th e  w e ir d  l ig h ts  d a n c e d  a n d  q u iv e r e d  f a n ta s t i c a l ly  
a r o u n d  th e  s h ip . I t  w a s  th e  r i g h t  s e t t in g  f o r  th e  h e ll  
t h a t  w as  to  c o m e .

" T h e  f o r m a t i o n  is b e in g  c h a n g e d . W e ’r e  f o r m in g  u p  
i n to  a  c o lu m n ,” c a m e  L i e u t e n a n t  S e e le y ’s v o ic e  o v e r  m y

p h o n e s . I  a c k n o w le d g e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  to  th e  C o m 
m a n d e r .  W e  w a t c h e d  th e  f o u r  d e s tr o y e r s  w h ic h  h a d  
b e e n  in  a  d i a m o n d -s h a p e  d is p o s i t io n  a r o u n d  th e  Wash
ington a n d  South Dakota b r e a k  u p , a n d  w i th  e x t r a  sp e e d  
f o r g e  a h e a d  s lo w ly  to  f o r m  a  c o lu m n  a h e a d . T h e  w h o le  
f o r m a t i o n  n o w  w a s  in  o n e  lo n g  lin e . T h e  d e s tr o y e rs  
Walke, Benham, Preston a n d  Gw in w e r e  le a d in g , f o l
lo w e d  b y  th e  f la g s h ip  Washington, w i th  th e  South Da
kota b r in g in g  u p  th e  r e a r .  I g l a n c e d  a t  m y  w a t c h —n in e  
th ir ty -f iv e . T h e  s h ip  t h r o b b e d  a n d  th r u m m e d  a s  w e  sp e d  
o n  th r o u g h  th e  w e ird ly  c o lo r e d  n ig h t .

^Stations!” T h is  w o r d  o v e r  th e  p h o n e s  s e n t e v e r y b o d y  
s c r a m b lin g  in  a  m a d  r u s h  to  g e t  t o  th e i r  b a t t le  s ta t io n s .  
M a y b e  w e h a d  c o m e  u p o n  th e  Ja p s .

“Contact bearing 033°, range txuenty-five thousand 
yards,” w a s  f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  s u p p lie d  o v e r  th e  p h o n e s .  
W e  s e a r c h e d  o n  th e  b e a r in g  o p t i c a l l y  b u t  c o u ld  see  n o th 
in g . A l t h o u g h  th e r e  w a s  n o  p h y s ic a l  e f fo r t  in v o lv e d  in  
o u r  jo b s , e v e r y o n e  w a s  s h o r t  o f  w in d  a n d  b r e a th in g  h e a v i
ly . A g l a n c e  a r o u n d  th e  s m a ll  s p a c e  r e v e a le d  w o r r ie d  
a n x i o u s  fa ce s  h a l f  l ig h te d  b y  th e  g r e e n is h  lu m in o u s  l ig h t  
o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  d ia ls .

“The contact is land,” c a m e  o v e r  th e  p h o n e s . E v e r y 
o n e  lo o k e d  a t  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  th e n , w h e n  th e  w o rd  “ A t  
e a s e ,”  w a s  g iv e n , th e y  le f t  th e i r  s ta t io n s  a n d  c o lla p s e d  
in  th e  p la c e s  th e y  h a d  o c c u p ie d  b e f o r e  b e in g  a r o u s e d .  
T h e  s h ip  c h a n g e d  c o u r s e  to  0 9 0 °  a n d  h e a d e d  e a s t  a n d  
to  th e  le f t  o f  S a v o  I s la n d , a  s m a ll  c i r c u la r -s h a p e d  b i t  o f  
la n d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n a r r o w  b o d y  o f  w a te r  t h a t  d i
v id e d  G u a d a lc a n a l  a n d  F l o r i d a  I s la n d  to  th e  n o r t h .  T h e  
t im e  w as a  l i t t le  a f te r  te n  o ’c lo c k .

A  h a l f - h o u r  p a s s e d , a n d  a s id e  f r o m  a  few  fa lse  c o n ta c ts  
t h a t  b r o u g h t  us to  s ta t io n s , th e  t im e  w as s p e n t  in  id le  
ta lk , w ith  a  few  f a c e t io u s  r e m a r k s  b y  th e  m e n  s p a r k in g  
th e  o th e r w is e  d r a b  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  W h e n  th e  v i b r a t io n  o f  
th e  s h ip  s u d d e n ly  b e g a n  to  s la c k  o ff, i t  b r o u g h t  s ta r t le d  
lo o k s . W e  h a d  r e d u c e d  s p e e d  to  tw e n ty -f o u r  k n o ts .  
S a v o  I s la n d  w a s  o n  o u r  s ta r b o a r d  b e a m  a n d  e le v e n  m ile s  
a w a y . T h e  fires  o v e r  th e  h o r iz o n  w e r e  n o w  so f a r  a s te r n  
t h a t  th e i r  s h a k in g  l ig h t  n o  lo n g e r  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  h e a v 
e n s . T h e  n ig h t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  b r ig h te r  as  th e  la y e r  o f  c u m u 
lu s  c lo u d s  h a d  b e c o m e  t h in n e r ,  a l lo w in g  th e  p a r t i a l  m o o n  
to  d iffu se  l i g h t  th r o u g h  th e  g a u z y  b la n k e t .  S u d d e n ly  
f ro m  S a v o , t h a t  s te e p -s id e d , r o u n d - t o p p e d  is la n d , w as  
w a f te d  th e  s w e e t s m e ll o f  h o n e y s u c k le . A ll  o f  us c ro w d e d  
a b o u t  th e  p o r ts  a n d  in h a le d  th e  p e r f u m e  d e e p ly , w o n d e r 
in g  w h a t  t r o p ic a l  p l a n t  c o u ld  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  s u c h  a  
h e a v e n ly  o d o r —a n  o d o r  w e  w e lc o m e d  g r a te f u l l y  a f te r  b e 
in g  n e a r ly  stiffed  b y  th e  f o r m e r  s m e lls  in  o u r  b a t t le  s ta t io n .

A  p la n e  a p p e a r e d  o u t  o f  th e  n i g h t  a n d  flew  lo w  o v e r  
th e  f o r m a t i o n ,  th e  f la m e s  f r o m  h e r  e x h a u s t  m a k in g  a  
f lic k e r in g  b lu is h -w h ite  p a t t e r n .  E v e r y  a n t i a i r c r a f t  g u n  
in  th e  s h ip  t r a c k e d  h e r  q u ie t ly  a n d  c o u ld  h a v e  s h r e d d e d  
h e r  if  g iv e n  th e  s i g n a l  to  fire . A  l ig h t  flash ed  f ro m  th e  
p la n e  s ig n a l in g  th e  M o r s e  c o d e  n u m b e r  n in e , w h ic h  
m e a n t  n o th i n g  in  o u r  r e c o g n i t io n  s e t-u p  f o r  th e  n ig h t .  
A f te r  lo o k in g  u s  o v e r  w e ll, th e  p l a n e  v a n is h e d , s til l  u n 
id e n tif ie d . A  s l ig h t  lis t  to  p o r t  in d ic a te d  w e  w e r e  sw in g 
in g  r i g h t  to  h e a d  s o u th  to w a r d  G u a d a lc a n a l .  S a v o  n o w  
la y  o n  o u r  s ta r b o a r d  q u a r t e r .  T h e  s o u n d  o f  o u r  w a sh  
le s s e n e d  as  s p e e d  w a s  r e d u c e d  to  s e v e n te e n  k n o ts . O v e r  
a ll  p h o n e s  w a s  p a s s e d  th e  w a r n in g :

“The latest reports xoe have indicate a cruiser and sev
eral destroyers close by. All hands remain alert.” O u r  
sk in s  f e l t  d a m p  a n d  i t  w as n o t  a ll  c a u s e d  b y  th e  h e a t  w i th 
in  th e  f i r e -c o n tr o l  to w e r . . . .

O n  to p  o f  T u l a g i  o n  th e  h ig h  c liff  a  M a r in e  c o r p s  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  a  N a v y  s ig n a lm a n  h a d  b e e n  w a i t in g  
p a t ie n t ly  f o r  n e a r ly  th r e e  h o u r s .  T h r o u g h  b in o c u la r s  
th e y  h a d  lo o k e d  r e g u l a r ly  to w a r d  S a v o  I s la n d  a n d  th e  
c h a n n e ls  o n  e i t h e r  s id e . N o t h i n g  b u t  a n  o c c a s io n a l  fla re -  
u p  o f  s o m e th in g  b u r n in g  n e a r  G u a d a lc a n a l  h a d  r e 



w a r d e d  th e ir  v ig ila n c e . T h e n  s u d d e n ly  o n e —tw o —th r e e  
—f o u r  d e s tr o y e rs  p a sse d  a r o u n d  th e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  S a v o  
I s la n d . B r e a th le s s ly  th e y  lo o k e d  t h r o u g h  th e ir  b in o c u 
la r s . T w o  b a t t le s h ip s  a p p e a r e d  f o llo w in g  in  th e  w a k e  
o f  th e  d e s tr o y e rs .

“ W h o s e  a r e  th e y ? ”  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a sk e d  o t  th e  
N a v y  s ig n a lm a n , h is  v o ic e  h o a r s e  w ith  e x c i te m e n t .  T h e  
s ig n a lm a n  g a /e d  a w h ile  w ith  h is  lip s  c o m p r e s s e d , th e n  
w ith o u t  t u r n in g  h is  h e a d , a n s w e r e d  ju b i l a n t l y :

“ T h e y ’r e  o u r s ! T h e r e  th e y  g o  n o w ,”  h e  a d d e d  “ a n d  
h e r e  c o m e  a c o u p le  o f  b a t t le w a g o n s . I t  lo o k s  lik e  th e y ’re  
a l l  h e a d in g  f o r  G u a d a l c a n a l .”

“ W h a t  a r e  th o s e  d a r k  s p o ts  m o v in g  c lo s e  to  th e m ? ” 
ask e d  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n x io u s ly .

“ M u s t  b e  P .T .  b o a ts — ” T h e  s ig n a lm a n  h e s i ta te d :  
“ Y e p , by G o d , th e y  a r e  I ' .T .  b o a t s !”

A b o a r d  th e  th r e e  t o r p e d o  b o a ts  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p a t r o l l in g  
th e  w a te rs  a r o u n d  S a v o  Is la n d  w a i t in g  fo r  th e  Ja p s , th e  
c re w s  w e r e  s w e a tin g  h e a v ily . T h e y  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  so  
s c a r e d  b e f o r e  a n d  n e v e r  e x p e c te d  to  c o m e  th r o u g h  a liv e .  
T o n i g h t ,  w h e n  th e y  m a d e  th e i r  r u n s  th r o u g h  th e  J a p  
d e s tr o y e rs  a n d  c r u is e r s  to  l a u n c h  th e i r  fish a t  th e  t r a n s 
p o r ts ,  th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  b e  b la s te d —b lo w n  to  s m i th 
e re e n s . F e a r  c lu t c h e d  a t  th e ir  h e a r ts  as  th e y  k e p t  a  
s h a r p  lo o k o u t  f o r  th e  in v a s io n  fleet.

“ H e r e  th e y  a r e ,” sa id  th e  r a d io  m a n  in  th e  le a d  b o a t ,  
h is  v o ic e  sh a k y .

“ W e l l ,  w e ’ll d o  th e  b est w e  c a n ,” a n s w e r e d  th e  s k ip p e r  
r e s ig n e d ly . T h e  c re w s  o f  th e  P . T . ’s b r a c e d  th e m s e lv e s  
f o r  w h a t  w a s  to  b e  th e ir  la s t l ig h t as  th e  b o a ts  s w u n g  
to w a r d  S a v o  I s la n d  a n d  d e p lo y e d  f o r  th e ir  r u n s .

A n d  th e n  s u d d e n ly  th e y  c a u g h t  s ig h t o f  th e  sh ip s  
lo o m in g  u p  b e f o r e  th e m .

O n  th e  b r id g e  o f  th e  Washington, A d m ir a l  L e e  p a c e d  
u p  a n d  d o w n . O c c a s io n a l lv  h e  s to p p e d  t o  b r in g  th e  
b in o c u la r s  h a n g in g  a r o u n d  h is  n e ck  u p  to  h is  b e s p e c 
ta c le d  eyes a n d  sw e e p  th e  h o r iz o n  fo r  s ig n s  o f  th e  e n e m y .  
I n  th e  p i lo th o u s e  c lo s e  by . C a p t a i n  D a v is  w a s  ta lk in g  
q u ie tly  to  th e  n a v ig a t o r ,  c h e c k in g  o n  p o s i t io n s  a n d  
c o u r s e s  th r o u g h  th e  re e f-f ille d  w a te rs . A ll th r e e  o f  th e  
h ig h  r a n k i n g  officers  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e lo w  a t  th e ir  
p r o p e r  b a t t le  s ta t io n s  b e h in d  th e  th ic k  a r m o r  p l a te  th a t  
w o u ld  s h ie ld  th e m ; b u t  in s te a d  th e y  p r e f e r r e d  s ta n d in g  
o n  th e  e x p o s e d  b r id g e  w h e r e  th e y  c o u ld  see  th e  a c t io n  
c le a r ly  a n d  fig h t th e  s h ip  m o r e  e ffic ie n tly . T ’h e  f o u r  
d e s tr o y e rs  a h e a d  in  th e  d a r k  w e r e  ju s t  b a r e ly  v is ib le  f ro m  
th e  b r id g e , a n d  a s te r n  th e  South Dakota p i tc h e d  p o n 
d e r o u s ly  in  th e  s lig h t g r o u n d s w e ll  as  th e y  f o llo w e d  in  th e  
Washington’s p a th . A  h u s h e d  s i le n c e  m a d e  th e  q u ie t  
o r d e r s  g iv e n  to  th e  s te e r s w a in  in  th e  p i lo th o u s e  by th e  
n a v ig a to r  se e m  lik e  s h o u ts .

" T h e  g u n n e r y  o fficer r e p o r ts  t h a t  o u r  d i r e c to r s  h a v e  
p ic k e d  u p  a n d  a r e  t r a c k in g  P .T .  b o a ts  d e a d  a h e a d . T h e y  
seem  to  b e  c o m in g  in  as  if th e y ’r e  g o in g  to  la u n c h  t o r 
p e d o e s  a t  u s !” T h e  c le a r  v o ic e  o f  th e  ta lk  b r o k e  th e  
s ile n ce . A ll eyes fo c u s e d  o n  th e  A d m ir a l ,  w a i t in g  f o r  h is  
r e a c t io n  to  th e  r e p o r t .  W i t h o u t  h e s i ta t in g ,  th e  A d m ir a l  
le f t  th e  w in g  o f  th e  b r id g e  a n d  w e n t i n to  th e  p i lo th o u s e .  
H e  p ick e d  u p  th e  m ic r o p h o n e  o f  o u r  s h o r t  w a v e  r a d io ,  
w h ic h  a c te d  as  a  w a lk ie - ta lk ie . O u r  s e t w a s  tu n e d  to  th e  
s a m e  f r e q u e n c y  as th a t  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l  c o n t r o l  c e n te r ,  a n d  
a ls o  th e  sets  o n  th e  b r id g e s  o f  a ll o u r  s h ip s , in c l u d in g  
th e  tin y  P .T .  b o a ts .

“ C a c tu s ,” th e  A d m ir a l  b e g a n , ta lk in g  in to  th e  m ik e  
a n d  c a l l i n g  b y  th e  c o d e  n a m e  G u a d a lc a n a l  c o n t r o l  c e n te r .

" C a c tu s ,  th is  is A l f r e d ” (o u r  c o d e  n a m e )  “ c a ll  off v o u r  
b o y s. W e  a r e  f r ie n d ly . W e  a r e  f r ie n d ly .”  T h e  A d m ir a l  
w a i te d , as  d id  e v e r y o n e  o n  th e  b r id g e , fo r  th e  r e p ly . I t  
m u s t c o m e  s o o n  o r  w e  w o u ld  ta n g le  w ith  o u r  o w n  P .T .  
b o a ts .

“Alfred, this is Cactus. We have no word as to your 
identity,” th e  d i s h e a r t e n in g  a n s w e r  c a m e  b a c k . A t  a n y  
m o m e n t  th e  P . T . ’s m ig h t  s t a r t  th e ir  r u n s .

“ G e t  th e  b ig  b o y —g e t  th e  b ig  b o y ,”  s a id  th e  A d m ir a l .  
“ T e l l  h im  th is  is C h i n g  C h o n g  C h i n a  L e e .  G e t  it ! C h in g  
C h o n g  C h i n a  L e e . "  T h e  “ b ig  b o y ” w as G e n e r a l  V an - 
d e r g r i f t ,  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer  o f  a ll  o u r  g r o u n d  fo rc e s  
in  th e  S o lo m o n s . H e  h a d  b e e n  a c la s s m a te  o f  L e e ’s a t  
A n n a p o lis .  B e c a u s e  o f  y e a rs  s p e n t  in th e  N a v y  o n  th e  
C h i n a  S t a t io n ,  th e  A d m ir a l  w as k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
fleet by th e  n ic k n a m e  “ C h i n g  C h o n g  C h i n a ”  L e e .

1 'h e  m in u te s  p a sse d  w h ile  th e  A d m ir a l  a n d  C a p t a in  
b o th  w o r r ie d  w h e th e r  th e y  c o u ld  id e n ti fy  o u r  f o r c e  b e
f o r e  w e w o u ld  h a v e  to  r e p e l  o u r  o w n  P .T .  b o a ts . A t 
la s t:

“Alfred, this is Cactus. Your identity is established. 
IVe are calling off the hoys.” A n d  th e  v o ic e  f ro m  th e  
c o n t r o l  c e n te r  a t  G u a d a l c a n a l  w e n t  o n :

“ C o o k ie ,” it  s a id , a d d r e s s in g  th e  P . 1 . b o a ts . “ C o o k ie ,  
th is  is C a c tu s .  T h e  u n i ts  y o u  a r e  n e a r  a r e  f r ie n d ly .  
T h e y  a r e  f r ie n d l y .” B e f o r e  “ C o o k ie ,”  as th e  to r p e d o  
b o a ts  w e r e  c a l le d  in  c o d e , c o u ld  a n s w e r . A d m ir a l  L e e  
h a d  p ic k e d  u p  th e  m ic r o p h o n e  a g a in  a n d  b lu r te d :

“ C o o k ie —g e t  th e  h e ll o u t  o f  th e  w a y . W e ’re  c o m in g  
t h r o u g h !”

“ Y e s  sir, w e sin  e will!” c a m e  b a c k  th e  v o ic e  o f  " C o o k i e ”  
h a p p i ly .

W i t h  th e  t im e ly  a r r iv a l  o f  o u r  f o rc e , th e  P. I '. ’s w e re  r e 
lie v e d  o f  th e  s u ic id a l  jo b  o f  t r y in g  to  s to p  s in g le -h a n d e d 
ly  th e  e n t i r e  J a p  in v a s io n  flee t. T h e y  w i th d r e w  to  th e  
n o r t h  a n d  s to p p e d  th e i r  e n g in e s . S a n d w ic h e s  a n d  co ffe e  
w e r e  m a d e , a n d  f r o m  th e  f o re d e c k s  o f  th e  tin y  b o a ts  th e  
m e n  p r e p a r e d  to  w a tc h  th e  c o m in g  b a t t le .

I n  th e  f ir e -c o n tr o l  to w e r  o f  th e  Washington. a ll  h a n d s  
w e r e  o n  th e ir  fee t n o w . r e a d y  f o r  th e  m o m e n t  w h e n  th e  
first c o n t a c t  w i th  th e  J a p s  w a s  m a d e . T h e  s h ip  listed  to  
p o r t  s lo w ly . W e  w e r e  c o m in g  r ig h t  a g a in , a n d  o u r  c o u r s e  
w a s  2 7 0 ° .  T h e  t im e  w a s  n e a r ly  m id n ig h t  a n d  w e  w e re  
h e a d in g  d u e  w e s t. In  a few  m o m e n ts  w e w o u ld  p ass b e 
tw e e n  S a v o  I s la n d  a n d  G u a d a l c a n a l .  A lo f t  th e  lo o k o u ts  
s til l  s ta r e d  in to  th e  d a r k n e s s , a n d  th e i r  e y e b a lls  a c h e d  as 
th e y  s t r a in e d  to  c a tc h  s ig h t  o f  th e  e n e m y . T h e  sm e ll o l 
h o n e y s u c k le , w h ic h  h a d  s ta v e d  w ith  u s  as  w e r o u n d e d  
S a v o , s u d d e n ly  c h a n g e d  to  th e  h e a v y  s m e ll o f  fu e l o i l .

“ O b je c ts  in  th e  w a t e r  d e a d  a h e a d .” c a m e  o v e r  th e  
p h o n e s . W e  in v e s tig a te d  a n d  d is c o v e r e d  it w a s  w r e c k 
a g e . M a n y  s h ip s  h a d  b e e n  s u n k  in th e s e  w a te rs . W e  
w o u ld  b e  o u tn u m b e r e d ,  w e  k n ew .

o N t h f  u fa ch  Ni x r  t o  H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld  th e  M a r in e s  
f id g e te d  a n d  s q u ir m e d  in  a n x i e ty .  W h e n  w e r e  th e  |aps 
g o in g  to  a r r iv e ?  I t  w a s  tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k  now ', a n d  s till  
n o  sig n .

“ T h e r e  th e y  a r e ! ” o n e  o f  th e  lo o k o u ts  c r o a k e d , ( j o in t 
in g  o u t  a c ro s s  th e  w a te r .  S u re  e n o u g h , as th e  s h ip s  b e 
g a n  to  file  by s lo w ly , it  lo o k e d  as  if  th e  J a p s  w e r e  g e t t in g  
r e a d y  t o  o p e n  u p  w ith  a b o m b a r d m e n t  t h a t  w o u ld  o b l i t 
e r a te  th e i r  s h a llo w  d e fe n se s .

“ H e y , th o s e  a r e  o u r  s h ip s !” e x c la im e d  a s e rg e a n t .  
“ L o o k ! S e e . f o u r  o f  o u r  tin  c a n s  a n d  tw o  b a t t le w a g o n s .  
L o o k , th e  N a v y ’s o u t  t h e r e !”  T h e  w o rd  r a n  q u ic k lv  u p  
a n d  d o t  n th e  M a r in e -h e ld  p o s i t io n , a n d  so o n  w a s  s u b 
s ta n t ia te d  by th e  o fficia l w o rd  f ro m  th e  c o n t r o l  r e n t e r  th a t  
o u r  task  f o rc e  h a d  a r r iv e d  a n d  e v e n  n o w  w as g l id in g  
q u ie t ly  bv c lo s e  to  th e  b e a c h .

T h e  M a r in e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  N a v y  s ig n a lm e n  o n  
T u l a g i  h a d  lo st s ig h t o f  o u r  fen ce  as  it n e a r e d  G u a d a l 
c a n a l  a n d  b le n d e d  in  th e  g lo o m  o f  th e  s h o r e l in e . B u t  
th e v  k e p t s w e e p in g  th e  w a te r  w ith  th e i r  b i n o c u la r s ,  w'ou- 
d e r in g  w h e re  th e  Ja p s  w e r e . S u d d e n ly  tw o  m o r e  sh ip s  
a p p e a r e d  r o u n d i n g  S a v o . f o llo w in g  in  th e  s a m e  c o u r s e  
o u r  s h ip s  h a d  ta k e n . T h e n  a th ir d  la r g e r  s h ip  a p p e a r e d .

“ A r e  th o s e  o u r s ? ” a sk e d  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  q u ic k lv .
“ N o ! T h o s e  a r e  J a p s —lo o k  a t  th e i r  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e !”  

th e  s ig n a lm a n  y e lle d . T h e  s h ip s  w e r e  p a s s in g  th r o u g h  
a m o o n l i t  s p o t in  th e  w a te r .



" Y e s ,  th e y ’r e  d e f in ite ly  J a p s .  T h i n g s  o u g h t  t o  s t a r t  
a t  a n y  m in u te  n o w !”

I n  th e  f ir e -c o n tr o l  to w e r  th e  m e n  w h o  h a d  b e t  t h a t  w e  
w o u ld  n o t  m e e t  th e  J a p s  b e f o r e  tw e lv e  o ’c lo c k  h a d  ju st  
fin ish e d  c h id in g  th e  lo se rs  w h e n —

“Stations!” T h e  m e n  w e re  a l r e a d y  a t  th e ir  p o sts .
“Targets bearing 70°.” A s  w e  s w u n g  o u r  d i r e c t o r  o u t  

to  s ta r b o a r d ,  w e h e a r d  a  s l ig h t  r u m b le .  T h e  tu r r e ts  
w e r e  s w in g in g  o u t  to  a im  a t  th e  ta r g e ts  in  th e  w a te r  
th r o u g h  w h ic h  w e h a d  ju s t  p a sse d .

" W h a t ’s th e  r a n g e ? ”  a sk e d  th e  g u n n e r y  officer.
" R a n g e  is 1 8 ,5 0 0  y a r d s . R a d a r  r e p o r ts  th r e e  ta r g e ts .  

O u r  b e a r in g s  p u t  us o n  th e  la r g e s t  t a r g e t ,”  1 a n s w e r e d .  
T h e  g u n n e r y  o fficer n o d d e d  t h a t  h e  u n d e r s to o d  as  h e  
s a id  v e ry  d e l ib e r a te l y —e n u n c ia t in g  c le a r ly :

“ A ll tu r r e ts  lo a d ! A ll  t u r r e ts  l o a d !”  T h e  h iss in g  of  
th e  g a s -e je c t io n  a i r  sy s te m  in  th e  t u r r e ts  as  th e  b r e e c h e s  
o f  th e  s ix - in c h  g u n s  w e re  o p e n e d  s e e m e d  t o  s c r e a m .

“ T h e  J a p s  w ill h e a r  u s !” o n e  o f th e  ta lk e r s  e x c la im e d .  
L ik e  th e  re st o f  u s, e x c i t e m e n t  h a d  e x a g g e r a te d  th e  n o ise  
to  h im . L h e  s h ip  t r e m b le d  s lig h tly  as tw e lv e  to n s  of  
s ix te e n -in c h  p r o j e c t i le s  w e r e  r a m m e d  h o m e  in  o u r  n in e  
b ig  g u n s . l h e  s h ip  b e g a n  to  v i b r a te  a n d  s u r g e  a h e a d  
as w e w e n t u p  to  fu ll s p e e d . O u r  w a k e  sw e lle d  to  a n  
a n g ry  to r r e n t .  T h e  s h ip  h e e le d  o v e r  to  p o r t .  W e  w e re  
c o m in g  r ig h t  a  b it.

“Solution," r e p o r te d  th e  p l o t t in g - r o o m  b e lo w .
" O n  la r g e s t  t a r g e t —b a t t le s h i p  o r  c r u is e r — 1 8 ,0 0 0  y a rd s . 

P lo t  r e p o r ts  s o lu t io n —r e q u e s t  p e r m is s io n  to  o p e n  f ire ,”  
C o m m a n d e r  W a l s h ’s s ta c c a t o  v o ic e  a sk e d  o f  th e  C a p t a in .

T h e  re s t  o f  u s in  th e  to w e r  h a d  b u c k  fe v e r . F o r  a 
y e a r  a n d  a h a lf  w e h a d  b e e n  d r i l l in g  a n d  f ir in g  p r a c 
tice s . N o w  h e r e  w as th e  b a t t le  w e  h a d  p r e p a r e d  fo r. 
O u t  th e r e  w e r e  J a p  sh ip s , w ith  m e n  m a n n i n g  r e a l  g u n s — 
g u n s  th a t  w o u ld  b e  s h o o t in g  b a ck  in  a few  s e c o n d s  to  try  
a n d  b la st us off th e  fa c e  o f  th e  w a te r .  S o m e h o w  it a ll  
se e m e d  u n r e a l .

O n  th e  hi itlg e  th e  A d m ir a l  sa t d o w n  o n  h is  c h a i r ,  
w h ic h  w as set ti re d  to  th e  b u lk h e a d . C o o l ly  h e  w as lo o k 
in g  th r o u g h  h is  b in o c u la r s .  A s y e t h e  c o u ld  n o t see  th e  
J a p s -

" R e q u e s t  p e r m is s io n  to  o p e n  f i r e !” th e  C a p t a i n  s a id  as  
h e  s to o d  b e s id e  h im . h is  eyes f o llo w in g  th e  lin e  o f  o u r  
g u n s  a im e d  a t th e  J a p s  in th e  d a r k n e s s .

“ H a v e  th e  o t h e r  s h ip s  b e e n  g iv e n  th e  w o rd  of o u r  t a r 
g e ts  a n d  p e r m is s io n  to  c o m m e n c e  f irin g  w h e n  r e a d y ? ”

"Yes sir!"
“ T h e n  lire  w h e n  r e a d y !” A lth o u g h  th e  ta lk e r  w a s  o n ly  

a few  fe e t  a w a y , th e  C a p t a in  b e llo w e d  it.
“ C o m m e n c e  fil i n g !” A  s h a t t e r i n g  r o a r  s p li t  th e  n ig h t  

as o u r  n in e  g u n s  b e lc h e d  fla m e  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  
a s e co n d  th e  s h ip  w as o u t l i n e d  by th e  s e a r in g  f lam es th a t  
sp e w e d  f ro m  th e  g r e a t  g u n s . H o t  g a se s  a n d  s m o k e  sw e p t  
tile  s h ip  as  sh e  b u c k e d  a n d  ju m p e d  f ro m  th e  c o n c u s s io n .  
T h e  to n -a n d -a -h a lf  p r o je c t i le s  lo o k e d  lik e  n in e  f la m in g  
b a lls  as  th e y  a r c h e d  u p  a n d  tip —se e m e d  to  h a n g  in s p a c e  
—a n d  fa ll r a p id ly  n in e  m ile s  a w a y . 1 lie  f la m in g  b a lls  
d is a p p e a r e d . A s th e  g u n s  w e re  r e lo a d e d , th e  h iss in g  
so u n d  s c r e a m e d  a g a in .

A n o th e r  c ra s h  o f  o u r  b ig  g u n s  r o c k e d  th e  s h ip . T h e  
n in e  f la m in g  b a lls  w e re  o n  th e i r  w ay . S u d d e n ly , th e  
s h a r p  y a m m e r in g  o f  o u r  fiv e -in ch  g u n s  b e g a n : a n d  a 
s tr e a m  o f  s p a r k s  flo w ed  o u t  of th e  g u n s  a t  a n  in c r e d ib ly  
fast r a te  to w a r d  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  J a p  d e s tr o y e r s  a t  
se v e n  m ile s . S till  n o  r e t u r n  fire  f ro m  th e  e n e m y . A  d u ll  
b o o m  a n d  a m u s h r o o m  o f  flam es f ro m  a s te r n  w as f o l
lo w e d  by a  ta lk e r  y e llin g :

“ T h e  South Dakota h a s  o p e n e d  u p !” S till  n o  fire  f ro m  
th e  J a p s .  T h e  o v e r w h e lm in g  d in , f in g ers  o f  f la m e  r e a c h 
in g  th r o u g h  th e  p o r ts ,  c o n c u s s io n  h i t t i n g  u s  lik e  a  s la p  
in  th e  f a c e , s w ir l in g  h o t  g a se s  a n d  a c r i d  s m o k e  n u m b e d  
u s in  th e  f ir e -c o n tr o l  to w e r . B u t  w e  k e p t  g lu e d  to  o u r  
o p tic s ,  w a t c h in g  f o r  th e  e ffe c t o f  o u r  sh e lls  a n d  e x p e c t i n g

to  see  th e  f lash es  o f  J a p  g u n s . N o n e  c a m e . T h e  b ig  
g u n s , p u n c t u a t i n g  th e  s te a d y  b a n g in g  o f  th e  s e c o n d a ry  
b a t te r y ,  r ip p e d  o u t  s e v e ra l  m o r e  s a lv o s . l h e  f ire -red  
b a lls  w e r e  o n  th e ir  w a y  a g a in . T h e y  d r o p p e d  d o w n — 
a n d  a b i l lo w in g  sw irl o f  f lam es s ta in e d  ti le  sk ies  a n d  
c lo u d s . It w a s  th e  J a p  c r u is e r  o r  b a t t le s h ip . S m o th e r e d  
by th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  d e v a s t a t in g  p r o je c t i le s  th a t  r ip p e d  
h e r  a p a r t ,  sh e  e r u p t e d  in  a fiery  e x p lo s io n . O ff to  th e  
le f t  s m a l le r  fires b u rs t  o u t  in  th e  n i g h t—s m a s h e d  [a p  
d e s tr o y e rs . T h e  e n e m y , c a u g h t  by s u r p r is e , h a d  n o t v e t  
f ire d  a s h o t .

“ C e a s e  f ir in g ! C e a s e  f i r in g !” T h e  g u n n e r y  officer  
y e lle d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  th r o u g h  th e  d e a f e n in g  u p r o a r  
o f  g u n s . A s s t a r t l in g  as  o u r  first s h a t t e r i n g  s a lv o  t h a t  
o p e n e d  th e  b a t t le ,  th e  s i le n c e  c a m e —s ile n c e  th a t  w as as  
o v e r w h e lm in g  a s  th e  n o is e  h a d  b e e n  b e f o r e . T h e  (irst 
p h a s e  o l th e  b a t t le  w as o v e r .  T h e  Washington h a d  
su n k  a b a t t le s h ip  o r  h e a v y  c r u is e r  w ith  e ig h t  h e a v y -g u n  
s a lv o e s , a n d  a d e s tr o y e r  w ith  th e  fiv e -in ch  g u n s . T h e  
South Dakota h a d  b r o k e n  a lig h t c r u is e r  in  h a ll  a n d  
d a m a g e d  a n o th e r .  S o m e w h e r e  a h e a d  o f  u s th e  Kirishima 
w as a p p r o a c h in g .

T h r o u g h  th e  p o r ts  m  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r , w e c o u ld  
see th e  r a p id  s ta b s  o t  l ig h t  o u t l i n in g  o u r  d e s tr o y e rs  a h e a d ,  
a n d  h e a r  th e  s h a r p  b a r k in g  e x p lo s io n s . A s te a d y  lin e  o f  
r e d  d o ts  a r c h e d  to w a rd  a c o lu m n  o f  J a p  d e s tr o y e rs  c lo s 
in g  o n  a n  o p p o s i t e  c o u r s e .

T h e  h o r i z o n  a h e a d  o f  us s u d d e n ly  tw in k le d  f ro m  
a m y ria d  b u rs ts  o f  o r a n g e  l ig h t .  T h e  c lo u d s  a b o v e  
tu r n e d  a  d u ll  o r a n g e  b lu e . T h r o u g h  th e  r a c k e t  o f  o u r  
d e s tr o y e r s ’ f iv e -in ch  g u n s  a h e a d  c a m e  a th u n d e r o u s  c r a c k 
lin g  s o u n d . T h e  J a p s  h a d  fin a lly  o p e n e d  u p . W e  g r i t t e d  
o u r  te e th . In  a s e c o n d  a h a il  o f  s h e lls  w o u ld  lash  us. 
I n v o lu n ta r i ly  o u r  h e a d s  d u c k e d  as  w e  w a ite d  f o r  th e  
b l in d in g  H ashes t h a t  w o u ld  s ig n a l th e  h its .

C lo s e  to  S a t o  Is la n d  th e  s h o r e l in e  s u d d e n ly  b u rs t in to  
f lam es. M o r e  J a p  s h ip s ! G u n s  w e re  n o w  b la z in g  e v e r y 
w h e re . W e  w e r e  r u s h in g  in to  a h e ll o l d e s t r u c t i o n .  In  
o n e  o f  th e  a lo l t  d i r e c to r s ,  a s e a m a n  lo o k in g  th r o u g h  his  
r a n g e -f in d e r  a t th e  a w e s o m e  s ig h t set c a n te d :

“ O h , m y  G o d . th e y ’r e  s h o o t in g  b a c k !” A b o u t th e  
d e c k s  th e  e x p o s e d  m e n  c r o u c h e d  a n d  h u n c h e d . T h e  
w o rld  s to p p e d  as  th e y  w a i te d  lo r  th e  d e v a s ta t io n  th a t  
w o u ld  sw e e p  th e m  to  e t e r n i ty .  L ik e  a s tr e a m  o f  w a te r  
f ro m  a  h o se , t r a c e r s  f ro m  th e  J a p  sh ip s  ly in g  c lo s e  to  
S a v o  p o u te d  o v et th e  to p s  b e y o n d  o u t d e s tr o y e rs . I h e  
s tr e a m s  o l t r a c e r s  lo w e re d  a n ti f u n n c lc d  in to  th e  sea , 
s p o u tin g  g e y se rs  s h o r t  o l  th e  sh ip s  a h e a d . T h e n  th e  
s tr e a m  li f te d  s l ig h tly , a n d  e x p lo s iv e  d e a th  t r a s h e d  d o w n  
o n  th e ir  d e c k s  a n d  sitles. D e b ris -fille d  b u rs ts  o f  H aute  
c o v e r e d  th e  s m a ll  sh ip s . R a c i n g  J a p  d e s tr o y e r s ,  s c r e e n 
in g  la r g e r  sh ip s  c o m in g  a r o u n d  S a v o . sw o o p e d  in  an ti le t 
g o  to r p e d o  s p r e a d s . T  h e  w a te r  w a s  w h ip p e d  to  a f ro th  
as th e  s p e e d in g  fish I a c t 'd  th r o u g h ,  a n d  s u d d e n ly  th e  n ig h t  
a h e a d  w as  b lo t te d  o u t  by th e  b l in d in g  e x p lo s io n  a n d  
l i c k in g  f lam es t h a t  e n g u lle d  o n e  o f  o u t d e s tr o y e rs . T h e  
to r p e d o e s  h a d  a r r iv e d .  In s id e  th e  f ire -c o n tr o l  to w e r  th e  
b u lk h e a d s  g lo w e d . T h e  l ig h t o f  th e  H aines r e v e a le d  th e  
s t r a in e d  w h ite  fa ce s  a n d  p o p p in g  ev es o f  th e  m e n  a t  
s ta t io n s . T h i n k i n g  a J a p  h a d  b e e n  h i t .  th e  m e n  c h e e r e d .  
B u t  th e  g u n  b o ss g r o w le d :

“ S h u t u p ! T h a t ’s o n e  ol o u r s !”
T h e  Washington’s f iv e -in ch  g u n s  b lu r te d  o u t  a g a in .  

T h e i r  lin e  o f  t r a c e r s  p o u r e d  to w a r d  th e  Ja p s  ly in g  c lo s e  
to  S a v o , w h o  w e r e  s e n d in g  th e  m u r d e r o u s  lire  in to  o u r  
d e s tr o y e rs . S t a r t in g  a t  th e  le f t o l th e  lin e  o f  th e  s ta b b in g  
o r a n g e  f la m e s , th e  s p a r k s  f ro m  o u r  g u n s  flow ed  b a ck  a n d  
f o r th , g r a d u a l ly  w o r k in g  to  th e  r ig h t .  T h e  flash es o l  th e  
e n e m y  g u n s  w e r e  b e in g  s to p p e d , to  b e  r e p la c e d  by d a n c 
in g  r e d  fires  as  o n e  by o n e  th e  s h ip s  w e r e  sm a s h e d .

A n o th e r  e x p l o s io n  a h e a d  o f  u s  h e ig h te n e d  th e  g lo w  in  
th e  f ir e -c o n tr o l  to w e r . A n o th e r  o f  o u r  d e s tr o y e rs  w as
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c o n c e a le d  by th e  g l a r e  o f  fires . R e le n tle s s ly  th e  in ce s 
s a n t s tr e a m  o f  t r a c e r s  p o u r e d  in to  o u r  h e lp le s s  sh ip s .  
A n o th e r  p u ll o f  fla m e  a n d  b la c k  o i ly  s m o k e  r o s e  f r o m  y e t  
a n o th e r  d e s tr o y e r .  T h e  l i t t le  s h ip s  h a d  a b s o r b e d  th e  
to r p e d o e s  a im e d  a t  us b y  th e  J a p  d e s tr o y e r s .  B u t  th e  b ig  
sh ip s  k e p t firin g , a n d  u n d e r  th e  s te a d y  p o u n d in g  o f  th e ir  
g u n s , th e  la s t o f  th e  J a p  f ir in g  n e a r  S a v o  s p u tte r e d  a n d  
d ie d  o u t .  S i le n c e  h i t  u s  a s  a ll  f ir in g  c e a s e d . E x c e p t  f o r  
fires b u r n in g  a h e a d , a s te r n , a n d  a lo n g  th e  s h o r e , th e  n ig h t  
w a s  d a r k . T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  th e  b a t t le  w as o v e r ,  a n d  
th e  Washington f iv e -in ch  g u n s  h a d  d a m a g e d  a n d  s ile n c e d  
five to  n in e  t r a n s p o r t s  a n d  s m a ll  sh ip s . B u t  o u r  b r a v e  
l i t t le  d e s tr o y e r  f o r c e  h a d  n e a r ly  b e e n  a n n ih i la te d .  In  a  
few  m o m e n ts  th e  Kirishima a n d  Washington w o u ld  m e e t .

T h e  Washington's d e c k s  lis te d  a t  a  s h a r p  a n g le  a s  w e  
s w u n g  to  a v o id  w h a t  w as le f t  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  d e s tr o y e rs .  
A ll t h a t  c o u ld  b e  se e n  w a s  f o u r  o r  five fe e t o f  th e  b o w  
p r o t r u d i n g  f ro m  w r e c k a g e  a n d  o i l . A  lo w -h a n g in g  b la c k  
c lo u d  o f  s m o k e  s e rv e d  as  a  m a r k e r  f o r  th e  s p o t  w h e re  
th e  Preston h a d  f a lle n  a p a r t  u n d e r  sh e lls  a n ti  to r p e d o e s .  
W e  s w e p t p a s t  a n d  u n d e r w a te r  e x p lo s io n s  jo l te d  th e  s h ip  
—d e p th  c h a r g e s ! A h e a d  o f  u s lo o m e d  th e  g i g a n t i c  m o u n 
ta in  o f  (la m e s  f ro m  th e  s e c o n d  s tr ic k e n  d e s tr o y e r .  A b o u t  
th e  Washington’s d e ck s  th e  s h o u ts  o f  th e  r e p a i r  p a r t ie s  
a n d  m a c h in e -g u n n e r s  w e r e  h e a r d  as  th e y  c u t  lo o se  a n d  
th re w  o v e r b o a r d  l i l c r a f t s .  T h e  f lic k e r in g  g lo w  o f  c r a c k 
lin g  flam es a n d  s e a r in g  h e a t  s tr u c k  u s w h e n  w e c a m e  u p  
to  th e  b u r n in g  Walke. H e r  b o w  f r o n t  th e  b r id g e  f o r 
w a rd  w as g o n e . S h o u ts  a n d  c r ie s  o f  m e n  c a m e  to  u s as  
th e y  w a v e d  a n d  ju m p e d  in to  th e  w a te r .

“ S a v e  u s! C o m e  b a c k ! Help!” T h e  m e n  w e r e  le a p 
in g  in to  th e  m o ra s s  o f  th ic k  o il  a n d  d e b r is ,  t o  j o in  th e  
s co re s  o f  b la c k e n e d  m e n  a lr e a d y  w r ig g l in g  in  th e  g u m m y  
m ess. S o m e  m e n  w e re  d a r t i n g  in t o  th e  f la m e s  e n g u lf in g  
th e  a f t e r p a r t  o f  th e  b r id g e , a n d  w e r e  s w a llo w e d  u p , o n ly  
to  r e a p p e a r  d r a g g in g  s m o k in g  b o d ie s . W e  s w e p t b y  th e  
s ce n e  o f  h o r r o r  lik e  a n  e x p r e s s .  T h e  t h i r d  d e s tr o y e r ,  
th e  Henham, w as d e a d  in  th e  w a te r ,  n e a r ly  c u t  in  h a l f  
f ro m  a t o r p e d o  h i t .  T h e  f o u r th  d e s tr o y e r ,  th e  Gwinn, 
h it  by sh ells , fell off to  o u r  p o r t  s id e , 

r
in i r pa ssin g  l'Hi r e m n a n t s  o f  o u r  d e s tr o y e r  f o r c e ,  

w e  d re w  c lo s e r  to  th e  m a ss e d  c o lu m n s  o f  J a p  sh ip s  b e h in d  
S av o .

“ C o lu m n  o f  J a p  sh ip s  b e a r in g  0 3 0 ° . ’’ O u r  b ig  g u n s  
sw u n g  to  m e e t  th e  n e w  th r e a t .  T h e  h iss  o f  a i r  u n d e r  
h ig h  p r e s s u re  b e in g  b lo w n  th r o u g h  th e  b a r r e ls ,  a n d  th e  
r u m b le  o f  p r o je c t i le s  b e in g  r a m m e d , b r o k e  th e  s ile n c e  
as w e c lo s e d  o n  th e  m a in  b o d y  o f  J a p  w a r s h ip s . T w o  
c o lu m n s  o f  e n e m y  v essels  b e c a m e  v is ib le  as  w e  r o u n d e d  
S a v o . W e  w e re  o n  th e  la r g e s t  o f  a  c o lu m n  o f  f o u r  sh ip s . 
A  b a t t le s h ip : T h e  Kirishima, th ir ty - tw o  th o u s a n d  to n s , 
tw e lv e  f o u r te e n - in c h  g u n s , a r m o r  n e a r ly  as  th ic k  as  o u r  
o w n . T h e  tw o  g ia n ts  h a d  c o m e  to  g r ip s . T h e  s tr u g g le  
o f  th e  T i t a n s  w a s  a b o u t  to  s ta r t .

“ S o lu t io n ,”  r e p o r te d  p lo t .  T h e  r a n g e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
s h ip s  w as c lo s in g . N o w  it  w as five m ile s . A s te r n  th e  
South Dakota h a d  p a sse d  to  s ta r b o a r d  o f  th e  b u r n in g  
Walke. S h e  w a s  s i lh o u e t te d  t o  th e  J a p s , w h o s e  g u n s  
g o t  o n  h e r  im m e d ia te ly .  L e t h a l  to n g u e s  o f  f la m e  s h o t  
o u t  f ro m  th e  J a p  sh ip s . T h e  g u n s  o f  th e  South Dakota 
r o a r e d  b a c k , b u t  sh e  w as b e in g  h i t  r e p e a te d ly .

A  te r r i f i c  b la s t  s h o o k  th e  Washington. T h e  n in e  r e d  
b a lls  h a d  s ta r te d  o n  th e ir  w a y  to  th e  Kirishima, n o w  f o u r  
m ile s  a w a y  a n d  c le a r ly  v is ib le . T h e  c la m o r i n g  r a c k e t  o f  
th e  fiv e -in ch  g u n s  b r o k e  o u t .  S ta rs h e l ls  lo o p e d  o u t  f ro m  
th e  Washington a n d  h u n g  o v e r  th e  J a p  b a t t le s h ip .  I n  
o u r  d im ly -l ig h te d  f iv e -in c h  m o u n ts  th e  s w e a ty  c r e w  s e r v 
ic e d  th e  g u n s . L o a d ,  r a m ,  fire ! L o a d ,  r a m ,  f ire ! T h e  
m o u n ts  s h o o k  a n d  r a t t l e d .  S m o k e  f ille d  th e  a i r .  A  tw o -  
g u n  s a lv o  e v e ry  tw o  s e co n d s  f ro m  e a c h  m o u n t .  T h e  p a c e  
w a s  te r r i f ic .  S u d d e n ly  a  y o u n g -f a c e d  s e a m a n  s tif fe n e d  
a n d  b e g a n  to  s c r e a m . A n  o l d e r  m a n , a  p e t ty  o fficer, s lid

t h r o u g h  th e  c r e w  b e n t  to  th e i r  w o rk  a n d  s la p p e d  th e  
s c r e a m in g  s e a m a n  tw ic e  a c ro s s  th e  fa c e . T h e  y o u n g e r  
m a n  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  a n d  w e n t  b a c k  to  h is  jo b .

I n  th e  t u r r e ts  a  g u n -c r e w  h o p p e d  c le a r  as  th e  tr a y  
l e a d in g  to  o n e  o f  th e  b r e e c h e s  o f  th e  b ig  g u n s  flo p p e d  
d o w n . A  h u g e  b i l le t  s ix  fe e t  lo n g , s ix te e n  in c h e s  in  
d i a m e t e r ,  w e ig h in g  a  to n  a n d  a  h a l f ,  la y  in  th e  tr a y . W ith  
a  g r a t i n g  n o is e  th e  s lu g  w as  th r o w n  i n to  th e  b r e a t  h b\ th e  
h y d r a u l i c  r a m m e r .  T h e  d o o r s  to  th e  p o w d e r -c a t  s n a p p e d  
o p e n . T h r e e  la r g e  p o w d e r -b a g s  r o lle d  d o w n  in to  th e  
t r a y . T h e  m e n  s t r a in e d  as th e y  g o t  th e m  c le a t o l th e  
n e x t  th r e e  b a g s  o f  p o w d e r  t h a t  c a m e  tu m b l in g  d o w n .  
A  g r a t i n g  n o is e  a g a in  a s  th e  p o w d e r  w as r a m m e d . W h i le  
th e  g r e a t  b r e e c h  to  th e  g u n  w as  o p e n  a n ti d o w n , a s a i lo r  
s ta n d in g  in  th e  p i t  b e lo w  in s e r te d  a p r im e r .  N o w  th e  
b r e e c h  w a s  s w u n g  u p  a n d  c lo s e d . T h e  g u n -c a p ta in  
le a p e d  to  th e  s id e  a n d  s n a p p e d  o n  h is  r e a d y  s w itc h . T h e  
t u r r e t  j a r r e d ,  a n d  th e  g r e a t  b r e e c h  b o u n c e d  b a c k  as th e  
g u n  f ired . T h e  r a n g e  w a s  p o in t -b l a n k  n o w . S o  c lo s e , n o  
t im e  w a s  w a s te d  in  d e p r e s s in g  th e  b ig  g u n s  to  lo a d in g  
p o s i t io n . T h e y  w e r e  n e a r ly  h o r i z o n t a l  as  th e y  w e r e  fired  
e v e r y  tw e lv e  s e c o n d s . L o a d ,  r a m ,  f ire ! L o a d ,  r a m . fire !

O n  to p  o f  th e  f o r e m a s t  s t r u c t u r e  w as a n  o b s e r v e r  fo r  
th e  e n g in e e r in g  g a n g  t e n d in g  th e  r a c i n g  e n g in e s  in  th e  
b o w e ls  o f  th e  s h ip . O v e r  h is  p h o n e ’s h e a d s e t  h e  w as  
t r y in g  to  te l l  m e n  b e lo w  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  w a tc h  th e  b a t t le  
w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n in g .  H o t  g ases  a n d  c h o k in g  s m o k e  e n 
v e lo p e d  h im . T h e  f o r e m a s t  s h o o k  lik e  a  s a p lin g , a n d  h e  
w as n e a r ly  th r o w n  off h is  f e e t . T h e  b i l lo w in g  f lam es  
f r o m  o u r  g u n s  a n d  th e  in c e s s a n t  b l a s t in g  o f  th e  s m a lle r  
g u n s  w e r e  b l in d in g  h im , a n d  th e  u p r o a r  m a d e  it im 
p o s s ib le  to  s p e a k . B u t  h e  c a u g h t  s ig h t o f  th e  r e d  b a lls  
s m a c k in g  in to  th e  Kirishima. F i r e s  w e r e  b r e a k in g  o u t  
o n  th e  j a p  b a t t le s h ip .  F o r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  th e  m e n  b e 
lo w , h e  c h e e r e d  in to  th e  p h o n e s .

O n  th e  b r id g e  th e  C a p t a in  a n d  A d m ir a l  w e r e  h a n g in g  
o n  to  th e  b u lw a r k s  a n d  s h ie ld s . T h e  c o n c u s s io n  a n d  
b la s t  o f  th e  g u n s  w a s  a lm o s t  b e a t in g  th e m  to  th e  d e c k .  
B u t  th e y  s tu c k  i t  o u t  to  w a tc h  o u r  sh e lls  p lu n g e  in to  th e  
Kirishima. T h e  b e s t d e f e n s e  is a  g o o d  o ffen se , a n d  th e  
Washington w a s  a b la z e  w i th  th e  flash  o f  g u n s . G e y se rs  
o f  w a t e r  m o u n te d  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  s h ip . T r a c e r s  
w h ip p e d  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta c k s . T h e  ja r  o f  u n d e r w a te r  e x 
p lo s io n s  r o c k e d  th e  s h ip . T h e  c h a p la in ,  o n  th e  s ig n a l  
b r id g e , w as  o n  h a n d  to  te n d  to  th e  w o u n d e d  a n d  d y in g  
—b u t  th e r e  w a s  n o n e . N o t  a s in g le  J a p  sh e ll  h a d  s tr u c k  
u s y e t . T h e  s h ip ’s p h o t o g r a p h e r  w a s  a ls o  o n  th e  s ig n a l  
b r id g e . H e  r a is e d  h is  c a m e r a  to  ta k e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  
b u r n in g  Kirishima. B u t  th e  b la s t  o f  th e  m a in -b a t te r y  
g u n s  d a s h e d  h is  c a m e r a  to  th e  d e c k .

D o w n  b e lo w  in  th e  p l o t t in g -r o o m s  w e r e  th e  m a c h in e s  
t h a t  w e r e  c a l c u l a t i n g  th e  c o u r s e , s p e e d  a n d  r a n g e  o f  th e  
Kirishima. N e a r ly  as  c o o l  a n d  c a l c u l a t i n g  as  th e  m a 
c h in e s  th e m s e lv e s  w e r e  th e  m e n  w h o  w e r e  r u n n in g  th e m .  
F a r  o u t  o f  r e a c h  o f  th e  b la s t  a n d  c o n c u s s io n  a n d  n o ise  
o f  th e  b a t t le  r a g in g  a b o v e , th e y  s a t  q u ie tly ,  w a t c h in g  th e ir  
d ia ls  a n d  m a k in g  a d j u s tm e n ts  to  th e  c o m p u t e r s  w ith  s im -  

le  k n o b s . A l t h o u g h  th e i r  jo b s  w e r e  p a s s iv e  as  th e y  
e p t  th e i r  a t t e n t i o n  g lu e d  to  th e  in s t r u m e n ts ,  e v e ry  tu r n  

o f  a  c r a n k  o r  k n o b  in  th e  m a c h in e s  s o lv in g  th e  p r o b le m  
w a s  ju s t  as  d e a d ly  to  th e  Kirishima as  th e  lo a d in g  o r  fir
in g  o f  o u r  f la m in g  g u n s .

O v e r  m y  p h o n e s  as  I  lo o k e d  th r o u g h  m y  s p o t t in g  g lass  
I  c o u ld  h e a r  L i e u t e n a n t  S e e le y 's  c a lm  v o ic e  r e p e a t i n g :  
“ N o  c h a n g e , n o  c h a n g e !”  O u r  sh e lls  w e r e  k n ifin g  
t h r o u g h  th e  o u t e r  sk in  o f  th e  J a p  b a t t le s h ip  a n d  e r u p t-  
t i n g  w i th in , b lo w in g  h e r  in s id e s  o u t .  F r o m  s o m e w h e r e  
b e h in d  th e  Kirishima th e  b r i l l i a n t  b e a m  o f  a  s e a r c h l ig h t  
s u d d e n ly  s w e p t  p a s t  u s  a n d  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  South Dakota. 
T h e  South Dakota, n o w  b a d ly  d a m a g e d , w as e n g a g in g  
s e v e r a l  J a p  c r u is e r s .  H e r  g u n s  tu r n e d  o n  th e  s h ip  w h o se  
l i g h t  w a s  e x p o s in g  h e r  a n d  th e  l i g h t  w e n t  o u t .  B u t  a n 
o t h e r  s h ip  i l lu m in a te d  o u r  h a r d - h i t  b a t t le s h ip .



I n  o n e  o f  th e  Washington’s s e c o n d a r y  b a t te r y  d i r e c 
to rs , a  M a r in e  t r a i n e r  y e lle d  th r o u g h  th e  n o is e  to  th e  
M a r in e  o fficer in  c h a r g e :

“ I ’ll g e t  t h a t  b a s t a r d ! "  A n d  h e  s w u n g  th e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  
f o llo w in g  g u n s  o n t o  th e  J a p  c r u is e r ,  in  w h o s e  l ig h t  th e  
South Dakota a p p e a r e d  a g h a s t ly  w h ite .  U n d e r  a  w e l te r  
o f  sh e lls  f ro m  b o th  th e  Washington a n d  South Dakota, 
th e  J a p  c r u is e r ,  o v e r w h e lm e d , r o lle d  o v e r ,  a n d  sa n k . 
S till a n o th e r  J a p  s e a r c h l ig h t  sw 'ept th e  a r e a ,  b u t  w as  
q u ic k ly  s m a s h e d  u n d e r  o u r  f iv e -in c h  g u n s .

O u r  a f te r  fiv e -in ch  m o u n t  p u m p e d  s ta r s h e lls  c o n t in u 
o u sly  o v e r  th e  J a p  b a t t le w a g o n . T h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  h e r  
w a s  b r ig h t  as  d a y l ig h t .  B u t  w h e n  s o m e  o f  th e  s ta r s h e lls  
fe ll s h o r t ,  th e i r  d a n g l i n g  H ares b l in d e d  a n d  o b s c u r e d  o u r  
ta r g e t  te m p o r a r i ly .

“ A sk  th e  C a p t a in  if  h e  w a n ts  to  c o n t in u e  f ir in g  s ta r -  
s h e lls ,”  y e lle d  C o m m a n d e r  W a ls h  to  P a s c u c c i ,  th e  y e o 
m a n . T h e  n o is y  r a c k e t  o f  g u n s  s m o th e r e d  P a s c u c c i ’s a t 
te m p t  to  g e t  th r o u g h  a t  first. T h e  c o m m a n d e r  w a tc h e d  
th e  e ffe c t o f  o u r  sh e lls  o n  th e  Kirishima. P r e s e n tly  P a s 
c u c c i  g r a b b e d  th e  C o m m a n d e r ’s a r m . a n d  p r e s s in g  h is  
m o u t h  c lo s e  to  h is  e a r ,  s h o u te d  a b o v e  th e  firin g .

“ S ir , th e  C a p t a in  say s: ‘G o d d a m m it ,  s h o o t  a n y t h i n g ! ’ ”  
T h e  s ta r s h e lls  w e r e  f ire d , b u t  n o  lo n g e r  a b o v e  a n d  b e 
h in d  th e  b a t t le s h ip , s i lh o u e t t in g  h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  fired  
s t r a ig h t  in to  th e  s h ip  itse lf , a n d  th e  flarq s a d d e d  t o  th e  
fires t h a t  w e re  a l r e a d y  s p e c k l in g  th e  s h ip . T h e  Kirishima 
n o w  lay  a  b a t te r e d ,  tw is te d  h u lk , r a c k e d  w ith  fire.

“ C e a s e  f irin g ! C e a s e  f irin g ! S h if t  ta r g e ts ,”  th e  C o m 
m a n d e r  y e lle d . O u r  g u n s  s w u n g  to  p ic k  u p  a c r u is e r .  
B u t th e  Kirishima w as n o t  fin ish ed  v e t. T w o  tu r r e ts  
o p e n e d  u p  a g a in , a n d  h u g e  m o u n ta in o u s  s p la s h e s  r o s e  
a lo n g s id e  th e  Washington. O u r  g u n s  s w u n g  b a c k  a n d  
b e g a n  th e  fin a l h a m m e r in g  o f  th e  s in k in g  J a p  b a t t le s h ip .

A s te r n  o f  th e  Washington th e  b a t t le s h ip  South Dakota, 
se v e re ly  d a m a g e d  f r o m  m o r e  th a n  a s c o re  o f  h its , fired  h e r  
o n ly  r e m a in in g  t u r r e t  a t  a  J a p  c r u is e r .  S h e e ts  o f  f la m e  
f ro m  h e r  b ig  g u n s  s t r e tc h e d  a c ro s s  th e .  w a t e r .  In  h e r  
f ir e -c o n tr o l  to w e r  a n  e n l is te d  ta l k e r  s ta r e d  th r o u g h  th e  
p o r t  a t  th e  Washington a h e a d ,  s till  lo c k e d  in  c o m b a t  
w ith  th e  J a p  b a t t le s h ip . In  th e  w a te r  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  
Washington r o s e  t r e m e n d o u s  p lu m e s  o f  w a t e r ,  k ic k e d  u p  
b y  p l u m m e t in g  sh e lls  s m a c k in g  th e  s u r f a c e .  I t  se e m e d  
as th o u g h  s o m e  m o n s tr o u s  g i a n t  h a d  d r o p p e d  a  h a n d f u l  
o f  b o u ld e r s  d o w n  u p o n  th e  Washington, so n u m e r o u s  
w e r e  th e  s p la sh e s  t h a t  a lm o s t  o b s c u r e d  h e r  f ro m  v iew .

“The Washington’s been hit! The Washington’s been 
hit.!’’ th e  ta lk e r  k e p t  s h o u tin g .

B u t  th e  Washington w as n o t  h i t .  B y  s o m e  m ir a c le  
a n d  g o o d  s h o o t in g  th a t  h a d  o v e r w h e lm e d  th e  o p p o s in g  
sh ip s , th e  Washington w a s  s til l  u n to u c h e d .  T h e  kirishi
ma tu r n e d  a w a y  to  flee , b u t  i t  w a s  to o  la te .  A n o th e r  
s a lv o  o f  o u r s  w a lk e d  a c ro ss  h e r . H e r  m id s h ip s  s e c t io n  
w as b la s te d  o p e n . E i t h e r  a  m a g a z in e  o r  th e  m a c h in e r y  
s p a c e s  h a d  b e e n  h i t .  A  s p o u t  o f  f la m e , c lo t te d  w ith  
c h u n k s  a n d  b i ts  o f  m e ta l ,  r o s e  h u n d r e d s  o f  fe e t  in  th e  
a ir ,  a n d  th e  s h ip  h e e le d  o v e r  q u ic k ly . W e  c o u ld  see  
c le a r ly  th e  to p s  o f  h e r  tu r r e ts .  T h e  b a t t le  w as  o v e r .  
T h e  Kirishima w as  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  w as g o in g  d o w n  
as sh e  c i r c le d  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  W e  c e a s e d  f ir in g . T h e  
Washington h a d  f ire d  th e  first a n d  la s t s h o ts  o f  th e  b a t
tle . R in g in g  S a v o  w e r e  b u r n in g  h u lk s  a n d  b r o k e n  sh ip s . 
W h a t  w a s  le f t o f  th e  J a p  flee t w a s  f le e in g  w ild ly  to w a r d  
th e  n o r th w e s t .  T h e  th ir d  a n d  la s t  p h a s e  o f  th e  b a t t le  
w a s  o v e r . T h e  th ir d  a n d  g r e a te s t  a t t e m p t  b y  th e  J a p s  to  
w in  b a c k  G u a d a lc a n a l  h a d  e n d e d  in  d is a s te r .  . . .

T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  th e  s ig n a lm a n  s ta n d in g  o n  
T u l a g i  w a tc h e d  th e  e x p lo s io n  s p e w in g  o u t  o f  th e  Kiri- 
shima’s b e lly . F r o m  th e  l ig h t  c r e a t e d  b y  i t ,  th e y  c o u ld  
see  th e  J a p  b a t t le s h ip  s in k in g . T o  th e  m e n  o n  th e  cliff  
i t  s e e m e d  as  th o u g h  th e  g i a n t  b la s t  h a d  b e e n  a  s ig n a l  f o r  
th e  b a t t l e ’s e n d . T h e  f l ic k e r in g  o f  g u n f ir e  g r a d u a l ly  g o t  
f a r t h e r  a w a y  as  th e  b a t t le  d r i f te d  n o r th w e s tw a r d . S o o n
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th e  flash es d ie d  d o w n  c o m p le te ly ,  a n d  th e  o n ly  l ig h t in  
th e  b la c k n e s s  w a s  t h a t  o f  th e  f la re -u p  o f  b u r n in g  w re ck s .

“ S o m e b o d y  ju s t  to o k  a  h e l l  o f  a  b e a t in g ,”  sa id  th e  
s ig n a lm a n , “ a n d  i t  w a s n ’ t u s .”

O n  th e  b r id g e , th e  A d m ir a l  a n d  th e  C a p t a in  g a /e d  in 
to  th e  d a r k n e s s . T h e y  c o u ld  see  n o th in g . B u t th e  re 
p o r ts  o f  m o r e  c o n t a c t s  flo w ed  in . F o u r  sm a ll ta r g e ts  
h e a d in g  n o r th w e s t  a t  tw e n ty -n in e  k n o ts  w e re  b e in g  
t r a c k e d  by th e  m a in  b a t te r y .  T h e  Washington w as m a k 
in g  tw e n ty -s e v e n  k n o ts  f o llo w in g  th e m . A lew  tr a n s 
p o r ts  u n d e r  a  h e a v y  s m o k e -s c re e n  w e re  s n e a k in g  a w ay  
a r o u n d  S a v o . N o  r e p o r ts ,  h o w e v e r , o f  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  
o f  th e  South Dakota. T h e  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  officer c o u ld  
n o t  g e t  h e r  o n  a n y  o f  th e  r a d io s ,  n o r  c o u ld  o u r  r a d a r  
p ic k  h e r  u p . S h e  h a d  v a n is h e d .

S u d d e n ly  a h u g e  e x p lo s io n  c a m e  f r o m  o u r  s ta r b o a r d  
q u a r t e r .  T h e  e m p e r o r ’s b a t t le s h ip  Kirishima s lid  u n d e r  
th e  s e e th in g  w a t e r  to  a d d  its  h u lk  to  th e  w re c k e d  sh ip s  
th a t  g a v e  I r o n  B o t t o m  b a y  its  n a m e . O u t  o f  th e  c h a r t -  
h o u s e  c a m e  th e  n a v ig a t o r ,  a n d  in f o r m e d  th e  A d m ir a l  a n d  
C a p t a in  o f  o u r  p o s i t io n —n o r t h  o f  R u s s e ll  Is la n d . T h e  
J a p  in v a s io n  fleet h a d  b e e n  s h a t te r e d . W h a t  w as le f t o f  
th e  Ja p s  w e re  in  fu ll  f lig h t. T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  b o m 
b a r d m e n t  o f  H e n d e r s o n  F ie ld  th a t  n i g h t :  n o t w o u ld  th e  
Ja p s  e v e r  la n d  th e  fu ll  d iv is io n  o f  t r o o p s  w ith  e q u ip m e n t  
t h a t  h a d  c o m e  w i th  th e  w a rs h ip s  to  w ip e  o u t  o u r  n e a r ly  
s p e n t  M a r in e s  a n d  s o ld ie r s . T h e  J a p s  h a d  lo st G u a d a l 
c a n a l ,  w ith  a ll th e i r  t r o o p s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t .  O u r  first 
o ffe n s iv e  in  th e  P a c if ic  h a d  s tu c k .

T h e  tim e  w a s  n e a r ly  th r e e  in  th e  m o r n in g . A t  th e  
A d m i r a l ’s c o m m a n d , th e  s h ip  h e a d e d  s o u th  a n d  s lo w e d  
to  tw e n ty -o n e  k n o ts . T h e  c re w , e x h a u s te d  b y  n e a r ly  
tw e n ty -f o u r  h o u r s  o f  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  th e  s t r a in  o f  
g r u e l in g  b a t t le ,  d r o p p e d  w h e r e  th e y  w e re  a n d  s le p t .

A .  f e w  h o u r s  a f t e r w a r d , th e  South Dakota, w h ic h  
h a d  a ll  h e r  r a d io s  s h o t  a w a y , r e p a i r e d  a  t r a n s m it te r  a n d  
c o n t a c t e d  th e  Washington. S o m e w h e r e  to  th e  s o u th  th e  
d a m a g e d  b a t t le s h ip  w a s  l im p in g  a lo n g ;  a  m e e t in g  w as  
a r r a n g e d .  C lo s e  to  G u a d a lc a n a l  in  th e  e a r ly  m o r n in g  
th e  d e s tr o y e r  Benham, h i t  b y  a  to r p e d o  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re ,  
b r o k e  in  tw o  a n d  s a n k . T h e  Gwinn, s o le  s u r v iv o r  o f  o u r  
f o u r  d e s tr o y e rs , p u l le d  off th e  Benham’s c re w .

A s th e  Washington a n d  South Dakota s te a m e d  to  r e 
jo in ,  th e  s c o r e  f o r  th e  n i g h t  w a s  to ta le d  u p . A lo n e  th e  
Washington h a d  s u n k  o n e  b a t t le s h ip , a n o th e r  b a t t le s h ip  
o r  h e a v y  c r u is e r ,  a n d  o n e  d e s tr o y e r .  T h e  South Dakota’s 
g u n s  h a d  s e n t tw o  m o r e  c ru is e rs  to  th e  b o t to m , a n d  o u r  
d e s tr o y e r s  h a d  a ls o  s u n k  a  J a p  d e s tr o y e r .  T h e  c o m b in e d  
fire  o f  th e  Washington a n d  South Dakota h a d  s u n k  a n 
o t h e r  c r u is e r .  T w o  m o r e  c ru is e rs , a n  u n d e te r m in e d  
n u m b e r  o f  d e s tr o y e rs , a n d  n in e  t r a n s p o r ts  a n d  l ig h te r  
c r a f t  h a d  b e e n  s e v e re ly  d a m a g e d  in  th e  h e a v y  fig h tin g .  
T h e  first s u r f a c e  e n g a g e m e n t  in m o d e r n  n a v a l  h is to r y  
f o r  U . S. b a t t le s h ip s  h a d  p r o v e d  th e i r  w o r th :  th e y  h a d  
s a v e d  o u r  in v a s io n  o f  th e  S o lo m o n s .

T h e  n i g h t  b a t t le s  off G u a d a lc a n a l  p r e s a g e d  o u r  p u s h  
th r o u g h  th e  P a c if ic . T h e y  f o r m e d  th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  th e . 
s tr u g g le  t h a t  b r o k e  th e  b a c k  o f  J a p a n ’s n a v a l  p o w e r . 
N e v e r  a g a in  c o u ld  th e  J a p s  m u s te r  e n o u g h  fo rc e  s e ri
o u sly  to  c h a l le n g e  o u r  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  se a . T h e  c l i m a x  
o f  th e  P a c if ic  n a v a l  w a r  h a d  b e e n  r e a c h e d ,  a n d  th e  J a p s ’ 
s t r e n g t h  o n  th e  s e a  w a s  o n  th e  w a n e . T h e  s e a  t r iu m p h s  
o f  th e  c ru is e rs  a n d  o f  o u r  f o r c e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
c l e a r - c u t  d e c is io n s  o f  a l l  t im e s . T h e  c a t a s t r o p h ic  J a p  
lo sses f o r  b o th  b a t t le s  in  s u n k e n  s h ip s  a lo n e  s to o d  a t  
tw o , p o ss ib ly  t h r e e  b a t t le s h ip s , s ix  h e a v y  c ru is e rs , tw o  
l i g h t  c ru is e rs , s ix  d e s tr o y e rs , e ig h t  t r a n s p o r t s  w i th  p e r 
h a p s  tw e n ty -f o u r  th o u s a n d  d r o w n e d  m e n , a n d  f o u r  c a r g o  
s h ip s —a  to ta l  o f  tw e n ty -n in e  sh ip s  s u n k . A g a in s t  th e se  
s e r io u s  J a p  lo sses, tw o  o f  o u r  c ru is e rs  a n d  s e v e n  d e s tr o y e rs  
w e r e  s u n k . T h e  c a la m ity  o f  th e  d e f e a t  s u ffe re d  b y  th e  
J a p  flee t in  th e  G u a d a lc a n a l  b a t t le  p r o b a b ly  e x p l a in e d



th is  m a s te r p ie c e  o f  u n d e r s ta te m e n t  m a d e  a t  th e  tim e  b y  
th e  f o r m e r  C o m m a n d e r  in  C h i e f  o f  th e  J a p a n e s e  N a v y ,  
A d m ir a l  S a n k ic k i T a k a s h i ,  w h o  s a id :

" W e  m u s t r e c k o n  w ith  f u r t h e r  h e a v y  f ig h tin g  in  th e  
S o lo m o n s .” T h e  o n ly  sh ip  u n h a r m e d  b y  th e  s lig h te s t  
s c r a tc h  in  o u r  b a t t le  w a s  th e  Washington. Y e t  th e  to n 
n a g e  o f  sh ip s  s u n k  a n d  d a m a g e d  by th e  d e a d ly  fire  o f  
h e r  g u n s  w as th e  la r g e s t  to t a l  th a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  s u n k  
b y  a n y  o n e  sh ip  in  a  s in g le  e n g a g e m e n t .  I t  w a s  a  fe a t  
u n e q u a le d  in  th e  a n n a ls  o f  N a v a l  w a r f a r e .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  
h a d  su ch  firs t-class  w a rs h ip s  b e e n  s m a s h e d  so q u ic k ly  
w ith  n o  h u r t  to  th e  v ic to r .  I n  th r e e  m in u te s  o f  m a in -  
b a t te r y  f irin g  th e  Washington h a d  su n k  a  J a p  b a t t le s h ip  
o r  h e a v y  c r u is e r  in  th e  o p e n in g  p h a s e  o f  th e  b a t t le .  
L a t e r ,  w h e n  th e  Kirishima a n d  th e  Washington c a m e  to  
b lo w s, o n ly  five a n d  o n e  h a l f  m in u te s  o f  f ir in g  t im e  w e re  
n e c e s s a ry  to  r ip  th e  e n e m y  s h ip  to  p ie ce s  a n d  s e n d  h e r  
to  th e  b o t to m . T h e  o t h e r  c r u is e r s ,  d e s tr o y e r s ,  t r a n s p o r ts ,  
a n d  s m a lle r  sh ip s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  r a k e d  b y  o u r  s e c o n d a r y  
b a t te r y  w e re  o v e r w h e lm e d  b y  s u c h  r a p id  f ir in g  t h a t  th e  
J a p s  b e lie v e d  th e  N a v y  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  a m e th o d  f o r  
lo a d in g  th e  fiv e -in ch  g u n s  lik e  m a c h in e -g u n s .

E a r ly  in  th e  f o r e n o o n  o f  th e  d a y  f o llo w in g  th e  b a t t le ,  
w h e n  th e  Washington a n d  South Dakota h a d  jo in e d  ju s t  
s o u th  o f  G u a d a lc a n a l ,  th e  c o lo r s  o f  b o th  sh ip s  w e r e  h a lf-  
m a s te d  w h ile  th e  South Dakotn b t i r e d  h e r  m a n y  g a l la n t  
d e a d . A n d  th e n  th e  b l in k in g  s ig n a l lig h ts  b e g a n  to  
f lick e r  fro m  th e  Washington.

“ T a k e  s ta t io n  f o r  a  m a in  b a t te r y  o ffse t p r a c t i c e ,” r e a d  
th e  m e ssa g e  f ro m  A d m ir a l  L e e .  S u re , th e  b a t t le  h a d  
b e e n  w o n  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e , b u t  th e  w a r  w a s  n o t  o v e r .  
A n y  th o u g h ts  th e  c re w  m ig h t  h a v e  h a d  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  
r e l a x  o r  r e s t  o n  th e ir  la u r e ls  a f te r  s o u n d ly  t r o u n c in g  th e  
Ja p s , w as d is p e lle d  w h e n  th e  m e n  w e re  f o rc e d  to  g o  to  
th e ir  p o sts  a g a in  f o r  d r i l l .  T h e  tw o  s h ip s  s e p a r a te d ,  
a n d  a t  tw e n ty -fiv e  th o u s a n d  y a r d s  th e  Washington fired  
th u n d e r o u s  s a lv o s  a t  th e  South Dakota’s w a k e . L ik e  
th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e , w h e n  n o t a  s in g le  s p o t h a d  b e e n  n e c e s 
sa ry , a ll  s a lv o s  s m a c k e d  in to  th e  w a k e  f o r  h its . T h e  
Washington s til l  h a d  its  s h o o t in g  ey e .

A f t e r  t h e  m id -N o v e m b e r  a c tio n s , th e  n a v a l  f ig h tin g  
a r o u n d  th e  S o lo m o n s  d e c r e a s e d  in  s c o p e . W h i le  th e  
s m a lle r , b u t ju st as b lo o d y  s e a -b a t t le s  w e r e  b e in g  f o u g h t  
in  th e  c o n fin e d  w a te rs  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  is la n d s , th e  Wash
ington p a t r o l le d  n e a r  b y  b u t  w a s  n e v e r  a c t iv e ly  e n g a g e d .  
T h e  J a p s  n e v e r  a g a in  b r o u g h t  d o w n  a n y  h e a v y  s h ip s  to  
risk  in  b a t t le .

L a t e r  in  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 4 4  th e  in v a s io n  o f  th e  M a r s h a lls  
w as c a lle d  f o r  in  th e  t im e ta b le  o f  o u r  P a c if ic  c o m m a n d 
e rs . T h e  h e a r t  o f  th e se  is la n d s  w a s  a  s m a ll s e a  b o u n d e d  
b y  th e  r in g  o f  s t r o n g  e n e m y  b ases . T h r o u g h  th e  b a r r ie r  
a n d  in to  th e  J a p a n e s e -c o n t r o l l e d  w a te r s  th e  Washington 
s te a m e d  w ith  a  c a r r i e r  ta sk  f o r c e  o n e  d a r k  n ig h t .  A t  
su n ris e  th e  c a r r i e r  p la n e s  s tr u c k  a n d  w ith in  a n  h o u r  
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  a i r  w a s  g a in e d . A n  e n e m y  ta n k e r  a n d  
th r e e  s m a lle r  c r a f t  w e re  s u r p r is e d  a n d  s u n k  b y  th e  
m u r d e r o u s  fire  o f  th e  Washington’s g u n s . O n e  d a y  b e 
f o r e  D  D a y  th e  sh ip , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  th e  jo b  o f  
s o f te n in g  u p  th e  m a in  J a p  is la n d  o f  K w a ja le in , b e g a n  
th e  b o m b a r d m e n t  w h ic h  b la n k e te d  th e  e n e m ie s  s h o r e  
d e fe n se s . T w o  s m o th e r in g  sessio n s  o f  b o m b a r d m e n t  in 
te rs p e rse d  w ith  c a r r i e r  p la n e  a s sa u lts  s ta r te d  tr e m e n d o u s  
fires o n  th e  a to l l .  I n  c o u n te r  b a t te r y  d u e ls  th e  Washing
ton’s g u n s  s m a s h e d  n u m e r o u s  J a p  e m p la c e m e n ts  a n d  
p o s itio n s . T h e  M a r s h a lls  w e re  s o o n  o v e r w h e lm e d  a n d  
d o m in a te d  by o u r  flee t, w h ic h  a llo w e d  th e  a m p h ib io u s  
f o rc e s  to  s to r m  a s h o r e .

L e a v in g  th e  M a r s h a lls  th e  tr e m e n d o u s  in v a s io n  f o r c e  
h e a d e d  w e s tw a rd . A f te r  f o u r  d a y s  o f  s te a m in g  u n d e 
te c te d , th e  c a r r ie r  p la n e s  f ille d  th e  a i r  as  th e y  to o k  off  
a n d  w in g e d  to w a r d  th e  M a r ia n a s .  F o r  tw o  d a y s  th e  
s u r p r is e d  J a p s  w e re  p la s te r e d  u n d e r  a  h a i l  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n

f r o m  th e  a i r .  T h e n  th e  Washington w i th  o t h e r  fa st  
b a t t le s h ip s  m o v e d  in  f o r  th e  fin a l c r u s h in g  b lo w . T h e  
b a t t le w a g o n s  o p e n e d  u p  w i th  th e i r  b ig  g u n s  a n d  p o u n d 
e d  th e  s h o r e  d e fe n s e s  o f  S a ip a n  a n d  T i n i a n  u n m e r c i 
f u lly . W i t h  th e  w a y  p a v e d  b y  a  tr e m e n d o u s  to n n a g e  o f  
sh e lls  a n d  e x p lo s iv e s , th e  a m p h i b io u s  f o rc e s  c a m e  u p  
a n d  b e g a n  th e  a s s a u lt .  R e l ie v e d ,  th e  Washington w ith  
a  c a r r i e r  ta s k  f o r c e  to o k  s ta t io n  in  th e  P h i l i p p in e  S ea  
to  c o v e r  a g a in s t  a n y  a t t e m p t  b y  th e  J a p s  to  lash  o u t  a t  
s h ip s  m a ss e d  f o r  th e  la n d in g s .

I n September  of  1944, w h ile  U n i te d  S ta te s  tr o o p s  
la n d e d  a t  P a la u  a n d  M o r o ta i ,  th e  Washington h o v e r e d  
in  fu ll  s ig h t o f  th e  c o a s t  o f  L u z o n .  I t  w as th e  first s u r fa c e  
fo rc e  to  c o m e  w ith in  s ig h t o f  th o s e  la n d s  s in c e  th e  J a p s  
h a d  w o n  B a t a a n  a n d  C o r r e g id o r .  W h e n  M a c A r t h u r  a n d  
h is t r o o p s  p o u r e d  a s h o r e  a t  L e y te ,  th e  Washington s tr u c k  
F o r m o s a  a n d  O k in a w a . T h r o u g h o u t  th e  fa ll  o f  1944 
th e  Washington w a s  a t t a c h e d  to  c a r r i e r  ta sk  fo rc e s  w h ic h  
r o a m e d  u n m o le s te d  a n d  d e f ia n t  w est o f  th e  P h il ip p in e s  
b e tw e e n  o u r  la n d in g  f o rc e s  a n d  th e  e n e m y .

W h e n  o u r  tr o o p s  la n d e d  in  L in g a y e n  G u lf  in  th e  
P h il ip p in e s , a  ta sk  f o r c e  c o n t a in i n g  th e  Washington 
e n te r e d  th e  S o u th  C h i n a  S ea  a n d  a t ta c k e d  S a ig o n  a n d  
H o n g  K o n g , f t  w a s  th e  first s u r f a c e  f o r c e  to  c o m e  in  
s ig h t o f  th e  e a s te r n  s h o re s  o f  th e  C o n t in e n t  o f  A s ia . In  
F e b r u a r y  o f  1 9 4 5  c a m e  th e  g r e a t  T o k y o  r a id s . A f te r  
f ig h tin g  c l e a r  t h r o u g h  th e  P a c if ic  f ro m  th e  d a y s  o f  o u r  
first o ffe n s iv e  a t  G u a d a lc a n a l ,  th e  Washington s to o d  a t  
last o n  th e  d o o r s t e p  o f  th e  e n e m y ’s c a p i t a l  c i ty .  T h e  
Washington b o m b a r d e d  I w o  J in ia  o n  II  D a y  a n d  fo r  
th r e e  d a y s  la t e r ,  as th e  J a p s  w e re  r o o te d  o u t  o f  th e ir  
r a v e s  b y  th e  im m e n s e  w e ig h t  o f  e x p lo s iv e s . A t O k in a w a ,  
d u r i n g  th e  b lo o d ie s t  is la n d  f ig h tin g  in  th e  e n t i r e  P a c if ic  
c a m p a ig n ,  th e  Washington to o k  h e r  s ta t io n  to  b la s t  
o p e n  a w ay  f o r  th e  a d v a n c in g  s o ld ie r s  a n d  m a r in e s .  
M o r e  T o k y o  s tr ik e s , m o r e  C h i n a  c o a s t  r a id s ,  a n d  m o r e  
b o m b a r d m e n ts  c o n t in u e d  to  k e e p  th e  Washington in  th e  
v a n  as  o u r  a i r ,  la n d  a n d  s e a  f o rc e s  f o rg e d  a h e a d  to  v ic to r y .

A n d  so th r o u g h  th e  g r e a t  n a v a l  a c t io n s  a n d  o p e r a t io n s  
o f  th is  w a r  th e  s h ip  h a s  s te a m e d , c a r r y in g  th e  f ig h t to  
th e  g r o g g y  e n e m y , w h o  b y  n o w  m u s t c u r s e  th e  n a m e  
“ W a s h i n g t o n .” A lth o u g h  a  p r o b a b le  to ta l  o f  s ix  t h o u 
s a n d  J a p s  h a v e  b e e n  k ille d  by th e  m u r d e r o u s  fire  o f  th e  
Washington, n o t  o n e  s in g le  m a n  a b o a r d  h e r  h a s  b e e n  
lo st to  th e  e n e m y . S h e  h a s  b e e n  lu c k y , y es; b u t  s till  s u c h  
c o n s is te n c y  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  m u s t  re fle c t  th e  c a l ib e r  o f  
h e r  c a p t a i n  a n d  h e r  c re w . O n  m a n y  o c c a s io n s  sh e  m ig h t  
h a v e  b e e n  b a d ly  d a m a g e d  o r  s u n k ; b u t a lw a y s  q u ic k  
a n d  a c c u r a t e  w o rk  by th e  s h ip  h a s  o v e r p o w e r e d  th e  
e n e m y . T h e  b e s t d e f e n s e  is a  g o o d  o ffe n se , a n d  u n d e r  th e  
h a m m e r in g  o f  th e  Washington’s g u n s , th e  e n e m y  h a s  
n e v e r  b e e n  g iv e n  a  c h a n c e  to  d e l iv e r  a m o r t a l  b lo w .

T h e  few  m e n  o f  th e  o r ig i n a l  c re w  th a t  a r e  s till  le f t  
a b o a r d  lo o k  b a c k  o c c a s io n a l ly  o v e r  th e i r  f o u r  y e a rs  o f  
h is to r y -m a k in g . A s  th e  few  o ld -t im e r s  g a t h e r  in  so m e  
c o r n e r  o f  th e  w e a t h e r  d e c k s  in  th e  d a r k e n in g  l ig h t o f  
e v e n in g , th e y  th in k  b a c k  to  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  s h ip .  
T h e y  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  th e y  r e p o r te d  a b o a r d ,  n e w  m e n  
b e in g  in t r o d u c e d  to  a  n e w  s h ip . T h e  p la n k  o w n e rs  s till  
g e t a th r i l l  w h e n  th e y  r e c a l l  th e  d a y  o f  th e  p r o u d  w a r 
s h ip ’s c o m m is s io n in g . T h e y  w in c e  w h e n  th e y  th in k  o f  
th e  b a c k -b r e a k in g  la b o r  a n d  c o u n tle s s  d r i l ls  th e y  e n 
d u r e d  to  m a k e  th e  s h ip  r e a d y  f o r  w a r .  T h e y  s h iv e r  
w h e n  th e y  r e c a l l  th e  c o ld  o f  th e  A r c t i c  w h ile  th e y  tr ie d  
to  c o v e r  th e  u n f o r t u n a t e  M u r m a n s k  r u n s . B u t  a b o v e  
a ll ,  th e y  s til l  fee l th e  s a m e  o ld  c l u t c h  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  w h e n  
th e y  r e m e m b e r  th a t  d a r k  n ig h t  off S a v o  I s la n d  in  th e  
S o lo m o n s  as  th e y  w a tc h e d  a n d  w a i te d  f o r  th e  first s ig n  
o f  th e  J a p s .  A n d  th e  m e n  g lo w  w ith  p r id e  as  th e y  r e c a l l  
h o w  th e  m u r d e r o u s  fire  o f  th e  Washington’s g u n s  h a c k e d  
a n d  s la s h e d  a t  th e  J a p a n e s e  b a t t le s h i p  Kirishima as  th e  
t id e  o f  w a r  w a s  tu r n e d  in  th e  P a c if ic .



MA N Y  w o rd s  w e  u s e  o w e  
th e ir  b e in g  to  m e n  o f  ta l 
e n t  a n d  a c t io n ,  b o th  c r e d 
i ta b le  a n d  o d io u s . O n  th e  

b r i g h t  s id e , th e  G r e e k  p h i lo s o p h e r  
P l a t o  le n d s  h is  n a m e  to  p l a t o n i c  lo v e ,  
a n  id e a l  o f  c o m p a n i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  n o t  b a s e d  o n  s e x . A  
s in is te r  e ty m o lo g y  lu rk s  b e h in d  th e  
i n n o c e n t  w o r d  derrick. D e r r i c k  w a s  a  
S e v e n te e n th  C e n t u r y  h a n g m a n  o p e r 
a t i n g  o n  T y b u r n  H i l l ,  a  L o n d o n  g a l 
lo w s. H e  in v e n te d  a  s o r t  o f  c r a n e  to  
h e lp  h o is t  h is  v ic t im s  in to  p o s i t io n .

T h i s  q u iz  c o v e r s  te n  c a se s , b o th  
a n c ie n t  a n d  m o d e r n ,  o f  m e n ’s n a m e s  
t h a t  h a v e  e n te r e d  o u r  la n g u a g e .

G e t  s e v e n  r ig h t ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  s p e ll 
in g , a n d  y o u  a r e  d o in g  w e ll . E i g h t  to  
te n  r i g h t  m e a n s  y o u r  m e n ta l  f u r n i t u r e  
is in  fin e r e p a ir .

1. A n y  y o u n g  m a n  c a l le d  by th is  
n a m e  su g g e sts  g a y e ty  a n d  c h a r m , a  s a r 
to r ia l ly  e le g a n t  b e in g  w h o s e  m a in  c o n 
c e r n  is d re s s . T h e  o r ig i n a l  o f  th e  
n a m e  w a s  a l l  o f  th a t ,  b u t  h is  c a r e e r  
w as a s  t r a g ic  a s  Pagliacci’s. W i t  a n d  
f a s h io n -p a c e r  o f  G e o r g e  I l l ’s E n g la n d ,  
h e  w a s  th e  c r o n y  o f  r o y a l ty ,  a n  a r m y  
c a p ta i n  a n d  bon vivant. H is  c o s tu m e  
e x tr a v a g a n c e s  a n d  g a m in g  h a b i ts  r a n  
th r o u g h  a  th ir ty - t h o u s a n d - p o u n d  f o r 
tu n e . F l e e in g  h is  c r e d i to r s ,  h e  f in a lly  
w o u n d  u p  in  d e b to r s ’ p r is o n , to  b e  
r e s c u e d  b y  f r ie n d s  a n d  a llo w e d  a  p i t 
ta n c e  to  liv e  o n . H is  s p i r i t  w as  b r o k 
e n , h o w e v e r , a n d  h e  t u r n e d  s lo p p y  
a n d  u n k e m p t .  B lu n t ly ,  h e  w a s  a  b u m .  
A  f o p  n o  m o r e ,  h e  d ie d  in  a  F r e n c h  in 
s a n e  a s y lu m , i r o n ic  c o n c lu s io n  to  a  li fe  
o f  p e a c o c k  v a n i ty .  B u t  h is  n a m e  
b lo o m s  f o r e v e r ,  m a r k in g  e v e r y  d a n d y  
a s  a  

2 .  T h e  a r t  o f  b o x i n g  is m a n ly , d u e  
to  th e  s c r u p u lo u s  r u le s  g o v e r n in g  i t .  
J o h n  G r a h a m  C h a m b e r s ,  E n g l i s h  a t h 
le te  a n d  C a n t a b r ig ia n ,  w a s  firs t to  d e 
f in e  amateur in  a th le t i c s  a n d  to  f o r m 
u l a te  r u le s  f o r  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  b o x in g .  
H e  d id  so  in  1 8 6 7  u n d e r  th e  s p o n s o r 
s h ip  a n d  s u p e rv is io n  o f  S ir  J o h n  S h o l-  
to  D o u g la s ,  p e e r  o f  S c o t la n d  a n d  p e e r 
less  p a t r o n  o f  th e  p r iz e -r in g . I t  is 
D o u g la s ’ n a m e  t h a t  id e n tif ie s  th e  f a m 
o u s  r u le s . H is  n o b le  t i t le  g a v e  th e  
s p o r t  g e n t le m a n ly  im p e tu s  w i th  th e  
M a r q u is  o f ...........................................r u le s .

3 . P e o p le  a r e  in c l in e d  to  c r e d i t  
R u d y a r d  K ip l in g  w i th  th e  p o p u la r  
n a m e  f o r  th e  B r i t i s h  s o ld ie r .  I n  1 8 1 5 ,  
lo n g  b e f o r e  th e  b a r r a c k -r o o m  b a l la d -  
e e r  w a s  b o r n , th e  n a m e  w a s  u s e d  as  a  
s a m p le  in  “ T h e  S o ld ie r ’s A c c o u n t  
B o o k ,”  m u c h  as  la w y e rs  u se  th e  n a m e  
John Doe. K ip l in g ’s p o e t i c  c h r o n ic le s  
g a v e  w o rld -w id e  sw e e p  to  its  f a m e , so  
th a t  i t  is n o w  f a m il ia r  e v e r y w h e re .  
T o d a y ,  a  B r i t is h  s o ld ie r  is s t i l l  a ..............
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4 .  O s tr a c is m  o f  a  d e a l e r  o r  p e r s o n
m u s t  b e  as  o ld  as  m a n , t h o u g h  i t  w a s  
g iv e n  a  d e f in ite  n a m e  in  th e  I r e l a n d  o f  
1 8 8 0 .  A  r e t i r e d  B r i t i s h  a r m y  c a p ta i n  
w a s  a n  a g e n t  f o r  s o m e  e s ta te s  in  
C o u n ty  M a y o , w h e r e  h e  h a d  g r e a t  
d iffic u lty  in  s e t t l in g  th e  r e n t  c h a r g e s .  
T h e  I r is h  L a n d  L e a g u e  m a d e  th in g s  
h o t  f o r  h i m  b y  th r e a t e n i n g  h is  life , 
t e a r i n g  d o w n  f e n c e s  a n d  e v e n  tr y in g  
to  s ta r v e  h i m  o u t .  M i l i ta r y  f o r c e  w as  
r e q u i r e d  to  g e t  in  h is  c r o p s . F r o m  a n  
a c t iv e  r e s i s ta n c e  to  a  p e r s o n , th e  w o rd  
h a s  s h if te d  in  v a lu e  to  m e a n  th e  “ p l a c 
in g  in  C o v e n tr y ” o f  a n y  d e a l e r  o r  p e r 
s o n . T h i s  f o r m  o f  p u b l ic  s tr ik e  is n o w  
k n o w n  by th e  i l l - s ta r r e d  c a p t a i n ’s 
n a m e , ...........................

5 .  A  c o m p a r a t iv e l y  s m a ll  d e t a i l  o f  a
p a i n t e r ’s a r t  is e n o u g h  to  p la c e  h i m  in  
o u r  la n g u a g e . A  S e v e n te e n th  C e n t u r y  
F le m is h  p a i n t e r  b e c a m e  a  b y w o r d  by  
v i r tu e  o f  h is  b e a r d s . A l t h o u g h  h e  
p a i n te d  m a n y  r e l ig io u s  p i c t u r e s  a n d  
p o r t r a i t s  o f  r o y a l t y ,  h is  n a m e  is f a 
m i l ia r  e v e n  to  th e  in a r t i s t i c  b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  t r im  w h is k e rs  in  m a n y  o f  h is  
w o rk s . S h o r t ,  p o in t e d  c h in  a d o r n 
m e n ts ,  n e a t ly  g r o o m e d , a r e  tr a d e m a r k s  
f o r  th o s e  w h o  s p o r t ..................- - b e a r d s .

6 . A  s im ila r  h i r s u te  d e t a i l  i n c o r p o 
r a t e d  a n o t h e r  p a i n t e r ’s n a m e  in t o  o u r  
to n g u e . A n  e a r ly  R e n a i s s a n c e  p a i n t e r  
e n d o w e d  h is  m o d e ls  w i th  a  b e a u t i f u l  
c o p p e r y  h u e  o f  h a i r .  F i c t i o n  w r i te r s  
e v e r  s in c e  h a v e  d e l ig h te d  to  m a k e  
h e r o in e s  r e jo ic e  in  h a i r  o f  th e  s a m e  
c o lo r .  N o w , a n y  h a i r  g l e a m in g  w ith  
a  s u b d u e d  t in g e  o f  r e d  is k n o w n  by  
th is  p a i n t e r ’s n a m e , in  lo w e r  c a se ,

7 . A n  E n g l is h  t r a v e l i n g  a g e n t  is th e  
f a th e r  o f  m o d e r n  to u r in g .  N u r s in g  
id e a s  in  a d v a n c e  o f  h is  t im e , h e  c r e 
a te d  tr a v e l  c o n d it io n s  m u c h  as  F o r d  
c r e a te s  c a r s —in  th e  m a ss , f o r  th e  m a ss 
es, a n d  v e r y  g o o d  in  th e  b a r g a i n .  H e  
b e g a n  b y  c h a r t e r i n g  r a i l r o a d  t r a in s  fo r  
m in o r  e x c u r s io n s , e x p a n d i n g  to  C o n t i 
n e n ta l  a n d  A m e r i c a n  t r a v e l .  H is  in 

n o v a t io n s  in c lu d e d  g u id e d  to u r s , f ix e d  
h o te l  r a te s  a m i  e c o n o m ic a l  c h a r g e s — 
ju s t  w h a t  th e  m o d e s t  t r a v e le r  n e e d e d .  
T o d a y ,  p e o p le  a r e  s til l  e m b a r k in g  o n  
- - - - ’s to u r s .

8 . E a c h  t id e  o f  w a r  w a s h e s  u p  n e w
w o rd s  o n  th e  s t r a n d  o f  la n g u a g e , lik e  
tank, flat-top, bazooka, e tc .  M o r e  r a r e 
ly , a  m a n ’s n a m e  m a k e s  th e  g r a d e ,  
th r o u g h  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  h is  a c t io n s .  
T h e  o u t s ta n d in g  e x a m p l e  o f  W o r ld  
W a r  II  is th e  N o r w e g ia n  tu r n c o a t  
w h o  r o d e  th e  h u g e , d e c e p t iv e  w a v e  o f  
th e  N a z i  f u tu r e .  H is  n a m e  is n o w  a p 
p l ie d  to  a ll  t r a i to r s  to  th e ir  c o u n tr y ,  
as a  c o m m o n  w o rd . N o r w a y  tr ie d  a n d  
c o n d e m n e d  h im  as a .............................

9 . T h o u g h  a c k n o w le d g e d  as  a  m il i 
ta r y  g e n iu s , th is  G r e e k  k in g ’s v ic to r ie s  
m a k e  th e  w in n in g  s id e  s h u d d e r .  B o r n  
m o r e  th a n  th r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a rs  B . C .,  
th is  k in g  o f  E p i r u s  t r o u n c e d  th e  R o m 
a n s  tw ic e , a t  H e r a c l e a  a n d  A s c u lu m .  
A b o u t  A s c u lu m , h e  m a d e  th e  b i t te r ,  
p o in t e d  r e m a r k  t h a t  is n o w  c la s s ic : 
“ O n e  m o r e  s u c h  v i c t o r y  o v e r  th e  R o m 
a n s , a n d  w e  a r e  u t te r ly  u n d o n e .” E v 
e r y  l iv in g  g e n e r a l ,  f r ie n d  o r  fo e , h e a r t 
ily  s u b s c r ib e s  to  h is  s e n tim e n ts .  S u c h  
d e a r ly -b o u g h t  b a t t le s  a r e  n a m e d  a f te r  
th e  E p i r o t e  k in g  a s ........................v ic to r ie s .

1 0 . I n  a n  a n c ie n t  c o u n tr y  s o u th e a s t
o f  th e  C a s p ia n  S e a , a  w a r lik e  r a c e  s u c 
c u m b e d  to  th e  P e r s ia n s  a n d  to  th e  
G r e e k s  u n d e r  A le x a n d e r ,  b u t  su cce ss 
f u lly  r e s is te d  th e  R o m a n s .  T h e i r  
n a m e  c o m e s  d o w n  to  u s  as  a  fin e w o rd  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  s ty le  o f  c o m b a t .  T h e y  
w e r e  a r c h e r s  e x c lu s iv e ly , a n d  f o u g h t  
o n  h o r s e b a c k  lik e  A m e r i c a n  I n d ia n s .  
T h i s  s u p p o s e d  T u r k o m a n  p e o p le  h a d  
th e  p e c u l ia r  t a c t i c  o f  l e t t i n g  fly w ith  
a  s h a f t  a n d  th e n  t u r n in g  ta i l  in  b ris
t l in g  r e t r e a t .  B e c a u s e  o f  th e se  d e a d ly  
le a v e -ta k in g s , a n y  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  a r 
r o w  lo o s e d  b y  a  d e p a r t i n g  s p e a k e r  is 
c a l le d  a ....................... s h o t .

A n s w e r s :

1. B e a u  B r u m m e l l  (G e o rg t  
B r y a n  B r u m m e l l ) ,  1 7 7 8  
1 8 4 0 .

2 . M a r q u is  o f  Q u e e n s b e r ry .  
1 8 4 4 -1 9 0 0 .

3 . T o m m y  A tk in s .
4 .  B o v c o t t ,  C h a r le s  C u n n in g  

h a m , 1 8 3 2 -1 8 9 7 .
5 . V a n d y k e  o r  V a n  D y ck , Sit 

A n th o n y ,  1 5 9 9 -1 6 4 1 .
6 . T i t i a n  (V e c e ll i  T i z i a n o ) . 

1 4 7 7 -1 5 7 6  ( I ) .
7 . T h o m a s  C o o k , 1 8 0 8 -1 8 9 2 .
8 .  V id k u n  Q u is lin g .
9 . P y r r h i c ,  a d je c t iv e  f ro n t P y r  

r h u s , 3 1 8 7 -2 7 2  B . C .
10. P a r t h i a n ,  n a t iv e  o f  P a r th ia .
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In E n g la n d  o u r  t r e a s u r e -s e e k e r s  p u t  t h e ir

MINE-DETECTOR ON A STRANGE QUEST—AND 
THEREBY HANGS THIS DRAMATIC TALE

fcy H. BEDFORD-JONES

TH E  th r e e  o f  u s —I ,  B i l l  C a r -  
s o n , a n d  h is  tw o  p a ls , M u r 
c h is o n  a n d  th e  V ic o m te  d e  
G o n d y —s a t  in  c o n f e r e n c e  in  
th e  s u n n y  la n d  o f  F r a n c e ,  r e a c h i n g  

a  v i ta l  d e c is io n .
“ I ’m  fe d  u p  w i th  i t , ”  s n a p p e d ,  

M u r c h is o n .  " L e t ’s g o  to  E n g l a n d .” 
“ T h e r e  a r e  d if f ic u ltie s ,”  m u r m u r e d  

G o n d y  th o u g h tf u l ly :  “ T h e  la w  a n d  
s u c h  th in g s .”

“ N o n s e n s e !”  M u r c h  w a s  sk in n y ,  
o p in i o n a t e d ,  a n d  a t  t im e s  a  s tu b b o r n  
ass. H e  a n d  I  h a d  b e e n  p a ls  f ro m  
b o y h o o d  d a y s , a l l  t h r o u g h  th e  w a r ,  
a n d  s t i l l  w e r e . H e  w a s  a  g o o d  g u y .  
“ W e ’v e  b e e n  b a r g i n g  a r o u n d  E u r o p e ,  
a n d  I ’m  s ic k  o f  it .  W e  r u n  in t o  t r o u 
b le  e v e r y w h e r e . L e t ’s g o  b a c k  w h e r e  
p e o p le  ta l k  th e  s a m e  l a n g u a g e .”

“ I f  y o u  m e a n  E n g l a n d ,  th e y  d o n ’t , ” 
I  p u t  in  w i th  a  c h u c k le .  “ I  s e e m  to  
r e m e m b e r ,  w h e n  w e  w e r e  b i l le te d  
th e r e ,  w h a t  a  t i m e  y o u  h a d  t r y i n g  to  
sa v v y  th o s e  n o n c o m s —”

G o n d y ’s e y es , d a r k  a n d  b r i l l ia n t ,  
tw in k le d  a t  u s , b u t  h e  s a id  n o th i n g .

" L o o k ,”  w e n t  o n  M u r c h is o n :  “ T h i s  
g a d g e t  o f  o u r s  w ill  l o c a t e  b u r ie d  
t r e a s u r e ;  w e ’v e  p r o v e d  i t  t o  th e  h i l t .  
W h a t  h a p p e n s ?  F i r s t ,  G o n d y ’s  e x 
r e la t iv e  F e l i c e  t r ie s  t o  m u r d e r  u s  a l l ,  
a n d  k e e p s  a f t e r  u s . S h e  k n o w s  w h a t  a  
b ig  th in g  w e  h a v e ;  s h e  w a n ts  i t  h e r 
se lf , a ls o  th e  l o o t  w e  d i g  u p .  A n d  w e  
h i t  n o th i n g  b u t  t r o u b l e  e v e r y w h e r e .  
I ’m  f e d  u p  w i th  i t .  T h e r e ’s  m o r e  
b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e  in  E n g l a n d  t h a n  in  a ll  
F r a n c e  p u t  t o g e th e r .  L e t ’s g o  b a c k  
th e r e .”

G o n d y  n o d d e d  b r ig h t l y .  “ O h , t h a t ’s 
t r u e  e n o u g h ,”  h e  s a id . “ S o m e  e n o r 
m o u s  fin d s h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  I  k n o w  
th is  m in u te  o f  h a l f  a  d o z e n  p o s s ib il 
itie s , b u t —w h a t  d ’y e  sa y , C a r s o n ? ”

I p u ffe d  a t  m y  p ip e  a n d  c o n s id e r e d  
th is  q u e s t io n .  M u r c h is o n  a n d  I ,  
t h r o u g h  th e  w a r ,  h a d  d o n e  la b o r a t o r y  
w o rk  o n  m in e -d e te c to r s ,  f in a l ly  e v o lv 
in g  a  r a d i o n i c  d e t e c t o r  t h a t  w o u ld  d o  
th e  j o b  h a n d i ly .  S in c e  th e n  w e  h a d  
ta k e n  u p  o n e  o f  o u r  b y -p r o d u c ts ,  
w h ic h  w a s  u se le ss  a g a in s t  m in e s , b u t

v e r y  u s e f u l  in  f in d in g  o t h e r  th in g s .  
W i t h  th e  B a b y ,  a s  w e  c a l le d  i t ,  w e  
h a d  b e e n  k n o c k i n g  a r o u n d  E u r o p e  d e 
t e c t i n g  b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e  o f  o n e  k in d  o r  
a n o t h e r ,  a n d  w i th  p l e n ty  o f  lu c k , to o .  
W e  h a d  ta k e n  in  G o n d y  t o  m a k e  a  
th i r d ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  w e  lik e d  h im ,  
p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  h e  se rv e d  a s  c o n t a c t  
m a n  a n d  w a s  u s e f u l  in  a  d o z e n  w ay s. 
A s M u r c h is o n  s a id , h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  a  fe w  d r a w b a c k s , a n d  c h ie f  
a m o n g  th e s e  w a s  th e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  
d a m n e d  F e l i c e .

“ W e l l ,”  I  s a id  a t  la s t ,  “ th e  C o n t i 
n e n t  w o n ’t  b u d g e , a n d  w e  c a n  a l 
w a y s  c o m e  b a c k  t o  i t  i f  w e  l ik e . W e ’v e  
h a l f  th e  s u m m e r  a h e a d  o f  u s ; w h y  n o t  
s p e n d  i t  in  E n g l a n d ,  w h ic h  is c e r t a i n 
ly  n o  w i n t e r  r e s o r t ?  W e  c o u l d  m o v e  
w i th  th e  s e a so n s , l ik e  th e  b i r d s ,  g o in g  
m a y b e  to  E g y p t  n e x t  w i n t e r .  I ’m  f o r  
i t .  A n y th in g  a g a i n s t  i t ,  G o n d y ? ”

H e  s p r e a d  o u t  h is  h a n d s  a n d  
s h r u g g e d , th e n  r e v e r t e d  t o  th e  m a t t e r  
o f  th e  la w , s a y in g  t h a t  w e ’d  p r a c t i 
c a l ly  b e  o u t la w s  in  E g y p t ,  w e r e  o u r  e r 
r a n d  k n o w n , f o r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  
c a m e  d o w n  h a r d  o n  a n y  t r e a s u r e  h u n t 
e rs .

“ A m e r i c a  is th e  o n ly  la n d  o f  f r e e 
d o m ,”  h e  s a id  w is tf u lly .  “ I n  E n g l a n d ,  
th .e la w  is  a d a m a n t ;  a l l  t r e a s u r e - t r o v e  
b e lo n g s  t o  th e  C r o w n , a n d  th e  C r o w n  
in sis ts  u n m e r c i f u l l y  o n  i ts  r ig h ts .  S o  
t r u e  is th is ,  t h a t  e v e n  w h e n  th e r e  
e x is ts  w e l l -a u th e n t ic a te d  in f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  h id d e n  t r e a s u r e ,  th e  o w n e r  o f  
th e  l a n d  u s u a l ly  r e fu s e s  e v e n  t o  lo o k  
f o r  i t—w o u ld  d o  h i m  n o  g o o d .”

M u r c h is o n  p ic k e d  u p  h is  e a r s .  
“ S o u n d s  f in e ,”  h e  s a id  h o p e f u l l y .  “ I 
k n o w  a  g u y  b a c k  h o m e  i n  B o s to n  w h o  
p u t  h im s e lf  t h r o u g h  m e d ic a l  s c h o o l  in  
p r o h i b i t i o n  d a y s , b o o t l e g g in g .  I  b e t  
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  B r i t i s h e r  n o s e s  a r o u n d  
a n d  lo c a t e s  s tu ff  a n d  k e e p s  h is  m o u t h  
s h u t .”

G o n d y  n o d d e d .  “ 1 h a d  a  f r ie n d  
w h o  f o u n d  a  l i t t l e  a n d  k n e w  w h e r e  
th e r e ’s a  l o t  m o r e ,  w h e n  I  w a s  l ia is o n  
o ffice r  w i t h  th o s e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s ,”  h e  
s a id . “ A l a n  C o b h a m , h is  n a m e  w a s .  
H e  h a s  a  p l a c e  i n  S u s s e x . H o w e v e r ,
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a n y o n e  is f r e e  to  s e a r c h ;  th e  c r i m e  is 
c o n c e a lm e n t—”

" W i r e  h im  t o n i g h t ,” ,  s a id  M u r c h ,  
r u b b in g  h is  h a n d s . " W e  c a n  ta k e  
th e  f e r r y  f r o m  H a v r e  t o  S o u th a m p to n  
o v e r n ig h t—th e  B a b y  is a  s c ie n ti f ic  in 
v e n t io n ,  a n d  th e  B r i t i s h  c u s to m s  w o n ’t  
b o th e r  u s . E h ,  B il l ?  I t ’ll  le n d  s p ic e  
to  th e  q u e s t , if  w e  h a v e  t o  d o  i t  o n  
th e  q u ie t !  G r o w  w h is k e r s  o n  th e  
B a b y , a n d  p r e te n d  w e ’r e  lo o k in g  f o r  
o i l ! ”

“ Y o u r  s p ic e  w ill b e  h o t  p e p p e r  if  w e  
r u b  u p  a g a i n s t  th e  w r o n g  s id e  o f  th e  
B r i t i s h  la w ,”  I  s a id . “ B u t  so  f a r  as  
I ’m  c o n c e r n e d ,  w ir e  y o u r  S u s se x  f r ie n d  
a n d  l e t ’s g o ! ”

C o b h a m  w r o te  b a c k  a  h e a r t y  in v i 
t a t i o n  to  u s  a l l ,  a n d  t h a t  is h o w  w e  
c a m e  to  b e  in  S u sse x .

I H A R D L Y  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  m e n  
* o r  p la c e  h e ld  m o r e  in te r e s t .  A la n  

C o b h a m  w a s  s tu r d y , m a s s iv e -fa c e d ,  
s te a d y -e y e d , a  m a n  o f  d e e p  c u r r e n ts ,  
o f  u n s w e r v in g  c o n v ic t io n s ,  o f  s lo w  a n d  
im p l a c a b le  n a t u r e ;  if  y o u r  f r ie n d ,  h e  
w as y o u r  f r ie n d  f o r  li fe . H e  w a s  n o t  
w h a t  th e  o ld -f a s h io n e d  c a l l  a  g e n t le 
m a n ;  r a t h e r ,  a  r u r a l  f a r m e r  ty p e . H e  
h a d  s e rv e d  in  N o r t h  A f r i c a  a n d  
G r e e c e . T h e  w a r  h a d  le f t  h i m  a  m a j o r ,  
w ith  a n  u g ly  s c a r  d o w n  o n e  c h e e k .  
A s M u r c h is o n  p u t  i t ,  h e  w a s  o n e  g r a n d  
g u y . H is  p l a c e  w a s  c a l le d  I n c h g o r e ;  
th e  h o u s e  w as s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  y e a rs  
o ld , a n d  s e rv ic e d  d a i ly  b y  a  c o u p le  o f  
w o m e n  f r o m  th e  v i l la g e . H e  w a s  a  
b a c h e lo r .  H is  p l a c e  g r e w  h o p s .

F r o m  h is  h o u s e  o n  th e  h i l l  w e  c o u ld  
see  th e  g l i n t  o f  th e  s e a ; o n c e  i t  h a d  
e x te n d e d  u p  th e  v a l le y , a n d  w h e r e  th e  
v i l la g e  n o w  s to o d  h a d  b e e n  a  d e e p  
h a r b o r  in  R o m a n  d a y s . H e  in d ic a te d

th e  o ld  s e a -l in e  t o  u s , a n d  p o in t e d  
o u t  a  r i s in g  c lu m p  o f  b r o k e n ,  n a k e d  
g r a n i t e  a t  th e  e d g e  o f  h is  h o p -f ie ld .

“ T h a t  u s e d  t o  b e  a  s u n k e n  r e e f ;  i t  
d e s tr o y e d  m a n y  a  s h ip ,”  h e  s a id , p u ff 
in g  a t  h is  b ig  p i p e .  “ T h i n g s  h a v e  
b e e n  f o u n d  a b o u t  th e r e .  T h e  y e a r  th e  
w a r  s t a r t e d  w e  w e r e  d i g g i n g  a  d r a in -  
d i t c h  p a s t  th e  B e a c o n ,  a s  i t ’s k n o w n  
a r o u n d  h e r e .  I  s u p p o s e  a  b e a c o n  f o r  
s h ip s  s to o d  t h e r e  in  K in g  A l f r e d ’s 
t im e . W e  t u r n e d  u p  th is .”

H e  p o i n t e d  t o  w h a t  s to o d  a b o v e  th e  
f ire p la c e .

T h i s  h o u s e , I n c h g o r e ,  w a s  o n e  o f  
th e  w o n d e r f u l  o l d  th in g s  t h a t  a b o u n d  
in  E n g l a n d .  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  t i th e - b a r n ,  
w h a te v e r  t h a t  is, in  E l iz a b e t h a n  d a y s . 
I t  h a d  e n o r m o u s  b e a m s , b l a c k  w i th  
th e  y e a r s , b u t  w a s  a  b i t  o f  a  p a t c h -  
w o r k —th e  w a l ls  la r g e ly  o f  C a e n  s to n e  
f r o m  F r a n c e ,  y e l lo w e d  w i th  li c h e n s  
a n d  s e a -w in d s ' w e a t h e r in g .  T h e  th in g  
a b o v e  th e  f i r e p la c e  w a s  o f  a  p i e c e  w i th  
th e  h o u s e .

I t  w a s  la r g e ,  c u r v e d ,  s h a p e n  p ie c e  
o f  w o o d , a n o t h e r  p i e c e  p r o j e c t i n g  f r o m  
o n e  e n d  a n d  h e ld  b y  a  b o l t .  T h e  
w o o d  w a s  w o r m -h o le d  a n d  r o t  h a d  
th in n e d  th e  w o o d  to  n o th i n g .

“ A n  o d d  th in g ,  t h a t , ”  s a id  C o b h a m .  
H e  w a s  w e l l  e d u c a t e d ;  h is  s p e e c h  h e ld  
n o n e  o f  th e  lo c a l  p a t o is  w h ic h  w a s  p a s t  
c o m p r e h e n s io n  to  A m e r i c a n  e a r s .  “ A n  
a r c h a e o lo g is t  c h a p  w a s  d o w n  f r o m  L o n 
d o n  a n d  sa w  i t .  S a id  i t  w a s  th e  p r o w  
o f  a  s h ip , p r o b a b l y  a  V ik in g  s h ip  
w r e c k e d  o n  th e  B e a c o n ,  s in c e  th e  b o l t  
y o u  see  is o f  b r o n z e . . . . W e l l ,  t h a t ’s 
o n e  th in g .  A n o t h e r  is th a t ,  a lm o s t  
a t  th e  id e n t i c a l  s p o t , o l d  W a t t  C h o d -  
s a le  s t r u c k  u p o n  s o m e th i n g  th ir ty -o d d  
y e a r s  a g o ;  h e  p ic k e d  u p  th e  h e a d  o f  a  
c r o s i e r  a n d  g o t  t h i r ty  s h il l in g s  f o r  i t
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f r o m  a  s h o p m a n  in  B a r n s d a le .  F r o m  
w h a t  I  g a t h e r ,  th e  th in g  m u s t  h a v e  
b e e n  s o lid  g o ld . A n d  t h e r e ’s th e  m a k 
in g s  o f  m y  t r e a s u r e - t r o v e —a t  le a s t , I 
c a l l  i t  m i n e .”

WE  lo o k e d  a t  th e  s h e l te r e d  h o p -  
f ie ld s, k n o w n  l o c a l ly  a s  th e  M a r s h  

—o d d , h o w  th e  m e m o r y  o f  lo n g -p a s t  
c e n tu r i e s  s u r v iv e s  in  th e s e  lo c a l  E n g 
lis h  n a m e s ! A la n  C o b h a m  ta lk e d ,  
s lo w ly  a n d  s te a d i ly  u n r o l l i n g  a n c ie n t  
th in g s  t o  u s . I t  w a s  a  to u c h y  b u s i
n ess , h e  s a id , to  ta lk  o f  t r e a s u r e - t r o v e  
th e s e  d a y s . A  m a n  c o u l d  g o  t o  p r is o n ,  
e v e n  a f t e r  th e  la p s e  o f  y e a r s ,  f o r  fin d 
in g  a n d  k e e p in g  a n y t h i n g  w o r t h  w h ile .  
I g o t  th e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  h e  h a d  e n e 
m ie s  w h o  m ig h t  w e ll  tu r n  h i m  in . 
I t  w a s  o u r  firs t h i n t  t h a t  h e , e v e n  as  
m a n y  a n o t h e r  m a n ,  m ig h t  h a v e  a  p a s t  
t h a t  w a s  lik e  a  q u a g m ir e  u n d e r  h is  
f e e t ,  r e a d y  to  s w a llo w  h i m  u p  a t  a  
fa ls e  s te p . H e  w e n t  o n  a b o u t  th e  
c r o s i e r  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d .

“ I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  to  a n  a b b o t  
o r  b is h o p . T h e r e  w a s  a  > b ig  a b b e y  
h e r e  in  S a x o n  t im e s , B o s h a m  A b b e y ;  
n o t  a  s to n e  o f  i t  le f t  n o w . T h e  D a n e s  
o r  V ik in g s  s a c k e d  a n d  b u r n e d  i t .  T r a 
d i t io n ,  o f te n  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  t h a n  h is 
to r y ,  say s th e  V ik in g  s h ip  w i th  i ts  lo o t  
r a n  o n  th e  B e a c o n  r e e f  a n d  w a s  lo s t .”  

V ik in g s  a n d  l o o t  w e r e  g o n e . T h e  
s e a  h a d  r e c e d e d  d u r i n g  th e  c e n tu r i e s .  
A n  a b b o t ’s c r o s i e r  h a d  b e e n  p ic k e d  
u p ;  a t  th e  s a m e  p l a c e  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d  
th e  c u r v e d  p r o w  o f  a  V ik in g  s h ip — 
a n d  h e r e  w e  w e r e . F a n t a s t i c ?  N o t  in  
E n g l a n d ,  w h ic h  h a s  m o r e  v e r if ie d  
t r e a s u r e  f a n ta s y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n 
tr y  o n  e a r t h .  T h e  s o lid , s e n s ib le  m a n  
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  a n d  t e l l in g  a b o u t  i t ,  m a d e  
th e  th in g  s e e m  e n t i r e ly  p r o b a b le .



C o b h a m  h a d  n e v e r  d u g  f o r  th e  s h ip .  
E v e r y o n e  h e r e  k n e w  e v e r y b o d y  e ls e ’s 
b u s in e s s ; e x c a v a t i o n s  m i g h t  b e  a  
le n g th y  b u s in e s s  a n d  a  r u in o u s  o n e  in  
th e  e n d . H e  k n e w  th e  lo c a t i o n  in  
g e n e r a l  b u t  th is  d id  n o t  sa y  th e  t r e a s 
u r e  la y  t h e r e — th e  s h ip  m ig h t  h a v e  
b r o k e n  in  tw o  o n  th e  r o c k s  o r  b e e n  
c a r r ie d  a f a r .  I f  s o m e o n e  k n e w  th e  e x 
a c t  s p o t ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  d i f f e r e n t ;  a n d  
th e  e x a c t  s p o t  m ig h t  b e  f o u n d  b y  
M u r c h is o n  & C o .

“ H e r e ’s m y  n o t i o n ,”  o u r  h o s t  c o n 
c lu d e d . “ N e x t  M o n d a y  w ill  b e  B a n k  
H o l i d a y ;  b e tw e e n  S a t u r d a y  a n d  T u e s 
d a y , th e r e ’ll  b e  n o  w o r k  in  th e  fie ld s. 
T h i s  g iv e s  y o u  th e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  a  
w e e k  to  g r u b  a r o u n d  w i th  y o u r  m a 
c h in e . L o c a t e  th e  s p o t  a n d  le a v e  i t  
u n t i l  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ;  d i g  i t  u p  a n d  
h a v e  th e  g r o u n d  s m o o th e d  o v e r  b y  
T u e s d a y —a n d  n o  w o r k  b y  d a y l ig h t ,  
m in d . T o  a c c o u n t  f o r  y o u r  p r e s e n c e ,  
I c a n  sa y  y o u ’r e  ta k in g  s o il  s a m p le s  
f o r  th e  H o p  M a r k e t i n g  B o a r d  o r  a n y  
s u c h  d a m n e d  th in g . S u p p o s e  w e  h a v e  
a  lo o k  o v e r  th e  s p o t  h e r e  a n d  n o w .”  

W e  t r a m p e d  off w i th  h i m , g la d ly .

CO B H A M  k n e w  s o m e w h a t  h o w  w e  
m e a n t  t o  w o rk , b u t  to o k  n o  i n t e r 

e s t ; h e  c a r e d  o n ly  f o r  th e  r e s u l t .  I  
b e l ie v e  h e  r e g a r d e d  u s  as  s l ig h tly  c ra z y  
a n y h o w ; s o ld ie r s  u s u a lly  th o u g h t  u s  
te c h n ic a l  e x p e r t s  a  b i t  b a lm y . I n  a  
g o o d -h u m o r e d ,  o f f h a n d  w a y , h e  h a d  
a g r e e d  to  a n  e q u a l  d iv is io n  o f  a n y  
s p o ils  a m o n g  th e  f o u r  o f  u s —a  f o u r th  
to  h im .

S o  w e  w e n t  t r a m p i n g  w i th  h i m  
t h r o u g h  th e  fie ld s to  th e  B e a c o n .  A s  
w e  g o t  th e r e ,  a n  e ld e r ly  w o r k m a n  
c a m e  p l o d d in g  a lo n g ,  a n d  s a lu t e d  h i m  
r e s p e c t f u l ly .  C o b h a m  s to p p e d .

“ M o r n i n g ,  H u m f r y .  I  h e a r  y o u r  r a s 
c a l ly  s h e e p -g r o w in g  m a s t e r  h a s  b a t 
t e r e d  d o w n  m y  f e n c e s  a n d  th e  lo w e r  
m a r s h  g a t e .”

“ I t  w e r e  th e  l o r r y ,  M a a s ’ A l a n ,”  
s a id  th e  m a n  a p o l o g e t i c a l ly  in  b r o a d  
d i a l e c t .  “ T h e  lo r r y  ta - a k in ’ t h e  te g s  
u p  a b o v e . W h a t  w i’ th e  d r y t h e  a n d  
h e a t ,  t h e r e ’s l i t t l e  g r a s s  l e f t  d o w n  
b e lo w . T h e  l o r r y —w e ll, i t  b u m p e d  
th e  g a te -p o s ts  a  b i t . ”

“ A y e , a n d  th e n  s o m e ,”  C o b h a m  
s a id  a n g r i ly .  “ T e l l  G r e g  if  th e  r e p a i r s  
a r e n ’t  d o n e  b y  th e  w e e k -e n d , I ’ll  c lo s e  
th e  w a y  c o m p le t e ly ,  a n d  h e  c a n  s e n d  
h is  d a m n e d  te g s  t o  th e  u p p e r  m e a d o w s  
t h r o u g h  th e  a i r ,  a n d  h i m s e lf  w i th  
t h e m .”

T h e  o ld  f e l lo w  r e g a r d e d  h i m  w i th  
a  s h a k e  o f  th e  h e a d  a n d  a  r a t h e r  p r o u d  
lo o k .

“ M a a s ’ G r e g  w o n ’t  b e  lo ik i n g  t h a t ,  
M a a s ’ A l a n —”

“ T o  h e l l  w i th  h i m  a n d  h is  l i k e s !” 
s n a p p e d  C o b h a m . " T e l l  h i m  th a t ,  
t o o ,  H u m f r y .”

“ A n ’t  lo ik ly ; q u e e r s  m e , i t  d o e s , h o w  
h e  d o  g o  o n , a n d  y o u  t o o —a n d  h e r  
d e a d  a n d  g o n e  th e s e  lo n g  y e a r s !  H e r  
w o u ld n ’ t  lo ik e  t h a t ,  a n d  h e r  a -p ra y -  
i n g - ”

C o b h a m  s h u t  h i m  u p  w i th  a n  o a t h , ,  
a n d  h e  w e n t  h is  w a y . O u r  h o s t  h a d  
s h o w n  a n  u g ly  s id e  o f  h i m ;  b u t  n e x t  
m i n u t e  h e  w a s  d r a w l i n g  a n d  h u m o r 
o u s  a s  e v e r ,  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  to  u s  
a  s p o t  h e r e  a n d  a  s p o t  th e r e ,  a s  w e  
s to o d  u n d e r  th e  l o n g  p i le  o f  r o c k s  th a t  
h a d  b e e n  a n  o c e a n  r e e f  in  th e  d im  
d e a d  p a s t .  H e  m a r k e d  w i th  a  h o p -  
p o le  th e  e x a c t  p l a c e  h e  h a d  d u g  u p  th e  
s h ip ’s p r o w , a n d  s h o w e d  w h e r e  in  a  
l i t t l e  h o l lo w  c lo s e  b y  th e  c r o s i e r  h a d  
b e e n  f o u n d .

I t  s e e m e d  in c r e d i b le .  H e r e  w as  
p l a i n  e a r t h ,  th e  s e a  f a r  a w a y ; y e t  u n 
d e r  o u r  f e e t  m u s t  b e  th e  r u s t  a n d  r o t  
o f  a  V ik in g  s h ip  o f  a  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  
a g o . I  f o u n d  i t  p a s t  b e l ie f , b u t  n o t  so  
M u r c h is o n  a n d  G o n d y . T h e y  w e r e  
tw o  o f  a  k in d , g iv e n  to  w ild  d r e a m s .  
J u s t  b e f o r e  th e  w a r  M u r c h  h a d  s u n k  
a l l  h is  s a v in g s  in  a  C a p e  C o d  c a t-a n d -  
r a t  f u r  f a r m —s k in  th e  c a t  a n d  fe e d  
th e  c a r c a s s  to  th e  r a t s ,  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a ;  
a n d  h e  w a s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  to  f ig u re  o u t  
w h y  h e  w a s  n o t  r i c h .  B u t  h e  w as  
a  g r e a t  g u y , a n d  in  r a d io n ic s  a  five- 
s t a r  w iz a r d . I t  w a s  M u r c h  w h o  firs t  
f ig u re d  o u t  h o w  a  b a t  flies b y  r a d a r  
p r i n c i p le s ,  a n d  h a r n e s s e d  th e m .

OU R  h o s t  m a d e  i t  q u i te  p l a in  th a t ,  
t o  a v o id  lo c a l  g o ss ip  a n d  c o n s e 

q u e n t  t r o u b le ,  w e  m u s t  lo c a t e  th e  
t r e a s u r e  w i th  d u e  p r e c a u t i o n ,  a n d  th e n  
d ig  lik e  b la z e s  w h e n  w e  d u g , a n d  c o v e r  
u p  f a s t ;  y e a r s  a f te r w a r d ,  i f  i t  g o t  • a  
w h iff  o f  t r e a s u r e ,  th e  C r o w n  w o u ld  
p r o s e c u te .  S o , f o r  C o b h a m ’s s a k e  as  
w e ll  a s  o u r  o w n , w e  h a d  to  w a t c h  o u r  
s te p .

T h a t  e v e n in g —i t  w a s  a  S u n d a y  w e  
a r r i v e d —C o b h a m  w e n t  t o  th e  v i l la g e ,  
t o  c h u r c h ,  b e i n g  a  r e l ig i o u s  s o u l ;  a n d  
th e  t h r e e  o f  u s  w e n t  i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  
se ss io n . T h e  B a b y  w a s  m o u n t e d  in  a  
w ic k e r  p e r a m b u l a t o r ,  h e n c e  th e  n a m e ,  
f o r  g r e a t e r  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  o p e r a t io n ,  
b u t  th is  n o w  p r o m is e d  to  h a v e  its  
d r a w b a c k s .

“ P u s h in g  a  p r a m  a r o u n d  th o s e  field s  
w ill  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n ,”  s a id  G o n d y .

" I ’ll  s a y !”  a s s e n te d  M u r c h is o n .  
“ I m a g i n e ,  B i l l ,  th e  g o s s ip  in  a  N e w  
E n g l a n d  v i l la g e  if  s t r a n g e  g u y s  tu r n e d  
u p  a n d  b e g a n  s h o v in g  a  b a b y  c a r r i a g e  
a r o u n d  A b e l  S m it h ’s c o r n f ie ld !  S t i l l ,
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t h a t ’s th e  e a s ie s t  w a y  to  d o  o u r  jo b .  
L o o k s  lik e  w e  m u s t  w o r k  a t  n i g h t .”  

“ T h a t  w o n ’t  b e  so  to u g h ,”  I  s a id . 
“ W e ’v e  g o t  g o o d  w e a t h e r .  I t ’s a ll  
c le a r  a n d  o p e n  u n d e r  th o s e  r o c k s ; th e  
s p o t  d o e s n ’t  lie  o u t  in  th e  fie ld , b u t  
c lo s e  t o  th e  B e a c o n .”

“ W i t h  a  t im e  l i m i t  o n  th e  jo b  f o r  
b e s t r e s u l ts ,”  a d d e d  M u r c h is o n .  “ W e ll ,  
w e  c a n  w o rk  a l l  n i g h t  if  w e  w a n t ,  so  
w e ’d  b e t t e r  g o  a t  i t  t o m o r r o w  n i g h t  
a f te r  d a r k ,  w h e n  th e  tw o  w o m e n  h a v e  
g o n e  b a c k  to  th e  v i l la g e  a n d  th e  c o a s t  
is c l e a r .  W e ’ll  h a v e  to  in s ta l l  th o s e

n e w  b a t te r ie s  in  th e  B a b y  a n d  p u t  th e  
th in g  t o g e th e r .  M i g h t  d o  t h a t  n o w .”  

- W e  s e t  a b o u t  i t ,  h a v in g  th e  p l a c e  
to  o u r s e lv e s .  T h e  B a b y  h a d  b e e n  
ta k e n  a p a r t  a n d  p a c k e d  in  th e  b a c k  o f  
o u r  o ld  b u t  s tu r d y  F i a t ,  a n d  b y  th e  
t im e  C o b h a m  r e t u r n e d  w e  h a d  i t  p u t  
t o g e th e r  a n d  in  g o o d  w o r k in g  o r d e r .  
C o b h a m  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  w e  k e e p  th e  
g a d g e t  in  o u r  c a r ,  w i th  a  c l o t h  th r o w n  
o v e r  i t ,  s in c e  w o r k m e n  o r  th e  tw o  
s e r v a n ts  m i g h t  o t h e r w is e  g e t  to  w o n 
d e r i n g  w h a t  w e  w e r e  d o in g  w i th  a  
p e r a m b u l a t o r .

N e x t  a f t e r n o o n —e a r ly , b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  E n g l i s h  c lo s in g  h o u r s —w e  th r e e  
w a lk e d  t o  th e  v i l la g e ,  h a l f  a  m ile  a w a y ,  
f o r  a  lo o k  a r o u n d .  W e  f o u n d  th e  p u b  
a n d  s e t t le d  d o w n , f o u n d  th e  lo c a l  b e e r  
t o  b e  e x c e l l e n t ,  a n d  li s te n e d  to  th e  
w h o lly  u n in te l l i g ib le  S u s s e x  ta lk  o f  
th o s e  a r o u n d ,  w h ic h  a m u s e d  u s .

A f t e r  a  b i t  in  c a m e  a n  o d d  l i t t l e  o ld  
c h a p  w h o  g o t  a  m u g  o f  h a l f -a n d -h a lf ,  
lo o k e d  a r o u n d ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  h is  m u g  
to  o u r  ta b le .  H e  h a d 'w i l d  g r a y  h a i r ,
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“ A buzz-bomb 
killed my wife, 
and I’ve hardly 
been the same 
man since,” said 

the old chap.

t h a t  b i t  o f  g r o u n d  is s t i l l  a  b ig  h o n e y -  
p o o l ;  b u t  i t ’s b e e n  a  d r y  y e a r .  1 d id  
k n o w  s o m e  o d d  th in g s  a b o u t  th e re ,  
b u t  th e y ’v e  g o n e  o u t  o f  m y  h e a d . O n e  
o f  th o s e  b lo o d y  b u z z -b o m b s , d u r i n g  
th e  t r o u b le ,  h i t  m y  c o t t a g e  a n d  k ille d  
m y  w ife , a n d  I ’v e  h a r d l y  b e e n  th e  
s a m e  m a n  s in c e .”

“ H o n e y p o o l s ? ”  M u r c h is o n  s tu c k  to  
i t  in  h is  s tu b b o r n  w a y . " W h a t  m a y  
t h a t  m e a n ? ”

T h e  b r i g h t  l i t t l e  ey e s  tw in k le d  a t  
u s, m e r r i ly  e n o u g h .

“ T h a t ’s lo c a l  s p e e c h . M u d -p u d d le s ,  
b y  w a y  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n .  S t r a n g e r s  a l 
w a y s  lik e  th e  s o u n d  o f  it .  I u s e d  to  
b e  u p  a t  th e  B e a c o n  a  g o o d  d e a l . I 
s t i l l  s l ip  u p  t h e r e  n o w  a n d  th e n ,  o n

a b r ig h t  a n d  k in d ly  e y e , a n d  a  fa c e  
lik e  a  w iz e n e d  a p p le .

“ D ’y o u  m in d  if  I  s i t  w i th  y o u ? ” h e  
sa id  in  e x c e l le n t  E n g l i s h .  “ I ’m  A lt  
M e g h o r n  a n d  a  b i t  o f  a n  a n t iq u a r y ,  
a n d  I lik e  t o  te l l  s t r a n g e r s  a b o u t  o u r  
lo c a l  a n t iq u i t i e s .”

W e  g a v e  o u r  n a m e s , s h o o k  h a n d s ,  
a n d  m a d e  h im  w e lc o m e . I saw  th e  
b a r m a id  c a t c h  G o n d y ’s e y e —th e y  a l 
w ay s  d id —a n d  t a p  h e r  te m p l e  s ig n ifi
c a n t l y  in  w a r n i n g .  O u r  n e w  f r ie n d

m a d e  s o m e  b r is k  ta lk  a b o u t  A m e r i 
c a n s .

“ Y o u ’r e  th e  c h a p s  s ta y i n g  w i th  A la n  
C o b h a m , e h ? ”  h e  w e n t  o n .  “ I n t e r e s t 
in g , v e r y . I  sa w  y o u  lo o k i n g  o v e r  th e  
h o n e y p o o ls  w i th  h im  y e s te r d a y .”  

“ H o n e y p o o ls ? ”  r e p e a te d  M u r c h is o n  
b la n k ly . “ I d o n ’t  g e t  i t .”

“ T h a t ’s w h a t  th e  b i t  o f  th e  m a r s h  
u n d e r  th e  B e a c o n  u se d  to  b e  c a l l e d ,”  
M e g h o r n  e x p l a i n e d .  “ I n te r e s t in g  b i t  
o f  t r a d i t i o n  th e r e .  A f t e r  a  h e a v y  f a i n

w a t c h ,  b u t  so  fa r  I ’v e  n e v e r  h a d  
a n y  lu c k .”

“ O n  w h a t  k in d  o f  w a t c h ? ”  I a s k e d .
“ W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w  t r a d i t i o n ,  in  th is  

c o u n tr y ,  is u s u a lly  b a s e d  o n  f a c t ,”  h e  
s a id  v e r y  s e r io u s ly . “ F o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  
y e a r s  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  s a id  t h a t  th e  B e a 
c o n  is h a u n t e d  b y  th e  g h o s ts  o f  p e o p le  
d r o w n e d  t h e r e  w h e n  th e  se a  w as  u p  
a r o u n d  th e  r o c k s . I ’v e  k e p t  o n  th e  
lo o k o u t  a  m a n y  n ig h ts ,  b u t  n e v e r  saw  
a  g h o s t .  G r e g  C o b h a m  la id  h is  h u ll-
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w h ip  to  m e  o n c e .”  h e  a d d e d , a  s u d d e n  
d e a d ly  Hash in  h is  e y e , “ b u t  A la n  
d o e s n 't  m in d . I I  G r e g  h a t e d  to  h a v e  
m e  p r y in g  a r o u n d  o f  n ig h ts ,  a s  h e  p u t  
it , t h a t  w o u ld  m a k e  A la n  g iv e  m e  p e r 
m is s io n .”

I n  th e  n e x t  tw e n ty  m in u te s  w e  
l e a r n e d  a  lo t  o f  s u r p r is in g  th in g s .

CO B H A M  h a d  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  
G r e g . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  e n e m ie s  

f ro m  y o u th , w h e n  G r e g  h a d  m a r r ie d  
A la n ’s g i r l .  T h e  C o b h a m  in h e r i ta n c e  
h a d  b e e n  s p li t ,  c a u s in g  f u r t h e r  i l l-w ill ;  
a n  u n u s u a l  th in g  in  E n g la n d ,  f o r  A la n  
s h o u ld  h a v e  i n h e r i te d  a l l .  T h e  tw o  
b r o th e r s  h a d  s ta g e d  s o m e  e le g a n t  b a t 
tle s , w e  g a t h e r e d ,  u n t i l  th e  w a r  c a m e  
a lo n g  w ith  a  b ig g e r  o n e . G r e g ’s w ife  
h a d  d ie d  d u r i n g  th e  w a r .  A c c o r d in g  
to  o u r  i n f o r m a n t ,  G r e g  w a s  a  s l ip p e r y  
r a s c a l .

P u b  c lo s in g -t im e  e n d e d  o u r  ta l k .  I  
r a t h e r  l ik e d  th is  M e g h o r n  c h a p ;  th e r e  
w as s o m e th in g  q u i te  g e n t le  a n d  k in d ly  
a b o u t  h im , c r a c k e d  o r  n o t .  A t  th a t ,  
m a n y  a  c r a c k p o t  h a s  b e t t e r  se n se  th a n  
s o m e  o f  th e  n o r m a ls  a r o u n d  h im .  
U n d e r  h is  w r e c k e d  life , M e g h o r n  h a d  
a  lo t  o f  b a s ic a lly  s o u n d  stu ff . H o w 
e v e r , w e  h a d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  m a t te r s  
o n  h a n d  th a n  c o n f a b b in g  wffth a  v i l 
la g e  n i tw i t ,  a n d  A la n  C o b h a m ’s f a m 
ily  a ffa irs  w e r e  n o n e  o f  o u r  b u sin e ss , 
so  w e  d is m is s e d  th e  w h o le  a f fa ir  f ro m  
m in d —o r  a t  le a s t , I d id .

T h a t  n ig h t  a f t e r  th e  tw o  s e r v a n ts  
w e n t h o m e , w e  g o t  d o w n  t o  w o rk .  
C o b h a m , w h o  m a d e  n o  g r e a t  c o m p a n y  
o f  u s  a n d  r e g a r d e d  o u r  w o rk  w i th  a n  
a m u s e d  to le r a n c e ,  w e n t  off to  a  p o 
l i t ic a l  m e e t in g —o n e  o f  th o s e  g r a n g e s  
o r  r u r a l  b o a r d s  t h a t  k e e p  E n g l i s h  
f a r m e r s  r e g im e n te d .

A n  o ld  m o o n  h u n g  in  th e  sk y  a s  w e  
t r u n d le d  th e  B a b y  d o w n  th e  p a t h  a n d  
t h r o u g h  th e  fie ld  a n d  to  th e  B e a c o n .  
M u r c h is o n ,  w h o  w a s  a  l i t t l e  m o o n -  
m a d  a n y h o w , p o in te d  to  th e  ja g g e d  
l in e  o f  ro c k s .

" T h e r e ’s s o m e th in g  y o u  c a n ’t  see  b y  
d a y l ig h t ,”  h e  c h i r p e d .  " T h e  o ld  w a t 
e r - l in e . S ee  it?  P a r t  w a y  d o w n  th e  
r o c k s .”

G o n d y d i d .  I d id  n o t .
“ Y o u ’ ll b e  s e e in g  g h o s ts  n e x t ,  y o u  

a n d  A lf  M e g h o r n ,” I to ld  h im . “ N o  
se n se  in  a ll  o f  u s s ta y in g  h e r e  a l l  n ig h t .  
W e ’d  b e t te r  ta k e  tw o -h o u r  s h if ts , a f te r  
w e  g e t  th in g s  g o in g , a n d  th o s e  n o t  
w o r k in g  c a n  s ta y  a t  th e  h o u s e .”

" N o t  so  ea sy , M r . C a r s o n ,  w h e n  w e  
w o rk  a t  n i g h t ,”  r e t o r t e d  M u r c h .  “ Y o u ,  
f o r  in s ta n c e , n e e d  w a t c h in g .  T h e r e ’s 
a  lo t  o f  g r o u n d  to  b e  c o v e r e d . T h e  
g u y  w a lk in g  th e  B a b y  c a n ’ t  e a s ily  d e 
te r m in e  h is  o w n  b o u n d s ; s o m e o n e  
m u s t  k e e p  s c o r e  f r o m  th e  s id e  l in e s .”  

“ A s  u s u a l, y o u r  m a u n d e r i n g s  m a k e  
s e n s e ,”  I c o n c e d e d .

W e  h a d  a lr e a d y  c a l c u l a t e d  th a t  
t r e a s u r e  p o s s ib il i t ie s  w o u ld  b e  c o n 
f in e d  w i th in  a  r o u g h  t r ia n g le .  T h e  
b a s e  w o u ld  b e  s o m e  tw o  h u n d r e d  y a rd s

a lo n g  th e  B e a c o n  r o c k s , c e n te r e d  o n  
th e  s p o ts  i n d ic a te d  b y  C o b h a m ; th e  
s e a r c h , n a t u r a l l y ,  w o u ld  b e g in  th e r e .  
T h e  p o i n t  o f  th e  t r ia n g le ,  a  h u n d r e d  
fe e t  a w a y , w o u ld  f a n  o u t  t o  th is  b a s e  
l in e . W i t h i n  th is  s p a c e  o u g h t  to  lie  
w h a te v e r  r e m a in s  m ig h t  e x is t  o f  a n y  
s h ip s  w r e c k e d  o n  th e  B e a c o n .

I  c o u l d  ta k e  n o  s to c k  w h a te v e r  in  
th e  w h o le  b u s in e s s ; i t  w a s  to o  fu ll  o f  
m o o n s h in e ,  l ’o r  th is  s p e c ia l  r e a s o n ,  
G o n d y  a n d  M u r c h is o n  w e r e  n u ts  
a b o u t  i t .  A n y th in g  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  
s t r o n g  i m a g i n a t i o n  a p p e a le d  to  th e m .  
G o n d y  e v e n  to o k  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  th e  
c r e v ic e s  a m o n g  t h a t  lo n g  p i le  o f  r o c k s  
m u s t  h o ld  c o u n tle s s  o b je c ts  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  w a s h e d  a s h o r e ;  to  h e a r  h i m  ta lk ,  
o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  t h o u g h t  it  w a s  o n ly  
la s t  w e e k  th e  s e a  w a s  w a s h in g  a r o u n d  
h e r e .  M u r c h is o n  to o k  u p  th is  u t te r ly  
in s a n e  n o t i o n  a n d  e l a b o r a t e d  o n  it 
u n t i l  I  lo s t  m y  t e m p e r  a n d  w e  w e n t  
i n to  a  g o o d  r o w .

F r o m  b o y h o o d  d a y s  in  S o u th  B o s 
to n ,  M u r c h  a n d  I h a d  b e e n  p a ls . W e  
g o t  r i d  o f  a  lo t  o f  c o m b a t  i n s t in c t  o n  
e a c h  o t h e r .  B e c a u s e  w e  n e v e r  g o t  o n  
e a c h  o t h e r ’s n e r v e s ,  o u r  r o w s  a lw a y s  
e n d e d  w e ll ,  p r o v id e d  n o  o n e  e lse  
c h ip p e d  in . T h i s  w a s  a  r e a l ly  g o o d  
o n e  a n d  w e  w o r k e d  o ff  a  l o t  o f  s te a m ,  
a n d  G o n d y  h a d  th e  se n s e  to  k e e p  o u t .  
S o  i t  w a s  p r e t t y  n e a r  m i d n i g h t  w h e n  
w e  a c tu a l ly  g o t  d o w n  to  w o rk , a n d  
a lo n g  c a m e  C o b h a m , h is  m e e t in g  e n d 
e d , to  see  w h a t  w e  w e r e  a t .  H e  
la u g h e d  i m m o d e r a te ly  a t  o u r  s q u a b b le  
a n d  s tu c k  a r o u n d  to  s e e  h o w  w e  o p 
e r a t e d ,  a n d  la u g h e d  a n e w  to  s e e  m e  
r o l l i n g  a  p r a m  a lo n g  th e  g r o u n d .

T o  d o  h i m  j u s t i c e ,  h e  w a s  a m a z 
in g ly  q u ic k  to  c a t c h  o n .  D u r i n g  th e  
w a r  h e  h a d  p ic k e d  u p  s o m e  k n o w le d g e  
o f  r a d a r  a n d  o f  e l e c t r o n ic s  in  g e n e r a l ,  
n a t u r a l l y .  M u r c h i s o n ’s e x a m p l e  o f  
h o w  th e  b a t  flies, g u id e d  b y  s u p e r s o n ic  
w a v e s , m a d e  c l e a r  h o w  s u c h  w a v e s  
c o u l d  p e n e t r a t e  th e  s o lid  e a r t h  a n d  
b o u n c e  b a c k  u p o n  s t r ik i n g  a  s t i l l  m o r e  
s o lid  o b s ta c le .

A s  w e  w o r k e d  a lo n g ,  I  e x p l a i n e d  
to  h i m  h o w , u p o n  e n c o u n t e r i n g  a n y  
u n d e r g r o u n d  s u b s ta n c e , th e  ra y s  
w o u ld  r e g is te r  o n  th e  d ia ls ,  a n d  h o w  
w e  h a d  f r o m  th e s e  r e g is t r a t io n s  
e v o lv e d  a  c h a r t  t h a t  w o u ld  s h o w  th e  
n a t u r e  o f  th e  o b j e c t  a n d  its  d e p th .  
H e  q u i t e  c o m p r e h e n d e d  t h a t  th e  f o r c e  
o f  th e  k ic k b a c k  w o u ld  d e p e n d  o n  th e  
s o lid ity  o f  th e  o b j e c t  s t r u c k ; in  f a c t ,  
w i th o u t  k n o w in g  a n  a c t u a l  th in g  
a b o u t  i t ,  h e  h a d  th e  p r i n c i p l e  d o w n  
p a t .

“ I c a n  g iv e  y o u  a  b i t  o f  h e l p  t h e r e ,”  
h e  v o l u n te e r e d .  “ I k n o w  th e r e ’s a  
s t r a tu m  o f  s o lid  r o c k  a t  v a r y in g  d is 
ta n c e s  u n d e r g r o u n d , d e e p e n i n g  a s  y o u  
g e t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  B e a c o n .  A n y  s h ip  
s in k in g  t h r o u g h  th e  m u d  in  a n c ie n t  
d a y s  w o u ld  lie  o n  i t . ”

" A  s h ip  m ig h t  ta k e  a  c e n t u r y  s in k 
in g  t h a t  w a y , o r  m ig h t  n o t  s in k  a t  a l l ,”  
p u t  in  G o n d y , w i th  r e a s o n .
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“ T r u e ;  i t ’s a ll  a  g a m b l e ,"  s a id  C o b 
h a m .

H e  w a s  in te r e s te d  e n o u g h  to  s ta y  
w i th  u s , a n d  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  w e  c o m e  
h e r e  b y  d a y l ig h t  a n d  o u t l i n e ,  b y  m e a n s  
o f  s to n e s  p l a c e d  f o r  m a r k e r s ,  th e  p a t c h  
o f  g r o u n d  to  b e  c o v e r e d  a t  n i g h t ;  a  
g o o d  id e a . W e  g o t  th e  B a b y  a d ju s te d  
to  w o r k  a t  a  d e p th  o f  f r o m  s ix  to  
tw e n ty  f e e t , a n d  in  th e  im m e d ia te  v i 
c in i ty  o f  w h e r e  th e  s h ip ’s p r o w  h a d  
b e e n  f o u n d , th e  b u z z e r  in d ic a te d  s tr ik e  
a f te r  s tr ik e , b u t  n o th i n g  to  g e t  e x c i te d  
a b o u t —r o c k  o r  lo g s . C o b h a m  c o n 
f irm e d  th is . H u g e  w itc h -e lm s  h a d  
o n c e  g r o w n  a lo n g  h e r e ,  h e  s a id , so  
lo n g  a g o  t h a t  w h e n  th e  lo g s  w e r e  d u g  
u p  th e y  u s u a lly  t u r n e d  to  p o w d e r  a f te r  
r e a c h i n g  th e  a i r .

W e  s ta y e d  a t  i t  u n t i l  t h r e e  in  th e  
m o r n i n g  a n d  th e n  k n o c k e d  off, a ll  
o f  u s , a f t e r  m a k in g  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a 
t io n s  o f  th e  g r o u n d  c o v e r e d , so  w e  
w o u ld  n o t  g o  o v e r  it  tw ic e . A s  w e  
p u s h e d  th e  B a b y  h o m e , I  p o in t e d  o u t  
t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  c u r r e n t  
w a s h in g  a lo n g  th e s e  r o c k s , a n d  c o n s e 
q u e n t ly  a n y th i n g  s u n k  t h e r e  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  f a r .

“ I n e v e r  sa w  s u c h  a  m a n  f o r  r e 
le n tle s s  l o g ic ,”  g r u n te d  M u r c h is o n  r e 
s ig n e d ly .

C o b h a m  la u g h e d .  “ W e l l ,  th e  b e s t  
a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  is th e  s h ip ’s p r o w  a t  
th e  h o u s e , w h a t? ”

T r u e  e n o u g h , o r  so  i t  s e e m e d  a t  
th e  m o m e n t .

W e  tu r n e d  in  a n d  s le p t  u n t i l  n o o n .  
I t  w a s  h o t ,  d r y  w e a t h e r .  I n  th e  c o o l  
o f  th e  a f t e r n o o n  w e  s a u n te r e d  off to  
th e  B e a c o n  a n d  m a d e  a  m e n ta l  la y 
o u t  o f  w h a t  g r o u n d  w e  h a d  c o v e r e d  
a n d  th e  a m o u n t  w e  w o u ld  c o v e r  to 
n i g h t ,  a n d  m a r k e d  i t  w i th  s to n e s  la r g e  
e n o u g h  to  s e e  l a t e r  o n .  W h i l e  w e  
w e r e  a t  th is , w e  w a lk e d  in to  s o m e 
th in g —r a t h e r ,  i t  r o d e  i n to  u s.

A M A N  o n  h o r s e b a c k , a  b ig  b r a w n y  
m a n  o n  a  fin e  h o r s e ,  c a m e  a lo n g  

a n d  p u l le d  u p . T h e  m a n  w a s  v o tin g ,  
u n d e r  t h i r ty ,  a n d  w e ll-d re s s e d  in  a 
B r i t i s h  w a y .

“ W h a t  th e  d e v il  a r e  y o u  c h a p s  a b o u t  
h e r e ? ”  h e  d e m a n d e d .  H is  v o ic e  h a d  
a  r a s p  to  it  t h a t  l i f te d  m y  h a c k le s . H e  
w a s  g o o d - lo o k in g ;  I s h o u ld  h a v e  a n 
s w e re d  w i th  th e  p o li te n e s s  b e c o m in g  a 
f o r e i g n e r .  I n s te a d ,  I d id  n o t .  H e  
p u t  h is  h o r s e  a t  m e  a n d  m o tio n e d  
w ith  h is  r id i n g - c r o p .

“ C a r e f u l ,”  I s a id , s e e in g  M u r c h  o n  
th e  r u n .  “ A n y  a r r o g a n t  m is c o n c e p 
t i o n  o f  w h a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n  yo u  
a r e ,  a n d  y o u ’ll m a y b e  g e t  a  b r o k e n  
n e c k .”

I  d id  n o t  u s e  th o s e  e x a c t  w o r d s , b u t  
s h o r t e r  a n d  less p o l i t e  o n e s , b e in g  a n 
g r y . T h e  m a n  d r e w  r e i n  a n d  tu r n e d  
h is  h o r s e ,  a n d  w a i te d .  1 sa w  C o b h a m  
c o m in g  o u t  o f  n o w h e r e —h e  h a d  n o t  
b e e n  w i th  u s . H e  s t r o d e  a lo n g  a t  th e  
s o ld ie r ’s d o u b le .  T h e  v i s i to r  b a r k e d  
o u t  a t  h im .



“ I h e a r d  y o u  h a d  f o r e ig n e r s  lo o k in g  
o v e r  th e  la n d , A la n . C a m e  to  see  
w h y .”

C o b h a m  h a l te d .  “ N o  a f fa ir  o f  y o u r s ,  
n o r  th e  la n d  n e i t h e r .”

“ S o ? A n d  w h a t ’s th is  m e s s a g e  H u m -  
f ry  b r o u g h t ,  a b o u t  d o s i n g  th e  th o r 
o u g h f a r e ? ”

“ A p p a r e n t l y  y o u  g o t  i t  d i l u t e d ,”  
s a id  C o b h a m . " I  s a id  e i t h e r  r e p a i r  
th e  d a m a g e s  y o u r  l o r r y  c a u s e d  b y  th is  
w e e k -e n d , o r  y o u r  d a m n e d  s h e e p  a n d  
y o u  t o g e th e r  c o u l d  g o  t o  h e l l  b y  s o m e  
f a r t h e r  w a y .”

S o  th is  w a s  th e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r !
“ T h e  d a m a g e  w ill  b e  r e p a i r e d ,”  

s a id  G r e g  C o b h a m . “ B u t  n o t  b e 
c a u s e  o f  y o u r  th r e a t s ,  m y  lo v in g  b r o t h 
e r !  S a v e  th e m  f o r  s t r a n g e r s .  B e 
c a u s e  I p r e f e r  t o  h a v e  th e  p r o p e r t y  
in  g o o d  r e p a i r  w h e n  i t  r e v e r t s  to  m e ,  
t h a t ’s w h y . A s  i t  w ill  w h e n  th e  g a l 
lo w s g e ts  its  d u e .”

A la n  s q u in te d  u p  a t  h is  b r o t h e r .  
“ Y o u ’r e  in  o n e  o f  y o u r  p l e a s a n t  m o o d s  
to d a y , G r e g .”

G r e g  s n a r le d  n a s ti ly .  “ 1 s u p p o s e  
y o u  s e t t h a t  a d d le p a te d  A lf  M e g h o r n  
o n  m e  w ith  h is  b la s te d  p r e s c r i p t i o n ? ” 
A s h e  s p o k e , h e  b a l le d  u p  a  p ie c e  o f  
p a p e r  in  h is  h a n d ,  a n g r i ly .  “ I t ’d  b e  
lik e  y o u r  b lo o d y  c h e e k !”  H e  f lu n g  
th e  b a l l  a t  h is  b r o t h e r .

“ O h , is t h a t  i t ? ”  A l a n  la u g h e d .  
“ A y e , h e  g a v e  m e  a  c o p y  o f  i t  to o .  
S a id  i t ’d  s e rv e  to  a v e r t  t r o u b le  b e 
tw e e n  u s  if  w e  f o llo w e d  i t .  D o e s  h is  
n o n s e n s e  t r o u b le  y o u r  c o n s c ie n c e ? ”

“ Y o u  b e  d a m n e d ! N a n  a lw a y s  sa id  
y o u ’d  c o m e  to  a  b a d  e n d ,”  b l a r e d  G r e g  
f u r io u s ly . 1 saw  A la n  g o  d e a d  w h ite .  
“ P i ty  th e  w a r  d i d n ’ t le a v e  y o u  in  
A f r i c a !”

“ W e ’r e  n o t  a lo n e ,  G r e g ,”  r e p l i e d  
o u r  h o s t  s lo w ly . “ H o w e v e r ,  th e s e  
f r ie n d s  o f  m in e  a r e  g e n t le m e n —to o  
m u c h  so  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  to  y o u . 1 
d o n ’t  c a r e  to  p u ll  y o u  off y o u r  n a g  
a n d  b r a w l ; b u t  if  y o u ’ll s te p  d o w n , I ’ll 
g iv e  y o u  a  th r a s h i n g  t h a t ’ll le a v e  y o u r  
u g ly  h u lk  o f  a  b o d y  in  th e  s h a p e  i t  
s h o u ld  b e !”

T h e  s u d d e n  g u s ty  f u r y  b r e a k i n g  
th r o u g h  h is  la s t  w o rd s  w a s  a  r e v e la 
t io n . G r e g  lo o k e d  d o w n  a t  h im ,  
s n a r le d  o u t  a  g r in , a n d  p ic k e d  u p  h is  
re in s .

“ T h i s  b ig  lu m p  o f  c la y  w i th  a n  
A m e r i c a n  b r o g u e ,”  h e  s a id , in d i c a t i n g  
m e , “ h in te d  a t  th e  s a m e  th in g . H e  
m ig h t  s c a l p  m e . S o , n o t  b e i n g  a m o n g  
f r ie n d s —”

“ W a i t  ju s t  a  m o m e n t ,  p le a s e ,”  s a id  
o u r  h o s t  q u ie t ly .  “ G r e g , y o u ’v e  ju s t  
d o n e  s o m e th in g . W e l l ,  1 w a r n  y o u  
h e r e  a n d  n o w : D r a g  h e r  n a m e  in t o  it  
a g a in , a n d  I ’ll k i ll  y o u . D o  y o u  u n 
d e r s ta n d ?  K il l  y o u  lik e  th e  c u r  y o u  
a r e .”

H e  w a s  q u ie t  e n o u g h , h is  v o ic e  w a s  
q u ie t ,  b u t  h e  w a s  s h a k in g , to o . T h e r e  
w a s  d e a t h  in  th e  a i r  t h a t  v e r y  m i n 
u te .  T h e  m a n  in  th e  s a d d le  f e l t  i t  
a n d  w as  a f r a id ,  a n d  lic k e d  h is  lip s :

th e n ,  w i th  a  lu s ty  g r o w l in g  o a t h ,  
tu r n e d  h is  h o r s e  a n d  r o d e  a w a y . A la n  
C o b h a m  s to o d  u n m o v in g ,  lo o k in g  
a f t e r  h im .

1 p ic k e d  u p  th e  b a l le d  p a p e r ,  w h ic h  
w a s  a t  m y  f e e t , a n d  o p e n e d  it ,  G o n d y  
a n d  M u r c h  a t  m y  e lb o w .

C o b h a m  tu r n e d  to  us.
“ I ’m  s o r r y  a b o u t  th is ; u n p l e a s a n t  

s c e n e , v e r y ,”  h e  s a id . “ O h , r e a d  th e  
d a m n e d  t h i n g  if  y o u  l ik e ! T h a t  p o o r  
c h a p  in  th e  v i l la g e —g o t  b u z z -b o m b e d  
d u r i n g  th e  w a r —lo s t  h is  w its , th in k s  
h e ’s a n  e v a n g e l i s t  o r  s o m e th i n g .”

IT  w a s  a  s in g le  a m a z in g  p a r a g r a p h  
s c r a w le d  o n  th e  p a p e r ;  h a r m le s s ,  o f  

c o u r s e , j u s t  th e  s o r t  o f  h a r m le s s  n o n 
se n s e  a  v i l la g e  n i tw i t  m ig h t  h a n d  o u t  
to  a v e r t  t r o u b le ,  f t  r e a d :

P r e s c r ip t io n

An ounce of faith, a shake of 
hope, much charity, well mixed. 
Season with as much careful 
thought for others as may fill the 
mind. Add to this a quantity of 
precaution never to speak hastily 
except when speaking kindly. 
Over all, sprinkle with a suspi
cion that each word uttered by 
the mouth of Man reaches the ear 
of God.
“ ’A l i o ! ” s a id  G o n d y . T h i s  w a s  th e  

o n ly  E n g l i s h  w o r d  h e  c o u l d  n e v e r  
p r o n o u n c e .  “  ’A l i o !  1 l ik e  th is . I ’d  
l ik e  to  ta k e  a  c o p y , C o b h a m , if  y o u  
d o n ’ t  m in d !  I t ’s n o t  h a l f  b a d , r e a l l y .”  

“ K e e p  i t  i f  y o u  l i k e .”  C o b h a m  
s h r u g g e d . “ I m u s t  a p o lo g iz e , m y  
f r ie n d s . T h a t  c h a p  is m y  b r o t h e r ,  I 
r e g r e t  to  sa y . W e ’v e  n e v e r  g o t  a lo n g .  
H e  w a n g le d  a  n ic e  c u s h y  b e r th  d u r i n g  
th e  w a r —o h , to  th e  d e v il  w i th  it ! L e t ’s 
f o r g e t  i t ,  e h ?  S e e  h e r e ,  I ’m  h a v in g  
A n n a  le a v e  a  c o ld  s n a c k  f o r  y o u  in  
th e  k i t c h e n  t o n ig h t .  M ig h t  s l ip  m y  
m in d  l a t e r ,  so  I  m e n t i o n  i t  n o w . If  
y o u ’r e  b lo o d y  asses e n o u g h  to  w o rk  
l ik e  y o u  d id  la s t  n i g h t ,  a  b i te  to  e a t  
a r o u n d  m id n ig h t  w ill p u l l  th e  o ld  
h e a r t  u p  e n o r m o u s l y !  A n d  w h a t  
a b o u t  c o f fe e ? ”

“ W e ’l l  m a k e  t h a t  o u r s e lv e s ,  th a n k s  
a  l o t , ”  I  to ld  h im , m in d f u l  o f  E n g 
lis h  co ffe e . “ C o m e  a lo n g  h o m e ; i t ’s 
t i m e  y o u  k n o c k e d  off, a n d  w e  m ig h t  
h a v e  a  r u b b e r  o f  b r id g e .”

N o n e  o f  u s  f o r g o t  t h a t  s c e n e , o f  
c o u r s e , b u t  w e  e a s e d  i t  f o r  h im  q u i te  
w e ll ,  a n d  a f t e r  s u p p e r  G o n d y  w a lk e d  
d o w n  w i th  h i m  to  th e  v i l la g e  w h ile  
M u r c h is o n  a n d  I  to o k  th e  firs t t r ic k  
w i th  th e  B a b y .

“ I w a s  t a l k in g  w i th  th e  c o o k  t o 
d a y ,”  M u r c h  c o n f id e d  to  m e , a s  w e  
t r u n d le d  th e  B a b y  to w a r d  th e  B e a 
c o n . “ G o o d  o ld  s o u l . S h e  s a id  M a s te r  
w a s  d e a d  in  lo v e  w i th  th e  g i r l  w h o  
to o k  th e  o t h e r  g u y , a n d  th e  g i r l  lo v e d  
h im , b u t  th is  G r e g  w o r k e d  s o m e  s h e 
n a n ig a n .  A n d  th e y  g o t  w o r d  A la n  w as  
d e a d  in  A f r i c a  a n d  it  k i l le d  h e r .

E l ie r e ’s a  h e ll o f  a  lo t  b e h in d  th e  
w h o le  s i tu a t io n ,  B i l l .”

“ Y o u ’r e  g e t t i n g  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
E n g l i s h  d i a l e c t ,”  I s a id  d r y ly .

H e  c h u c k le d .  “ O h , C o o k  c a n  ta lk  
p r o p e r  E n g l i s h  if  s h e  w a n ts ! S h e  
n e a r ly  m a r r i e d  a  te c h n ic a l  s e rg e a n t  
f r o m  B r o o k l y n ,  d u r i n g  th e  w a r ,  o n ly  
i t  tu r n e d  o u t  h e  h a d  a  c o u p le  w iv es  
a lr e a d y .  Y o u  s o r t  o f  b le w  off y o u r  
to p  to d a y ,  d i d n ’ t y o u ?  T o o  b a d  o u r  
h o s t  s to p p e d  th e  s h o w .”

“ D a m n e d  g o o d  th in g  f o r  t h a t  b l ig h t 
e r  G r e g ,” I s a id .

T h e  m o o n  w a s  o l d e r  a n d  h ig h e r .  
U p  a n d  d o w n  w e  w a lk e d  th e  B a b y ,  
h o u r  a f t e r  h o u r .  G o n d y  c a m e  b a c k  
a n d  to o k  h is  t u r n .  H e  t u r n e d  u p  
t r e e s , b e d r o c k , m o r e  tr e e s , a n d  n e v e r  
a  s u s p ic io n  o f  m e ta l .  A r o u n d  m id 
n i g h t  w e  b r o k e  off f o r  th e  w a i t in g  
s n a c k , th e n  s tu c k  o u t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
n i g h t  in  s ta r r y  d a r k n e s s  w i th  th e  m o o n  
s u n k e n  a n d  g o n e . W e  h a d  n o  lu ck  
w h a te v e r .

W e d n e s d a y  w e  s le p t  u n t i l  n o o n ,  
b r u n c h e d  w i th  C o b h a m , th e n  s p e n t  
a n  h o u r  g o in g  o v e r  th e  g r o u n d , la y in g  
o u t  th e  n i g h t ’s w o r k  a n d  m a r k in g  ii 
off. We h a d  n o w  c o v e r e d  th e  lik e 
l ie s t  s p o ts , f in d in g  n o th i n g .  T h e  b e d 
r o c k  la y  a t  u n e v e n  d e p th s , a n d  w as  
a  n u is a n c e . I f  w e  a d j u s te d  th e  m a 
c h in e  to  w o r k  to o  lo w , th e  b u z z e r  
w o u ld  s o u n d  a ll  th e  t i m e ,  as th e  ra y s  
s t r u c k  r o c k  a n d  k ic k e d  b a c k ; if  n o t  
lo w  e n o u g h , w e  m ig h t  m iss  w h a t  w e  
s o u g h t .  A s  a d e t e c t o r ,  o u r  g a d g e t  
h a d  its  d is a d v a n ta g e s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  t r y in g  t o  o v e r c o m e  th e m ,  
b e c a u s e  w e  in te n d e d  to  p u t  th e  th in g  
o n  th e  m a r k e t  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e , in  
c o u r s e  o f  t im e .

G o n d y  o f fe r e d  th e  b r i g h t  s u g g e s t io n  
t h a t  w e  m ig h t  a d j u s t  th e  w a v e s  so  th a t  
th e y  w o u ld  ig n o r e  r o c k ,  b e  im m u n e  to  
it ,  as  i t  w e r e . A  m e r e  m a t t e r  o f  a d 
j u s t i n g  th e m  t o  r e b o u n d  f r o m  th e  
m o l e c u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m e ta l  a n ti  
n o t h i n g  e ls e , h e  s a id . T h i s  w a s  so  
d a m n e d  f a n ta s t i c  t h a t  M u r c h is o n  a d 
m i t t e d  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le , th e o r e t ic a l ly .  
B e i n g  a  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  p e r s o n  I p u t  m y  
f o o t  d o w n  h a r d ,  a n d  f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  so  
w e  h a d  as  h o t  a n  a r g u m e n t  as  e v e r  
w a s . T h e n ,  as  h e  u s u a l ly  d id , M u r c h  
c a m e  u p  w i th  a  t r u l y  s o u n d  id e a .

“ I f  b e d r o c k  lie s  a ll  a lo n g  h e r e .  B il l ,  
it  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll s c o u r e d  w h e n  
th e  t id e  s w e p t  a r o u n d  th e s e  ro c k s .  
L e t ’s g o  fin d  M e g h o r n ,  th e  a n t iq u a r y  
c h a p !”

“ W h y  h i m ? ”  I g r u n te d .
“ H e  k n o w s  a ll  th is  c o u n tr y .  H e  

c a n  s k e tc h  f o r  u s  th e  o ld  s h o r e l in e  in  
a n c i e n t  d a y s . T h e n  w e  c a n  f ig u re  
th e  p o s s ib le  d r i f t  a n d  c u r r e n t s —”

TH A T  w a s  r e a l ly  s o m e th in g . I  w a s  
d e p u t e d  to  th e  jo b ,  so  off I w e n t  

to  th e  v i l la g e .
M e g h o r n ’s h o u s e  w a s  p a r t l y  r u in s ,  

p a r t l y  a n  o ld  B r i t i s h  A r m y  h u t  m o v e d  
o n  th e  lo t  a f te r  th e  b u z z -b o m b s  h a d
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h i t .  A lf  w a s  d ig g in g  in  h is  v e g e ta b le  
g a r d e n  o u t  b a c k . W h e n  h e  s a v v ie d  
w h a t  I w a s  a f t e r ,  h e  b e a m e d  a l l  o v e r  
to  b e  ta k e n  f o r  a  r e a l  a n t i q u a r i a n .  I  
saw  t h a t  o n e  s id e  o f  h is  f a c e  w a s  
b r u is e d  a n d  s w o lle n , b u t  m a d e  n o  
c o m m e n t .

I g o t  in  s o m e  b e e r ,  h e  d u g  u p  a n  o l d  
O r d n a n c e  m a p  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  w e  
s e tt le d  d o w n  in  h is  r a t h e r  m e ss y  p l a c e  
to  w o rk . H e  s k e tc h e d  o u t  w h e r e  th e  
o ld  s h o r e l in e  h a d  r u n ,  m a k in g  a  v e r y  
n ic e  j o b  o f  i t ,  a n d  s h o w e d  m e  h is  a n 
t iq u i t ie s — R o m a n  c o in s , b i ts  o f  c a r v e d  
s to n e , p o t te r y  a n d  so  f o r t h .  I  a s k e d  
h o w  h e  h a d  h u r t  h is  f a c e ,  a n d  h e  
r e d d e n e d .

“ B y  n o t  m in d in g  m y  o w n  b u s in e s s ,”  
h e  s a id .

“ I r e a d  t h a t  th i n g  y o u  g a v e  C o b -  
h a m ,”  I  to ld  h i m . “ T h a t  p r e s c r ip 
t i o n .  I t  w a s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  in  its  w a y ,  
b u t  w a s te d  o n  th o s e  h a r d - h e a d e d  
c h a p s . Y o u ’r e  s o m e th i n g  o f  a  p o e t ,  
e h ? ”

TH I S  p le a s e d  h i m  n o  e n d , a n d  h e  
g r e w  c o n f id e n t ia l .

“ I ’m  n o t  a  b u s y b o d y , r e a l l y ,”  h e  
to ld  m e , “ b u t  I ’v e  t r ie d  h a r d  to  k e e p  
th o s e  tw o  f r o m  d o in g  m u r d e r ;  t h a t ’s 
w h a t  I ’m  a f r a i d  o f .  G r e g  is a n  u g ly  
b l i g h t e r .”  H e  t o u c h e d  h is  h u r t  c h e e k .  
“ H e  g a v e  m e  a  le s s o n  to d a y ,  r i g h t  
e n o u g h . Y o u  se e , th is  is th e  d a n g e r  
p e r i o d .”

“ I d o n ’ t u n d e r s t a n d .”
“ G r e g  m a r r i e d  N a n  E v a r t s ;  s h e  a n d

A l a n  w e r e  in  lo v e , b u t  G r e g  w a n g le d  
s o m e  s o r t  o f  a  s l im y  s c h e m e  a n d  
t r i c k e d  h e r .  A  r e p o r t  c a m e  t h a t  A la n  
w a s  k i l le d  in  A f r i c a ,  a n d  s h e  d i d n ’t  
s u r v iv e  lo n g  a f t e r  t h a t .  T o m o r r o w  is  
th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  h e r  d e a t h .  A la n  
p u t  flo w e rs  o n  h e r  g r a v e  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  
i t  d r o v e  G r e g  i n to  a  f u r y , a n d  th e y  
h a d  a  r o w . I f  A l a n  d o e s  th e  s a m e  th in g  
to m o r r o w ,  a n y t h i n g  m a y  h a p p e n .  
’T w o u l d  b e  n o  lo ss  if  G r e g  w e r e  k i l le d ,  
b u t  I ’d  b e  s o r r y  t o  s e e  A l a n  C o b h a m  
s w in g  f o r  i t ;  h e ’s a  fin e  s o r t .”

“ O h ! ”  I  s a id . “ A n d  y o u ’v e  b e e n  
t r y in g  to  p l a n t  n o b le  s e n t i m e n ts  in 
s te a d  o f  h a t r e d  in  th e i r  h e a r ts ,  e h ? ”  

“ T h e r e ’s n o t  m u c h  I c a n  d o ,”  h e  
s a id , a n d  s ig h e d . " I ’v e  k n o w n  ’e m  
s in c e  th e y  w e r e  l i t t l e  ty k e s ; I c a n  in -
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f lu e n ce  A la n ,  b u t  n o t  G r e g . I t ’s a 
m o r t a l  b a d  s i t u a t i o n ,  M r .  C a r s o n .  
A n d  I ’v e  n o t  b e e n  to o  s t r o n g  i' th e  
h e a d  s in c e  t h a t  b u z z -b o m b  la n d e d  
h e r e . I t  y o u  c o u l d  k e e p  y o u r  e y e  o n  
A la n  in  th e  n e x t  d a y  o r  tw o , i t ’d  b e  
a g o o d  d e e d .”

“ C o b h a m  r a t h e r  g o e s  h is  o w n  w a y ;  
w e d o n ’t  s e e  m u c h  o f  h i m ,”  I  r e 
s p o n d e d , a n d  g o t  a w a y  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  
in v e ig le  m e  i n to  a n y  p r o m is e s .  I 
m in d  m y  o w n  b u s in e s s , m o s tly .

BA C K  in  th e  c o o l  r o o m  o f  I n c h g o r e ,  
w e  f ig u re d  o v e r  th e  m a p  u n 

til  i t  b e c a m e  o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  a  s c o u r in g  t id e -r ip  p a s t  
th e  B e a c o n  t h a t  h a d  d u g  o u t  a  b ig  s e c 
t io n  o f  th e  h i g h e r  la n d  th is  w a y  f r o m  
th e  M a r s h . W e  d e d u c e d  t h a t  th e r e  
m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  h u g e  e d d y  a t  th is  
e n d  o f  th e  B e a c o n ,  m a k in g  a  q u ie t  
b a c k w a s h  w h e r e  a l l  s o r ts  o f  th in g s  
m ig h t  w e ll h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  a n d  d e 
p o s i te d .

A la n  C o b h a m  g o t  in to  th e  a r g u 
m e n t ,  s a y in g  o u r  th e o r y  w a s  d is p r o v e d  
b y  h is  f in d in g  t h a t  s h ip -p r o w  w h e r e  
h e  h a d . G o n d y , w h o  h a d  a  f lo o d  o f  
w o rd s  t h a t  w o u ld  d r o w n  a  p h o n o 
g r a p h ,  ta lk e d  o u r  h o s t  in to  a  d a z e . 
H o w e v e r ,  w e  a g r e e d  to  f in ish  firs t w ith  
th e  t r ia n g le  w e  h a d  la i d  o u t  a t  th e  
s t a r t  o f  o u r  s e a r c h .

J u s t  b e f o r e  d a r k ,  w e  w e n t  d o w n  to  
lo o k  o v e r  th e  g r o u n d  i ts e lf , a n d  i t  w a s  
n o t  h a r d  to  p ic k  o u t  th e  l ik e lie s t  s p o t  
w h e r e  th e  s u p p o s e d  b a c k w a s h  m ig h t  
h a v e  b e e n . T h i s  w as  a n  u n p r o d u c t i v e  
c o r n e r  o f  C o b h a m ’s la n d  o v e r g r o w n  
w ith  s a p lin g s  a n d  b r a m b le s .  E v e r y  
n o o k  o f  th e s e  S u s se x  f a r m la n d s  h a d  
its  o w n  t r a d i t i o n a l  n a m e ; a n d  th is  b i t ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  o u r  h o s t ,  h a d  f o r m e r ly  
b e e n  c a l le d  H o r t e l ’s S h a w , n o w  d e g e n 
e r a te d  in to  H o r ls h a w , a s  n e a r ly  as  w e  
c o u ld  g e t  it .  P r o b a b ly  s o m e  w a n d e r 
in g  m in s tr e l  n a m e d  H o r t e l  h a d  
c a m p e d  t h e r e  five o r  s ix  h u n d r e d  
y e a rs  a g o , a n d  e v e r  s in c e  i t  h a d  b e e n  
H o r t e l ’s S h a w  o r  th ic k e t .

T h i s  W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  w e  w o rk e d  
lik e  d o g s  r i g h t  u p  u n t i l  d a w n , g o in g  
o v e r  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  o u r  t r ia n g le  
n e a r  th e  B e a c o n ;  w e  f o u n d  n o th i n g  
e x c e p t  a n  o ld  i r o n  k e t t le  fu ll  o f  h o le s ,  
i n d ic a t i n g  t h a t  o u r  g u e ss  m ig h t  b e  
r ig h t  a n d  a n y th i n g  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  
s c o u r e d  a w a y . S o  f a r  a s  I w a s  c o n 
c e r n e d , t h a t  fin ish e d  i t ;  th e  w h o le  la y 
o u t  w a s  c o c k e y e d  a n d  I w o u ld  b e  d e 
lig h te d  to  c h u c k  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  I  s a id  
n o th in g .

W e  w e r e  t h r o u g h  h e r e ;  w e  h a d  
T h u r s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y  n ig h ts  le f t , th e  
w e e k -e n d  h o l id a y  a h e a d , a n d  H o r t e l ’s 
S h a w  to  e x a m i n e ;  th is  w o u ld  f in ish  it .  
W e  m ig h t  h a v e  w o r k e d  in  t h a t  th ic k e t  
b y  d a y l ig h t ,  i t  s e e m e d , b u t  C o b h a m  
a d v is e d  a g a in s t  i t ;  to o  m a n y  v i l la g e  
eyes a t  w o rk , s a id  h e , a n d  a s  i t  p r o v e d  
h e  w as r ig h t .

S o  w e  s le p t  m o s t  o f  T h u r s d a y ,  s e e 
in g  l i t t le  o f  C o b h a m . A f te r  s u p p e r

h e  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  w h e n  th e  h e lp  
h a d  g o n e  h o m e  w e  b u c k le d  d o w n  to  
th e  ta s k  a h e a d .

I n  t h a t  c u r s e d  th ic k e t  w e  c o u l d  n o t  
h o p e  t o  c o v e r  th e  g r o u n d  th o r o u g h ly ;  
w e  c o u l d  o n ly  b l u n d e r  a r o u n d  in  g e n 
e r a l .  W e  h a d  b e e n  u s in g  a  f la s h lig h t  
to  r e a d  th e  c h a r t  u p o n  g e t t i n g  a n y  
r e a c t i o n ,  b u t  o n  q u i t t i n g  w o r k  a t  
d a w n  I h a d  le f t  i t  b e h in d  a  r o c k  a t  
th e  b a s e  o f  th e  B e a c o n ,  f o r g e t t i n g  it 
th e r e .  S o  w h ile  M u r c h is o n  w a s  w a lk 
in g  th e  B a b y  in  th e  th ic k e t ,  I  w e n t  to  
th e  B e a c o n  f o r  th e  f la s h lig h t . T h e  
w a n in g  m o o n  w a s  th in  a n d  h i g h  a n d  
b r i g h t  in  th e  w e s t. A f t e r  lo c a t i n g  th e  
l i g h t ,  I p a u s e d  t o  g e t  a  c i g a r e t t e  g o 
in g .

“ H i ! ” c a m e  a  v o ic e  o v e r  m y  h e a d . I 
r e s p o n d e d . T h e r e  w a s  a  c l a t t e r ,  a n d  
d o w n  f r o m  th e  r o c k s  c a m e  A lf  M e g -  
h o r n .

“ T h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  a  g h o s t ,  b u t  
g h o s ts  d o n ’ t  s m o k e ,”  s a id  h e , c h u c k 
l in g . I  g a v e  h i m  a  c i g a r e t t e  a n d  a s k e d  
w h a t  h e  w a s  d o in g  h e r e .

“ O h , w a t c h in g .  B i l l  B u n t h o r n  c a m e  
h o m e  f r o m  W h i t b y  l a t e  la s t  n i g h t ,  
w e ll  l i q u o r e d .  H e  c u t  a c ro s s  th e  
m a r s h  a n d  s w e a rs  h e  sa w  g h o s ts  m o v 
in g  a r o u n d . S o  I c a m e  to  w a t c h .”

S o m e  d r u n k e n  v i l la g e r  h a d  s p ie d  us, 
a t  w o r k  a n d  h a d  ta k e n  u s  f o r  g h o s ts .

" T h e r e ’s b a d  th in g s  b r e w i n g ,”  w e n t  
o n  M e g h o r n ,  a s  w e  c h a t t e d .  “ G r e g  
C o b h a m  h a s  b e e n  d r i n k i n g  h a r d  a l l  
d a y , f u l l  o ’ f ire  a n d  th r e a t s .  W h e r e ’s 
A la n ? ”

N o t  k n o w in g , I  s a id  so . “ H e ’d  b e t 
t e r  h a v e  a  c a r e ,”  s a id  M e g h o r n ,  w a g 
g i n g  h is  h e a d .  “ G r e g  w ill  b e  in  a  fin e  
s te w  t o m o r r o w ;  a l iu s  is, a f t e r  a  d r in k 
in g  b o u t .  W e l l ,  I ’m  g o in g  t o  w a t c h  
t i l l  m id n ig h t .  G h o s ts  c o m e  o f  a  fin e  
n i g h t  lik e  th is , b y  a l l  a c c o u n t s .”

H e  c l a m b e r e d  b a c k  a m o n g  th e  
ro c k s , a n d  I r e t u r n e d  t o  H o r t e l ’s S h a w .

S o m e t h in g  a r o u n d  a n  h o u r  l a t e r ,  I  
r e m e m b e r ,  M u r c h is o n  f in is h e d  h is  
t r i c k  a n d  w a s  g o in g  b a c k  to  th e  h o u s e ,  
a n d  p a u s e d  to  g iv e  u s  a  le c t u r e  o n  s u r 
v iv a l .  W e  n e e d  n o t  e x p e c t ,  s a id  h e ,  
to  fin d  a n y  b o n e s  o r  a r m o r .  I r o n  g o e s  
to  r u s t  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  c o p p e r  c o r r o d e s  
to  n o th i n g ,  w o o d  r o ts  lik e  b o n e . I f  
w e  s tr u c k  th e  t r e a s u r e ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  a ll  
s i lv e r , w h ic h  m a y  ta r n i s h  b u t  r e m a in s  
i n ta c t ,  o r  a ll  g o ld , w h ic h  is n o t  a f 
f e c t e d -

j u s t  th e n  th e  b u z z e r  in d ic a te d  a  fin d  
a t  th e  e d g e  o f  s o m e  b r a m b l e  b u s h e s . 
G o n d y  w a s  a t  th e  m a c h in e .  T h i n k i n g  
h e  h a d  s t r u c k  a  r o c k , h e  r a n  th e  B a b y  
a l o n g  f o r  a  f o o t  o r  s o —a n d  th e  b u z z e r  
c o n t in u e d  s o u n d in g . I c a m e  w i th  th e  
f la s h lig h t , g l a n c e d  a t  th e  g a u g e s , th e n  
to o k  a n o t h e r  i n c r e d u lo u s  lo o k .

“ G l o r y  b e , b o y s ! M e ta l  a t  f o u r  fe e t  
d o w n —a n d  a  lo t  o f  i t !  A p p a r e n t l y  
lo o s e  m e ta l ,  f o r  th e  d ia ls  j ig g le , in 
s te a d  o f  r e g is te r in g  a  d i s t i n c t  le v e l  
s u c h  a s  a  c h e s t  o r  s h e e t  o f  i r o n —”

W e  w e r e  e x c i t e d ;  w e  a lw a y s  w e r e ,  
u p o n  m a k in g  d is c o v e r ie s .  T h e  th r i l l
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n e v e r  p a l le d  o n  u s ; e v e n  w h e n  th e  d is 
c o v e r y  p r o v e d  w o rth le s s , w e  g o t  a  t r e 
m e n d o u s  k ic k  o u t  o f  it .  M u r c h is o n  
p r o p o s e d , s in c e  th e  n i g h t  w a s  s till  
e a r ly  a n d  th e  fin d  a  s h a llo w  o n e , th a t  
w e  d ig  f o r  i t  h e r e  a n d  n o w . N o  o n e  
o b j e c te d .  G o n d y  a n d  I s t a r te d  h o m e  
w ith  th e  B a b y , to  le a v e  it a n d  g e t  
s h o v e ls , w h ile  M u r c h is o n  m a r k e d  th e  
s p o t  a n d  s ta y e d  w i th  it.

W e  f o u n d  C o b h a m  n o t  y e t  h o m e ,  
g o t  th e  p ic k  a n d  s h o v e ls , a n d  g o t  b a c k  
t o  th e  s h a w  in  a  h u r r y .  T h e  m o o n  
w a s  to o  lo w  in  th e  w e s t  to  r e a c h  
t h r o u g h  th e  s a p lin g s ; th e  g r o u n d  w as  
d a r k ,  a n d  w e  d a r e d  n o t  u se  th e  flash 
l i g h t  to o  m u c h .  B u t  w e  h a d  to  g o  
o n ly  f o u r  fe e t  d o w n —a n d  w e  f e lt  it 
b e f o r e  w e  sa w  it . F e l t  it , h e a r d  th e  
c l ic k - c l ic k —a  b e d  o f  c o in s  ly in g  lo o se  
in  th e  d i r t .  O n c e  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n f in e d  in  s o m e th in g , p e r h a p s  
a  l e a t h e r  s a c k , a  h u g e  o n e . G o n d y  g o t  
tw o  j u t e  s a ck s  f r o m  th e  h o u s e  a n d  we 
f ille d  th e m  b o th  a n d  d r a g g e d  th e m  
h o m e , f ig u r in g  t h a t  b e f o r e  m o r n i n g  w e  
w o u ld  r e t u r n  a n d  fill in  th e  g r o u n tl .

T h e  d i n in g - r o o m  o p e n e d  o ff th e  
l i v in g - r o o m ; w e  d u m p e d  th e  c o in s  o n  
th e  b i g  t a b l e .  T h e r e  w e r e  th o u s a n d s  
o f  th e m , a l l  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r ;  a n d  
a m o n g  th e  c o in s  w e r e  b r o o c h e s  a n d  
r in g s  a n d  c ro s s e s  a n d  c h a in s , a ll  o t  
g o ld .  I t  w a s  th e  s o r t  o f  th in g  y o u  
d r e a m  a b o u t .  T h e  s i lv e r  w a s  b la c k  
e n e d , o f  c o u r s e ;  th e  g o ld  g l in t e d  yel 
lo w  a n d  b r i g h t .  G o n d y  p ic k e d  u p  a 
f e w  o f  th e  c o in s  a n d  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .

“ T h e y  lo o k  R o m a n ;  I  c a n ’t  te ll  It 
w e — ’A l i o ! ”

CO B H A M  c a m e  w a l k in g  in . H e  
lo o k e d  t i r e d  a n d  o l d ,  a n d  h a d  a 

b a d ly  b r u is e d  c h e e k .
“ S o  h e r e  y o u  a r e ! ”  h e  e x c la im e d .  

“ I w e n t  w a lk in g —h a d  a  r o w  o n  th e  
w a y ; b e a s tly  m e ss  a l l  a r o u n d ,  I ’m  
a f r a id .  O h , I  s a y —G o o d  L o r d ! ”

H e  s a w  th e  c o in s  a n d  s to o d  s tu p e 
fied .

F o r  a s  m u c h  a s  tw e n ty  m in u te s  w e  
a ll  h a d  a  h i la r io u s  t im e . H e  lu g g e d  
o u t  a  c a s k  o f  b e e r  a n d  b r o a c h e d  it . 
a n d  d r a n k  h e a l th s  a n d  ta lk e d  b ig . 
A la n  C o b h a m  b e c a m e  a n o t h e r  m a n .  
b l i th e  a n d  e a g e r ;  b u t  o n c e  h e  to u c h e d  
h is  b r u is e d  c h e e k  a n d  h is  f a c e  d a r k 
e n e d  o m in o u s ly . W e  p la y e d  lik e  b o ys  
w i th  th e  t r e a s u r e ,  th e n  s t a r te d  to  s e p 
a r a t e  th e  g o ld  f r o m  th e  s i lv e r . W h i le  
w e  w e r e  a t  th is , th e  k n o c k e r  o n  th e  
b i g  f r o n t  d o o r  b e g a n  to  h a m m e r .  W e  
g a s p e d , lo o k e d  a t  o n e  a n o t h e r  g u i l t i ly ,  
a n d  I g r a b b e d  a  s a c k  a n d  f lu n g  it 
o v e r  th e  ta b le .

O u r  h o s t  w a lk e d  o u t  i n to  th e  liv in g -  
r o o m , a n d  w e  f o llo w e d , ju s t  in  tim e  
to  se e  th e  f r o n t  d o o r  b u r s t  in w a r d .  
A c r o s s  th e  th r e s h o ld  f lu n g  G r e g  C o b 
h a m , a  s h o t g u n  o v e r  h is  a r m . F ie  
lo o k e d  lik e  a  m a d m a n . B lo o d  w as  
o n  h is  f a c e , a n d  h is  h a i r  flew  w ild .  
H e  w a s  n o t  d r u n k  n o r  s o b e r ,  b u t  in  
th e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  h e a v y  d r in k in g ,  a n d



a t  th e  b r in k  o f  in s a n i ty  w i th  s h e e r  
b lin d  f u r y . H e  s to p p e d  s h o r t ,  g l a r i n g  
a t  A la n .

' T v e  c o m e  f o r  y o u !”  h e  b l u r te d  o u t .  
" E a s y  o n ,  o l d  f e l lo w ,”  s a id  A la n .  

" J u s t  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  to  k n o c k  y o u  
d o w n  d o e s n ’t  c a l l  f o r  a  g u n ,  G r e g .  
P u t  i t  d o w n , a n d  I ’l l  g iv e  y o u  a n o t h e r  
k n o c k d o w n  if  y o u  l ik e —”

" Y o u  b lo o d y  m u c k e r ,  w h a t  b u s in e s s  
h a v e  y o u  p u t t i n g  flo w e rs  o n  h e r  
g r a v e ? ” c r ie d  G r e g  f u r io u s ly . “ I ’v e  
to ld  y o u  to  le a v e  h e r  a lo n e .  S h e  w a s  
m y  w ife , n o t  y o u r s . I ’v e  h a d  e n o u g h ,  
a n d  th is  is th e  e n d . I ’ll  d o  f o r  y o u  
n o w  if  I s w in g  f o r  i t ! ”

AL A N  w a lk e d  to w a r d  h i m  c a lm ly .
l “ Y o u ’r e  o u t  o f  y o u r  h e a d , G r e g ,”  

h e  sa id  s te a d i ly .  " I ’v e  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  
y o u r  d r u n k e n  w ay s, to o , b u t  m u r d e r  
is m u r d e r ,  y o u  k n o w —”

G r e g  th r e w  u p  th e  g u n , a n d  th e  
h a m m e r  c l ic k e d  as  h e  c o c k e d  it .

“ Y o u  l ie ! Y o u  th r e a t e n e d  to  k ill  
m e . Y o u ’d  lik e  to  d o  it ,  so  C o b h a m  
F a r m  c o u ld  a l l  b e  y o u r s  a n d  m e  o u t  o ’ 
th e  w a y . Y o u ’ ll n o t  d o  i t !  I ’m  th e  
o n e  t h a t ’ll i n h e r i t  th e  w h o le  p la c e ,  
d a m n  y o u !”

" S t o p  y o u r  r a v i n g .”  A la n  c o n 
t in u e d  h is  a p p r o a c h .  " T h e r e ’ll  b e  n o  
m u r d e r  d o n e  h e r e .  P u t  u p  th e  g u n .  
W e  s e t t le d  i t  w i th  o u r  fists o n c e  t o 
n ig h t ,  a n d  if  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  i t  a g a i n ,  
I s u p p o s e  w e m u s t .”

" A y e ,  a n d  I w e n t  h o m e  f o r  th e  g u n ,  
a n d  I ’ll  s e t t le  y o u  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l ,  
d a m n  y o u !”  r a v e d  G r e g , h is  ey e s  b la z 
in g . M u r c h is o n  a n d  I h a d  b e g u n  to  
c i r c l e  a r o u n d  h im , a n d  h e  s a w  u s  a n d  
s w u n g  th e  m u z z le  to w a r d  u s . “ L o o k  
o u t ,  y o u  d a m n e d  A m e r i c a n s !  K e e p  
y o u r  d is ta n c e , o r  y o u ’ll g e t  a  d o s e  o f  
th e  s a m e —”

A la n  ju m p e d  a t  G r e g , s t r ik i n g  th e  
g u n  a s id e .

O n e  s h e ll  e x p l o d e d  w i th  a  t r e m e n 
d o u s  r o a r ,  b u t  h a r m le s s ly ,  th e  s h o t  
p e p p e r in g  th e  b ig  r a f te r s .  T h e n  th e  
tw o  m e n  w e r e  r e e l in g ,  lo c k e d  to g e th e r ,  
f ig h tin g  f o r  th e  g u n ,  a n d  d o in g  i t  w i th  
s u c h  in s e n s a te  f e r o c i ty  t h a t  n e i th e r  
M u r c h is o n  n o r  I ,  h o p in g  to  d is a r m  
th e  d r u n k e n  f o o l , c o u ld  in te r v e n e .

S u d d e n ly  I sa w  a n  o p e n in g ,  a n d  
d iv e d  in . M u r c h is o n  a c te d  a t  th e  
s a m e  in s t a n t .  O u r  c o m b in e d  w e ig h t  
s e n t  th e  tw o  o f  t h e m  c r a s h i n g  i n to  a  
c h a i r ,  a n d  w e  a l l  c a m e  d o w n  in  o n e  
m a d  ta n g le .  B u t  th e  c r a s h  h a d  a  
te r r i f i c  e c h o , a s  th e  o t h e r  b a r r e l  o f  th e  
s h o tg u n  e x p l o d e d .  A n d  th e  c h a r g e  
to r e  o u t  G r e g  C o b h a m ’s t h r o a t .  . . .

T h e r e  w a s  a  p h o n e  in  th e  h o u s e ,  
a n d  A la n  c a l le d  th e  lo c a l  c o n s ta b le ,  
w h o  c a m e  a lo n g  a n d  b r o u g h t  a  S ir  
J o h n  s o m e b o d y , th e  lo c a l  m a g is t r a te ,  
a n d  a  d o z e n  m o r e  p e o p le  c a m e  t r o o p 
in g  in . M e a n t im e ,  G o n d y  h a d  r a m m e d  
th e  c o in s  i n to  th e  s a ck s  a g a i n  a n d  
s tu c k  th e m  i n to  a  c o r n e r  o f  th e  d i n i n g 
r o o m  o u t  o f  s ig h t—u n lu c k i ly  m is s in g  
a few  t h a t  r o l le d  o n  th e  f lo o r .

T h e  c o r p s e  o f  G r e g  s t i l l  h a d  th e  g u n  
c le n c h e d  in  h is  h a n d s , a n d  th is  s a v e d  
th e  d a y  f o r  A l a n .  A n  h o u r  o r  so  l a t e r  
th e  c o u n ty  c o r o n e r  c a m e  a lo n g .  O u r  
te s t im o n y  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n  d o w n  in  d e 
t a i l .  T h e r e  w a s  a  p o w w o w , a n d  S ir  
J o h n  c a m e  o v e r  a n d  c la p p e d  A l a n  o n  
th e  s h o u ld e r ,  c o r d ia l ly ,  a n d  to ld  h im  
t o  c h e e r  u p ,  t h a t  th e  v e r d i c t  w a s  c e r 
ta i n  to  b e  e i t h e r  “ a c c i d e n ta l ly  s h o t ” 
o r  " b y  h is  o w n  h a n d ,”  a n d  A la n  
w o u ld  b e  h e ld  b la m e le s s .

T h e n  I s a w  th e  c o n s ta b le  b e c k o n  
S ir  J o h n  o u t  i n to  th e  d i n in g -r o o m  
a n d  k n e w  th e  w o r s t  m u s t  h a v e  h a p 
p e n e d .

C o b h a m  o n ly  s tif le d  a  g r o a n  w h e n  
I to ld  h im .

“ W h a t  d o e s  i t  m a t t e r ,  C a r s o n ?  T h e  
d u g -u p  g r o u n d  w o u ld  b e  d is c o v e r e d  
a n y h o w . W e  c a n ’ t h o p e  to  h id e  th e  
fin d . H a n d  it  o v e r ,  a n d  d e v il  ta k e  it . 
T h e  m a in  th in g  is to  p r o t e c t  y o u  th r e e  
c h a p s ; t h a t  c a n  b e  m a n a g e d .”

S ir  J o h n  c a m e  b a c k , p r e s e n t ly ,  lo o k 
in g  g r a v e .

“ S o r r y , C o b h a m —d e u c e d  a m a z in g  
th in g ,  ’p o n  m y  w o r d !”  h e  s a id . “ T h e s e  
c o in s  in  y o n d e r :  I t  m e a n s  a  c h a r g e  o f  
c o n c e a l i n g  t r e a s u r e - t r o v e —th e y ’ll  h a v e  
t o  b e  im p o u n d e d  f o r  th e  C r o w n  t i l l  
w e  c a n  g e t  a  T r e a s u r y  m a n  d o w n  f r o m  
L o n d o n —”

W e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w e  h a d  o n ly  l o 
c a te d  th e  t r e a s u r e  th is  s a m e  n i g h t ,  a n d  
c o o k e d  u p  a  p la u s ib le  y a r n  a b o u t  a c 
c id e n ta l l y  h a p p e n i n g  o n  i t  a n d  so  
f o r t h .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d .  
T h e r e  i t  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  d i n in g - r o o m ,  
c o n c e a le d ;  a n d  th e  C r o w n  w a s  d a m n e d  
s e t  o n  m a k in g  e x a m p le s ,  in  o r d e r  to  
f r ig h te n  e v e r y o n e  e ls e  i n to  t u r n i n g  in  
w h a te v e r  th e y  f o u n d .

S o  th e  c r o w d  w a s  c l e a r e d  o u t ,  th e  
b o d y  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  S i r  J o h n  d e p a r t e d  
w ith  o u r  fin d  p a c k e d  in t o  h is  c a r .  H e  
h a d  e x a m i n e d  s o m e  o f  th e  c o in s ,  k n e w  
q u i t e  a  b i t  a b o u t  th e m , a n d  s a id  t h a t  
a l l  w e r e  v e r y  o l d ,  R o m a n  o r  S a x o n  in  
o r i g i n ;  a  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  fin d .

T h e  f o u r  o f  u s  s a t  d r i n k i n g  b e e r ,  
C o b h a m  t r y in g  to  c o n s o le  u s , a n d  w e  
t r y in g  to  h e a r t e n  h i m . T h e  p o o r  f e l
lo w  w a s  p r e t t y  lo w , a n d  n o  w o n d e r ;  
h o w e v e r ,  h e  w a s  lu c k y  t h a t  th e r e  
w o u ld  b e  n o  m u r d e r  c h a r g e — th is  h a d  
b e e n  m a d e  p l a in .  W h i l e  w e  w e r e  ta l k 
in g , c a m e  a  k n o c k  a t  th e  d o o r  a n d  
h e r e  w a s  o l d  A lf  M e g h o r n ,  d r a w n  b y  
th e  l ig h ts  a n d  c o m m o t io n .

C o b h a m  b r o u g h t  h i m  in  a n d  s e t  a  
m u g  o f  b e e r  f o r  h im . W e  h a d  t o  te l l  
a b o u t  th e  t r e a s u r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ; I  h a d  
s o m e  lo o s e  c o in s  in  m y  p o c k e t  a n d  h e  
f in g e re d  th e m . S u d d e n ly  h is  b r i g h t  l i t 
t le  ey es s t r u c k  u p  a t  u s .

“ C o b h a m ! Y o u  n e e d  a  la w y e r .  G e t  
C la r k e ,  o v e r  a t  W h i t b y —h e ’s a  K .C . ! ”

" L a w y e r  b e  d a m n e d ,”  g r o w le d  C o b 
h a m . “ H e  c a n ’ t  h e lp  u s .”

“ B u t  h e  c a n ! ”  c r i e d  M e g h o r n  e x 
c i te d ly .  " T h e s e  a r e  a l l  v e r y  o l d  c o in s ,  
S a x o n  o r  R o m a n !  T h e y  w e r e  f o u n d  
in  H o r t e l ’s S h a w , a n d  t h a t  w a s  u n d e r
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w a t e r  u n t i l  a b o u t  th e  y e a r  1 2 0 0  o r  
l a t e r .”

“ W h a t ’s t h a t  g o t  to  d o  w i th  i t ? ” I  
d e m a n d e d .

“ E v e r y th i n g !  T h e  C r o w n  c a n  n o t  
t o u c h  th e s e  c o in s !  I ’v e  g o t  a  b o o k  a t  
h o m e  t h a t  te l ls  a b o u t  i t .  I n  1 8 9 7  
t h e r e  w a s  a  c a s e  o f  th e  C r o w n  a g a in s t  
th e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  o v e r  th e  L i m a -  
v a r y  t r e a s u r e .*  I t  p r o v e d  n o t  to  b e  
t r e a s u r e - t r o v e ,  te c h n ic a l ly ,  b e c a u s e  th e  
la n d  w h e r e  i t  w a s  f o u n d  h a d  o n c e  
b e e n  u n d e r  th e  s e a — th e  t r e a s u r e  h a d  
a c t u a l l y  n o t  b e e n  c o n c e a le d  th e r e  b u t  
h a d  b e e n  lo s t  b e n e a th  th e  s e a ! T h e  
p r e c e d e n t  w ill  h o ld  t r u e  h e r e —se e  if  
i t  d o e s n ’t ! ”

A n d  b e  d a m n e d  if  th e  o ld  c h a p  
w a s n ’ t  d e a d  r i g h t ,  as  e v e n ts  p r o v e d !  
W e  g o t  b a c k  o u r  s a ck s  o f  c o in ,  a n d  
th e r e  w a s  n o  c a s e  a g a i n s t  A la n  C o b 
h a m , a n d  e v e r y th in g  w a s  lo v e ly .

S t i l l ,  I h a v e  o f te n  w o n d e r e d  a t  th e  
c u r io u s  o ld  f e llo w  s t ic k in g  a r o u n d  th e  
B e a c o n  w a t c h in g  f o r  g h o s ts  w h e n  th e y  
w e r e  in  f r o n t  o f  h is  ey e s  a l l  th e  t i m e — 
th e  g h o s ts  h a u n t i n g  t h a t  s to r y  w h o s e  
d e t a i l s  w e  n e v e r  l e a r n e d .  T h e  s to r y  
o f  a  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  m a r r ie d  th e  
w r o n g  m a n , th e  w o m a n  o n  w h o s e  
g r a v e  A l a n  C o b h a m  h a d  p u t  f lo w e rs ; 
a n d  o f  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  la y  b e h in d  th e  
s a v a g e  h a t r e d  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  
b r o t h e r s .

“ A n d  y e t  w e  c a n  im a g in e  th e  r o 
m a n t i c  d e t a i l s ,”  s a id  M u r c h is o n ,  w h o  
w a s  a n  i n c u r a b le  r o m a n t i c i s t .  " T h e  
d e ta i ls  o f  h e a r t b r e a k ,  o f  s ly  d e v i l t r y  
o n  G r e g ’s p a r t ,  o f  A la n  g o in g  off to  
A f r i c a  in  th e  a r m y —”

“ S p a r e  u s ,”  I b r o k e  in . “ Y o u  c a n ’t 
c o n j u r e  u p  a n y th i n g  m o r e  d o w n r ig h t  
r o m a n t i c  th a n  t h a t  o f  p i c k in g  u p  a  
V ik in g ’s l o o t  w h e r e  th e  s e a c o a s t  h a s n ’ t 
r u n  f o r  a  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  o r  so ! O h ,  
t h a t  y o u , G o n d y ?  W h a t ’s u p ? ”

GO N D Y  c a m e  b r e a k i n g  in  u p o n  u s ,
! e x c i te d ly  w a v in g  a  le t te r .

“ M y  f r ie n d s , h e r e  is r e a l ly  a  m a r 
v e l !  T h i n k  o f  i t —a  r o y a l  t r e a s u r e !  
W h a t  is i t  y o u  say  in  E n g l i s h —b u s te d ?  
Y e s . T h e  b u s te d  n o b le m a n  a n d  th e  
u g ly  b a r m a i d ,  a n d  o u r  c h a n c e  a t  th e  
c r o w n  je w e ls , o u r s  f o r  th e  m e r e  p ic k 
in g  u p — ’A li o !  W h a t ? ”

“ O k a y ,”  I  s ig h e d  r e s ig n e d ly . “ I ’m  
a h a r d - h e a d e d  g u y . T e l l  u s , a n d  I ’ll 
p ic k  h o le s  in  it  f a s t  e n o u g h .”

B u t ,  as  i t  p r o v e d , I c o u ld  n o t .  T h e r e  
w e r e  th e  c r o w n  je w e ls  o f  E n g l a n d ,  n o  
less , w a i t in g  f o r  u s —b u t  t h a t  is a n 
o t h e r  s to r y .

* F a c t .

“The Nobleman and the Ugly Bar
maid,” another fascinating story in this 
series, will be a feature of our next is
sue. With it will appear the second of 
Joel Reeve’s fighter-boy series, the third 
of Lt. Com. Richard Kelly’s "Behind 
the Enemy Lines,” and many other 
stories of special interest.



t_A Man with Nine Lives

TH E  w r a th  o f  G o d  s e e m e d  to  
b e  o n  th e  B la c k  P ig e o n  m in e .  
I t  w a s  o f te n  s a id , p r iv a te ly ,  
t h a t  i t  w as  P i t-b o s s  H a p  M il 
l e r ’s c o m p le t e  d is r e g a r d  f o r  th e  la w s  

o f  G o d  a n d  th e  liv e s  o f  m e n  t h a t  m a d e  
th e  o l d  w o rk in g s  s u c h  a  h e l lh o le .  S o m e  
c o n t e n d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t  s ta r te d  
o v e r  a  q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y  b e f o r e ,  w h e n  a  
h e r d  o f  w o rk -m u le s  w e r e  le f t  d o w n  b e 
lo w  in  th e  d a r k n e s s  u n t i l  th e y  w e n t  a s  
b l in d  as  s u b te r r a n e a n  m o n s te r s .

W h a t e v e r  th e  c a u s e , H a p  M il le r  w a s  
f a c e d  w i th  th e  p r o b le m  o f  f in d in g  a  
n e w  s h o t -f ir e r —f o r  P e t e r  N o r d t ’s f o r m  
w a s  l a y in g  c o l d  a n d  s tiff  o n  th e  w a s h 
h o u s e  f lo o r . H a p  p a c e d  b a c k  a n d  
f o r t h  i n  th e  d i m l y  l i g h t e d  b u i ld in g .  
“ W h e r e ?  W h e r e ? ”  h e  m u t t e r e d ,  h is  
h a n d s  g r a s p in g  o u t  h o p e le s s ly  in  s p a c e .

T h e  B l a c k  P ig e o n  w a s  m o s t  f a m o u s  
a s  a  k i l le r  o f  s h o t -f ire r s . D a r e d e v i ls  
o f  th e  s h o t -f ir in g  t r a d e  h a d  c o m e  in  
f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o a lf ie ld s  to  m a t c h

th e i r  w its  a g a i n s t  it .  T h e y  c a m e ,  
b r a v e  s k il le d  m e n , fu ll  o f  c o n f id e n c e ;  
th e y  k n e w  h o w  a  b l a s t  s h o u ld  s e t  in  
a  w a l l  o f  c o a l ;  th e y  k n e w  d y n a m ite  
a n d  p o w d e r  a n d  g a s  a n d  a f t e r d a m p .  
O n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  th e y  h a d  m e t  th e i r  
e n d —u n t i l  n o w  H a p  k n e w  t h a t  th e  
m o s t  d a r i n g  w o u ld  n o t  g o  b e lo w  to  
l i g h t  th e  d e a d ly  fu ses.

M ik e  M c G u i r e  d r a g g e d  th e  i n e r t  
b o d y  u n d e r  a  s h o w e r  a n d  s t a r t e d  ta k 
i n g  o ff  t h e  fe w  t a t t e r e d  r a g s  w h ic h  r e -
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m a in e d  u p o n  i t .  “ P e t e r  m a d e  a  g a m e  
f ig h t f o r  l i f e ,”  h e  o b s e r v e d . “ H e  t r ie d  
t o  e s c a p e  th r o u g h  th e  o l d  w o rk in g s ,  
b u t  t h e  a f t e r d a m p  f in is h e d  h i m  o ff .”  
T h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  th e  B l a c k  P i g e o n ’s 
p a s s a g e s  h a d  a t  m a n y  p la c e s  b r o k e n  
i n to  o l d  a b a n d o n e d  w o r k in g s  w h ic h  
h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  d o w n  o n  e a c h  s id e  o f  
i t .  S o m e  o f  th e s e  o l d  p a s s a g e s  r a n  f o r  
m ile s ,  f r o m  m i n e  t o  m in e .

“ H e l l ,  M ik e , t h a t  a i n t  w h a t ’s b o th 
e r i n ’ m e ,”  H a p  s n o r te d ,  d is g u s t  s h o w 

in g  o n  h is  f a c e .  “ W h a t  I  w a n t  to  
k n o w  is w h e r e  a m  I  g o n n a  f in d  s o m e 
b o d y  t o  p i c k  u p  h is  l i g h t  a n ’ k e e p  th e m  
b l a s t in ’-fires  b u r n i n ’.”

T h e r e  w a s  s i le n c e  i n  th e  w a s h h o u s e ,  
a s  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  c r e w  m o v e d  
t o  h e l p  M ik e  w a s h  P e t e r  N o r d t ’s b o d y .  
T h e y  h a d  a  c r e e d ,  a n d  t h a t  c r e e d  h e l d  
a  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  d e a d ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  th e  l iv in g .

T h a t  s i le n c e  w a s  b r o k e n  b y  a  sh u ffle  
o f  f e e t .  A  h u g e  s t r a n g e r  s te p p e d  fo r-
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w a r d  a n d  s to o d  b e f o r e  t h e  p it-b o s s .  
“ I ’l l  s h o o t  y e r  s h o ts ,  M i s t e r ,”  h e  v o l 
u n te e r e d .

H a p  t u r n e d  a n d  p e e r e d  th r o u g h  n a r 
r o w e d  ey e s  a t  th e  s t r a n g e r .  “ W h a t ’d  
y o u  s a y ? ”  h e  d e m a n d e d ,  u n a b l e  t o  b e 
l ie v e  h is  o w n  e a rs .

" I  s a id  I ’d  s h o o t  y e r  s h o ts .”
“ A i n t  n o  p l a y h o u s e ,  s h o o t in ’ th e  

P i g e o n ’s s h o t s !”
“ I ’l l  s h o o t  ’e m  a w r i g h t ,”  t h e  g i a n t  

r e t u r n e d  d r y ly .
H a p  w a s  ru ffle d  b y  th e  s t r a n g e r ’s 

q u i e t ,  c o n f id e n t  a t t i t u d e ,  a n d  h e  w a s  
u n a b l e  t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  h is  p r o b le m  o f  
f in d in g  a  s h o t -f ir e r  h a d  b e e n  s o lv e d  so  
r e a d i l y .  H e  w a s  u s e d  t o  h u n t i n g  f o r  
h is  s h o t -f ire r s , a n d  b e g g in g  a n d  p l e a d 
in g  w i th  th e m , a n d  f in a lly  g e t t i n g  t h e m  
b y  o f f e r in g  t h e m  s u m s  o f  m o n e y  w h ic h  
w e r e  i r r e s is t i b le  t o  a  w o r k in g m a n — 
" f u n e r a l  e x p e n s e s ,”  t h e  m in e r s  c a l le d  
i t .  S o  th is  w a s  t o o  m u c h ;  h e  ju s t  
c o u l d n ’t  b e l ie v e  th e  m a n  w a s  i n  h is  
r i g h t  se n se s . H e  w h ir le d  a n d  p o i n t e d  
t o  t h e  c r u m p l e d  f o r m  o f  P e t e r  N o r d t .  
" Y e a h ,  s e e  t h a t  g u y ? ”  h e  s n e e r e d . “ H e  
s a id  h e  c o u l d  s h o o t  ’e m , t o o .”

T h e  s t r a n g e  g i a n t  m o v e d  a  s te p  f o r 
w a r d  t h r e a t e n i n g l y .  “ I ’l l  s h o o t  y e r  
s h o ts ,  M i s te r ,”  h e  r e t u r n e d  c r is p ly ,  
" j u s t  l ik e  I  s a id .”

N o  m a n  h a d  b e e n  so  f o r w a r d  w i th  
H a p  M il le r  in  m a n y  a  r u n .  M e n  
f e a r e d  H a p ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a n y  g r e a t  
p h y s ic a l  s t r e n g t h  w h ic h  h e  p o sse sse d ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  k n o w n  t o  b e  b a d  
lu c k  t o  c ro s s  h i m .  H e  r u l e d  L i n d y  
H a l l  c a m p ,  a n d  r u l e d  i t  f irm ly , w i th  
t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m e n ’s liv e s  w h ic h  h e  
h e l d  i n  h is  h a n d s . B u t  h e  m e r e ly  
r a i s e d  a  r e s t r a i n i n g  h a n d  b e f o r e  th e  
g i a n t .  “ O k a y , o k a y ,”  h e  p a c if ie d . “ I t  
s u its  m e  f in e  i f  y o u  c a n  s h o o t  ’e m .”

T h e  n e w c o m e r  q u ie t l y  r e l a x e d ,  w a i t 
in g  f o r  th e  p i t-b o s s  t o  s p e a k .

“ W h a t ’s th e  n a m e ? ”  H a p  a s k e d , w i th  
a n  e f f o r t  a t  c a s u a ln e s s .

“ T h e  n a m e  is  R e d  D e v in e ,”  t h e  m a n  
r e p l i e d .

H a p  p e e r e d  i n t o  t h e  c o a l - s c a r r e d  
f a c e  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e r .  T h e  m in e r s  
w a s h i n g  th e  r e m a in s  o f  P e t e r  N o r d t  
s to p p e d  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  s ta r e d  a t  h im .

" B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e ? ”  th e  p it-b o s s  
i n q u ir e d ,  a lm o s t  in c r e d u lo u s ly .

“ S o m e  c a lls  m e  t h a t , ”  th e  g i a n t  a c 
k n o w le d g e d .

B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e  w a s  a  h a l f 
l e g e n d a r y  f ig u re , k n o w n  a l l  o v e r  th e  
c o a lf ie ld s  a s  " t h e  m a n  w i th  n i n e  l iv e s .”  
H e  w a s  a  d a r e d e v i l  s h o t -f ir e r  w h o s e



s u p e r h u m a n  d e e d s  o c c u p ie d  a  p l a c e  in  
f o lk -ta le s  b e s id e  th o s e  o f  J e s s e  J a m e s .  
H e  h a d  a  g r u d g e  a g a in s t  l i f e ,  so  th e  
s to r y  w e n t ,  a n d  w a s  f o r e v e r  t r y i n g  to  
b lo w  h im s e lf  t o  b i ts  a t  h is  t r a d e .  E i g h t  
t im e s  h e  h a d  b e e n  b e lo w  in  m a j o r  e x 
p lo s io n s , b u t  e a c h  t im e ' h e  h a d  c o m e  
f o r t h  t o  liv e  a g a in .

“ B la s t in ’ R e d  D e v in e !”  H a p  a g a i n  
m u t t e r e d .  H e  w a s  s lo w ly  c o m in g  b a c k  
t o  h is  o ld  s e lf , a  s h r e w d  b a r g a i n e r  w i th  
m e n  in  th e  d e a d ly  b u s in e s s  o f  c o a l 
m in i n g .  “ R e d ,  y o u ’r e  th e  a n s w e r  to  
m y  p r a y e r s ,”  h e  s a id , h is  h a r d  f a c e  
b e a m in g .  " I  h o p e  y o u ’r e  th e  real 
B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e !  H e ’s th e  o n ly  
m a n  a l iv e  t h a t  c a n  s h o o t  th e  P i g e o n ’s  
s h o ts .”

“ I ’ll  s h o o t  ’e m ,”  R e d  D e v in e  in 
f o r m e d  h i m , “ b u t  I  g o t t a  h a v e  m y  
o w n  c o n d i t i o n s .”

“ S h o r e , R e d ! ”  H a p  s a id  c h e e r f u lly .  
“ A s k  w h a t  y o u  w a n t—i t ’s y o u r s .”  

“ W e l l ,  f irs t, i f  t h e r e ’s a n y  b lo w o u t ,  
y e  a i n t  t o  s e n d  n o  r e s c u e - p a r ty  a f t e r  m e .”  

“ H e l l ,  R e d ,”  th e  p it-b o s s  a r g u e d ,  “ I  
h a v e  a  h a r d  e n o u g h  t im e  g e t t i n ’ th e s e  
s u p e r s t i t io u s  m in e r s  d o w n  in  t h a t  h o le  
w i t h o u t  a n y  s k e le to n s  a r o u n d !”

“ Y e  c a n  ta k e  m e  o u t  if  I  c r o a k ,  b u t  
d o n ’t  le t  n o b o d y  d r a g  m e  o u t  a l i v e .”

“ O k a y , R e d —i t ’s y o u r  te r m s .”  
“ T h e n ,  in  c a s e  I  c r o a k  s o m e tim e ,  

y o u  p r o m is e  t o  s e n d  th is  m e s s a g e .” 
H e  h a n d e d  H a p  a  f a d e d  p a p e r ,  th e  
o u ts id e  b la c k e n e d  b y  a g e  a n d  th e  
h a n d l i n g  o f  c o a l - s m e a r e d  h a n d s . H a p  
o p e n e d  th e  f o ld e d  p a p e r  a n d  r e a d :

Dear Stella:
I’ve shot my last shot. You said 

when you left me to let you know 
when I quit, so you could come back 
to me. With love—

Red Devine
T h i s  w o m a n , S te l la ,  w a s  b e h in d  th e  

d e a th -s e e k in g  d a r e d e v iln e s s  o f  B l a s t i n ’ 
R e d  D e v in e . T h e  w h o le  s to r y  w a s  n o t  
k n o w n , e x c e p t  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  lo v e rs ,  
a n d  h a d  p a r t e d  b e c a u s e  h e  r e f u s e d  to  
g iv e  u p  h is  s h o t -f ir in g , th e  m o s t  d a n 
g e r o u s  j o b  in  th e  w o r ld . B u t  i t  s e e m e d  
R e d  c o u l d n ’ t  q u i t ;  n e i t h e r  c o u l d  h e  
t h in k  o f  l i v in g  w i t h o u t  S te l la .  H e  b e 
c a m e  o b se s s e d  w i th  w h a t  w a s  c o n 
s id e r e d  a n  in s a n i ty ,  b l a s t in g  h is  w a y  
f r o m  m in e  to  m in e ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  
s e e m e d  th e  b ig g e s t  c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  
b lo w n  t o  b i ts .  D e a t h ,  ’h o w e v e r ,  r e 
fu s e d  to  m a k e  a  r e n d e z v o u s  w i th  h im .  
F a t e —a n d  h is  s u p e r h u m a n  s t r e n g t h — 
a lw a y s  d r a g g e d  h i m  o u t  t o  l i f e .  . . .
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O l d  B l a c k  P ig e o n  m in e  w a s  n o t  lo n g  
in  s h o w in g  its  w r a t h  a t  B l a s t i n ’ R e d  
D e v in e . T h e  e x p l o s io n ,  f a r  b a c k  in  
i ts  b o w e ls , r o c k e d  th e  w h o le  c a m p .  
S m o k e  a n d  f ire  b e l c h e d  f o r t h  f r o m  th e  
s h a f t  a n d  s e t t le d  d o w n  o v e r  th e  p r a i r ie .  
M in e r s  h u r r i e d l y  g a t h e r e d  a t  th e  m in e  
t o p - a n d  f o r m e d  a  r e s c u e - p a r ty ,  b u t  
H a p  M il le r  b lo c k e d  th e i r  p a t h .

“ Y o u  a i n t  g o i n ’ d o w n  t h e r e  a f te r  
R e d ,”  h e  t o ld  th e m . “ I  p r o m is e d  n o 
b o d y  w o u ld  d r a g  h i m  o u t  a l i v e .”

T h e  d a y  e n d e d  a n d  th e  n i g h t  s lo w ly  
w o r e  i ts e l f  a w a y . T h e  m in e r s  m il le d  
a b o u t  th e  m in e  e n t r a n c e ,  c u r s i n g  H a p  
M il le r  as  a n  i n h u m a n  a n d  u n g o d ly  
r e p r o b a t e  b e c a u s e  h e  w o u ld  n o t  a llo w  
t h e m  t o  e n t e r  th e  m in e  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  
r e c o v e r  a  f e l lo w  w o r k m a n , a s  w a s  th e i r  
c u s to m .

T h e  f irs t t h i n g  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  
H a p  w i r e d  t o  S te l la  th e  m e s s a g e  w h ic h  
R e d  h a d  g i v e n  h i m . H e  t h e n  tu r n e d  
t o  t h e  m in e r s .  “ Y o u  c a n  g o  d r a g  R e d  
o u t  n o w ,”  h e  s a id . “ T h e  d e v i l  h i m 
s e lf  c o u l d n ’t  ’a ’ l iv e d  th r o u g h  th e  h e l l  
o f  t h a t  e x p l o s i o n !”

T h e  r e s c u e - p a r ty  f o u n d  th e  w h o le  
i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  m i n e  w r e c k e d . T h e  
c a r s  w e r e  u p s e t  a n d  c r u s h e d , th e  s te e l  
t r a c k  r o l l e d  u p , th e  p r o p s  b lo w n  o u t ,  
a n d  th e  to p  c a v in g .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  m o r n in g ,  w h e n  o n e  
o f  th e  c re w s  c a m e  o u t  a f t e r  tu r n i n g  
th e  w o r k  b e lo w  o v e r  to  a  f re s h  g a n g ,  
S te l la  w a s  a t  th e  p i t - t o p .  T h e  p i t-  
b o ss  h a d  a lr e a d y  ta k e n  h e r  a s id e  a n d  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  h o p e  fo r  
B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e  th is  t im e . H e  
h a d  t r ie d  to  g e t  h e r  a w a y  f r o m  th e  p i t -  
t o p —m a n ’s e t e r n a l  f e a r  o f  w o m a n ’s 
a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  a  s c e n e —b u t  s h e  h a d  
r e f u s e d  to  le a v e . A s  th e  r e s c u e - p a r ty  
m a d e  th e i r  r e p o r t ,  s h e  s to o d  f a c in g  
th e m , s h o u ld e r s  s t r a ig h t ,  c h in  u p .

" \ Y / E  c o u l d n ’t  f in d  R e d  n o w h e r e ,”  
V V  e x p l a i n e d  M ik e  M c G u i r e ,  le a d 

e r  o f  th e  p a r ty .  “ G u e ss  h is  b o d y  is 
u n d e r  a  f a l l  o f  r o c k  s o m e w h e r e . T h e  
w h o le  p l a c e  is a  w r e c k .”

S t e l la  w a s  q u i e t  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  h e r  
ey e s  t a k in g  in  th e  p i t - t o p  s u r r o u n d in g ,  
a n d  s tu d y in g  th e  d e a d  d u m p s  o f  th e  
o l d  m in e s  f a r  o u t  o n  e i t h e r  s id e . T h e n  
s h e  t u r n e d  t o  H a p .  “ W i l l  y o u  g iv e  
m e  a  l i f t  in  y o u r  c a r ? ” s h e  in q u ir e d .

“ S h o r e , M is s ,”  h e  s a id  g la d ly . H e  
f ig u re d  s h e  w a s  a b o u t  to  lo s e  h e r  c o m 
p o s u r e  a n d  w a n te d  to  g e t  a w a y  s o m e 
w h e r e  b y  h e r s e lf .  H e  f lu t te r e d  a b o u t ,  
t r ie d  to  a s s is t h e r  in to  th e  c a r ,  a n d  
th e y  w h ir r e d  a w a y  f r o m  th e  m in e .

A s  th e y  n e a r e d  L i n d y  H a l l  c a m p , h e  
t u r n e d  t o  h e r .  “ W h e r e  to ,  M is s ? ”  

“ D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  R e d  d i d  h is  
d r i n k i n ’?”

“ S h o r e , M is s —C le m ’s b o o t l e g  j o i n t ,  
o v e r  a c ro s s  c a m p . G o t  g o o d  d r in k s  
th e r e ,  b u t  i t  a i n t  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  a  w o m 
a n  c a n  h a v e  p e a c e  a n d  q u i e t .”

“ I  a i n t  l o o k i n ’ f o r  p e a c e  a n ’ q u i e t ,”  
s h e  in f o r m e d  h im . “ I ’m  lo o k i n ’ f o r  
B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e .”



H e  c a s t  a n  a n x i o u s  g l a n c e  a t  h e r  o u t  
o f  th e  c o r n e r  o f  a n  e y e , a n d  fin a lly  d e 
c id e d  t h a t  sh e  w as ta l k in g  a l i t t le  o u t  
o f  h e r  h e a d . H e  p a t te d  h e r  a r m  s y m 
p a t h e t i c a l ly .  M a y b e  h e r  ta lk  w a s n ’t 
so  c ra z y , th o u g h , h e  fin a lly  d e c id e d .  
H e  h a d  h e a r d  o f  p e o p le  w h o  g o t  c o n 
s o la t io n  o u t  o f  v is i t in g  th e  h a n g o u ts  
o f  d e p a r t e d  lo v e d  o n e s . " S o r t  o f  s p ir i t  
stuff ,” h e  m u s e d . H e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  
a b le  to  c o m m u n e  w ith  th e  s p ir i ts — 
h a d  n e v e r  tr ie d  it ,  f o r  th a t  m a t te r ,  
a n d  w h a t w as m o r e , h e  w as p u t t i n g  
su ch  th in g s  off as  lo n g  a s  p o ss ib le , fo r  
h e  w as p r e t ty  s u r e  o f  g e t t in g  in  w ith  
th e  w r o n g  c r o w d . B u t  h e  f ig u re d  it  
w o u ld  o n ly  b e  n a t u r a l  fo r  th e  s p ir i t  
to  r e t u r n  to  th e  p la c e  w h e re  th e  b o d y  
h a d  m o s t o f te n  b e e n . . . .

H a p  b r o u g h t  th e  c a r  to  a  s to p  in  
f r o n t  o f  C le m ’s j o in t .  S te lla  w as o u t  
a n d  r u n n in g  in  b e f o r e  th e  w h e e ls  
s to p p e d  tu r n in g .  H e  w as r i g h t  b e 
sid e  h e r , r e a d y  to  g iv e  a  g e n t l e m a n ’s 
s tr o n g  h a n d  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  if  n e e d e d .  
S h e to o k  o n e  lo n g  lo o k  d o w n  th e  r o o m  
as sh e  s te p p e d  in s id e ; th e n  sh e  s q u a r e d  
h e r  s h o u ld e rs  a n d  b a la n c e d  h e r  h a n d s  
o n  h e r  h ip s . H a p  s to p p e d  a t  h e r  s id e . 
S u d d e n ly  h is  ja w  d r o p p e d .

“ G o d  a lm ig h ty !” h e  e x c la im e d .
S ta n d in g  a t  th e  b a r  b e f o r e  th e m ,  

w ith  m in e r s  c ro w d e d  a b o u t  h im , w as  
n o n e  o t h e r  th a n  B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e . 
H e  w as a l r e a d y  h a lf  d r u n k . H is  fa c e  
w as p a r c h e d  a n d  c r a c k e d , a n d  h is  b la ck  
w o rk -s u it  w a s  to r n  to  s h re d s . H is  
la m p -c a p  w as c o c k e d  f a r  b a c k  o n  th e  
s id e  o f  h is  h e a d , a n d  h is  c a r b id e  l ig h t  
w as s till  b la z in g  b r ig h tly .  H is  r e d  m o p  
o f  h a i r ,  w h e re  i t  h u n g  f r o m  u n d e r  his  
c a p , w as c a k e d  w ith  b lo o d .

T h e  m in e r s  w e r e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  
to a s t . " H u r r a h  f o r  B la s t in ’ R e d  D e- 
v i n e !” th e y  s h o u te d . “ H e  c o n q u e r e d  
th e  w r a th  o f  th e  o l ’ B la c k  P i g e o n !”

S te lla  s la m m e d  th e  d o o r  b e h in d  h e r .

A ll  ey es t u r n e d  in  h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  
th e  r o o m  w a s  s u d d e n ly  q u ie t .

“ R e d ,”  sh e  sa id  s h a r p ly  a n d  w ith  
c o n t e m p t ,  “ y o u ’r e  s h o r e  lo o k i n ’ s w e e t !”

R e d  g a z e d  a t  h e r  f o r  a  lo n g  m o m e n t .  
S u r p r is e  lig h te d  h is  eyes. H e  slo w ly  
s e t h is  g la ss  o f  m o o n s h in e  d o w n  a n d  
l im p e d  h a lf w a y  to  h e r .

“ W e ll ,  S te l la , I ’m  g la d  to  see  y e !”  
h e  c h u c k le d . “ B u t  te l l  m e , w h a t  ye  
d o i n ’ 'r o u n d  th e s e  w o r k in ’s?”

“ I h e a r d  y o u ’d  q u i t  s h o o t in ’ s h o ts ,” 
sh e  r e p lie d .

R e d  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  a  m o m e n t ,  p u z 
z le d , th e n  h is  g a z e  s h if te d  to  H a p  M il 
le r .  “ Y o u  b ig  l u g !”  h e  s h o u te d . ” 1 
to ld  y e  n o t  to  se n d  t h a t  w ir e  t i l l  I 
c r o a k e d !”

H a p  w a s  s til l  s ta r in g ,  u n a b l e  to  d e 
c id e , b e f o r e  h e  w a s  a d d re s s e d , w h e th e r  
w h a t  h e  sa w  w a s  a  l iv in g  m a n  o r  a  
s p i r i t  f r o m  a n o t h e r  w o rld .

“ I ’ll s w e a r , R e d ,”  h e  b e g a n  p l e a d 
in g ly , “ w e  t h o u g h t  y o u  w a s  a  g o n e r .  
H o w ’d  y o u  g e t  o u t  o ’ t h a t  h o le ,  a n y 
w a y ? ”

“ C o m e  o u t  a n  o l ’ h o le  f o u r  m ile s  
d o w n  th e  p r a i r i e ,”  R e d  e x p l a in e d .  
“ Y e  s h o r e  h a v e  a  d r o u t h  o f  c o n v e n 
ie n c e  'r o u n d  h e r e —f o u r  m ile s  1 h a d  
t o  c r a w l b e f o r e  I  f o u n d  a  h o le  t h a t ’d  
g im m e  a  p e e k  a t  G o d ’s s u n s h in e .”

“ J e e - r u s a l e m !” T h e  p it-b o s s  s h o o k  
h is  h e a d  u n b e l ie v in g ly . “ C le m ,” h e  
s h o u te d , “ b r in g  m e  a  b r a c e r !” H e  
u p p e d  th e  g la ss  a n d  d o w n e d  th e  c o r n  
in  o n e  lo n g  g u lp .

“ T e l l  m e , M is s ,” h e  q u e r ie d , lo o k 
in g  a t  S te l la ,  “ w h e r e ’d  y o u  g e t  y o u r  
h u n c h  h e ’d  b e  h e r e ? ”

“ H o , I  k n o w  B l a s t i n ’ R e d  D e v in e  
p r e t t y  w e l l ,”  s h e  s a id . “ H e ’s b e e n  
t r y i n ’ to  f r ig h te n  m e  in to  m a r r y i n ’ a  
c ra z y  s h o t -f ire r  f o r  y e a r s —b y  g e t t i n ’ 
h im s e lf  in  ja m s ! B u t  h e  a lw a y s  m a n 
a g e s  t o  g e t  o u t  a l iv e . T h e n  h e  g o e s  a n ’ 
g e ts  d o g -d r u n k .”

“ H a w , h a w , h a w ,”  R e d  b e llo w e d ,  
w a lk in g  b a c k  to  h is  g la ss  a n d  d u m p 
in g  th e  c o n t e n ts  d o w n  h is  th r o a t .

“ C le m , b r in g  m e  a n o th e r  d r in k ,”  
th e  p it-b o s s  p le a d e d . " G a d —if  I h a d n ’ t 
se e n  it  w ith  m y  o w n  ey es , I w o u ld n 't  
b e l ie v e  i t ! ”

S te lla  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  to  R e d .  S h e  
la id  h e r  h a n d  o n  h is  a r m .

“ Y o u  a in t  g o i n ’ b a c k  o n  y e r  w o rd ,  
a r e  y e, R e d ? ”

R e d  s tu d ie d  S te lla  to r  a m o m e n t ,  
th e n  a  s m ile  c a m e  to  h is  c h a r r e d  fa ce .

“ W e l l ,  S te l la , if  th a t  w ire  sa id  I w as  
t h r o u g h  s h o o t in ’ s h o ts —th e n  I g u ess  
I ’m  t h r o u g h .”

R e d ’s w o rd s  b r o u g h t  th e  p it-b o ss  
b a c k  t o  h is  sen ses.

" R e d —R e d !  Y o u  c a n ’t  q u i t  m e  
n o w !”  h e  s h o u te d . “ G a d , I ’d  n e v e r  
g e t  a n o t h e r  s h o t - f i r e r !”

“ Y e r  t r o u b le s  a r e  y e r  o w n  m a k in ’ ,”  
R e d  la u g h e d . “ O u g h t n ’t  to  h a v e  
s e n t t h a t  w ire  to  S t e l la .”

“ B u t ,  R e d ,  y o u ’r e  r u i n i n ’ m e ,”  H a p  
p le a d e d . “ I f  y o u  q u i t ,  th e n  th e r e  a in t  
a  m a n  in  th e s e  p a r ts  w ill s t ic k  h is  h e a d  
i n to  th e  B la c k  P i g e o n .”

“ C o m e  o n ,”  S te l la  c o a x e d .  S h e  w as  
c l in g in g  to  R e d ’s a r m , p u l l i n g  h im  
to w a r d  th e  d o o r .  “ I g o t t a  g e t  y o u  
d o c t o r e d  u p  a n ’ lo o k i n ’ h u m a n  a g a i n .”

R e d ’s ey es tw in k le d  w ith  m i r t h  as  
h e  s ta r te d  a lo n g  w i th  S te lla . “ S o rr y ,  
H a p ,”  h e  s a id , ” t ’ b e  l e a v in ’ y e  in  a  
l u r c h  lik e  th is —b u t  y e  see  w h o ’s g o t  
th e  u p p e r  h a n d .”

T h e  p it-b o s s  f lo p p e d  in to  a  c h a i r  
a n d  b u r ie d  h is  f a c e  in  h is  h a n d s .  
“ H o ly  J e h o s e p h u s , I ’m  d o n e  f o r ,”  h e  
m o a n e d .  H e  s tr o k e d  h is  f o r e h e a d  w ith  
h is  o p e n  h a n d , a n d  s m a c k e d  h is  d r y  
lip s . “ C l e m !”  h e  c r ie d . “ M ig h t  as  
w e ll b r in g  m e  t h a t  w h o le  d a m n e d  j u g ! ”

R e d  a n d  S te l la  jo in e d  in  th e  m in 
e r s ’ la u g h t e r  as  th e y  w a lk e d  o u t  th e  
d o o r  to g e th e r .

Let's Talk About the Weather

TH E  w e a th e r  p r o b a b ly  c r o p s  u p  
in  c o n v e r s a t io n  m o r e  o f te n  th a n  
a n y  o t h e r  s u b je c t .  L e t ’s fin d  o u t  

h o w  y o u  r a t e  in  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
w e a th e r .  C a n  y o u  p a i r  th e  w e a th e r  
p h e n o m e n a  lis te d  a t  th e  le f t  w ith  th e ir  
c o r r e c t  d e s c r ip tio n s ?

1. W il l iw a w
2 . S iro c c o
3. K h a m s in
4 . B a g u io
5 . M is tr a l
6 . S t. E l m o ’s F i r e
7 . S im o o m

8 . R o a r i n g  F o r t ie s
9 . W illy -w ill ie s

10 . K o n a  s to r m s
1 1 . M o n s o o n s
12 . S o la n o
1 3 . D o ld r u m s
14 . C h in o o k

15. D o g  D ay s
a. A  v io le n t  c o ld  a n d  d ry  n o r th e r ly  

w in d  o f  th e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  p r o v 
in ce s  in  F r a n c e .

b . T r o p i c a l  c y c lo n e s  o n  th e  w e st c o a s t  
o f  A u s tr a l ia .

c . P o la r  w in d s  in  th e  A le u tia n s .
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d . S te a d y  w in d s  t h a t  b lo w  o u t  f r o m  
A s ia  in  th e  w in te r ,  a n d  i n to  A s ia  
in  th e  s u m m e r .

e . H o t ,  s u lt r y  s e a so n  w h e n  th e  s ta r  
S iriu s  r is e s  w i th  th e  s u n .

f. H o t ,  d u s t- la d e n  w in d s  f r o m  L i b 
y a n  d e s e r ts , f o u n d  in  I ta ly .

g . H o t ,  d u s ty , m o is t  w in d  o n  th e  ea s t  
c o a s t  o f  S p a in .

h . T h e  w a r m  w in d  o f  n o r th w e s te r n  
U n i t e d  S ta te s .

i .  T r o p i c a l  c y c lo n e  in  th e  P h il ip p in e s .
j .  S a n d  s to r m  in  E g y p t  c o m in g  f r o m  

th e  S a h a r a .
k . A  b e l t  o f  f r e q u e n t  c a lm s  n e a r  th e  

E q u a t o r ,  w h e re  th e  n o r th e a s t  a n d  
s o u th e a s t  t r a d e  w in d s  m e e t.

9 1

1. B r u s h  d is c h a r g e  o f  e le c t r i c i ty  f ro m  
e le v a te d  o b je c ts ,  u s u a lly  o b s e r v e d  
in  s to r m y  w e a th e r .

m . P o la r -b o u n d  w in d s  in  th e  s o u th 
e r n  h e m is p h e r e .

n . S t r o n g  s o u th w e s t w in d s  th a t  o c c u r  
in  H o n o l u lu  in  w in te r .

o .  V e ry  h o t ,  d ry , v io le n t  d u s t-la d e n  
w in d  in  A r a b ia  a n d  S y ria , g e n e r 
a te d  by h e a t  o f  th e  d e s e r ts  o r  sa n d y  
p la in s .

Answers
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F R O M  w h e re , in  h is  c o r n e r ,  
M c S n o r r t  w a s  b e n t  o v e r  th e  
c a r t r id g e -c a s e  t h a t  h e  w a s  p o l 
is h in g , c a m e  th e  u n m is ta k a b le  

m e lo d y  o f  “ L o c h  L o m o n d .”  P e r h a p s  
“ m e lo d y ”  is n o t  q u i te  th e  mot -juste 
f o r  M c S n o r r t ’s r e n d e r in g .  . . . A n d  
th e n — “ A n n ie  L a u r i e ,”  d e f in ite ly  r e c 
o g n iz a b le .  I h e ld  m y  b r e a th ;  th e n  
c a m e  “ Y e  B a n k s  a n d  B r a e s .”

S o m e h o w  i t  w a s  a  p a t h e t i c  th in g  to  
h e a r  th e s e  S c o t t is h  a ir s  in  a  L e g io n  
b a r r a c k - r o o m  in  S o u th e r n  M o r o c c o — 
t o  h e a r  th e m  w h is tle d  b y  th is  e x i l e  so  
f a r  f r o m  h o m e , th is  S c o t w h o  n e v e r  
a g a in  w o u ld  s e e  b a n k  o r  b r a e , lo c h  o r  
g le n , m is ty  m o o r  o r  p u r p le  h e a t h e r .

With hard-drawn, sobbing breath, they fought, stabbing as though with knives.
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F o r  M c S n o r r t  w as in  lo v e : M c 
S n o r r t ,  o f  a l l  p e o p le —th e  m o r o s e  a n d  
e m b i t te r e d  m a n , th e  d r u n k a r d ,  th e  
f a i lu r e ,  s a v a g e ly  a t  o d d s  w i th  h im s e lf  
a n d  th e  w o rld .

I t  w a s  in  je s t  t h a t  I  f irs t u se d  th e  
i d io t i c  p h r a s e , “ M c S n o r r t  is in  lo v e ” — 
a  f e e b le  jo k e  t h a t  w a s  m y  c o m m e n t  
o n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  w h is tl in g . A c 
tu a l ly  w h is tl in g . A  p o r t e n t !  H a d  I  
—o r  a n y o n e  e lse , lo r  th a t  m a t t e r -  
e v e r  b e f o r e  h e a r d  s u c h  a  s o u n d  f ro m  
th e  lip s  o f  M c S n o r r t?  H e ’d b e  s in g 
in g  n e x t —G o d  f o r b id !

T h e n  i t  c a m e . M c S n o r r t  b u r s t  in to  
s o n g , a n d  h u r r ie d ly  I le f t  th e  r o o m — 
n o t  a l to g e th e r  b e c a u s e  h is  v o ic e  w as  
h a r s h  a n d  d i s c o r d a n t ,  h is  m u s ic  fla t.

F r o m  t h a t  d a y  h e  b e g a n  to  c h a n g e ;  
a n d  b e f o r e  lo n g  h e  w a s  a  d if f e re n t  
m a n .

H a d  y o u  a s k e d  C a p t a i n  L e  S a g e , b e
f o r e  th is  e p is o d e , f o r  a  b r ie f  c h a r a c t e r -  
s k e tc h  o f  M c S n o r r t ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
s a id :

“ T h e  w o rs t  s o ld ie r  a n d  th e  b est 
f ig h tin g -m a n  in  m y  c o m p a n y . T h e  
b est m a r c h e r ,  th e  b e s t s h o t a n d  th e  
b e st s c o u t  I’ve g o t —a n d  a d i r ty  d r u n k 
e n  d is s o lu te  ru ffia n , G o d  b less  h i m !"

A  m o n t h  l a t e r ,  th e  d r u n k a r d  w as a  
te e t o ta le r ,  th e  d e l ib e r a te l y  u n tid y  
d ir ty  s o ld ie r  w a s  a  m o d e l  o i  sp ic k -a n d -  
s p a n  s m a r tn e s s ;  th e  ru ffian  w h o se  c h ie f  
s p o r t  w as t r o u b le - m a k in g  h a d  b e c o m e  
a  p a t t e r n  o f  d e p o r tm e n t .

T h e  c a n te e n ,  th e  c e lls , th e  peloton 
des hommes punis, k n e w  h im  n o  m o r e .

M c S n o r r t  w as in  lo v e —f o r  th e  first 
t im e  in  h is  life . . . .  In  lo v e  lik e  a  r o 
m a n t i c  b o y , a n d  d e t e r m in e d  to  b e  
w o r th y  o f  th e  w o m a n  h e  w o rs h ip e d .  
T h i s  w a s  h o w  lo v e  h a d  “ ta k e n ”  M c 
S n o r r t —a s  i t  ta k e s  a l l  m e n  w h o  h a v e  
a n y th i n g  o f  th e  b o y  le f t in  th e m , a n y 
th in g  fin e , r o m a n t i c ,  n o b le .

C u r io u s  w o rd s  to  u s e  in  c o n n e c t io n  
w i th  th is  r e d  ru ffia n , b u t  h o w  c a n  
th e y  b e  w h o lly  in a p p l ic a b l e  to  a  m a n  
w h o  lo v e d  as  h e  d id , a n d  in  lo v e  so  
b e h a v e d ?

O n e  m o o n l i t  n ig h t  h e  p a id  m e  a  
t r e m e n d o u s  c o m p l i m e n t ,  d id  m e  a n  
h o n o r  t h a t  I a p p r e c ia t e d  a t  its  g r e a t  
w o r th ,  a n d  v a lu e d  e n o r m o u s ly . S c o t  
th o u g h  h e  w as , h e  o p e n e d  h is  h e a r t  
t o  m e , a n d  to ld  m e  a l l  a b o u t  it .  I  
s u p p o s e  th is  w a s  a n o t h e r  m a n if e s ta 
t i o n  a n d  e ffe c t o f  h is  c o n d i t i o n .  H e  
must t a l k  a b o u t  h e r  to  s o m e o n e .



She came from behind a curtain and sang a song and danced.

Region
I  w a s  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  s h e  w as  

n a n e  o ’ y o u r  c o m m o n  la ss ie s ; n o  fly-by- 
n ig h t  b e s o m ; sh e  w a s  a  g o o d  g i r l  a n d  
w o rk e d  h o n e s tly  f o r  a n  h o n e s t  l iv in g .

I n  th e  d a y t im e  sh e  w o rk e d  a t  A n -  
g ie r ’s in  th e  P la c e  B u g e a u d , a n d  in  th e  
e v e n in g s  sh e  d a n c e d  a t  G a s to n ’s. I t  
w as th e r e  t h a t  M c S n o r r t  h a d  first se e n  
h e r .

“ H o w  d id  1 g e t  a c q u e n t  w i th  h e r ? ”  
s a id  M c S n o r r t .  “ I w a s  s i t t in g  th e r e  in  
A n g le r ’s w i’ a  b o t t l e  in  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  
a n d  T a u t  d e  S o if  s i t t in g  b e s id e  m e ;  
a n d  s h e  c a m e  f ro m  b e h in d  a c u r t a i n  
o n t o  th e  l i t t le  p l a tf o r m  by th e  p ia n o ,  
a n d  s a n g  a  s o n g  a n d  d a n c e d  a  l i t t l e -  
n ic e  m o d e s t  d a n c i n ’, ye  k e n .

“T h e n  s h e  w a lk e d  a b o u t  th e  r o o m  
h a v e r i n ’ w ith  th e  s o ld ie rs , ta k in g  o r 
d e rs  a n d  h e lp in g  th e  w o m a n  a t  th e  
b a r .

" M a n ,  1 lik e d  h e r  f in e —h e r  b o n n y  
sw eet fa c e  a n d  lo v e ly  g r e a t  eyesl S h e  
w a lk e d  lik e  th is t le d o w n  b lo w n  a c ro ss  
a  la w n , a n d  s h e ’d  s ta n d  by a  ta b le  lik e  
a  lo n g -s te m m e d  flo w e r  th a t  s o m e tim e s  
n o d s  g e n tly  in  th e  b re e z e , s o m e tim e s  
b e n d s .

" ’T w a s  lik e  th a t  s h e  b e n t  to  h e a r  
w h a t s o m e  d a m n e d  d o g  o f  a  s p a h i  s a id  
to  h e r ,  a n d  h e  se ized  h e r  r o u n d  th e  
n e c k  a s  s h e  s to o p e d , a n d  r o u n d  th e  
w a is t w ith  h is  o t h e r  a r m , a n d  p u lle d  
h e r  o n to  h is  k n e e .

“ S h e  s c r e a m e d , f o r  th e  p u i r  la s s ie  
w as n e w  to  th e  c a fe  b u sin e ss . . . . A n d ,  
m a  m a n n ie , in  th e  s a m e  m e e n it ,  y o n  
s p a h i w as o n  h is  a in  k n e e s —b o th  o ’ 
th e m —a n d  th e n  o n  th e  f lo o r  f o r  th e  
c o u n t !”

“ D id  y o u  h u r t  h im ? ”
“ W e-e -e -1 , I k n o c k e d  h im  off h is  

c h a i r ;  I k ick e d  h im  u p , I  k n o c k e d  h im  
d o w n ; I  k ick e d  h in t a g a i n ,  a n d  w h e n  
h e  p ic k e d  u p  a  s to o l , I  h i t  h im  o n  th e  
h e id  w i’ a  b o t t l e —a fu ll  o n e . . . .

“ H e ’ll  b e  a l l  r ig h t  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  
o u t  o f  h o s p ita l .

“ T h e n  sh e  th a n k e d  m e  a n d  I  w a i te d  
a b o u t ,  to  see  h e r  s a fe  to  h e r  h o m e ; f o r  
y o n  s p a h is  h a n g  to g e th e r  a n d  a r e  a p t  
to  b e  r o u g h  a n d  v io le n t  m e n .”

I  g a t h e r e d  th a t  th is  h a d  b e e n  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  a  w o o in g  t h a t  h a d  p r o s 
p e r e d ;  t h a t  th e  g i r l  w a s  a  S p a n ia r d ,  
t h a t  s h e  w as q u i te  a lo n e  in  M a r a k n e z ;  
t h a t  n o t  o n ly  w as s h e  in d u s tr io u s ,  
h a r d -w o r k in g , s e l f -s u p p o r tin g  a n d  self- 
r e s p e c t in g , b u t  g lo r io u s ly  b e a u t i f u l  
a n d  as  p u r e  as  a  lily  to o ;  a  c o m p e n 

d i u m  o f  th e  g r a c e s ,  v i r tu e s  a n d  a c c o m 
p l is h m e n ts ;  t h a t  M c S n o r r t  n o w  lo v e d  
h e r  as  n o  m a n  h a d  e v e r  b e f o r e  lo v e d  
a  w o m a n , a n d  t h a t  h is  lo v e  w a s  r e 
tu r n e d .

W e l l ,  w e ll. P e r h a p s  so . . . .
M o r e  p r o b a b ly  th e  g i r l  w a s  a  S p a n 

ish  J e w e s s  w i th  a  s t r a in  o f  A r a b ,  o n e  
w h o  s le p t  a l l  d a y  w h e n  n o t  c o n s u m -  
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in g  p a s tr y ,  T u r k i s h  d e l ig h t ,  s h e r b e t  
a n d  co ffe e , w a s  n o t  as  y o u n g  a s  s h e  
o n c e  h a d  b e e n , w as n e i th e r  a s  v i r tu o u s  
n o r  a s  b e a u t i f u l  as  M c S n o r r t  th o u g h t  
h e r ,  w a s  a n y th i n g  b u t  s e lf -s u p p o r tin g  
—a n d  w a s , in  f a c t ,  a  p e r f e c t ly  o r d i n a r y  
c a f e -g ir l ,  d a n c in g  a t  A n g ie r ’s a n d  d a n c 
in g  a ls o  d o w n  th e  te r r i b le  r o a d  t h a t  
b e g in s  a t  M a r s e i l le s  a n d , by w ay  o f



A lg ie rs , O r a n ,  S id i-b e l-A b b is , C a s a  
B la n c a ,  M a r r a k e s h , F e z  a n d  M e k n e s , 
e n d s in  s o m e  la s t d r e a d f u l  o u tp o s t  o f  
“ c iv i l iz a t i o n .”

E a r n e s t ly  I h o p e d  t h a t  I w as w r o n g  
a n d  th a t  th is  s t r a n g e  d r a m a  m ig h t  
n o t  en d  in  tr a g e d y .

M e a n w h ile  it w as c o m e d y , d e l ig h t 
fu l a n d  in tr ig u in g , if a  l i t t le  p a t h e t i c ,  
a n ti M c S n o r r t ,  t r e a d i n g  th e  n a r r o w  
p a th  o f  v i r tu e , c l im b e d  f ro m  h e ig h t  to  
h e ig h t ,  w e n t o n  f ro m  s tr e n g th  to  
s t r e n g th . P o s itiv e ly  th e r e  w as s o m e  
ta lk  o f  h is  b e in g  m a d e  a  c o r p o r a l ,  f o r  
C a p t a in  L e  S a g e  b e lie v e d  in  th e  th e o r y  
th a t  th e  w o rs t  p o a c h e r s  m a d e  th e  b e s t  
g a m e k e e p e rs , a n d  th e  to u g h e s t  la w 
b r e a k e r s  th e  b e s t g u a r d ia n s  o f  th e  la w , 
w h e n  r e f o r m e d . . . .

T h e n ,  o n e  e v e n in g , a s  I  w as  s t r o l l 
in g  th r o u g h  a  n a r r o w  a n d  w in d in g  a l 
ley  in  th e  o ld  q u a r t e r  o f  M a r a k n e z ,  
a  L e g io n n a i r e  lu r c h e d  o u t ,  ju s t  in  
f r o n t  o f  m e , f r o m  a  g lo o m y  p a s s a g e , 
th e  d o o r le s s  d o o r w a y  o f  a  s o r t  o f  tu n 
n e l, a t  th e  e n d  o f  w h ic h  w as a f lig h t  
o f  s te p s  le a d in g  u p w a r d .

T h e  m a n  s ta g g e re d  a n d  sw a y e d , 
lo o k e d  to  th e  le f t  a n d  r ig h t ,  sa w  m e , 
a n d  tu r n e d  as  th o u g h  to  r u n —if  r u n  
h e  c o u ld .

I t  w as M c S n o r r t .
I  c a l le d  to  h im , a n d  r e c o g n iz in g  m y  

v o ic e  h e  s to p p e d , tu r n e d  a g a in ,  
s tu m b le d , a n d  le a n e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  
a g a in s t  th e  w a ll.

H e  lo o k e d  as I h a v e  se e n  m e n  lo o k  
a f te r  a d e s p e r a te  h a n d - to -h a n d  fig h t. 
H e  lo o k e d , in d e e d , as  th o u g h  h e  h a d  
se e n , n o t  a  g h o s t , b u t  s o m e th in g  a  
th o u s a n d  tim e s  m o r e  te r r i b le  a n d  te r 
r ify in g .

H is  fa c e , w h ite  to  th e  lip s , lo o k e d  
p in c h e d  a n d  s h r u n k e n ; h is  ey es , s t a r t 
in g  f ro m  h is  h e a d , s til l  s e e m e d  to  b e 
h o ld  s o m e  u t t e r  h o r r o r .  H e  q u iv e r e d  
a n d  s h o o k  lik e  a  m a n  in  th e  first s ta g e s  
o f  f e v e r ; a n d  w ith  t r e m b lin g  p a ls ie d  
h a n d , p lu c k e d  a t  h is  m o u th .

I h a d  se e n  M c S n o r r t  in  a l l  s ta g e s  o f  
d r u n k e n n e s s , b e r s e rk  r a g e , a n d  f ig h t
in g  m a d n e s s , b u t  n e v e r  lik e  th is —as  
th o u g h  d y in g  o n  h is  fe e t.

" W h a t  is it ,  M a c ?  W h a t ’s u p ? ” I 
sa id , ta k in g  h im  by th e  a r m .

“ G o d , m a n !”  h e  w h is p e r e d . " H e l p  
m e !”

“ W h a t ’s h a p p e n e d ?  W h a t ’s w r o n g ? ”
“ H e l p  m e ,” h e  w h is p e r e d . “ H e lp  

m e  to  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  h e r e . . . . F o r  th e  
lo v e  o f  G o d , g e t  m e  a d r i r '- , .  M a n ,  
I - ”

A n d  M c S n o r r t  s lid  h e a v ily  to  th e  
g r o u n d . H e  h a d  f a in te d . . . .

T h a t  n ig h t  th e  c iv il  p o lic e  v is i te d  
th e  b a r r a c k s  w h e re  th e  c o m p a n y  w as  
q u a r te r e d .

A w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  m u r d e r e d  in  
th e  R u e  R a m o n o n e s , a n d  a  m a n  h a d  
seen  a L e g io n n a i r e ,  o b v io u s ly  d r u n k ,  
c o m e  f ro m  h e r  r o o m , s ta g g e r  d o w n  
th e  s ta ir s  a n d  o u t  in to  th e  s tr e e t .  
T h e r e  h e  h a d  b e e n  m e t  by a n o th e r  
L e g io n n a ir e ,  e v id e n t ly  a n  a c c o m p lic e ,

w h o  h a d  h e lp e d  h i m  a w a y . D o u b t 
less r o b b e r y  h a d  b e e n  th e  m o tiv e  fo r  
th e  c r im e , th e  m a n  p r im in g  h im s e lf  
w ith  d r in k .

A n  id e n t i f i c a t io n -p a r a d e  w a s  o r 
d e r e d , a n d  th e  in f o r m e r ,  a  g re a s y  l i t t le  
r a t  o f  a  h a lf -c a s te ,  id e n ti f ie d  a b ig  ta l l  
r e d -h a ir e d  G e r m a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  o n  
g u a r d  a n d  o n  s e n tr y -g o  th e  w h o le  e v e 
n in g , a n d  c o u ld  o n ly  h a v e  c o m m it te d  
th e  m u r d e r  if  e n d o w e d  w ith  th e  u n 
u s u a l  f a c u l ty  o f  b e in g  in  tw o  p la c e s  
a t  o n c e .

W e  h e a r d  n o  m o r e  o f  th e  m a t te r ,  
a n d  th e  p u b l ic  h e a r d  n o th i n g  a t  a ll .

TA L K ,  r o u n d  th e  c a m p f ir e ,  h u n 
d r e d s  o f  m ile s  f r o m  M a r a k n e z .  

H u n g r y ,  w e a r y  m e n , r e s te d  a n d  fed , 
a n d  e a c h  w i th  a  r e w a r d —m o r e  v a l 
u a b le  t h a n  a  fougeron—oi a  l i t e r  o f  
w in e ; M c S n o r r t ,  w h o  h a d  filled  u p  in  
th e  bistro, b e f o r e  r e c e iv in g  th e  g r a 
tu i to u s  l i te r ,  w as d r u n k , a r t i c u l a t e  a n d  
r e m in is c e n t .

“ H u h !  T h a t  w as th e  m o s t  te r r i b le  
th in g  t h a t  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  y o u , w as  
i t ? ” h e  je e r e d , as  T a u t  d e  S o il f in ish ed  
te l l in g  us o f  a  g h a s t ly  d e e d  t h a t  h e  
h a d  w itn e s s e d  a t  N a k -N a m  in  th e  
T o n k i n  c a m p a ig n .

“ Y e s . A n d  y o u , m y  f r ie n d ?  D o u b t
less y o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  h a v e  b e e n —”  

“ E x p e r i e n c e s ,  e h ? ” s n e e r e d  M c 
S n o r r t .  “ O n e  a t  a  t im e ! A n d  h o w  
a b o u t  th is  s to r y ?  I  lo v e d  a  w o m a n  
o n c e —’’

“ O n c e ? ”  la u g h e d  K lin g e n .
“ A y e . o n c e . L o v e d  h e r  a s— B u t  w h y  

ta lk  o f  s u c h  th in g s  to  y o u ?  L o v e d  
h e r  as  a l l  o f  y o u  lo v e  y o u r  liv e s ; a n d  
f a r  b e t te r  th a n  I lo v e  m in e . A n d  w e  
h a d  o u r  l i t t l e  h id d e n  p la c e  a p a r t ,  o u r  
n e s t.

“ I t  w as a  lo v e ly , lo v e ly  id y l. . . . P e r 
f e c t .  W h y , I w a s  happy! I , M c S n o r r t ,  
th e  d a m n e d  d is g r a c e  o f  a  k n o w n  res- 
p e c t i t  f a m ily , a  g r e a t  c la n  a n d  th e  
fin est c o u n tr y  in  th e  w a r r ld . . . .

“ I f o r g o t  a ll  t h a t  1 h a d  b e e n  a n d  r e 
m e m b e r e d  o n ly  w h a t  I  w as, th e  b e 
lo v e d  o f  th e  s w e e te s t  w o m a n  o n  th is  
e a r t h —th is  e a r th ,  th e  b e t te r  f o r  h e r  
p r e s e n c e .

“ I f o r g o t  a ll  t h a t  1 h a d  d o n e , a n d  
r e m e m b e r e d  o n ly  w h a t  I  w as  d o in g ,  
lo v in g  h e r ,  w o r s h ip in g  h e r ,  c o u n tin g  
th e  h o u r s  ti l l  I s h o u ld  see  h e r  
a g a in . . . .

“ A n d  w h e n  1 c o u ld  n o t  see  h e r , sh e  
w r o te  m e  n ic e  l i t t le  lo v e -le t te r s —fro m  
w h ic h  1 k issed  th e  v e ry  w o rd s  a w a y  
t im e  a n d  a g a in .

“ I te ll  y e , I w as h a p p y —h a p p ie r  
th a n  I ’d  e v e r  b e e n  in  m y  life ; h a p p y  
fo r  th e  first t im e  in  m y  life .

“ A n d  o n e  d a y  I g o t  a  b lo w —a  b lo w  
u p o n  th e  h e a r t .  . . .  I ask e d  h e r  to  
m a r r y  m e . A y e , I d a r e d  d o  e v e n  th a t ,  
so u p l i f te d  w as I ! I m a u n  h a ’ b e e n  
fey .

“I stepped into the room. . . . She w a s  
ly in g  on the bed— dead— strangled.” 
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" A n ’ s h e  to ld  m e  s h e  c o u ld n a .  F in e  
sh e  w o td d  h a ’ lo v e d  to , sh e  s a id , b u t— 
sh e  h a d  a h u s b a n d . . . A y e , th e  n ig h t 
m a r e  in  o u r  d r e a m , th e  p o is o n  in  o u r  
c u p , th e  o g r e  in  o u r  id y l! A  s h a d o w y  
h u s b a n d , s o m e  d a m n e d  tlo g  o f  a r a s c a l  
r o g u e  w h o m  s h e  b u t r a r e ly  sa w , a n d



w h o  b u t  c a m e  f o r  w h a t  h e  c o u l d  g e t ,  
in c l u d in g  h e r  m o n e y .

" A y e , ’ tw as  a  b lo w . B u t  I  s o o n  r e 
c o v e r e d . . . . F o r ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  w h a t  m a t 
te r e d —w h a t  c o u ld  m a t t e r —w h ile  I  
lo v e d  h e r  a n d  sh e  lo v e d  m e , a n d  th e  
s a m e  fin e w a r r ld  h e ld  u s  b o t h .”

M c S n o r r t  p a u s e d , d r a n k  lo n g , a n d  
g a z e d  i n to  th e  d y in g  e m b e r s  o f  th e  
fire . . . .

" A  b lo w , d id  I say ? T h e n  th in k  o ’ 
th is .

" O n e  d a y  1 h a d  a  l i t t le  n o te ,  f ro m  
h e r ,  a  l i t t l e  lo v in g  n o te ,  s a y in g :

"  ‘Come on Sunday evening, my 
loved one. Come at six. /  shall be 
there; or very soon after. If /  have not 
returned, the key will be—where you 
know.’

" H o w  d id  1 g e t  th r o u g h  th e  h o u r s  
t h a t  d iv id e d  m e  f ro m  S u n d a y  a n d  
f r o m  h e r ?  1 w o rk e d , I  w h is tle d , I 
s a n g , I  lo o k e d  a t  c lo c k s  a n d  s a id : ‘A n 
o t h e r  h o u r  h a s  g o n e ! ’ A n d  a l th o u g h  
e a c h  m in u te  w as lik e  a n  h o u r ,  e a c h  
h o u r  w as lik e  a  d a y , I w as th e  ‘H a p p y  
W a r r i o r . ’

" D ’y e  h e a r  m e ?  C a n  y e  b e lie v e  m e ?  
I ,  M c S n o r r t ,  d a m n e d  d r u n k e n , d i r ty  
d e e v il , w as h a p p y —a n d  c le a n ,  m in d ,  
so u l a n d  b o d y !

" A n d  o n  th e  S u n d a y  n i g h t  I  w e n t— 
w e n t o n c e  a g a i n  t o  th e  o ld  M o o r is h  
h o u s e , a n d  c l im b e d  th e  s ta i r  t h a t  le d  
to  h e r  r o o m . T h e  d o o r  w a s  f a s te n e d ,  
a n d  I k n o c k e d  o u r  k n o c k  u p o n  it .

" N o  a n s w e r .
“ A h a !  I  w a s  firs t, w as  I?  . . . I ’d  

g e t  m e  in  a n d  h id e , a n d  s p r in g  o u t  
l ik e  a  r o a r i n g  l io n  w h e n  s h e  c a m e .

“ R e a c h i n g  u p , I  f e l t  i n to  th e  c ra c k  
b e tw e e n  tw o  s to n e s  h id d e n  b y  th e  
le d g e  a b o v e  th e  d o o r .  T h e  k ey  w as  
th e r e ,  a n d  sh e  w a s  o u t —a n d  a t  a n y  
m o m e n t  I ’d  h e a r  h e r  l ig h t  f o o ts te p s  
as sh e  c a m e  u p  th e  w in d in g  w o rn  
s to n e  s ta i r .

“ I u n lo c k e d  th e  d o o r ,  s te p p e d  in to  
th e  r o o m , a n d  c lo s e d  i t  s lo w ly  b e 
h in d  m e .

“ S h e  w a s  n o t  o u t .  . . T u r n i n g  
a b o u t ,  I saw  h e r .  S h e  w a s  ly in g  o n  
th e  b e d —d e a d —s tr a n g l e d .”

“ W i t h  a  s ilk  s to c k in g ,” s a id  a  h a r s h  
g r a t in g  v o ic e  f r o m  th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  
th e  fire.

M c S n o r r t  s w a llo w e d .
“ A y e ,” s a id  h e , s t i l l  s ta r in g  in to  th e  

e m b e r s ,  “ w i th  a s ilk  s to c k in g . H e r  
h a n d s  w e r e  tie d  b e h in d  h e r  b a c k .”

“ W i t h  th e  o t h e r  s to c k i n g !” g r a te d  
th e  s a m e  h a r s h  v o ic e .

" A y e ,” s a id  M c S n o r r t ,  b r e a k in g  th e  
te n s e  s ile n c e . “ A n d  b e tw e e n  h e r  l i t t le  
lip s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  to  m e , w a s  a  p ie c e  o f  
h e r  n o te -p a p e r —a  l e t t e r .”

" M a u v e  n o te -p a p e r .  T h e  w r i t in g  
w as in  v io le t  in k ,” s a id  th e  o t h e r  m a n .

" A y e ,” m u r m u r e d  M c S n o r r t .
“ A n d  th e  w o rd s  w e r e ,” c o n t in u e d  

th e  o t h e r ’s r a s p in g  v o ic e , h a r d  a n d  
c r u e l :

"  ‘Welcome, beloved. You will stay 
with me—again—tonight.’ "

" A y e ,”  a g r e e d  M c S n o r r t .
" E s t e l l a  M a r g a r i t a ,”  s a id  th e  v o ic e .  
“ A y e , E s te l la  M a r g a r i t a ,” m u r m u r e d  

M c S n o r r t—a n d  s u d d e n ly  a w o k e  f r o m  
h is  r e v e r i e  to  r e a l i ty ,  to  w a re n e s s .

“What?” h e  w h is p e r e d . “What d id  
ye sa y ?”  A n d  h e  s p r a n g  to  h is  fe e t.

T h e  o t h e r  m a n  ro s e , as  q u ic k ly . I t  
w as S p a n is h  M a in e .

E a c h  p u t  h is  h a n d  u p o n  th e  h i l t  o f  
his b a y o n e t .

N o  o n e  e lse  m o v e d .
"You w e r e  h e r  h u s b a n d ? ”  w h is p e r e d  

M c S n o r r t ,  in c r e d u lo u s . A n d —
"You w e r e  h e r  lo v e r —h e r  o t h e r  lo v 

e r ? ” s a id  S p a n is h  M a in e .

IN  o n e  m o tio n  M c S n o r r t  d r e w  his  
b a y o n e t ,  a n d  w ith  th e  r o a r  o f  a  

w o u n d e d  l io n , h e  le a p e d  a c ro s s  th e  
fire.

S p a n is h  M a in e ’s b a y o n e t  flash ed  
f r o m  its  s h e a th ;  a n d  w ith  th e  lo n g  le a n  
b la d e s , th e y  f o u g h t  lik e  w ild  b e a s ts ,  
n o  m a n  in te r f e r in g .  H e r e  w as s o m e 
th in g  t e r r i b le ,  s o m e th in g  b e y o n d  th e  
o r d i n a r y .  I t  w as th e i r  o w n  p r iv a te  
b a t t le ,  c e r t a in l y  th e  b u sin e ss  o f  n o  
o t h e r  m a n .

A t  firs t th e y  c ro ss e d  b la d e s  lik e  
s w o r d s m e n  f ig h tin g  w i th  r a p ie r s ;  th e y  
th r u s t  a n d  p a r r ie d ,  th e y  f e in te d  a n d  
lu n g e d ; q u ic k  as  l i g h t n in g  w as th r u s t ,  
p a r r y  a n d  r ip o s te .  . . .

A n d  th e n  lik e  c lu m s ie r  s w o rd s m e n  
w ith  s a b e rs , h a c k in g , s la s h in g  a n d  h e w 
in g , b la d e  c la s h in g  h e a v ily  o n  b la d e ,  
w ith  e v e r y  n o w  a n d  th e n  a  sw ift, s u d 
d e n  g iv in g  o f  th e  p o in t  as  th e  o p p o 
n e n t ’s b la d e  w a s  r a is e d  to  s tr ik e . . . .

A n d  th e n , w i th  h a r d -d r a w n , so b 
b in g  b r e a th ,  th e y  c lo s e d  a n d  f o u g h t  
as th o u g h  w i th  k n iv e s , s ta b b in g , s ta b 
b in g , le f t  h a n d s  h o ld i n g  r i g h t  w ris ts , 
as th e y  s tr u g g le d  a n d  sw a y e d  lik e  
w re s tle rs .

A n d  a t  le n g th , c la s p e d  to  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
b r e a s t  to  b r e a s t ,  M c S n o r r t  w r e n c h e d  
f re e  h is  h a n d  a n d  d r o v e  h is  b a y o n e t  
d e e p  in to  th e  b r e a s t  o f  S p a n is h  M a in e  
e v e n  as  t h a t  s in e w y  f ig h te r , le f t  a r m  
a b o u t  M c S n o r r t ’s n e c k , r e a c h e d  o v e r  
h is  e n e m y ’s s h o u ld e r  a n d  s ta b b e d  h im  
d e e p  b e tw e e n  th e  s h o u ld e r -b la d e s .  
S w a y in g , t o t te r in g ,  d is a r m e d —f o r  e a c h  
h a d  s h e a th e d  h is  w e a p o n  in  th e  b o d y  
o f  h is  fo e —s til l  c la s p e d  b r e a s t  to  b r e a s t ,  
th e y  l u r c h e d ,  s ta g g e r e d , fe ll , a n d  f in a l
ly la y  s til l .  . . .

B y  th e  i r o n y  o f  F a t e —o r  o f  th e  
B u tc h e r  (M o n s ie u r  le  M e d e c in -M a jo r  
c o m m a n d in g  th e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i ta l  a t  
th e  b a s e  c a m p )  M c S n o r r t  a n d  S p a n is h  
M a in e  la y  s id e  b y  s id e , s lo w ly  r e t u r n 
in g  to  life , g r a d u a l ly  r e t u r n i n g  to  life , 
g r a d u a l ly  r e g a in in g  s t r e n g th  a n d  th e  
p o w e r  o f  s p e e c h .

U s u a l ly  w h e n  th e  o n e  a w o k e  f ro m  
s le e p , c o m a  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s n e s s , i t  
w o u ld  b e  to  fin d  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  o t h e r  
tu r n e d  to w a r d  h im  r e g a r d in g  h im  
w ith  b a le fu l  g la r e .
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Snow Job 
for the Kid

“A n d  so  you w e r e  th e  h u s b a n d ,”  
w h is p e re d  M c S n o r r t ,  o n e  d a y , "You 
w e re  E s te l la  M a r g a r i t a ’s h u s b a n d !”  
A n d  h e  lic k e d  d r y  lip s .

" 1  w as n o t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,” p a in f u l ly  
b r e a th e d  S p a n is h  M a in e .

“ H e r  lo v e r?  Y o u  k ille d  h e r ? ”
“ H e r  lo v e r .  B u t  I d id  n o t  k ill  

h e r ,”  a n s w e r e d  S p a n is h  M a in e .
S ile n c e .
B e a d s  o f  p e r s p i r a t i o n  b ro k e  o u t  u p 

o n  h is  p a l l id  f o r e h e a d .
“ I f o u n d  h e r —a s  y o u  f o u n d  h e r .”
“ A t w h a t  tim e ? ”  w h is p e r e d  M c 

S n o r r t .
“ A t  five o ’c lo c k  t h a t  S u n d a y  e v e 

n in g . D id  y o u  a ls o  h a v e  a  l e t te r  b e g 
g in g  y o u  to  g o , a n d  n o t  to  f a i l  h e r ? ”

" I  d id . . . . F o r  s ix  o ’c lo c k ,”  
b r e a th e d  M c S n o r r t .

“ A n d  I ,”  s a id  S p a n is h  M a in e . " A t  
five, 1 fo u n d  h e r . Kill h e r ?  . . .  I 
w o u ld  s o o n e r  h a v e  e a te n  m y  o w n  r ig h t  
h a n d . Kill h e r ?  I  w o u ld  h a v e  d ie d  
f o r  h e r .”

“ B u t  th e  l e t te r  1 g o t  w a s  in  h e r  o w n  
h a n d w r i t in g ,”  m u r m u r e d  M c S n o r r t  in  
b e w ild e r m e n t .

“ A n d  so  w as m in e . B e y o n d  th e  
s h a d o w  o f  a  d o u b t .”

F e e b ly  M c S n o r r t  r a is e d  a n  e m a c i a t 
e d  h a n d  a n d  d r e w  it a c ro s s  h is  ey es .

“ S u ic id e ? ” h e  w h is p e r e d .
“ W h a t ,  w ith  h e r  h a n d s  b o u n d  b e 

h in d  h e r  b a c k ? ” a n s w e r e d  S p a n is h  
M a in e . “ D id  sh e  s t r a n g le  h e r s e lf  
w ith o u t  h a n d s , o r  h a v in g  s t r a n g le d  
h e rs e lf , d id  sh e  th e n  t ie  th e m  b e h in d  
h e r ? ”

“ T h e  h u s b a n d —”  m u t t e r e d  M c 
S n o r r t .  “ T h e  h u s b a n d . . . .  H e  f o r c e d  
h e r  to  w r i te  th e  le t te r s —”

“ T h e  je a lo u s  h u s b a n d ,”  a g r e e d  
S p a n is h  M a in e , a n d  b a r e d  h is  te e th .

“ A n d  you w e r e  h e r  lo v e r !  H e l l ’s 
c u r s e  o n  y o u !”  h e  a d d e d , g l a r in g  a t  
M c S n o r r t .

“ N a e ,  n a e ,”  a n s w e r e d  M c S n o r r t  
w e a k ly . “ D i n n a  say  th a t ,  m a n .  S ee , 
w e  b o th  lo v e d  E s te l la  M a r g a r i t a .  . . . 
D id  y e  lo v e  h e r ?  Love h e r ,  I m e a n ? ”  
h e  a sk e d  e a r n e s tly ,  w is tfu lly .

“ I lo v e d  h e r ,” a n s w e r e d  ’S p a n is h  
M a in e . " W e  ta lk e d  a n d  s a n g  in  S p a n 
ish . W e  ta lk e d  o f  S p a in . S h e  w as  
a ll  S p a in  to  m e .”

“ M a n , sh e  w a s  a ll  th e  w a r r l d  to  m e ,”  
s a id  M c S n o r r t .  “ L e t ’s f o rg iv e  e a c h  
o t h e r —f o r  th e  t im e . L e t ’s th o le  e a c h  
o t h e r —f o r  a  w h ile . L e t ’s b e  as  f r ie n d s  
—f o r  a  s p a c e . . . . U n t i l  w e  g e t  h im .  
. . . U n t i l  w e g e t  h im . . . . A n d  then, 
m a n , ye c a n  k ill m e , if  1 d i n n a  k ill ye  
f irs t.”

M o v in g  h is  h e a d  s lo w ly  a n d  p a i n 
f u lly , M c S n o r r t  tu r n e d  h is  fa c e  h e a v 
e n w a rd .

“ A lm ig h ty  G o d ,”  h e  w h is p e r e d ,  
" I ’m  n o t  fit to  p r a y  to  Y e , a n d  I ’ll n o t  
ask  Y e  f o r  Y o u r  h e lp . . . . B u t ,  G o d  
o f  m a  f a th e r s ,  I ’ll  b e g  Y e , d o n ’t  h e lp  
y o n  o t h e r  m a n , E s te l la  M a r g a r i t a ’s 
h u s b a n d .”

“ A m e n !”  q u o t h  S p a n is h  M a in e .

T H I S  is th e  s to r y  as  th e  B r i e f 
in g  O fficer  to ld  i t  o v e r  a  b o t 
tle  o f  B la c k  D e a th  o n e  n ig h t ,  
in  th e  c l u t t e r e d  t e n t  h e  h a d  
s h a r e d  w i th  th e  K id . I k n o w  i t  is t r u e  

in  f a c t ,  a n d  I th in k  i t  m u s t  b e  t r u e  in  
s p ir i t ,  f o r  h e  k n e w  th e  K id  b e t te r  th a n  
a n y b o d y  e ls e . H e  h a d  l iv e d  w i th  h im ,  
a n d  h e  sa w  a n d  h e a r d  a l l  t h a t  h a p 
p e n e d  th a t  m o r n i n g  b e f o r e  th e  f lig h t  
to o k  off. A n d  w h a t  h e  d i d n ’ t  s e e —th e  
la s t  p a r t —h e  g o t  f r o m  th e  m e n  w h o  
w e r e  th e r e .

“ T h e  K id  w a s  th e  la s t  to  g e t  th e  
w o r d ,” h e  s a id . “ T h e  d a w n  p a t r o l  
h a d  p a n c a k e d  a b o u t  o h -e ig h t - f o r ty  a n d  
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f lig h t h a d  c o m e  in . B u t  
h e  h a d  s ta y e d  a t  th e  p l a n e  a  few  m in 
u te s , ta lk in g  to  th e  m e c h  a b o u t  s o m e  
l i t t l e  s o m e th in g  t h a t  h a d  g o n e  s c re w y  
w ith  th e  h y d r a u l i c s .  T h i s  w as  lik e  th e  
K id —h e  w a s  c a re le s s  a n d  d o n ’t-g iv e -a -  
d a m n  in  h is  ta lk , b u t  h e  n e v e r  le f t  a n  
a i r p l a n e  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  w o r k in g  lik e  a  
w a tc h , n o  m a t t e r  h o w  s m a ll  a  th in g  
w as w r o n g . N o t  t h a t  h e  w a s  n e r v o u s ,  
o r  a f r a id  o f  th e  p l a n e ,  o r  a t  a ll  th e  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  ty p e  o f  p i lo t ,  in  th e  a i r .  
H e  w a s n ’t  a f r a id  o f  a n y th i n g —w e a th e r ,  
o r  d is ta n c e , o r  f ly in g  o v e r  th e  se a , o r  
w h a t  th e  e n e m y  m ig h t  d o  to  h im , f ro m  
th e  g r o u n d  o r  in  th e  a i r .”

“ ‘ I ’m  a  la z y  m a n , ’ h e  u s e d  to  say , 
w h e n  s o m e b o d y  w o u ld  k id  h im  a b o u t  
k e e p in g  th e  m e c h s  h u m p in g ,  t ig h t e n 
in g  th is  l i t t l e  g iz m o  o r  th a t ,  a n d  te s t 
in g  th in g s . ‘T h e y  b u ild  a i r p la n e s  to  
fly th e m s e lv e s , a n d  th e y ’ll d o  it ,  to o ,  
if  th e y  a r e  w o r k in g  r ig h t .  I  ju s t  g o  
a lo n g  to  s h o o t  th e  g u n s . ’

“ S o  th e  K id  c a m e  in to  th e  M a r in e  
r e a d y - r o o m  a b o u t  tw e n ty  m in u te s  
la t e ,  a n d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f lig h t w as  
s ta n d in g  a r o u n d  w a i t in g  to  see  h o w  
h e  w o u ld  ta k e  i t  w h e n  th e  S k ip p e r  
g a v e  h im  th e  w o rd . I r e m e m b e r  h o w  
h e  lo o k e d . H e  c a m e  in  w a lk in g  w id e 
le g g e d , w i th  h is  s e a t-p a c k  b u m p in g  
h i m  b a c k  o f  th e  k n e e s . H e  w a s  a  l i t 
t le  g u y , a n d  w i th  th e  c h u te  h a n g in g  
o n  h im  h e  lo o k e d  lik e  a  b a n ta m  r o o s te r  
w ith  a  b r ic k  h a n g in g  u n d e r  its  ta i l .

" H e  le a n e d  o n  th e  r a i l  b y  m y  d esk  
to  m a k e  h is  r e p o r t ,  p u l l i n g  off h is  
g lo v e s  a n d  h is  h e lm e t .  H is  h a i r  w as  
a l l  d a m p  a n d  to u s le d  f r o m  s w e a t, a n d  
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u n d e r  th e  s t r a p s  o f  h is  h a r n e s s  his  
g r e e n  f lig h t s u i t  w a s  b la c k  w ith  sw e a t.

“  ‘A  w a s h o u t , ’ h e  s a id . ‘A ir b o r n e  
o h -f iv e -h u n d r e d . O n  s ta t i o n  o h -five- 
tw e n ty . O n  d e c k  a t  o h -e ig h t- fo r ty -tw o .  
N o  c o n t a c t s .  S to o g e d  a r o u n d  a t  te n  
th o u s a n d , tw e n ty  m ile s  w e st o f  L o -  
b o , b u t  if  th e  l i t t l e  so -a n d -so s  w e r e  
u p  t h e r e  th e y  w o u ld n ’t  c o m e  d o w n .’ 
T h e  K id  a lw a y s  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  J a p s  
l ik e  th a t .  N o t  th a t  h e  w a s  to u g h  o r  
b lo o d th i r s ty ;  I th in k  i t  w a s  ju s t  a  l i t 
tle  to u c h  o f  s w a g g e r  h e  p u t  o n , b e c a u se  
h e  w a s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  m o s t  o f  th e  o t h e r  
M a r in e  p i lo ts ,  a n d  lo o k e d  e v e n  y o u n g 
e r  th a n  h e  w as.

“ H e  d id  a  lo t  o f  l i t t l e  th in g s  to  
d r a m a t iz e  h im s e lf :  A lw a y s  flew  w ith  
g lo v e s , th o u g h  m o s t  o f  th e  o t h e r  p ilo ts  
d i d n ’ t b o th e r .  S h a r p e n e d  h is  s h e a th -  
k n ife , a n d  k e p t  i t  s h in y , th o u g h  th e  
o t h e r  g u y s  w o u ld  o p e n  c a n s  w ith  
th e ir s . W o r e  a  b ig  o ld  .4 5  h o g -le g  t h a *  
h is  d a d  h a d  s e n t  h im , in s te a d  o f  th e  l i t !  
t i e  .3 8  th e y  issu e . I  r e m e m b e r  th e  d a y  
h e  g o t  it .  H e  c u t  a  n e w  g r ip  f o r  i t  o u t  
o f  p le x ig la s  a n d  p u t  h is  g i r l 's  p i c t u r e  
u n d e r  o n e  s id e , a n d  h is  d a d ’s p i c t u r e  
u n d e r  th e  o t h e r .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  h im  
m e n t i o n  h is  m o t h e r ;  I th in k  s h e  w as  
d e a d . A n y w a y , h e  c h e c k e d  in  ju s t  lik e  
h e  a lw a y s  d id , a n d  w a d d le d  o n  b a c k  
to  th e  p a r a c h u te - r a c k  to  g e t  o u t  o f  h is  
g e a r —a n d  t h a t ’s w h e n  th e  S k ip p e r  to ld  
h im .

“ H e  m a d e  i t  s o u n d  v e r y  o ffh a n d .  
‘B y  th e  w a y , K id , ’ h e  s a id , ‘G r o u p  P e r 
s o n n e l  c a l le d  u p  w h ile  y o u  w e r e  fly
in g , a n d  s a id  y o u r  o r d e r s  w e r e  in . Y o u  
a r e  d e t a c h e d  as  o f  n o w , a n d  c a n  g o  
h o m e  b y  firs t a v a i la b l e  a i r  t r a n s p o r t .  
T h a t  m e a n s  y o u  o u g h t  to  g e t  o u t  o f  
h e r e  to m o r r o w . S o  g e t  a ll  y o u r  g e a r  
to g e th e r  r e a d y  to  t u r n  in . ’

" r ’ V E R Y B O D Y  w a s  w a t c h in g  th e  lit-  
U  i  t ie  g u y . I  d o r ’ t k n o w  w h a t  th e y  

e x p e c te d  h im  to  d o : F a i n t ,  m a y b e . O r  
d a n c e  o n  th e  ta b le s . O r  g r a b  th e  
S k ip p e r  a n d  kiss h im .

“ F o r  I ’ll h a v e  to  e x p l a in  o n e  th in g  
a b o u t  h i m :  H e  w as  a  g r e a t  f ly er ; h e  
lo v e d  to  fly, a n d  h e  lo v e d  a i r  c o m b a t .  
B u t  h e  w a n te d  to  g e t  b a c k  h o m e  w o rse  
th a n  a n y b o d y  I  e v e r  sa w . E v e r  s in c e  
th e  s c u t t l e b u t t  g o t  a r o u n d  t h a t  r e l ie f
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f o r  th e  p i lo ts  w a s  o n  th e  w a y , h e  h a d  
ta lk e d  a b o u t  i t .  E v e r y b o d y  h a d , fo r  
t n a t  m a t t e r .  T h e  s q u a d r o n  w as  t i r e d .  
T h e y  h a d  b e e n  f ly in g  tw o  m o n th s  
s o lid  a n d  th e y  h a d  b e g u n  t o  lo se  m e n  
f a s t .  N o t  s o  m a n y  to  e n e m y  a c t io n ,  
th o u g h  t h a t  w a s  b a d  e n o u g h , b u t  f r o m  
p u r e  f a t ig u e —o p e r a t i o n a l  c ra s h e s . B u t  
th e  K id  w as  th e  o n e  w h o  s e e m e d  m o s t  
e a g e r  to  g e t  h o m e . E v e r y  t i m e  h e ’d  
see  a  C o m m a n d o  c o m in g  i n  f r o m  d o w n  
s o u th , h e ’d  s h o u t ,  ‘T h e r e  th e y  c o m e ,  
b o y s! T h e r e ’s o u r  r e l i e f ! ’ E v e r y  tim e  
h e  sa w  o n e  t a k in g  o ff, h e ’d  s a y  s o m e 
th in g  a b o u t  w is h in g  h e  w a s  o n  it .

“ H e  m a d e  a  s o r t  o f  f a b le  o u t  o f  it .  
T h e  g a n g  u s e d  to  g a t h e r  in  o u r  te n t  a t  
n i g h t  to  s h o o t  th e  b r e e z e , a n d  s o m e 
b o d y  w o u ld  sa y  ‘K id , l e t ’s g o  h o m e ,’ 
a n d  th e n  h e ’d  s t a r t .  H e ’d  lie  b a c k  o n  
h is  s a c k  a n d  s h u t  h is  ey es a n d  d e s c r ib e  
i t  a l l .  F i r s t  th e  G e n e r a l  h im s e lf  w o u ld  
b r in g  o v e r  o u r  o r d e r s ,  a l l  t i e d  u p  w i th  
r ib b o n  lik e  a  c o l le g e  d i p lo m a , o n  a  r e d  
silk  p i l lo w  w i th  g o ld  ta sse ls . T h e n  
th e  C o lo n e l  w o u ld  r id e  u s  o v e r  t o  th e  
t r a n s p o r t ,  in  a  s ta t i o n - w a g o n  w i th  
w h ite  s id e w a ll  t i re s .  W e ’d  g e t  a b o a r d  
— a n d  th e  p i l o t  w o u ld  b e  T y  P o w e r , so  
w e  c o u l d  s n o w  o u r  g i r ls  a b o u t  a  m o v ie  
s ta r  f ly in g  u s  h o m e .

“ T h e n  h e ’d  fly th e  t r i p  h o m e , le g  by  
le g : H e ’d  d e s c r ib e  th e  w e a th e r ,  a n d  
th e  c lo u d s , a n d  th e  lo o k  o f  th e  s e a ; 
a n d  d r in k in g  c o ffe e  w i th  th e  R e d  
C ro ss  g ir ls  a t  G u a m  w h e n  w e  s to p p e d  
f o r  g a s ; th e n  th e  h o p  to  th e  M a r s h a lls  
—a n d  th e  l a n d in g  a t P e a r l ,  in  th e  e v e 
n in g , w i th  a  b lu e  m is t  o v e r  th e  h a r b o r .

“  ‘ I t  w ill  b e  o n  a  S u n d a y  e v e n in g ,’ 
h e  w o u ld  say . ‘T h e r e  w ill  b e  a  b ig  
b r i g h t  m o o n , a n d  th e y  w ill  b e  d a n c in g  
o n  th e  t e r r a c e ,  u n d e r  t h a t  b ig  t r e e ,  a t  
th e  c lu b  a t  E w a .  A n d  th e y  w ill  b e  
th r e e  d e e p  a t  th e  b a r ,  b u t  th e y  w ill  
m a k e  r o o m -  f o r  th e  K id , w i th  h is  r i b 
b o n s  o n . W e ’ll a l l  d r in k  tw o  ta l l  o n e s  
a p ie c e , v e r y  s lo w ly . T h e n  w e  w ill b e 
g in  to  s n o w  th e m . W e  w ill  g iv e  th e m  
th e  w o r d . W e  w ill  s h o o t  d o w n  a l l  th e  
J a p s  a l l  o v e r  a g a in ,  m a k in g  w i th  th e  
h a n d s  to  s h o w  th e m  h o w  w e  d id  it .

“  ‘T h e n  w e ’ll  b o r r o w  a  j e e p —if  w e  
c a n  fin d  o n e  u n lo c k e d —a n d  h e a d  f o r  
H o n o l u l u .  W e ’l l  g o  t o  P . Y .  C h o n g ’s 
a n d  e a t  a  s te a k  a  f o o t  th ic k . T h e n

w e ’ll  g o  b a c k  to  t r a n s i e n t  q u a r t e r s  a n d  
b r e a k  o u t  a  b o t t l e  a n d  s in g ; w e ’ll  s in g  
a ll  n i g h t  u n t i l  i t ’s t im e  to  ta k e  off in  
th e  m o r n i n g . ’ A f t e r  t h a t  h e ’d  fly u s  
o n  t o  D a g o  a n d  p u t  u s  u p  a t  th e  U .  S. 
G r a n t ,  o r  m a y b e  th e  C o r o n a d o .  O r  
s o m e tim e s  h e ’d  fly u s  t o  F r i s c o ,  a n d  
w e ’d  p i t c h  a  b ig  p a r t y  a t  th e  T o p  o ’ 
th e  M a r k .  ‘W e ’l l  g e t  a l l  d r e s s e d  u p  in  
o u r  g r e e n s  w i th  o u r  r ib b o n s  o n , ’ h e ’d
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sa y , p r e t e n d i n g  to  s h in e  h is  f in g e r
n a i ls  o n  h is  s h ir t .  ‘A n d  w e ’ ll s n o w  
e v e r y b o d y —th e  d o g g ie s  a n d  th e  sw ab -  
b ie s  a n d  th e  g u y s  w h o  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  
o u t  y e t .  A n d  w h e n  w e  b r e a k  u p  a n d  
g o  h o m e , th e  n e w s p a p e r s  w ill  p u t  o u r  
p i c t u r e  in  th e  p a p e r ,  w i th  a  lo n g  p ie c e  
a b o u t  h o w  m a n y  J a p s  w e  s h o t  d o w n .’ 

“ T h e  g u y s  u s e d  to  lo v e  to  s it  a r o u n d  
l i s t e n in g  to  th e  K id  ta l k  lik e  th is . F o r



I d o n ’ t  c a r e  h o w  m o d e s t  a  m a n  is, 
lie  c a n ’ t  h e lp  th in k in g  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  
h o m e  w i th  a  l o t  o f  J a p s  to  h is  c r e d i t  
a n d  a  lo t  o f  r ib b o n s  o n  h is  c h e s t  to  im 
p re ss  e v e r y b o d y  w i th . A n d  th o u g h  
th e y ’d  b e  e m b a r r a s s e d  to  ta lk  lik e  t h a t  
th e m s e lv e s , th e y  lik e d  to  h e a r  th e  K id  
p u t t i n g  th e i r  th o u g h ts  i n to  w o r d s .”

TH E  o fficer  p o u r e d  a n o t h e r  s h o t  o f  
B la c k  D e a t h —a  s h o r t  o n e , to  m a k e  

th e  b o t t l e  la s t .  “ S o  y o u  s e e ,” h e  s a id , 
" k n o w in g  h o w  e a g e r  to  g e t  h o m e  th e  
K id  w a s , w e  t h o u g h t  h e ’d  d o  s o m e 
th in g  f a n ta s t i c ,  s o m e th i n g  w e  c o u ld  
ta lk  a b o u t ,  a n d  la u g h  a b o u t ,  lik e  
c l im b i n g  r i g h t  u p  th e  w a lls . B u t  h e  
d i d n ’ t.

“ W h e n  th e  S k ip p e r  h a d  fin ish e d  
ta lk in g  h e  ju s t  s to o d  th e r e ,  h is  c h u b b y  
f a c e  a  b la n k . H e  r e a c h e d  u p  s lo w ly  
a n d  u n s n a p p e d  th e  h o o k  t h a t  h e ld  th e

“ H e  te a s  just horsing around, like 
always when he was going to a fight.”

’ c h u te -s t r a p  a c r o s s  h is  c h e s t ,  a n d  h e  
p u l le d  h is  M a e  W e s t  o v e r  h is  h e a d ,  
w i th  th e  r e s c u e  m i r r o r  a n d  th e  d y e  
m a r k e r  d a n g l i n g  f r o m  it .  H e  d r o p p e d  
th e m  v e r y  d e l i b e r a te l y ,  to  th e  f lo o r . 
H e  s h r u g g e d  o u t  o f  h is  ’c h u t e  a n d  le t  
i t  f a l l .  A n d  h e  d r o p p e d  h is  h e l m e t  
a n d  g o g g le s  a n d  h is  h e a d p h o n e  c o r d .  
H e  p ic k e d  u p  h is  p l o t t in g -b o a r d ,  
w h ic h  h e  h a d  la i d  o n  th e  ta b le ,  a n d  
p l a c e d  i t  c a r e f u l ly  o n  to p  o f  th e  p i le .  
T h e n  h e  s h o v e d  th e  w h o le  s ta c k  o f  
g e a r  u n d e r  th e  ta b le  w i th  h is  f o o t ,  l ik e  
a  b u n c h  o f  o ld  j u n k  h e  h a d  n o  m o r e  
u s e  f o r .  T h e n  h e  s a t  d o w n  o n  th e  
b e n c h  b y  th e  t a b le  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  r e a d  
in  h is  f a c e  w h a t  w a s  g o in g  o n  in  h is  
m in d .

“ Y o u  c o u l d  s e e  th e  t i g h t  s p r in g  u n 
w in d in g  in s id e , th e  h a r d  b r i g h t  s p u r i 
o u s  s h e ll  o f  r e ck le s sn e s s  b r e a k i n g  a n d  
c r a c k i n g  a n d  f a l l in g  a w a y . Y o u  k n e w  
h is  m in d  w a s  f la s h in g  b a c k  o v e r  th e  
d a n g e r o u s  r o a d  h e  h a d  c o m e : F l ig h t  
s c h o o l ,  w h e r e  f o u r  m e n  h e  k n e w  h a d  
b e e n  k i l le d . A d v a n c e d  t r a i n i n g ,  t h a t  
c o s t  t h r e e  m o r e .  S q u a d r o n  d u ty , S t a te 
s id e , a n d  th e  l o n g  n a v ig a t io n a l  h o p s ,  
th e  w e a th e r -f ly in g , th e  g u n n e r y  r u n s  
t h a t  m e n  s o m e tim e s  d i d n ’ t p u l l  o u t  o f ,  
th e  c r a s h - la n d in g s  a n d  th e  b u r n in g s .  
A  r a c e  w i th  a  th o u s a n d  o b s ta c le s .  A n d  
w h e n  o n e  w a s  s a fe ly  o v e r ,  a lw a y s  a n 
o t h e r ,  h i g h e r  a n d  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  ju s t  
a h e a d . A n d  f in a lly  th e  to u g h e s t  o b 
s ta c le  o f  th e m  a ll ,  th e  c o m b a t  to u r .  
A n d  th e  m e n  g o in g  o u t  w h o  d i d n ’t 
c o m e  b a c k —th e  m a n  o n  th e  w in g , c a l l 
in g : ‘H e l p !  S o m e b o d y  h e lp  m e ! ’ B u t  
w h a t  c a n  y o u  d o  t o  h e lp  a  m a n , g o in g  
d o w n  w i th  a  w in g  s h o t  off a n d  h is  
c o c k p i t  o n  f ire ?  A n d  th e  c a s u a l  ta lk ,  
to  v e il  th e  t e r r o r :  'W h o  w a s  t h a t  g o t  
c r e a m e d  to d a y ?  O ld  S m it ty ?  T o o  
b a d ! H is  w ife  j u s t  h a d  a  b a b y . W e l l ,  
l e t ’s c h e c k  h is  g e a r  a n d  s e e  if  h e  d i d n ’t 
h a v e  a  c o u p le  o f  q u a r t s  s to w e d  a w a y .’ 
A n d  n o w  th e  e n d  o f  a l l  t h a t  f o r  h im .  
A n d  th e  d a w n in g  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  
d e a t h  h a d  m is se d  its  la s t  b ig  c h a n c e  
a t  h i m —t h a t  h e  w a s  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  g o 
in g  h o m e .

“ E v e n  th e  g a n g , w h o  d o n ’ t  se e  m u c h  
b u t  s u r f a c e  th in g s , s e e m e d  to  c o m 
p r e h e n d . T h e y  ju s t  le t  h im  s i t  th e r e  
a lo n e ,  u n t i l  h e  f in a lly  g o t  u p , a n d  
la u g h e d  a  b ig  la u g h ,  a n d  s a id , ‘W e l l ,  
w h a d d a y u h  k n o w ? ’ T h e n  th e y  c r o w d e d  
a r o u n d  a n d  w h a c k e d  h i m  o n  th e  b a c k ,  
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  h i m —a n d  m e a n in g
w h a t  th e y  w e r e  s a y in g , to o , f o r  th e y  
k n e w  w i th  th e  K id  g e t t in g  h is  r e l ie f ,  
th e ir s  w o u ld  b e  a lo n g  s o o n . S o  th e y  
a ll  le f t , l a u g h i n g  a n d  ta l k in g  a b o u t  
w h e n  i t  w o u ld  b e .

" B u t  h e  d i d n ’ t  g o . H e  c a m e  b a c k  
t o  m y  d e sk  a n d  s ta r te d  to  sa y  s o m e 
th in g ,  th e n  s to p p e d , lo o k i n g  a t  th e  
f l ig h t-b o a r d  w h e r e  I ’d  p o s te d  th e  a f t e r 
n o o n  m is s io n . H e  d i d n ’t  e v e n  r e a d  it ,  
j u s t  g l a n c e d  a t  i t ,  a t  f irs t, a n d  w a v e d  
h is  h a n d  a n d  s a id :  ‘T h a t ’s f o r  th e  
b ir d s , m y  f r a n ’ ! ’ T h e n  h e  s to p p e d  a n d  
r e a d  th e  to p  lin e , s lo w ly : ‘Today’s tar-
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get—airfields at Kanoya.’ H e  f r o w n e d .  
‘S a y , J e f f , ’ h e  s a id , ‘w h e r e ’s K a n o y a ?  
O n e  o f  th o s e  l i t t l e  is la n d s  u p  n o r t h  o f  
h e r e ? ’ ‘N o p e , ’ I  s a id , a n d  p u l le d  o u t  
a  t a r g e t  m a p  to  s h o w  h i m . ‘R i g h t  
h e r e . O n  K y u s h u , s o u t h e r n m o s t  o f  
th e  J a p  h o m e  is la n d s . W e ’r e  g o in g  
r i g h t  in  to  w h e r e  th e y  l iv e . I t ’l l  b e  
th e  firs t t i m e  t h a t  la n d -b a s e d  C o r s a i r s  
h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  J a p a n —if  w e  c a n  m a k e  
i t .  I t ’s a  te s t .  T o  see  if  w e  c a n  c a r r y  
e n o u g h  g a s  a n d  a m m o  to  g o  u p  th e r e  
a n d  h a v e  a  fig h t a n d  c o m e  b a c k  h e r e .  
I f  if  w o rk s —’

“ H e  b r o k e  in  h u r r i e d l y :  ‘H o w  im 
p o r t a n t  is i t ?  I m e a n ,  c o m p a r e d  to  
th e  B - 2 9 ’s h i t t i n g  T o k y o  a n d  Y o k o 
h a m a  a n d  th o s e  p la c e s ;  h o w  d o e s  it  
s ta c k  u p  w i th  w h a t  th e y  d o ? ’

" Q O M E H O W  I h a d  th e  f e e l in g  h e  
O  w a n te d  m e  to  say  i t  d i d n 't  a m o u n t  

to  m u c h ,  a n d  if  I  h a d  k n o w n  w h a t  w a s  
o n  h is  m in d ,  I g u e ss  I w o u ld  h a v e  lie d  
a  l i t t le .  B u t  I d i d n ’ t. I  to ld  h i m :  
‘I  g u e ss  i t ’s j u s t  a b o u t  as  i m p o r t a n t ,  in  
a  w a y , a s  w h a t  th e  A r m y  b o y s  a r e  d o 
in g . T h e y  a r e  k n o c k in g  o ff th e  a i r 
p la n e s  t h a t  w ill  b e  h i t t i n g  u s  s ix  
m o n th s  f r o m  n o w , b y  t e a r i n g  u p  th e  
f a c t o r i e s .  B u t  th e  p la n e s  t h a t  a r e  
s in k in g  o u r  s h ip s  a n d  c o m in g  d o w n  
h e r e  to  b o m b  u s  e v e r y  n i g h t  a r e  th e  
o n e s  t h a t  a r e  f ly in g  n o w —lo ts  o f  th e m  
f r o m  K a n o y a .  A n d  th e y  a r e  th e  o n e s  
w e  a r e  g o in g  a f t e r . ’

“ H e  g r a b b e d  m e  b y  th e  a r m .  ‘L o o k ,  
J e f f , ’ h e  s a id , ‘I ’m  g o in g  o n  t h a t  s tr ik e !  
W h e r e ’s th e  S k ip p e r ? ’



'1 b lo k e  in  o n  h im . ‘D o n ’t  b e  a  
d o p e . ’ I s a id . ‘Y o u ’r e  th r o u g h .  L o o k  
h e r e . ’ I p ic k e d  u p  th e  file t h a t  sh o w s  
w h a t  c a c l i  p i lo t  h a s  d o n e  o n  h is  to u r .  
“ Y o u ’v e  g o t  s e v e n  p la n e s  to  y o u r  c r e d i t  
a n d  G o d  k n o w s  h o w  m a n y  b o m b in g  
m is s io n s . Y o u ’v e  g o t  th e  N a v y  C ro ss  
a n d  th e  D .F .C . ,  a n d  e n o u g h  A ir  M e d 
a ls  to  m a k e  y o u  h u m p b a c k e d . K n o c k  
o lf  th is  e a g e r -b e a v e r  s tu ff  a n d  la y  off

SlUu^uUed Juf.
Q'icUtan Gan&o+i
“They ivcnt right in on the deck—pouring slugs into everything that moved.”
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u n t i l  i t ’s t i m e  f o r  y o u  to  g o  h o m e .”  
B u t  h e  d i d n ’t e v e n  h e a r  m e . H e  w e n t  
b a r r e l in g  o u t  th e  d o o r ;  I k n e w  h e  w a s  
g o in g  to  fin d  th e  S k ip p e r .

“ I t  w o r r ie d  m e . T h e  K id  w a n tin g  
to  g o  d i d n ’ t m a k e  se n se . T h e r e  a r e  
s o m e  p i lo ts ,  I k n o w , w h o , b e c a u s e  th e y  
a r e  b o r n  k i l le r s , o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  lo v e  
to  fly o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a t e  th e  J a p s ,  
o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  lo v e  g lo r y , s ta y  o u t  
a f te r  th e i r  to u r  is o v e r  a n d  a r e  a lw a y s  
b e g g in g  f o r  d a n g e r o u s  m is s io n s . B u t  
h a r d ly  o n e  in  a  h u n d r e d  is l ik e  th a t ,  
a n d  th e  K id  w a s n ’ t  o n e  o f  th e m . I 
d i d n ’t  h a v e  t im e  to  b r o o d  o v e r  it ,  
th o u g h , f o r  I h a d  to  b r ie f  th e  s tr ik e  
a n d  1 h a d  to  g e t  s o m e  n o te s  t o g e th e r .  j



" T h e y  c a m e  d o w n  in  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  
fo r  th e  b r ie f in g . Y o u  c o u l d  te l l  th e y  
h a d  h a d  th e  w o rd , o r  a  l i t t l e  o f  i t ,  f o r  
s o m e  o f  th e m  w e r e  la u g h i n g  to o  m u c h ,  
a n d  to o  lo u d , a n d  s o m e  o f  th e m  w e r e  
y a w n in g — th o s e  n e r v o u s  y a w n s  y o u  a l 
w ay s see b e f o r e  th e  s q u a d r o n  is g o in g  
o u t  o n  a n  e x t r a -d a n g e r o u s  m is s io n . 1 
m a d e  i t  s h o r t  a n d  s n a p p y  a n d  d i d n ’t 
g iv e  th e m  a n y  p e p -ta lk  o r  f la g -w a v in g . 
1 'h ey  k n e w  w h a t  i t  m e a n t  to  h i t  J a p a n .  

So a f te r  I ’d  g iv e n  th e m  tim c -o f - ta k e o f f  
a n d  a m m o -lo a d in g  a n d  w e a t h e r -o v e r 
ta r g e t  a n d  w h a t  1 k n e w  a b o u t  th e  flak  
a t  th e  tw o  field s— K a n o y a  a n d  its  s a te l 
l i te , K a n o y a  E a s t — I s a t  d o w n  a n d  th e  
S k ip p e r  to o k  o v e r .  H e  g o t  u p , p u l l in g  
a t h is  b ig  r e d  m u s ta c h e .

“ B u t  h e  g o t  g o in g  p r e t t y  w e l l—g iv 
in g  th e m  a l t i tu d e  to  fly g o in g  u p , a n d  
th r o tt le - s e t t in g s  to  s a v e  g a s , a n d  so o n ,  
a n d  as  h e  g o t  in to  th e  m e c h a n ic s  o f  
th e  f lig h t th e  n e r v o u s n e s s  w e n t  o u t  o f  
th e m , as  i t  a lw a y s  d id  w h e n  th e y  g o t  
in to  th e  d r y  s ta t is t ic s .  H e  h a d  a  f a ir ly  
s im p le  p la n  w o rk e d  o u t  f o r  th e  r u n  
o v e r  th e  ta r g e ts :  T w o  d iv is io n s  w e r e  
to  fly h ig h  c o v e r  o v e r  N a g o y a  a t  
e ig h te e n  th o u s a n d , w i th  t h r e e  d iv i 
s io n s  g o in g  d o w n  lo w  to  k n o c k  off a n y 
th in g  t h a t  c a m e  u p  to  fig h t. W h e n  
th e y ’d  k n o c k e d  off a i r b o r n e  o p p o s i 
t io n , th e y  w e r e  to  g o  in , ju s t  o lf  th e  
d e c k  a n d  a ll  o u t ,  to  s t r a f e .  T h e n  th e y  
w e re  to  p u ll  u p  h ig h , a n d  th e  to p  c o v 
e r  w a s  to  c o m e  d o w n  t o  b e a t  u p  N a 
g o y a  E a s t .  T h e n  th e y  w e r e  to  b a r r e l  
o u t  o f  th e r e  b y  a  c e r t a i n  r o u t e ,  to  
a v o id  th e  b ig g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  A A ,  
a n d  j o in  u p  to  c o m e  o n  h o m e .

" V V  7 H E N  I s a t  d o w n  a f t e r  I h a d  s a id
W  m y  p ie c e , I  sa w  th e  K id , b a c k  in  

th e  b a c k  r o w , s c r ib b l in g  o n  h is  k n e e  
p a d , a n d  1 k n e w  th e n  h e  h a d  s o ld  th e  
S k ip p e r  a  b ill  o f  g o o d s  a n d  w a s  g o in g  
a lo n g . B u t  th e r e  w a s  s o m e th i n g  in  
h is  f a c e  I c o u l d n ’t  q u i te  u n d e r s ta n d — 
s t r a in ,  o r  u n c e r ta i n ty ,  o r  s o m e th in g .  
S o  w h e n  th e  g a n g  filed  o u t  to  th e  lin e  
to  find th e ir  p la n e s  1 w e n t  o v e r  to  h im  
w h e re  h e  w a s  s c r a b b l in g  h is  g e a r  o u t  
f ro m  u n d e r  th e  ta b le ,  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  
w h a t  w a s  th e  s c o o p .

“ H e  s h r u g g e d .
“ ‘T h e  S k ip p e r  b le w  h is  to p  a t  f irs t,’ 

h e  s a id . ‘H e  g a v e  m e  th e  s a m e  s o n g  
a n d  d a n c e  y o u  d id . B u t  I k e p t  ta lk in g  
a n d  h e  f in a lly  s a id  I c o u ld  h a v e  th e  
s ta n d -b y . I f  s o m e b o d y  c a n ’t  t a k e  off, 
o r  h a s  to  c o m e  b a c k , I g e t  to  g o . ’

“ H e  g r in n e d  a n d  r u b b e d  th e  l i t t l e  
b e a d  d o ll  h e  w o r e  o n  h is  h e l m e t .  H is  
g ir l  h a d  s e n t it  to  h im  as a  g o o d -lu c k  
c h a r m . ‘ I ’v e  g o t  J o - J o  w o r k in g  f o r  
m e ,’ h e  s a id . ‘H e ’s g o in g  to  h e x  s o m e 
b o d y ’s e n g in e . ’ T h e n  h e  s ta r te d  to  g o ,  
a n d  I th o u g h t  a g a in  h o w  m u c h  h e  
lo o k e d  lik e  a l i t t le  b a n ty  r o o s te r .  B u t  
h e  s to p p e d  in  th e  d o o r  a n d  tu r n e d  
a r o u n d , lo o k in g  s o r t  o f  f u n n y , a n d  
s a id : ‘D o  m e  a  f a v o r , w ill  y o u , Jeff?  
I f  b y  c h a n c e  I g e t  o ff—a n d  d o n ’t  g e t  
b a c k —a n d  y o u  h a v e  to  w r i te  th e  l e t te r

f o r  th e  S k ip p e r ’ (h e  p a t t e d  th e  p is to l-  
b u t t  c o v e r in g  th e  p i c t u r e s  o f  h is  d a d
a n d  h is  g i r l )  ‘g iv e  ’e m  a  g o o d  s n o w  jo b  
f o r  m e , w o n ’ t y o u ?  T h e y  w o n ’t  k n o w  
w h e r e  K a n o y a  is, e i t h e r .  S o  b e  s u r e  
a n d  te ll  ’e m  i t ’s in  J a p a n —ju s t  lik e  
T o k y o . ’

“ I s h o u ld  h a v e  g o t  i t  th e n , b u t  s o m e 
h o w  I d i d n ’t . I n  a  m in u te  o r  so  I 
w e n t  o n  o u t  to  th e  lin e  to  w a t c h  th e  
ta k e o ff . T h e  C o r s a i r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
o u t  o f  th e i r  r e v e tm e n ts ,  c o m in g  d o w n  
th e  ta x i -w a y  tw o  b y  tw o , th e i r  e n g in e s  
s n o r t i n g ,  d e e p  a n d  h o llo w , a n d  th e  
c o r a l  d u s t  w h i r l i n g  b a c k  u n d e r  th e ir  
ta i ls  l ik e  s m o k e . T h e  K id  w a s  in  th e  
r e v e tm e n t  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  r u n w a y ,  
a l r e a d y  in  th e  c o c k p i l ,  k id d in g  w i th  
h is  m e c h  in  p a n to m im e .  H e  h a d  th e  
e n g in e  t u r n i n g  o v e r  e a sy , a n d  h e ’d  
l e a n  f o r w a r d  w i th  h is  h a n d  c u p p e d  
to  h is  e a r ,  l i s te n in g . T h e n  h e ’d  m a k e  
a  c i r c l e  w i th  h is  th u m b  a n d  f o re f in g e r  
a n d  tw is t  h is  m o u t h  a r o u n d — th e  o ld  
g e s tu r e  t h a t  m e a n t  Okay.

“ H e  s a w  m e  w a t c h in g  h im , a n d  
g r in n e d  a n d  w a v e d  a t  m e . T h e n  h e  
to u c h e d  h is  f in g e r t ip s  u n d e r  h is  c h in  
a n d  c lo s e d  h is  ey es a n d  w a g g e d  h is  
h e a d  f r o m  s id e  to  s id e  as  if  h e  w e r e  
p r a y in g .  I p u t  m y  f in g e r  to  m y  te m 
p le  a n d  tw ir le d  i t ,  t o  s ig n ify  I t h o u g h t  
h e  w a s  n u ts ,  a n d  h e  la u g h e d  a n d  
t h u m b e d  h is  n o s e  a t  m e . W e  k e p t  u p  
th is  f o o lis h  p a n t o m i m e  m a y b e  five  
m in u te s ,  u n t i l  th e  first p la n e  o f  th e  
f lig h t c a m e  d o w n . H e  le a n e d  f o r w a r d ,  
l i s te n in g  to  th e  s o u n d  o f  h e r  e n g in e ,  
a n d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  a i r b o r n e ,  h e  s h o o k  
h is  h e a d  a s  if  in  r e g r e t  a t  a  c h a n c e  h e  
h a d  m is se d .

“ T h e y  k e p t  o n  g o in g  d o w n , a n d  I  
sa w  h i m  r u b b in g  t h a t  l i t t l e  d o l l ,  a n d  
b lo w in g  o n  i t  a s  if  i t  w a s  a  p a i r  o f  d ic e .  
B u t  th e y  a ll  g o t  off, a n d  as  th e  la s t  o n e  
l i f te d  o ff, h e  s lu m p e d  b a c k  in  h is  s e a t  
a n d  w a t c h e d  h e r  g o . H e  t u r n e d  h is  
p a lm s  u p  in  a  g e s tu r e  o f  m o c k  d e s p a ir  
a n d  I m o t io n e d  f o r  h im  to  c o m e  o n  
d o w n . B u t  h e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d , a n d  I  
tu r n e d  to  g o  b a c k . I h a d  ju s t  r e a c h e d  
th e  d o o r  o f  th e  Q u o n s e t ,  w h e n  I h e a r d  
h i m  g u n  h is  e n g in e —a n d  I tu r n e d  
a r o u n d .

“ S w in g in g  in t o  a  la n d in g  t u r n  a t  
th e  h e a d  o f  th e  r u n w a y  w a s  a  C o r s a i r  
w ith  its  e n g in e  t o r c h i n g  a n d  c o u g h in g  
l ik e  a  s e a -l io n , a n d  a  p lu m e  o f  b la c k  
s m o k e  t r a i l i n g  o u t  b e h in d . T h e  K id  
d i d n ’t  e v e n  w a i t  to  c l e a r  w i th  O p e r a 
t io n s . H e  s k id d e d  h is  ta i l  a r o u n d  a n d  
r o a r e d  f o r  th e  ta k e o ff  p o i n t .  H e  
g u n n e d  h e r  o n c e , a t  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  
s t r ip ,  h o ld in g  h e r  w i th  th e  b r a k e s ,  
s h u d d e r in g , a n d  I c o u l d  see  h im  c h e c k 
in g  h is  g a u g e s . T h e n  h e  id le d  h e r  
b a c k  a n d  lo o k e d  o v e r  t o  w h e r e  I w as  
a n d  r a is e d  h is  c la s p e d  h a n d s  o v e r  h is  
h e a d , lik e  a  p r iz e f ig h te r  s h a k in g  h a n d s  
a t  th e  c r o w d . B e f o r e  I  h a d  t i m e  to  
w a v e , h e  w a s  g o n e , in  a  t e a r i n g  r a c k e t  
a n d  a  c lo u d  o f  d u s t .

“ S t a n d in g  th e r e  in  th e  d o o r ,  w h e r e  
h e  h a d  s to p p e d  o n  h is  w a y  o u t ,  I r e 
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m e m b e r e d  t h a t  f u n n y  l i t t l e  s p e e c h  o f  
h is , a n d  b e g a n  to  see  a  g l im m e r  o f  
l i g h t .  B u t  it  w a s n ’ t u n t i l  1 s a t  d o w n  
to  c e n s o r  th e  m a il  t h a t  e v e r y th in g  w a s  
c l e a r .  T h e r e  w e r e  tw o  le t te r s  th e r e  
th e  K id  h a d  w r i t t e n  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e ,  
b e f o r e  h e  k n e w  h e  w a s  g o in g  h o m e .  
O n e  w a s  to  h is  g i r l  b a c k  h o m e , a n d  
d o w n  to w a r d  th e  e n d  w a s  th is  lin e :  
‘I w a s  in r e s te d ’ ( t h e  K id  n e v e r  c o u ld  
s p e ll )  ‘in  w h a t  y o u  to ld  m e  C h u c k  
W il s o n  s a id  in  h is  l e t t e r  a b o u t  fly in g  
th e  B -2 9 s .  S o  h e  is g o in g  to  b o m b  
T o k y o ,  is h e ?  W e l l ,  t h a t  is fin e  a n d  
I h o p e  h im  lu c k . B u t  I b e t  h e  g iv e s  
e v e r y b o d y  a  b ig  s n o w  j o b  w h e n  h e  g e ts  
h o m e . ’ A n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  l e t t e r  to  h is  
d a d :  ‘J a n  to ld  m e  s h e  h a d  a  le t te r  
f r o m  C h u c k  W il s o n .  S h e  s a id  h e  is 
g o in g  t o  fly a  B -2 9  o v e r  T o k y o .  I b e t  
M is te r  W il s o n  is r e a l ly  b e a t in g  h is  
g u m s  b r a g g in g  a b o u t  C h u c k . B u t  
d o n ’t  le t  it  g e t  y o u  d o w n , P o p . M a y 
b e  y o u  c a n  b r a g  a b o u t  th is  M a r in e  
s o m e  t o o . ’

“ S o  t h a t  w a s  i t .”  I s a id . “ T h e  d u m b ,  
p r o u d ,  je a l o u s  l i t t l e  g u y !”

TH E  B r ie f in g  O fficer  s h o v e d  h is  
c h a i r  b a c k .

“ G o  o n ,” I s a id , “ L e t ’s h a v e  th e  r e s t  
o f  i t . ”

“ W h a t  h a p p e n e d  a f te r w a r d  I h e a r d  
f r o m  th e  b o y s  in  th e  f l ig h t ,” h e  r e 
s u m e d . “ T h e y  s a id  th e  K id  jo in e d  u p  
a b o u t  h a l f  a n  h o u r  o u t ,  c h ip p e r  a s  a  
s q u ir r e l  a n d  k id d in g  o v e r  th e  in te r 
c o m  u n ti l  th e  S k ip p e r  m a d e  h i m  k n o c k  
i t  o ff. H e  w a s  o n  T e x ’s w in g  a n d  T e x  
s a id  h e  c o u ld  see  h is  lip s  m o v in g , a s  if 
h e  w e r e  s in g in g , a n d  w h e n  h e  sa w  T e x  
lo o k in g  a t  h im , h e  g a v e  th e  ‘th u m b s -  
u p ’ s ig n  a n d  b o b b e d  h is  s h o u ld e r s  f o r 
w a r d —lik e  h e  w a s  t r y in g  to  h u r r y  th e  
C o r s a i r  a lo n g .  J u s t  h o r s in g  a r o u n d ,  
l ik e  h e  a lw a y s  d i d  w h e n  h e  th o u g h t  
h e  w a s  g o in g  to  a  f ig h t. B u t  th e r e  
w a s n ’ t  m u c h  fig h t to  it .  W h e n  th e y  
g o t  o v e r  th e  ta r g e t  th e  S k ip p e r  s e n t  
th e  K id ’s d iv is io n  u p  a s  h ig h  c o v e r ,  
a n d  th e r e  w a s  n o th i n g  u p  t h e r e —ju s t  
o n e  Z e k e  th a t  s ta y e d  f a r  o u t  o f  r a n g e ,  
d o i n g  a c r o b a t i c s ,  t r y in g  to  lu r e  s o m e 
b o d y  o u t  o f  f o r m a t i o n  to  m a k e  a  p ass .

“ S o  th e y  c i r c l e d  a r o u n d , b u t  n o t h 
in g  c a m e  u p  t o  f ig h t a n d  th e y  s ta y e d  
u p  t h e r e  w h ile  th e  d iv is io n s  d o w n  lo w  
w e n t in  to  b e a t  th e  fie ld  u p  g o o d  w ith  
th e i r  f iftie s . T h e n  th e y  p u l le d  u p  to  
h ig h  c o v e r ,  a n d  th e  K i d ’s d iv is io n  w e n t  
d o w n , o v e r  N a g o y a  E a s t ,  a n d  g a v e  it  
a  g o o d  s h e l la c k in g . T h e y  w e n t  in  
r i g h t  o n  th e  d e c k —f is h ta i l in g  to  fo u l  
u p  th e  A A  g u n n e r s ,  f o r  th e  flak  w a s  
p o p p in g  lik e  c o r n  in  a  p o p p e r ,  a n d  
p o u r i n g  s lu g s  in to  e v e r y th in g  th a t  
m o v e d  o n  th e  g r o u n d  a n d  e v e r y th in g  
th a t  lo o k e d  as  if  it m ig h t  h id e  a  p la n e .

“ T h e y  m a d e  f o u r  u n s  a n d  s ta r te d  
s o m e  fires a n d  h u r t  s o m e  p e o p le .  T h e n  
th e y  p u l le d  u p  to  r e n d e z v o u s  a n d  
h e a d e d  o n  h o m e , f illin g  th e  a i r  fu ll  o f  
th e  e x c i t e d  g u m - b e a t i n g  y o u  a lw a y s  
h e a r  w h e n  a  s t r ik e  s ta r ts  h o m e , n o  m a t 



t e r  h o w  th e  S k ip p e r  y e lls  a b o u t  r a d i o  
d is c ip l in e . T e x  w a s  a s k in g  e v e r y b o d y  
d id  th e y  s e e  t h a t  J a p  o n  a  h o r s e ,  h ig h -  
t a i l i n g  d o w n  a  ta x i -w a y  f lo g g in g  th e  
h o rs e ?  S o m e b o d y  a s k e d  T e x  d id  h e  
s t r a f e  th e  J a p ,  a n d  T e x  s a id , h e l l ,  n o ,  
h e  w as  a f r a i d  h e  w o u ld  h i t  th e  h o r s e !  
M ic k y  M c G u i r e  h a d  s w u n g  w id e  o f  th e  
field  a  l i t t l e  o n  th e  la s t  r u n ,  o v e r  a  
r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  
s tu m p y  c o n d u c t o r  in  a  b lu e  s u i t  s ta n d 
in g  a t  th e  g a t e  t a k in g  t i c k e ts  a n d  
M ic k y  h a d  t u r n e d  h is  f iftie s  lo o s e  in to  
th e  d in k y  t h a t  w a s  p u l l i n g  th e  t r a i n  
a n d  th e  c o n d u c t o r  h a d  f lu n g  h is  t i c k e ts  
in to  th e  a i r  l ik e  c o n f e t t i  a n d  r u n .  A n d  
J i m ,  f l a th a t t in g  d o w n  th e  r u n w a y ,  sa w  
a  p l a n e  t a k in g  o ff  a n d  g a v e  i t  a  s q u i r t  
—a n d  th e  p i l o t  ju m p e d  o u t ,  l e a v in g  
th e  p l a n e  to  r u n  w ild  d o w n  th e  r u n 
w a y . L o t  o f  s tu ff  l ik e  t h a t  th e y  a l 
w ay s  ta l k  a b o u t  w h e n  th e y  a r e  h e a d e d  
h o m e . B u t  f in a lly  th e  K id  b r o k e  in :

“ ‘I f  th e  L e a t h e r n e c k  L a d ie s  S e w in g  
C ir c l e  w ill  k in d ly  k n o c k  off th e  c h a t t e r  
f o r  a  m in u te ,  I  w o u ld  lik e  t o  r e p o r t  I  
a m  f ly in g  a  v e r y  s ick  c h ic k . ’ T h e  S k ip 
p e r  to ld  h i m  to  r e p o r t  h is  d a m a g e ,  a n d  
th e  K id , s t i l l  s o u n d i n g  lik e  h e  w a s  h a l f  
jo k in g ,  s a id : ‘J u s t  a  g e n e r a l  c o m in g  
a p a r t  a t  th e  s e a m s , c a u s e d  b y  to o  m u c h  
le a d  in  th e  t a i l .  A n d  in  th e  n o s e  a n d  
th e  w in g s  a n d  o t h e r  is o la te d  s p o ts .  
S o m e  j o k e r  h a d  m e  b o r e s ig h te d  o n  
t h a t  la s t  r u n . ’ T h e  S k ip p e r  a s k e d  h im  
if  h e  t h o u g h t  h e  c o u l d  m a k e  i t  o n  
h o m e  a n d  th e  K id  s a id  s u r e , b u t  h e ’d  
h a v e  t o  n u r s e  h e r  a lo n g . T h e  S k ip p e r  
to ld  T e x  a n d  M ic k y  to  s ta y  o n  h is  
w in g  a n d  g iv e  h i m  w h a t  h e lp  th e y  
c o u ld .

“ S o  th e y  w e n t  a lo n g  t h a t  w a y  w i th  
th e  K id  w is e c r a c k in g  a b o u t  h o w  th e  
o l d  b e a t e n -u p  c r a t e  w a s  b e h a v in g — 
‘S h e ’s ju s t  l ik e  a  h o r s e  t h a t  w a n ts  to  
g r a z e . H a v e  to  k e e p  p u l l i n g  h e r  h e a d  
u p  a ll  th e  t i m e ,’ h e  s a id —u n t i l  th e y  
w e r e  o v e r  P o i n t  L o b o ,  te n  m in u te s  
f r o m  h o m e . T h e n  h e  p o p p e d  h is  
flap s  to  see  h o w  s h e  w o u ld  b e h a v e  
a n d  h e r  n o s e  w e n t  d o w n  lik e  a  r o c k ,  
a n d  T e x  s a id  t h a t  f o r  a  m i n u t e  h e  
t h o u g h t  th e  K id  w a s n ’t  g o in g  to  b r in g  
h e r  u p  s t r a i g h t  a n d  le v e l  a g a in .  T h e n  
h e  d r o p p e d  h is  w h e e ls  a n d  th e  s a m e  
th in g  h a p p e n e d .  S o  h e  to ld  th e  S k ip 
p e r :  ‘ I c a n  p u t  h e r  d o w n , w h e e ls  u p  
a n d  flap s  u p , I  t h in k ,’ h e  s a id . ‘ B u t  
s h e ’ll  la n d  a w f u l  h o t .  S h e  w o n ’t  s ta y  
u p  m u c h  lo n g e r — n o t  l o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  
m e  t o  w a i t  w h ile  th e  o t h e r  g u y s  p a n 
c a k e . A n d  if  I  g o  in  firs t a n d  s h e  
b u r n s  o n  th e  r u n w a y ,  s o m e  o f  th e m  
h a v e n ’ t  g o t  g a s  e n o u g h  to  w a i t  w h ile  
th e y  c l e a r  th e  s t r ip .  I  g u e ss  I ’d  b e t 
t e r  le a v e  h e r . ’

“ T h e  S k ip p e r  a s k e d  h i m  d i d  h e  
w a n t  to  d i t c h  o r  j u m p ,  a n d  h e  s a id  
h e ’d  r a t h e r  j u m p .  ‘I  c o u ld  u s e  s o m e  
f re s h  a i r , ’ h e  s a id . S o  th e  S k ip p e r  
s a id  ‘G o o d  l u c k ! ’ a n d  th e  K id  e a s e d  
h e r  a r o u n d  t o  th e  w e s t , to w a r d  th e  
o p e n  s e a  b e y o n d  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  fle e t.  
H e  s w itc h e d  h is  m ik e  to  th e  r e s c u e -

“He flipped her over on her back 
and the Kid came out head-first. He 
fell about a thousand feet, tumbling 

slowly, like a doll falling.'’
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c h a n n e l  a n d  T e x  a n d  M ic k y  h e a r d  
h i m  t a l k in g  to  a  c r a s h - b o a t  d o w n  b e 
lo w  a n d  sa w  th e  b o a t  s ta n d  o u t  f ro m  
th e  f le e t, to w a r d  th e  s p o t  th e  K id  sa id  
h e ’d  t r y  to  h i t .  T h e y  s a w  h im  in  th e  
c o c k p i t ,  c a lm ly  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  h is  
s a f e ty -b e lt  a n d  c h e c k i n g  h is  'c h u te  
s tr a p s . W h e n  h e  h a d  o p e n  w a t e r  b e 
lo w  h i m , h e  s w itc h e d  h is  m ik e  to  th e ir  
c h a n n e l  a n d  s a id  ‘S e e  y o u  g u y s  a t  
c h o w ,’ a n d  g a v e  t h e m  th e  ‘ th u m b s -u p ’ 
s ig n .

“ T h e n  h e  f l ip p e d  h e r  o v e r  o n  h e r  
b a c k  a n d  th e y  s a w  th e  c a n o p y  b r e a k  
a w a y  a n d  th e  K id  c a m e  o u t  h e a d -f irs t , 
c le a n .  H e  te l l  a b o u t  a  th o u s a n d  fe e t, 
tu m b l in g  s lo w ly  lik e  a  d o l l  f a l l in g .  
T h e n  h e  c r a c k e d  h is  ’c h u te  a n d  it  
b lo s s o m e d  q u ic k ly , a n d  th e  K id  je r k e d  
u p  s t r a i g h t  in  th e  h a r n e s s .  T h e y  
w e n t  d o w n  to  c i r c l e  h im . H e  w as  
f lo a t in g  s t r a i g h t  d o w n , n o t  o s c i l la t in g ,  
a n d  th e y  c i r c l e d  c lo s e r  a n d  h e  w a v e d  
a t  th e m  a n d  la u g h e d  a n d  r o c k e d  b a c k  
a n d  f o r t h ,  p u m p i n g  o n  th e  r is e rs  lik e  
a  k id  in  a  s w in g . H e  p u l le d  u p  o n e  
le g  a n d  o ff  a  s h o e  a n d  h e ld  i t  u p  b e 
tw e e n  th u m b  a n d  f o r e f in g e r  a n d  
d r o p p e d  i t  a n d  to o k  th e  o t h e r  o n e  off 
a n d  d r o p p e d  i t  a n d  w a t c h e d  i t  fa ll  
a w a y . H e  lo o k e d  u p  a t  h is  c a n o p y  a n d  
b le w  a  k iss  a t  i t ,  a n d  a  l o t  o f  h o rs e 
p la y  lik e  th a t .  T h e n  h e  s l ip p e d  b a c k  
o n  h is  s e a t -p a c k  a n d  u n h o o k e d  h is  leg -  
s t r a p s  so  h e  c o u l d  l i f t  h is  a r m s  a n d  
s l id e  o u t  w h e n  h e  w a s  a b o u t  to  h i t .  
T h e  c r a s h - b o a t  w as  s ta n d in g  d o w n 
w in d , w a i t in g ,  a n d  i t  lo o k e d  as  if  i t  
w o u ld  b e  as  e a s y  a  r e s c u e  a s  y o u ’ll  fin d  
in  th e  b o o k s .

“ B u t  a b o u t  fifty  f e e t  off th e  d e c k  
a  g u s t  o f  w in d  s n a tc h e d  a t  h is  c a n o p y  
a n d  h e  s w u n g  o u t  lik e  a  p e n d u lu m .  
N e a r l y  s t r a i g h t  o u t ,  a n d  b a c k  a g a in .  
A n d  o n  th e  b a c k -s w in g  h e  h i t ,  o n  his  
b a c k , s la m m in g  h a r d  i n to  th e  w a t e r  in  
a  g e y s e r  o f  s p r a y . T e x  w e n t  d o w n  lo w  
to  lo o k , a n d  h e  c o u l d  see  h im  th e r e ,  
stiff  a n d  s t r a ig h t  o u t  lik e  a  p la n k  f lo a t
in g , t a n g le d  in  th e  r is e r s ,  w i th  th e  
w liite c a p s  w a s h in g  o v e r  h is  h e a d . T h e  
c r a s h - b o a t  c a m e  in  fa s t , a n d  h a d  h im  
a b o a r d  in  n o  t i m e .  T h e y  w o r k e d  o n  
h i m  f o r  h o u r s .  B u t  th e  K id  w a s  d e a d  
— th e  s h o c k  w h e n  h e  h i t  h a d  s tu n n e d  
h i m , a n d  h e  h a d  d r o w n e d .”

“ P o o r  l i t t l e  g u y .”  I  s a id . “ P o o r  
d u m b , p r o u d ,  je a lo u s  l i t t le  g u y .”

“ M a i n l y i u s t  d u m b , I g u e s s ,” th e  
B r ie f in g  O ffice r  s a id  “ A  s q u a d r o n  o f  
th e  B -2 9 s  g o t  in  y e s te r d a y . O n e  o f  
th e i r  g r o u n d  o fficers  w a s  o v e r  h e r e .  H e  
w a s  s o r r y  to  h e a r  th e  K id  w a s  g o n e .  
T h e y  w e r e  f r o m  th e  s a m e  to w n , h e  
s a id . T h e y  u s e d  to  b e  a lw a y s  g e t 
t i n g  in  f ig h ts ; u s e d  to  g o  w ith  th e  s a m e  
g i r l .”

“ W e l l ,  I ’ll  b e  d a m n e d ,”  I s a id . “ V ou  
m e a n — ”

T h e  o ffice r  n o d d e d . “ T h e  v e r y  s a m e  
g u y ,”  h e  s a id . “ G o t  h u r t  in  a  c r a s h  
a t  S a ip a n  a n d  n e v e r  flew  a  c o m b a t  
m is s io n . T h i s  is a s  c lo s e  as  h e  e v e r  
g o t ,  t o  T o k y o .”



kittle c^lley 
and the 'Zhippy

Many a child has invented an imaginary playmate.
But this time the newspapers got hold of the story.

by Schuyler Smith

I  W A N T  to  g e t  th e  r e c o r d  s t r a ig h t  
b e f o r e  w e s e tt le  d o w n  to g e th e r  
in  y o u r  f a v o r i te  f o x h o le .  I ’m  
ju s t  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  e d i t in g  th e  

f o llo w in g  e v e n ts  as  th e y  h a p p e n e d .  
I ’v e  n e v e r  p la y e d  e d i t o r  b e f o r e ,  s o  I  
g u e ss  a  lo t  o f  th in g s  w ill  g e t  in  t h a t  
s h o u ld n ’t.

I  w e n t to  a  r e p u t a b le  p s y c h ia tr is t  
a f t e r  th e s e  e v e n ts  o c c u r r e d  a n d  to ld  
h im  I  f e l t  lik e  a  h a u n t e d  h o u s e  w h o s e  
h a u n t  h a d  le f t  i t  in  th e  lu r c h  b u t  
w h ic h  s til l  w a n te d  to  c r e a k  h in g e s  a l l  
th e  t im e . H e  w a s  a  s y m p a th e t i c  s o r t  
o f  f e llo w , a n d  u r g e d  m e  to  te l l  a ll .

A f te r  th e  s t a n c e  h e  g a v e  m e  a n  affi
d a v i t  s ta t i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  s a n e ; n o t

p r o n e  to  e x a g g e r a t e  u n le s s  e x c i t e d ;  
u n r e a s o n a b l y  s o b e r  a t  le a s t  te n  p e r 
c e n t  o f  th e  t i m e ;  b u t  t h a t  m y  P e t e r  
P a n  c o m p le x ,  w h ic h  h e  c la im e d  lu rk s  
in  e v e r y  m a n ,  w a s  s o m e w h a t  le f t  o f  
c e n te r .

I ’m  s u r e  h e  w a s  g la d  to  g e t  r i d  o f  
m e  a n d  I  k n o w  h e  n e v e r  w a n ts  to  see  
m e  a g a in ,  f o r  h e  s e n t  m e  a  w h o p p in g  
b i l l .

I ’l l  b o w  o u t  n o w , m o r e  o r  less, a n d  
le a v e  y o u  o n  y o u r  o w n , o r  w e ’l l  n e v e r  
g e t  g o in g .  . . .

O u r  n e w s p a p e r  is a  f a m ily  a f fa ir .  
T h e  o w n e r  is th e  e d i t o r ,  a ls o  m y  
u n c le .  I t ’s r e a l ly  n o t  a  b a d  l i t t le  
s h e e t ;  i t  e v e n  h a s  its  o w n  p re s s , a n d  a
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s m a ll  s o lid  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  m u c h  o f  w h ic h  
is r u r a l .  T h e  r u r a l  s tu ff , t h a t ’s m e ;  
o r  a t  le a s t  m e  a n d  m y  ja l o p y .  A f te r  
y e a r s  o f  b u m p in g ,  g r in d in g  a n d  s n o r t 
in g  a lo n g  c o u n t r y  r o a d s  I  k n o w  h o w  a  
c e n t a u r  m u s t  h a v e  o b je c te d  t o  h is  
h o r s e ’s r e a r  e n d . B u t  i t  w a s  t h a t  o r  
w a lk —a n d  m y  g r e a te s t  g i f t  is n o t  
b e in g  a b le  to  m o v e  . m u s c le  u n le s s  I 
h a v e  to .

W e  h a d  o u r  f o r e ig n  c o r r e s p o n d e n ts  
s t r a te g ic a l l y  p l a c e d  in  n e a r -b y  v i l la g e s  
t o  c o l l e c t  s u c h  w h iz  b a n g  s tu ff  a s :

Maple Falls: Sadie Shanks was 
th e b rig h test s ta r  o f  M rs. H a m m e r’s 
lem o n ad e  a n d  p u n ch  p arty  g iven  for  
th e b en efit o f  th e M ap le  F alls  L u m  
Z um  Society  o f h ig h er c u ltu re  an d  
finer a r t. Sadie, in a p re tty  p in k  o r
gan d y , sto le  th e show  w ith  a series o f  
faces she m ad e u p  all by herself. Sadie  
is five, an d  th e d a u g h te r  o f  M r. an d  
M rs. E p h  Shanks. . . . H o llyw ood  
h ad  b e tte r  look  to  its lau rels.

W h i l e  th is  k in d  o f  tw a d d le  o f te n  
k e p t  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  u p  w h e n  n o th i n g  
e ls e  w o u ld , I  w a s  a b o v e  s u c h  th in g s ,  
b e in g  th e  c o u n ty  c o v e r -a l l  a n d  f e a tu r e  
m a n . I  c o u l d  (a n d  s t i l l  c a n )  t u r n  a  
h a r d - c i d e r  d a n c e  a t  th e  G r a n g e  in to  
a  c h a m p a g n e  b a l l  a t  th e  R i t z ,  w i th  
n o th i n g  o n  b u t  a  w r y  s m ile .

WE L L ,  I w a s  o u t  o n  a  r o u t i n e  
r o u n d -u p  a n d  i t  w a s  s p r in g . I t  

w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  b e a u t i f u l  d a y s  t h a t  
s p r in g  is u s u a l ly  n o te d  f o r  th e  a b s e n c e  
o f ,  w i th  e v e r y th in g  b u r s t i n g  i n to  n e w  
l i f e  a t  o n c e ,  th e  g r e e n  f o lia g e  m a s s in g  
a ll  o v e r  th e  p l a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  c o m b in e d  
s m e ll  o f  r i c h  e a r t h  a n d  b lo s so m s , 
w h ic h  to  m e  is th e  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  
p e r f u m e  in  th e  w o r ld . O n  d a y s  lik e  
th a t  I ’m  a n  a n t i -c i ty  b o y , r ig h t  u p  to  
th e  h u b  c a p s .

T h e r e  I  w a s  b o u n c i n g  a n d  j o u n c in g  
o v e r  th e  o ld  s h o r e -c u t  t o  E e l  j u n c t i o n .  
I k n e w  e v e r y  b e n d , tw is t , r is e  a n d  d ip  
in  th a t  r o a d ,  a n d  so  d i d  th e  j a l o p y ;  
o f te n  I  m a d e  th e  r u n  w r i t i n g  c o p y ,  
n e v e r  h a d  to  to u c h  th e  w h e e l .  I  k n e w  
e v e r y  f a r m h o u s e , f a r m e r ,  f a r m e r ’s 
w ife , a n d  a l l  th e  m o r e  p i q u a n t  f a r m 
e r s ’ d a u g h te r s ,  a ls o  m o s t  o f  th e  c h i l 
d r e n ,  d o g s , c a t s  a n d  c a t t l e .

A s  w e  r o l le d  a n d  d ip p e d  a lo n g  th e  
r o l le r - c o a s te r  r o a d ,  I m a d e  u p  m v  
m in d  t o  c a l l  o n  s o m e  n e w c o m e r s  w h o  
h a d  ju s t  b o u g h t  th e  o ld  C y  C u t le r  
p l a c e .  I  c o u l d  lo o k  ’e m  o v e r  a n d  
m a y b e  g e t  a  s u b s c r ip t io n  f o r  th e  s h e e t  
a t  th e  s a m e  t i m e .  I w a s  h a n d y  th a t  
w a y  to o .

I  t u r n e d  in to  th e  d r iv e  a n d  g o t  o u t  
o f  th e  c a r  n e a r  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  h o u s e  
f r o m  h a b i t .  Y o u  c o u l d  k n o c k  o n  a  
f r o n t  d o o r  a l l  d a y  lo n g  in  o u r  c o u n 
tr y ,  a n d  d ie  f r o m  e x p o s u r e  b e f o r e  a n y 
o n e  a n s w e r e d .



S o m e o n e  w a s  m o v in g  a r o u n d  in  th e  
b ig  k i tc h e n  as  I  w a lk e d  o v e r .  I t  w a s  
n o  s u r p r is e  to  fin d  i t  w a s  th e  n e w  
f a r m e r ’s w ife . W h e n  I  to ld  h e r  w h o  
I  w a s , e v e r y th in g  w a s  f in e  a n d  d a n d y :  
s h e  g a v e  m e  s o m e  co ffe e  a n d  m a d e  m e  
s a m p le  th e  g i n g e r b r e a d  s h e  h a d  ju s t  
p u lle d  o u t  o f  th e  o v e n .

I  k n e w  t h e i r  n a m e  w a s  A lle y , b u t  
t h a t ’s a l l  I  k n e w  a b o u t  th e m . T h e  
s u b s c r ip t io n  c a m e  o ff a l l  r i g h t ;  th e n  I  
a n g le d  a r o u n d  f o r  a n y  p o s s ib le  n ew s

ite m s . M r s . A lle y  w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  
b ig , w a r m h e a r t e d ,  f lu s h -fa c e d  c o u n tr y  
w o m e n  w h o  ta k e  a lm o s t  a n y th i n g  th a t  
c o m e s  th e i r  w a y  f o r  g r a n t e d .  T w o  
s o n s  w e r e  i n  t h e  s e r v ic e ,  i t  s e e m e d ,  
a n d  v e r y  m u c h  m is s e d  o n  th e  f a r m .  
T w o  d a u g h te r s  w e r e  a ls o  a b s e n t ;  o n e  
w a s  t r a i n i n g  t o  b e  a  n u r s e , a n d  th e  
o t h e r  o n e  w a s  te a c h i n g  s c h o o l  s o m e 
w h e r e .

“ T h e n , ”  s h e  s a id , r a t h e r  c o y ly ,  
“ t h e r e ’s L i t t l e  A l l e y .”

I t  s o u n d e d  lik e  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t  th e  
w a y  s h e  s a id  i t ,  a n d  I  g u e ss  h e  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n —b e c a u s e  L i t t l e  A lle y  
t u r n e d  o u t  to  b e  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .

I  d i d n ’ t  p a y  m u c h  h e e d  to  th is  L i t t l e  
A lle y ,  u n t i l  s h e  s a id  in  a  h e s i t a t in g  
w a y :

“ W e  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  to  m a k e  o f  
h i m  a n y  m o r e .  I  g u e ss  m e  a n d  P a  
w a s  r e a l l y  t o o  o l d .”

O n e  o f  m y  e a r s  c a m e  t o  a t t e n t i o n .  
W h a t  w a s  th e  m a t t e r  w i th  L i t t l e
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A lle y , 1 w a n te d  to  k n o w —n o se y , y es, 
b u t  t h a t ’s th e  F o u r t h  E s ta t e  f o r  y o u .

N o th i n g  s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  m a t t e r  
w ith  h im  e x c e p t  h e  h a d  a  f r ie n d  w h o  
w a s  v e r y  r e m a r k a b le  in d e e d , b u t  
w h o m  th e y  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n . H is  n a m e  
w a s  H u p  th e  D u p p y .

M y  o t h e r  e a r  c a m e  in to  f o c u s  a t  
o n c e  a n d  th e  n e w s -h o u n d  n o s e  b e g a n  
to  q u iv e r .

" T h a t ’s a  v e r y  u n u s u a l  n a m e , M rs .  
A lle y ,”  I  s a id . “ I k n o w  th is  p a r t  o f  
th e  c o u n tr y  p r e t t y  w e ll , a n d  if  th e r e 's  
a  f a m ily  n a m e d  D u p p y  in  it ,  i t  e lu d e s  
m e .”

" O h ,  n o ,” sh e  s a id . “ Y o u  d o n ’t 
r ig h t ly  u n d e r s ta n d .  H u p  is n ’t a  p e r 
s o n . I m e a n  h e  h a s n ’t a  f a m ily . I 
m e a n , h e ’s ju st a  D u p p y .”

I g u lp e d  th e  la s t o f  th e  c o ffe e  q u ic k 
ly  b e f o r e  la u n c h i n g  o u t  a g a in .

“ M rs . A l le y ,” I b e g a n  s lo w ly , “ I 
m a k e  a  l iv in g  o u t  o f  g a t h e r i n g  n e w s .  
D o  y o u  th in k  it  w o u ld  b e  p o s s ib le  to  
h a v e  a  l i t t le  ta lk  w i th  y o u r  s o n ?  W e  
m ig h t  lik e  to  in c lu d e  h is  f r ie n d  in  th e  
N e w  A r r iv a ls  c o lu m n , b u t  I w a n t  to  
k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  h im  f irs t.”

I t  w o rk e d  lik e  a  c h a r m .  “ W h y ,”  
sh e  s a id , "I th in k  L i t t l e  A lle y  w o u ld  
lo v e  th a t !  Y o u  see m e  a n d  P a  try  
h a r d  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  l i t t le  fe llo w  
w h e n  h e  ta lk s  a b o u t  h is  p l a y m a te ,  b u t  
w e  a in t  b e e n  a b le  to , y e t .”  S h e  
th o u g h t  L i t t l e  A lle y  m ig h t  b e  o u t  in  
th e  b a r n - lo f t—if  I w a n te d  to  g o  fin d  
h im .

I f o u n d  L i t t l e  A lle y  in  th e  b a r n -  
lo f t  as  a d v e r t is e d , w o r k in g  h a r d  o v e r  
a  s m a ll a n d  a n c ie n t  h a n d - lo o m  s u c h  
as I h a d  o n ly  seen  in  a m u s e u m . O n e  
o f  th e  g r e a t  m y s te r ie s  o f  life  to  m e  h a s  
a lw a y s  b e e n  h o w  s o m e  p e o p le  h a v e  
th e  c h i ld r e n  th e y  d o . O f  c o u r s e , 1 
s till  h a d  to  m e e t  M r . A lle y , b u t  I  w as  
s u r e  I c o u ld  r e p r o d u c e  h im  in c h  by  
in c h . L i t t l e  A lle y , h o w e v e r , w as  o u t  
o f  a  s to r y -b o o k  a n d  h a d  n o  b u sin e ss  
b e in g  e v e n  th e  a f t e r t h o u g h t  o f  a  m id 
d le -a g e d  d o w n - to -e a r th  f a r m in g  c o u 
p le . H e  g r e e te d  m e  as th o u g h  I w e re  
in  th e  h a b i t  o f  v is i t in g  e v e r y  d a y .

“ H i ,”  h e  s a id , lo o k in g  u p  a t  m e  
w ith  e a r n e s t  b ig  b lu e  ey es . “ T h i s  
th in g ’s b u s te d  a g ’i n !”

I A L L O W E D  as h o w  t h a t  w a s  q u i te  
a  c o n t r a p t i o n  f o r  s u c h  a  l i t t l e  f e l

lo w  to  b e  fu ssin g  w ith .
" O h ,  n o ,” h e  a n s w e r e d  q u ic k ly . “ I f  

H u p  w o u ld  o n ly  le a v e  it a lo n e —” 
T h e r e  w as  a b ig  w in d o w  in  th e  

b a r n - lo f t  w h e re  th e  lo o m  w a s , a n d  
L i t t l e  A lle y  s to o d  in  f r o n t  o f  it ,  th e  
su n  r a d ia t in g  f r o m  h is  g o ld e n  h e a d  
lik e  a  h azy  h a lo .

“ J u s t  w h a t ,” I a sk e d , as c a s u a lly  as  
I c o u ld , " d o e s  H u p  d o  to  i t ? ”

" H e  m a k e s  it n o t  w o rk , o f  c o u r s e ,”  
L i t t l e  A lle y  r e p lie d  as  m a t te r -o f - f a c t  
as y o u  p le a se .

M o s t o f  u s  th in k  w e ’v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  
a  lo t ,  se e n  e n o u g h  a n d  h e a r d  to o

m u c h —a n d  I ’m  n o  e x c e p t i o n ;  b u t  th is  
w a s  a  s to p p e r .  A ll  m y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i 
e n c e  w i th  l e a d in g  q u e s tio n s  d id  m e  n o  
g o o d . T h e  e v e r - r e a d y  q u ip s  d r ie d  u p .  
I n  s h o r t ,  f o r  o n c e  in  m y  life  I  w as  
s p e e c h le ss .

N o w  I lik e  c h i l d r e n —i t ’s o n ly  w h e n  
th e y  g r o w  u p  t h a t  I s o m e tim e s  w o n 
d e r  if  th e  e f fo r t  w a s  w o r th  i t —a n d  1 
th in k  th e y  lik e  m e ;  so  w h ile  I  h a v e n ’ t 
a n y  o f  m y  o w n , I  h a p p e n  to  k n o w  
s o m e  o f  th e  th in g s  th e y ’re  a p t  to  d o .  
O n e  o f  th e m  is d r e a m i n g  u p  l i t t le  
c h a r a c t e r s .  O f te n  th e se  im a g in in g s  
a r e  m o r e  r e a l  t o  th e m  th a n  M a m m a  
a n d  P a p a .  I t  w a s n ’ t th is  a b o u t  L i t t l e  
A lle y  th a t  s to p p e d  m e , i t  w a s  th e  w a y  
h e  p u t  h is  id e a  a c r o s s —w h ic h  f o r  m e , 
a n y w a y , w a s  o r i g i n a l :  o f  a  s o m e b o d y  
s p e n d in g  h is  t im e  m a k in g  s o m e th in g  
n o t-w o r k .

T h e n  th e r e  w a s  L i t t l e  A lle y  h i m 
se lf . I  c o u ld  n o  m o r e  v is u a liz e  h im  
b e h in d  a  p lo w  s o m e  d a y , th a n  m y s e lf  
in  t h a t  t o r tu o u s  s i tu a t io n .  I d i d n ’t 
k n o w  w h a t I h a d  h o ld  o f , b u t  I  w a s

s u r e  it  w a s  o u t  o f  th e  o r d i n a r y .  S o  I  
p la y e d  i t  s t r a ig h t .

L i t t l e  A lle y  w as  a g a in  a b s o r b e d  
w ith  th e  lo o m . " M y  n a m e ’s E d  C a r 
v e r ,” I  s a id .

H e  ig n o r e d  th e  f o r m a l  in t r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  s p o k e  w i th o u t  lo o k in g  u p . “ L a s t  
t im e  ’tw a s  th e  t r e a d l e ;  n o w  i t ’s th e  
w a r p i n '-b a r .  T h a t  D u p p y ’s a p e s t, 
b u t  I  a in t  q u i t t i n ’.”

“ E v e r y b o d y  c a lls  m e  P a s t e p o t ,” I  
p e r s is te d .

“ T h a t ’s a  f u n n y  n a m e ,”  s a id  th e  
b o y , s til l  b u sy .

“ Y e s , L i t t l e  A lle y , i t ’s a  f u n n y  
n a m e , b u t  so  is y o u r s . H a v e n ’ t  y o u  
a n y  o t h e r ? ”

“ N o p e ,”  h e  a n s w e r e d  g r a v e ly ;  
“ le a s tw a y s  t h a t ’s w h a t  th e y  a lw a y s  
c a ll  m e .”

“ O .K .,  L i t t l e  A lle y  it is ,”  s a id  I, 
g e t t i n g  b a c k  i n to  s tr id e . " N o w  w o u ld  
y o u  m in d  te l l in g  m e  a b o u t  th is  D u p p y  
—w h a t h e  is, w h e r e  h e  c o m e s  f ro m ,  
a n d  w h a t  h e  d o c s  o r  d o e s n ’t  d o  th a t  
a n n o y s  y o u  so  m u c h .”

T h e  b o y  s to o d  u p  s t r a ig h t  in  th e  
s la n t in g  s u n lig h t  a n d  s c r a tc h e d  h is  
h e a d  w i th  b o th  h a n d s .

" W e l l ,  M r . P a s t e p o t ,”  h e  s a id  d e 
l ib e r a te ly ,  “ i t  b e g a n  w h e n  P a  s e t u p  
th is  h e r e  n o w  m a c h in e .  I  f o u n d  h e r

“You’ve gone and done it,” 
he cried; “you've ruined 
me!” “Unc,” I proclaimed, 
“this is no time for recrimi
nations; the time has come 

for action.”
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in  th e  r a f te r s  a n ’ I  w a n te d  ’e r  s e t u p  
h e r e . P a , h e  s a id  ’tw a s  f o o l i s h m e n t ,  
b u t  h e  d o n e  i t  ju s t  th e  s a m e .”

I  c a m e  o u t  s t r o n g ly  w i th , “ W h a t ’s 
t h a t  g o t  to  d o  w i th  a  D u p p v ? ”

“ I ’m  a -c o m in ’ t o  t h a t  p a r t ,  if  y o u ’ll 
h o i ’ y e r  h o ss e s .”

I  h e ld  m y  “ h o sse s”  a n d  m y  b r e a th  
to o , f o r  th e r e  w a s  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  
th is  s e v e n -y e a r -o ld  w h ic h  to ld  m e  t o  
s ta y  o n  m y  s id e  o f  th e  f e n c e , if  I  w a n t 
e d  a n y  s to r y  a t  a ll .

T it t l e  A l l e y  c a m e  a r o u n d  t o  th e  e n d  
I i o f  th e  lo o m  a n d  s a t  o n  th e  w e a v 
e r ’s b e n c h , d a n g l i n g  h is  f e e t .

“ Y o u  k in  s e t, if  y o u ’r e  a  m in d  t o ,”  
h e  s a id , i n d ic a t i n g  a n  u p t u r n e d  b o x .

I “ s e t .”
“ L o ts  o f  fo lk s  th in k  I ’m  te c h e d ,  

w h e n  I te l l  ’e m  a b o u t  th is  D u p p y — 
b u t  I  a i n t .”

“ L i t t l e  A l le y ,”  I  c o u n te r e d ,  a n d  I  
th in k  I w a s  s in c e r e  e v e n  th e n , “1 
d o n ’t th in k  y o u 'r e  te c h e d  a n d  I w a n t  
to  k n o w  a ll  a b o u t  h i m —o r  is i t  a n  
i t? ”

" ’T a i n t  n o  i t ,  i t ’s a  h im , a n ’ h e ’s 
l i t t l e r  th a n  m e . H e ’s a l l  d re s s e d  u p  
lik e  a  c o s tu m e ; w e  g o t  a  p i t c h e r  lik e  
h im  in  th e  h o u s e .”

“ W h e n  d id  y o u  see  h im  first?  A n d  
w h a t  d id  h e  say  t o  y o u ? ”

I n  a n s w e r  to  th is , L i t t l e  A lle y  w e n t  
o n  a t  le n g th —a n d  I g iv e  y o u  h e r e w i th  
th e  s u m  a n d  s u b s ta n c e  o f  h is  d is 
c o u r s e .

T h e  la d  h a d  n o  s o o n e r  s ta r te d  fu ss
in g  a r o u n d  w ith  th e  o ld  lo o m , h e  to ld  
m e , th a n  th is  c h a r a c t e r  a p p e a r e d .  
L i t t l e  A lle y  h a d n ’t  th e  s l ig h te s t  n o 

t io n  w h e re  h e ’d  c o m e  f r o m . H e  ju s t  
lo o k e d  u p  a n d  t h e r e  H u p  w a s , s i t t in g  
c ro s s -le g g e d  o n  th e  w e a v e r ’s b e n c h .  
L i t t l e  A lle y  w a s  m o s t  im p r e s s e d  b y  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  s t r a n g e r  w a s  “ l i t t l e r ” 
th a n  h im , h e  r e p e a te d  tw o  o r  th r e e  
t im e s , a n d  t h a t  in  a d d i t i o n  h e  h a d  a  
p r o f u s e  w h ite  b e a r d ,  lo ts  o f  w r in k le s  
a n d  a  c o s tu m e , a lo n g  w i th  h is  l i t t l e 
n ess.

I a s k e d  h im , w h a t  k in d  o f  a  co s 
tu m e . a n d  h e  d e s c r ib e d  s o m e th i n g  lik e  
th e  o u tf i ts  th e  P i lg r im  F a t h e r s  w o r e .  
Y o u 'v e  s e e n  th o s e  p i c t u r e s  o f  th e m  
g o in g  t o  c h u r c h ,  a r m e d  to  th e  te e th ,  
in  c a se  th e  “ h o s ty le  s a v a g e s ” s h o u ld  
d e s e c r a te  d ie  S a b b a t h  b y  ta k in g  p o t 
s h o ts  a t  th e m . I a s k e d  L i t t l e  A lle y  if  
th e  c h a r a c t e r  c a r r i e d  a  g u n  o r  a n y 
th in g  lik e  th a t .  O h , y es, in d e e d y , h e  
h a d  h is  “ s h o o t in ’-g u n ,”  a l l  r ig h t ,  o n ly  
lie  c a l le d  i t  s o m e th i n g  t h a t  e n d e d  in  
“ b u s s .” T h e  b o y  c o u l d n ’ t r ig h t ly  
“ r e c o m m e m b e r ” th e  firs t p a r t .

C o u ld  i t  h a v e  b e e n  a  b lu n d e r b u s s ,  
I  a s k e d  h im . “ S u r e  w a s — ju s t !”  h e  
c r ie d , a n d  h o w  d id  I  k n o w ?  I  to ld  
h im  a  b l u n d e r b u s s  w a s  a  k in d  o f  
s h o o t in ’-g u n  t h a t  fo lk s  u s e d  in  o l d 
e n  tim e s .

W h a t  d id  h e  d o  th e n , I  w a n te d  to  
k n o w . " D i d  h e  ju s t  s it  th e r e  a n d  
w a t c h  y o u , o r  d id  h e  ta l k ? ”

“ H e  ta lk e d  k in d  o ’ f u n n y , M r .  
P a s te p o t .  H e  s a t  th e r e  a n ’ to l ’ m e  I 
w a s  a -w a s t in ’ m y  t i m e .  H e  s a y e d  if  I 
e v e r  d id  g e t  th e  o l ’ lo o m  a -w o r k in ’ 
h e ’d  m a k e  i t  n o t-w o r k  so  q u ic k  i t 'd  
m a k e  m e  d izzy . H e  s a y e d  h e  w a s  a  
D u p p y , a n ’ h is  n a m e  w a s  H u p .  D u p -  
p ie s  w a s  th e  n o t -w o r k  s p i r u t  o f  th e  o l ’

m a c h in e s  a n ’ w h e n  I s ta r te d  w o r k in ’ 
th e  o l ’ lo o m  it  w as  h is  b o u n d e n  d u ly  
to  w o r k  a g ’i n ’ m e —b u t  I w a s  so  y o u n g  
I ’d  n e v e r  g i t  a -g o in ’ , a n y h o w ! H e  
s a y e d  h e  w a s  g o n n a  ta k e  a  v a c a t io n  
a n d  h a v e  h im  s o m e  f u n  w i th  a l l  th e  
n e w f a n g le d  m a c h in e s  a r o u n d  in  th e  
f a r m h o u s e s  h e r e .  H e  b e t  m e  h e  c o u ld  
h a v e  ’e m  a ll  s to p p e d  in  n o t h i n ’ fia t. 1 
d i d n ’t  r ig h t ly  k e tc h  h is  m e a n in '  
g o o d , r i g h t  o ft, b u t  h e  t o l ’ m e  ev erv -  
t h i n ’ w h u t  w o rk s  lia s  a  n o t-w o rk  s p ir tu  
in  it ,  a n ’ a f t e r  w r a s s l in ’ w ith  this  
th in g , I th in k  l ie ’s g o t  th a t  r ig h t-s id e -  
u p !”

L i t t l e  A lle y  p a u s e d  f o r  b r e a th  a n d  
I  p a u s e d  f o r  th o u g h t .  T h e  la d  a c 
c e p te d  th e  a p p a r i t i o n  o f  H u p  th e  
D u p p y  w i th  so  m u c h  a s s u r a n c e  th a t ,  
as I  l i s te n e d  to  h im , I  a lm o s t  b e lie v e d  
in  th e  c h a r a c t e r  m y s e lf . T h e  n o t-  
w o rk  b u s in e s s , w h e th e r  L i t t l e  A lle y 's  
in v e n t io n  o r  n o , w a s  w o r th y  o f  a 
w id e r  a u d ie n c e .  T h e n  a n d  th e r e  I 
d e c id e d  to  ta k e  o n  a  n e w  j o b —as p u b 
l ic i ty  a g e n t  f o r  a  D u p p y .

I th a n k e d  L i t t l e  A lle y  f o r  h is  r e c i 
t a t i o n  a n d  a s k e d  w o u ld  h e  m in d  if  I 
p u t  a  few  w o rd s  in  th e  p a p e r  a b o u t  
th e  D u p p y . N o , h e  p e r s o n a l ly  w o u ld  
b e  t i c k le d , b u t  th e  D u p p y  m ig h tn 't  
l ik e  it .

“ H e ’s k in d a  o r n e r y ,” h e  s a id .
“ S u p p o s e  w e d o n ’t te l l  h i m ,” I 

c o u n te r e d .
“ H e ’ll fin d  o u t ,” s a id  th e  la d . 

“ H e ’s a  s m a r t  u n .”
I le f t  th e  b o y  w i th  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  

w a r m  f e e l in g  o f  c o m p le t e  u n d e r s ta n d 
in g  w e  s o m e tim e s  fin d  in  th e  u n lik e -  
lie s t  n o o k s  a n d  c r a n n ie s .  I  s u p p o s e  
s o m e  d a y  I ’ll  g r o w  u p , b u t  r ig h t  n o w  
t h a t  k in d  o f  th in g  c o m in g  m y  w a y  
e v e r y  so  o f te n , m a k e s  life  r e a s o n a b le .

MY  u n c le  w a s  w a i t in g  f o r  m e  
w h e n  I g o t  b a c k  to  th e  p a p e r .  

H e  w a s  in  a  s te w , a s  u s u a l .  U n c le  
h a d  a  h a b i t  o f  s h o u tin g  e v e n  th e  s im 
p le s t  r e m a r k s ;  w h e n  h e  g o t  e x c i te d ,  
h is  b e l lo w in g  h a d  s o m e tim e s  b e e n  
m is ta k e n  f o r  th e  f ir e -a la r m , if  th e  o f 
fice w in d o w s  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  o p e n .  
W i t h  a l l  h is  c a p e r - c u t t i n g  h e  w a s n 't  
a n y w h e r e  n e a r  as  cu s s e d  as  h e  s o u n d 
e d . H e  a ls o  h a d  a  p e c u l i a r  h a b i t  o !  
f ir in g  m e  f o r m a lly  o n c e  a  w e e k , ju s t  
b e f o r e  h e  p u t  th e  p a p e r  to  b e d .

“ Y o u  a d d l e p a t e a  s c a t t e r b r a i n ,”  h e  
s h o u te d  in  w a r m  g r e e t in g ,  “ w h e r e  th e  
h e l l  h a v e  y o u  b e e n ?  I ’ll  b e  d a m n e d  
i f  I ’ll  h o ld  u p  m y  p a p e r  f o r  y o m  
d r iv e l !  Y o u ’v e  h a d  a  w h o le  d a m n ’ 
w e e k  a n d  I ’v e  g o t  n o th i n g  o u t  o f  y o u  
y e t b u t  a  q u e s t io n -m a r k .” T h e n  h e  
g r e w  s a d ly  ir o n ic .  " I  s u p p o s e  y o u  
w e r e  c r e a t e d  to  k e e p  m e  in  g o o d  i t c h 
in g  f o r m , lik e  a n  a c t iv e  flea  o n  a  d o g .
I  c a n ’ t th in k  o f  a n y  o t h e r  r e a s o n ! ’ 
T h e n  h e  r o a r e d :  “ G e t  m e  c o p y —a n ti  
d o n ’t  s it  d o w n  to  it ,  o r  y o u ’ll  fa ll  
a s le e p ! A n d  in  c a s e  I  f o r g e t  t o  te l l  
y o u , y o u ’r e  f i r e d !”
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A ll  th is  w a s  r o u t i n e .  I ju s t  s to o d  
w ith  m y  h a t  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  m y  h e a d ,  
d o in g  th e  n a i l -p o l i s h in g  a c t  u n t i l  th e  
w o r d  “ f ire d ” b r o u g h t  u p  m y  c u e .

" U n c , ”  I r e p l ie d , “ d i d  y o u  e v e r  
th in k  t h a t  p e r h a p s  th e  d o g  w as  
c r e a t e d  so  th e  c u te  l i t t l e  flea  w o u ld  
h a v e  s o m e th in g  n ic e  a n d  s o f t  to  p la y  
a r o u n d  o n ? ”

M y  u n c le  r o s e  h a l f  o u t  o f  h is  c h a i r  
—b u t  ju s t  b e f o r e  h e  s w a llo w e d  h is  
A d a m ’s -a p p le , I  p e r f o r m e d  a  s t r a te g ic  
w ith d r a w a l .

W i t h  m a lic e  a f o r e t h o u g h t ,  m y  
w e e k ’s c o p y  w a s  c o n s id e r a b ly  s h o r t — 
b u t  a s  th e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  d e s c e n d  to  
b o i le r p l a te ,  I  m a d e  m e n t i o n  o f  a n  
i t e m  t h a t  w o u ld  ju s t  d o  i t .  T i m e  w a s  
s h o r t ,  h o w e v e r , a n d  so w a s  m y  u n c l e ’s

te m p e r .  I  to ld  h i m  n o t  to  f r e t ,  I  c o u ld  
d i c t a t e  i t  to  L o u is  th e  L i n o ,  o u r  lo n g -  
s u f fe r in g  l in o ty p is t .  E v e n  if  I  d i d n ’t 
r u n  th e  p a p e r  I  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  s o m e  o f  
th e  c o g s , a n d  L o u is  w a s  o n e  o f  th e s e .  
W e  b o th  jig g e d  to  th e  s a m e  tu n e .

U n c  m u t t e r e d :  “ A lw a y s  s h o r t ,  a l 
w a y s  la t e ,  b a d  p r a c t i c e ,  s h o u ld n ’ t b e  
d o n e , b u t  g o  a h e a d  a n y w a y .”

I  d i c t a t e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  l i t t l e  g e m :

A larm ing  N ew s fro m  
E e l  J  u n c t io n

I n  a n  in t e r v ie w  w ith  L i t t l e  A lle y , 
th e  s o n  o f  M r .  a n d  M r s . A . A l le n  
A l le y , w h o  r e c e n t l y  b o u g h t  t h e  C y  
C u t l e r  f a r m , M a s t e r  A l le y  r e v e a le d  to  
a  r e p o r t e r  f o r  th is  p a p e r  t h a t  a  
D u p p y  is a t  la r g e  in  t h e  c o u n tr y s id e .
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L i t t l e  A l le y  h a s  s e e n  a n d  ta lk e d  
w ith  s a id  D u p p y , a n d  a d v is e s  h e  m a d e  
w ild  s ta t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  te r 
r o r iz a t io n  o f  t h e  w h o le  c o m m u n ity . 
T h e  D u p p y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  r e a c h e d  f o r  
c o m m e n t .

T h i s  n e w s p a p e r  w a r n s  e v e r y o n e  to  
b e  o n  t h e  lo o k o u t  f o r  th is  f u g it iv e  
f r o m  a n  o ld  lo o m . H e  is d a n g e r o u s  
a n d  c u n n i n g  a n d  m a y  a t t a c k  a n y  m a 
c h i n e  a t  a n y  t im e  a n d  p u t  i t  o u t  o f  
c o m m is s io n .

H is  d e s c r ip t io n  is  a s  fo l lo w s : T w o  
f e e t  t a l l ,  a n d  s p o r ts  a  h e a v y  w h ite  
b e a r d . W e a r s  a  h ig h  c o n i c a l  b la c k  
h a t  w ith  la r g e  w ild - tu r k e y  f e a t h e r  
s t u c k  in  h a t b a n d ,  lo n g  b la c k  ja c k e t  
w ith  w id e  w h ite  c o l l a r  a r o u n d  n e c k , 
b l a c k  k n e e - b r e e c h e s  a n d  d a r k  b lu e  
w o o le n  s to c k in g s , b l a c k  s q u a r e - to e d  
s h o e s  w i t h  s i lv e r  b u c k le s .  H e  is 
a r m e d  w ith  a m u r d e r o u s  b lu n d e r b u s s ,  
a n d  w il l  f ire  a t  t h e  le a s t  p r o v o c a t io n .  
H e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  n a m e  o f  “ H u p .” 
L o c a l  p o l ic e  h a v e  b e e n  n o t i f ie d .

L o u i s  s to p p e d  a n d  tu r n e d  a r o u n d  
t o  ta k e  a  g o o d  lo n g  lo o k  a t  m e . " Y o u  
d a f f y -d o w n -d i l ly !” h e  s a id . “ W il d -  
tu r k e y  f e a th e r ,  h u h ?  B o y , t h a t  a in t  
r e p o r t i n g —t h a t ’s l i t r a c h u r e !”

“ B a c k  t o  y o u r  k e y b o a r d , s la v e ,” I  
o r d e r e d .  “ M y  m a n if e s t  d e s tin y  lies  in  
g e t t i n g  th is  in  th e  p a p e r .  A  g o o d  
p u b l ic i ty  a g e n t  s to p s  a t  n o t h i n g .” 

L o u i s  s h r u g g e d  a n d  tu r n e d  b a c k  to  
h is  m a c h i n e .  I  c o n t i n u e d :

F o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  th o s e  fe w  
w h o  a r e  lu c k y  e n o u g h  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  
e n c o u n t e r e d  a  D u p p y , th is  p a p e r  
g iv e s  a  b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e i r  n e 
fa r io u s  a c t iv i t ie s .

D u p p ie s  a r e  t h e  e v i l  g e n iu s ,  o r  th e  
n o t -w o r k  s p i r i t ,  o f  t h e  o ld  h a n d  m a 
c h in e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t r ib e  p a ssed  
a w a y  w ith  th e  d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s u c h  
t h in g s  a n d  t h e  c o m in g  o f  t h e  m a c h in e  
a g e . E v e n  to  th is  d a y , h o w e v e r , a 
D u p p y  m a y  s o m e t im e  g e t  r e le a s e d  
th r o u g h  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  a  h a n d  
m a c h in e  b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t io n  
a g a in .

I n  t h e  c a s e  a t  E e l  J u n c t i o n ,  i t  w as 
a n  a n c i e n t  h a n d - lo o m . M r . A lle y  s e t  
th is  u p  f o r  h is  s o n , w h o  h a s  b e e n  e n 
d e a v o r in g  t o  p u t  i t  i n t o  o p e r a t io n .  
T h i s  a p p a r e n t l y  a c c o m p lis h e d  t h e  r e 
le a s e .

A c c o r d in g  t o  o ld - t im e r s  a r o u n d  
th e s e  p a r ts ,  t h e  D u p p y ’s d e p r e d a t io n s  
a r e  a p t  t o  b e  w o rs e  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  
l o n g  c o n f in e m e n t .  T h e y  w e r e  g r a v e 
ly  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a n d  
a r e  a lr e a d y  o r g a n iz in g  a  g r o u p  o f  
m in u t e - m e n  t o  c o p e  w ith  t h e  s i tu 
a t i o n .

T h i s  p a p e r  w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  
a c t iv i t ie s  o f  t h e  m a r a u d e r ,  s o  t h a t  i t  
m a y  k e e p  t h e  p u b l i c  in f o r m e d  a n d  
a d v is e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s te p s  t o  b e  ta k e n  
t o  s ta m p  o u t  th is  e v i l  b e f o r e  i t  d o es  
i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e .



“ L o u i s ,” I  s a id  w h e n  I w a s  th r o u g h ,  
" i f  y o u  c a n  g e t  th a t  in to  th e  f o rm  
s o m e h o w , w i th o u t  a n y b o d y  t r y in g  to  
g a l le y  it o r  r e a d  i t —w e ll , I ’v e  g o t  a 
g a l lo n  o f  C o b  C o u n ty  c o r n  t h a t  says  
y o u  c a n  ”

I t  d i d n ’ t ta k e  m o r e  th a n  th e  u s u a l  
s t i l l  s m a ll  v o ic e  to  u r g e  m e  a w a y  f ro m  
th e  v ic in i ty  o f  th e  p a p e r  a n d  o f  m y  
u n c le ’s b ifo c a ls  f o r  a  w h ile . W i t h  
g o o d  c o m m o n  se n se  th e  v o ic e  s a id :  
“ P a s te p o t ,  t h a t  c a m e  v e r y  c lo s e  to  
b e in g  s h a r p  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  o n  y o u r  
p o o r  o ld  u n c le  to o . P e r h a p s  a  few  
d a y s  off is ju s t  w h a t  y o u  n e e d  to  g e t  
h o ld  o f  y o u r s e l f .”  I  a c c e p te d  th e  
v o ic e ’s s u g g e s t io n  w i th  p le a s u r e ;  in  
f a c t ,  I  d i d n ’t tu r n  u p  u n t i l  th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  f o llo w in g  w e e k .

AS y o u  r e m e m b e r ,  i t  w a s  s p r in g ,  
l a n d  is n ’t t h e r e  s o m e th i n g  a b o u t  

th e  s a p  g e t t i n g  s a p p ie r  a t  th is  t im e  o f  
y e a r?  M a y b e  t h a t  w a s  th e  r e a s o n  I 
c a m e  b a c k  a t  a ll ,  o r  as  th e  m o r e  g r u e 
s o m e -m in d e d  p o in t  o u t ,  a c r i m in a l  a l 
w ay s r e tu r n s  to  th e  s ce n e  o f  th e  c r im e .

A n y h o w , I  w a lk e d  in to  th e  office in  
a b e a u t i f u l  h a z e , m u c h  r e f r e s h e d  b y  
m y  l i t t le  r e s t .  U n c  w a s n ’t th e r e ,  b u t  
h is u n u t te r a b ly  c h a r m i n g  s e c r e ta r y  
w a s. M y  c u p  o v e rf lo w e d .

“ H e l lo ,  P a t ie n c e ,  h o w  a r e  t r ic k s ? ” 
I b e a m e d . I c a l le d  h e r  P a t ie n c e  f o r  
o b v io u s  r e a s o n s .

" S o ,”  sh e  b la z e d  f o r t h ,  “ y o u  c a m e  
b a c k , d id  y o u ?  Y o u ’v e  g o t  m o r e  n e r v e  
th a n  I th o u g h t  y o u  h a d ! D o n ’ t y o u  
ta lk  to  me a b o u t  tr ic k s , y o u  b u m b le -  
b r a i n !”

T h i s  w a s  n o t  th e  P a t i e n c e  I  h a d  b e 
c o m e  a c c u s to m e d  to .

“ N o w , n o w !” I e x c la im e d . “ Is  th a t  
a n y  w a y  to  ta lk  to  a p o o r  w a g e -s la v e  
ju st lik e  y o u r s e lf?  W e  u n d e r d o g s  
m u s t s tic k  to g e th e r ,  o r  a s s u re d ly  w e  
w ill a ll  b e  s tu c k  s e p a r a te ly .”

T h e  p h o n e  r a n g  a n d  P a t ie n c e  a n 
s w e re d  it , p u c k e r in g  h e r  b e a u t i f u l  a l a 
b a s te r  b ro w s  a t  m e  th e  w h ile . S h e  
h a d  to  h o ld  th e  r e c e i v e r  a  f o o t  a w a y  
f ro m  h e r  e a r ,  as  th e  s ta t i c  c o in in g  o u t  
o f  it w a s  l i t t le  s h o r t  o f  d e a f e n in g .  
I t  w a s  U n c ,  a n d  b y  th e  s o u n d  h e  
m u s t h a v e  b e e n  b u r n e d  to  a  c r is p .

“ H e  ju s t  c a m e  in  th is  m i n u t e ,” P a 
t ie n c e  w as s a y in g  in  th e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c 
tio n  o f  th e  m o u t h p i e c e .  A f te r  s o m e  
m o r e  c r a c k l in g  f ro m  th e  r e c e iv e r  sh e  
s a id , “ D o n 't  w o r r y , 1 11 d o  i t . ” T h e n  
sh e  b a n g e d  d o w n  th e  in s t r u m e n t .

“ D o n ’ t  te l l  m e  w h o  t h a t  w a s ,” I 
s a id . “ L e t  m e  g u e s s .”

“ N o w  lis te n , f e l le r ,”  sh e  s a id , w ith  
th o s e  h e a v e n ly  h a z e l ey e s  o f  h e rs  fu ll  
o f  h a t e  a n d  d i s t r a c t i o n .  “ Y o u ’ve  
c a u s e d  p le n ty  o f  h e a d a c h e s  a r o u n d  
h e r e , b u t  this t im e  y o u 'v e  h i t  th e  
ja c k p o t !  Y o u  a n d  y o u r  D u p p y !” H e r  
u s u a lly  m e lo d io u s  v o ic e  w a s  h a r s h  a n d  
fu ll  o f  s c o rn .

I r e c o i le d . I  h a d  a lm o s t  f o r g o t t e n  
a b o u t  th e  D u p p y .

“ W h a t  a b o u t  i t ? ”  I a s k e d .
“ J u s t  th is ,” sh e  s n a p p e d . “ E v e r  

s in c e  t h a t  e d i t io n  c a m e  o u t ,  n o b o d y  
c o n n e c te d  w i th  th is  p a p e r —e x c e p t  
m a y b e  y o u —h a s  h a d  a n y  r e s t  o r  s le e p .”  

I m a in t a in e d  t h a t  s le e p  w a s  o n ly  a  
fe tis h  a n y w a y , a  b a d  h a b i t  p e o p le  
p e r s is te d  in  f a l l in g  in to .  I f  lo o k s  
c o u l d  g r in d  y o u  to  l i t t le  b its , I  w o u ld  
h a v e  m a d e  fin e f ille r  f o r  a  m in c e  p ie .

“ C a n  I h e lp  it if  I ’m  a  c o n f ir m e d  
e s c a p is t? ” I  s u g g e s te d  p la in t iv e ly .

“ E s c a p e ,”  sh e  c a m e  b a c k , “ is th e  
w o r d  I ’v e  b e e n  t r y in g  to  th in k  o f .  
A n d  y o u ’d  b e t t e r  tu r n  i t  in t o  a c t io n  
b e f o r e  i t ’s to o  la t e .  Y o u r  u n c le  ju s t  
to ld  m e  to  k e e p  y o u  h e r e  a t  a n y  c o s t  
u n ti l  h e  g e ts  h e r e .  P e r s o n a l ly ,  if  I  
n e v e r  see  t h a t  v a c u o u s  m a p  o f  y o u r s  
a g a in , i t  w o n ’t  b e  to o  s o o n .”

H e r e  w as o n e  o f  m y  c o g s  t h a t  w a s  
s l ip p in g . O b v io u s ly , s o m e th i n g  m o 
m e n to u s  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  h a v e  th is  
lo v e ly  c r e a t u r e  t u r n  o n  m e  lik e  th a t .

“ P a t i e n c e ,”  I  p le a d e d , “ I ’m  g e n u in e 
ly  p e r p l e x e d .  S o m e w h e r e  u n d e r  t h a t  
c u r v a c e o u s  s w e a te r  o f  y o u r s , m u s t  
b e a t  a  h e a r t  o f  g o ld . P la y  th e  m u s ic  
b e f o r e  I  h a v e  to  f a c e  i t .”

S h e  p r o c e e d e d  a t  o n c e  w ith  g e s tu r e s  
o f  e x a s p e r a t i o n .  I g r e w  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  a s to n is h e d , f o r  i t  ju s t  d i d n ’ t 
m a k e  a n y  se n s e . I t  s e e m e d  m y  in 
n o c u o u s  l i t t le  p l a n t  h a d  b o r n e  s t r a n g e  
a n d  u n e x p e c te d  f r u i t .

TH E  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  e d i t io n -d a y  is 
th e  a p p e n d i x  o f  th e  w e e k  o n  a  

w e e k ly  n e w s p a p e r —u t te r ly  u se le ss  b u t  
p r o n e  t o  i n f e c t i o n ,  if  s o m e th i n g  n ew sy  
h a p p e n s .  F r o m  P a t i e n c e ’s s to r y , I 
g a t h e r e d  t h a t  th e  w e e k  b e f o r e  sh e  h a d  
c o m e  to  th e  office  fu ll o f  g o o d -w ill  
to w a r d  a l l , a n d  lo o k in g  f o r w a r d  to  a  
n ic e  lazy  d a y . H o w e v e r ,  as  s h e  w as  
tu r n i n g  th e  k ey  in  th e  lo c k , th e  te le 
p h o n e  h a d  r u n g . F r o m  th e r e  o n  h e r  
g o o d -w ill  h a d  w in g e d  o u t  th e  w in d o w .

I t  w as M r s . H e n n e s s y , a  s o u r  o ld  
p a r ty  w h o  l iv e d  n e a r  th e  A lle y s . S h e  
c a l le d  th e  p a p e r  t o  say  th a t  s h e  h a d  
n o  s o o n e r  f in ish e d  r e a d in g  a b o u t  th e  
D u p p y  th a n  e v e r y th in g  s ta r te d  to  g o  
b lo o e y  o n  th e  f a r m . It h a d  g r o w n  so  
b a d  th a t  h e r  h e n s  w o u ld n ’ t la y , a n d  
h e r  c o w  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  d o w n . S h e  
h e ld  th a t  th e  p a p e r  w as r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  it a l l ,  a n d  it w a s  u p  to  u s to  d o  
s o m e th in g  a b o u t  it im m e d ia te ly  o r  
sh e  w o u ld  c a n c e l  h e r  s u b s c r ip t io n ,  
w h ic h  h a d  r u n  f o r  n ig h  o n t o  f o r ty  
y e a rs .

T h e  te l e p h o n e  h a d n ’ t  s to p p e d  r i n g 
in g  s in c e , a n d  th e  b u r d e n  o f  m o s t  o f  
th e  c a lls  w a s  s im i la r  to  M is . H e n n e s -  
sy ’s, w ith  b u t s l ig h t  v a r ia t i o n s  o n  th e  
th e m e : a  p u n t])  h e r e ,  a  m ilk in g -m a 
c h in e  th e r e ,  a n d  so  o n . T h e n  r e p o r ts  
b e g a n  to  c o m e  in  a b o u t  c a rs  i n e x p l i 
c a b ly  s ta l le d .

I t  s e e m e d  it  w a s  im p o s s ib le  to  p e r 
s u a d e  th e s e  w o r th y  fo lk  t w a s  a l l  in  
f u n . T h e y  k n e w  b e t te r .
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F i n a l l y  th e  p o l ic e  h a d  th e i r  tu r n .  
T h e y  w a n te d  to  k n o w  w h a t  th e  h e ll  
w e  w e r e  t r y in g  to  p u ll  off, a n y h o w .  
T h e y  h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  h a l f  m a d  by  
p e o p le  c a l l i n g  th e m  u p  w ith  a  lo t  of  
d o u b le - ta lk  a b o u t  a  D u p p y . E v e ry -  
b o d y ’d r e a d  it  in  th e  p a p e r ,  a n d  w h a t  
w e r e  th e  p o l ic e  d o in g  a b o u t  it?  H a d  
th e y  ta k e n  p r o p e r  p r e c a u t i o n s —w e r e  
th e y  la y in g  a  t r a p  fo r  th e  th in g ?  W h a t  
w e r e  th e y  g o o d  f o r , a n y h o w ?  J u s t  
s i t t in g  a r o u n d  w a s tin g  th e  ta x p a y e r s '  
m o n e y  1

T h e  p o l ic e  a d d e d  in  th r e a t e n in g  
f a s h io n , th a t  if  th e  p a p e r  d i d n ’ t m a k e  
a  c le a n - c u t  r e t r a c t i o n  o f  th e  w h o le  
th in g  in  a  s p e c ia l  e d i t io n ,  th e y  w e re  
g o in g  to  see  w h a t  s te p s  c o u l d  b e  ta k e n  
to  h a v e  U n c —a n d  m y s e lf , if  a v a i la b le  
- t h r o w n  i n to  th e  h o o s e g o w  f o r  s p r e a d 
in g  m a lic io u s  f a ls e h o o d s  a m o n g  th e  
i n n o c e n t  a n d  la w -a b id in g  c i t iz e n r y .

P a t i e n c e  h a d  lo s t  a ll  t r a c k  o f  th e  
s e cp te n ce  o f  e v e n ts , b u t  a r o u n d  in  
h e r e  s o m e w h e r e  a n  A .P .  m a n  c a u g h t  
th e  sc]n il) a n d  to sse d  it in to  th e  n ew s-  
b a r r e l .  F r o m  th e r e  o n , it s p r e a d  lik e  
m e a s le s  a f t e r  a  c h u r c h  s u p p e r .

“ A h , P u l i t z e r ,  w h e r e  is th y  p r iz e !” 
I c r ie d . P a t ie n c e  b l a n c h e d .  T h e  te le 
p h o n e  i n te r r u p te d  a g a in ,  as  it  h a d  a ll  
d u r i n g  h e r  r e s u m e .

“ T h o s e  c a l l s ,” sh e  g l a r e d  a t  m e , 
“ a r e  c o m in g  in  f ro m  a ll  o v e r  th e  
c o u n tr y ,  f ro m  th e  s a m e  s o r t  o f  p e o p le  
w h o  th in k  i t ’s ju s t  a  s w im m in g  id e a  
to  c a l l  u p  th e  a q u a r i u m  to  fin d  o u t  
if  M r . F ish  is in ! W h e n  th a t  s ta r te d ,  
th e  te n d e r  b o n d  b e tw e e n  u s s n a p p e d .”

O r d i n a r i ly  a  r e m a r k  lik e  th is , c o m 
in g  f ro m  P a t ie n c e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  ja r r e d  
m e  r ig h t  o u t  o f  m y  C o n g re s s  g a i te rs .  
B u t  th e  n e w s -h o u n d  in  m e  h a d  s e t u p  
a  s t r e n u o u s  b a y in g . I w as  a lr e a d y  
h a lfw a y  o u t  th e  d o o r  w h e n  sh e  fin
is h e d . I ju m p e d  in to  th e  ja l o p y ,  a n d  
w i t h o u t  a  t h o u g h t  t h a t  1 m ig h t  b e  
t u r n in g  in to  a  D u p p y ’s d u p e  m y s e lf ,  
r o a r e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  h ills , h e a d e d  
f o r  L i t t l e  A l l e y ’s w ith  th e  a c c e l e r a t o r  
g lu e d  to  th e  f lo o r b o a rd s .

S u re  e n o u g h , I h a d  to  d o d g e  a r o u n d  
m o r e  th a n  a few  c a rs  s ta l le d  o n  th e  
r o a d .  A  h e a v y  d e w  b r o k e  o u t  o n  tttv  
b r o w , a n d  a  q u e s t io n -m a r k  g r e w  in  m\ 
m in d  u n t i l  it w a s  la r g e  e n o u g h  to  
m a k e  m y  h e a d  a c h e .

WH E N  I p u l le d  in to  th e  A lle y s ’ 
d r iv e , I w a s  a w e d  b y  th e  p h y s i

c a l  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  p ress. 
T h e r e  w e re  m a n y  c a rs , h o rs e s , (tu ck -  
b o a r d s  a n d  b ic y c le s  in  th e  d o o r y a r d .  
a n d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le ,  
m o s t o f  w h o m  I k n e w .

T h e y  c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  m e , q u e s 
t io n in g , g e s tu r in g  a n d  ja b b e r in g ,  trv -  
in g  to  te l l  m e  w h a t  s t r a n g e  th in g s  h a d  
h a p p e n e d  to  th e m  p e r s o n a l ly .  T h e y  
a ll  ta lk e d  a t  o n c e , b u t  th e  s to r ie s  w e re  
p r e t t y  m u c h  th e  s a m e . E a c h  o n e  h ad  
b a d  s o m e  w h o lly  i n e x p l i c a b le  c a l a m 
ity  o c c u r .



A ll  th e se  g o o d  p e o p le  h a d  c o m e  
h e r e  to  h a v e  a  lo o k  a t  L i t t l e  A lle y ’s 
lo o m , lik e  a  p i lg r im a g e  to  a s a c r e d  
r e l ic .  I  k n e w  f ro m  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  
t h a t  th e y  f e l t  if  th e y  c o u ld  to u c h  th e  
th in g  so  m u c h  th e  b e t te r ,  b u t  if  a n y 
th in g  w e r e  d e t a c h a b l e  a n d  c o u l d  b e  
ta k e n  a w a y , t h a t  w as th e  b e s t . I 
f e a r e d  f o r  m y  l i t t le  f r i e n d ’s a n c ie n t  
m a c h in e .  M y  fe a rs , h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  a n  
in s u lt  to  L i t t l e  A lle y ’s s a g a c ity .

I  p le a d e d  c o m p le t e  ig n o r a n c e  w ith  
th e m . I  s a id  I ’d  b e e n  a w a y  a n d  h a d  
ju s t  c o m e  o u t  to  th e  f a r m  f o r  a l l  th e  
d e ta i ls  I  c o u ld  g a t h e r .  T h e y  p la in ly  
d i d n ’ t b e l ie v e  m e . S o  I  a d v is e d  th e m  
to  w a tc h  th e  p a p e r  f o r  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  
a n d  s n a g g e d  five n e w  s u b s c r ip t io n s  o n  
th e  s p o t .

W o o d e n  a r r o w s  p o in t e d  th e  w a y  to  
th e  b a r n  w ith  c r u d e  le t t e r i n g  o n  th e m  
s ta t i n g :  T h is a w a y . A n d  ju s t  in s id e  
th e  b u i ld in g  its e l f  s a t  M rs . A lle y  in  a 
k itc h e n  r o c k e r .  T h e r e  w a s  a s m a ll  
t a b le  in  f r o n t  o f  h e r  w i th  a  la r g e  g la ss  
j a r  o n  i t  w h o se  c o n t e n ts  m a d e  m y  
ey e s  p o p  a n d  a  s ig n  w h ic h  b o r e  th e  
le g e n d : " H e r e  t is —2  b it s . ’’ S h e  w a s  
lo o k in g  f o r  a l l  th e  w o rld  lik e  a  c a n a r y  
w h o  d r e a m e d  i t ’d  s w a llo w e d  th e  c a t .

" W e l l ,  f o r  l a n d ’s s a k e s !” sh e  c r ie d ,  
w h e n  sh e  saw  m e . " I f  it  a in t  th e  
n e w s p a p e r  g e n t le m a n !  W e ’v e  b e e n  
d o i n ’ a  r ig h t  s m a r t  o f  b u s in e s s  s in c e  
y o u  r a n  t h a t  n ic e  a d  in  y o u r  p a p e r .  I f  
it  k e e p s  u p , P a  say s w e  k in  h ’ist th e  
m o r t g a g e .”

" M r s .  A lle y ,”  I s a id , m e d ita t iv e ly  
e y e in g  th e  b ig  g la ss  j a r ,  o v e rf lo w in g  
w ith  a u t h e n t i c  tw o -b its e s , “ t h a t  w a s  
n o  a d . I c a m e  o u t  to  see  L i t t l e  A lle y .  
Is h e  h e r e ? ”

“ Y e s  s ire e  s ir , h e ’s u p  in  th e  lo f t ,  
m in d in ’ th a t  n o  o n e  w a lk s  off w ith  
h is  lo o m . I t ’s b e c o m e  a  m i te  v a l u ’b le , 
y o u  m ig h t  sa y . J u s t  d r o p  y e r  tw o -b its  
in  th e  j a r ,  a n ’ g o  r ig h t  u p .”

I  f lin c h e d  a t  s u c h  b r a z e n  in g r a t i t u d e  
a n d  w a lk e d  u p  th e  s ta ir s , th in k in g  
w h a t  a  l i t t le  s c a lp e r  h e ’d  tu r n e d  o u t  
t o  b e . T h i s  w as a n  a n g le  e v e n  I 
h a d n ’t  f ig u re d  o n .

UP  in  th e  b a r n - lo f t  w e r e  s o m e  p e o 
p le  c u r io u s ly  e y in g  th e  lo o m  in  

r e v e r e n t  s ile n c e . L i t t l e  A lle y  w as  s i t 
t i n g  o n  a  b a le  o f  h a y  w ith  a r m s  
c ro ss e d , d is d a in f u l ly  w a t c h in g  th e m .

W h e n  I w e n t  o v e r  to  h im , h e  g r e e te d  
m e  t r iu m p h a n t ly .  “ H u p ’s s u r e  r a i s i n ’ 
O ld  N e d , a in t  h e ? ”  h e  s a id  w i th  a  
g r in .

“ S u re  is ,” I a n s w e r e d . “ S e e n  h im  
la te ly ? ”

“ H e  d o n ’t tu r n  u p  w i th  th e se  fo lk  
a r o u n d ,” h e  r e p lie d , “ b u t  I se e d  h im  
y e s tid d y , a t  s u n d o w n .”

“ I n d e e d ! A n d  w h a t  d id  h e  h a v e  to  
sa y  f o r  h im s e lf ? ” I  w a n te d  to  k n o w .

“ H e  sez h e  a in t  h a d  m o r e  f u n  s in c e  
h e  c a m e  o v e r  o n  th e  Mayflower."

M y  G o d , I t h o u g h t ;  th e  D u p p y  
c a m e  o v e r  o n  it  to o !

“ H e  sez th e  m a c h in e -a g e  is s u r e  
ju s t  r ig h t ,  g o t  th e  o l ’ t im e s  b e a t  a l l  
h o l le r .  H e  sez h e ’s a -g o n n a  g i t  y o u ,  
a n d  y o u r  n e w s p a p e r  to o , fe r  m a k i n ’ 
im p e r l i t e  r e e -m a r k s  a b o u t  h i m .”

I s h u d d e r e d  to  th in k  o f  w h a t  a  
D u p p y  c o u ld  d o  to  a  l in o ty p e  o r  a  
p r in tin g -p r e s s .

“ L i t t l e  A lle y ,” I  sa id  s o le m n ly , “ y o u  
a n d  1 w ill h a v e  to  th in k  o f  s o m e  w a y  
to  t r a p  th is  D u p p y . F u n ’s fu n , b u t  
l ie ’s g o in g  to o  f a r .”

“ A in t  b o th e r e d  us n o n e ,” th e  la d  
s a id  s u c c in c t ly .

“ B u t  h o w  a b o u t  th e  n e ig h b o r s ? ”  1 
p r o t e s t e d .  “ A n d  m a y b e  h e ’ll p ic k  o n  
y o u  n e x t .”

“ N o p e .  S a id  h e  w o u ld n ’t . ”
I  saw  I w a s n ’t  g o in g  to  g e t  v e r y  f a r  

w ith  L i t t l e  A lle y  a n d  h is  c a p i t a l i s t i c  
c a r e e r ,  b u t  I  f in a lly  m a d e  h im  a d m it  
th e r e  w as  o n e  w a y  to  g e t  r id  o f  th e  
D u p p y  a n d  th a t  w as to  d e s tr o y  th e  
lo o m  c o m p le te ly .  I n  a  w e a k  m o m e n t  
th e  w r e tc h e d  c r e a t u r e  h a d  r e v e a le d  
th is  to  th e  la d , a n d  u n d e r  p r e s s u re  h e  
p a s s e d  it  o n  to  m e . B u t  n o  a m o u n t  
o f  a r g u m e n t  w o u ld  g e t  L i t t l e  A lle y  to  
a s s e n t to  a n y  s u c h  d r a s t i c  p r o c e d u r e .

“ N o b o d y  a in t  g o n n a  b u s t h e r  u p — 
le a s tw a y s , n o t  n o w ,” h e  sa id  w i th  
f in a l ity —a n d  w h o  c o u l d  b la m e  h im ?

W h i l e  th e  w h o le  s i tu a t io n  w a s  f a n 
ta s t i c ,  it  h a d  a  c e r t a i n  w e ird  p la u s i  
b ili ty ,  a n d  as  w e ta lk e d  I k e p t  g e t t in g  
m o r e  e n t a n g l e d  in  m y  o w n  w e b .  
T h e r e  w as n o th i n g  m o r e  f o r  m e  to  
a c c o m p lis h  a t  th e  A lle y s ’ , so  I  le f t .  
F o r  o n e  a w f u l  m o m e n t  I  t h o u g h t  m y  
t u r n  h a d  c o m e . A s  1 s te p p e d  o n  th e  
s t a r t e r  o f  th e  ja l o p y ,  n o th i n g  h a p 
p e n e d . A f t e r  a lo t  o f  h o t  a n d  c o ld  
r u n n in g  s w e a t I f o u n d  a  b a t te r y  c o n 
n e c t i o n  ja r r e d  lo o s e . I f in a lly  g o t  
g o in g  a n d  h i g h t a i le d  i t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  
A lle y s ’ as  f a s t  as  I h a d  c o tn e . . . .

G e t t in g  o u t  o f  th e  c a r  n e a r  th e  office, 
I  c o u ld  h e a r  l i n e 's  v o ic e  b o o m in g  u p  
a n d  d o w n  th e  s tr e e t  l ik e  w ild  w av es  
o n  a  w in tr y  s h o r e . I s te e le d  m y s e lf  f o r  
th e  c o m in g  o r d e a l ;  th is  w o u ld  b e  
w h e r e  th e  m a n  in  m e  g o t  r o u g h ly  
s h a k e n  lo o s e  f r o m  th e  b o y .

U n c  w a s  p o u n d in g  o n  h is  d e sk , a n d  
w h e n  h e  sa w  m e  h is  c le n c h e d  fist 
f ro z e  h a lfw a y  d o w n . P a t ie n c e  tu r n e d  
w h ite  a n d  s id le d  o u t  in  a h u r r y .  H e  
ju s t  sa t th e r e  a n d  s ta r e d , h is  m o u t h  
s lo w ly  f a l l in g  o p e n  a n d  h is  fa c e  a s s u m 
in g  a  s u n s e t  t in g e . T h e n  h e  g a v e  a  
m ig h ty  h e a v e , s h o o k  h im s e lf  a ll  o v e r  
a n d  th re w  u p  h is  h a n d s  in  d e s p a ir .

“ W h a t ’s th e  u s e , w h a t ’s th e  u s e ! I 
a lw a y s  k n e w  y o u ’d  d o  it  s o m e  d a y  a n d  
I w as  r i g h t —y o u ’v e  g o n e  a n d  d o n e  it .  
Y o u ’v e  r u in e d  m e !”

I  m a d e  a  p l a c a t i n g  g e s tu r e .  “ U n c ,”  
I  p r o c la i m e d , “ e v e n  th e  d a r k e s t  h o u r  
m u s t  h a v e  its  d a w n . Y o u  a r e  lo o k in g  
a t  th e  firs t f a in t  r a y  o f  th a t  ro s y  t i n t  
r i g h t  n o w . T h i s  is n o  t im e  f o r  r e 
c r i m in a t io n s  o r  r e g r e t s ;  th e  tim e  h a s  
c o m e  f o r  a c t i o n .”

“ A c t i o n ,”  h e  g r o a n e d ,  “ is ju s t  w h a t  
I d o n ’t w a n t—o n ly  a l i t t le  p e a c e  a n d  
q u ie t  in  m y  o ld  a g e .”

“ Y o u  m is u n d e r s ta n d ,”  I s a id . “ B y  
a c t io n ,  I m e a n  s u b tle  m a n ip u la t io n  
b e h in d  th e  s ce n e s , a n d  s o m e  fa st a n d  
f a n c y  f o o tw o r k , tu r n i n g  im m i n e n t  
d is a s te r  in to  t r i u m p h a n t  v ic to r y  In  
s h o r t ,  1 h a v e  a n  id e a . It m ig h t  co s t  
y o u  s o m e  m o n e y , b u t I g u a r a n te e  i t ’ll 
b e  w o r th  i t . ”

U n c  a l lo w e d  as  h o w  h e ’d  h ad  
e n o u g h  o f  m y  g u a r a n te e s  to  la s t h im  
a l i f e t im e , b u t  th in g s  c o u l d n ’ t b e  a n y  
w o rs e  th a n  th e y  w e r e . H e  m ig h t  as 
w e ll lo se  a l l  as  a lm o s t  a l l ;  s in c e  I 
g o t  h im  in to  th e  ja m  I c o u ld  jo l ly  w ell  
g e t  h im  o u t .  T h e n  h e  k n o c k e d  th e  
p r o p s  f r o m  u n d e r  m e  b y  s a y in g :

“ B e f o r e  y o u  d o  a n y th i n g  e lse , I in 
s ist y o u  g e t  a n  in te r v ie w  s o m e h o w ,  
s o m e w h e r e , w i th  th is —th is  H u p p y  o r  
D u p p y  o r  w h a te v e r  i t ’s c a l le d .”

I L O O K E D  a t  m y  u n c le  s h a r p ly . I 
h a d n ’t n o t ic e d  a n y  p a p e r  d o lls  o n  

th e  d e s k , b u t  u n d o u b t e d ly  th e  p o o r  
m a n  w a s  g o in g  th r o u g h  a  v e r y  tr y in g  
t im e  in d e e d .

“ U n c ,”  I s a id  as  s te a d i ly  a s  I c o u ld .  
“ T h e r e  is n o  S a n ta  C la u s —a n d  th e re  
is n o  D u p p y .”

“ Y e s , 1 k n o w ,” lie  a n s w e r e d  te s ti ly .  
T h e n  h is  m a n n e r  c h a n g e d . “ I  m e a n  
I  don’t k n o w . T h e r e ’s n o  o t h e r  w ay  
to  a c c o u n t  f o r  a ll  th e  s c re w y  th in g s  
th a t  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p e n in g .  C o in c i 
d e n c e  is o u t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n .  I  d o n ’t 
k n o w  w h a t  to  th in k  a n y  m o r e . A 
l i t t l e  w h ile  a g o  w e g o t  a  c a l l  th a t  s o m e 
o n e  h a d  se e n  a  l i t t le  m a n  in  a f u n n y 
lo o k in g  h a t ,  s k a t in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  
te l e p h o n e  w ire s . A n y b o d y  c a n  see  a  
th in g  lik e  t h a t ;  b u t b y  J u p i t e r ,  if  th e  
te le p h o n e  c o m p a n y  h a s n ’t  ju s t  fin
is h e d  te l l in g  m e  a ll th e i r  c a lls  w e re  
b e i n g  ju m b le d  so  b a d ly  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  
w a s  l i s te n in g  in  o n  e v e r y b o d y  e lse ! 
J u s t  ta lk  y o u r  w a y  a r o u n d  that o n e  if 
y o u  c a n ! ”

I to ld  U n c  th e r e  w e r e  a lo t  o f  th in g s  
a b o u t  th e  a f fa ir  th a t  g a v e  m e  p a u s e  lo r  
th o u g h t ;  t h a t  f r a n k ly  1 w as as  b e 
w i ld e r e d  as  h e . I s a id  L i t t l e  A lle y  
m a d e  u p  th is  D u p p y  c h a r a c t e r  b e c a u s e  
h e  w as lo n e ly , f t  w a s  o n ly  n a t u r a l  
f o r  a  k id  to  d o  t h a t ,  in  h is  s i tu a t io n .  
I w r o te  it  u p  as  a  s t r a ig h t  g a g , th in k 
in g  i t  w o u ld  b e  g o o d  f o r  a  c h u c k le  o r  
tw o .

U n c  a s s e r te d  t h a t  a n  e a r th q u a k e  
a n d  a  se rie s  o f  b lo c k b u s te r s  w e r e n ’ t 
e x a c t l y  h is  id e a  o f  a  c o u p le  o f  
c h u c k le s .

I c o u n te r e d  th a t  p e o p le  w e r e  a n  u n 
p r e d i c t a b le  lo t . W h o ’d  h a v e  th o u g h t  
th a t  th e  c o u n tr y s id e  in  g e n e r a l  w o u ld  
t u r n  o n  th e  p a p e r  a n d  b la m e  it fo r  
w h a t  w a s  g o in g  o n ?

H e  f e in t e d  w i th  th e  c o m m e n t  t h a t  a t  
t h a t  th e y  s e e m e d  to  b e  s m a r te r  th a n  a 
c e r t a i n  p a r t y  h e  w a s  lo a t h  to  a d m it  
h e  w a s  r e l a t e d  to .
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I hoped to get by without paying tribute, but to Pa Alley I was just another sucker.
F i n a l l y ,  as  R o u n d  F i v e  w a s  c o m in g  

u p  a n d  w e  w e r e  g e t t in g  n o w h e r e  s p a r 
r i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h ,  I  p e r s u a d e d  h im  
to  le t  m e  g o  a h e a d  w ith  a  p la n  1 h a d .  
U n c  w a s  h a l f  l ic k e d  b e f o r e  I s ta r te d  
w o r k in g  o n  h im , o r  h e  n e v e r  w o u ld  
h a v e  g iv e n  in  so  e a s ily . I  th in k  a t  
t h a t  m o m e n t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  s o ld  th e  
p a p e r —lo c k , s to c k  a n d  b a r r e l —to  L i t t l e  
A lle y , i f  h e ’d  t u r n e d  u p  w i th  o n e  o f  
h is  j a r s  fu ll  o f  tw o -b its e s .

I t  a lw a y s  ta k e s  t h r e e  t im e s  th e  
a m o u n t  o f  w o rk  t o  u n d o  a  b a c k f ir in g  
b i t  o f  fo o lis h n e s s  th a n  e v e r  w e n t  in to  
i t  in  th e  first p la c e .  W h e n  I s h o t m y  
a r r o w  in to  th e  a i r ,  w h e r e  i t  la n d e d  I  
d i d n ’ t  c a r e ,  as  lo n g  as  I  w a s  r id  o f  it .  
F lo w  w a s  I  to  k n o w  th e  d a m n ’ th in g  
w o u ld  tu r n  in to  a  h o m i n g  p ig e o n  in  
m id -f lig h t a n d  r e t u r n  to  r o o s t  o n  m y  
s h o u ld e r?

I n  s o m e  u n c a n n y  f a s h io n , th e  in 
t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  D u p p y  in to  o t h e r 
w ise  o r d e r ly  liv e s  s t r u c k  a  w e l ls p r in g  
th a t  u s u a lly  r u n s  q u ie t ly  u n d e r 
g r o u n d , a n d  tu r n e d  i t  in to -  a  g u s h e r .  
T e m p o r a r i l y ,  a t  le a s t ,  th is  n o t-w o r k  
s p ir i t ,  th is  c o n c o c t i o n ,  c o m p o u n d e d  
o f  w h a t  I  b e l ie v e d  t o  b e  a  se v e n -y e a r -  
o l d ’s u n in h ib i te d  i m a g in a t io n  a n d  
s o m e  h o c u s -p o c u s  o n  m y  p a r t ,  h a d

b e c o m e  as  r e a l  a s  th e  s u n ris e , a n  o ld  
h o u n d  d o g , a  m a d e -o v e r  d re ss , o r  a  
S u n d a y  s e r m o n .

T h e  first th in g  I  d id  w a s  to  g a t h e r  
a ll  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  I c o u l d — th e  w h o , 
w h e n , w h e r e  a n d  w h a t  s tu ff . A s  th e  
s c o r e  o f  v ic t im s  r o l le d  u p , I  w as in 
v a d e d  b y  a  v e r y  s t r a n g e  f e e lin g  in d e e d ,  
a n d  p r iv a te ly  a g r e e d  w i th  m y  u n c le  
t h a t  i t  w a s  to o  lo n g  a n d  to o  v a r ie d  to  
b e  a  m e r e  se rie s  o f  c o in c id e n c e s ,  a l 
th o u g h  w i tc h c r a f t  h a s  a lw a y s  s e e m e d  
t h a t  w a y .

T h e  to w n  a n d  c o u n tr y  b ig w ig s  w e r e  
g e n u in e ly  a la r m e d . T h e y  f e a r e d  a  
r e a l  o ld - t im e  w i tc h  h u n t  w o u ld  s o o n  
b e  u n d e r  w a y  if  s o m e th in g  w a s n ’ t 
d o n e  to  b r e a k  th e  s p e ll  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  
a n y th i n g  m ig h t  h a p p e n .

TH E  n e x t  m o v e  w a s  to  p r i n t  a  
b r o a d s id e  a n d  h a v e  i t  a s  w id e ly  d is 

t r i b u t e d  as  p o s s ib le . I t  s ta te d  th a t ,  
w h e r e a s  th e  D u p p y  w a s  s til l  a t  la r g e ,  
th e  r e s o u r c e f u ln e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le  
w o u ld  s u r e ly  b e  a b le  to  c u r b  th e  
m e n a c e .  T o  th is  e n d  th e  p a p e r  o f 
f e r e d  its  c o lu m n s  to  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  
s u g g e s t io n  o n  h o w  b e s t  to  g e t  r i d  o f  
th e  p e s t . I n  a d d i t i o n ;  s u b s t a n t i a l  c a s h  
p riz e s  w o u ld  b e  g iv e n  t o  th o s e  w h o ,

109

in  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  p r o m i
n e n t  c itiz e n s , c a m e 't h e  n e a r e s t  t o  s o lv 
in g  th e  p r o b le m . O f  c o u r s e , le t te rs  
f r o m  s u b s c r ib e r s  o n ly  w o u ld  b e  a c 
c e p te d  in  th e  c o n te s t .  N o  o n e  e lse  
w o u ld  b e  e l ig ib le  f o r  a  p r iz e . B u t  as  
th e  p a p e r  r e a liz e d  th e  u r g e n c y  o f  th e i r  
q u e s t ,  i t  w as  w i l l in g  to  p la c e  a n y o n e  
o n  th e  n e w -s u b s c r ib e r  lis t  b y  te le 
p h o n e .  I f  th e i r  p a y m e n ts  w e r e  in  f o r  
a  y e a r ’s s u b s c r ip t  io n  b e f o r e  th e  a n 
n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  th e  p r iz e  a w a r d s , th e y  
w o u ld  b e  f u lly  e l ig ib le .

O f  c o u r s e , th is  is th e  w o r ld ’s o ld e s t  
c o m e -o n , a n d  I  d o u b t  if  w e  w o u ld  
h a v e  ru ffled  a  f e a th e r  in  o r d i n a r y  
t im e s . A s  i t  w a s , h o w e v e r ,  w e  a lm o s t  
d o u b le d  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  in  a  few  d a y s .

E v e n ts  m o v e d  f a r  to o  fa s t  f o r  t h a t  
f o r t h r i g h t  s o lid  c i t iz e n , m y  u n c le .  H e  
w a s  a m o n g  th e  a l i e n  c o r n  a n d  d i d n ’t 
r e c o g n iz e  a  j u ic y  b u m p e r  c r o p  w h e n  
h e  sa w  i t .  O n ly  w h e n  th e  r e tu r n s  
w e r e  in  d id  h e  f in a lly  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s n ’t 
ju s t  a n o t h e r  d iv is io n  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  
b e w itc h m e n t .  I  r e q u e s te d  a  p a r t  in 
te r e s t  in  th e  p a p e r  in  lie u  o f  a  r a is e ,  
a n d  h e  w a s  so  b e f u d d le d  h e  d o c i le ly  
s ig n e d  th e  a g r e e m e n t  w i th  a  f lo u ris h .

I  saw  t o  i t  t h a t  o u r  r e g u l a r  issu e  c a r 
r ie d  h e a d l in e  s t r e a m e r s  a b o u t  th e  c o n 



te s t a n d  r e p e a te d  th e  in f o r m a t io n  
w h ic h  th e  b r o a d c a s t  c o n t a in e d .

A s w e  s ta r te d  in  o n  th e  s p e c ia l  
D u p p y  e d i t io n ,  I b e g a n  to  fee l as  
th o u g h  I 'd  b e  a  s m a r t  a p p le  in  a n y  
b a r r e l ,  a n d  th a t  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th is  
w a s  lo n g  o v e r d u e .

T h e n  th in g s  b e g a n  to  h a p p e n .  
C o p y  n o  s o o n e r  s ta r te d  a r r iv in g  a t  th e  
l in o ty p e  th a n  th a t  u p -to -n o w  f a ith f u l  
m a c h in e  tu r n e d  o n  a  t a n t r u m  w h ic h  
h a d  th e  p la c e  in  a n  u p r o a r .  N o  m a t 
te r  w h a t  L o u i s  d id , it  in s is te d  o n  
th r o w in g  o u t  its  m a tr i c e s .  T h e y  flew  
a ll  o v e r  th e  p la c e  w i th  c o n s id e r a b le  
v io le n c e .

T h e  e n t i r e  s ta ff  s p e n t  a  w h o le  d a y  
o n  h a n d s  a n d  k n e e s  r e t r i e v in g  th e m .  
In  th e  e n d  w e h a d  t o  s e n d  th e  c o p y  a  
c o n s id e r a b le  d is ta n c e  to  b e  se t u p .

T h e  p re ss , w h e n  its  t u r n  c a m e , w as  
ju st as  b a d . C o g s  s t a r t e d  j u m p i n g  o u t  
a ll o f  a  s u d d e n  a n d  th e  th in g  g o t  
h o p e le s s ly  ja m m e d . W i t h  m u c h  f o r e 
b o d in g  w e se n t o u r  fo rm s  a w a y  t o  b e  
p r in te d .  J u s t  w h e re  w a s  a  d a r k  se
c r e t ,  f o r  by th is  l im e  w e w 'ere  a l l  o n  
th e  v e r g e  o f  p a n ic .  E v e n  th e  h a r d -  
b o ile d  eg g s a r o u n d  th e  p la c e  tu r n e d  
so ft a n d  g o o e y . L o u is  th e  L i n o  w e n t  
o n  a  s e v e n -d a y  b in g e  w i th  th e  C o b  
C o u n ty  c o r n ,  a n d  P a t ie n c e  h a d  a n e r v 
o u s  b r e a k d o w n .

F i n a l l y  w e  g o t  th e  e d i t io n  p r in te d ,  
a n d  it  w as a  lu lu . It l i s te d  i n n u m e r 
a b le  w ay s  o f  c a t c h i n g  a D u p p y . T h e r e  
w e re  e v e n  le t te r s  a b o u t  th e  c a r e  a n d  
f e e d in g  o f  s u c h  w h e n  c a u g h t ,  a ls o  
m a n y  c h a r m s  a n d  i n c a n ta t i o n s  w h ic h  
th e  w r i te r s  s w o r e  w o u ld  m a k e  a n y 
th in g  a b s o lu te ly  D u p p y -p r o o f .  T h i s  
issu e is n o w  a c o l l e c t o r ’s i te m .

T h e  ju d g e s  m e t  in  s o le m n  c o n c la v e  
a n d  a f t e r  m u c h  s o u l -s e a r c h in g —a n d  a  
l i t t le  p r o d d in g  f ro m  m e , w h o  w a s  a c t 
in g  in  a n  a d v is o r y  c a p a c i t y —u n a n i 
m o u s ly  a w a r d e d  first p r iz e  f o r  th e  f o l
lo w in g  s a g e  a d v ic e :

G e n ts
T h a r s  o n ly  o n e  fe r - s a r t in  w a y  o f  g e t-  
t in  a  h o l t  o f  th is  h e r e  b e a s t ie  w h o s 
c a u s in  s ic h  m is s c h if .  I  k n o w  c a u s e  
G r a n d p a p p y  h a d  th e  s a m e  t r o u b le  
o n c e t  w ith  a h o u s e  w e  w as a l l  l iv in  in .
I t  g o t  in f e s t id  w ith  e v il  s p e e r u ts  u n t i l  
th e y  w as e v e r y w h a r  l ik e  v a r m in .
H e  s e t  a f ire  to  h e r  th a ts  w h u t  h e  d id .
A n  w h e n  th a r  w e r e n t  n o  m o r e  a n  
s m o ld e r in  a s h e s  to  th e  h o u s e  w e  w as 
n e v e r  to o k  w ith  t r u h le  a g in .
T h i s  h e r e  lo o m s  g o tt a  b e  g o t  a n  b e r n t  
to  a sh e s  e v e ry  l i t t e l  b i t  o f  it . T h a t l l  
d o  h e r  f e r  s a r t in .
S e e  y o u  a t  t h e  b o n f ir e .

Y o u r s
A b n e r  O a k e s

I p o in te d  o u t  to  th e  ju d g e s  t h a t  
w h e th e r  th e  a d v ic e  w as g o o d , b a d  o r  
in d if f e re n t, a  b ig  s p e c ta c u l a r  b u r n in g  
o f  lh e  lo o m  w o u ld  u n d o u b t e d ly  g o  fa r  
to  b r e a k  th e  s p e ll . H o w  m u c h  o f  
w h a t L i t t l e  A lle y  h a d  to ld  m e  a b o u t

D u p p y  d e s t r u c t i o n  in f lu e n c e d  m y  u r g 
in g  is m y  o w n  b u sin e ss .

I w a s  a p p o in te d  a  c o m m it te e  o f  o n e  
to  see  w h a t  I c o u l d  d o  a b o u t  b u y in g  
th e  lo o m . N o t  t h a t  th e y  t r u s te d  m e ,  
b u t  I w a s  th e  o n ly  o n e  e e p rip p e d  to  
h a n d l e  s u c h  a  d e l ic a te  m is s io n . T h e y  
m a d e  m e  p r o m is e  n o  tr ic k s ,  u n d e r  
t h r e a t  o f  a c q u i r i n g  a  n ic e  s u i t  o f  ta r  
a n d  f e a th e r s  a n d  a  f r e e  r id e  o n  a  r a i l .

B u s in e s s  a t  th e  A lle y  f a r m  h a d  
s la c k e d  o ff, b u t  w a s  s t i l l  s a t is f a c to r y .  
M r . A lle y  h a d  c o m e  in  f r o m  th e  field s  
to  sp e ll  M a  A lle y  a t  th e  e v e r -b r im 
m in g  g la ss  j a r .  1 h a d  h o p e d  to  g e t  b y  
th is  lim e  w i th o u t  p a y in g  th e  h a t e f u l  
t r ib u te ,  b u t  to  P a  A lle y  I w a s  ju s t  a n 
o t h e r  s u c k e r —a n d  i n to  th e  j a r  w e n t  
m y  tw o -b its .

Tit t l e  A l l e y  looked  as thou gh he
J __i h a d n ’ t m o v e d  o ff h is  b a l e  o f  h a y
s in c e  I h a d  la s t  s e e n  h im .

H e  g r e e te d  m e  w 'ith : " H i ,  P a s te p o t !  
P a ’s t h in k in ’ o f  b u y in ’ a n o t h e r  f a r m .”

“ H e y ,” I  s a id , “ h o ld  y o u r  h o rs e s !  
W h a t  w ith ?  I t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  g o in g  
to  p a y  th e  m o r t g a g e  o n  th is  o n e  w ith  
th e  m o n e y  y o u ’r e  ta k in g  in  r ig h t  
n o w .”

“ T h a t ’s r i g h t ,” h e  r e p l i e d  c o m p l a 
c e n t ly .  “ H e ’s g o n n a  b u y  th e  o t h e r  
f a r m  w i th  th e  m o n e y  th e y ’r e  g o n n a  
p a y  m e  f o r  th e  lo o m .”

“ N o w  w h a t  m a k e s  y o u  th in k  a n y o n e  
w a n ts  to  b u y  t h a t  w o r m -e a te n  o ld  
lo o m ? ” I s a id  b r a v e ly , t r y in g  to  g e t  
b a c k  o n  a  b a r g a i n i n g  b a s is  a f t e r  h is  
n e r v e - s h a t te r in g  r e m a r k .

“ E a s y !”  h e  s a id . “ T h e y  h a f t a  g i t  
r i d  o f  th e  D u p p y , d o n ’t  th e y ?  T h e y  
h a f ta  g i t  r id  o f  th e  lo o m  fe r  th a t ,  d o n ’ t 
th e y ?  T h e  l o o m ’s m in e ,  a i n t  it?  P a  
g iv e  i t  to  m e . T h e y  h a f t a  b u y  it ,  
d o n ’ t th e y ?  f l ik e  th e  o l ’ lo o m ; s h e ’s 
s till  m a k i n ’ m o n e y , a i n t  sh e ?  T h e  
D u p p y ’s m y  f r ie n d , a i n t  h e ?  S o  I a in t  
s e l l in ’ b u t  fe r  e n o u g h  to  h e lp  P a  b u y  
h is  f a r m . H e ’s g o t  h is  h e a r t  s e t  o n  
th a t .  'T w o u l d n ’t  d o  to  le t  h im  d o w n ,  
w o u ld  it? ”

O n ly  a  s ta te s m a n  c o u ld  d o  a n y th i n g  
w ith  a n  a r g u m e n t  lik e  t h a t ,  a n d  I ’m  
n o  s ta te s m a n . B a r g a i n i n g  w i th  L i t t l e  
A lle y  w a s  lik e  b e t t in g  a g a i n s t  a  s u re  
th in g .

“ O .K . ,”  I s a id  m e e k ly . “ I ’ll m e e t  
y o u r  p r i c e .  B u t  b y  th e  w a y , d id  y o u  
e v e r  k n o w  a n y o n e  by th e  n a m e  o f  
A b n e r  O a k e s ? ”

“ Y u p ,”  s a id  th e  la d  p r o m p t ly .  
“ H e ’s m ’ u n c l e .”

TH E  b u r n i n g  o f  th e  lo o m  w ill g o  
i n t  th e  a n n a ls  o f  o u r  p a r t  o f  th e  

c o u n tr y  as th e  g r e a te s t  e v e n t o f  a ll  
t im e . W h e n  G a b r i e l  b lo w s  h is  h o r n  
th e y ’ll  s til l  b e  so  b u sy  ta lk in g  a b o u t  it  
th a t  th e y  w o n ’t h e a r  h im .

E v e r y t h i n g  w e n t  w r o n g  f r o m  th e  
s ta r t ,  a n d  w h e n  L in e  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  
th in g  to  se t fire  to  i t ,  w i th  a  f la m in g  
t o r c h  s p e c ia l ly  c r e a t e d  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n
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by th e  B o y  S c o u ts , h e  fe ll  f la t o n  h is  
fa c e  h a lf w a y  th e r e .  T h e  t o r c h  w e n t  
o u t  a n d  h a d  to  b e  ig n o m in io u s ly  r e l i t .  
U n c ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e e d e d  n o  r e l ig h t in g ,  
o n ly  a  l i t t le  a s s is ta n c e  g e t t in g  to  his  
f e e t .

F i n a l l y ,  th e  lo o m , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
p e r io d ic a l l y  d r e n c h e d  w i th  k e ro s e n e ,  
b la z e d  b e a u t i f u l ly  a g a in s t  th e  s ta r l i t  
n i g h t ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  c ry  w e n t  u p  f r o m  a 
m u l t i t u d e  o f  th r o a ts  w h o s e  o w n e r s  
h a d  g a t h e r e d  to  w itn e s s  th is  s u p r e m e  
m o m e n t .

A s a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  th e  lo o m  b la z e d  
s o  s u c c e s s f u lly  t h a t  a  few' m in u te s  la t e r  
th e  fire  a la r m  s o u n d e d . B y  th e  c o u n t ,  
I  th in k  t h i r te e n  h o u se s  h a d  to  h a v e  
t h e i r  ro o f s  h o s e d  d o w n  th a t  n i g h t ,  b e 
c a u s e  o f  th e  v e n g e f u l  s p a r k s  f r o m  o u r  
e p i c  b o n fire .

W h e n  i t  w a s  a l l  o v e r  a n d  th e r e  w as  
n o th i n g  le f t o f  th e  lo o m  b u t  s m o ld e r 
in g  e m b e r s , I b r e a th e d  a g r e a t  s ig h  o f  
r e l ie f —a lo n g  w i th  th e  g a t h e r e d  c ro w d .  
I to o k  P a t ie n c e  p la y f u lly  b y  th e  h a n d  
a n d  s a u n te r e d  j a u n t i l y  u p  to  th e  g lo w 
in g  r e m a in s .  A s  w e  g o t  w i th in  th e  
c h a r m e d  c i r c l e  a n d  w e r e  w a t c h in g  th e  
s w ir l o f  s m o k e  c u r l  u p w a r d  w ith  fa sc i
n a te d  ey e s , s o m e th i n g  g e n tly  s p ir a le d  
d o w n  in  f r o n t  o f  m e . I p ic k e d  it  u p  
o u t  o f  c u r io s i t y —a n d  b y  th e  d y in g  
f ir e l ig h t  I r e c o g n iz e d  a w 'ild -tu rk e y  
f e a th e r .  I c ro s s e d  m y s e lf  q u ic k ly , b u t  
w h e n  I g o t  b a c k  to  th e  c a r ,  a l l  f o u r  
t i re s  w e r e  flat.

I t  w as  s o m e tim e  a f t e r  th e s e  e a r th -  
s h a k in g  e v e n ts  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  w h e n  
c a lm  a n d  s e r e n i ty  w e r e  o n c e  m o r e  r e 
s to r e d  to  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  c o u n tr y s id e ,  
th a t  I  f e l t  a n  u r g e  to  p a y  a  v is it  to  
L i t t l e  A lle y .

W i t h  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  e f fo r t I 
f o u n d  h im  o n  th e  n e w  f a r m ,—w h ic h  
w a s  a p r e t t y  f a n c y  p ie c e  o f  b o t to m 
la n d ,— fish in g  in  th e  l i t t le  b r o o k  th a t  
f lo w e d  t h r o u g h  it.

H e  g r e e te d  m e  v e ry  c o r d ia l ly ,  w h ic h  
w a s  th e  le a s t  h e  c o u ld  d o , a n d  w e  
t a lk e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  a b o u t  o ld  tim e s .  
T h e n  h e  la id  h is  f ish p o le  d o w n  a n d  
lo o k e d  a t  m e  s o le m n ly  w ith  th o s e  w o n 
d e r f u l  w id e  b lu e  ey es o f  Iris.

“ Y o u  k n o w , P a s t e p o t ,”  h e  s a id , “ i t ’s 
k in d  o f  lo n e ly  a r o u n d  h e r e  s in c e  
th e  D u p p y ” —h e  h e s i t a te d ,—“ s in c e  th e  
D u p p y  d e e - p a r te d .”

“ K e e p  a s tiff  u p p e r  l ip ,  y o u n g  fe l
lo w ,” 1 a d j u r e d  h im . “ W e  a ll  h a v e  to  
lo se  o ld  f r ie n d s  s o m e t im e .”

“ I k n o w ,” h e  s a id , “ b u t I k in d  o f  
h a v e  m y  e y e  o n  a n  o ld  s p in n i n ’-w h e e l  
I f o u n d  in  th e  a t t i c  h e r e .  W o n d e r  
w h a t ’d  c o m e  o u t  o f  i t ? ”

“ L i t t l e  A l l e y ,” I c r i e d  in  h o r r o r ,  
“ h a v e n ’ t y o u  a n y  c o n s c ie n c e  a t a l l ? ”

" N o t  n o  m o r e 'n  w h a t  I h a f ta ,  to  g it 
a l o n g .” h e  r e p l ie d .

T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  q u iz z ic a lly .
“ P a s t e p o t ,”  h e  s a id , h e a v in g  a  d e e p  

s ig h , “ y o u ’ll  m a k e  a  r e a l  s m a r t  fe l le r  
o n e  o f  th e s e  d a y s —iff’n  y o u  e v e r  g i t  
o v e r  b e i n ’ so  d u m b !”
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th e  c h a r ts  as  H a t a f u t a  I s la n d ,  
b u t  th e  firs t th in g  w e  d id  a f t e r  
c le a n i n g  o u t  th e  J a p s  w a s  c h a n g e  

its  n a m e  to  H o t f o o t  I s la n d , a n d  th e  
n e w  n a m e  s u r e  f i tte d . T h e  p l a c e  w as  
n o th i n g  b u t  a  b ig  c h u n k  o f  s a n d  a n d  
c o r a l  a n d  m a n g y  p a lm s , r o a s te d  b y  a  
b lo w to r c h  s u n . W h e n  w e  w a lk e d  
a c ro s s  th e  b e a c h ,  w e  p ic k e d  u p  o u r  
f e e t , l ik e  a  c a t  o n  h o t  b r ic k s .

B u t  th e  N ip s , th e y  lo v e d  t h a t  b ra s sy  
s u n . A lm o s t  e v e r y  d a y  th e i r  p la n e s  
c a m e  r o a r i n g  d o w n  o u t  o f  th e  b l in d in g  
h e a r t  o f  i t ,  t r y in g  t o  k n o c k  o u t  o u r  
a ir f ie ld . T h e  J a p s  w e r e  s o r e  a b o u t  
t h a t  a i r f ie ld ;  y o u  se e , th e y ’d  b u i l t  i t  
th e m s e lv e s , ju s t  b e f o r e  w e  to o k  o v e r .

O u r  a n t i a i r c r a f t  b a t te r ie s  w e r e  
s t r u n g  a l l  a r o u n d  th e  fie ld , a n d  n a t u 
r a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  g r e a t  r i v a l r y  b e tw e e n  
th e  g u n -c r e w s  to  see  w h o  c o u l d  r in g  
u p  th e  b e s t  s c o r e .  W e  h a d  a  s c o re -  
b o a r d  o v e r  b y  th e  h a n g a r s ,  a n d  u s  
A -A  fe llo w s  w e r e  ju s t  a s  p r o u d  o f  o u r  
m a rk s  as  th e  b o y s  w h o  f o u g h t  u p s ta ir s  
a n d  k e p t  c o u n t  b y  p a i n t i n g  l i t t l e  J a p  
flags o n  th e  fu s e la g e .

W e l l ,  a n y  t im e  y o u  lo o k e d  a t  t h a t  
s c o r e b o a r d ,  C r e w  F i v e  w a s  h e a d in g  
th e  lis t . T h a t  w a s  m y  o u tf i t .  W e  
w e r e  m ig h ty  p r o u d  o f  b e in g  to p  g u n ,  
a n d  m o r e  th a n  a  l i t t l e  c o c k y  to o ,  I
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g u e ss . W e ’d  h a d  a  g o o d  le a d ,  a n d  
w e r e  h o ld i n g  o n t o  i t —a n d  w e  h a d  
S e r g e a n t  L a r r y  M a d i g a n .  L a r r y  w a s  
n a t u r a l - b o r n  t o  h a n d l e  a n  A -A  g u n .

C r e w  S e v e n  w a s  th e  o n ly  o t h e r  o u t 
fit w e  r e a l ly  h a d  t o  w a t c h  o u t  f o r .  
T h e y  h a d  b ig  S e r g e a n t  S w e n s o n . T h a t  
b l o n d  M in n e s o ta  S w e d e  w a s  a  g o o d  
g u n n e r  to o ,  b u t  n o t  in  L a r r y  M a d i-  
g a n ’s c la s s . S w e n s o n  lik e d  to  p ic k  o ff  
h is  Z e ro s  a w a y  u p  h ig h , l ik e  d u c k s  o n  
th e  w in g , b u t  L a r r y  lik e d  th e m  b e s t  
c o m in g  in  f a s t  a n d  lo w .

“ I  g u e ss  I ’v e  g o t  a  g o o d  e y e  f o r  th e  
in f ig h t in g ,”  L a r r y  w o u ld  sa y . Y o u  
see , L a r r y  M a d i g a n  w as  a  p r iz e f ig h te r .  
M a y b e  y o u ’v e  s e e n  h i m  in  th e  r in g ,  
o r  r e m e m b e r  h is  n a m e  f r o m  th e  s p o r t  
p a g e s —“ K a y o ”  M a d i g a n .  H e  h a d  ju s t  
s ta r te d  to  m o w  h is  w a y  t h r o u g h  th e  
l ig h t -h e a v ie s  w h e n  U n c l e  S a m ’s b u g le s  
b e g a n  t o  b lo w .

L a r r y  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  s m a r t  f ig h te rs , 
f a s t  a n d  c o o l  a n d  c le v e r .  H e  w a s  a  
n ic e - lo o k in g  k id , a n d  y o u ’d  n e v e r ’v e  
s p o t te d  h i m  f o r  a  f ig h te r  ju s t  b y  lo o k 
in g  a t  h i m , n o r  b y  th e  w a y  h e  ta lk e d ,  
e i t h e r .  I n  s p ite  o f  a l l  th e  b o u ts  h e ’d  
b e e n  in ,  th e  o n ly  r i n g  m a r k  h e  h a d  
w a s  a  s l ig h t  d r o o p  u n d e r  h is  le f t  e y e 
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b r o w , w h e r e  h e ’d  b e e n  b u t t e d  o n e  
t im e .

B u t  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  L a r r y  d i d n ’t 
t a l k  a b o u t  h is  r i n g  c a r e e r ,  a n d  if  a n )  
o f  u s  f o r g o t  a n d  c a l le d  h im  “ K a y o ”  he  
g o t  r e a l  s o r e . “ T h e  n a m e ’s L a r r y , ” 
h e ’d  s n a p . " A n y  g u y  d o e s n ’ t  l ik e  it. 
c a n  s t ic k  to  S e r g e a n t .”

W e l l ,  a s  I  s a id , C r e w  F i v e  h a d  b e e r  
d o in g  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  i t s e l f  o n  th e  s c o r e 
b o a r d ,  u n t i l  L a r r y  M a d i g a n  w e n t  a n d  
g o t  h im s e lf  a  m e d a l .  Y o u ’d  th in k  h e ’d 
h a v e  b e e n  p r o u d  t o  s ta n d  u p  th e re  
f r o n t -a n d - c e n te r  w h ile  th e  C .O .  re a d  
th e  c i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e n  p i n n e d  a  sh in y  
n e w  d e c o r a t i o n  o n  h is  c h e s t .  B u t  n o t  
L a r r y ;  h e ’d  s to o d  t h e r e  as  i f  h e  w as  
f a c i n g  a  f ir in g -s q u a d .

A n d  t h a t  w a s  th e  d a y , th e  h o u r ,  a n d  
th e  m i n u t e  L a r r y  s t a r t e d  g o in g  o ff  th e  
b e a m . O n ly  a t  firs t n o n e  o f  u s  c o n 
n e c te d  i t  w i th  th e  m e d a l ;  w e  th o u g h t  
i t  w a s  s o m e th i n g  e n t i r e ly  d if f e re n t .  
W e ’d  s e e n  L a r r y  m o o n i n g  a r o u n d ,  
s ta r in g  a t  a  g i r l ’s p i c t u r e ,  th e n  i t  a 
p o c k e t  c a l e n d a r ,  a n d  th e n  b a c k  a t  th e  
p i c t u r e .

" H e ’s w o r r y in g  a b o u t  M y r a ,”  w e ’d  
t o ld  e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o d d in g  w ise ly .

M y r a  is L a r r y ’s w ife , a n d  a  v e ry  
p r e t t y  l i t t l e  c h ic k  s h e  is to o . W e ’d  
n e v e r  m e t  h e r ,  e x c e p t  o n  a  p h o t o 
g r a p h ,  b u t  w e  a lw a y s  c a l le d  h e r  M y r a .



T h a t ’s th e  w a y  i t  is w i th  a  g u n -c r e w — 
p ic tu r e s  g e t  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  a n d  le t te r s  
g e t r e a d  o u t  a n d  ta lk e d  o v e r  u n t i l  i t ’s 
as if w e  w e r e  a ll  in  th e  s a m e  f a m ily .

SO  w e  g u y s  ta lk e d  i t  o v e r ,  a n d  I w a s  
e le c te d  to  ta lk  to  L a r r y  a n d  tr y  to  

m a k e  h im  s n a p  o u t  o f  it .
“ L o o k ,  L a r r y ,”  I s a id  to  h im ,  

" M y r a 's  g o in g  to  b e  a l l  r ig h t  B a b ie s  
g e t  b o r n  e v e r y  d a y , th o u s a n d s  o f  ’e m . 
Y o u ’v e  n o th i n g  to  w o r r y  a b o u t ,  so  p u ll  
y o u r s e lf  to g e th e r ,  k id . Y o u  k n o w  
y o u ’r e  n o t  as  s h a r p  as  y o u  w e r e , a n d  
i t ’s s h o w in g  u p  in  o u r  s c o r e .”

L a r r y  g a v e  m e  a  b i t t e r  lo o k . " Y o u  
d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  a  s p o t  I ’m  in ,” h e  
s a id . “ I g u e ss  M y r a ’ll b e  a l l  r i g h t — 
i f  i t  w a s n ’t  f o r  th is  d o g g o n e  m e d a l .” 
H e  h e ld  it  u p  b e tw e e n  tw o  f in g e rs  lik e  
i t  w as a  liv e  r a t t l e r .  “ D o  y o u  th in k  
th e y ’ll g iv e  m e  a  w r i te -u p  in  th e  p a 
p e rs  b a c k  h o m e ? ”

“ T h e y  s u r e  w i l l ,”  I  s a id  h e a r t i ly .  
" Y o u ’v e  g o t  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t , L a r r y .  
T h e y  d o n ’ t g iv e  th a t  o n e  o u t  e v e r y  
d a y .”

I t  w as  th e  w o rs t  th in g  I c o u l d ’ve  
s a id , f o r  L a r r y  g r o a n e d ,  a n d  I c o u ld  
see h is  s p ir its  g o in g  d o w n  lik e  a  Z e ro  
w ith  its  ta i l  c h e w e d  off. “ L o o k ,  if  
M y r a  sees a l l  t h a t  s tu ff  in  th e  p a p e rs ,  
I 'm  s u n k !” h e  s a id . “ A n d  it  h a d  to  
h a p p e n  ju s t  w h e n  i t ’s t im e  f o r  th e  
b a b y !”

" A r e  y o u  tr y in g  to  te l l  m e  M y r a ’ll 
b e  s o re  b e c a u s e  y o u  w o n  a  m e d a l? ”  
I  d e m a n d e d . " O f  a ll  th e  s c re w y —”  

" O h ,  s h u t u p ! ”  L a r r y  s n a p p e d . " I t  
isn ’ t th e  m e d a l ,  i t ’s th e  d a m n ’ p u b 
l i c i ty  t h a t  g o e s  w i th  i t —a ll  t h a t  stu ff  
a b o u t  m y  f ig h ts . M y r a  d o e s n ’ t k n o w  I 
w as e v e r  in  th e  r in g . I  n e v e r  to ld  
h e r .”

“ S o  w h a t? ” I s a id . “ I t ’s a n  h o n e s t  
w a y  to  m a k e  a  l iv in g , is n ’t  i t?  Y o u  
ta lk  as  if  it  w as a d i s g r a c e .”

T h e n  L a r r y  to ld  m e  a b o u t  h o w  h e  
m e t M y r a . H e ’d  b e e n  w a n d e r in g  
a r o u n d  to w n  o n  le a v e , a n d  i t  h a d  
s ta r te d  to  r a i n ,  a n d  h e ’d  d u c k e d  in to  
th e  n e a r e s t  s h e l te r —a p u b l ic  l ib r a r y .  
A n d  th e r e  w a s  M y r a  b e h in d  th e  d esk , 
M y r a  S te v e n s —

" O n e  lo o k , a n d  1 w as o v e r b o a r d  
w ith  a  s p la s h ,” L a r r y  s a id . " T r a v e l i n g  
a r o u n d  lik e  I d id , y o u  m e e t  p le n ty  
o f  g ir ls , a ll  h o p p e d  u p  f o r  a  g o o d  t im e ,  
a n d  n o th i n g  e lse . M y r a  is n ’t lik e  
th a t .  S h e ’s c u te  a n d  p le n ty  liv e ly , b u t  
s h e  lik e s  o t h e r  th in g s  t o o :  b o o k s  , a n d  
m u s ic  a n d  a  n ic e  h o u s e — th in g s  lik e  
th a t .  Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n —”

S u re , I ’d  k n o w n  w h a t  L a r r y  m e a n t .  
A ll  y o u  n e e d e d  w a s  a  lo o k  a t  M y r a ’s 
p i c t u r e .  T h e y  d o n 't  g r o w  o n  b u sh e s , 
n ice  g ir ls  lik e  M y r a , a n d  y o u ’r e  a  v e ry  
lu ck y  g u y  if o n e  o f  th e m  fa lls  in  lo v e  
w ith  y o u .

" W e l l ,  w h y  d i d n ’ t y o u  te l l  M y r a  
w h o  y o u  w e r e ? ” I a s k e d . " K e e p i n g  
q u ie t  lik e  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  lo o k  a s  if 
y o u ’r e  a s h a m e d  o f  y o u r  p r o f e s s io n .”

" I  w a s n ’ t a s h a m e d , b u t  I  w a s  a f r a id  
to  say  a n y t h i n g ,” L a r r y  a n s w e r e d . “ I 
d i d n ’ t h a v e  m u c h  t im e  le f t  a n d  I w as  
a f r a id  s h e  w o u ld n ’ t m a r r y  m e  if  sh e  
f o u n d  o u t .  Y o u  see , M y r a  d o e s n ’t  g o  
f o r  f ig h ts ; s h e  th in k s  i t ’s s o r t  o f  lo w 
life  s tu ff—”

“ H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t ? ” I  a s k e d .
“ W e l l ,  w h e n  I b r o u g h t  u p  th e  s u b 

j e c t  a  c o u p le  o f  t im e s ,” L a r r y  s a id ,  
“ s o r t  o f  f e e lin g  a r o u n d  f o r  a n  o p e n in g  
to  te l l  h e r ,  I  s o o n  sa w  t h a t  sh e  th o u g h t  
f ig h tin g  w a s  a  r o u g h h o u s e  r a c k e t .  S o  
I  l e t  i t  r id e .  O f  c o u r s e  I  k n e w  I ’d  h a v e  
to  te l l  h e r  e v e n tu a l ly ,  b u t  I  d i d n 't  
w a n t  i t  t o  h a p p e n  th is  w a y —w i th  m e  
th o u s a n d s  o f  m ile s  a w a y !”

“ C h e e r  u p , L a r r y ,” I  s a id . " M a y b e  
i t  w o n ’ t h i t  th e  p a p e r s  a f t e r  a l l .  A n d  
e v e n  if  it  d o e s —w e ll , M y r a ’s y o u r  w ife , 
a n d  th e r e ’s th e  b a b y  c o m in g . T h a t ’s 
a ll  t h a t ’ll c o u n t  w i th  h e r .  Y o u ’ll  s e e .”

B u t  L a r r y  c o u l d n ’t  c h e e r  u p . H e ’d  
s i t  s t a r i n g  a t  M y r a ’s p i c t u r e ,  t r y in g  to  
f ig u re  h o w  s o o n  m a i l  f r o m  b a c k  h o m e  
c o u ld  r e a c h  h im , a n d  w o n d e r in g  
w h e th e r  th e  b a b y  h a d  c o m e  b e f o r e  
M y r a  sa w  th e  w r i te -u p  in  th e  p a p e r s .

A n d  w i th  L a r r y  off th e  b e a m , C re w  
F iv e  w a s n ’ t  d o in g  so  w e ll  o n  th e  s co re -  
b o a r d .  L a r r y ’s h e a r t  w a s n ’t in  h is  
w o rk . H e  g o t  a  s w iv e l-n e c k  t r y in g  to  
w a tc h  tw o  d i r e c t i o n s  a t  o n c e —w e st f o r  
th e  J a p s ,  a n d  e a s t  f o r  th e  m a i l  p la n e .  
C r e w  S e v e n  d r e w  u p  e v e n  w i th  u s  o n  
th e  s c o re , a n d  C r e w  F o u r  w a s  c r o w d 
in g  b o t h  o f  u s.

“ I f  L a r r y  d o n ’ t s n a p  o u t  o f  it s o o n ,  
w e ’ll b e  lu c k y  to  f in ish  l a s t !”  D a n  
B a ile y  g r o w le d  to  m e . D a n 's  th e  s o u r-  
p u ss  o f  o u r  c r e w . “ S w e d e  S w e n s o n  
a in t  w a t c h in ’ f o r  b a b y -m a il—h e ’s 
w a t c h in ’ f o r  J a p s ,  e x c lu s iv e .”

W e l l ,  o n e  d a y  a  s i lv e r -w in g  t r a n s 
p o r t  c a m e  s a i l in g  in  f ro m  th e  e a s t ,  
a n d  th e r e  w a s  m a il  a b o a r d .  A n d  
p le n ty  o f  i t  w a s  f o r  L a r r y ;  h a l f  th e  
s p o r ts -w r ite r s  in  th e  c o u n tr y  h a d  sen t  
h im  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  th e  m e d a l ,  
a n d  m o s t o f  th e m  e n c lo s e d  c l ip p in g s  
a b o u t  it .  T h e y  s u r e  h a d  g iv e n  L a r r y  
a  g o o d  s p r e a d  in  th e  p a p e rs .

B u t  th e r e  w a s  n o  l e t t e r  f ro m  M y r a .  
W e  d id  th e  b e s t  w e  c o u ld  to  k e e p  
L a r r y  b u c k e d  u p , b u t  i t  w a s n ’ t m u c h  
u s e . A n d  w e  d i d n ’t fee l a n y  to o  c h e e r 
fu l o u rs e lv e s . C r e w  F o u r  h a d  p u lle d  
u p  e v e n  w i th  u s , a n d  C r e w  S e v e n  w as  
tw o  u p . T h a t  w a s  h a r d  to  ta k e .

“ L i s t e n ,  L a r r y ,”  w e  s a id , “ y o u ’re  
th e  b e s t d a m n ’ g u n n e r  in  th e  w h o le  
b a t t e r y —w h e n  y o u  p u t  y o u r  m in d  o n  
w h a t  y o u ’re  d o in g . W e  h a d  th e  le a d ,  
a n d  n o w  w e ’v e  lo s t  it ,  a n d  th o s e  m o n 
k ey s in  S e v e n  a n d  F o u r  a r e  g iv in g  us  
th e  h o r s e -la u g h . Y o u ’r e  th r o w in g  us  
d o w n , k i d !”

“ H o n e s t ,  I ’m  s o r ry , g u y s ,” L a r r v  
s a id . “ I ’ ll s n a p  o u t  o f  i t . ”

T h e  J a p s  h a d  c o m e  o v e r  s t r o n g  th a t  
d a y , a n d  w e  k n o c k e d  d o w n  a  p a i r  o f  
Z e ro s , b u t  L a r r y  m e ss e d  u p  a  b e a u t i 
fu l c h a n c e  a t  a  b ig  b o m b e r  t h a t  c a m e
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t e a r i n g  in  a n d  la i d  a  r o w  o f  eg g s so  
c lo s e  to  o u r  m a in  f u e l-d u m p  it  w a s n ’ t 
a  b it f u n n y .

“ W h o  in  h e l l  e v e r  in v e n te d  lo v e  
a n d  b a b ie s  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s tu ff , a n y 
w a y ? ” D a n  B a i le y  s p u t te r e d .

L a r r y  s e e m e d  k in d  o f  a s h a m e d  
a b o u t  th a t  b o m b e r  to o . H e  b r a c e d  
u p  f o r  a w h ile ,  a n d  w e  m a n a g e d  to  
p u ll  u p  e v e n  w i th  C r e w  F o u r ,  b u t w e  
c o u l d n ’ t o v e r h a u l  S w e n s o n ’s g u n .  
L a r r y  ju s t  w a s n 't  as  g o o d  a t  p ic k in g  
th e m  off, t h a t ’s a l l .  H e  d i d n ’ t h a v e  
t h a t  o ld  g le a m  in  h is  e y e  w h e n  th e y  
c a m e  r o a r i n g  in  a t  u s . H e  tr ie d  h a r d  
e n o u g h , b u t  h e  w a s  ju s t  a  w o r k m a n  
th e n , n o t  a n  a r t i s t  a t  it , lik e  b e f o r e .

T h a t  h a d  g o n e  o n  f o r  a lm o s t  a  
w e e k . W e  d i d n ’t  g e t  a n y  m o r e  m a il ,  
a n d  w h e n  a  s to r y  g o t  a r o u n d  th a t  a  
t r a n s p o r t  w i th  s a ck s  o f  m a i l  a b o a r d  
h a d  m e t  u p  w i th  a  s k y fu l o f  Z e ro s , 
a n d  h a d  g o n e  d o w n  i n to  th e  d r in k ,  
L a r r y  w as  a b o u t  r e a d y  f o r  th e  s t r a i t -  
j a c k e t .  H e  w a s  p o s i t iv e  t h e r e ’d  b e e n  
a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M y r a  in  t h a t  lo st c a r g o .  
H e  s a t  u p  n ig h ts , t r y in g  to  w r i te  a 
l e t t e r ,  a n d  t e a r in g  u p  o n e  s h e e t  o f  
p a p e r  a f t e r  a n o th e r .

T h e n  th e  m a ils  c a m e  th r o u g h  a g a in .  
T h e r e  w a s  m o r e  n e w s p a p e r  s tu ff  fo r  
L a r r y —a n d  o n e  th in  V -le t te r .  W e  
k n e w  t h a t  o n e  w as f r o m  M y r a , b y  th e  
w a y  L a r r y  g r a b b e d  it . H is  ey e s  s w a l
lo w e d  th e  w o rd s , a n d  th e n  h e  le t  o u t  
a  te r r i f i c  w h o o p .

“ E v e r y t h i n g ’s o k a y , g u y s , e v e r y 
th in g ’s o k a y !” h e  s h o u te d , ju m p in g  
a r o u n d  lik e  a  l u n a t i c  in  th e  h o t  s a n d .  
" I t ’s a  b o y ! I t ’s a  b o y ! S e v e n  
p o u n d s , f o u r  o u n c e s !”

W e  c r o w d e d  a r o u n d , s la p p in g  
L a r r y  o n  th e  b a c k , a n d  I g r a b b e d  th e  
c h a n c e  to  a sk , “ D id  sh e  se e  th o s e  w r i te 
u p s  in  th e  p a p e r s .  L a r r y ? ”

“ Y o u  b e t sh e  saw  ’e m ,” L a m  
b e a m e d .

“ T h e n  s h e ’s n o t s o re  a t  y o u ? ” I 
a sk e d .

“ S o r e !” L a r r y  b o o m e d  o u t  s c o r n 
f u lly . “ L i s t e n —g u e ss  w h a t  M y r a  says  
s h e ’s n a m e d  th e  k id ? ”

“ L a r r y ,  J r .? ’’ I g u e ss e d .
“ B e t t e r  th a n  t h a t ! ” L a r r y  c h u c k le d .  

“ S h e ’s n a m in g  h im  Kerry Owen M a d i-  
g a n . C a tc h  o n ?  K. O. M a d ig a n !  
Kayo—s a m e  as  m y  r in g  n a m e !  Says  
sh e 's  s u r e  p r o u d  o f  m e l S o m e  g i r l ,  
e h , g u y s ? ”

C R E W  F i v e  w a s  s o o n  m a k in g  o u t  
a ll  r i g h t  a g a i n ,  w i th  L a r r y  b a c k  

in  f o r m . W e  p u s h e d  o u t  in to  th e  
le a d  a g a i n ,  a n d  w e  s ta y e d  to p -g u n  
a f t e r  th a t .  L a r r y  w a s  a  g u y  c le a n  o u t  
o f  th is  w o r ld —h e  w as p ic k in g  'c m  o u t  
o f  th e  sky as  if th e y  w e r e  c la y  p ig e o n s  
in  a  s h o o t in g  g a l le r y .  I f  th o s e  J a p s  
h a d  b e e n  s m a r t ,  th e y ’d  h a v e  la id  off  
th a t  H o t f o o t  r u n  u n t i l  L a r r y  M a d ig a n  
g o t  b a c k  to  e a r t h  a g a i n .  B u t  th e n ,  
h o w  c o u ld  th e  J a p s  k n o w  w h a t  n a m e  
M y r a  w a s  g o in g  t o  g iv e  t h a t  b a b y ?



Legends o f the Tuscarora

IT  is  c u s to m a r y  f o r  th e  N a v y , in  
t im e  o f  w a r ,  t o  w i th h o ld  in f o r 
m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  its  s h ip s . T h e  
U .S .S . Tuscarora is th e  lo n e  e x 

c e p t i o n ,  f o r  th e r e  is s c a r c e ly  a n  o ld  
" f le e t  m a n ” w h o  h a s  n o t  b o a s te d  a n d  
to ld  w o n d r o u s  s to r ie s  o f  th is  m o n 
s tr o u s  v e sse l. A lm o s t  e v e r y  f e a tu r e  o f  
h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  r e c e iv e d  w id e  a n d  
e la b o r a te  p u b l ic i ty .

N o  o n e  is q u i t e  s u r e  w h e n  th e  
Tuscarora w a s  l a u n c h e d .  M e n  w h o  
c la im  to  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  h e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a g r e e d  t h a t  
sh e  w a s  la u n c h e d  t h r e e  tim e s , d u e  to  
h e r  size . S in c e  th e  s h ip w a y s  c o u l d  n o t  
a c c o m m o d a te  h e r  e n t i r e  h u l l ,  th e  b o w  
w a s  l a u n c h e d  u p o n  c o m p le t io n ,  to  

'm a k e  w a y  f o r  th e  m id s h ip s  s e c t io n .  
T h i s ,  in  t u r n ,  w a s  la u n c h e d  to  p e r m i t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h e r  s te r n .

O ld - t im e r s  d is a g r e e  as  to  th e  o v e r 
a l l  le n g th  o f  th e  Tuscarora. T h a t  
s h e  w a s  a  m o n s te r  se e m s  o b v io u s .  
H e r  a r m o r  w a s  e ig h te e n  in c h e s  th ic k .  
S h e  c a r r ie d  s ix ty - f o u r  f o r ty -in c h  g u n s  
w h ic h  o n c e  le d  t o  a  th r e a t e n e d  la w 
s u it .

A t  th e  t im e , sh e  w a s  in  th e  Y e l lo w  
S e a  o n  m a n e u v e r s .  N o  o n e  k n o w s  
w h o  w as  r e s p o n s ib le ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  
th a t  in  s o m e  w a y , h e r  g u n s  w e r e  g iv e n  
to o  m u c h  e le v a t io n .  T h e r e  w a s  a  
flash  a n d  a  r o a r  a s  th e  f o r ty -in c h e r s  
w e r e  f ired .

A  few  s e c o n d s  l a t e r  a  f a r m e r  in  
M in n e s o ta ,  p e a c e f u l ly  p lo w in g  h is  
fie ld , h e a r d  th e  w h is tle  o f  th e  g i a n t  
p r o j e c t i le  a n d , p o p e y e d  w i th  a m a z e 
m e n t ,  sa w  a  d i r e c t  h i t  s c o r e d  o n  h is  
n e w ly  c o n s t r u c te d  o u th o u s e . H is  first  
im p r e s s io n  w a s  t h a t  a  w a n d e r in g  m e 
t e o r  o f  s o m e  size  h a d  c r a s h e d  th e r e ,  
b u t  c lo s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o v e d  i t  to  b e  
a  sh e ll  f r o m  th e  Tuscarora. T h e
w h o le  a f f a ir  w a s  e v e n tu a l ly  s e t t le d  o u t  
o f  c o u r t  a n d  k e p t  v e r y  h u s h -h u s h .  
S u c h  p u b l ic i ty  s e e m e d  u n d e s ir a b le  f o r  
th e  g r e a t  b a t t le w a g o n .

A s  a n  i n d ic a t i o n  o f  h e r  s p a c e , it  
s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  th e  Tuscarora 
h a d  s ix ty -n in e  d e c k s  a n d , c u r io u s ly  
e n o u g h , a  s tr a w  b o t t o m  w h ic h  p r o v e d  
th e  c a u s e  o f  h e r  u l t i m a t e  lo ss.

T h e  f o u r th  d e c k  b o a s te d  a n  e ig h t 
e e n -h o le  g o lf  c o u r s e . O n  th e  s ix th  
d e c k  t h e r e  w a s  a  th o u s a n d -y a r d  r ifle -  
r a n g e  a n d  in f i l t r a t io n  c o u r s e .

T h e  s h ip  w a s  h in g e d  in  th r e e  p la c e s  
to  p e r m i t  tu r n s .  A t  t h a t ,  th e r e  w e r e  
o n ly  tw o  p la c e s  in  th e  P a c if ic  a n d  o n e  
in  th e  A t l a n t i c  w h e r e  sh e  c o u ld  m a k e  
a  fu ll  tu r n .  T h e  c r e w  m e m b e r s  p r o u d -

One of America’s heirloom stories 
that is still being—fabricated.

by HAROLD 
SANFORD MOORE
The writer recently returned from 
duty in the South Pacific. While 
aboard ship, he talked with Navy, 
Marine and Army men to whom 
he is indebted for most of these 
stories of the mythical U.S.S. T u s 
c a r o r a .  This is by no means a 
complete chronicle, for every man 
has his variations, just as the 
woodsmen of the north country 
have their tall stories of Paul 

Bunyan and his deeds.
ly  s ta te d  th a t  sh e  c o u l d  d o  s e v e n ty -  
tw o  k n o ts  w i th o u t  s h o w in g  s m o k e  a n d  
t h a t  u n d e r  f u l l  s p e e d , h e r  b o w  le f t  
th e  w a t e r  lik e  a  m o t o r b o a t .

D u e  to  h e r  s ize , th e  Tuscarora to o k  
tw o  d a y s  to  c ro ss  th e  e q u a t o r  o r  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a t e  lin e . I n  th e  l a t t e r  
c a s e , i t  a lw a y s  c r e a t e d  d iff ic u ltie s  in  
th e  m e s s -h a lls —p a r t i c u l a r l y  if  th e  d a y  
w a s  W e d n e s d a y ,  g o in g  w e s t . T h i s  
m e a n t  t h a t  th o s e  in  th e  b o w  w o u ld  
h a v e  fish  f o r  d i n n e r ,  s in c e  i t  b e c a m e  
F r i d a y .  H o w e v e r ,  th o s e  in  th e  s te r n  
d i d n ’t  g e t  fish  u n t i l  th e  n e x t  d a y .

T h e  Tuscarora’s e q u iv a l e n t  o f  l i f e 
b o a t  d r i l l  w a s  a lw a y s  in v o lv e d , f o r  sh e  
u s e d  d e s tr o y e r s  f o r  l i f e b o a ts .  H e r  t o r 
p e d o  tu b e s  c o u l d  n o t  le g i t im a te l y  b e  
c a l le d  b y  t h a t  n a m e , f o r  th e y  f ire d  
s u b m a r in e s  a n d  P T  b o a ts  in s te a d  o f  
to r p e d o e s .

L i f e  a b o a r d  th e  Tuscarora w a s  g o o d  
f o r  th e  e n l is te d  m e n . T h e  officers  d id  
K .P .  a n d  o t h e r  m e n ia l  ta sk s . E n l i s te d  
m e n  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  h a v in g  s to o d  
i n  c h o w  lin e s , f o r  th e y  w e r e  s e r v e d  a t  
ta b le s  b e a u t i f u l ly  la i d  w i th  g l e a m in g  
s i lv e r  a n d  fin e  l in e n .  O n  S u n d a y  
m o r n in g ,  b r e a k f a s t  w a s  s e rv e d  in  b e d .  
P a y d a y  c a m e  r e g u l a r ly ,  tw ic e  a  w e e k .

O n c e  e a c h  y e a r ,  th e r e  w a s  a  m i g r a 
t i o n  to  th e  o p p o s i te  e n d  o f  th e  sh ip ,  
w h e r e  th e  m e n  b iv o u a c k e d  o n  th e  
t h i r ty - t h i r d  d e c k . T h i s  d e c k  h a d  b e e n  
g iv e n  a  la y e r  o f  r i c h  s o il , f re e  o f  in 
se cts . S o d  g ra s s  g r e w  th ic k  a n d  s o f t .  
H i k in g  to  th e  b i v o u a c  w a s  u n n e c e s 
s a r y  f o r  th e  Tuscarora h a d  its  o w n  
s u b w a y  s y s te m  a n d  e s c a la to r s .

G r e a t  c a r e  w a s  e x e r c i s e d  b y  th e  m e n  
d u r i n g  th e i r  b r ie f  w a tc h e s  in  th e  
c r o w ’s -n e s t , f o r  i t  w a s  so  lo f ty  t h a t  o x y 
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g e n  m a sk s  w e r e  n e c e s s a ry  i n  th e  r a r e 
fied  a tm o s p h e r e .  I n d e e d ,  th e r e  w as  
o n c e  a n  u n lu c k y  in d iv id u a l  w h o  s u f 
f e r e d  s e v e r e  f r o s tb i te ,  th o u g h  th e  s h ip  
w a s , a t  th e  t i m e ,  c r o s s in g  th e  e q u a t o r .

S h ip ’s in s p e c t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
q u i te  a  p r o b le m  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  
th e  f o r t u n a t e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  t h a t  th e  
c a p t a i n  w a s  a ls o  a  l i c e n s e d  a i r  p i lo t .  
H e  c u s to m a r i ly  in s p e c te d  th e  s h ip  
f r o m  th e  c o c k p i t  o f  a  P -3 8 .  I t  w as  
q u i te  a  th r i l l i n g  s ig h t  to  s e e  h i m  
z o o m in g  u p  o r  d iv in g  d o w n  th e  c o m -  
p a n io n w a y s .

T h e  Tuscarora p e r f o r m e d  b r i l l i a n t 
ly  in  th e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r .  I t  is n o w  
p e r m is s ib le  t o  d iv u lg e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
th e  e n t i r e  A .E .F .  o f  t h a t  w a r  w a s  t r a n s 
p o r t e d  to  F r a n c e  in  th e  N u m b e r  
T h r e e  h o ld .  I t  w as  d u r i n g  th is  c ro s s 
in g  t h a t  i t  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  im p r a c t i c a l  
f o r  h e r  t o  la y  a  s m o k e s c r e e n . I t  se e m s  
t h a t  s o  m u c h  s m o k e , b e l c h in g  f r o m  
h e r  f u n n e ls ,  c a u s e d  a  to t a l  e c l ip s e  a n d  
th u s  i n d ic a te d  th e  Tuscarora’s p r o x 
im i ty  to  th e  e n e m y .

G a n g p la n k s  w e r e  n e v e r  u s e d  f o r  
d is e m b a r k in g . I n s te a d ,  th e  p a s s e n g e rs  
w e r e  g iv e n  p a r a c h u te s  a n d  m a d e  th e  
s ix -h u n d r e d - f o o t  le a p  t o  th e  d o c k  in  
t h a t  m a n n e r .  G e n e r a l ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  
Tuscarora w a s  m o o r e d  to  a n  is la n d .  
A t  le a s t  o n c e  in  h e r  l i f e t im e , th is  r e 
s u lte d  in  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c h a n g e .

DU R I N G  a  c r u is e  in  th e  S o u th  S e a s , 
s h e  w a s  a n c h o r e d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  to  

th e  is la n d  o f  J a v a .  W h e n  sh e  a g a in  
g o t  u n d e r  w a y , th e  a n c h o r  d r a g g e d  u p  
a  h u g e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  o c e a n  b o t t o m  
w h ic h  s h e  c a r r i e d  o n  h e r  g r e a t  h o o k  
f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s . I t  w a s  s u b s e q u e n tly  
d is c o v e r e d  a n d  th e  s u b s ta n c e  c a s t  o ff  
b u t ,  b e in g  d r y  b y  t h a t  t im e , i t  f lo a te d  
a r o u n d  u n t i l  i t  s t r u c k  a  r e e f .  T h e r e  
i t  r e m a in s  to  th is  d a y —a  c o m p le t e  
S o u th  S e a  is la n d —c o m p le t e  w i th  la 
g o o n  a n d  v o lc a n o .

T h e  p r o b le m  o f  f o o d  s u p p ly  a b o a r d  
th e  Tuscarora w a s  s o lv e d  q u i te  s im p ly .  
A  v a s t  h e r d  g r a z e d  c o n t e n te d ly  o n  th e  
tw e n ty -f irs t  d e c k . T w i c e  a  y e a r  th e r e  
w a s  a  g r e a t  r o u n d u p  a n d  e n o u g h  b e e f  
w a s  b u tc h e r e d  to  la s t  f o r  s ix  m o n th s .

I t  is q u i t e  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  th e  Tus
carora w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  a f lo a t ,  w e r e  i t  n o t  
f o r  th e  w h im s y  o f  a  h u n g r y  s e a  c o w  
w h ic h  a te  a  h o le  in  th e  s tr a w  b o t to m .  
N o  o n e  k n o w s  w h e r e  th e  Tuscarora 
s a n k  b u t  th e  s e a  c o w —a n d  s h e  w o n ’ t  
ta lk .

I  d o n ’ t  b e l ie v e  s e a  co w s  c a n  e v e n  
m o o .



“O Unknown God!” 1 cried. “Make visible now your poiver! Cut doivn Ammon!” 
The temple shook; with a crash, a lightning-shaft smote through the temple roof.



T h e  B ronze W arri or
A Complete Novel 
by David Cheney

W ho wrote "The Son of Minos” and 
"The Treasure of Tyron.”

T A yen ides the B ron ze  W a r r io r  b y  g race  
o f  the EMinos an d  the Im m o rta l Q ods, 
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M in o s  r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  m e  th e  iv o r y  s c e p te r .  
“ M y e n id e s ,”  s a id  h e , “ s ta n d  u p o n  m y  l ig h t  s id e . E v e r y  

g a l le y  o f  M in o a  is w a r -s o n g  o f  h e r o e s .  B y  m ig h t  o f  th e  
f le e t, w e  k e e p  th e  s e a  c l e a r  o f  p i r a t e s  a n d  th e  D o r i a n  h o s t  
b a c k  f r o m  M y c e n a e a n  .co a sts . T h e  b u i ld e r s  o f  o u r  n e w  
s h ip  h a v e  g iv e n  th e  b e a u ty  o f  c y p re s s  b e a m s  to  th e  m a k 
e rs  o f  s o n g . A n d  o f  w h a t  g r e a t  d e e d s  o f  h e r o e s  in  s h in 
in g  b r a s s  th e  b a r d s  s h a ll  s in g , th e  m a s t e r  o f  o u r  n e w  
Minos-eye s h a ll  b e  th e  s h a p e r  a n d  th e  s o u r c e .”

“ T h e  s h ip s  a r e  th e  w a l ls  o f  M i n o a ,”  s a id  m y  f a th e r  
P h r a s y s , w i th  a  n o d  o f  h is  g r e a t  w h ite  h e a d .

“ T r u l y ,  th e  g r e a t  g a lle y s  a r e  th e  w a lls  o f  M i n o a ,”  a n 
s w e r e d  M in o s  “ A n d  h e  w h o  sin k s  th e  f le e t s h a ll  b r e a c h  
th e s e  w a l ls , a n d  f o r  th e  la s t  t i m e ,  f la m e  a n d  r u i n  a n d  
d e a t h  s h a l l  b la z e  u p o n  a n c i e n t  L a b y r i n t h .  B u t  f a r  b e  
th e  d a y , O  E l e u t h e r i a n *  Z e u s !”

“ Z e u s  h e a r  h i m ! ”  c r i e d  th e  lo r d s  o f  th e  c o u r t .
“ T h e  b a r b a r ia n s  o f  th e  n o r t h  w a x  to o  s t r o n g  f o r  u s ,”  

th e  G r e a t  K in g  to ld  h is  c o u r t ,  s p e a k in g  n o  w o r d  o f  th e  
o t h e r  a n d  m o r e  s e c r e t  m is s io n  to  E g y p t  t h a t  w a s  m in e .  
“ W e  h a v e  b u i l t  th is  m ig h t ie s t  o f  s e a -h o u s e s  to  s e n d  to  
th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  a n  e m b a s s y , t o  se e k  o f  
h i m  s h ip s  a n d  m e n  a g a i n s t  th e  s a v a g e  fo e . A n d  o f  th is  
e m b a s s y  w e  h a v e  n a m e d  as  a r c h o n  th e  s o n  o f  P h ra s y s ,  
K in g  o f  H a g g ia ,  h e  w h o  o f  b l o o d -r ig h t  is B r o n z e  W a r 
r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,  d e f e n d e r  o f  th e  c o a s ts .  I n t o  h is  k e e p in g ,
0  L o r d s  o f  C r e t e ,  w e  e n t r u s t  o u r  s h ip  a n d  th e  e m b a s sy  
t o  E g y p t .”

T h e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  s m o te  h is  b u l l ’s -h id e  s h ie ld . H e  
b e n t  k n e e  to  th e  G r e a t  K in g . W r a t h  f la m e d  in  h is  eyes.

“ S e n d  M y e n id e s  to  w e a v e  g a r la n d s  w ith  th e  m a id e n s  
in  th e  G a r d e n  o f  E r o s  u p o n  L a b y r i n t h  r o o f ,”  h e  c r ie d ,  
a n d  h is  w o rd s  s m o k e d . “ A m  I  n o t  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ,  
P r i n c e  o f  th e  S o u th  S h o r e , r u l e r  o f  th e  E a s t  F l e e t?  D o
1 n o t  k n o w  E g y p t ia n ?  H a v e  I  n o t  l iv e d  in  T h e b e s ?  T h i s  
e m b a s sy  to  th e  P h a r a o h  is f a te f u l—a n d  th e  P h a r a o h 's  h e a r t  
is h a r d .  C u n n i n g  s h o u ld  b e  t h a t  to n g u e ,  w ise  th e  w its ,  
r i p e  th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  h i m  w h o  w o u ld  b e n d  P h a r a o h ’s 
w ill  to  o u r s !  A n d  w h e n  I  h e a r d  w h a t  w a s  in  y o u r  h e a r t ,  
O  M in o s , s t r a ig h tw a y  I  s e n t  to  y o u  th e  d is k  o f  c la y  b e a r 
in g  m y  o f fe r :

• A n  e p i t h e t  o f  t h e  g o d  Z e u s , m e a n i n g  “ th e  H e l p e r .”

N  th e  w is d o m  o f  th e  E t e r n a l  O n e s , th e  
t i m e  c a m e  w h e n  g a lle y s  o f  C r e t e  s h o u ld  
p a s s  o v e r  P o n tu s  to  th e  la n d  o f  E g y p t .  
T h e  r o y a l  s h ip  o f  th e  f le e t-w a s  a  n e w  g a l 
le y  o f  w a r .  U p o n  h e r  f o r k e d  p r o w  sh e  
b o r e  a  g r e a t  e y e , f o r  s h e  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  

t h a t  b r a v e  Minos-eye s u n k  a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  P h a d r a  w h e n  
firs t th e  f ie rc e  D o r i a n  G r e e k s  s m o te  th e  C r e t a n ,  la n d s .  
H e r  t im b e r s  w e r e  o f  c y p r e s s  w o o d  f r o m  f o re s ts  n o r t h  
o f  T a r a s . *  H e r  m a s ts  w e r e  tw o , lo f ty  to  l i f t  to  sea-  
w in d s  th e  b u l l ’s -h id e  sa ils . A n d  th is  n e w  g a l le y  Minos-eye 
c a r r i e d  tw o  h u n d r e d  o a r s .  S h e  w a s  m o o r e d  in  th e  h a r b o r  
f o r  m e : f o r  I  w as  to  b e  h e r  c a p ta i n .

A n d  M in o s , L o r d  o f  th e  M id  S e a , s u m m o n e d  m e  to  
C n o ss o s . N o w , m y  f a t h e r  th e  K in g  o f  H a g g ia  h a d  r e 
v e a le d  e r e  th is  th e  w ill o f  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s : t h a t  I  s h o u ld  
b e  n a m e d  a m b a s s a d o r  to  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  
—t h a t  I  w a s  d e s t in e d  f o r  T h e b e s .  A n d  m y  f a t h e r  th e  K in g  
w as a t  t h a t  t im e  s ta y in g  w i th  th e  M in o s  in  th e  s h in in g  
c i ty -p a la c e .  S o  I w e n t  u p  in  h a s te  f r o m  H a g g i a  to  K e p -  
h a l a  M o u n t ,  t o  L a b y r i n t h ,  th e  g lo r y  o f  C r e t e .

A n d  D e u k o s , L o r d  o f  th e  P a l a c e ,  e s c o r t e d  m e  a t  o n c e  
b y  th e  g r e a t  s ta ir s  to  th e  H a l l  o f  S ta te .

M in o s  s a t  u p o n  th e  a n c i e n t  t h r o n e  o f  C r e t e ,  a  c h a i r  o f  
s to n e  all* b la z in g  in  b e a t e n  g o ld .  T h e  t i a r a  o f  th e  
s a c r e d  a s p  w a s  u p o n  h is  f o r e h e a d ;  th e  p u r p l e  r o b e  e n 
f o ld e d  h i m ;  a n d  th e  iv o r y  s ta ff  o f  r u l e  w a s  in  h is  h a n d .  
B y  h im , in  th e  s to n e  w o m a n -s e a t  M in o s  h a d  c a u s e d  to  b e  
c a r v e d  f o r  h e r ,  s a t  A r ia d n e  h is  Q u e e n .  A n d  to o  n e a r  
f o r  th e  e a se  o f  th o s e  w h o  lo v e  th e  G r e a t  K in g , th e  f ie rce  
n e w  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  s to o d  le a n in g  u p o n  h is  je w e le d  
s w o r d  o f  M y c e n a e a n  b r o n z e . T h e r e  w a s  e v i l  in  th e  
th r o n e - r o o m , a n d  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  w as  its  s p ir i t .

H i g h  o v e r  th e  p r in c e s  c lu s te r e d  n e a r  th e  s u n - th r o n e  
r o s e  th e  p r o u d  w h ite  h e a d  o f  m y  f a th e r  th e  K in g  o f  
H a g g ia .  I  w as  g l a d —f o r  h is  c o u n s e ls  w e r e  ju s t  a n d  w ise , 
a n d  h is  h e a r t  w a s  w a r m  to  th e  G r e a t  K in g . A n d  P h a e s to s  
w as h i e r a r c h  o f  A m m o n  a n d  o f  P t a h  u p o n  C r e t e ,  a n d  a  
m a n  o f  w ile s  w h o  w o u ld  s e e  o u r  te m p le s  f e t id  w i th  th e  
s te n c h  o f  E g y p t ’s a n i m a l  g o d s . B u t  m y  f a t h e r  s e rv e d  
o n ly  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d .

• M o d e r n  T a r a n t o ,  in  s o u th e r n  I t a ly .



“ I  w ill  g o  t o  E g y p t  a n d  see  th e  
P h a r a o h  f o r  M in o a 's  s a k e . T h i s  e m 
b assy  is f o r  m e n , n o t  f o r  b o y sl I  w ill  
g o  t o  T h e b e s —”

T h e n  I r a g e d  f o r w a r d ,  m y  b r o n z e  
b la d e  h a l f  o u t  o f  je w e le d  s h e a th .

“ T h e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  sw ells  w i th  
w in d y  w o r d s ,” I c r ie d . “ A m  I a  b o y ?  
L e t  h im  m e e t  m e  in  th e  A r e n a :  a y e ,  
w ith  b a r e  fists w ill  I m e e t  h im  in  th e  
m a n n e r  o f  th e  G r e e k s ! T h e  L o r d s  o f  
C r e t e  a r e  w itn e s s e s  th a t  I a m  r e a d y .  
L e t  th e m  b e h o ld  w h o  w ill  p r o v e  th e  
b e t te r  m a n —th is  s t r u t t i n g  lo r d  o f  
P h a e s to s , o r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r .”

T h e  K in g  o f  K in g s  t u r n e d  d a r k ly  
u p o n  th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s .

“ H a v e  w e  a s k e d  y o u r  c o u n s e l?  W e  
h a d  y o u r  d isk . W e  a s s e m b le d  th e  
lo rd s  o f  o u r  c h a m b e r  a n d  r e a d  th e m  
y o u r  m e ss a g e . T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ,  
s a id  th e y , g ro w s  o v e r g r e a t  w h e n  h e  
seek s  to  te l l  M in o s , r u l e r  o f  th e  M id  
S e a , w h a t  h e  sh a ll  d o  in  c r is e s  o r  w h o  
s h a ll  b e  h is  a m b a s s a d o r .  P fe  w h o  y o u  
c a ll  b o y  h a s  b e e n  w e ll  p r o v e d . T h e  
P r in c e  o f  H a g g ia  is y o u n g ; b u t  h e  as  
w e ll as  y o u  k n o w s  E g y p t ia n .  H e  h a s  
th e  w is d o m  o f  h is  g r a n d f a t h e r  N e s to r .  
H e  s h a ll  s p e a k  to  E g y p t ,  a n d  E g y p t  
w ill h e a r  h im .

“ B u t  a s  f o r  th is  in s u l t  t o  o u r  e m 
b a s s y : P h a e s to s ,  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  M y e n i-  
d e s . A r e  y o u  r e a d y ? ”

T h e r e  w a s  a  f a i n t  s m ile  o n  M in o s ’ 
lip s .

T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  s ta r te d  b a c k  
o n e  s te p  a n d  tu r n e d  to  s ta r e  a t  m e .  
“ I m e e t  him in  th e  A r e n a !”  h e  r o a r e d .  
“ 1 a m  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s —”

" A n d  I ,  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,”  
I a n s w e r e d  p r o u d ly ,  “ P r in c e  o f  H a g 
g ia  a n d  o f  Z c u s -b lo o d  a n d  M in o s -k in .  
C a n  th e  s c e n te d  lo r d  say  m o r e ?  B u t  
d o u b tle s s  th e  lo r d  f e a rs  th e  d u s ty  
sa n d s —”

“I f e a r  sand—” b e g a n  th e  K in g  o f  
P h a e s to s  b la n k ly .

“ T h e  w o r ld  k n o w s  th e  C r e t a n s  a r e  
lo v e rs  o f  p r e t t y  b o o ts ,” s a id  I . “ A n d  
w h o  a m o n g  C r e t a n  f o lk  lo v e s  g o o d  
b o o t- le a th e r  m o r e  t h a n  th e  b r a v e  
L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s ?  H e  t r e a d s  i n to  th is

r o y a l  c o u r t  in  k n e e -h ig h , g o ld e n  s h e e p 
s k in  w i th  c r i m s o n  flo w e rs  u p o n  h is  
s h a n k s , a n d  je w e ls  p r e c io u s  b e y o n d  
th e  ey es o f  H e c a t e  f la s h in g  m a g ic  a t  
e a c h  s t r id e .  I t  w e r e  p i ty  to  s o il  s u c h  
l e a t h e r  in  th e  A r e n a  d u s t .”

T h e r e  w a s  l a u g h t e r ;  a n d  th e  K in g  
o f  P h a e s to s  tu r n e d  s a v a g e ly  o n  m e .

“ G e t  y o u  t o  th e  A r e n a ,  s e a -s p a w n !”  
h e  r a s p e d .  “ W h e n  I a m  d o n e , th e  
P r i n c e  o f  H a g g i a  w ill  n o  lo n g e r  h u n 
g e r  t o  s a il  to  N i l e ’s m o u t h .  Y e t ,  b y  
M a a t ,  I  p r e f e r  g o o d  b r o n z e  b la d e s  to  
b l o o d y in g  k n u c k le s  o n  th is  b o y !” 

“ Y o u  h a v e  s p o k e n ,”  s a id  I , c a lm  
a g a i n .  “ F i r s t ,  th e  r e d  b r o n z e ; th e n ,  
th e  b a r e  fists: a n d  if  b a r e  fists, d e s p ite  
m y  y o u th ,  d r a w  n o t  r e d  as  f lu e n t  as  
c a n  h a r d  b r o n z e , I w ill  g o  b a c k  to  
H a g g i a  a n d  te n d  th e  h e r d s  o f  P h r a s y s .” 

M y  f a th e r  s m i le d , f o r  h e  h im s e lf  
h a d  t a u g h t  m e  to  b o x  in  th e  m a n n e r  
o f  th e  G r e e k s . T h e  G r e a t  K in g  r o s e  
a n d  p a s s e d  d o w n  th e  s te p s  o f  s to n e  
a n d  o u t  u n d e r  th e  iv o r y  h o r n s  o f  th e  
p o r t a l  t o  th e  A r e n a  w h e r e  o n c e ,  s la y 
in g  th e  M i n o t a u r ,  h e  h a d  w o n  his  
q u e e n . A n d  I a n d  th o s e  w i th  m e  f o l
lo w e d  a f t e r  h im .

W e  s t r o d e  o u t  u p o n  th e  s a n d e d  
f lo o r . T h e  s u n  p o u r e d  u p o n  th e  y e l
lo w  s a n d s . A y e , th e y  w e r e  a s  y e llo w  
in  t h a t  s t r o n g  l i g h t  a s  w h e n  M in o s  
w o n  th e  g o ld e n  p r in c e s s .  T h e  L o r d s  
o f  C r e t e  s a t  u p o n  th e  w id e  s to n e  se a ts , 
a n d  w i th  th e m  m a n y  la d ie s  o f  th e  
c o u r t .  A ll  th e  b e n c h e s  w e r e  a -s h im m e r  
w ith  th e  s h in in g  o f  th e i r  s ilk s.

N o w  I s to o d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  
A r e n a ,  m y  b r o n z e -b r ig h t  b la d e  in  m y  
h a n d . U p o n  m y  h e a d  w a s  t h a t  h ig h  
s i lk -tu f te d  h e l m e t  o f  g l e a m in g  b r o n z e  
y o u  k n o w  so  w e l l ;  a n d  u p o n  b r e a s t  a n d  
h a c k , p la te s  o f  c h a s e d -b r o n z e  lo z e n g e s  
se w n  o n  q u i l t e d  f la x -c lo th .

T h e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  c a m e  b e a r in g  
a  g r e a t  s h ie ld , d o u b le -c i r c l e d ,  s u c h  as  
s e a -w a r r io r s  b e a r ,  o f  b u l l ’s -h id e  p a i n t 
e d  w i th  f lo w e rs . M y  s h ie ld  w a s  s m a ll  
a n d  r o u n d ,  o f  p l a in  h id e  w i th  a  b o ss  
o f  g o ld  in  th e  h e a r t .  M y  s h ie ld  w as  
l i g h t ;  b u t  t h a t  w h ic h  th e  K in g  o f  
P h a e s to s  b o r e , h e  c o u l d  s c a r c e  l i f t  
f r o m  th e  y e l lo w  s a n d s . F o r  m e n  b e a r  
s u c h  s h ie ld s  o n  h o l lo w  s h ip s  t o  r e s t  
a g a i n s t  th e  d e c k  w h e n  b a t t le s  r a g e .  
A n d  m e n  s a y  t h e r e  w e r e  five la y e rs  
o f  b u l l ’s -h id e  in  t h a t  ta r g e .

T h e n  c a m e  A t h e n i a n  s la v e -g ir ls  
f r o m  th e  P a l a c e ,  b e a r in g  a m p h o ra e  o f  
h o ly  w in e . W e  p o u r e d  l i b a t i o n s  to  
th e  g o d s , a n d  M in o s  l i f te d  h is  g r e a t  
v o ic e  a n d  c a l le d :

" L a y  o n , O  h e r o e s  o f  C r e t e ,  t h a t  
C r e t e  m a y  se e  w h o  is th e  b e t t e r  m a n ! ”  

W e  c i r c l e d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  lo o k in g  f o r  
a  s w o r d -p a th . A n d  I sa w  t h a t  th e  
b r o n z e  s w o r d  h e  b o r e  w a s  lo n g e r  a n d  
w id e r  t h a n  m in e . B u t  h e  w a s  so ft  
f r o m  h ig h - l iv in g , a n d  h e a v y , a n d  
w e ig h e d  d o w n  b y  t a r g e  a n d  s w o r d ; a n d  
I ,  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  w as  l ig h t .

S o  P h a e s to s  w a t c h e d  m e  w a r ily  o u t  
o f  e v il  b la c k  ey es t h a t  g l i t t e r e d  in  th e

l i g h t ;  a n d  h e  sa w  h is  o p e n in g  a n d  
s m o te . A y e , th e  b lo w  h e  s t r u c k  m ig h t  
h a v e  s p l i t  th e  s k u ll  o f  M i n o t a u r ,  b u t  
I c a u g h t  th e  s t r o k e  u p o n  m y  s h ie ld .  
A n d  th e  b la d e  s h e a r e d  o ff  a  h a n d V  
b r e a d t h  o f  th e  b r im  a n d  c la n g e d  u p  
o n  m y  le f t  a r m ;  b u t  th e  g o o d  b ro n z e  
a r m o r  h e ld .

I s p r a n g  a s id e  a n d  d a r t e d  a  sw ilt  
f e in t  f o r  h is  d a r k  f a c e . H e  s w a n g  
u p w a r d  h is  g r e a t  s h ie ld  t o  ta k e  th e  
th r u s t ;  b u t  s p r in g in g  a s id e , I s la s h e d  
a t  h is  s h ie ld -a r m , a n d  r e d  b lo o d  
flo w ed .

T h e  m ig h ty  s h ie ld  fe ll  f r o m  h is  
s t r ic k e n  a r m .  I t  c la n g e d  u p o n  th e  
y e llo w  s a n d , a n d  th e  g o ld e n  d u s t  ro se  
a b o u t  u s  in  a  c lo u d .  T h e n  w i th  a 
r o a r ,  h e  c h a r g e d .

A n d  I c a u g h t  h is  s w o r d  a t  th e  h a n d -  
g u a r d  o f  th e  h i l t  w i th  m y  b la d e  a n d  
tw is te d  h a r d :  a n d  th e  r e d  b r o n z e  llew  
o u t  o v e r  th e  A r e n a  a n d  r a n g  u p o n  th e  
y e llo w  s a n d s . T h e  c r o w d  s h o u te d  
f r o m  th e  s e a ts  o f  s to n e .

"A s w o r d ’s-l e n c t h , O  L o r d  o f  
P h a e s to s ,  is d i s t a n c e  to o  g r e a t  b e 
tw e e n  u s ,”  s a id  I. “ W e  h a v e  d o n e  
w ith  b r o n z e . N o w  f o r  h a r d  m u s c le  
a n d  tw o  f is ts !”

A n d  I f lu n g  off m y  b la c k  s h ie ld  a n d  
s h e a th e d  m y  b la d e , a n d  s to o d  o v e r  
a g a in s t  P h a e s to s  w i th  d o u b le d  fists in  
th e  m a n n e r  o f  th e  G r e e k s .

“ L e t  a  s la v e  f e tc h  m y  g o o d  b r o n z e  
b l a d e ,”  g r o w le d  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s .  
“ A  b r o n z e  b la d e  is m e te  f o r  w a r r i o r s ,  
b u t  fis ticu ffs  is s p o r t  f o r  b o y s .”

“ Y o u  a s k e d  f o r  s w o rd s , a n d  I g a v e  
y o u  b l a d e  f o r  b l a d e ,”  s a id  I . “ N o w ,  
f o r  th e  s p o r t ,  w e  w ill  b e  b o y s a g a in .  
I w a g e r  y o u  a  g o ld e n  c u p  I c a n  h a n g  
a  b la c k  r i n g  o n  e i t h e r  e y e  b e f o r e  y o u  
c a n  to u c h  m e  w i th  k n u c k le -b o n e s !”

“ B a c k  t o  y o u r  g a l le y ,”  r e t o r t e d  th e  
K in g  o f  P h a e s to s .  “ B a r t e r  y o u r  b a n 
g le s  a n d  p r e t t y  p o ts  w i th  th e  S i c u l i * :  
i t  w il l  g o  h a r d  if  y o u  w in  n o t  e n o u g h  
e l e c t r u m  t o  g e t  y o u  a  g i r l  a n d  a  j u g  o f  
r e d  w in e . T h e r e ’s a d v e n tu r e  f o r  a  
b o y  in  s u c h  t r a d e  y o u  w ill  n o t  fin d  in  
h u n d r e d -g a t e d  T h e b e s !  W h o  in  th e  
g r e a t  p a l a c e  o f  A m e n h o te p  w ill lis te n  
to  th e  p a t t e r  o f  a  v e n d e r  o f  b a n g le s  
a n d  p o ts ?  A  s e a -p i r a te  lo s t  in  th e  
s p le n d o r s  o f  T h e b e s ! ”

“ W h o  in  a ll  C r e t e  w ill l is te n  to  
s lu rs  o n  th e  s e a - t r a d e ? ” I a n s w e r e d ,  
t u r n i n g  to  th e  b r o a d  s c a ts  o f  s to n e  
a n d  th e  L a b y r i n t h  fo lk . “ B y  A p o llo ,  
I a m  a  t r a d e r  a n d  a  c a p t a i n  o f  g a lle y s !  
I h a v e  f e tc h e d  t in  f o r  o u r  b r o n z e  e v e n  
f r o m  th e  C a s s i te r i d e s f  t h a t  lie  o v e r  
th e  r im  o f  th e  w o r ld . M y  k e e ls  h a v e  
c le f t  th e  w h a le -p a th  f r o m  N i le  a n d  
A d r i a t  to  th e  s a n d s  o f  A f r i c a .  T h e

‘ A n c i e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  S ic i ly .
4 I l ie  S c i l ly  Is le s  o ff  th e  c o a s t  o f  C o r n 

w a ll ,  E n g la n d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l ie s t  k n o w n  
s o u r c e s  o f  t in .

f O n  t h e  A d r ia t i c ;  a n c i e n t l y ,  a  s e a p o r t :  
n o w  in la n d .



w o r ld  is f o r  y o u th ,  O  P h a e s to s !  T h e  
t r a d e  o f  th e  w o r ld  is f o r  y o u th .  O n  
w h a t  h a s  C r e t e  w a x e d  s t r o n g , o v e r 
b r im m e d  h e r  g r e a t  ja r s  w i th  o il  a n d  
w h e a t  a n d  w in e , h e a p e d  h ig h  th e  
t r e a s u r e s  o f  M in o s  w i th  iv o r y  a n d  w ith  
g o ld ?  T h e  t r a d e  o f  th e  w o r ld , O  
P h a e s to s ! O f  th e  S ic u li ,  o f  n e w  T r o y  
th e  p h e e n ix -c i ty ,  a n d  o f  T h e b e s !  T h e  
t r a d e  o f  th e  w o r l d !”

A n d  I s p r a n g  u p o n  h im , s h o u tin g :  
" G u a r d  y o u r s e lf , P h a e s to s ! F o r  1, th e  
s e a - t r a d e r ,  c a n  a ls o  t r a d e  b lo w  fo r  
b lo w , a n d  i t  w ill  g o  h a r d  if  th is  d a y  
1 d r a w  n o t  e n o u g h  b lo o d  in  th e  b a r te r  
to  s e n d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  p r e t t y  b o o ts  
a -s t r u t t in g  in to  Y a r u ,  if  O s ir is  a t  th e  
ju d g m e n t  b a r  le t  y o u  p a ss  in to  th e  
H a p p y  F ie ld s .  O n  g u a r d ! ”

A n d  1 s m o te  P h a e s to s  w i th  th e  
s t r a ig h t  a r m  a n d  c lo s e d  h is  le f t  ey e . 
H e , h e lp le s s  b e f o r e  m y  w in g e d  fists 
a n d  a ll  i g n o r a n t  o f  th e  G r e e k  s p o r t ,  
lo s t  h is  w its  a n d  s p r a n g  a t  m e  a n d  
c la s p e d  m e  m ig h ti ly  r o u n d  th e  w a is t .  
W e  w r e s tle d  so , b u t  h e  h a d  m o r e  
w e ig h t .  H e  b e n t  m e  b a c k w a r d , a n d  
h e  l i f te d  m e  h ig h , a n d  h e  d a s h e d  m e  
d o w n  u p o n  th e  y e l lo w  sa n d s .

I r o s e  a g a in ,  r e e l in g . A y e  th e n ,  
O  M in o s , a s  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  s e e n , I w as  
r a g in g . I le a p e d  a g a in s t  P h a e s to s ,  
a n d  m y  h a r d  fists b e a t  u p o n  h is  so ft  
f a c e  a  te r r i b le  d r u m m in g .  B u t  h e  
d r e w  b a c k  a n d  s h o o k  h im s e lf ,  a n d  
b lo o d  flo w ed  f r o m  h is  m o u t h  a n d  
n o se .

W h i l e  h e  s to o d  d a z e d , s h a k in g  his  
b la c k  h e a d , I s m o te  h i m  w ith  th e  
s t r a ig h t -a r m  u p o n  th e  p o in t  o f  h is  
c h in .  H e  fe ll u p o n  th e  s a n d  a n d  la y  
s t i l l .  A n d  M in o a  s h o u te d  f ro m  th e  
b e n c h e s  o f  s to n e .

I n  t h a t  b o x in g ,  O  M in o s , I s o w e d  
t h a t  w h ic h  I r e a p e d  in  E g y p t .  A y e ,  
i t  w a s  n e a r  t o  b e in g  th e  lo o s in g  o f  
m y  K h u *  to  th e  h a l ls  o f  d e a t h  a n d  
th e  ju d g m e n t -s e a t .  B u t  f o r  th e  H e 
brew ' N e s to r ,  h im  w h o m  in  E g y p t  th e y  
c a l le d  Scourge of God, a n d  in  th e  
p a l a c e  o f  th e  P h a r o a h ,  P r i n c e  M o se s , 
th e se  d isk s  o n  w h ic h  I w r i te  w 'ere  u n 
c h a s e d  c la y .

B u t  in  th e  A r e n a ,  I  tu r n e d  f ro m  
m y  f a lle n  fo e , s a lu te d  th e  lo rd s  a n d  
la d ie s  o f  C r e t e ,  a n ti w a lk e d  slow 'ly  
to w 'ard  th e  p a v e d  w a y  t h a t  le a d s  to  th e  
sea .

A n d  f o r  t r a d e  in  th e  c i ty  o f  T h e b e s ,  
w e  to o k  a b o a r d  th e  g r e a t  g a l le y  Minos- 
eye: o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r ty  p a l a c e  
ja r s ,  a r t  o l  th e  m a s t e r - p o t t e r e r  P o ie -  
t e s f ;  a  th o u s a n d  b r a c e le ts  je w e le d  an ti  
e le c t r o n -b r ig h t ;  a  h u n d r e d  c h a in s  o f  
s h in in g  a m b e r ;  a n d  s e v e n ty  ta p e r i n g  
s w o rd s  o f  b r o n z e . A n d  w e  to o k  a b o a r d  
tw e lv e  h u n d r e d  in g o ts  o f  tin  a n d  
n in e ty -s e v e n  o f  s i lv e r , a n ti tw o  h u n 
d r e d  a n ti  th ir ty - tw o  h id e s  o f  th e  w ild  
o x  f ro m  th e  h e a r t  o f  la n d s  n o r t h  o f  
E r i d a n u s .J

A ll  th e s e  w e r e  s to r e d  a w a y , a n d  th e  
s h ip  r e a d y  to r  th e  f a r in g .

C h a p t e r  T w o

Y  f a th e r  K in g  P h ra s y s  
h a d  p r o m is e d  to  m e e t  
m e  b y  th e  s e a , e r e  w e  
c le a r e d  f o r  E g y p t .  H e  
h a d  n a m e d  a  l i t t l e  h o l
lo w  in  th e  s a n d y  cliffs  

o f  th e  s h o r e  a  s c a n t  th o u s a n d  p a c e s  
f ro m  th e  p i e r  to  w h ic h  th e  K in g ’s 
g a l le y  w a s  m o o r e d :  f o r  th e  h o llo w  
s e e m e d  r e m o t e  f r o m  s p y in g  e a r s . A n d  
th e r e  I f o u n d  h i m  w a i t in g .  B u t  th e  
w e s tw a rd  s id e  o f  t h a t  h o llo w  w as  
th ic k ly  w o o d e d , a n d  I lik e d  it  n o t .

A s  th e  m e ta l  o f  m y  b o o ts  s c r a p e d  
o n  th e  s h in g le , th e  ta l l  f ig u re  o f  m y  
f a th e r  tu r n e d —a n d  h e  m a d e  a  m o 
t i o n  o f  c a u t i o n .  W h e n  I w a s  b y  h im ,  
h e  w h is p e r e d ^

" I  th o u g h t  I h e a r d  a  s o u n d  in  th e  
w o o d  o f  th e  c liff . D o  y o u  h e a r  
s o u n d s ? ”

1 s h o o k  m y  h e a d .
“ T h e  sp ie s  o f  P h a e s to s  a r c  e v e r y 

w h e r e ,"  s a id  h e . “ 1 h a v e  t h a t  to  say  
I w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  r e a c h  h o s t i le  e a r s . . . .  
W e l l ,  y o u  g o  t o  T h e b e s  ’’

“ T h e  g r e a te s t  c i ty  m a n  e v e r  b u i l t ,” 
s a id  1.

M y  f a th e r  s ig h e d  “ O f  T h e b e s ,  I 
h a v e  h a p p y  m e m o r ie s .” h e  s a id , “ a n d

• T h e  d iv in e  s p a r k ;  th e  s o u l  w as m a n  s 
Kha, h is  d o u b le ,  th e  Ba

f  T h a t  is , in  G r e e k ,  Maker F r o m  th e  
s a m e  r o o t  c o m e s  p o e t  T h e  P a la c e  J a r s  
a r e  a m o n g  th e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  e v e r  m a d e  
b y  m a n .

J A n c i e n t  n a m e  f o r  th e  P o  R i v e r  in  
n o r t h e r n  I t a ly ,  o n e  o f  E u r o p e 's  o ld e s t  
t r a d e -r o u te s .

o f  th e  g o ld e n  c i ty  H o r iz o n -o f - th e -  
S u n ’s-D isk . I t  w a s  t h e r e  I m e t  y o u n g  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  w h o  th e n  w o r 
s h ip e d  th e  O n e  G o d . H e  m a r r ie d  th e  
s is te r  o f  C h u -m -’e te n ,  s h e  w h o  is n o w  
Q u e e n  o f  E g y p t .  A n d  w h e n  th e  b o y  
c a m e  first in to  p o w e r , h is  n a m e  w as  
th e n  k n o w n  as Tut-ankh-Aten b e 
c a u s e  in  th e  ra y s  o f  th e  s u n  is th e  p o w 
e r  o f  th e  O n e  G o d  m a n if e s t .  B u t  th e  
p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  a t  T h e b e s  p l o t t e d  
to g e th e r ;  a n ti  th e y  b e g u ile d  T u t -  
a n k h - A te n  to  tu r n  h is  h e a r t  f ro m  
a d o r a t i o n  o f  th e  O n e  G o d  a n d  b o w  
d o w n  to  th e i r  id o ls ; a n d  h e  m a d e  h is  
n a m e  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n .*  A n d  T u t -  
a n k h -A m m o n  c a u s e d  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  
O n e  G o d  to  b e  c u t  off f r o m  a ll  th e  
m o n u m e n ts  o f  E g y p t .

“ A n d  in  t h a t  c i ty  o f  th e  O n e  G o d ,  
t o o ,” c o n t in u e d  m y  f a th e r  P h ra s y s ,  
“ w as th e  l i t t le  p r in c e s s  H a t h a n e ,  a 
lo v e ly  c h i ld .  W e  w e r e  o f te n  to g e th e r ,  
s h e  a n d  I. A n d  I p e e le d  o l iv e  staffs  
f o r  h e r  a n d  f o r  m e  to  u s e  as  w e  
w a lk e d  to g e th e r .  . . . H i s t !  D id  y o u  
h e a r  t h a t ? ”

“ A  tw ig  s n a p p e d ,”  s a id  I. “ S o m e  
b e a s t  in  th e  w o o d — it is n o t h i n g .”

“ T h e  g o d s  g r a n t  it ! W e l l ,  I to ld  
th e  l i t t l e  m a id  t h a t  th e  p e e le d  staff  
o f  o l iv e  w o o d  w a s  s a c r e d  to  th e  O n e  
G o d . L o o k  y o u , s h e  is n o w  w o m a n  
g r o w n , a n d  b id e s  in  th e  p a l a c e  o f  o ld  
A m e n h o te p  w h e r e  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  
d w e lls  in  T h e b e s .  I h a v e  h e a r d  
t r a v e le r s ' ta le s  t h a t  s h e  c a n  r id e  a  
h o rs e  o r  s h o o t  a  b o w  a s  w e ll as  a n y  
m a n  in  E g y p t :  a y e , s h e  is a  h u n tre s s  
m ig h ty  in  E g y p t  B e w a r e  th e  d a r ts  
o f  H a t h a n e .  b o y , for i t  is s a id  th a t  n o t  
s in c e  H e l e n  b e w itc h e d  th e  T r o j a n s  
a n d  th e  G r e e k s  h a s  w o m a n  b o r n  o f  
m e n  b e e n  as  f a i r  a s  H a t h a n e  o f  E g y p t ,  
th e  H u n t i e s s !”

I s t i r r e d  u n e a s ily .  "1  h a v e  h e a r d  
o f  H a t h a n e ,” I s a id , “ S h e  is f o r  B a b y 
lo n . I w ill  see  th e  f a c e  o f  H a t h a n e  
y o u r  h u n t r e s s  w h e n  I v is i t  th e  D o u b le

• M o r e  c o m m o n ly  w r i t t e n  T u t a n k h 
a m e n ;  b u t  h e r e  g iv e n  a? w r i t te n  o n  th e s e  
C r e t a n  d isk s .



H o u s e .*  B u t ,  F a t h e r ,  th e r e  is m a t 
te r  m o r e  u r g e n t  in  th is  h o u r  th a n  
lo v e  o f  w o m a n !”

“ Is th e r e  s o ? ” a s k e d  m y  f a th e r ,  a n d  
s m ile d . “ I th in k  k in g s  f r o m  o f  o ld  
h a v e  y ie ld e d  th r o n e s  in  b a r te r  f o r  a  
w o m a n ’s lo v e . Y o u  w ill  b e  K in g  o f  
H a g g ia  a f t e r  m e —a y e , a n d  y o u  s ta n d  
n e x t  in  s u c c e ss io n  to  th e  t h r o n e  o f  
P h a e s to s  s h o u ld  th is  s t r u t t i n g  lo r d  o f  
th e  S o u th  P a l a c e  d ie  b e f o r e  y o u . W h a t  
q u e e n  c a n  th e  w o r ld  g iv e  c o m p a r a b le  
to  H a t h a n e  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h ?  
B e a u ty  o f  f o rm  a n d  fa c e  h a s  s h e —a 
g o o d  th in g , f o r  th e s e  h o ld  th e  lo v e  o f  
m a n : b u t  b e a u ty  o f  m in d  h a s  H a t h a n e  
th e  H u n tr e s s  a ls o , a  r a r e r  e x c e l le n c e  
in  w o m a n . M y e n id e s , w h e n  y o u  b e 
h o ld  th e  f a c e  o f  H a t h a n e ,  y o u  w ill see  
n o n e  in  E g y p t  b u t  H a t h a n e —a n d  y o u  
w ill  s u e  fo r  h e r  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t -  
a n k h - A m m o n !”

“ If I lo v e  n o t ,  I m a r r y  n o t ,” s a id  I. 
“ B u t  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s  h a s  a s k e d  m e  
to  seek  o u t  th e  P r i n c e  M o se s . T h e r e  
a r e  L o w e r  E g y p t  a n d  U p p e r  E g y p t — 
a n d  th e s e  a r e  d iv id e d , y o u  h a v e  s a id , 
in to  m a n y  n o m e s . A n d  I h a v e  h e a r d  
M o se s  fled  f ro m  E g y p t  u p o n  s la y in g  
a  ta s k m a s te r —”

“ W h e n  y o u  c o m e  i n to  T h e b e s ,” d i 
r e c t e d  m y  f a th e r ,  “ c u t  y o u  a  s ta ff  o f  
th e  w o o d  o f  th e  o l iv e  t r e e ,  a n d  p e e l  
it .

“ G o  in to  th e  M a r k e tp la c e  o f  th e  
W i n e  M e r c h a n ts .  1  h e r e  s ta n d s  a n  
a n c ie n t  s to n e  p a l a c e  w i th  f o u r  g r e a t  
c o lu m n s  b e f o r e  it .  S it  d o w n  b y  th e  
la s t  p i l la r  a s  if  w e a r y , w i th  y o u r  b a c k  
a g a in s t  th e  s to n e  a n d  th e  s ta ff  o f  o l iv e

‘ P a la c e  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .

w o o d  a c r o s s  y o u r  k n e e s . A  b e g g a r  
w ill c o m e —”

“ H s t ! ”  I w h is p e r e d  h o a rs e ly , se iz 
in g  h is  a r m .  “ I d id  h e a r  s o m e th in g  
s t i r r i n g  in  th e  w o o d !”

W e  l is te n e d , b u t  a ll  w a s  s t i l l .  I 
w a s  h a l f  m in d e d  to  s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  th e  
w o o d  by th is  t im e , b u t  f a i le d  to  h e e d  
th e  in w a r d  u r g e . L ite  v o ic e  o f  th e  
O n e  G o d  w as  s p e a k in g  c a u t i o n ;  b u t  
a la s , O  M in o s , I h e e d e d  H i m  n o t !

“ S o m e  b e a s t ,”  s a id  I . “ G o  o n .”
“ A  b e g g a r  w ill c o m e ,”  r e p e a t e d  m y  

f a th e r ,  “ a n d  w h in e :
“  'A  b e a d  o f  e le c t r o n ,  a  b e a d  o f  g o ld ,  

a  b e a d  o f  iv o ry , o r  a  b e a d  o f  b r o n z e  
f o r  o n e  w h o  f o llo w e d  O n e  a n d  is lo s t ! ’

“ T h e n  d o  y o u  a n s w e r  h i m :  ‘F o r  o n e  
wrh o  f o llo w e d  O n e  a n d  is lo s t , I g iv e  
t h r i c e  w h a t  is a s k e d .’

“ G iv e  th e n  u n t o  th e  b e g g a r  th e se  
th r e e  e le c t r o n  b e a d s .”

M y  f a th e r  to o k  f r o m  h is  w a l le t  a  
b a g  o f  la m b s k in  u p o n  a  lo o p  o f  u n 
d y e d  s ilk ; a n d  h e  o p e n e d  t h a t  la m b 
s k in  b a g  a n d  s h o w e d  m e  th r e e  b e a d s  
o f  e l e c t r o n .

“ T h e y  a r e  c u r i o u s ,” s a id  I. “ T h e r e  
is  a  m a r k  o n  e a c h —a  c r o s s ."

M y  f a th e r  r e t u r n e d  th e  b e a d s  to  
th e  s h e e p s k in  b a g  a n d  h u n g  th e  lo o p  
o f  s ilk  r o u n d  m y  n e c k  a n d  d r o p p e d  
th e  b a g  w i th in  m y  m a i le d  ja c k e t .  A n d  
h e  s a id :

“ S t r a i g h t w a y  th e  b e g g a r  w ill a n 
s w e r  y o u :  ‘I t  is w r i t t e n :  H e  t h a t  g iv e s  
s h a ll  r e c e iv e . H e r e  is a  s c a r le t  s c a r 
a b . ’ ”

M y  ey es w e r e  s til l  f ix e d  w i th  f o r e 
b o d in g  o n  th e  w o o d .

“ H e  t h a t  d e l iv e r s  to  y o u  th e  s c a r le t  
s c a r a b ,  y o u  m a y  t r u s t .”  c o n t in u e d  m y  
f a th e r .  “ Y o u  w ill f o llo w  th e  b e g g a r  
w i th o u t  f e a r .”

“ W h a t  is th is  s c a r le t  s c a r a b ? ” I  
a sk e d .

“ T h e  a m u l e t  o f  th e  a g e d  P r in c e s s  
T h e r m u t h i s ,”  s a id  m y  f a th e r ,  lo w e r 
in g  h is  v o ic e ,  “ g r a n d -a u n t  o f  th e  P r i n 
cess  H a t h a n e ,  w h o m  I w o u ld  h a v e  
y o u  w e d .”

I b o w e d  m y  h e a d  in  th o u g h t ,  d r a w 
in g  w a v in g  lin e s  in  th e  s a n d  w i th  th e  
to e  o f  m y  m a ile d  b o o t .  “ W o u l d  th e  
P r in c e s s  T h e r m u t h i s  k n o w  w h e r e  
M o s e s  is?”  I a sk e d .

M y  f a th e r  la u g h e d . “ T h e r m u t h i s  is 
t h a t  d a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h  w h o  is fos
t e r -m o th e r  o f  M o s e s , f o r  sh e  f o u n d  
h im  in  h is  in f a n c y  in  a n  a r k  o f  b u l
r u s h e s  b y  th e  N i le  w h e n  s h e  w e n t  
d o w n  to  b a t h e .  A n d  s h e  to o k  th e  in 
f a n t  M o s e s  i n to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e ,  
a n d  th e  b o y  w a s  r a is e d  a n d  e d u c a te d  
w ith  th e  so n s  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .  B u t  m  
th e s e  d a y s , w h e n  th e  life  o f  M o s e s  is 
f o r f e i t ,  y o u  w ill n o t  e a s ily  g a in  th e  
e a r  o f  a g e d  T h e r m u t h i s  Y e t  sh e  w ill  
see  h im  w h o  b r in g s  h e r  th e  s c a r le t  
s c a r a b  ”

A g a in  I fe ll to  m u s in g . “ H a t h a n e  
th e  H u n tr e s s ,”  I s a id , n o t  m e a n in g  to  
s p e a k  th e  n a m e  a lo u d .  “ I l ik e  th e  
n a m e  ”

“ A n d  v e r i ly  y o u  w ill lo v e  th e  m a id ,"  
s a id  m y  f a th e r ,  a n d  la u g h e d  a g a in .  
“ N o w  m a y  th e  O n e  w a t c h  o v e r  yo u  
w h ile  w e  a r c  a b s e n t  th e  o n e  f r o m  th e  
o t h e r ;  a n d  if  by th e  E t e r n a l  W il l  w e  
m e e t  n o t  a g a i n  in  th is  life , b e  a  f a th e r  
to  o u r  p e o p le  w h e n  y o u  a r e  k in g .  
A n d  h a r k  y o u — hi in g  b a c k  th e  P r in 
cess! I w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  H a t h a n e  th e  
H u n tr e s s  w e d  in  E t h i o p i a  o r  in  B a b y 
l o n ! ”

A n d  m y  f a th e r  k issed  m e  o n  th e  
c h e e k . I tu r n e d  o n  n iv  h e e l to  c o n 
c e a l  m y  e m o t io n ,  a n d  v  e n t b a c k  s lo w 
ly  to w a r d  th e  g a l le y  Minos-eye.

A s 1 w e n t , 1 th o u g h t :  " T h o s e
s o u n d s  in  th e  w o o d ! 1 s h o u ld  h a v e  
s e a r c h e d ! If  w e  w e r e  o v e r h e a r d !  
N o w . th e  U n k n o w n  G o d  f o r b id  th a t  
a n y  m a n  f r o m  P h a e s to s  h e a r d  o u r  
w o r d s !”

I w a s  g r e a t ly  t r o u b le d ;  a n d  tu r n e d  
a b o u t ,  a n d  f a r e d  u p  in to  I d a . th e  
m o u n t a i n  o f  Z e u s ’ c a v e , to  p r a y  a n d  
to  seek  a u s p ic e s  f o r  o u r  v o y a g e . D im  
in  th e  a l ta r -s m o k e  th e  s ib y l, a ll  in  
w h ite ,  l i f te d  to  th e  g o d d e s s  th e  liv in g  
a s p .

A n d  t h r i c e  th e  se e re ss  b e s o u g h t  th e  
g o d d e s s  o f  th e  a s p , a n d  th e  g o d d e s s  w as  
s i le n t .  A n d  th e  s ib y l s t r e tc h e d  u p  
b o th  a r m s , th e  s e r p e n t  w r i th in g  a r o u n d  
h e r  w h ite  wa ists, a n d  c r ie d  s h r i l ly  to  
th e  g o d d e s s : a n d  th e  g o d d e s s  w as  si
le n t .

T h e n  th e  s ib y l c a s t  th e  s e r p e n t  u p 
o n  th e  s to n e  f lo o r  a n d  c r ie d  o u t  to  m e  
in  a lo u d  v o ic e :

“ W h y  c o m e s  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  to  
th e  S ib y l o f  th e  A s p  a d o r i n g  a n  U n 
k n o w n  G o d ?  Y o u  h a v e  w o rs h ip e d  
th e  S u n : b u t  th e  im a g e  o f  H i m  w h o  
m a d e  th e  S u n  is s e c r e te d  in  y o u r  h e a r t .

“ G o  d o w n  to  E g y p t :  b u t  tu r n  n o t  
f ro m  th e  O n e  G o d , n o r  le t  f e a r  e n te r  
y o u r  h e a r t .  S eek  y o u  M o s e s  a n d  le a r n  
o f  h i m . if  y o u  w o u ld  b e h o ld  a g a in  th e  
s h in in g  w a l ls  o f  L a b y r i n t h .

“Let Myenides beware the temples 
nf Ammon! The dark temples of 
Ptah!"

A n d  th e  se e re ss  w r i th e d  a n d  fell, 
a n d  la y  m o tio n le s s  u p o n  th e  s to n e  
f lo o r  o f  th e  c a v e  o f  Z e u s .



I p a s s e d  f o r t h  f ro m  th e  c a v e r n  to  
th e  o u t e r  m o u n ta in s i d e  a n d  f a re d  
b a c k  s lo w ly  to  th e  s h o r e  o f  th e  sea  
a n d  th e  g r e a t  g a l le y  Minos-eye.

A n d  th e r e  c a m e  a b o a r d  Minos-eye 
m y  tw e lv e  y o u th s  o f  H a g g ia  w h o  e v e r  
f a re  w i th  m e , w h o m  th e  b r a v e  A g re s -  
tes  c a p ta i n s ,  a n d  a m o n g  th e m  O r e s to s  
o f  th e  n im b le  to n g u e , w h o  sp e a k s  
E g y p t ia n ;  a n d  th r e e  c o u n s e lo r s  f ro m  
M in o s . A n d  th e  c o u n s e lo r s  w e r e :  
d a r k -b e a r d e d  N a s e s ; A tc n y d e s  th e  
F o x ;  a n d  P a r m e d e s  f r o m  P h a e s to s  
P a la c e , w h o  p lo t t e d  m y  d e a t h .

N o w , e r e  w e  s a ile d , a s  1 s to o d  b y  th e  
g a n g p la n k , t h e r e  c a m e  to  m e  a  y o u th  
in  a  w h ite  r o b e  b o r d e r e d  w i th  p u r p le ,  
a n d  g a v e  i n to  m y  h a n d  a  d isk  o f  c la y .  
A n d  I r e a d :

Look to yourself in Egypt, O 
Myenides! For the Eumenides 
have unleashed the Lord of Phaes
tos, who is for Egypt in a swift 
galley. You are now ray scepter.
Be wise in all things, and beware 
the priests of Ammon! Beware 
the priests of Ptah!

Minos.
I w as  t r o u b le d ,  f o r  I h e ld  f re s h  in  

m y  h e a r t  th e  w a r n i n g  o f  th e  s ib y l in  
th e  c a v e  o f  Z e u s . A g r e s te s , w h o  s to o d  
b y  m e , c r i e d :

“ W h a t  say s th e  d is k ? ”
I g a v e  i t  to  h im , s a y in g :
" W e  h a v e  n a u g h t  to  f e a r  in  E g y p t ,  

s a v e  A m m o n  a n d  s a v e  P t a h ! ”
A n d  1 w e n t  d o w n  t o  m y  c a b in  a n d  

d r a n k  r e d  w in e  o f  I o n i a ;  a n d  th e  c a b 
in  w a s  h e a v y  w i th  m y  g lo o m .

N o w  th is  c h a m b e r  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  
th e  g a l le y  Minos-eye w as  o f  b e a u ty  
s u c h  as  o n ly  th e  g o d s  c r e a t e .  I t  w as  
p a in te d  a n d  f re s c o e d  a n d  f u r n is h e d  
f o r  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s  h im s e lf , s h o u ld  
h e  c h o o s e  to  s a il u p o n  h e r .  T h e r e 
fo re  t h a t  c h a m b e r  o f  th e  s e a -h o u s e  w as  
k n o w n  as “ T h e  R o y a l  H o u s e ,” a n d  
w as f in ish e d  b y  t h a t  s a m e  m a s te r  w h o  
a d o r n e d  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  first Minos- 
eye. U p o n  th o s e  w a lls  a p p e a r e d  g a r 
d e n s  a n d  s h in in g  la k e s , b ird s  a n d  
b r ig h t-w in g e d  in se c ts , a n d  g o ld e n  a n d  
s ilv e r  fish a m o n g  g r e e n  r e e d s . T h e  
c e i l in g  a ls o  w a s  p a i n te d  b lu e  lik e  th e  
sky, w ith  fleecy  c lo u d s  a n d  w in g in g  
b ird s , a n d  s e t t i n g  in  its  g lo r y  o f  c r i m 
s o n , R a ’s g r e a t  d isk  o f  p u r e s t  g o ld .

T h e  R o y a l  H o u s e  w a s  h u n g  w ith  
r i c h  e m b r o id e r e d  c lo th s ;  a n d  o n  its  
t im b e r e d  f lo o r  la y  p a i n te d  r u g s  a n d  
th e  d e e p  p e lts  o f  f o r e s t  b e a s ts . A n d  
th e r e  w e r e  h u g e  j a r s  o f  w h ite  s to n e ,  
o f  th e  p r e c io u s  s to n e  a la b a s t e r ,  a n d  
ta l l  la m p s  o f  c a r v e d  s to n e . R a is e d  u p 
o n  a  d a is  w a s  a  c h a i r  l ik e  E g y p t ’s 
th r o n e , its  b a s e  o f  g i ld e d  w o o d  r e s t 
in g  u p o n  l io n s ’ b a c k s ; a n d  e a c h  a r m  
lik e  u n t o  a  tw is te d  a s p  e n d in g  in  a  
w o m a n ’s h e a d . A n  e a g le  s p r e a d  w in g s  
a b o v e  th e  h ig h  b a c k , w h o s e  ey es w e r e  
c a r n e l ia n s ,  a n d  r u b ie s  b e y o n d  p r ic e  
g lo w e d  c r im s o n  in  th e  f la s h in g  w in g s .  
O  M in o s , f o r  y o u r  e a s e  th is  t h r o n e  w as

p la c e d ,  to  h o n o r  y o u r  g r e a tn e s s  w ith  
i ts  b e a u ty .  A n d  I ,  th e  a r c h o n  o f  M i
n o s , d a r e d  s i t  in  t h a t  s e a t !

I s a t  o n  th e  t h r o n e  o f  M in o s  a n d  
s ip p e d  r e d  w in e  f r o m  a  s i lv e r  c y a th u s .  
A  m a ss y  s ta n d  o f  a l a b a s t e r  b e a r in g  a n  
a la b a s t e r  b o w l s to o d  n e a r  a  c a r v e n  
ta b le  o f  c e d a r -w o o d  a n d  iv o ry . I n  
th e  w id e  s a lv e r  o f  th e  la m p , a  b r o a d  
w ic k  f lo a te d  o n  g r e e n  o il  a n d  c a s t  
m e llo w  lig h t  o v e r  th e  g lo w in g  c o lo r s  
o f  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e .

A n d  e v e n  as  o f  o ld  to  y o u , O  M in o s ,  
c a m e  y o u r  c a p t a i n  D e u k o s , w h o  t a u g h t  
m e  s w o r d p la y  in  m y  y o u th ,  to  m e  
s e a te d  in  y o u r  c h a i r  o f  s ta te  c a m e  th e  
c a p t a i n  o f  m y  g u a r d  A g r e s te s  o f  H a g -  
g ia .

“ C u p s  a r e  o n  th e  ta b le ,  a n d  a  e w e r  
o f  w in e , O  A g r e s te s ,” s a id  I . " D r i n k .”

“ A ll  th e  m e r c h a n d is e  is s to w e d  
a w a y , a n d  w e  a r e  e a s tw a r d  b o u n d ,” 
s a id  A g r e s te s , l i f t in g  a  c u p  o f  e l e c t r o n  
a n d  b r im m i n g  i t  w i th  th e  w in e .

“ A y e ,”  s a id  I m o o d ily ,  “ a n d  w e  
to o k  a b o a r d  e v il , e r e  th e  r e d  b u lls ’- 
h e a d s  u p o n  o u r  s a ils  w e r e  t a u t  in  th e  
b r e e z e . A l l ’s w e ll  o n  d e c k ? ”

“ Y o u  s h o u ld  h a v e  s ta y e d  a b o v e  to  
see  o u r  s a i l i n g ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s ,  q u a ffin g  
h is w in e . “ A  f a ir  s ig h t  is a  g r e a t  s h ip  
k e e l in g  in  a  f a v o r in g  w in d ! A ll  a lo n g  
o u r  c y p re s s  b u lw a r k s  s ta n d  o u r  ta l l  
d o u b le -c i r c l e  s h ie ld s . T h e  lo n g  sw eep s  
tu g  m ig h ti ly  a t  th e  c u r d l i n g  g r e e n  
w a te r s  o f  P o n tu s ;  a n d  th e  h a ly a r d s  
sin g . U n d e r  th e  p r o w , f o rk e d  a n d  
lo f ty , th e  c u tw a te r  h isses  f r o m  o u r  
s p e e d .

“ G o  o n  d e c k , m y  P r i n c e !  T h e  
b r e a t h  o f  th e  s h ip  is s w e e t w i th  ta n g  
o f  s e a -m is t  a n d  s p ic e  o f  t a r r y  r o p e s .  
A n d  ju s t  as  I w a s  t u r n i n g  to  c o m e  
b e lo w , a  d o lp h in ,  s y m b o l o f  o u r  sea- 
s ta te ,  g a m b o le d  a b e a m —a  n o b le  o m e n  
f o r  w h ic h  I th a n k  A p h r o d i t e  b o r n  o f  
s e a -f o a m . A  d o lp h in ,  O  M y e n id e s !”

" Y o u  a r e  m o r e  p o e t  th a n  w a r r i o r ,  
th is  d a y ,”  s a id  I to  th e  c a p t a i n  o f  m y  
g u a r d .

" Y o u  h a v e  l e a r n e d  o f  E g y p t  f ro m  
y o u r  f a th e r  P h r a s y s ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s , a  
q u e s t io n  in  h is  v o ic e .

" M y  f a th e r  d w e lt  in  th e  D o u b le  
H o u s e  o f  th e  G o o d  G o d —f o r  so  in  
E g y p t  th e y  c a l l  th e  P h a r a o h ,” I s a id .

“ T h e  D o u b le  H o u s e ? ”  r e p e a te d  
A g r e s te s .

“ T h e  r o y a l  p a l a c e ,”  s a id  I. “ A n d  
m y  f a th e r  b e c a m e  ’F r i e n d  o f  th e  
P h a r a o h , ’ f o r  h e  r e c e i v e d  o f  h im  n e c k 
p ie c e s  o f  je w e ls  a n d  g o ld ,  a n d  a r m -  
r in g s  b e y o n d  p r ic e .  A n d  w i th  th e  
p r in c e ,  P h a r a o h ’s s o n , m y  f a th e r  s tu d 
ie d  in  th e  C i ty  o f  th e  S u n , in  th e  te m 
p le  o f  O n : a n d  l a t e r ,  w h e n  th e  P h a r 
a o h  a b a n d o n e d  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h  a n d  
b u il t  h is  n e w  c i ty  H o r iz o n -o f - th e -  
S u n ’s-D isk  to  th e  O n e  G o d , m y  f a th e r  
w e n t  th e r e  w i th  th e  r o y a l  o f  b lo o d  
a n d  le a r n e d  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  O n e  
G o d .”

" T h e  g o d  R a - H a r m a c h i s ,”  s a id  A g 
re s te s .

“ A  b a r b a r i a n  n a m e ,”  s a id  I. “ I c a ll  
H i m  th e  Unknown God. S o  it  w as  
t h a t  m y  f a th e r  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  E g y p t ia n  
a n d  th e  s e c r e ts  o f  th e  Mysterious 
Books. A y e , A g r e s te s , a n d  m a g ic  to o  
o f  th e  d a r k  te m p le s .  M a g ic ,  t o o .”

“ I n  th e  A r e n a ,  ju s t  n o w ,”  r e m a r k e d  
A g r e s te s , “ y o u  t r ie d  n o  m a g ic  o n  th e  
K in g  o f  P h a e s to s —”

" H a d  I n e e d  o f  m a g ic ? ”  I a s k e d . 
" B u t  th is  m a g ic  is f o r  c h i l d r e n :  to  
c h a n g e  a  s ta ff  i n to  a  s e r p e n t ,  w a t e r  in 
to  b lo o d  o r  w in e  a s  y o u  w is h —th a t  
m a k e s  a  d a y ’s w o n d e r  f o r  th e  c ro w d .  
I t ’s s m a ll  m a t t e r —”

" W e  v o y a g e  fa s t  d e a t h w a r d ,”  sa id  
A g r e s te s  w i th  a  s ig h . “ T h e r e  is p e r i l  
a h e a d .”

" A n d  p e r i l  o n  th is  g a l le y ,”  I r e 
p l ie d . “ A g r e s te s , n a m e  y o u  th e  c o u n 
s e lo rs  w ise  M in o s  h a s  s e n t  w ith  u s  to  
T h e b e s .”

“ Y o u  s a w  th e m  c o m e  a b o a r d .  L o r d  
P r i n c e ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s .  “ W h a t  m a d 
n ess is in  M in o s , to  n a m e  a  c o u n s e lo r  
f r o m  d o u b le -d e a l in g  P h a e s to s !”

" P h a e s to s  g r o w s  to o  s t r o n g ,”  s a id  
I ,  n o d d in g  m y  h e a d .

“ S h o u ld  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  d i e ,”  
s u g g e s te d  A g r e s te s , " M i n o s  w ill m a k e  
y o u  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s .”

“ A n d  c u t  o ff th e  s o n  o f  P h a e s to s ,” 
I a n s w e r e d  h a r s h ly . " S a y  n o  m o re i  
o f  t h a t —th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  k n o w s! 
i t  a ll  to o  w e l l—a n d  th e  K in g  liv es . 
H a v e  1 n o t  d o n e  h a r m  e n o u g h ?  T h e  
K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  f a re s  to  E g y p t ,  to  
seek  to  w r e c k  m y  e m b a s s y . A n d  h is  
f r ie n d , m a s t e r  o f  th e  S o u th  P a l a c e ,  
th e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s , is o n e  o f  m y  
c o u n s e lo r s  a n d  g o e s  w i th  m e  to  A m e n -  
h o t e p ’s P a l a c e .  W e  w ill  s te p  w a r ily ,  
m y  f r ie n d , w h e n  w e  t r e a d  th e  s tr e e ts  
o f  T h e b e s .”

“ M y  L o r d  P r i n c e  h a s  th e  w isd o m  
o f  h is  g r a n d f a t h e r  N e s t o r ,”  d e c la r e d  
A g r e s te s  w ith  a  s m ile . “ G r e a t e r



y o u r  g lo r y , w h e n  y o u  r e t u r n  t r i u m p h a n t  w i th  a  f le e t o f  
E g y p t - ”

“ I h a v e  b u t  o n e  f a c e ,”  s a id  I ,  “ a n d  m y  s p e e c h  is  p l a in .  
C a l l  th e  th r e e  c o u n s e lo r s  h e r e .”

“ W h a t  w o u ld  y o u  d o ? ”  p r o t e s t e d  A g r e s te s  i n  a la r m .
“ S c o tc h  a  s n a k e  b e f o r e  i t  c a n  s t r ik e ,”  s a id  I . “ I f  I  h o ld  

s o m e  w is d o m  f r o m  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  N e s to r ,  I  k n o w  w e ll  
w h e n  m y  y o u th  is o n  t r i a l .  F o r  w h a t  r e a s o n ,  th in k  y o u ,  
b r a v e  c a p t a i n ,  h a s  M in o s  s e t  a m o n g  u s  th is  t r a i t o r  P a r -  
m e d e s ? ”

“ M in o s  w o u ld  s e e  w h a t  y o u  w ill  d o , a n d —"  b e g a n  
A g r e s te s .

“ H e  s h a ll  se e  w h a t  I  w il l  d o ! ”  I  c r i e d ,  s t r a ig h te n i n g  
in  th e  th r o n e -s e a t  a n d  s t r ik in g  th e  c e d a r n  t a b le  w i th  
c le n c h e d  fist. “ C a l l  th e  c o u n s e lo r s .”

T h e  r o u n d -b o t t o m e d  c u p  o f  A g r e s te s  r o l l e d  u p o n  th e  
ta b le ,  s p i l l in g  w h a t  w a s  le f t  o f  its  w in e  o v e r  th e  e d g e  
u p o n  th e  b e a r s k in  r u g  a t  h is  f e e t .  H e  r o s e  a n d  b o w e d  
a n d  le f t  th e  c h a m b e r .

T h e  th r e e  c o u n s e lo r s  o f  M in o s  s to o d  p r e s e n t ly  b e f o r e  
m e : d a r k -b e a r d e d  N a s e s , th e  f o x  A te n y d e s , a n d  th e  
t r e a c h e r o u s  P a r m e d e s .

“ Y o u  a r e  m y  c o u n s e lo r s ,”  s a id  I ,  d r a w i n g  m y  b r o n z e  
s w o r d  a n d  la y in g  i t  n a k e d  u p o n  t h e  t a b le  b e f o r e  m e .  
“ B u t  M in o s  h a s  b e e n  o v e r g e n e r o u s  w i th  h is  e m b a s s y :  
/  have no need of three.”

P a r m e d e s  s te p p e d  o n e  p a c e  n e a r e r  th e  d a is . “ W e  w e r e  
n a m e d  b y  M in o s , lo r d  o f  k in g s  a n d  o f  th e  w id e  M id  
S e a !”  h e  c r ie d .

“ I  a m  m a s t e r  o f  th e  t r a d i n g  a n d  m a s t e r  o f  th e  s h ip ,”  
s a id  I .  “ I a m  a m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  th e  c o u r t  o f  C r e t e  to  
th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  a t  T h e b e s .  I  a m  lo r d  o f  th e  liv es  
o f  a l l  m e n  o n  th is  g a l le y : lo r d  o f  th e  liv e s  o f  th e  h e r o e s  
o f  m y  c re w , th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  m y  g u a r d —a y e , a n d  l o r d  o f  
th e  liv e s  o f  th e  r o y a l  c o u n s e lo r s .”

“ Y o u  d a r e  n o t —”  c h o k e d  P a r m e d e s ,  g r o w i n g  p a le .
“ D a r e  n o t? ”  I  a s k e d  g e n t ly ,  r i s in g  a n d  t o u c h i n g  th e  

b r o n z e  s w o r d  b e f o r e  m e . " D a r e  n o t?  I  k n o w  n o t  th o s e  
w o rd s , P a r m e d e s . I  d a r e d  m e e t  th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  in  
th e  A r e n a  w i th  k e e n  s w o rd s ; I  d a r e d  s t r ik e  h i m  t o  th e  
y e l lo w  s a n d s  w i th  s t r a i g h t  a r m  o f  G r e e k  b o x e r s .  I f  I 
f e a r  n o t  th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ,  th in k  y o u  I q u a i l  b e f o r e  
h is  m in i o n ? ”

“ C o n s id e r  w e l l  w h a t  y o u  d o —”  b e g a n  P a r m e d e s  a g a in .
“ A  w ise  m a n  c o n s id e r s  w e l l  w h a t  h e  s h a ll  d o , w e ig h s  

w ith  c a r e  th e  w o rd s  h e  s h a ll  s p e a k , b e f o r e  h e  e n te r s  u p 
o n  a n y  g r e a t  u n d e r ta k in g .  H e  w ill  b a l a n c e  th e  k n o w n  
g o o d  a g a i n s t  th e  k n o w n  e v i l—”

“ E v i l? ”  c r i e d  P a r m e d e s .  “ T h i s  is th e  K in g ’s s h i p !”
“ I  h a v e  b a l a n c e d  th e  tw o  c o u n s e lo r s  a g a i n s t  y o u , P a r 

m e d e s ,”  s a id  I .  “ S u r e ly  w e  n e e d  n o  d e e p  p h ilo s o p h y  
to  k n o w  t h a t  tw o  m e n  w e ig h  m o r e  t h a n  o n e . O f  w h a t  
n e e d  h a v e  I ,  th e n , o f  three c o u n s e lo r s ? ”

“ T h i s  is a  f a te f u l  e m b a s s y ,”  s a id  P a r m e d e s  h o a r s e ly .  
“ A n d  y o u  a r e  y o u n g —”

“ H a v e  e i t h e r  o f  th e  o t h e r  tw o  c o u n s e lo r s  a u g h t  to  
sa y ?”  I  a s k e d .

“ T h i s  is y o u r  b u s in e s s ,”  s a id  N a s e s  “ T h e  ju d g m e n t  
s h a ll  b e  y o u r s .”

" H e  w h o  is w ise  in  b a t t le  w ill  g u a r d  h is  f a c e ,”  s a id  
th e  F o x .

“ T h e  e m b a s s y  m u s t  a n d  s h a ll  s u c c e e d !” I  c r i e d .  “ W is 
d o m  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  m in d  o f  o n e  m a n —a n d  th a t ,  
o f  a  y o u th  as  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  s a id  t r u l y —s h o u ld  b e  
m a d e  r i c h e r  b y  th e  w is d o m  o f  c o u n s e lo r s .  B u t  s h a ll  I ,  
w h o  v o y a g e  t o  T h e b e s  a s  M in o s ’ v o ic e —s h a l l  I l i s te n  to  
th e  c o u n s e l  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  e v il  to w a r d  m e  i n  h is  h e a r t ?  
A y e , P a r m e d e s , a n d  e v e n  d e a t h  in  h is  th o u g h t  f o r  th e  E m 
b a ssy  o f  M in o s ?  T h a t  w o u ld  b e  w o r s e  t h a n  f o lly ;  t h a t  
w o u ld  b e  m a d n e s s .  A n d  b e l ie v e  m e , c o u n s e lo r s ,  I  w h o  
a s  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  h a v e  d e f e n d e d  w e ll  th e  w id e  c o a s ts  
o f  C r e t e —/  am sane.”

“ D o  y o u  t h r e a t e n  m e ? ”  e x c la im e d  th e  lo r d  o f  th e  
P h a e s to s  P a l a c e .

“ I  w ill  n o t  e n t e r  th e  c o u r t  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  w itl j  
a  s in g le  f o l lo w e r  w h o m  I  d o  n o t  t r u s t ,”  s a id  I .  " A m  I  
n o t  f r o m  th e  a l t a r s  o f  G e i a  a n d  Z e u s , a n d  is  n o t  th e  
P h a r a o h  h ig h - p r ie s t  o f  A m m o n ?  B y  th e  g o d s , w h a t  
m in d  w ill  th e  p l o t t i n g  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  h a v e  f o r  th e  
C r e t a n  w h o  c o m e s  w i th  g a r m e n ts  s t i l l  s m o k y  f r o m  th e  
a l ta r -f ir e s  o f  Z e u s ?  A n d  b e h o ld , o n e  o f  m y  th r e e  c o u n 
s e lo r s  is o f  P h a e s to s ,  w h o s e  k i n g  is a  h i e r o p h a n t  o f  A m 
m o n ’s, a n d  h a s  b u i l t  a n  a l t a r  to  th e  E g y p t i a n  g o d  in  
th e  g r e a t  S o u th  P a l a c e !  S h a ll  th is  m a n  s ta n d  b e f o r e  
P h a r a o h  a t  m y  s id e , w h e n  th e  h o u r  is h e a v y  w i th  th e  
h o p e s  o f  C r e t e ,  a n d  th e  d e s t in y  o f  L a b y r i n t h  is p u t  to  th e  
p r o o f ? ”

“ W o u l d  y o u  s la y  m e ? ”  g a s p e d  P a r m e d e s .
“ B u t  n o w  in  th e  A r e n a  I s p a r e d  th e  life  o f  y o u r  K in g ,”  

I  a n s w e r e d  h i m . “ W o u l d  I s p a r e  th e  K in g  a n d  s la y  th e  
s u b je c t?  Y o u r  life  is s a fe  in  m y  k e e p in g  t i ll  y o u  h a v e  
f o r f e i t e d  th e  r i g h t  to  l iv e . F o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  P a r m e d e s ,  
y o u  s h a l l  liv e .

“ B u t  y o u r  freedom, P a r m e d e s !  F r o m  th is  h o u r ,  y o u r  
f r e e d o m  e n d s  t i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  w e  r i d e  a n c h o r  in  th e  f a i r 
w a y  o ff  th e  C r e t a n  s h o r e .

“ G u a r d s !  F e t t e r s  f o r  th e  c o u n s e lo r  P a r m e d e s !  P l a c e  
h i m  in  th e  s t r o n g  c h a m b e r ;  s e e  t h a t  h e  is w e l l  s e rv e d ;  
b u t  g u a r d  h i m  b y  d a y  a n d  b y  n i g h t  o n  p e r i l  o f  y o u r  
l iv e s . A w a y  w i th  h i m ! ”

A n d  I t u r n e d  to  N a s e s  a n d  A te n y d e s .
“ I  h a v e  f a i th  in  y o u  tw o ,”  I  to ld  h i m . “ O u r  t h r e e  

m in d s  s h a l l  m a k e  o n e  m in d ,  to  b e n d  to  o u r  d e s ire s  th e  
w ill o f  th e  P h a r a o h .  W h e n  I n e e d  c o u n s e l ,  I w ill c a l l  
f o r  y o u .”

A n d  th e  tw o  c o u n s e lo r s  b o w e d  a n d  p a s s e d  o u t ;  b u t  
N a s e s  a s  h e  p a s s e d  s a id :

“ T h e r e  b e  m o r e  w is d o m  in  th is  y o u n g  p r in c e  th a n  
o n e  w o u ld  fin d  in  a  c i ty  o f  p h i lo s o p h e r s !”

A g r e s te s  s a id  to  m e : “ W e l l  d o n e . I w ill  b r e a t h e  f r e e r ,  
n o w —a t  le a s t  t i l l  w e  t i e  u p  t o  th e  p o r t  o f  T h e b e s .”

“ Y o u  w ill  t ie  u p  t o  th e  p o r t  o f  T h e b e s ,”  s a id  I . “ I  
w ill  n o t  b e  w i th  y o u .”

“ Y o u —n o t  o n  th e  g a l l e y !”  e x c la im e d  A g r e s te s  in  d is
m a y . “ W h e r e ,  L o r d  P r i n c e — ”

“ W h e n  I  e n t e r  T h e b e s ,”  I s a id , “ I w ill e n t e r  a lo n e .”

C h a p t e r  T h r e e

H E  s h ip s  o f  M in o s  c a n  m a k e  th e  m o u t h  o f  
th e  N i le  in  five d a y s . B u t  w e  s a il  n o t  
f r o m  C r e t e  in  a  s t r a i g h t  l in e  t h i th e r w a r d ,  
b u t  p u t  in  a t  A f r i c  p o r t s ;  a n d  th o u g h  th e  
n e w  g a l le y  Minos-eye s te p p e d  th r e e  m a s ts  
u p o n  h e r  s t o u t  d e c k s  a n d  w e  w e r e  a id e d  

b y  tw o  h u n d r e d  g r e a t  sw e e p s , i t  w a s  s i x  d a y s  b e f o r e  w e  
s ig h te d  th e  lo w  a n d  w o o d e d  m a r s h l a n d s  t h a t  l ie  off th e  
e n t r a n c e  i n to  E g y p t .

W e  t a r r i e d  o n  o u r  w a y  tw e n ty -f o u r  h o u r s  in  a n  A f r i c  
h a v e n ,  w h e r e  I  b o u g h t  a  s m a l l  s la n t -s a i le d  c r a f t  a n d  h a d  
h e r  la s h e d  a m id s h ip s  u p o n  th e  d e c k  o f  Minos-eye. A n d  
I s to r e d  h e r  w i th  fo o d s  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  w in e , a n d  I  p u t  
i n to  h e r  h o ld  a  fe w  p a l a c e  ja r s  o f  b e a u ty ,  a n d  s u n d r y  
c h a in s  o f  a m b e r  a n d  c h a in s  o f  g o ld , a n d  a  d o z e n  g r e a t  
h id e s , a n d  s o m e  in g o ts  o f  t i n  a n d  in g o ts  o f  b r o n z e .

S o  w e  e n t e r e d  th e  la n d  o f  th e  d e l t a ,  r e a l m  o f  th e  
a w f u l s n a k e  g o d d e s s  U a d ’t ;  b u t  o f  th e s e  s w a m p s , th e  
n a t i v e  g o d  is S u te c h . H e r e  w e  a n c h o r e d  in  a  l i t t l e  b ig h t  
o f  th e  la n d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  r e e d -b o a t  n e a r  t h e  f a r t h e r  
s h o r e , a n d  in  h e r  w e r e  w i ld - h a i r e d  m e n  c la d  in  g a r m e n ts  
w o v e n  o f  r u s h e s . A n d  th e  m e n  w e r e  s n a r i n g  b ir d s .

A g r e s te s ,  w h o  s to o d  b y  m e  a t  th e  b u lw a r k s , a s  w e  la y  
a t  a n c h o r  in  th e  b ig h t ,  p o in t e d  t h e m  o u t .

“ Y o u r  f a t h e r  in  h is  w is d o m  t a u g h t  y o u  o f  E g y p t ,”  sa id  
A g r e s te s  in  s u r p r is e .  “ I s  n o t  E g y p t  q u e e n  o f  c iv i l iz e d  
m a n ?  B u t  y o n d e r  m e n  o f  th e  m a t t e d  h a i r  h a l f  n a k e d  in  
th e i r  r u s h -c lo th e s ,  c a n  th e s e  b e  E g y p t ia n s ? ”



“ E g y p t  d o e s  l i t t l e  w i th  th is  m a r s h y  w i ld e r n e s s ,”  s a id  
I , " t h o u g h  t h e r e  is s o m e  te m p le  h e r e ,  n o w  n e g le c te d .  
T h e s e  b e  n o  E g y p t ia n s ,  b u t  b i r d -s n a r e r s ,  f is h e r m e n ,  
s h e p h e r d s , s a v a g e  m e n  w h o m  E g y p t ia n s  c a l l  th e  S o c h e te ,  
o r  P e o p le  o f  th e  S w a m p s . S e e  t h a t  th e  s e a -w a r r io r s  a r e  
a l e r t  th is  n i g h t ,  le s t  th e  S o c h e te  b o a r d  u s  a n d  b u r n  u s. 
N o w  w e  s h a ll  p r e s e n t ly  a p p r o a c h  th e  c i ta d e l  W h i t e  W a l l ,  
th e  a n c ie n t  c a p i t a l  M e n n u f e r .*  T h e  p y r a m id s  a r e  
th e r e ,  a n d  th e  s m a l le r  to m b s  o f  th e  o l d  lo r d s . B e f o r e  w e  
r e a c h  th e  W h i t e  W a l l ,  w e  w ill  t i e  u p  to  th e  r iv e r b a n k  
a n d  s e t  m y  l i t t l e  v esse l in  th e  s t r e a m .”

“ I  w ill  g o  w i th  y o u ,”  a s s e r te d  A g r e s te s ,  o b s t in a t e  s til l .
“ F r o m  th e  m o m e n t  th e  t r a d i n g  b o a t  is in  th e  r i v e r ,” 

s a id  I ,  “ I  a m  o n ly  a  s e a - t r a d e r .  T h e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  is 
n o t  w i th  y o u ; y o u  h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f  h im . Y o u  w ill 
g iv e  m e  O r e s to s  o f  th e  n im b le  to n g u e ,  w h o  sp e a k s  E g y p 
t i a n  lik e  o n e  in  E g y p t  b o r n ,  a n d  s ix  c h o s e n  h e r o e s  o f  m y  
g u a r d ,  w h o  w ill s a il  th is  c r a f t  a n d  d e f e n d  it ,  i f  d a n g e r  
t h r e a t e n .”

“ Y o u  a r e  t a l l e r  t h a n  th e  m e n  o f  E g y p t ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s .  
“ Y o u  h a v e  a  r o y a l  a i r .  M e n  w ill  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o  
m e r e  s e a - t r a d e r .”

“ I a m  a  C r e t a n ,”  s a id  I, “ c o m e  h i t h e r  f r o m  th e  G r e e n  
S e a , f r o m  th e  f a r  isles . I  w ill  p la y  th e  p a r t .  I  h a v e  a  
c o s tu m e  r e a d y —”

“ B u t  th e  g o o d  b r o n z e  a r m o r ! ”  c r i e d  A g r e s te s  in  a la r m .  
“ A  t r e a c h e r o u s  s w o r d  p ie r c e s  a l l  d is g u is e s —a n d  y o u  
a lo n e .”

“ I n  E g y p t ,”  s a id  I ,  “ t h e r e  is a n  a n c i e n t  w is d o m : ‘I f  
th o u  a r t  g o o d ,’ th e  o ld  p h i lo s o p h e r  P t a h -h e te p  %aid, 
‘t h o u  s h a l t  b e  r e g a r d e d ;  a n d  in  c o m p a n y  o r  in  s o li tu d e ,  
th o u  f in d e st th y  h e lp e r s ,  a n d  th e y  d o  th y  c o m m a n d s .’ 
A n d  I w ill  w e a r  b r o n z e  u n d e r  th e  l i n e n ."

■ “ Y o u  s p e a k  lik e  y o u r  f a t h e r ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s .  “ H e  is 
e v e r  q u o t i n g  p r o v e r b s  o f  E g y p t .  A n d  I a ls o  r e m e m b e r  
o n e  o f  th e m : ‘G o  n o t  a m o n g  th e  m u l t i t u d e , ’ th e  K in g  
o f  H a g g i a  h a s  q u o te d  t o  m e , ‘—g o  n o t  a m o n g  th e  m u l t i 
tu d e  le s t  th y  n a m e  b e  f o u l e d .’ A n d  y o u  p la n  to  e n t e r  
g r e a t  T h e b e s — a l o n e !”

“ I n  E g y p t ,”  I a n s w e r e d  h im , " m e n  b e l ie v e  t h a t  w h e n  
th e y  s ta n d  b e f o r e  O s ir is  th e  ju d g e ,  i f  th e i r  s o u ls  c a n  c ry  
o u t  t r u ly , ‘I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  w e a k !’ a n d  th e  w e ig h e r  o f  
h e a r ts  fin d s t h a t  is t r u e ,  th e y  w ill  e n t e r  th e  H a p p y  F ie ld s .  
I w ill  r e a c h  m y  g o a l  a n d  d o  M in o s ’ e r r a n d ,  f o r  o ld  P ta h -  
h e t e p  h a s  p r o m is e d : ‘I f  th o u  g o e s t  in  th e  s t r a ig h t  r o a d ,  
t h o u  s h a l t  r e a c h  th e  i n te n d e d  p l a c e . ’ ”

A g r e s te s  s ig h e d . “ Y o u  k n o w  m o r e  o f  E g y p t  t h a n  I , ”  
h e  s a id . “ B u t ,  O  M y e n id e s , I  f e a r  f o r  y o u !”

“ L e t  P h a e s to s  f e a r ,”  s a id  I ,  " f o r  I  s h a ll  l e a r n  w h e r e  
h e  lu rk s  a n d  s tr ik e  h im  d o w n : a n d  t h a t ,  n o t  to  w in  h is  
c r o w n , b u t  to  m a k e  sa fe  m y  l i f e .”

T h a t  n ig h t ,  as  w e  la y  in  th e  s w a m p , a  lo u d  o u t c r y  u p 
o n  th e  d e c k  a w o k e  m e . A n d  I s n a tc h e d  tip  a  lin e n  r o b e ,  
a n d  m y  b e l t  w i th  s w o r d  a n d  s h e a th , a n d  r u s h e d  u p w a r d ,  
b u c k l i n g  th e  l e a t h e r  a r o u n d  m e . A g r e s te s  m e t  m e  a t  th e  
c o m p a n io n -h e a d .

“ O  M y e n id e s !”  h e  c r ie d . “ T h e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s  h a s  
s la in  h is  g u a r d  a n d  e s c a p e d ! H e  c a l le d  f o r  w a t e r ;  a n d  
w h e n  th e  g u a r d  p a s s e d  h im  th e  b o w l, P a r m e d e s  s m o te  
th e  f e llo w  o n  th e  h e a d , f r e e d  h im s e lf  o f  th e  s h a c k le s ,  
a n d  r e a c h e d  th e  d e c k .”

“ C l e a r  a w a y  th e  b o a t s !”  I  s h o u te d . “ C o m e !  B id  th e  
g u a r d  f o l lo w !”

“ A  b o o tle s s  e f f o r t ,”  a n s w e r e d  A g r e s te s  w i th  a  g r o a n .  
“ P a r m e d e s  p l u n g e d  in t o  th e  s e a . W e  s h o t  a  f lig h t o f  
a r r o w s  a t  h is  w a k e  in  th e  m o o n l i g h t ,  b u t  h e  m a d e  off  
c le a r  o f  th e m . H e  la n d e d  in  th e  m a r s h  a n d  v a n is h e d  
a m o n g  th e  t r e e s .”

“ N o w , Z e u s  g u a r d  u s !”  I  e x c l a i m e d .  “ F o r  w h o  k n o w s  
w h a t  t h e  t r a i t o r  m a y  h a v e  le a r n e d  o f  o u r  p l a n s !”

“ G iv e  u p  y o u r  m a d  v o y a g e  a lo n e ,”  u r g e d  A g r e s te s .  
“ D e a t h ’s lo o s e d  a g a i n s t  y o u  o n  th e  N i l e .”

*  M em phis.

Etching by Yngve E. Soderberg

I se iz e d  h im  b y  th e  s h o u ld e r .
“ W h a t  E g y p t i a n  d e a t h  c a n  s c a t h e  m e ? ” I w h is p e r e d  in  

h is  e a r .  " I  w o r s h ip  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d . H e  is g r e a te r  
th a n  a n i m a l  g o d s : th e  p a c k  w ill  fly y e l p in g  b e f o r e  H i m ! ”  

“ D o e s  y o u r  g o d  r u le  in  E g y p t ? ”  d e m a n d e d  A g re s te s ,  
g r o a n in g .  “ H e r e ,  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h  a r e  g r e a t ;  le s s e r  g o d s , 
w i th o u t  n u m b e r ;  a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e i r  f o u l  a l ta r s ,  
a  m u l t i t u d e ;  a n d  e v e r y  p r ie s t  a g a i n s t  y o u  w i th  m a g ic — 
a n d  w i th  s w o r d .”

" I  w ill  f e a s t  w i th  P h a r a o h ,” I a s s u re d  A g r e s te s , “ a n d  
I  w ill  c o m e  o u t  o f  E g y p t  w i th  a n  E g y p t i a n  fle e t. A y e ,  
a n d  I m a y  c o m e  f o r t h  o u t  o f  E g y p t  w i th  P h a r a o h ’s 
d a u g h t e r  as  m y  b r id e .  H u n t i n g  in  E g y p t  is g o o d  s p o r t ,  
n o  d o u b t —b u t  w e  h a v e  b ir d s  to  s h o o t  in  C r e t e .”

“ H a !  Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  ta le s  o f  th e  lo v e lin e s s  o f  H a t h -  
a n e  th e  H u n t r e s s !”  c r i e d  A g r e s te s ,  a n d  la u g h e d . “ B u t  
m e n  say  s h e  is f o r  th e  b e d  o f  B a b y l o n .  W h o  a r e  y o u , to  
w e d  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h ? ”

“ I a m  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,”  s a id  I ,  “ a n d  I  r e t u r n  to  
th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  to  s le e p . D o  y o u  lik e w ise , A g r e s te s ,  a n d  
le a v e  th e  m a r r y i n g  o f  H a t h a n e  th e  H u n tr e s s  to  m e .”

C h a p t e r  F o u r

E  to o k  in  a n c h o r ,  o n  th e  d a y  f o l lo w in g  th e  
e s c a p e  o f  th e  P h a e s t ia n  lo r d , s p r e a d  o u r  
s a ils  to  a  f a v o r in g  b r e e z e , a n d  s to o d  a w a y  
f o r  th e  w e s t  b r a n c h  o f  th e  N i le .  T h e  s u n  
j u s t  s h o w e d  a  g o ld e n  r i m  o v e r  th e  to p s  o f  
th e  m a r s h  tr e e s . T h e  w ild  b ir d s  w e r e  

s q u a w k in g  w i th  lo u d  n o is e  w h e r e  th e y  f e d  o n  th e  b a n k s .  
A n d  w e  m o v e d  s w if tly  to w a r d  th e  W h i t e  W a l l .
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W h e n  I ju d g e d  w e  h a d  s a ile d  h a l f  th e  d i s t a n c e  to  th e  
a n c ie n t  c a p i t a l ,  I d i r e c te d  th e  h e lm s m a n  to  s te e r  u s  fo r  
th e  e a s te r n  s h o r e . T h e r e  w e  a n c h o r e d ,  a n d  s e t o v e r  th e  
s m a ll c r a f t .  O r e s to s  a n d  th e  s ix  m e n  c h o s e n  f r o m  th e  
g u a r d ,  b r a v e  y o u th s  o f  H a g g ia ,  b o a r d e d  h e r ,  a n d  1 w as  
r e a d y  to  b e  off.

1 c a l le d  A g r e s te s  to  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  a n d  g a v e  in to  
h is  h a n d  a  p a p y r u s  s h e e t.

“ Y o u  a r e  m a s te r  o f  Minos-eye t i l l  w e  m e e t  a g a in  a t  
T h e b e s , "  I  to ld  h im . “ H e r e  is y o u r  r o y a l  g r a n t ,  g iv in g  
r i g h t  to  sh ip s  o f  C r e t e  to  t ie  u p  a t  th e  p o r t s  o f  E g y p t  
a n d  C r e ta n s  h e r e  to  t r a d e .  Y o u  w ill s h o w  it  to  th e  
h a r b o r m a s t e r .”

" A n d  y o u —” h e  d e m a n d e d  a n x io u s ly .
“ S a il to  th e  c i ty  o f  O n ,”  s a id  I. “ f t  w ill  b e  a  s ix  o r  

se v e n  h o u r s ’ r o w  w i th  th e  sw e e p s  b e y o n d  th e  W h i t e  
W a l l .  P h a r a o h ’s g r a n t  w ill g iv e  y o u  r i g h t  to  p u t  in  a t  
O n . T a r r y  th e r e  f o r  tw o  d a y s . T h e n  p re s s  o n  w ith  a ll  
sp e e d  to  T h e b e s .

“ L e t  n o  m a n  b o a r d  y o u  b u t  th e  m a s t e r  o f  th e  d o ck s .  
T h e r e  w ill b e  sp ies  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  o f  th e  K in g  
o f  P h a e s to s  to  g u a r d  a g a in s t .  T h i s  is g a l le y  o f  M in o s ,  
b y  th e  o ld  t r e a ty ,  n o t  y e t  e x p i r e d ,  i t  h a s  r i g h t  to  b e  h e r e ,  
n o r  d o e s  th e  g a l le y  c o n c e r n  th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n .

“ F e a r  n o t  f o r  m e . I  g o  to  sp y  o u t  th e  la n d ,  to  le a r n  
w h a t  is s t i r r i n g  a g a in s t  u s , e r e  I g o  to  th e  P a l a c e  o f  A m e n -  
h o te p  a n d  d e l iv e r  M in o s ’ l e t t e r  i n to  th e  P h a r a o h ’s h a n d .  
A n d  th e r e  is a ls o  th e  s e c r e t  m is s io n , o f  w h ic h  y o u  
k n o w —”

“ Y o u  w o u ld  seek  o u t  th e  P r i n c e  M o s e s —” b e g a n  A g r e s 
tes.

“ T h e  E g y p t ia n s  h o ld  th e  n a t io n  o f  M o se s  in  s la v e r y ,” 
s a id  1. “ I t  is n o w  m a n y  y e a r s  s in c e  M o se s  w a s  f o u n d  by  
P h a r a o h ’s d a u g h te r  in  th e  b u lr u s h  a r k . N o w  m y  f a th e r  
te l ls  m e  t h a t  th is  P r in c e s s  o f  E g y p t  s til l  liv es, th o u g h  
v e r y  o l d :  a n d  sh e  w ill k n o w  w h e r e  1 c a n  fin d  th e  P r in c e  
M o s e s .”

“ I h a v e  h e a r d  s o m e th in g  o f  th e s e  m a t t e r s ,”  s a id  A g r e s 
tes , “ a n d  t h a t  th is  M o se s  is in d e e d  th e  N e s to r  o f  h is  r a c e ,  
a n d  th a t  th e  H e b re w s  f r e t  u n d e r  th e  P h a r a o h ’s h e a v y  
h a n d .”

“ M o se s  w ill  d e l iv e r  h is  p e o p le ,” s a id  I .  “ f th in k  w e  
c o m e  in  th e  h o u r .”

“ Is i t  n o t  e n o u g h  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  P h a e s to s  a g a in s t  y o u ,  
h e r e , a n d  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h  th e  g o d s  o f  T h e b e s ? ” c r ie d  
A g r e s te s . “ W o u l d  y o u  b e c o m e  k n o w n  as f r ie n d  o f  th e  
H e b re w s ?  T h e n  in d e e d , th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  n e w  t r e a ty  is 
lo s t ! A n d  y o u , in  th is  g r e a t  c i ty  o f  T h e b e s ,  w ill  b e  lo s t  
a ls o —a n d  1 s h a ll  p e r f o r c e  s a il  b a c k  to  H a g g ia  to  te l l  th e  
K in g  h e  is so n le ss , a n d  to  r e p o r t  to  M in o s  t h a t  th e  
S o u th  P a l a c e  is g r o w n  s t r o n g e r  th a n  L a b y r i n t h ! ”

“ T h e r e  is a n  U n k n o w n  G o d , th e  O n e  G o d ,”  sa id  I. 
“ A n d  th is  w ise  m a n  M o se s  w o rs h ip s  H i m . H o w  th e n  
s h a ll  I f a i l ,  in  th e  s h a d o w  o f  H is  w in g s ?  f t  w ill  w e a k e n  
E g y p t  to  lo se  th is  s u b je c t-  r a c e :  a n d  w ill n o t  th e  f r ie n d 
s h ip  o f  M in o s  b e  i m p o r t a n t  in  t h a t  t im e  to  th e  P h a r a o h ?  
1 to o , O  A g r e s te s , w o r s h ip  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d .”

“ Y o u  b o w  d o w n  to  th e  a l t a r  o f  Z e u s ,”  s a id  A g re s te s . 
“ Y o u  seek  d iv in a t io n s  o f  th e  S ib y l o f  th e  A s p —”

‘‘L o o k  y o u , A g r e s te s :  b y  w h a t  n a m e  is th e  g o d  o f  th e  
H e b r e w  c a l le d  b y  M o s e s ? ”

“ J e h o v a h  Y a w e , as  1 h a v e  h e a r d .”
“ J e h o v a h  is a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  Y a w e ,”  s a id  I , “ a n d  

Y a w e  is O s ir is , a n d  O s ir is  is Z e u s : th e  t r u t h  is lik e  a  p o o l  
o f  w a t e r  m i r r o r i n g  s ta r s ,  w h ic h  th e s e  b a r b a r ia n s  r o i l  w ith  
th e i r  w ild  im a g in in g s !  B u t  s u r e ly  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d  is 
to o  g r e a t  to  c a r e  b y  w h a t  n a m e  H e  is k n o w n  o f  m e n :  
o n ly  th e s e  f o u l r i te s  in  E g y p t ’s te m p le s  m u s t  o ffe n d  H i m .  
I n  th e  te m p le  o f  Z e u s , I s til l  w o r s h ip  th e  O n e  G o d  in  m y  
h e a r t ;  a n d  f r o m  th e  S ib y l o f  th e  A s p  I h o p e d  to  r e c e iv e  
d iv in e  g u i d a n c e —a n d  t h a t ,  I d id . S h e  c r ie d  o u t  to  m e ,  
w h e n  th e  g o d d e s s  w a s  s i le n t ,  n o t  w ith  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  
A s p , h u t  w i th  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  L i v i n g  G o d .”

A g r e s te s  g r ip p e d  m y  a r m .  “ G o , th e n ,  m y  L o r d  
P r i n c e ,” s a id  h e . " B u t  w h e n  y o u  c o m e  in to  T h e b e s ,  
s e n d  w o rd  to  m e . F o r  w e  h a v e  b e e n  lik e  b r o t h e r s  a l l  o u r  
l iv e s —a n d  I f e a r  f o r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r .  I f e a r — ” 

“ N e v e r  f o r  y o u r s e lf , A g r e s te s ,”  I in t e r r u p t e d  h im , “ b u t  
e v e r  f o r  y o u r  f r ie n d . B e  o f  s t r o n g  h e a r t .  I w ill  s e c  y o u  
in  T h e b e s .  F a r e w e l l .”

I s t r o d e  u p  th e  s te p s  a n d  o u t  o n  d e c k , a n d  w a s  s w iftly  
o u t  o f  th e  g r e a t  w a r -g a l le y  a n d  in  th e  l i t t le  v e sse l. A n d  
w e s to o d  a w a y , a n d  s a ile d  s lo w ly  u p  th e  m ig h ty  N ile .

A s w e  s a ile d , th e r e  c a m e  o u t  to  u s  f ro m  th e  w e s t s h o r e  a 
lo n g  b la c k  g a l le y  r o w e d  b y  tw e n ty  sw eep s , f t  b o r e  o n  its  
h ig h  b o w  a n d  s te r n  f ig u re s  o f  g i ld e d  h a w k s . A n d  it c a m e  
in  c lo s e  to  u s , a n d  a  h ig h  v o ic e  c a l le d :

“ H o , y o u  o f  th e  r i v e r -b o a t !  C a r r y  y o u  a  m e ss e n g e r  
f r o m  th e  a l t a r  o f  H a p i ? ”

N o w , H a p i  is a  g o d  o f  th e  b u l l ;  a n d  a  b u ll  is th e  sy m 
b o l  o f  M in o s . H e  w h o  h a i le d  m e  w a s  g o w n e d  in  w h ite  
l in e n  lik e  a p r ie s t ,  a n d  w o r e  a  h ig h , r o u n d e d  h e a d p ie c e .  
B u t  1 k n e w  t h a t  v o ic e  a n d  w as s i le n t .

A n d  th e  im a g e s  u p o n  h is  b o w  a n d  s te r n  w e r e  h aw k s  
o f  th e  g o d  H o r a k h t i ,  R a  o f  th e  S u n  R is in g , w h o s e  p rie s ts  
a n d  w o r s h ip e r s  a ls o  o f  A m m o n , o r  A m m o n -R a .

“ T u r n  y o u r  h e a d , M y c n i d e s !” c r i e d  th e  v o ic e .  “ A n d  
1 w ill g iv e  y o u  c o u n s e l !”

I r e a c h e d  a n d  to o k  f r o m  o n e  o f  m y  g u a r d s  h is  b o w  a n d  
a  b r o a d  a r r o w ; a n d  I f itte d  th e  a r r o w  to  th e  s t r in g . B u t  
h e  in  th e  b o a t  o f  th e  H a w k -g o d  r o s e  u p ,  a  lo n g  b o w  of  
E g y p t  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  r e le a s e d  th e  c o r d .  B u t  a  s u d d e n  
s q u a ll  s w u n g  o u r  b o w , a n d  th e  a r r o w  r u t  t h r o u g h  th e  
c lo t h  a b o v e  m y  b r e a s t  a n d  th u d d e d  in to  th e  d e c k  a t  m y  
s id e : lo , th e  a r r o w  b y  a  f in g e r ’s b r e a d t h  m is s e d  m y  h e a r t !

A n d  1 r e le a s e d  th e  b o w s tr in g , in  m y  t u r n ;  a n d  m y  b o lt  
m is se d  its  m a r k  a ls o  a n d  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  th e  c h e s t  o f  th e  
h e lm s m a n . T h e n  th e  t i l le r  s p r a n g  f r o m  tlie  d y in g  h a n d ,  
a n d  th e  b o a t  w e n t  w ild , a n d  o a r s  c r a s h e d  w i th  o a r s .

T h e  s t r e a m  to o k  th e  h a w k -b o a t ,  a n d  th e y  p a s s e d  f ro m  
u s . S o  P a r m e d e s  o f  P h a e s to s  a g a i n  e s c a p e d  m e —a n d  h e  
w a s  f re e  o n  th e  N i le  a n d  k n e w  m y  v e sse l a n d  m y  p la n s .  
T h e  h a w k -b o a t  m u s t  h a v e  p a s s e d  us th a t  n i g h t ,  f o r  so o n  
1 w as  to  l e a r n  t h a t  P a r m e d e s  w a s  in  T h e b e s .



I  p a s s e d  by th e  W h i t e  W a l l  o f  M e n n u f e r ,  a n d  I p a sse d  
by th e  h o ly  c i ty  o f  O n . A n d  in  d u e  t im e  m y  e y e s  b e h e ld  
th e  g lo r y  o f  T h e b e s .

A y e , g r e a t  M in o s : th e  c i ty  o f  a  h u n d r e d  g a te s ,  th e  
w o r ld ’s w o n d e r  T h e b e s ,  th r i c e  h o ly  c i ty  o f  th e  g o d s , r o s e  
f r o m  th e  tim e le s s  b a n k s  o f  th e  N i le :  w i th  o n  th e  o n e  
h a n d  th e  m ig h ty  m a ss  o f  m a s o n r y  o f  th e  c i ty  p r o p e r ,  a n d  
o n  th e  o t h e r  th e  a w f u l  c i ty  o f  th e  d e a d , c o lu m n e d  te m 
p le s  s p le n d id  b e y o n d  w o rd s , th e  la k e s  a n d  c o u r ts  a n d  p a l 
a c e s  o f  n o b le s  a n d  o f  P h a r a o h s —m ig h ty  p a la c e s  w ith  
iv o ry  a l l  a g le a m  a n d  b la z in g  w i th  g o ld .

M in o s , I saw  T h e b e s ,  h o ly  o f  P t a h ,  a f te r  its  a b a n d o n 
m e n t  r is e n  to  n e w  s p le n d o r , a n d  n o w  s c a t  o f  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n , th e  d a r k ,  d w a rf is h , s a t i r i c a l ,  c r u e l  P h a r a o h  w h o  
b e g a n  h is  r u le  so  g e n t ly  a n d  so  g a y ly , w o r s h ip in g  th e n  
in d e e d  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d , b u t  w h o  s o o n  tu r n e d  h is  h e a r t  
to  A m m o n  a n d  w a x e d  s o u r  a n d  b a le f u l .  T h i s  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  is m o s t  lu x u r i o u s  o f  w o r ld ’s k in g s , w e a r in g  u p o n  
h is  h a n d s  g lo v e s  to  k e e p  th e m  s o f t :  h e  w h o  a lo n e  in  th e  
m a g n if ic e n c e  o f  h is  c o u r t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  k in g s , c a n  w e a r  c o v 
e r in g s  lo r  h is  f e e t!  E v e n  a  p r in c e ,  as  I h e a r d  te l l , w a s  
c o m p e lle d  to  a p p r o a c h  h im  b a r e f o o t .

Y e a , T u t -a n k h -A m m o n ,  w h o  u se d  th e  n a t io n  o f  H e 
b re w s  to  m a k e  h im  r ic h e r  a n d  g r e a t e r ,  b u t  w h o s e  in 
c r e a s e d  c r u e l t ie s  to  th e  r a c e  o f  s la v e s  lo s t  to  E g y p t  th e  
se rv ic e s  o f  th a t  n a t io n .  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  w h o s e  s c o rn  
a n d  d e f ia n c e  o f  J e h o v a h  lo st h in t a n  a r m y —a n d  w h o  h i m 
self c a m e  n e a r  to  p e r is h in g  in  th e  r a g e  o f  w a te r s  w h e n  th e  
G o d  lo o s e d  th e  m ig h ty  w a lls  o f  th e  R e d  S e a  h e  h a d  
h e a p e d  u p , u p o n  th e  n a r r o w  la n e  o f  I s r a e l ’s p a s s in g —a n d  
d r o w n e d  th e  E g y p t ia n  h o s t ! V e r i ly ,  th e  P h a r a o h  w o u ld  
a ls o  th e r e  h a v e  p e r is h e d , h a d  I n o t  d r a w n  h i m  f o r th .  
W o u l d  th e  O n e  G o d . th in k  v o u , s m ite  M o s e s ’ f r ie n d ?  
Y e t  th is  P h a r a o h  h a s  p a id  f o r  h is  e v i l :  h e  s le e p s  e te r n a l ly  
in  th e  r o c k  o f  th e  d r e a d  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  K in g s .

L i t t l e  g o o d  to  a d e a d  K in g  o f  K in g s , O  M in o s , a r e  th e  
r ic h e s  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ’s C h a m b e r  o f  D e a t h !  T h e  
c h a r i o t  w h e e ls  a r e  s t i l l ;  th e  b o x e s  o f  t r e a s u r e  u n s e e n  o f  
m e n : th e  r i c h  fo o d s  p r e s e rv e d  f o r e v e r  o n ly  f o r  th e  te e th  
o f  t im e  to  m u n c h ,  a n d  f o r  th o s e  w h o  c o m e , a f t e r  E g y p t ’s 
fa ll , to  g a z e  u p o n  in  a  b r ie f  d a y ’s m a r v e l in g .

W e  s a ile d  a l l  th a t  n ig h t ,  a n d  r e a c h e d  T h e b e s  in  th e  
s u d d e n  d a w n . T h e  w in d  h a d  d ie d , ju s t  a f t e r  w e  tie d  u p  
to  a  l i t t le  p ie r  a m o n g  h u m b le  c r a f t —fish in g  b o a ts  a n d  
c a r r ie r s  o f  f r e ig h t.

T h i s  p i e r  w a s  a t  th e  o u t e r  e d g e  o f  th e  g r e a t  c i ty ,  in  
t h a t  p la c e  s o m e tim e s  c a l le d  E n d  o f  th e  C ity ,  o n  th e  e a s t 
e r n  b a n k  o f  th e  N i le .  A b o v e  u s  th e  c i ty  ro s e , m a ss  u p o n  
m a ss , h o v e ls  a n d  p a la c e s ,  s q u a lo r  a n d  r ic h e s —w ith  l i t t le  
c r o o k e d  s tr e e ts , m a n y  to o  n a r r o w  f o r  a c a m e l  to  p a ss ; a n d  
b e lo w  u s  la y  m a sse s  o f  r u b b le , m o u n d s  o f  m u d  w h e re  
o n c e  h a d  s to o d  h o u s e s  o f  s u n b u r n e d  b r ic k , s to n e  r u in s ,  
f a l le n  p i l la r s , a m o n g  w h ic h  h e r e  a n d  th e r e  r o s e  a lo w , 
m e a n  h o u s e  w i th  w a lls  o f  m u d . T h i s  p a r t  o f  T h e b e s  h a d  
c le a r ly  b e e n  v ic t im  o f  a  g r e a t  flo o d  o f  th e  N i le  a n d  h a d  
n e v e r  b e e n  r e b u i l t .  B u t  n e a r  th e  l i t t le  p i e r  s to o d  a n  
u g ly , s q u a t ,  o n e -s to r y  h o u s e  o f  m u d  b y  th e  r i v e r ’s b r in k .

I m a r k e d  th a t  th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  l i t t le  h o u s e  o f  
m u d  w e re  o f  s to n e , a n d  th a t  th e  s to n e  w a s  c a r r ie d  a b o v e  
th e  h ig h -w a te r  l in e  o f  th e  r iv e r ;  b u t  a b o v e  th e  s to n e , th e  
h o u s e  w a s  b u i l t  o f  b r ic k s  o f  m u d  a n d  s tr a w  b a k e d  in  th e  
s u n  s u c h  as  I s r a e l i te  s la v e s  m a k e  f o r  E g y p t .  A n d  b e f o r e  
th e  h o u s e  o f  m u d  w a s  a  la n d in g  f o r  b o a ts ;  a n d  o p e n in g  
u p o n  it ,  a  s m a ll  s q u a r e  d o o r .  T h e r e  w a s  b u t  o n e  w in d o w  
in  th e  r iv e r -w a l l  o f  th e  s m a ll h o u s e , a n d  th a t  l i t t le  a n d  
s q u a r e , h ig h  u p  n e a r  th e  r o o f .

O n  th e  p ie r  to  w h ic h  w e  w e r e  m o o r e d ,  a n  a n c ie n t  o n e  
s a t , h is  b a c k  to  a p o s t , h a l f  a s le e p  in  th e  p a t c h  o f  s h a d o w .  
T h e  n im b le - to n g u e d  O r e s to s ,  w h o  s to o d  by m e , c a l le d  to  
th e  o ld  m a n :

“ H o , F a t h e r  N i le ,  a w a k e ! A  few  p e a r ls  o f  w is d o m , I 
b e s e e c h  y o u , if  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  m o r n in g  h a s  le f t  y o u  
p o w e r  to  s p e a k .”

T h e  o ld  m a n  s t i r r e d  in  h is  ra g s  a n d  a n s w e r e d  s le e p i ly :  
" I  h a v e  l iv e d  lo n g ; I k n o w  m u c h .  W h a t  w o u ld  y o u  
a s k ? ”

“ Y o n d e r  s q u a t ,  r u d e  h o u s e  o f  m u d  f a s c in a te s . H a s  it 
a  s to r y ? ”

“ T h e  h o u s e —th e  h o u s e  o f  m u d ,” m u m b le d  th e  o ld  
m a n . “ Y e a ,  y e a . L o o k  a b o u t  y o u : y o n d e r  is d e s o la t io n ,  
a n d  in  th e  e x p a n s e  o f  tim e  a ll  T h e b e s  s h a ll  b e  a  s h a t 
te r e d  c o lu m n  a n d  a  h e a p  o f  m u d , a h e a p  o f  m u d .”

“ B u t  th e  s to r y , a n c ie n t  m a n ! ”
“ T h e  h o u s e  o f  m u d  s ta n d s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  it w as b u i l t  

u p o n  r o c k ,” s a id  th e  o ld  m a n . “ B e f o r e  th e  g r e a t  flo o d , 
in  th e  r u le  o f  th e  la s t  A m e n h o te p ,  th e r e  w as  a  p a la c e  
ju s t  b e y o n d , o f  w h ic h  th e  h o u s e  o f  m u d  w a s  a n  o u t b u i l d 
in g . L o o k  f o r  th e  p a la c e ,  s t r a n g e r !  Y o u  w ill fin d  o n ly  
b r o k e n  c o lu m n s , a  b i t  o f  c r u m b l in g  w a ll , a  h e a p  o f  m u d  
—a  h e a p  o f  m u d .”

“ T h e  s to r v , n o w , th e  s t o r y !”
“ B e f o r e  th e  g r e a t  flo o d , th e r e  liv e d  in th e  m u d  h o u s e  

a  d w a rf is h  a n d  u g ly  b e in g : lik e  a  f r o g  in  u g lin e ss , lik e  
a  f ro g . S o  sh e  w as  k n o w n  o f  m e n  as  H e k t ;  H e k t ,  th e  fro g -  
g o d d e s s , a s  y o u  m a y  n o t  k n o w , O  s t r a n g e r .  H e k t  b e c a m e  a 
m is tre s s  o v e r  th e  H e b r e w  s la v e s . S h e  s h o o k  a n  ev il  
r o d .  S h e  b e a t  th e  H e b r e w s . I k n e w  H e k t — I k n e w  H e k t ,  
th e  c r u e l  b e a t e r  o f  s la v e s . B u t  H e k t  b e a t  o n e  to o  m a n y  
—a n d  S o k a r  ro s e  f ro m  h is  p la c e  o f  b o n e s , S o k a r  r o s e  in  
h is t a r r y  r o b e s , S o k a r  th e  d e a th -g o d  v is i te d  H e k t —a n d  
H e k t  w a s  n o t  ”

“ A h ,”  s a id  O r e s to s .  " I  r e m e m b e r —H e k t is th e  g o d d e ss  
o f  b i r t h .  H o w  d ie d  th is  c r u e l  H e k t? ”

" W i e l d i n g  h e r  r o d ,”  s a id  th e  a n c ie n t ,  “ b e a t in g  to  d e a t h  
a  s la v e  a m o n g  th e  J e w s , w ie ld in g  h e r  r o d .  F o r ,  as th e  
m is tre s s  p l ie d  th e  r o d  to  th e  to r n  flesh , a ll  la t h e r e d  in  
b lo o d , th e  P r in c e  M o se s  le a p e d  u p o n  h e r  a n d  s m a s h e d  
h e r  h e a d  w i th  a  r o c k  a n d  b u r i e d  th e  b o d y  o f  H e k t  in  th e  
s a n d . A n d  M o se s  fled  o u t  o f  E g y p t .  B u t M o se s  is c o m e  
a g a i n :  h e  h a s  r e t u r n e d :  h e  w ill le a d  h is  p e o p le  f o r t h .” 

“ T h e  h o u s e  is w o r th y  o f  its  m is tr e s s ,” s a id  O r e s to s ,  
s ta r in g  a t  th e  g r im  h o u s e  o f  m u d .

“ S o , s t r a n g e r ,  y o n d e r  m u d -h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  e m p ty  a n d  
c u r s e d  u n t o  th is  d a y , e v e n  a m o n g  th e  E g y p t ia n s ; a n d  it 
is k n o w n  as th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t ,  th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t . B u t  
a ll  th in g s  p a ss , O  m a n  o f  th e  R e d  L a n d s * !  E g y p t  is o l d ;  
h e r  c itie s , d u s t ;  a  h e a p  o f  d r y  m u d , a  h e a p  o f  d r y  m u d .” 
A n d  h e  fe ll a s le e p .

“ A n  o r a c le  s p o k e  th r o u g h  h i m ,” s a id  O r e s to s .  “ H e  h a s  
c r u m b le d  E g y p t .  E g y p t  is b e c o m e  d u s t .”

. A l l  t h a t  d a y  I l a y  b e l o w  d e c k s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  h e a t ,  
i m p a t i e n t  f o r  d a r k n e s s .

T h e n  w ith  a  s w o o p  c a m e  th e  n ig h t  a f te r  a  b r ie f  b la z e  
o f  s u n s e t . A n d  I r o s e  a n d  w e n t  f o r th  in to  T h e b e s ,  c la d  
as a p o o r  m e r c h a n t ,  e n t e r i n g  th e  c i ty  by a s id e -g a te , a n d  
th r o u g h  s w a rm s  o f  c h a r io t s  a n d  h o rs e s  th a t  a t  e v e r y  g a i t  
a r e  e te r n a l ly  o n  g u a r d .

T h e  s tr e e ts  w e r e  d a r k , a n d  th e  h o u s e s , ra is e d  a b o v e  
th e  p a v e d  w a y  o n  l i t t le  fla t h ills , w e r e  m a n y  o f  th e m  o f  
tw o  a n d  th r e e  s to r ie s , a n d  lo o m e d  o v e r  m e  b la c k ly . S o  1 
c a m e  to  a  s m a ll  s q u a r e , b r i g h t  in  m o o n lig h t .

z\s I s to o d  lo o k in g  in to  th a t  e m p ty  s q u a r e , a  h o a r s e  
v o ic e  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  n ig h t :

“ O  F r o g  o f  B i r t h ,  H e k t !” it  r a s p e d . “ W h o  w as  b o r n  
in  th e  la n d  o f  th e  B u ll?  O  ib is  T a h u t i ,  w h o  p assetl 
th r o u g h  y o u r  s w a m p s ?  O  c r o c o d i le -g o d  S e b e k , w h o  h a s  
s p u r n e d  y o u r  b a n k  w ith  a f o re ig n  k e e l?  O  T a u r t  o f  th e  
r iv e r -h o r s e ,  w h o  s tirs  y o u r  ta l l  re e d s ?  O  ja c k a l  A n p u .  
w h o  d e file s  y o u r  a l t a r  fires w ith  sm e ll o f  th e  s m o k e  ol 
Z e u s?  O  B a s t ,  y o u  l io n -g o d ! W h o  c o m e s  in to  E g y p t  
h a t i n g  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h ? ”

A n d  o n  th e  o p p o s i te  s id e  c a m e  a n  a n s w e r in g  v o ic e :  
“ T h e  h a w k  H o r a k h t i  h a s  s e e n  h i m ! T h e  h a r e  U n -  

n e f e r  flees f ro m  h is  p a t h !  N o w , w o e  to  S e lk , th e  sco r-
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p io n -g o d ! Y o u r  h e a d  is u n d e r  h is  m a i le d  h e e l !  W o e  to  
O s ir is  a n d  H o r u s  a n d  Is is ! W o e  t o  A p is ! T h e  s t r a n g e r  
h a s  c o m e ! W o e  to  A p is ! Y o u r  fo e  s lin k s  in  T h e b e s ! ”

A n d  a  t h i r d  v o ic e  r a n g  in  th e  n i g h t ,  c l e a r  a s  a  b e l l :
" W h a t  s h a ll  th e  g o d s  d o  to  h i m  w h o  h a te s  th e  g o d s ? ”
“ C o m e  f o r t h  o u t  o f  th e  n i g h t ,  w o r s h ip e r s  o f  A m m o n !” 

c r i e d  th e  firs t v o ic e .  “ S la y  h i m  w i th  s to n e  k n iv e s  o f  
p r ie s ts  e r e  h e  r e a c h e s  th e  G o o d  G o d , e r e  h e  p o is o n s  th e  
e a rs  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n !”

A n d  th e n  f r o m  a l l  s id es  r o s e  th e  w ild  c h a n t :
“ C u t  h im  d o w n , A m m o n ! C u t  h i m  d o w n , P t a h !  D e 

s tr o y  h i m ! D e s tr o y  h i m !”
I lo o s e d  m y  s w o r d , s w in g in g  in  its  je w e le d  s h e a th  

u n d e r  m y  m e r c h a n t  r o b e s . A n d  I  s e t  m y  b a c k  a g a i n s t  a  
h ig h  w a l l  a n d  w a i te d .

O n e  c a m e  f r o m  a  s id e  s t r e e t  b e a r in g  a  t o r c h ,  a n d  h e ld  
i t  h ig h . T h e n  w ith  a  r u s h  th e y  c a m e . A n d  m y  s w o rd  
le a p e d  f ro m  its s h e a th  a n d  f la sh e d  in  th e  m o o n l ig h t .

T h e y  c lo s e d  in  u p o n  m e  w i th  k n iv e s  o f  s to n e  as  f o r  a  
s a cr if ic e . A n d  o n e  r e a c h e d  th r o u g h  m y  g u a r d  a n d  s tr u c k  
s a v a g e ly  a g a in s t  m y  l in e n  r o b e . T h e  s to n e  k n if e  p ie r c e d  
th e  c lo t h  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  a g a in s t  th e  g o o d  b r o n z e  m a il .

A n d  I , s h o u t in g  f o r  th e  n ig h t -g u a r d s , c u t  h im  d o w n .  
A y e , m y  g o o d  b r o n z e  b la d e  f la s h e d  fire  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
T h e b a n  m o o n ! T h e n  th e r e  w as  a  r u n n in g ,  a n d  th e  
w a rd s  o f  th e  s tr e e ts  a p p e a r e d ,  b e a r in g  to r c h e s . T h e  
p rie s ts  fled a w a y , le a v in g  tw o  d e a d  m e n  s p r a w le d  in  th e  
c o u r t .

“ W h a t  g o e s  h e r e ? ” c r i e d  th e  c a p t a i n  o f  th e  w a t c h .  
“ W h o  a r e  y o u ? ”

“ A  p o o r  m e r c h a n t  f r o m  C r e t e ,” s a id  I ,  “ c o m e  f o r t h  to  
w a lk  in  th e  n ig h t ,  f o r  th e  n i g h t  is h o t .  A n d  th ie v e s  fe ll  
u p o n  m e  w i th  k n iv e s .”

T h e  c a p ta i n  h e ld  h is  s m o k in g  t o r c h  lo w , r e v e a l in g  th e  
b ro k e n  s to n e  k n if e  a n d  th e  tw o  d e a d  p r ie s ts .

“ B u t  th is  is a  p r ie s t -k n i f e !” h e  c r ie d . “ A n d  th e se  a r e  
p r ie s ts !”

" D o  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  E g y p t  tu r n  th ie v e s  in  th e  d a r k ? ”  I  
d e m a n d e d  a n g r i ly .  “ I  w ill  c o m p la i n  to  th e  O n e *  o f  th is  
th in g . I t  g iv e s  e v i l  o d o r  to  m y  firs t n i g h t  in  T h e b e s !  
T h e  O n e  s n a il  h e a r  i t .”

" N a y —y o u  a r e  u n h a r m e d ,” s a id  th e  c a p ta i n  o f  th e  
w a tc h  h a s ti ly .  “ W h o  k n o w s  w h a t  th e  p r ie s ts  m a y  d o ,  
w h a t  th e i r  p u r p o s e  is! B e s t  le t  th e  m a t t e r  l i e :  f o r  y o u  
a n d  f o r  m e . T h e  p r ie s ts  g r o w  to o  s t r o n g  f o r  u s . I  th in k ,  
s tr a n g e r ,  th e y  lik e  y o u  n o t .  W a t c h  le s t th e  c u p  b e  p o i 
s o n e d , n o w  th e  s a c r if ic e -k n if e  is b r o k e n . H e  is t w i c e  
a r m e d  w h o  is o n c e  w a r n e d .”

A n d  w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n in g , th e y  p ic k e d  u p  th e  
b o d ie s  o f  th e  d e a d  p r ie s ts  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  in to  th e  h e a r t  
o f  T h e b e s .  I  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  th u d d in g  o f  th e i r  s te p s  a n d  
see  th e  y e llo w  fla res  o f  th e i r  to r c h e s  a  lo n g  w a y  d o w n  
t h a t  n a r r o w  la n e . B u t  I  r e t u r n e d  to  m y  r iv e r -b o a t ,  O  
M in o s , u n h a r m e d .

C h a p t e r  F i v e

N  th e  d a y  f o l lo w in g  th e  a t t a c k  u p o n  m e  
b y  th e  p r ie s ts , I  w e n t  u p  in to  T h e b e s  
a g a in  in  th e  b r o a d  l ig h t .  I  to o k  w i th  m e  
a  p e e le d  s t ic k  o f  o l iv e  w o o d . A n d  w h e n  
I  h a d  f o u n d  th e  s q u a r e  o f  th e  se lle rs  o f  
w in e , I  s o u g h t  o u t  th e  a n c ie n t  p a la c e  
a n d  th e  p i l l a r  o f  s to n e , a n d  s a t  d o w n  as  
if  w e a r y , w ith  m y  b a c k  to  th e  p i l l a r  a n d  
th e  p e e le d  s ta ff  o f  o l iv e  w o o d  a c ro s s  m y  
k n e e s .
N e a r  m e  s to o d  a  m a n  a l l  n a k e d  s a v e  

f o r  a  lo in -c lo th  o f  c o t t o n  s t r ip e d  r e d  a n d  b la c k . H is  h a i r  
w a s  m a t t e d ,  a n d  h is  ey es w e r e  n e a r ly  c lo s e d  w i th  th e  
s o re s  o f  th e  d e s e r t .  H e  h e ld  in  h is  b o n y  h a n d  a  n e c k la c e

• T h a t  is , t h e  P h a r a o h .

o f  a m b e r ,  a  lo v e ly  th in g  a n d  a n c i e n t ,  a n d  c r i e d  in  a  lo u d  
v o ic e :

“ C o m e  b a r t e r  w i th  I m p a r a  f o r  th e  a m b e r  t r e a s u r e !  
W h a t  w ill  y o u  g iv e  f o r  a n  a m b e r  c h a in  fit to  g r a c e  th e  
n e c k  o f  a  q u e e n ?  C o m e  b a r t e r !  C o m e  b a r t e r ! ”

A  ta l l  m a n  c a m e  u p , c la d  in  r a g s , w i th  a  y e l lo w  c lo t h  
w o u n d  r o u n d  h is  h e a d , a n d  s a id  in  a  r o u g h  v o ic e :

“ H o ,  I m p a r a !  W h a t  s h a d o w y  f ig u re  is t h a t ,  s ta n d in g  
w ith  r e a c h i n g  a r m  a t  y o u r  b a c k ? ”

I m p a r a  lo o k e d  n e r v o u s ly  o v e r  h is  s h o u ld e r  a n d  a n 
s w e r e d :

“ T h e r e  is n o  o n e  a t  m y  b a c k  b u t  th e  m a n  f r o m  th e  
R e d  L a n d s  r e s t in g  a g a in s t  th e  p i l l a r .”

“ H o , I m p a r a ! ” s a id  th e  o t h e r ,  c o m in g  n e a r e r  “ T h e  
f ig u re  is th i n  a n d  th e  fa c e  is d r y , a n d  th e  b o d y  w o u n d  
f o ld  o n  f o ld  w i th  t a r r y  c lo t h .  B e h o l d ,  o n  h is  h e a d  th e  
d o u b le -c r o w n : th e  r e d  a n d  th e  w h ite ,  a n d  in  th e  d e a d  
h a n d  th e  a n k h  o f  l i f e .”

I m p a r a  b e g a n  t o  s h a k e . H e  c a s t  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d  
th e  b e a u ty  o f  a m b e r  a n d  fled . A n d  th e  ta l l  o n e  in  e v il-  
s m e l l in g  r a g s  p o u n c e d  a n d  p ic k e d  u p  th e  a m b e r  n e c k 
la c e .  H e  tu c k e d  i t  w i th i n  th e  fo ld s  o f  h is  g a r m e n ts  
a n d  g r im a c e d .

“ H e  h a s  lo o k e d  to o  c lo s e ly  i n to  th e  fa c e  o f  T h o t h m e s ,” 
h e  s a id . “ H e  h a s  r o b b e d  th e  B a ,  a n d  th e  c u r s e  o f  th e  
B a  is u p o n  h i m .”

“ B u t  y o u , O  j e s t e r ,”  s a id  I ,  c a lm ly  s ta r in g  u p  a t  h im ,  
“ h a v e  r o b b e d  th e  th ie f  a n d  s o  b e c o m e  a  th ie f .  U p o n  y o u  
a ls o  s h a ll  b e  th e  c u r s e  o f  th e  B a .”

T h e  r a g g e d  m a n  le e r e d .
“ T h e  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  o f  T h o t h m e s  l i v in g  w o u ld  h a v e  

c a u s e d  th e s e  b o n e s  to  c r a c k ,” s a id  h e . “ B u t  w h o  s h o u ld  
f e a r  o ld  T h o t h m e s  d e a d ?  T h a t  o n e  w h o  flees y o n d e r  
b r o k e  th e  g o o d  to o le d  s to n e s  a n d  tu n n e le d  in to  th e  
s a c r e d  c h a m b e r ,  a n d  n o w  p e d d le s  h is  p e l f  in  T h e b e s .  
A n d  I  sa y  to  y o u , s t r a n g e r ,  if  P h a r a o h ’s m e n  h e a r  o f  it ,  
i t  w e r e  b e t t e r  th e  lo o te r  o f  to m b s  h a d  d ie d  b e f o r e  h e  
w a s  b o r n .

“ B u t  I  a m  a ll  i n n o c e n t  o f  s te a l in g  f ro m  th e  d e a d  I  
a m  as h o n e s t  a  th ie f  a s  y o u  w ill  f in d  in  a ll  E g y p t ,  a n d  r o b  
o n ly  th e  l iv in g . G iv e  m e  a  s o u n d  b r o n z e  k n if e , a n d  th e  
a m b e r  o f  T h o t h m e s  is y o u r s .”

“ I  a m  a  m e r c h a n t ,” s a id  I . “ I tra ff ic  n o t  w i th  th ie v e s .” 
" H o ,  m e n  o f  T h e b e s ! ” s h o u te d  th e  r a s c a l ,  as  h e  c o n 

t in u e d  o n  h is  w a y , “ a n  h o n e s t  t r a d e r  is h e r e ,  a  m a n  f ro m  
th e  R e d  L a n d s  w h o s e  h e a r t  is r e a d y  f o r  O s ir is ’ s ca le s !  
A n  h o n e s t  t r a d e r  in  T h e b e s !  H o !  H o ! ”

“ Y o u ,  a  t r a d e r —a n d  p a ss  th e  c h a n c e  to  g e t  so  c h e a p ly  
th e  f a i r  n e c k la c e  o f  a m b e r ? ” e x c la im e d  a  s o f t  v o ic e  n e a r  
m e . “ I t  is w o r th  te n  c h a in s  o f  g o l d !”

I a n s w e r e d  m e c h a n ic a l l y ,  f o r  I w a tc h e d  f o r  th e  b e g g a r :  
“ I  se ll p a l a c e  ja rs  a n d  p r e c io u s  a m b e r ,  la d y ;  b u t  I  t r a d e  
o n ly  in  h o n e s t  w a r e s .”

“ N o t  e v e n  if  a  p r in c e s s  a sk s?”  s a id  th e  v o ic e .
T h e  w o rd s  fe ll  u p o n  th e s e  e a r s  g e n t ly  a n d  s o f t ly . I  

f e l t  a  s t r a n g e  q u i v e r  in  m y  b r e a s t .  I  tu r n e d  m y  h e a d .
C lo s e  b y  m e  w a s  a  l i t t e r  o f  g i ld e d  w o o d  b o r n e  b y  f o u r  

N u b i a n  s la v e s  s w e a t in g  in  th e  h o t  d a y . T w o  f a n -b e a re r s  
s to o d  b y , a n d  a  g u a r d  o f  s ix  E g y p t ia n  s w o r d s m e n , c le a r ly  
c h o s e n  f o r  th e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  w i th  r o u n d  s h ie ld s  o f  s h in in g  
b ra s s  a n d  r ib b o n e d  s p e a r s . A n d  I  k n e w  b y  th e  o s tr ic h  

lu m e s  a t  th e  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  g o ld e n  c h a i r  t h a t  th is  m u s t  
e  th e  l i t t e r  o f  a  la d y  f r o m  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e .

T h e  p u r p le  h a n g in g s  o f  th e  c h a i r  w e r e  se w n  w i th  g r e a t  
b lu e  g e m s  t h a t  g l im m e r e d  lik e  b lu e  w a te r s  in  l i g h t ;  a n d  
th e  c u r ta in s  w e r e  p a r te d  b y  a s m a ll  w h ite  h a n d ,  itse lf  a  
je w e l  to o  r a r e  f o r  e v e n  a  k in g  t o  to u c h .  D a r k  eyes  
p e e r e d  o u t  a t  m e , t h a t  s e t  m y  h e a r t  a f ire . I  r o s e  so  
q u ic k ly , I  d r o p p e d  m y  o l iv e  staff.

" O  P r in c e s s !” I  c r i e d ,  r a is in g  b o th  a r m s  in  s a lu t a 
t i o n  a b o v e  m y  h e a d .  “ I  h e a r d  n o  s te p —”

T h e r e  w a s  th e  t i n k l e  o f  a  la u g h  b e h in d  th e  p u r p le  
h a n g in g s . T h e y  p a r t e d  m o r e —a n d  I  sa w  h e r  fa ce .



0  M in o s ! Y o u  b e h e ld  th e  lo v e lin e s s  o f  A r ia d n e  in  
th e  g o ld e n  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  h e r  r o o m . Y o u  o n c e  sa w  th e  
fa c e  o f  H e le n  a b o v e  th e  field  o f  T r o y !  B u t  y o u  h a v e  n o t  
lo o k e d  o n  H a t h a n e  o f  E g y p t  as  h a v e  I !

“ Y o u  h a v e  d r o p p e d  y o u r  s ta ff—y o u r  p e e le d  s ta ff. O f  
o l iv e  w o o d , is i t  n o t?  Of olive wood. W h o  th e n  a r e  
y o u , ta l l  s t r a n g e r ? ”

“ A  p o o r  s e a - t r a d e r ,” I a n s w e r e d  h e r .
“ Y o u  c o m e  f ro m  f a r  la n d s ,” s a id  sh e . “ B u t  y o u  s a lu te  

m e  as o n e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  c o u r ts  o f  k in g s .”
“ A  s e a - t r a d e r  tr a v e ls  f a r  a n d  sees m u c h ,”  s a id  I .
“ A  p e e le d  o liv e -s ta ff—” sh e  m u s e d . A n d  s h e  m a d e  a  

lo v e ly  l i t t le  m o tio n  w ith  h e r  lip s , e x p o s i n g  te e t h  w h ite  
as th e  w a te r - l i l ie s  o n  L a b y r i n t h  p o o l .  “ A  p e e le d  o liv e -  
s ta ff  in  T h e b e s ?  , Y o u  a r e  b o ld , O  C r e t a n ! ”

“ W h y  th in k  y o u  I c o m e  f r o m  C r e t e ? ” I  a s k e d .
" W h e n  I w a s  l i t t l e — lo n g  a g o , I  h a d  a  f r ie n d , a  ta l l  

s t r a n g e r ,  g u e s t  in  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e , F r ie n d  o f  th e  
P h a r a o h .  H e  lo v e d  m e  w e ll. H e  w a s  w o n t  to  p e e l  o l iv e  
staffs f o r  m e , as  y o u r s  is p e e le d , in  th a t  lo v e ly  c i ty  n o w  
d u s t ,  H o r iz o n -o f - th e -S u n ’s-D isk . D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  h e  
to ld  m e , m a n  f ro m  C r e t e ? ”

1 c o u ld  o n ly  s h a k e  m y  h e a d .
“ H e  w h is p e r e d  h is  s e c r e t  in  th e s e  e a r s ,” s h e  s a id , a n d  

b e n d in g  o u t  f ro m  h e r  l i t te r ,  w h is p e r e d : " H e  w o rs h ip e d  
th e  L In k n o w n  O n e , a n d  th e  p e e le d  r o d  w as sy m b o l o f  
h is  G o d .”

“ A t  th a t  t im e , it  w a s  n o  s e c r e t ,” sa id  I h o a r s e ly . “ E v e n  
h e  w h o  is P h a r a o h ,  y o u r  b r o t h e r ,  w o r s h ip e d  th e  U n 
k n o w n  G o d  in  th e  c i ty  t h a t  is d e a d . T h i s  is T h e b e s .  
A lr e a d y , s to n e  k n iv e s  o f  A m m o n  h a v e  s o u g h t  to  d r a in  
th is  b o d y  o f  its  la s t  r u d d y  d r o p .  Y o u  sp e a k  d a n g e r o u s ly  
—a n d  to  a  s t r a n g e r ,  O  D a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h ! ”

“ Y o u  live d a n g e r o u s ly , O  m a n  f ro m  C r e t e ,  O  h u m b le  
t r a d e r  o f  th e  s e a .”

“ D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  y o u r  f r ie n d ’s n a m e ? ” I a sk e d .  
“ H o w  c o u ld  I f o rg e t?  H e  w a s  P h ra s y s , K in g  o f  H a g g ia  

u p o n  C r e t e ,  a n d  m y  f a t h e r ’s f r ie n d  a n d  m in e .”
M y  lip s  t r e m b le d , a n d  I fe lt th e  b lo o d  in  m y  c h e e k s . 
“ W h e n  I a m  c o m e  h o m e  a g a i n ,”  s a id  I, “ I w ill seek  

o u t  th is  K in g  P h ra s y s , a n d  I w ill te l l  h im  o f  o u r  m e e t in g  
a n d  o f  y o u r  s w e e t r e m e m b e r in g .  W i l l  y o u  n a m e  y o u r s e lf  
to  a  h u m b le  t r a d e r ,  th a t  h e  m a y  n a m e  y o u  to  a  k in g ? ” 

“ A  f a i r  t r a d e  is ju s t ,”  sa id  s h e . “ I h a v e  n o t  a sk e d  y o u r  
n a m e —y e t .”

“ Y o u  a r e  H a t h a n e ,  P r in c e s s  o f  E g y p t ,” I  a n s w e r e d  
f o r  h e r .  “ A n d  I w ill  see  y o u  a g a i n .”

“ I w ill s u r e ly  see  y o u  a g a i n ,” s a id  sh e , “ a n d  in th e  
D o u b le  H o u s e !”  S h e  lo o k e d  in to  m y  ey e s—a  lo n g , s e a r c h 
in g  lo o k . " I  h a v e  s e e n  y o u r  fa ce  b e f o r e ,” sh e  s a id , “ o r  
o n e  as  lik e  it  as  a —say , a  father’s to a son’s.”

T h e  c u r ta in s  fe ll in to  p la c e .  A  sw eet v o ic e  g a v e  a  
q u ic k  c o m m a n d . T h e  f o u r  N u b ia n s  li f te d  th e i r  lo n g  
p o le s ; th e  f a n -b e a r e r s  w a v e d  th e i r  h ig h  p lu m e d  fan s : 
th e  g u a r d s  b e g a n  to  m a r c h ,  b e a r in g  p r o u d ly  th e i r  s h in 
in g  s h ie ld s  a n d  ta l l  r ib b o n e d  s p e a r s . A n d  so  p a sse d  
f ro m  m y  s ig h t a l l  lo v e lin e s s  in  E g y p t—f o r  a l i t t l e  t im e :  
H a t h a n e  th e  H u n tr e s s ,  s is te r  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n .

A nd I w as so sunken  in d eep  th o u g h t , I fa iled  at first 
to hear the b eggar’s w hine:

“ A  b e a d  o f  e le c t r o n ,  a  b e a d  o f  g o ld , a  b e a d  o f  iv o ry ,  
o r  a b e a d  o f  b ro n z e  f o r  o n e  w h o  f o llo w e d  O n e  a n d  is 
lo s t !”

A n d  1 a n s w e r e d  th e n .  “ F o r  th e  o n e  w h o  f o llo w e d  O n e  
a n d  is lo s t , I g iv e  t h r i c e  t h a t  w h ic h  is a s k e d .”

I  l i l te d  f ro m  u n d e r  m y  b r e a s tp la te s  th e  la m b s k in  b a g  
m y  f a th e r  h a d  g iv e n  m e  by th e  s e a , a n d  o p e n e d  it , a n d  
g a v e  in to  th e  s o ile d  h a n d  o f  th e  b e g g a r  th e  th r e e  c ro ss  
m a r k e d  b e a d s .

T h e  b e g g a r  s a id : “ I t  is w r i t t e n :  H e  t h a t  g iv e s  s h a ll  
r e c e iv e . H e r e  is a  s c a r le t  s c a r a b .”

H e  g a v e  m e  a n  iv o ry  s c a r a b  d y e d  s c a r l e t ;  a n d  lo o k in g  
a n y w h e r e  b u t  in  m y  ey e s , h e  s a id :

" T h e  s t r a n g e r  in  th e  c i ty  n e e d s  a  g u id e . F o l lo w  m e .”
S h o u ld  I  t r u s t  th is  s h if ty -e y e d  w r e tc h  w i th  m y  life ?  

I h e s i ta te d , f in g e r in g  th e  h i l t  o f  m y  b r o n z e  b la d e .
“ C o m e !” h e  in s is te d . “ Y o u  w e r e  b id  to  f o llo w  a  b e g 

g a r .  Y o u  a r e  n o t  to o  p r o u d ? ”
I la u g h e d . “ L e a d  o n ,” I o r d e r e d .  “ B u t  b e w a r e  o f  

tr ic k s ,  f o r  m y  s w o rd  is k e e n .”
“ I b r o u g h t  y o u  th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b ,”  h e  s a id , as  if  th a t  

s h o u ld  a n s w e r  a l l  m y  d o u b ts .
Y e t  a  s t r a n g e  u n e a s in e s s  p o ssessed  m e . I  lo o k e d  

th is  w a y  a n d  t h a t  as  w e  w e n t .  W e  c a m e  to  a w id e  s tr e e t .  
A n d  tw o  m e n  w ith  s h a v e n  h e a d s , b e a r in g  staffs  in  th e ir  
h a n d s , c a m e  s h o u tin g :

“ W a y  f o r  P t a h  in  th e  im a g e  o f  A p is ! W a y  fo r  th e  
G o o d  G o d *  d iv in e  s o n  o f  A m m o n ! W a y  fo r  th e  H o b  
b u l l !”

T h e r e  s h r i l le d  th e  s o u n d s  o f  lu te s . S o ld ie rs  w i th  lo n g  
s p e a rs  a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  h e ld  u s  b a c k  w ith  th e  s h a f ts . D a n c 
in g  g ir ls  f r o m  th e  te m p le s  c a m e  n a k e d , p la y in g  th e ir  
lu te s . T h e r e  w a s  a c h a n t in g  o f  p r ie s ts .

D o w n  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  w a y  c a m e  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t -  
a n k h -A m m o n . H e  b o r e  u p o n  h is  h e a d  th e  d o u b le  
c ro w n s , th e  r e d  a n d  th e  w h ite ,  u p o n  a  g r e a t  w ig , a n d  a 
fa lse  b e a r d  u p o n  h is  c h in , a n  in s ig n ia  o f  h is  r o y a ltv .
A n d  d e s p ite  th a t  ta l l  h e a d p ie c e , I saw  t h a t  T u t - a n k h -
A m m o n  w as in d e e d  a l i t t le  m a n .  H is  f a r e  lo o k e d  s u lle n  
a n d  h a r d .  H e  h a d  th e  lo n g , h o o k e d  n o s e  b o r n e ,  ; s I 
h a v e  h e a r d ,  b y  a ll  th e  P h a r a o h s  o f  th is  d y n a s ty , a n d  his
c h in  w as  s t r o n g . H e  w a s  d a r k , O  M in o s , b u t h e  tr o d
a t  th e  p r o c e s s io n -h e a d  lik e  a  k in g , a n d  v e r i ly  h e  lo o k e d  
a  so n  o f  th e  g o d s .

T h e  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f  th e  T e m p l e  f o llo w e d  h im , c la d  in 
w h ite  r o b e s  a n d  c r im s o n  s a n d a ls , w i th  a  p r ie s t ly  c a p  o n  
h is s h a v e n  h e a d . A n d  o t h e r  s h a v e n  p r ie s ts  in  w h ite  
p a s s e d , a n d  tw o  m a id s  in  g o ld e n  tissu e , s in g in g . A n d  
th e n  c a m e  A p is  th e  b u l l ,  e m b le m  o f  P t a h :  s n o w -w h ite ,  
w ith  h o r n s  w r e a th e d  in  g a r la n d s ,  a n d  llo w e rs  u p o n  h is  
b r o a d  b a c k , s ta lk in g  o n  g o ld e n  h o o v e s . A n d  th e r e  f o l
lo w e d  a f t e r  a  l i t t l e ,  a m o n g  s e v e r a l  l i t te r s ,  th e  s e d a n  c h a ir  
o f  th e  D a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h .  B u t  h e r  c u r ta in s  w e re  
d o w n : th e  fa c e  o f  H a t h a n e  w as s h u t  off f ro m  m e . A n d  
t h e r e  c a m e  m a n y  c h a r io t s  w i th  p r a n c i n g  h o rs e s  p lu m e d  
a n d  s p le n d id ;  a n d  o t h e r  h o r d e s  o f  p r ie s ts .

T h e  m u s ic  d ie d  in  d is ta n c e . A y e , th a t  w a s  m y  first 
s ig h t o f  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n .  B u t  th e  b e g g a r  
w as im p a t ie n t .  H is  v o ic e  w h in e d , u r g i n g  m e  o n .

T h e r e a f t e r  w e  c a m e  to  a  p a r t  o f  th e  c i ty  ly in g  b y  th e  
r iv e r .  A t  first i t  a ll  s e e m e d  s t r a n g e , so  h a d  w e  w o u n d  in  
a n d  o u t  th e  t o r tu o u s  s tr e e ts  o f  T h e b e s .  B u t  I  d id  n o te  
th a t  it  la y  in  t h a t  s e c t io n  o f  th e  c a p i t a l  E n d  o f  th e  C ity ,  
th e  w r e tc h e d , a lm o s t  a b a n d o n e d  q u a r t e r  o f  w h ic h  1 h a t e  
w r i t t e n ,  a  p l a c e  o f  d e s o l a t io n .  C lo s e  b y  th e  N ile  s to o d  
a  lo w , f la t -r o o f e d  s t r u c tu r e ,  b u i l t  s q u a r e , w i th  w a lls

* T h e  P h arao h .



s lo p in g  in w a r d  to w a r d  th e  r o o f .  A n d  h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  
n a r r o w  d o o r  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  b e g g a r  led  m e .

T h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th is  m u d -b r ic k  h o u s e  h a d  b u t  o n e  
w in d o w , a n d  th a t  a  l i t t l e  s q u a r e  th in g  h ig h  u p  n e a r  th e  
c e il in g . T h e  w a lls  h a d  b e e n  r u d e l y  p a i n te d  w i th  s ce n e s  
s h o w in g  a  g i ld e d  c h a r i o t ,  a  te m p le  o f  th e  d e a d , a n d  a  
c r u d e  d r a w i n g  o f  s o m e  g o d :  w h e th e r  h a w k  o r  ib is , I  
c o u ld  n o t  te l l .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  w as d a r k  d e s p ite  th e  d a y  
o u ts id e ; a n d  th e  l ig h t  t r o m  th e  s m a ll  w in d o w  a n d  f ro m  
a  la m p  o f  c la y  w h o s e  s m o k e  o n ly  m a d e  g r e a t e r  th e  
o b s c u r i ty .

J ust  in sid e  t h e  door, I sto pped . I h e a r d  q u ic k  m o v e 
m e n ts .  I n  th e  l ig h t  u n d e r  th e  w in d o w , b y  th e  s m o k y  
la m p , tw o  m e n  in  a r m o r  s to o d . A n d  I  c r i e d  o u t ,  a n d  
s o u g h t  to  d r a w  m y  s w o rd .

S t r o n g  a r m s  f r o m  b e h in d  se iz e d  m y  w ris ts , a n d  s to u t  
c o r d s  b o u n d  th e m . A n d  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s -  
to s  s m o te  u p o n  m y  e a r s .

“ W e lc o m e , M y e n id e s ,”  h e  s a id .
“ B u t  th e  b e g g a r !” I  g a s p e d , s t i l l  to o  m a z e d  f o r  c le a r  

th o u g h t .  “ T h e  w r e tc h  w a s  fa lse , t h e n !”
“ N a y ,” a n s w e r e d  th a t  t r e a c h e r o u s  lo r d . “ T h e  b e g g a r  

w as t r u e .  T h e r e  lies  y o u r  m a n . H is  s o u l is w e ig h e d  
a lr e a d y .”

In  th e  s h a d o w s  u n d e r  th e  p a i n te d  w a l l  la y  a  h u d d le d  
b o d y . A  lo n g  s p e a r  p in n e d  i t  to  th e  f lo o r  in  a  p o o l  o f  
d r y in g  b lo o d .

T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  la u g h e d . “ I  w a s  in  th e  w o o d  
b y  th e  l i t t le  h o l lo w ,” h e  b o a s te d , “ w h e n  y o u r  f a th e r  
o u t  o f  h is  w is d o m  to ld  y o u  w h a t  to  d o  in  T h e b e s .  I c o u ld  
n o t  c a tc h  a ll  h e  s a id , b u t  th e  i m p o r t a n t  th in g s  I h e a r d .  
O f  w h a t  u se  is th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b ?  I k n o w  o n ly  i t  w a s  to  
b e  d e l iv e r e d  to  y o u  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  th e  m a r k e d  b e a d s .  
A n d  s u r e ly  n e c k la c e s , w h ic h  a r e  lik e  th e  g r a s s -b la d e s  in  
n u m b e r , a r e  n o  c o m m o n e r  th a n  a r e  s c a r a b s  in  E g y p t !  
Y o u  w ill n o t  s a tis fy  m y  c u r io s i ty ? ”

I w a s  s i le n t .
“ N o  m a t t e r ,”  s a id  (h e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s .  “ K e e p  th e  

s c a r a b :  I  la y  i t  so  o n  A m m o n ’s a l t a r .  W h e r e  y o u  a r e  
b o u n d , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  th e r e  w ill b e  n o  u se  f o r  e a r th -  
m a d e  s c a r a b s , n o r  f o r  e a r th - m a d e  b r o n z e ."

“ T h e  less E g y p t ia n  y o u , to  th in k  so , P h a e s to s ,” s a id  I .  
“ W h e n  th e  P h a r a o h  d ie s , a l l  th e  tr in k e ts  P h a r a o h  lo v es  
w ill b e  la id  in  th e  to m b  f o r  h im  S u re ly , a  m a n ’s K a  
o r  d o u b le -s e lf  n e e d s  th e  p o sse ss io n s  o f  th is  life  to  s o la c e  
h im . W i l l  n o t  m y  K a , w h e n  I lie  in  th e  to m b , jo y  in  th is  
s c a r le t  s c a r a b —e v e n  as  I ? ”

“ T h e r e  is s o m e  m y s te ry  a b o u t  th is  s c a r a b ,”  d e c la r e d  
th e  o n e  b y  P h a e s to s ’ s id e : a n d  th e  v o ic e  w a s  th a t  o f  
P a r m e d e s  “ A ll  m e n  k n o w  M y e n id e s  to  b e  a  w a r r i o r  w h o  
c a r e s  n o th i n g  f o r  b a u b le s . A n d  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  se e n  b e 
fo re  a n  iv o ry  s c a r a b  d y e d  s c a r le t ? ”

“ N o  m a t t e r ,” s a id  P h a e s to s .  “ W h a t  c a r e  w e  f o r  a  
s c a r a b ?  I h a v e  th a t  w ith in  m y  p o w e r  w h ic h  I c a m e  to  
E g y p t  to  g e t .  A n d  y o u  w o u ld  m a r r y  H a t h a n e ! ”

I s t i r r e d  a n d  c le n c h e d  m y  fists, t h a t  w e r e  h e ld  b o u n d  
b e h in d  m e .

“ I le a r n e d  o f  y o u r  f a th e r  a b o u t  th e  r o d  o f  o l iv e  w o o d ,  
a n d  o f  th e  th r e e  m a r k e d  b e a d s  y o u  c a r r i e d  in  th e  la m b 
sk in  b a g . I h a d  b u t  to  p e e l a  w a n d  a n d  s it b y  th e  p i l la r  
in  th e  M a r k e tp la c e  o f  th e  W in e -m e r c h a n ts ,  a n d  w a i t  lo r  
th e  b e g g a r . W h e n  h e  c a m e , w e  p e r s u a d e d  h im  to  t r u d g e  
th is  w a y . A n d  h e r e  w e r e le a s e d  h is  th r e e  se lv e s  f r o m  b o d y  
g r o w n  to o  o ld  a n d  w o r n  to  h o ld  th e m . A m m o n  n e e d e d  
th e  b e g g a r ’s l i fe , a n d  to o k  i t .”

“ L i f e  is c h e a p  in  A m m o n ’s h a n d s ,” s a id  I.
" I ,  w h o s e  c o u n s e l  y o u  s c o r n e d , M y e n id e s ,”  sa id  th e  

o t h e r ,  s te p p in g  f o r w a r d  a n d  s tr ik in g  m e  in  th e  f a c e  w ith  
th e  fla t o f  h is  b a n d , “ w ill r e p o r t  y o u  to  M in o s . I c o u n s e l  
y o u  n o w : m a k e  y o u r  p e a c e  w i th  y o u r  U n k n o w n  G o d ,  
f o r  th e  k n o w n  g o d s  h a v e  y o u .”

“ Y o u r  to n g u e  o u ts p e e d s  y o u r  w its ,” s a id  I .  “ I  f e a r  
n e i th e r  A m m o n  n o r  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n . Y o u  tw o

s h a ll  s o o n  fe e d  th e  ja c k a l  a n d  th e  c r o c o d i l e ;  f o r  y o u r  
g o d s  a r e  n o  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  fo rm s  y o u  c lo t h e  th e m  in :  
f o u l m o n s te r s  o f  e v i l  d r e a m s  I w o r s h ip  th e  E t e r n a l ,  th e  
L i v i n g  G o d . T h i n k  y o u  H e  w h o  m a d e  th e  s u n  o f  R a  
w ill f a il  t o  ta k e  m e  o u t  o f  th e  T e m p l e  o f  L i e s ? ”

“ Y o u r  g o d  m u s t  b e  f a r  o ff  in  th is  h o u r ,  to  l e t  y o u  b e  
d e l iv e r e d  i n to  o u r  h a n d s ,” s n e e r e d  P h a e s to s .  “ M a y h a p  
h e  w a n d e r s  w i th  M o se s  in  th e  w ild e r n e s s , o r  is g i v in g  a 
fe a s t to  th e  K h a  o f  C h n -m - 'c te n  in  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  
K in g s .”

“ M y  f o o t  h a s  n o t  s l ip p e d , b u t  H e  lia s  b o r n e  m e  u p  ” 
s a id  I . “ W h e n  y o u  th r e w  m e  in  th e  A r e n a  o f  L a b y r in t h ,  
I r o s e  a g a i n —a n d  i t  w a s  y o u  w h o  t a r r i e d ,  O  L o r d  o f  
th e  je w e le d  b o o ts ,  s u p in e  o n  th e  s a n d s , w h e n  I w e n t  
f o r t h .  A n d  w h e n  th is  f e llo w  b y  y o u  s o u g h t  to  s la y  m e  
w ith  a n  a r r o w , a  c a p f u l  o f  w in d  s h if te d  o u r  b o a t ,  a n d  
th e  b o l t  m is se d  m e  b y  a  t h u m b ’s -b r e a d th  a n d  p lu n g e d  
in to  th e  in s e n s a te  b o a r d s . E v e n  t h a t  a n i m a l  h e r d  f ro m  
A m m o n , s e t  r a v e n i n g  in  th e  n ig h t  b y  y o u  to  c u t  m e  d o w n ,  
fled  b e f o r e  th e  lla m e  o f  m y  s w o rd  T h e  p r ie s t ly  k n if e  w as  
s h a t t e r e d ,  a n d  tw o  p r ie s ts  w ill n e v e r  n a m e  H a t h o r  o r  
H o r n s  a g a in .  M y  G o d  liv e s .”

“ L e t  y o u r  g o d  p i t  h is  p o w e r s  th e n  a g a in s t  th e  g o d s  
o f  E g y p t ,” sa id  P h a e s to s .  “ F r o m  th e  g r e a t  te m p le  o n  
th e  w e st b a n k , le t y o u r  g o d  s n a tc h  y o u  f ro m  A m m o n ’s 
a r m s . H a !  A n  u n k n o w n  g o d , is h e ?  T h e n  to  y o u  is 
h is p o w e r  u n k n o w n . 1 w o r s h ip  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h  I 
d e fy  y o u r  H e b r e w  Y a w e .”

“ B e f o r e  I h a v e  s e e n  th r e e  n ig h ts  c o m e  a n d  g o ,” sa id  
I , “ b e f o r e  y o u  le a s t  in  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  w ith  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n , I  w ill  b e  f r e e —a n d  I w ill b e  th e  P h a r a o h 's  g u e s t  
a t  y o u r  fe a s t in g . B u t  o n e  o f  y o u  tw 'o w h o  s h a ll  s e e  m e  a t  
th e  K in g ’s ta b le ,  s i t t in g  in  h o n o r  as  th e  a m b a s s a d o r  f ro m  
C r e t e —o n e  o f  y o u , I  say , w ill n e v e r  w a lk  th e n c e  a l iv e .  
A n d  as to  y o u , O  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s !  B e f o r e  a n o t h e r  n e w  
m o o n  s h in e s  o n  T i y ’s la k e , y o u r  b o d y , r iv e n  a n d  life less , 
s h a ll  feed  th e  d o g s  o f  T h e b e s ! "

“ P a r m e d e s ,” s a id  P h a e s to s ,  “ th is  d o g  f ro m  L a b y r i n t h ’s 
s ta lls  is m a d . B u t  I a m  a h ig h  p r ie s t—I  w ill n o t  p o l lu te  
m y s e lf : I  w ill  n o t  to u c h  h im . L e t  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  
ta k e  h im  f o r  s a c r if ic e  in  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  I g o  
to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  to  s u e  f o r  H a t h a n c ’s h a n d .”

W i t h  o n e  c o n v u ls io n  o f  m y  a r m s  I s n a p p e d  th e  c o r d s  
th a t  b o u n d  m e  a n d  s u r g e d  f o r w a r d . I s tr u c k  P h a e s to s  
s u c h  a  b lo w  w i th  c le n c h e d  fist, h e  s m a s h e d  b a c k  a g a in s t  
th e  p a i n te d  w a ll  a n d  fe ll , s p r a w lin g  a n d  se n se le ss , u p o n  
th e  h a r d  m u d -f lo o r .

T h e y  w 'ho s to o d  b e h in d  m e  s t r u c k  m e  d o w n  a n d  
b o u n d  m e  a g a i n ,  a n d  g a g g e d  m y  m o u t h  w ith  n o is o m e  
r a g s . T h e y  o p e n e d  a p l a c e  m  th e  floor o n  th e  r iv e r -s id e ,  
a n d  to o k  m e  f r o m  th a t  p la c e  b y  s h a k y  s te p s  le a d in g  d o w n  
to  a  b la ck  te m p le  b o a t  w ith  th e  g i ld e d  h a w k -h e a d s  o n  
b o w  a n d  s te r n , a n d  a  c a n o p y , o r  n a o s , in  th e  m id s t  o f  
h e r  A n d  O s ir is  w a s  p a i n t e d  th e r e ,  a n d  Isis  th e  m o th e r  
a n d  H o r u s  h e r  so n

T h e y  c a s t  m e  in to  th e  n a o s  a n d  d r o p p e d  th e  w h ite  
c u r ta in s ;  b u t  o n e  o f  th e s e  c a u g h t  b y  a c o r n e r  a n d  h e ld ,  
so  I c o u ld  lo o k  f o r t h  u p o n  th e  l i v e r .  B u t  th e  tw o  
C r e t a n s  h a d  r e m a in e d  in  th e  s q u a r e  h o u s e  b v  th e  s h o r e .  
A n d  as w e  m o v e d  f ro m  u n d e r  th e  s h a d o w  o f  t h a t  h o u s e ,  
b e h o ld , i t  w a s  th e  H o u s e  o f  H c k t ,  a n d  b e y o n d  it  th e  
l i t t l e  p i e r  w h e re  la y  m y  r iv e r -b o a t  a n d  th e  h e r o e s .

A s  I la y  w ondering  w h e th e r  th e y  m ig h t  see  th e  sa il
in g  o f  th e  te m p le -b a r k , m y  r iv e r -b o a t  s t i r r e d  a n d  c a m e  to  
l i fe : th e  t r i a n g u l a r  r e d  s a il u n f u r l e d ;  th e  m o o r i n g  w as  
c a s t  o lf ; th e  s a il  to o k  th e  b r e e z e . W i t h  s u d d e n  s p u r t ,  she  
s lid  p a s t  u s so  n e a r  th a t  sh e  a lm o s t  f o u le d  o u t  o a r s m e n  
w ith  h e r  sw e e p s . A n d  O r e s to s  th e  H a g g ia n  w a s  a t  th e  
t i l le r ,  l e a n in g  o v e r  a n d  s c a n n i n g  th e  te m p le  c r a f t .  *

F o r  th e  m o m e n t ,  I  t h o u g h t  th e y  w o u ld  b o a r d  u s  T h e  
p r ie s ts  k n e w  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e , th e  c r a f t  w a s  m in e ;  b u t  th e y  
w e r e  u n e a s y , a n d  1 h e a r d  a  j i n g l e  o f  m e ta l  as  th e y  g o t  
r e a d y  th e i r  a r m s .



A b r u p t l y  m y  r iv e r -b o a t  s to o d  a w a y  a n d  r a n  d o w n 
s tr e a m  p a s t  th e  te m p le  la n d in g  t i l l  w e  h a d  r e a c h e d  th e  
s te p s ; a n d  th e n  sh e  p u t  a b o u t  a n d  d r o p p e d  th e  n o w  
u seless  s a i l .  A n d  m y  h e r o e s  o f  H a g g i a  p u l le d  h e a v ily  
a g a in s t  th e  c u r r e n t  o f  th e  N i le .  B u t  I ,  b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d  
w ith in  th e  n a o s , c o u ld  n o t  s ig n a l  th e m .

T h e  p r ie s ts  w a i te d  a t  th e  te m p le  la n d in g  f o r  th e  
r iv e r -b o a t  to  p a ss . B u t  a t  th is  m o m e n t  o n e  o f  th e m  
s a w  t h a t  m y  c u r ta in s  w e r e  o p e n  a n d  d r e w  th e m  s h u t .  
V et p r e s e n tly  I  h e a r d  th e  n o s e  o f  m y  c r a f t  n u z z le  th e  s id e  
o f  th e  te m p le -b o a t ,  a n d  I  k n e w  t h a t  o n ly  th e  th in  w h ite  
v e lv e t  o f  th e  n a o s  w a s  b e tw e e n  O r e s to s  a n d  m e .  A n d  
T h e a r d  h is  v o ic e .

“ Y o u  a r e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  T e m p l e ? ”  h e  a s k e d .
H o w  e x c e l le n t ly  h e  s p o k e  E g y p t ia n !  W h e n  y o u  h a v e  

n e e d  o f  a n  e n v o y , O  M in o s , s e n d  f o r t h  O r e s to s :  I c o m 
m e n d  h im  to  L a b y r i n t h  f o r  h is  c o u r a g e ,  h is  r e s o u r c e f u l 
n ess, a n d  h is  b r a in s :  a n  h o n o r a b l e  m a n  in  w h o m  th e r e  
is n o  g u ile .

A  s u r ly  v o ic e  a n s w e r e d  O r e s to s :  " P r i e s t s  o f  A m m o n  
o n  te m p le  b u s in e s s , s t r a n g e r .”

“ Y o u  c a m e  f o r t h  f r o m  th e  s h a d o w  o f  th e  h o u s e  o f  m u d -  
b r ic k s ,” s a id  O r e s to s .  “ A  s o r d id  p la c e ,  h a l f  r u in o u s .  
W h a t  d id  p r ie s ts  o f  so  r i c h  a  te m p l e  in  p l a c e  so  m e a n ? ” 

“ W e  to o k  th e n c e  a  r e v i le r  o f  th e  g o d s ,” s a id  th e  s u r ly  
v o ic e .  “ S u re ly , a l t a r s  o f  A m m o n  a r e  to o  h o ly  f o r  th is  
o n e . I  w ill  a s k  t h a t  h e  b e  b o r n e  to  th e  s a n c tu a r y  o f  
s e r p e n t -h o ld in g  P ta h -S o k a r ,  th e  p ig m y  g o d  u p o n  th e  
c r o c o d i l e ’s b a c k . T h e r e  h e  s h o u ld  d i e ! ”

" I  h a v e  b e e n  to ld  t h a t  th e  h o u s e  o f  m u d  is k n o w n  
as th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t ,” s a id  O r e s to s . “ F r o m  th e  fro g  
H e k t  th e  g o d d e s s  o f  b i r t h  to  S o k a r  lo r d  o f  d e a t h  is th e  
s p a n  o f  a  m a n ’s li fe . N o w , w ill  n o t  H e k t  b e  a n g r y  th a t  
A m m o n  r o b s  h e r  to  s a c r if ic e  t o  S o k a r ? ”

“ H e k t  h a s  n o  p o w e r  t o  f r o n t  A m m o n  g o d  o f  o a s e s ,”  
r e to r te d  th e  p r ie s t .

“ C a n  S o k a r  g iv e  l i f e ? ”  e x c la im e d  O r e s to s .  “ N a y , S o k a r  
is th e  e n d  o f  a l l ;  b u t  H e k t  is r u l e r  o f  th e  b e g in n in g .  Y o u  
r o b  b i r t h  to  g iv e  to  d e a t h :  so  r u n s  m a n ’s l i fe . B u t  is it 
f o r  m a n  t o  u s u r p  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  g o d s ?  L e t  H e k t  g iv e  
so n s  to  E g y p t ,  a n d  le t  H e k t  k e e p  h e r  o w n : b u t  fe e d  n o t  
S o k a r , le s t O s ir is  b e  a n g r y .”

“ Is  Isis  a n g r y ,”  c r ie d  th e  p r ie s t ,  “ b e c a u s e  th e  p r ie s ts  
w h o  s h a k e  th e  s is tr u m  a t  h e r  fe a s ts  p l a c e  th e  r o d s -a n d -  
r in g s  in  H a t h o r ’s h a n d ? ”

“ T h e r e i n  lie s  n o  p a r a l l e l ,”  a n s w e r e d  O r e s to s .  “ F o r  
th o u g h  th e  j i n g l in g  s is tr u m , as  w'ell as  th e  c o w , is H a t h 
o r ’s e m b le m , y e t  t h a t  s i lv e ry  t i m b r e l  p e r ta i n s  to  Isis a ls o  
—b u t  o n ly  a s  th e  te m p le  m a id e n s  p la y  th e  lu te  in  th e  p r o 
ce ss io n  o f  A p is : th e  s is tr u m  is n o t  th e  e m b le m  o f  Isis , b u t  
h e r  h o n o r .  W h y , th e n , s h o u ld  Is is  b e  a n g r y  a t  th e  ro d s -  
a n d -r in g s  in  H a t h o r ’s h a n d ? ”

“ Is  n o t  S eb  th e  E a r t h  s e p a r a te d  f r o m  N u t  th e  H e a v e n s  
b y  S h u  th e  a i r ? ” d e m a n d e d  th e  s u r ly  p r ie s t .  “ E v e n  so, 
H e k t  a n d  S o k a r  a r e  a  l i f e ’s s p a n  a p a r t :  h o w  th e n  sh a ll  
th e y  m e e t  to  q u a r r e l  o v e r  th e  w r e tc h e d  o n e  ly in g  b o u n d  
u n d e r  th e  n a o s ? ”

“ B e  p a t i e n t  w i th  m e  y e t  a  l i t t l e ,  O  P r ie s t  o f  A m m o n ,” 
sa id  O r e s to s .  “ I w o u ld  le a r n  o f  E g y p t :  I  a m  f r o m  th e  
R e d  L a n d s  1 h a v e  b e e n  to ld  t h a t  o n c e  S o k a r  c a m e  to  
H e k t—b u t  n o t  th a t  o n e  w h o  is g o d d e s s  o f  b i r t h —a n d  th a t  
th is  o t h e r  H e k t  d ie d . B u t  y o u  n a m e d  th e  g o d d e s s  N u t  
Is  n o t  th e  g o d d e s s  N u t  r u l e r  o f  th e  a r r o w ? ”

“ Y o u  k n o w  m u c h  o f  o u r  g o d s ,” s a id  th e  p r ie s t .  “ T r u t h  
is in  y o u r  m o u t h .”

“ I f  th e n  A m m o n  s h o o ts  th e  a r r o w  a n d  N u t  tu r n s  it 
a s id e , s h a ll  A m m o n  b e  a n g r y ? ”

A n d  I  k n e w  O r e s to s  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  w h ic h  b e f e ll  m e  
o n  th e  r i v e r  f r o m  th e  b o w  o f  P a r m e d e s . D id  h e  k n o w  
♦ h a t  I  la y  w ith in ?  W a s  h e  s p e a k in g  f o r  m y  e a rs?

T h e r e  w a s  s til ln e s s  o n  th e  d e c k . I  h e a r d  th e  p r ie s t  a n 
s w e r  in  p u z z le d  to n e s : “ N a y , s t r a n g e r ,  f o r  A m m o n  k n o w s  
N u t  is g o d d e s s  o f  th e  a r r o w :  i t  is h e r s  to  d i r e c t  a c c o r d 
in g  to  h e r  w is d o m . A m m o n  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a n g r y .”

“ G o o d ,” s a id  O r e s to s .  “ B u t  th is  r e v i le r  o f  th e  g o d s  la y  
in  th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t  th e  g o d d e s s  o f  b i r t h ,  f o r  so  y o u  
s a id ; a n d  b i r t h  is n o t  th e  p r o v in c e  o f  S o k a r , lo r d  o f  d e a t h .  
I f  A m m o n  in tr u d e s  a n d  r o b s  H e k t  t o  p le a s e  S o k a r ,  w ill  
n o t  th e  f ro g -g o d d e s s  b e  a n g r y ? ”

A n d  I  k n e w  t h a t  O r e s to s  p u r p o s e d  to  a n g e r  th e  p r ie s t ,  
f o r  th e  p r ie s t ’s v o ic e  r o s e  s h r i l ly :  “ G o  y o u r  w a y , O  
S t r a n g e r !  T h i s  is a  b o a t  o f  th e  T e m p l e ,  a n d  a b o u t  th e  
g o d ’s b u s in e s s . H e  w h o  lie s  w i th in  c o m e s  i n to  E g y p t  to  
a w a k e n  a  g o d  t h a t  s le e p s , a  g o d  t h a t  b r o u g h t  r u i n  to  
T h e b e s  a n d  e m p t i e d  th e  T e m p l e  o f  A m m o n .”

A n d  n o w  I k n e w  O r e s to s  h a d  l e a r n e d  th a t  f o r  w h ic h  so  
c le v e r ly  h e  s o u g h t .

" M a y  H e r a k l i t i  th e  R i s i n g  S u n  b r in g  l i g h t  in t o  th e  d a r k
t e m p l e !”  e x c l a i m e d  O r e s to s  b o ld ly . " I f  th is  o n e  w h o m  
y o u  h a v e  b o u n d  w o rs h ip s  R a - H a r m a c h i s  th e  U n k n o w n  
G o d , le t  A m m o n  t r e m b le  in  h is  s a n c tu a r y !  F o r  A m m o n  
— a y e , a n d  a l l  th e  g o d s  o f  E g y p t —w ill  n o t  h o ld  f a s t  in  a n y  
te m p le  o f  E g y p t ,  in  th is  f a te f u l  h o u r ,  a n y  m a n  w h o  w o r 
sh ip s  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d .”

A n d  I h e a r d  th e  s o u n d  o f  s w e e p s . M y  r i v e r -b o a t  w as  
m o v in g  a w a y .

“ M a r k  th e  b o a t ! ”  e x c l a i m e d  th e  s u r ly  p r ie s t  t o  th e  
o th e r s .  “ T h e  p la g u e  s p r e a d s . I t  is th is  m a n  M o se s  w h o  
b r in g s  a  c h a t t e r i n g  o f  th e  O n e  G o d  i n to  E g y p t  a g a in .  
H e  w ill  le a d  f o r t h  h is  p e o p le  to  w o r s h ip  h is  g o d , w ill  h e ?  
W h i l e  th e  te m p le  s t i l l  s ta n d s , w h ile  th e  m ig h ty  c o lu m n s  
a r e  u n th r o w n , th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  w ill  d e f e n d  th e ir  
g o d —a y e , e v e n  a g a i n s t  th e  U n k n o w n .

“ L e t  u s  ta k e  th is  h e r e t i c  in to  th e  i n n e r  c o u r ts  f o r  a  
t im e , le s t h e  o f  th e  s m o o th - to n g u e  s t i r  u p  th e  P h a r a o h  
a g a in s t  u s . W e  h a v e  tu r n e d  th e  P h a r a o h ’s m in d  f ro m  
th e  O n e  G o d ; th is  o n e  s h a ll  n o t  w in  th e  K in g  b a c k  to  h is  
g o d  a g a i n !”

A n d  th e y  c a m e  i n to  th e  p la c e  w h e re  I la y , l i f te d  m e , 
a n d  b o r e  m e  r o u g h ly  u p  th e  p a v e d  w a y  i n to  th e  T e m p l e  
o f  K a r n a k .

C h a p t e r  S i x

T
M

F I E  g r e a t  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k  a t  T h e b e s ,  
i n to  w h ic h  th e  p r ie s ts  n o w  b o r e  m e , is o n e  
o f  th e  w o r ld ’s w o n d e r s .  T h e  te m p le s  o f  
o u r  g o d s  o n  C r e t e  a r e  in  L a b y r i n t h  P a l a c e  
—w h ic h  in d e e d  is a  r o y a l  h o u s e  t h a t  is a  
c i ty  in  i ts e lf , so  v a s t  i t  is—a n d  in  th e  S o u th  
P a i a c e  o f  P h a e s to s ,  s e c o n d  o n ly  to  L a b y r i n t h  
in  s p le n d o r  a n d  s ize . B u t  in  E g y p t ,  th e  

P h a r a o h s  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e i r  g r e a tn e s s  b u ild  te m p le s  to  
th e i r  g o d s . A n d  th is  te m p l e  K a r n a k  in d e e d  is th q  w o rk  
o f  m a n y  P h a r a o h s :  th e y  h a v e  k e p t  a d d in g  to  i t ,  e a c h  
s t r iv in g  to  o u t d o  th e  o t h e r s .  S o  t h a t  th e  m ig h ty  h a l l  
o f  c o lu m n s  p r o d u c e d  b y  th is  r iv a l r y  b r o u g h t  a  c h o k in g  
to  m y  t h r o a t ,  e v e n  b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d  as  I  w as.

M ig h ty  w e r e  th e s e  p i l la r s  as  tr e e s  o f  th e  f o re s t , a n d  in 
s c r ib e d  w i th  p i c t u r e s  o f  g o d s  a n d  in s c r ib e d  w i th  h i e r o 
g ly p h s . E a c h  o n e  w a s  to p p e d  b y  a  m a s s iv e  lo tu s  b u d .  
A n d  th e  p l a c e  w as  a  b la z e  o f  c o lo r .

N o w , a  b o u n d  m a n  b o r n e  d e a t h w a r d  is in  n o  m in d  to  
n o te  d e ta i ls  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  th o u g h  o f  s p le n d o r  u n r i 
v a le d . A n d  I  a m  c o n f u s e d : th e r e  w e r e  tw o  g r e a t  p o r ta ls ,  
o n e  w i th in  th e  o t h e r ,  w h y  I  k n o w  n o t ;  a n d  a n  i n n e r  c o u r t  
o f  c o lu m n s ;  a n d  th e n  th e  g r e a t  h a l l .  W e  c a m e  a t  la s t  to  
a  d a r k  a n d  s m a l le r  c h a m b e r  w h e r e  s to o d  th e  s a c r e d  b o a t  
o f  th e  g o d , th e  a r k  o f  A m m o n  b e a r in g  th e  im a g e , a n d  
s ilv e r  s a n d  b e f o r e  i t .  L e a d i n g  off th is  p la c e  w a s  a  s m a ll  
r o o m  w i th  m a s s iv e  d o o r  o f  b r o n z e . I n t o  th is  p l a c e  th e y  
b o r e  m e  a n d  s e t m e  d o w n , a n d  b a r r e d  th e  d o o r  a n d  
d e p a r t e d .

F a r  o ff, I  h e a r d  a  c h a n t i n g  to  th e  g o d  a n d  m o c k in g  
s o u n d s  o f  lu te s .

P r e s e n t ly  th e r e  c a m e  to  m y  b a r r e d  d o o r  a  l i t t l e  w iz 
e n e d  o ld  p r ie s t ,  w h o  s to o d  a  lo n g  t im e  lo o k in g  in  th r o u g h



th e  s m a ll  w in d o w . T h e n  h e  u n lo c k e d  th e  d o o r  a n d  
c a m e  in .

H is  fe e t  w e r e  n a k e d  a n d  h is  h e a d  w as  s h a v e n . H e  c a r 
r ie d  a  s m o k in g  la m p , w h ic h  h e  se t o n  a  s ta n d  o f  e b o n y  
a n d  iv o ry  I h a d  n o t  se e n  in  th e  d im n e s s . A n d  h e  s to o p e d  
o v e r  a n ti s tu d ie d  m y  f a c e . H is  fa c e  w a s  d r y  as  a  m u m 
m y ’s, a n d  c o v e r e d  w ith  w r in k le s  a s  w i th  a  v e il.

“ A  b o y  f ro m  th e  R e d  L a n d s ,” h e  m u t t e r e d ,  “ a  m e r e  
b o y . W h a t  d o e s  th e  g o d  A m m o n  w i th  a  b o y ?  W h a t  h a s  
c o m e  to  th e  te m p le , th a t  o n e  s h o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  b o u n d  
to  th e  h o ly  p la c e ?  I f  a  g o d  b e  g r e a t ,  s h o u ld  h e  n o t  b e  
m e r c if u l  a ls o ? ”

H e  k n e lt  b e s id e  m e  a n d  f re e d  m y  m o u t h  f r o m  th e  g a g .  
F r o m  th e  fo ld s  o f  h is  r o b e  h e  b r o u g h t  o u t  a s to n e  k n if e .  
F o r  th e  m o m e n t  I  th o u g h t  th e  k n if e  w a s  fo r  m y  h e a r t ,  
b u t  w ith  r a p id  m o tio n s  h e  c u t  m y  c o r d s  a n d  f re e d  m e .  
A n d  I  s a t  o n  th e  s to n e  a n d  r u b b e d  m y  w r is ts ; a n d  th e  
s c a r le t  s c a r a b  fe ll  f r o m  th e  la m b s k in  b a g  as  I  s to o p e d ,  f o r  
i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  lo o s e d  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t .

T he old  p r ie st  cried  o u t  and  picked  u p  th e  scarab, 
and turned  it  in  his hands, starin g  dow n a t the scarab 
and  at m e.

“ T h e r m u t h i s l ” h e  c r i e d .  “ T h e r m u t h i s !  H e r  b e a u ty  
w as lik e  th e  s y c a m o r e  tr e e  th a t  b u d d e d  a n d  g a v e  f o r t h  
g o d s !” A n d  h e  r a is e d  th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b  to  h is  f o r e h e a d .  

" Y o u  k n o w  T h e r m u t h i s ? ” I  a s k e d .
H e  s e e m e d  n o t  to  h e a r .  H e  lo o k e d  a t  m e  s t r a n g e ly .  
“ T h e  h a te d  o f  A m m o n  p o ssesses th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b !” h e  

e x c la im e d . " H o w  c a m e  y o u , y o u th  o f  th e  R e d  L a n d s ,  to  
p o ssess th e  a m u le t  o f  T h e r m u t h i s ? ”

“ I w a s  s e e k in g  T h e r m u t h i s  to  r e s t o r e  i t ,  w h e n  t r e a c h 
e ry  b r o u g h t  m e  h e r e ,” s a id  I.

“ Y o u  k n o w  th e  h is to r y  o f  th is  s c a r a b ? ”  d e m a n d e d  th e  
o ld  p r ie s t .

I s n o o k  m y  h e a d , f o r  m y  lip s  w e r e  s w o lle n  a n d  p a r c h e d ,  
a n d  w o rd s  to r m e n te d  th e m .

" T h i s  s c a r le t  s c a r a b ,” s a id  th e  p r ie s t ,  " w a s  g iv e n  b y  
th e  S o n  o f  P h a r a o h ,  b r o t h e r  o f  th e  P r in c e s s  T h e r m u t h i s ,  
to  th e  P r in c e  M o se s  w h e n  h e  w a s  in  f a v o r  in  th e  R o y a l  
H o u s e . A n d  M o se s  g a v e  it  in  tu r n  to  T h e r m u t h i s ,  h is  
f o s te r -m o th e r .  A n d  s h e , w h e n  M o se s  w as a b o u t  to  flee  
f o r  h is  life  o u t  o f  E g y p t ,  g a v e  it  to  h i m  a g a i n .  I t  w a s  a  
to k e n  b e tw e e n  th e m . Is n o t  t r u t h  th e  r e d -b lo o d  o f  life ?  
A n d  th is  s c a r a b , r e d  a s  b lo o d , im a g e  o f  e t e r n a l  t r u th ?

“ F o r  th e r e  w a s  a  b o n d  b e tw e e n  M o se s  a n d  T h e r m u 
th is  as  s t r o n g  a s  t h a t  b e tw e e n  m o t h e r  a n d  s o n : f o r  th e  
p r in c e s s  h a d  tu r n e d  h e r  h e a r t  t o  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  th e  
U n k n o w n  G o d —a n d  th e ir  G o d  w a s  th e  s a m e  G o d . I f  h e  
h a d  n e e d  o f  h e r  h e lp , h e  w as to  se n d  h e r  th e  s c a r le t  
s c a r a b . S h e  w o u ld  see h i m  w h o  b o r e  it to  h e r ,  w h a t 
e v e r  th e  t im e s  m ig h t  b e  o f  e v il  o r  o f  g o o d . A n d  y o u  in  
t r u t h  w e re  ta k in g  th e  s c a r a b  to  T h e r m u t h i s ? ”

“ Y o u  k n o w  m u c h ,  O  a n c ie n t  o n e ,” I  s a id . “ B u t  y o u  
a r e  p r ie s t  o f  A m m o n , a n d —”

“ I a m  a  p r in c e  o f  th e  r o y a l  b l o o d ,” s a id  th e  o ld  p r ie s t  
p r o u d ly , “ a n d  in  m y  y o u th  I  lo v e d  th e  P r in c e s s  T h e r m u 
th is . I a m  o ld , n o w . I  h a v e  b e e n  in  th e  T e m p l e  f o r  
m a n y  y e a rs . W h e n  M o se s  s tu d ie d  h e r e  th e  a n c i e n t  w is 
d o m , 1 w as  o n e  o f  h is  te a c h e r s .  S h o u ld  I n o t  f a v o r  h im  
w h o  w as f a v o r e d  o f  T h e r m u t h i s ? ”

H e  s to o d  as  it  d r e a m in g  o f  th in g s  f a r  off, a n d  tu r n e d  
f ro m  m e , a n d  w e n t  o u t  in to  th e  s to n e  c o r r i d o r  a g a in .  
B u t  s o o n  I h e a i d  h is  b a r e  f e e t  w h is p e r in g  o n  th e  s to n e s ,  
a n d  h e  r e tu r n e d .

“ T w o  th in g s  I a s k ,” h e  s a id ; “ y o u r  n a m e , a n d  f o r  
w h a t  p u r p o s e  y o u  w e r e  b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d  a n d  b r o u g h t  
h e r e  b v  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t ? ”

“ Y o u  a  p r ie s t  o f  A m m o n , a n d  d o  n o t  k n o w !”
“ M y  te m p le  n a m e  is M a a t - A m m o n ,” h e  to ld  m e . “ I  

h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  th e  s a c r e d  b o a t  a n d  th e  a r k  o f  th e  g o d .  
O f  th e  w o rld  w i th o u t ,  I  k n o w  n o t h i n g .”

“ I  a m  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,” I  to ld  h im , “ M y e n i-  
d es, s o n  o f  P h ra s y s  K in g  o f  H a g g ia ,  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  M in o s

a n d  o f  Z e u s . F r o m  th e  L a b y r i n t h  P a l a c e  I c o m e  to  
T h e b e s  a m b a s s a d o r  to  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n .”  

“ W o e  to  A m m o n !” c r i e d  M a a t - A m m o n , r a is in g  b o th  
h a n d s  a b o v e  h is  h e a d . “ T h i s  is e v i l  th e  H i g h  P r ie s t  
h a s  d o n e . K n e w  h e  th a t  y o u  a r e  a n  a m b a s s a d o r ?  F o r  
th e  p e r s o n  o f  a n  a m b a s s a d o r  is s a c r e d .”

I to ld  h im  th e n  a l l  m y  s to r y , a n d  w h y  I h a d  c o m e  in to  
E g y p t —y e a , I  e v e n  to ld  h im  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  s e c r e t  
m is s io n , f o r  h e  w a s  a  m a n  to  b e  t r u s te d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  
g u ile  in  M a a t - A m m o n .

H e  t h o u g h t  a w h ile .  “ T h e  g a l le y  Minos-eyr is a t  th e  
g r e a t  w h a r f ? ” h e  a s k e d .

“ I t  w ill  s u r e ly  b e  th e r e ,” I  a n s w e r e d , “ a n d  m y  r iv e r -  
b o a t  w i th  O r e s to s  a n d  m y  g u a r d s  by th e  s m a ll  p i e r  n e a r  
th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t .  T h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  o n  th e  r i v e r  a n d  
p a s s e d  th e  te m p l e  b o a t  as  w e  c a m e  h i t h e r .”

“ T h e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  w o rs h ip s  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h ,  
y o u  s a y ? ” s a id  M a a t - A m m o n . “ A n d  A m m o n  a n d  P t a h  
a r e  a g a i n s t  y o u . Y o u  c o m e  to  in q u ir e  o f  r e l ig io u s  t r u th s  
f r o m  th e  p r o p h e t  M o s e s , y o u  sa y , a n d  to  le a r n  o f  h is  g o d  
[e h o v a h .  W h a t  is th e  n a m e  o f  th a t  g o d  y o u  w o rs h ip ,  
O  S t r a n g e r ? ”

" I  w o r s h ip  th e  O n e ,  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d ,” s a id  I b o ld ly ,  
lo o k in g  h im  in  th e  ey e s . “ T h e  H ig h  P r ie s t  b e lie v e s  th is  
G o d  t h a t  o n e  w h o m  C h u -m -’e te n  k n e w  a s  R a - H a r m a c h i s .  
F o r  A m m o n ’s s a k e , h e  w o u ld  d e s tr o y  m e .”

T h e  o ld  p r ie s t  s ig h e d . “ Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  h o n e s t  w ith  
m e , M y e n id e s , a n d  p u t  y o u r  v e r y  life  in  m y  h a n d s .  
M o se s  w as  lo n g  in  th e  T e m p l e .  I h a v e  se e n  h im  h e l o r e  
th e  a l t a r ,  u p o n  th e  v e r y  s i lv e r  s a n d s , w i th  th e  s o n s  o f  
th e  P h a r a o h .  W h e n  h e  b o w e d  d o w n  b e f o r e  th e  A r k ,  
w h o m  th in k  y o u  M o s e s  w o r s h ip e d ?  T h e  G o d  A r n m o n -  
R a ? ”



" T h e  O n e  C o d ,” s a id  I .  “ H e  w h o m  M o se s  c a l ls  J e 
h o v a h :  f o r  so  d o  I , s ta n d in g  in  w o r s h ip  b e f o r e  th e  a l t a r  
o f  Z e u s , w o r s h ip  in  t r u t h  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d .”

“ E v e n  so  I, M a a t - A m t n o n , p r o p h e t  o f  th e  g o d , in  
s e c r e t  a d o r e  th e  g o d  o f  th e  H e b r e w s ,” w h is p e r e d  th e  
p r ie s t . “ F o r  A m m o n  is b u t  a n  im a g e  o f  w o o d  o r  o f  s to n e ,  
b u t J e h o v a h  is th e  L i v i n g  G o d . F e a r  n o  e v i l ,  M y e n id e s !  
T h e  s h a d o w  o f  th e  E t e r n a l  is u p o n  th is  c h a m b e r .”

A n d  M a a t - A m m o n  w e n t  o u t ,  a n d  c lo s e d  a n d  lo c k e d  
th e  p r is o n  d o o r  b e h in d  h im .

I  th r u s t  th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b  b a c k  in to  th e  la m b s k in  b a g  
a n d  d r o p p e d  it  u n d e r  m y  b r e a s tp la te s .  A n d  I s a t r u b 
b in g  m y  s o r e  w ris ts  a n d  m a r v e l in g .

T h e  s o u n d  o f  d is ta n t  lu te s  h a d  b e c o m e  s w e e t in  th e  
d a r k  te m p le  o f  K a r n a k .

N o w  c a m e  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f  A m m o n  a n d  s e v e ra l  
s h a v e n  p r ie s ts  w ith  h im .

“ F o r  w h a t  p u rp o s e , O  S o n  o f  Z e u s ,” s a id  th e  H ig h  
P r ie s t , “ h a v e  y o u  c o m e  in to  E g y p t ? ”

“ A s a m b a s s a d o r  f ro m  M in o s  to  m a k e  a  n e w  t r e a ty  
w ith  th e  P h a r a o h ,” s a id  I.

“ B u t  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s ,  w h o  is a  h ig h  p r ie s t  o f  
o u r  g o d , w a r n s  th a t  y o u  w o u ld  seek  o u t  M o se s  a n d  th a t  
y o u  w o rs h ip  th e  g o d  o f  th e  H e b re w s . T h e r e  a r e  e v e r  
p r e s e n t  in  E g y p t  th o s e  w h o  m o u n t  f o r  th e  g o d  o f  C h u -m -  
'e te n , w h o  a b a n d o n e d  T h e b e s ,  e f fa c e d  th e  n a m e  o f  A m 
m o n  f ro m  th e  m o n u m e n ts ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  r u in  to  o u r  
te m p le s . A n d  P h a e s to s  say s y o u  a r e  c o m e  to  a id  th e se  
h e r e tic s  w i th  th e  w e a l th  o f  L a b y r i n t h .”

N o w , th is  m a n  w a s  n o t  lik e  M a a t - A m m o n . T h e  H i g h  
P r ie s t  w as  n o t  o n e  in  w h o m  to  p u t  y o u r  t r u s t .  S o  I  
d is s e m b le d  a n d  a s k e d :

“ W h a t  k n o w  I ,  f r o m  th e  G r e e n  Is le s , o f  th e  H e b re w s ?  
I a m  c u r io u s  a b o u t  th e i r  g o d , as  I  a m  c u r io u s  a b o u t  th e  
g o d s  o f  y o u r  te m p le s .  W h a t  d o  I k n o w  o f  A m m o n  o r  
o f  P ta h ?  O r  o f  J e h o v a h  Y a w e ? ”

“ Y o u  a r e  o f  d iv in e  b l o o d ,” s a id  a n o t h e r .  “ I t  is y o u r  
r i g h t  to  k n o w .”

“ A y e ,” sa id  a  t h i r d  p r ie s t ,  “ a f o r e t im e  w e  h a v e  a d 
m i t te d  to  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  te m p le  K in g s  a n d  th e  son s  
o f  K in g s .”

“ W e  a r e  o f  tw o  m in d s  a b o u t  y o u ,” c o n f e s s e d  th e  H ig h  
P r ie s t .  “ T o  c u t  y o u  o ff, o r  to  se t y o u  f re e . I f  w e  slay  
y o u , s u r e ly  M in o s  w ill d e m a n d  y o u  o f  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n .  
a n d  th e  O n e  w ill in q u ir e  o f  u s. B u t  th e  K in g  o f  
P h a e s to s  says y o u  w o u ld  e n c o u r a g e  th e  b r o o d in g s  o f  th e  
P h a r a o h ,  w h o  a t  t im e s  in c l in e s  a g a i n  to  t h a t  R a -H a r -  
m a c h is  h e  w o r s h ip e d  in  h is  y o u t h .”

“ T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  is m y  e n e m y ,” s a id  1, " l o r  
1 a m  in  lin e  to  s u c c e e d  h im  a n d  c u t  off h is  so n  as  h e i r  
to  th e  S o u th  P a l a c e .  W h a t  c a r e  I w h o m  th e  P h a r a o h  
w o rs h ip s ?  L e t  e v e r y  m a n  w o r s h ip  th e  g o d  o f  h is  c h o ic e .  
L e t  A m m o n  k e e p  th e  w o r s h ip e r s  o f  A n n n o n .”

“ A n d  if w e  le t  y o u  liv e  a n d  g o  f r e e ,” s a id  th e  H ig h  
P r ie s t ,  “ y o u  w ill d e n o u n c e  us to  th e  P h a r a o h  f o r  se iz in g  
th e  b o d y  o f  a n  a m b a s s a d o r ,  s a c r e d  in  E g y p t .”

“ Y o u  h a v e  d o n e  th is  th in g  to  m e ,” saitl 1 c o o l ly .  “ Y o u  
h a v e  m a d e  r id d le s  f o r  th e  h i e r a r c h y .  I t  1 g o  f re e , I w ill  
d e n o u n c e  y o u .”

F l i c  p r ie s ts  w i th d r e w  c o ld ly , w i th  n o  f u r th e r  w o rd s . A  
l i t t l e  la te r ,  th e y  b r o u g h t  m e  a  g o ld e n  c h a i r  w h o s e  legs  
w e r e  th e  leg s o f  l io n s . A n d  th e y  s e rv e d  m e  m e a ts  a n d  
fin e ta k e s  a n d  w in e .

O n  e a c h  o f  th e  tw o  d a y s  f o llo w in g  th is  v is i t , th e  H ig h  
P r ie s t  q u e s t io n e d  m e ; a n d  e v e r  I a n s w e r e d  h im , w h e n  
h e  a s k e d  m e  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  w h a t  I s h o u ld  d o  it I w e r e  
s e t fre e , “ I w ill d e n o u n c e  y o u .” A n d  I k n e w  th e  p r ie s ts  
w e r e  s til l  o f  tw o  m in d s  w h a t to  d o , a n d  q u a r r e le d  to 
g e t h e r  a b o u t  m y  fa te .

O n  th e  th ir d  d a y  M a a t - A m m o n  c a m e  to  m y  c e ll .  “ T h i s  
d a y  th e r e  is to  b e  a f u n e r a l  p r o c e s s io n , w h e n  th e  b o d y  
o f  a  P r i n c e  o f  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  is b o r n e  to  th e  V a lie v  
o f  th e  D e a d . A n d  th e r e  w ill b e  m a n y  g o d s  in  th a t  
p r o c e s s io n . F e a r  y o u  n o t  th e  h a w k  w h e n  it c o m e s  to  
y o u r  c e l l .”

A n d  M a a t - A m m o n  s m ile d  a n d  d e p a r t e d .

I n t h e  a fter n o o n , a f t e r  I had ea ten , t h e r e  a r o s e  a  
g r e a t  s t ir  in  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  1 lo o k e d  o u t  i t tio  
th e  c o r r i d o r  b y  th e  s m a ll  w in d o w  o f  th e  d o o r ,  a n d  1 
sa w  m a n y  p r ie s ts  g o in g  a b o u t ,  w e a r in g  th e  m a sk s  o f  th e  
a n i m a l  g o d s .

T h e r e  c a m e  a t  la s t  a  s le n d e r  p r ie s t  w e a r in g  w h ite  
r o b e s  a n d  a  g r e a t  m a s k  lik e  a  h a w k ’s h e a d . T h i s  o n e  
u n lo c k e d  m y  d o o r  a n d  c a m e  in .

In  a c u r io u s ,  h o a r s e  v o ic e  h e  sa itl :
“ Y o u  b e a r  a n  a m u le t  in  a  la m b s k in  b a g . L e t  m e  see  

th e  a m u le t ,  if y o u  p le a s e .”
“ Y o u  a r e  to o  y o u n g  to  b e  a  p r ie s t ,"  s a id  I, “ fo r  s u r e ly ,  

y o u r  v o ic e  c h a n g e s .”
“ L e t  m e  see  th e  a m u le t  o f  T h e r m u t h i s  if  y o u  h a v e  i t .” 

in s is te d  th e  v o ic e , is s u in g  h o llo w -to n e d  f ro m  th e  h a w k -  
m a sk .

1 d r e w  f o r th  th e  la m b s k in  b a g , to o k  o u t th e  sca t le t 
s c a r a b ,  a n d  la id  it in  th e  o u ts t r e t c h e d  h a n d  o f  th e  h a w k -  
g o d . A n d  I c r ie d  o u t  a n d  to o k  t h a t  h a n d  in  m in e :  f o r  
it w'as a h a n d  I k n e w  a n d  n e v e r  s h o u ld  f o r g e t ,  s m a ll  
a n d  soft a n d  w a r m .

A n d  th e  o n e  in  th e  g a r b  o f  a  p r ie s t  to o k  o ff  th e  g r e a t  
h a w k ’s -h e a d  m a s k , a n d  b e f o r e  m e  s to o d  H a t h a n e  p r in c e s s  
o f  E g y p t .

B u t  a t o n c e  sh e  d o n n e d  th e  h a w k ’s -m a sk  a g a in .
“ N a y !” I p r o te s te d . “ L e t  m e  b u t  lo o k  in to  y o u r  ey e s , 

O  P r in c e s s :  f o r  I h a d  a lm o s t  c o m e  to  th in k  I w o u ld  
n e v e r  see  y o u  a g a i n !”

“ W o u l d  y o u  h a v e  p r ie s t  o f  A m m o n  b e h o ld  th e  D a u g h 
te r  o f  P h a r a o h  in  y o u r  c e l l? ” s h e  a s k e d . " T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  m y  b r o t h e r  w o u ld  s a c r if ic e  m e  to  th e  g o d !”

“ T h e  g o d s  f o r b id  i t ! ”  I c r i e d .  “ B u t  y o u  m u s t g o  
h e n c e  q u ic k ly . G o  f o r t h  a n d  jo in  th e  t h r o n g  a n d  r e t u r n



to  th e  P a l a c e .  N o w  th a t  I  h a v e  s e e n  y o u , I  k n o w  m y  
G o d  w ill  d e l iv e r  m e  o u t  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  A m m o n .”

A n d  I  a d d e d : " H o w  c a m e  y o u  b y  th e  h a w k ’s -h e a d  
m a s k ? ”

" M a a t - A m m o n  b r o u g h t  m e  m a s k  a n d  r o b e s ,”  s h e  a n 
sw e re d . “ H e  s ta n d s  in  th e  c o r r i d o r  to  a id  if  d a n g e r  c o m e s .  
S h o u ld  th e  H i g h  P r ie s t  c o m e —”

“ H e  w ill n o t  c o m e ,” I  s a id . “ T h e  U n k n o w n  G o d  
w o u ld  n o t  le t  h im  c o m e , w ith  H a t h a n e  in  m y  c e l l .”

N o w  fo r  t h e  second t im e  in  l i f e ,” s a id  th e  v o ic e  in  
th e  m a s k , “ M y e n id e s  a n d  H a t h a n e  e a c h  lo o k s  in to  th e  
o t h e r ’s f a c e —a n d , O  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  I  a m  a f r a id !  A s  
y o u  f e a r  th e  O n e  G o d , te ll  m e , te l l  m e :  What is Hathane 
Princess of Egypt, to Myenides Prince of Cretef”

“ C a n  w o rd s  te l l  w h a t  lie s  to o  d e e p  f o r  w o rd s ? ”  I  a s k e d .  
“ T o  th e  f e a s t in g  g u e s t ,  r a r e  w in e  to p s  th e  f e a s t ; b u t  m o r e  
th a n  b r e a d , h o n e y , m e a t  a n d  w in e  is th e  s c e n t  o f  th e  
lo tu s -b u d  in  th e  lo v e d -o n e ’s h a i r .  L o tu s -b u d  f r o m  T i y ’s 
la k e , I w ill b e a r  y o u  b a c k  w i th  m e  to  C r e t e  a n d  m a k e  
y o u  q u e e n  o f  H a g g i a !”

“ W h e n  I  w as  a  c h i l d ,” s a id  H a t h a n e ,  “ I lo v e d  y o u r  
f a th e r  m o r e  th a n  e v e r  I c o u ld  lo v e  m y  o w n , w h o  w a s  so  
s te rn  a n d  g r e a t .  A n d  if  I lo v e d  th e  f a t h e r —O  B r o n z e  
W a r r i o r ,  w h a t  is th is  in  m y  h e a r t  th a t  b u r n s  f o r  y o u !  
I h a d  se e n  y o u  b u t  o n c e —y e t  w h e n  I h e a r d  y o u  s to o d  
in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d e a t h ,  I c a m e  h e r e  to  y o u : B ro n z e  
W a r r i o r ,  if  y o u  s to o d  b e f o r e  O s ir is , I  w o u ld  jo in  y o u  
a t  th e  w e ig h in g  o f  y o u r  h e a r t ! ”

“ Y o u  w ill g o  b a c k  w ith  m e  to  C r e t e ? ”
“ I w ill g o  w ith  y o u  e v e n  to  th e  la n d  o f  P u n t —a y e ,  

B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  e v e n  to  D u a t  th e  U n d e r w o r ld ,  if  th e  
g o d s  w ill i t ! ”  sh e  s a id . “ B u t  y o u  s h a ll  su e  th e  P h a r a o h  
f o r  m e , e lse  t h e r e  w ill b e  w a r  b e tw e e n  C r e t e  a n d  E g y p t .  
B u t  firs t, y o u  m u s t  b e  fre e . N o w  lis te n , w h ile  I  s p e a k  
f a s t :

“ M a a t - A m m o n , k e e p e r  o f  th e  s a c r e d  b o a t  a n d  a r k  o f  
A m m o n , h a s  b e e n  to  th e  P h a r a o h .  A n d  h e  h a s  c o u n 
se led  m y  b r o t h e r  a t  o n c e  to  s e t  y o u  f re e . B u t  th e  w ily  
K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  in te r v e n e d : h e  to ld  m y  b r o t h e r  y o u  
w o rs h ip  th e  g o d  o f  th e  H e b r e w s , a n d  th a t  th is  g o d  is 
b u t  R a - H a r m a c h i s  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  n a m e . H e  s a id  to  
T u t- a n k h -A m m o n  y o u  h a d  b o a s te d  y o u r  U n k n o w n  G o d  
is g r e a t e r  th a n  a ll  th e  g o d s  o f  E g y p t .

“ A n d  m y  b r o t h e r  la u g h e d , a n d  s a id :
“ ‘T h e  L o r d  h is  G o d  c a n n o t  d e l iv e r  M y e n id e s  o u t  o f  

th e  h a n d  o f  A m m o n ! B u t  le s t th r o u g h  h is  m a g ic  h e  
s h o u ld  e s c a p e , m y  c h a r io t s  a n d  m y  h o r s e m e n  s h a ll  s u r 
r o u n d  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  I f  th e  L o r d  h is  G o d  b e  
g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  g o d s  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  M y e n id e s  b r e a k  f o r th  
e v e n  th r o u g h  th e se  m y  g u a r d s , t h r o u g h  th e  c h a r i o t  a n d  
th e  s p e a r  a n d  th e  s w o r d , I  w ill  th e n  se e k  h i m  w i th  th e  
a r m y  o f  E g y p t  to  c u t  h im  d o w n —y e a , w i th  a ll  th e  h o s t ! ’ 

“ A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  s a id : ‘ B u t  if  th e  L o r d  h is  G o d  d e l iv 
e r  M y e n id e s  f re e  o f  th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  th e  B r o n z e  
W a r r i o r  s h o u ld  r e a c h  h is  g a l le y , b y  h is  G o d  I v o w  h e  
sh a ll  th e r e  lie  sa fe  a s  in  s a n c tu a r y .  A n d  to w a r d  n ig h t  I  
w ill se n d  a n  e s c o r t  a n d  a  g u a r d  o f  c h a r io t s  a n d  o f  h o r s e 
m e n , a n d  f e tc h  h im  u p  in  p o m p  to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e ,  
a n d  I w ill fe a st t h a t  n ig h t  a n d  h o n o r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  
as a m b a s s a d o r  f ro m  C r e t e . ’

“ A n d  th e  K in g  ro s e  f r o m  th e  G r e a t  C h a i r  o f  H o r u s ,  
a n d  ra is e d  h is  s c e p te r  a n d  c r i e d :  ‘S h o u ld  I b e t r a y  h i n r , 
o n c e  h e  h a s  r e a c h e d  sa fe ly  th e  g a l le y  Minos-eye, a n d  
b r e a k  th is  v o w , le t  th e  L o r d  h is  G o d  c u t  m e  off, a n d  in  
t h a t  s a m e  m a n n e r  as  M y e n id e s  P r i n c e  o f  H a g g ia  d i e d ! ’ 

“ A n d  th e  P h a r a o h ’s c h a r io t s  a n d  h is  h o r s e m e n  n o w  
g u a r d  th e  g a te s  o f  th e  te m p le , a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  h a v e  se t  
th e ir  w a tc h  th r o u g h  a ll  its  c o u r ts  a n d  c o r r id o r s ,  to  m a k e  
s u r e  th a t  b y  y o u r  m a g ic  y o u  d o  n o t  e s c a p e .”

“ Y e t  f o r  a ll  th is  m ig h t  o f  E g y p t ,  I  w ill  g o  f r e e ,”  I  s a id .  
“ I  h a v e  ta lk e d  w i th  th e  L o r d  A g r e s te s ,” H a t h a n e  to ld  

m e . “ A n d  b e f o r e  n i g h t ,  t r u ly , y o u r  C r e t a n s  w ill  ta k e  
y o u  f o r t h —w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d .”

A n d  w i th  a  s w if t m o v e m e n t ,  H a t h a n e  l i f te d  o i l  th e  
h a w k ’s h e a d  a n d  h e ld  i t  o u t  to  m e .

“ O h , ta k e  i t !  P u t  it  o n ! ” s h e  c r i e d  w i th  a  l i t t l e  s o b .  
“ A n d  th e s e  p r ie s t ly  r o b e s !  Q u ic k !  Q u i c k !”

“ F o r  w h a t  p u r p o s e ? ” I  a s k e d  b la n k ly , h o ld i n g  th e  
m a s k  in  m y  h a n d s .

“ H o w  e ls e  c a n  y o u  e s c a p e  f r o m  K a r n a k !  P u t  o n  th e  
m a s k —a n d  g o  f r e e !”

“ A n d  w h a t  w o u ld  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  d o  to  H a t h 
a n e , w h e n  th e y  d is c o v e r e d  th e y  h a d  b e e n  t r i c k e d ? ” I 
c r i e d .  “ Y e a , v e r i ly , I  w ill  p u t  o n  th e  m a s k , f o r  lo v e  o f  
H a t h a n e  o f  E g y p t !”

I r a is e d  th e  h e a v y  h a w k ’s m a s k  as  if  to  s e t it  o v e r  m y  
h e a d .  B u t  w i th  sw ift m o t io n ,  I  s l ip p e d  i t  b a c k  o v e r  
h e r s .

“ G o ! ” I  c r ie d . “ G o  s w if t ly , le s t y o u  b e  s e e n , q u e s 
t io n e d , a n d  l o s t !”

W e  s to o d  in s i le n c e  fa c e  t o  f a c e . W i t h  a  s o b , H a t h a n e  
s te p p e d  c lo s e  to  m e  a n d  to u c h e d  m y  c h e e k . A n d  I to o k  
th e  s m a ll  h a n d  a n d  s a id :

“ T h o u g h  t o u r  b o d y  a n d  m y  b o d y  m a y  b e  p a r te d  by  
s e a s , O  L o tu s -b u d , n e v e r m o r e  in  th is  life  o r  h e r e a f t e r  
c a n  s p a c e  o r  t im e  p a r t  th e  h e a r t s  o f  H a t h a n e  a n d  tire  
B r o n z e  W a r r i o r .”

T h e  d o o r  c r a s h e d  s h u t .  I  s to o d  w ith  b o w e d  h e a d ,  
m o v e d  to  th e  s o u l , a lo n e  in  m y  c e l l .  . . .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  O  M in o s , th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f  A m m o n  
c a m e , a n d  s e v e r a l  p r ie s ts  w i th  h im . T h e y  to o k  m e  
f o r t h  o u t  o f  th e  c e l l  in to  th e  c h a m b e r  o f  th e  g r e a t  
b o a t  a n d  th e  a r k  a n d  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s . T h e y  s to o d  m e  
f a c in g  th e  b o w  o f  th e  b o a t  w ith  m y  b a c k  to  th e  o u te r  
w a ll .  B u t  s o m e o n e  in  th a t  d im n e s s  th r u s t  m y  b e l t  a n d  
s w o r d  in to  m y  h a n d ; a n d  s o f tly , u n d e r  m y  r o b e ,  I  b u c k le d  
o n  th e  b e l t .

A n d  th e y  b r o u g h t  to r c h e s  a n d  t h r u s t  th e m  in to  
b r a z e n  s o c k e ts  o n  th e  w a lls .

A n d  th e y  b r o u g h t  a  b a s in  o f  g o ld  a n d  se t it  u p o n  
th e  s i lv e r  sa n d s  b e f o r e  th e  a r k  o f  th e i r  g o d ;  a n d  a  b la c k  
k n if e  o f  th e  s to n e  o b s id ia n  s a c r e d  to  th e  g o d s  u p o n  a  
c u s h io n  o f  w h ite  s ilk  b r o i d e r e d  in  g o ld  w i th  lo tu s  b u d s .

T he H igh P r ie s t  o f  A m m o n  s to o d  b e f o r e  th e  a r k , w ith  
tw o  a c o ly te s  in  r e d  r o b e s  b e h in d  h im  a n d  h e ld  th e  w h ite  
c u s h io n  a n d  th e  lo n g  k n if e  o f  b la c k  s to n e  in  b o th  a r m s  
a l o f t  b e f o r e  A m m o n . A n d  in  v o ic e  lik e  th a t  o f  a  flu te  
h e  c h a n te d :

“ O  A m m o n - R a !  G o d  o f  O a s e s , g o d  o f  T h e b e s ,  a ll-  
m ig h ty  f a th e r  o f  th e  G o o d  G o d  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  o f  th e  
U p p e r  a n d  th e  L o w e r  E g y p ts !  G lo r y !

“ O  A m m o n -R a !  T o  w h o m  y o u r  so n s  m ig h ty  in  b a t t le s  
h a v e  r a is e d  th is  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k !  G lo r y !

“ O  A m m o n - R a !  H a r k e n  u n t o  y o u r  p r ie s ts  w h o  in  
a d o r a t i o n  b r in g  k in g ly  s a c r if ic e . H e a r  u s , A m m o n !

“ F r o m  t im e  b e y o n d  m e m o r y ,  e a c h  y e a r  w i th o u t  fa il, 
th e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k  h a v e  s la in  f o r  y o u  
a  r a m  a n d  p o u r e d  f o r t h  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s  its  b lo o d  
f o r  a  l ib a t i o n ,  a n d  c o v e r e d  y o u r  im a g e  w i th  its  sk in !

“ O  A m m o n - R a !  O n e  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  Z e u s  h a s  c o m e  
in to  E g y p t  to  d e fy  y o u  a n d  a ll  th e  g o d s  o f  E g y p t ,  to  
g iv e  a id  to  th e  h e r e t i c s  a c c u r s e d  o f  P t a h  a n d  o v e r tu r n  
y o u r  im a g e  a n d  s e t u p  R a - H a r m a c h i s  as  g o d  in  th e  h o ly  
a r k . A n d  y o u  h a v e  tu r n e d  f r o m  u s  y o u r  f a c e .

“ O  A m m o n - R a !  B e h o l d ,  n o w , in  p la c e  o f  th e  r a m  
w e  s a crif iz e  to  y o u  a  so n  o f  th e  g o d  Z e u s , th a t  a l l  m e n  
s h a ll  see  y o u  a r e  m ig h t ie r  th a n  Z e u s —a y e , a n d  m ig h t ie r  
th a n  R a - H a r m a c h i s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  g o d s . N o w , O  A m m o n ,  
w e  w ill  p o u r  f o r t h  th e  b lo o d  o f  Z e u s  as  l i b a t i o n  u p o n  th e  
s i lv e r  s a n d s ! N o w  w e  w ill c o v e r  y o u r  im a g e  in  th e  h o ly  
a r k  w i th  th e  sk in  o f  th e  r e v i le r  o f  th e  g o d s ! H e a r  u s , 
A m m o n , a n d  r e c e iv e  h is  b l o o d !”

A n d  f r o m  a l l  p a r ts  o f  th e  s a n c tu a r y  v o ic e s  r o s e , c r y in g :
“ H e a r  u s , A m m o n , h e a r  u s !”
T h e  H i g h  P r ie s t  th e n  tu r n e d  t o  th e  tw o  a c o ly te s  in  

r e d  r o b e s  b e h in d  h i m  a n d  s a id :



“ F e t c h  n o w  th e  s a c r if ic e  to  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s !”
A n d  th e  tw o  a c o ly te s  m o v e d  to w a r d  m e .
W i t h  a  c la n g  th a t  s h o u te d  in  t h a t  s t i l l  p l a c e ,  I  u n 

s h e a th e d  m y  s w o rd
“ H a r k e n ,  A m m o n , if  y o u  h a v e  e a r s  to  h e a r ,  a n d  y o u  

p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  in  K a r n a k !” I  s h o u te d . “ I f  th e  
a c o ly te s  m o v e  o n e  s te p  n e a r e r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  I  
w ill  s p il l  b lo o d  s a c r e d  to  A m m o n  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s !”  

T h e  a c o ly te s  s to o d  w h e r e  th e y  w e r e  A n d  th e  H i g h  
P r ie s t  c r i e d  o u t :

“ A t  m y  c a l l ,  M y e n id e s , a  th o u s a n d  a r m e d  p r ie s ts  w ill  
th r o n g  th is  s a n c tu a r y  to  h e w  y o u  l im b  f ro m  l i m b !”  

“ T h e  im a g e  o f  y o u r  g o d  o n  th e  b o a t ,”  I  s a id , “ is a  
lu m p  o f  p a i n te d  a n d  g i ld e d  w o o d . T h i s  n ig h t ,  y o u  h a v e  
set g i ld e d  w o o d  a g a i n s t  th e  L i v i n g  G o d . N o t  a g a in s t  
Z e u s g o d  o f  G r e e k s  a n d  o f  C r e t a n s  d o  y o u  p i t  y o u r  
c y p re s s : lo r  I , th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  c o m e  in t o  E g y p t  n o t  
as w o r s h ip e r  o f  Z e u s  as  A th e n s  w o rs h ip s  h i m — I c o m e  
a s  w o r s h ip e r  o f  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d , b e f o r e  w h o m  m ig h ty  
Z e u s is b u t  s h a d o w , a n d  y o u r  lu m p  in  th e  a rk  a  d e c e p 
t io n  a n d  a  lie  in  E g y p t .”

“ H e  h a s  p r o f a n e d  th e  h o ly  p l a c e !”  c r i e d  a v o ic e ,  a n d  
a  d o z e n  p r ie s ts  s h o u te d :  “ C u t  h im  d o w n , A m m o n !  A m 
m o n , d e s tr o y  h i m !"

“ I f  A m m o n  b e  g o d , le t  A m m o n  c u t  m e  d o w n , le t  
A m m o n  d e s tr o y  m e !” 1 s h o u te d  “ I f  A m m o n  be g o d ,  
w h a t  n e e d  h a s  A m m o n  ol a th o u s a n d  p r ie s ts  t o  s la y  
o n e  d e f ie r  o f  A m m o n ?  L e t  th e  g o d  slay  m e ! ”

A g a in  r o s e  th e  c r y : “ C u t  h in t d o w n , A m m o n ! A m 
m o n , d e s tr o y  h i m !"

“ C r y  o u t ,  O  E g y p t ,  to  th e  h e  in  th e  a r k ! ”  I c r i e d .  
“ C r y  o u t  to  th e  lu m p  o f  w o o d  th a t  it  c u t  m e  d o w n ! A n d  
th e n  w ill I ,  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  c ry  to  th e  U n k n o w n  
G o d  fo r  a i d —n o t  f o r  m y  o w n  b lo o d -s a k e , b u t  as  a s ig n  
to  E g y p t  th a t  th e  p r ie s ts  h a v e  s e t u p  in  th e  T e m p l e  o f  
K a r n a k  f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  E g y p t  a  lie ! A m m o n , if  v o u  
b e  g o d , s la y  m e !”

T h e  p r ie s ts  n o w  b u r n e d  f r a n k in c e n s e  a n d  m y r r h  b e 
fo re  th e  im a g e  o f  A m m o n , a n d  th e y  c r i e d  o u t  a g a in  to  
th e ir  g o d  a n d  s a id ;

“ O  A m m o n  g o d  o f  K a r n a k , h e a r  u s ! S la y  h i m ! S lay  
h im ! A m m o n , g o d  o f  T h e b e s ,  h e a r  u s ! T h e  w o r s h ip e r  
o f  a n  u n k n o w n  g o d  d efies  y o u ! H e  h a s  p r o f a n e d  y o u r  
h o ly  p la c e !  S la y  h im ! S la y  h i m ! ”

A n d  th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  a c o ly te s  r a n g  in  th e  c h a m b e r  
c a l l in g :

“ C u t  h im  d o w n , A m m o n ! C u t  h im  d o w n , A m m o n !” 
“ D o e s  y o u r  g o d  s le e p , t h a t  I  s t i l l  l iv e ? ”  I s h o u te d .  

“ H e  h e a r s  y o u  n o t ;  h e  is d u m b . B u t  n o w  I , th e  B r o n z e  
W a r r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,  l i f t  u p  m y  v o ic e  to  th e  M o s t  H ig h , th e  
U n k n o w n  G o d !

“ O  c r e a t o r  o f  s ta r s  a n d  m e n , h e a r  m e ! W h o  is m o r e  
p o w e r f u l  o n  e a r t h  o r  in  th e  sk ies  th a n  y o u , th e  M a k e r  
a n d  th e  E n d ?  T h i s  lu m p  o f  g i ld e d  w o o d ?  A m m o n , a n  
e m p ty  n a m e ?

“ O  U n k n o w n  G o d , th e  g o d  o f  M o se s , th e  g o d  o f  
H e b re w s , h e a r  m e ! M a k e  v is ib le  n o w  y o u r  p o w e r  in  
th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k !  C u t  d o w n  A m m o n , O  O n e  G o d !  
H o ly  O n e , h e a r !  Cut down Ammon!”

T h e  te m p le  s h o o k . O u t  o f  th e  d a r k  sk y  c a m e  a m ig h ty  
r o a r  o f  th u n d e r .  W i t h  a  h is s in g  a n d  a  c r a s h , a  l ig h tn in g -  
s h a f t  lik e  a  s w o rd  o f  fire  s m o te  d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  
te m p le  r o o f .

T h e  c h a m b e r  w a s  th ic k  w i th  th e  s m e ll  o f  b r im s to n e .  
A n d  b e h o ld , th a t  g i a n t  s w o rd  f ro m  h e a v e n  s m o te  th e  
g i ld e d  im a g e  o f  A m m o n  w i th i n  th e  A r k . A n d  th e  im a g e  
o f  A m m o n  s p li t  w i th  a  lo u d  n o is e  a n d  r o l le d  o u t  a n d  
c ra s h e d  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  sa n d s . A n d  th e  f r a g m e n ts  o f  
th e ir  g o d  b u r s t  in to  f la m e s  a n d  b u r n e d  w i th  d e n s e  s m o k e  
s m e llin g  o f  c e d a r .  A y e , M in o s , A m m o n  b u r n e d  in  th e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  m y  G o d !

T h e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n , e v e n  th e  H i g h  P r ie s t  a n d  a ll  
th e  h i e r o p h a n ts  o f  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k  c a s t  th e m s e lv e s  
p r o s t r a te  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d .

A n d  a g a in  th e  te m p le  s h o o k . T h e  d e e p s  o f  th e  e a r t h  
m o v e d  a n d  th e  w a lls  t r e m b le d .  A n d  w i th  a  g r in d in g  
a n d  a  r o a r ,  th e  w a ll  o f  g r a n i t e ,  th e  m ig h ty  w a ll  b e h in d  
m e  w a s  to r n  a s u n d e r —lik e  th e  b la d e  o f  a  le a f  it w a s  r e n t .  
A y e , th e  m ig h ty  r o c k s  w e r e  s p li t  a s u n d e r  a n d  th e  g a p  
w id e n e d . A n d  th r o u g h  th e  b r o k e n  w a l l  c a m e  s h o u tin g  
A g re s te s , O r e s to s  a n ti  th e  m e n  in  b ra s s  f r o m  C r e t e .

A n d  A g r e s te s  r a n  p a s t  m e , a n d  s e iz e d  th e  H i g h  P r ie s t  
b y  h is  h e a d  a n d  c r ie d :

“ I w ill s m ite  off th e  h e a d  o f  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f  A m 
m o n  a s  a n  o f fe r in g , e r e  w e  g o  h e n c e !”

T h e n  I s p r a n g  f o r w a r d  a n d  c a u g h t  h is  s w o r d -a rm .  
“ B e h o l d ,  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  sa n d s  A m m o n  y e t  b u r n s  b e f o r e  
th e  L i v i n g  G o d ,”  I c r i e d .  “ W o u l d  y o u  h a v e  u s  s a crif iz e  
t h a t  w h ic h  is A m m o n ’s in  th is  te m p le  o f  lies?  I  say  u n t o  
y o u , A g r e s te s , th e  U n k n o w n  G o d  is in  th is  p la c e .  L e t  
th e  p r ie s t  l iv e , a n d  c o m e  a w a y !”

A n d  a ll  th e  w a r r i o r s  o f  C r e t e  r a n  o u t  o f  th e  a c c u rs e d  
p la c e  in to  th e  c l e a r  a i r  a n d  a  n ig h t  o f  m o o n lig h t  a n d  
o f  s ta rs .

C h a p t e r  S e  v e  n

E  fa re d  f o r t h  f ro m  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r 
n a k  in  T h e b e s ,  a n d  n o  m a n  m o v e d  to  
h in d e r  us.
A n d  I s a id  to  A g r e s te s :  “ T h e  c h a r io t s  
a n d  th e  h o r s e m e n  o f  P h a r a o h  a r e  o u t  in  
th e  n ig h t  to  s la y  m e , s h o u ld  I e s c a p e  
f r o m  th e  T e m p l e .”
A g r e s te s  a n s w e r e d : “ A ll  th is , H a t h a n e  
th e  p r in c e s s  h a s  w a r n e d  us o f . B u t  firs t  
c a m e  L o r d  O r e s to s  to  th e  g a l le y , m a d  
w i th  w r a th ,  to  say  y o u  h a d  f a l le n  in to  

th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  a n d  h a d  b e e n  b o r n e  
b o u n d  a n d  g a g g e d  in to  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  B u t  
th e  te m p le  is v a s t . T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  b u i ld in g s . A n d  
w h o  c o u ld  te l l  w h e r e  M y e n id e s  m ig h t lie ?  B u t  th e  
P r in c e s s  c a m e  to  th e  g a l le y , s e n t  b y  M a a i  s r a m o n ,"

“ W h e r e  is M a a t - A m m o n ? ”  I  a sk e d .
“ H e  w a its  f o r  us b e y o n d  th e  W a y  o f  th e  S p h in x e s  w ith  

m e n  f r o m  o u r  g a l le y , to  g u id e  u s  to  a  h id in g -p la c e  t i l l  
th e  m o r r o w , w h e n  w e  c a n  fin d  o u r  w a y  d o w n  to  th e  
r i v e r  a n d  y o u r  s m a ll  b o a t  w ill ta k e  u s  off. T h e  P h a r a o h  
h a s  filled  th e  n ig h t  w ith  h is  h o s t ,  a n d  w e  m u s t f a re  
w a r i ly .”

W e  fled  a w a y  s w if tly , p a s t  th e  s h o p s  o f  th e  m u m m i-  
fy e rs  a n d  th e  s h o p s  o f  th e  m a k e r s  o f  s a r c o p h a g i  in to  th e  
w ild e r n e s s . A n d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  W a y  o f  S p h in x e s ,  
M a a t- A m m o n  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  n ig h t ,  a n d  w a r n e d  u s  to  
tu r n  a s id e , f o r  a h e a d  w e r e  th e  h o r s e m e n  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  
s e a r c h i n g  th e  w a y  w ith  to r c h e s  a n d  w i th  s p e a r s  a n d  
w ith  s w o rd s .

M a a t - A m m o n  s a id : “ T h e b e s  is l ik e  a n e s t o f  w a sp s  
s tr u c k  b y  a  s t ic k : it  b o ils  w ith  t h e 'm e n  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .  
W e  w ill g o  a b o u t  a n d  e n t e r  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  
K in g s . F o r  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  h a s  c a u s e d  to  b e  d u g  in  
th e  fa c e  o f  th e  r o c k  a  h o u s e  f o r  his’ m u m m y  a n d  B a .  
T h e  w o rk  is c o m p le te d  a n d  th e  m a s o n s  a n d  a r t is ts  h a v e  
d e p a r t e d .  W e  w ill flee t h i t h e r  a n d  h id e  in  th e  to m b  
o f  th e  K in g .”

T h e  fa c e  o f  th e  e a r t h  w a s  a lm o s t  d a y  in  th e  l ig h t  
o f  th e  m o o n . A g a in s t  th e  sk y , th e  l in e  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  
lo o m e d  b la c k , a n d  to  u s  s e e m e d  so  n e a r ,  a  s o ld ie r  c o u ld  
a lm o s t  h a v e  to u c h e d  th e  r o c k  w ith  th e  t ip  o f  h is  la n c e .  
N o r  h a d  I  t im e  in  o u r  m a d  f lig h t t o  m a r v e l  a t  th e  w o n 
d e r  in  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  F o r  s o ld ie r s  w e r e  e v e r y 
w h e r e —a n d  w e  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  d o d g e  in  a n d  o u t  a m o n g  
th e  ro c k s . H y e n a s  s lu n k  f r o m  o u r  p a t h .  L i o n s  r o a r e d  
in  th e  b r u s h .

A n d  w e  c a m e  a t  l a s t  t o  a  n a r r o w  r e a c h  o f  la n d ,  b a r r e n ,  
f o r g o t t e n  o f  th e  g o d s , a  v a le  r o u g h  a n d  d e s o la te  a n d  
w ild : th e  te r r i b le  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  K in g s  w h e re



P h a r a o h s  b e y o n d  c o u n t  a r e  s a id  to  l ie  a m id  th e i r  tr e a s u r e s  
in  a n  e te r n i ty  o f  s le e p . A n d  th e r e  w a s  n o  o p e n  s ig n  o f  
m a n  in  a ll  th e  v a le  s a v e  o n ly  r u d e  m u d -h u ts  o f  w a t c h 
m e n  o f  th e  to m b s  o r  o f  h e w e rs  o f  s to n e , a n d  f a r  o ff  b y  
th e  c liff , te m p le s  a n d  s h r in e s  o f  th e  d e a d .

M a a t -A m m o n  le d  u s  to  a n  o p e n in g  in  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  
cliff, a n d  d o w n  s to n e  s te p s  to  a  c o r r i d o r  in to  a n  i n n e r  
c h a m b e r ,  a n d  th e n c e  to  a  s e c o n d  o n e , w h e r e  in  th e  ju s  
t i c e  o f  G o d  th e  m u m m y  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  w o u ld  s o o n  
lie  in  s p le n d o r —ti l l  te m p le -th ie v e s  o r  c u r io u s  m e n  o f  a n  
u n b o r n  to m o r r o w  d is c o v e r  th e  g a t e  o f  h is  to m b . . . .

T h e  b u r i a l  o f  th is  P h a r a o h ,  th e s e  ey es h a v e  s e e n . Y e t  
L a b y r i n t h  s h a ll  b e  b u r ie d  in  th e  d u s t  o f  a g e s  e r e  m a n  
lo o k  a g a in  in to  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  c r u e l  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  
th e  lo v e r  o f  r ic h e s l  H is  n a m e  is  n a u g h t !

A n d  M a a t -A m m o n  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  s o m e  c le f t  in  th e  
r o c k s  b a r le y  c a k e s  a n d  a  g o a ts k in  o f  s o u r  w in e . W e  a te  
a n d  d r a n k ,  a n d  s le p t  in  th e  P h a r a o h ’s to m b .

I d r e a m e d  t h a t  I  w a s  w r a p p e d  in  w in d in g -s h e e ts  a n d  
la id  in  a  co ffe r  o f  g r a n i te  in  a  g r e a t  c a s e  o f  p a in te d  a n d  
g i ld e d  w o o d : y e t 1 c o u ld  s e e  th r o u g h  g r a n i t e  a n d  th r o u g h  
w o o d  o u t  i n to  th e  c h a m b e r  w h e r e  m y  t r e a s u r e s  w e r e  
h e a p e d . A n d  e o n s  p a s s e d . A n d  e o n s  p a sse d .

A n d  th e r e  c a m e  a  k n o c k in g  a t  th e  s e a le d  d o o r .  T h e  
p la s te r  fe ll , a n d  m e n  in  s t r a n g e  d re s s  c a m e  th r o u g h ,  to  
s ta r e  a b o u t  a n d  to  c a r r y  off m y  t r e a s u r e .  A y e , I  sa w  
th e m  b e a r  th e n c e  m y  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t ,  m y  b o x e s  o f  je w e ls ,  
m y  th r o n e -s e a t  o f  e b o n y , m y  b e d  o f  g o ld , m y  im a g e  o f  
th e  s m ilin g  m a id . S o  I  a w o k e , s w e a tin g .

A g r e s te s  s to o d  b y  m e , h is  s w o r d  in  h is  h a n d .
“ Y o u  c r ie d  o u t ,  L o r d  P r i n c e !” h e  e x c l a i m e d .  “ 1 

th o u g h t  th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  P h a r a o h  h a d  f o u n d  u s !”
“ 1 d r e a m e d ,” I s a id . " A n d  w h e n  th is  b o d y  is g iv e n  

to  e a r th ,  O  c o m r a d e ,  h id e  it  w e l l—see to  i t ,  le s t m a n  
s h a ll  c o m e  to  d ig  m e  u p ! ”

A g r e s te s  s h u d d e r e d . “ Z e u s  g iv e  y o u  h e a l t h i e r  d r e a m s ,” 
h e  s a id . “ N e i t h e r  d o  I  f o r g e t  w e  a r e  s h e l te r e d  in  P h a r 
a o h ’s t o m b !”

T h e  day c a m e  w it h  sudden a n d  a w f u l h e a t .  T h e  s a n d  
b le w  a b o u t  h o t  f ro m  th e  s u n ’s ra y s . Y e t  I  w e n t  f o r th  
to  sp y  o u t  th e  v a l le y . A n d  s till  i t  s le p t  in  th e  b a k in g  
h e a t ,  n a r r o w , d e s o la te  a n d  w ild .

A n d  th e n  I d is c o v e r e d , s ta n d in g  c lo s e  b y  m e  o n  th e  
to p m o s t  s te p  o f  th e  s ta ir s ,  a  ta l l  m a n  in  a  w h ite  r o b e .  
H e  b o r e  in  h is  h a n d  a  s ta ff  o f  o l iv e  w o o d  p e e le d  a n d  
w h ite . A n d  h is  w h ite -b e a r d e d  fa c e  w a s  g e n t le  a n d  k in d ,  
a n d  y e t  in f in ite ly  w ise . A n d  th e  h a i r  u p o n  h is  h e a d  g r e w  
in  tw o  w h ite  tu f ts ,  o n e  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  h is  b r o a d  b r o w ,  
lik e  u n to  tw o  iv o ry  h o r n s .

W h e n  h e  s p o k e , h is  v o ic e  w a s  d e e p  a n d  c o m m a n d in g :  
" S h o w  u n to  m e , O  G e n t i l e ,” h e  s a id , “ th e  s c a r le t  s c a r a b  
in  y o u r  la m b s k in  p o u c h .”

“ H o w  k n o w  y o u  1 b e a r  a  s c a r le t  s c a r a b  in  a  la m b s k in  
b a g ? ” I c r ie d , a s to n is h e d .

“ I a m  M o se s  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  L e v i ,” h e  a n s w e r e d  m e .  
“ T h e r m u t h i s  th e  D a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h  h a s  s e n t  to  m e  a  
r u n n e r ,  w h o  to ld  m e  o f  y o u r  c o m in g . Y o u  a r e  th e  s o n  
o f  m y  f r ie n d  P h ra s y s , K in g  o f  H a g g i a .”

I b o w e d  u n to  M o se s  w i th  th e  s a lu te  o n e  g iv e s  to  th e  
P h a r a o h ,  a n d  d r e w  f o r t h  th e  la m b s k in  b a g  a n d  p l a c e d  
th e  s c a r a b  in  h is  h a n d .

“ T h e  s c a r a b  is y o u r s , P r i n c e  M o s e s ,” s a id  I .
H e  s to o d  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e , s ta r in g  d o w n  a t  th e  s c a r le t  

a m u le t  in  h is  h a n d .
“ Y o u  k n o w  its  s to r y ,”  h e  s a id  a t  le n g th ,  “ a n d  y o u  

c a m e  in to  E g y p t  in  p a r t  to  seek  m e . Y e a , th e  L o r d  o u r  
G o d  h a s  ta k e n  y o u  o u t  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  A m m o n  a n d  
b r o u g h t  y o u  sa fe  in t o  th is  w ild  p la c e ,  w h e r e  s o o n  th e  
P h a r a o h ’s b o d y  s h a ll  lie  in  c r u m b l i n g  s t a t e .”

"I a m  n o t  y e t  s a fe —” I b e g a n .
M o s e s ’ ey es s e e m e d  t o  g lo w  w i th  a n  in w a r d  fire .
" T h e r e  is n o  f e a r  in  M y e n id e s  so n  o f  P h r a s y s ,” h e  

s a id . " F o r  in  th e  n ig h t  I  s to o d  o u ts id e  th e  T e m p l e  o f

K a r n a k ,  b e y o n d  t h a t  w a l l  n o w  r e n t ,  a n d  h e a r d  y o u  
d e f y  th e  g o d  o f  th e  w o o d e n  im a g e . A n d  J e h o v a h  a n 
s w e r e d  y o u !”

" T h e  im a g e  o f  A m m o n  b u r n e d  w i th  a  s w e e t s a v o r ,” 
s a id  I ,  " b u r n e d  a s  if  in c e n s e  b e f o r e  th e  a l t a r  o f  th e  
M o s t H i g h .”

“ H e  th a t  y o u  h a v e  c a l le d  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d  a n s w e r e d  
y o u ,” sa id  M o s e s . “ N o w  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  J e h o v a h  is H is  
n a m e , w h a t  o t h e r  q u e s t io n  c a m e  M y e n id e s  i n to  E g y p t  
to  a sk  o f  m e ? ”

A n d  1 o p e n e d  m y  h e a r t  to  M o s e s , a n d  le a r n e d  o f  h is  
w is d o m  a ll  t h a t  y o u , O  M in o s , d i r e c te d  m e  to  le a r n .  
T h e s e  t r u t h s  I  w il l  p o u r  in to  y o u r  e a r  p r iv i ly ,  w h e n  w e  
a r e  a lo n e  to g e th e r .

A n d  M o se s  s a id :
“ W o e  u n t o  h i m  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  th e  t r u t h  a n d  tu r n e d  

f r o m  th e  w a y  t o  b o w  d o w n  to  im a g e s  o f  w o o d  a n d  
im a g e s  o f  s to n e ! W o e  u n t o  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  h is  h o u s e ,  
w h o  y ie ld e d  u p  th e i r  f a i th ,  b e g u ile d  b y  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  
T h e b e s !  W o e  t o  E g y p t ,  th a t  h a s  tu r n e d  f r o m  th e  L i v in g  
G o d , to  s a c r if ic e  in  h e r  te m p le s  to  le g e n d s  a n d  to  lie s !

“ F o r  I  w ill  le a d  m y  p e o p le  f o r t h ,  a n d  th e y  s h a ll  c o m e  
i n t o  th e  P r o m is e d  L a n d .  B u t  th e  P h a r a o h  s h a ll  b e  as  
s a n d —v e r ily , a l l  E g y p t  s h a ll  b e  as  a  h e a p  o f  s a n d  n o w  
g o ld e n  in  its  d a y , b u t  w h ic h  th e  w in d s  o f  tim e  s h a ll  
s c a t t e r  o v e r  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  la n d . I s a y  u n t o  y o u , B ro n z e  
W a r r i o r ,  th e  y e a rs  s h a ll  m a r c h  th r o u g h  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  
D e a d  P h a r a o h s  b y  th e  th o u s a n d s , a n d  n o  m a n  s h a ll  k n o w  
w h e re  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  lie s , a n d  e v e n  h is  n a m e  s h a ll  
b e  le a s t  a m o n g  th e  K in g s  o f  th is  la n d !

“ A n d  m e n  sh a ll  sa y : ‘W h a t  P h a r a o h  o f  E g y p t  w a s  h e  
w h o  w o u ld  n o t  le t  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  L o r d  g o  f o r t h ? ’ A n d  
th e y  s h a ll  s e a r c h  f o r  t h a t  P h a r a o h ’s n a m e  a n d  fin d  it 
n o t .  S o  t h a t  i t  s h a ll  c o m e  to  p a ss , th is  w ise  m a n  w ill  
say , ‘I t  w as A m e n h o t e p , ’ a n d  a n o t h e r  w ill say , ‘N a y , it  
w as R a m s e s . ’ A n d  w h o  in  th a t  f u tu r e  w ill  r is e  u p  a n d  
say , ‘I t  w as  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ’? B u t  m y  n a m e  w ill  b e  
w r i t  in  th e  s c r o l ls  o f  th e  M o s t H i g h  as  h e  w h o  le d  h is  
p e o p le  o u t  o f  E g y p t .”

“ T h e  P h a r a o h  w ill  le t  y o u  g o ? ”  I e x c la im e d .
“ A t  first h e  w ill h a r d e n  h is  h e a r t  a n d  h e  w ill  n o t  le t 

m y  p e o p le  g o . B u t  th e  L o r d  o f  H o s ts , H e  w ill  sh o w  
w o n d e r s  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  m y  p e o p le  sh a ll  
d e s p o il  th e i r  m a s te r s  a n d  g o  f o r t h —a n d  b u ild  th e i r  a l t a r  
in  th e  w ild e r n e s s . A n d  y o u , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  w ill  p u rs u e  
u s , w i th  th e  c h a r io t s  a n d  th e  c a p ta i n s  o f  P h a r a o h !"

“ N a y , I  w ill  n o t  p u r s u e ,” I  c r i e d ,  “ f o r  th e  L o r d  y o u r  
G o d  is m y  G o d !”

“ B e h in d  a ll  th in g s  I a sk , th e r e  is a  p u r p o s e  o f  J e h o v a h .  
Y o u  w ill  r id e  f o r t h  w ith  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  p u r s u e  us  
e v e n  to  th e  s h o re s  o f  th e  R e d  S e a . B u t  s e e  to  i t  y o u  w a lk  
n o t  o n  th e  d r y  b e d  o f  th e  s e a , le s t  th e  f lo o d  ta k e  y o u  a ls o .”

“ H o w  c o u ld  I w a lk  o n  th e  b e d  o f  th e  s e a , a n d  th e  
b e d  d r y ? ” I a s k e d , a s to n is h e d  a t  h is  p r o p h e c y .

“ Y o u  w ill  see  w h a t  y o u  w ill  s e e ,”  a n s w e r e d  th e  P r o p h e t .  
“ F o r  I say  u n t o  y o u , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  y o u  w ill p u r s u e .”

“ T h e  L o r d  o u r  G o d  w ill n o t  h o ld  m e  g u il t le s s , if  I 
r id e  a f t e r  y o u !” I p r o te s te d  h o t ly .

“ Y o u  w h o  s h a ll  b e  K in g  o f  H a g g i a  a n d  K in g  o f  th e  
S o u th  P a l a c e ,” d e c la r e d  M o s e s , “ w ill  o b e y  th e  m a n d a t e  
o f  th e  M o s t  H i g h .”

“ T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  l iv e s ,”  I  b e g a n , a n d  s to p p e d — 
f o r  I  r e m e m b e r e d  th e  s t r a n g e  w a r n i n g  t h a t  h a d  s p r u n g  
f r o m  m y  lip s  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  H e k t :  t h a t  in  a  m o n t h ’s 
t im e  th e  b o d y  o f  P h a e s to s  w o u ld  fe e d  th e  d o g s  o f  T h e b e s .

“  What is that upon your forehead, Bronze Wanior?” 
e x c la im e d  M o s e s , a n d  p o in t e d  a t  m y  h e a d  w i th  a  lo n g  
w h ite  f in g e r .

A n d  I , s tu p e f ie d , r a is e d  b o th  h a n d s  t o  m y  h e a d , a n d  
l i f te d  th e r e f r o m  th e  a n c ie n t  U ra e u s  o f  P h a e s to s ,  th e  
g o ld e n  c i r c l e t  o f  th e  S o u th  P a l a c e .

“ Y o u  w ill  o v e r t u r n  th e  a l t a r s  o f  A m m o n  a n d  o f  P t a h  
th a t  P h a e s to s  s e t  u p ,” s a id  M o s e s . “ H i d e  th is  c r o w n .  
Y o u  s h a ll  w e a r  i t  w h e n  M in o s  e n t h r o n e s  y o u , f o r  y o u



h a v e  s to o d  fe a rle s s  b e f o r e  th e  m in io n s  o f  A m m o n  a n d  
h a v e  c o m e  f o r th  to  u p h o ld  th e  f a i th  o f  th e  O n e  G o d .”  

“ A n d —a n d  H a t h a n e ? ”  I  a s k e d .
M o se s  s m ile d . " W h a t  f o r c e  h a s  m a n ,”  h e  s a id , " l ik e  

u n t o  th e  p o w e r  o f  t r u e  lo v e ?  I t  t r a n s c e n d s  a ll  th in g s .  
I t  le a p s  a l l  b o u n d s . I t  s h a ll  h a v e  its  o w n .”  A n d  M o se s  
ra is e d  b o th  h a n d s  in  b le s s in g  a n d  tu r n e d  a w a y .

I lo o k e d  o u t  a c ro s s  th e  d e s o la te  v a le .  “ W h i t h e r  f a re  
y o u , M o s e s ? ”  I  a s k e d . “ T h i s  is w ild  la n d , o v e r  w h ic h  
th e  h y e n a  p r o w ls , w h e r e  th e  l io n  s ta lk s  h is  p r e y .”

M o se s  s to p p e d  a n d  tu r n e d  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  m e . I th o u g h t  
th a t  th e r e  w a s  a  l i g h t  u p o n  h is  h ig h  f o r e h e a d . A n d  h e  
s a id  a n  in c r e d ib le  th in g —y e t , O  M in o s , I k n e w  h e  s p o k e  
t r u t h :

" I  g o  in t o  th is  w ild e r n e s s ,” h e  s a id , “ to  ta lk  w i th  G o d .” 
N o w , le s t y o u  w o u ld  n o t  b e l ie v e  th e  m ir a c le ,  O  M in o s ,  

I  b r o u g h t  t o  th e  H a l l  o f  S t a te  in  L a b y r i n t h  th e  a n c i e n t  
U raeu s c r o w n  o f  P h a e s to s  a n d  la id  i t  u p o n  y o u r  k n e e . 
A n d  r is in g , y o u  p la c e d  i t  u p o n  m y  h e a d —b u t  I s p e a k  
o f  th in g s  y o u  k n o w . . . . T h e  p r o p h e t  M o se s  m o v e d  
a w a y  d o w n  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  K in g s , a n d  I s to o d  
m u s in g  a n d  w a t c h in g ,  b y  th e  g a p in g  p o r t a l  o f  th e  to m b  
o f  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n .

I  h e a r d , t o w a r d  n o o n ,  t h e  r a t t l e  a n d  r o l l  o f  c h a r io t -  
w b e e ls . T h e  s o u n d  c a m e  to  u s  s h a r p ly  w h ile  y e t  f a r  off. 
A t  firs t, w e  th o u g h t  th e  s o ld ie rs  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  h a d  
d is c o v e r e d  u s. Y e t  s o o n  w e  d i s c e r n e d  a  tw o -h o rs e  c h a r i o t  
c o m in g  a lo n e  u p  th e  v a l le y  a t  f u r io u s  c h a r g e ,  g o ld e n  in  
th e  s u n .

“ N o w  th e  g o d s  m a k e  c l e a r  th is  m y s te r y !” e x c la im e d  
M a a t- A m m o n , s h a d in g  h is  w r in k le d  e y e lid s  w i th  q u a k i n g  
h a n d . " Y o n d e r  c h a r i o t e e r  is l i th e  a n d  s lim  a n d  o f  th e  
P h a r a o h ’s h e ig h t !  A n d  h e  w e a rs  th e  w a r -h e lm e t  o f  th e  
K in g ! D a r e  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  d r iv e  to  u s —a lo n e ? ”

T h e  h o rs e s  c a m e  u p . T h e  d r iv e r  c h e c k e d  th e m  a n d  
to sse d  th e  r e in s  to  A g r e s te s  w h o  w e n t  u p  r u n n in g .  A n d  
th e  c h a r i o t e e r  tu r n e d  to  m e .

“ H a t h a n e ! ” I  c r i e d .  “ Y o u —”
“ M y  b r o t h e r  th e  K in g  h a s  c ro ss e d  th e  l im its  o f  

T h e b e s !” sh e  p a n te d .  “ E v e n  n o w , h e  d r iv e s  w i th  h is  
c h a r io t s  a n d  h is  h o r s e m e n  h i th e r .  O n  y o u r  g a l le y , y o u  
a r e  s a fe , a c c o r d i n g  to  h is  v o w . H e r e ,  is d e a t h  f o r  y o u !  
L e a v e  th e s e  w h o  a r e  w ith  y o u —th e  P h a r a o h  w ill  n o t  
to u c h  th e m ; th e y  c a n  ta k e  to  th e  h ills . T o n i g h t ,  I say , 
as a m b a s s a d o r  to  E g y p t  y o u  m u s t  fe a s t w ith  th e  P h a r a o h ,  
a n d  y o u  n e e d s  m u s t  b e  u p o n  y o u r  g a l le y  w h e n  h e  s e n d s  
a c h a r i o t  to  b r in g  y o u  to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e .

“ M y  r iv e r -b o a t  lies o n  th e  N i lc -b a n k  a t  p o in t  n e a r e s t  
t o  u s . W e  h a v e  y e t  t im e ! I n t o  th e  c h a r i o t !  O h , s lu g 
g a r d ,  a w a k e ! I w ill b e a r  y o u  to  s a f e t y !”

“ B u t  M a a t - A m m o n ! H e  is p r ie s t  o f  th e  T e m p l e ! ”  I  
c r ie d . " T h e  P h a r a o h  w ill s la y —”

" H a s t e ,  o h , h a s t e !” sh e  u r g e d , h e r  v o ic e  r is in g . “ W e  
m u s t m a k e  th e  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  v a l le y  b e f o r e  th e m ! O u r  
t im e  is so  b r ie f !  L e t  M a a t - A m m o n  c o m e — th r e e  c a n  c r o w d  
in to  th e  c h a r i o t  s o m e h o w ! L e t  h im  c o m e !”

S h e  c a u g h t  m e  by th e  a r m  a n d  a lm o s t  d r a g g e d  m e  to  
th e  c h a r i o t .  A n d  M a a t - A m m o n  fo llo w e d . T h e n  th e  
p r ie s t ,  a n d  I  b e c a u s e  I c o u ld  n o t  y e t  d r iv e  th e  h o rs e s ,  
c u r le d  o u rs e lv e s  in t o  th e  c u r v e  o f  th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  o f  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n —a y e , in  th e  s e lf s a m e  c h a r i o t  fre sh -  
g i ld e d  th a t  l a t e r  I sa w  s e t in  th e  r o c k - to m b , th e  se lf 
s a m e  c h a r i o t  I h a d  s e e n  in  th e  d r e a m .

T h e r e  w a s  s c a r c e  t im e  to  o r d e r  m y  m e n  to  ta k e  to  th e  
h ills  a n d  fin d  th e i r  w a y  l a t e r  to  th e  N i le ,  w h e r e  m y  
r iv e r -b o a t  w o u ld  ta k e  th e m  off, b e f o r e  th e  P r in c e s s  h a d  
la s h e d  h e r  tw o  h o rs e s  in to  f u r io u s  g a l lo p . D o w n  th a t  
lo n g  v a l le y  w e  r o c k e d  a n d  r o l le d ,  th e  g i ld e d  h o o v e s  
s tr ik in g  s p a r k s  f r o m  th e  ro c k s , th e  o s tr ic h  p lu m e s  o f  th e  
P h a r a o h  u p o n  th e i r  h e a d s  s h a k in g  in  th e  s a n d y  b la s t .

B e y o n d , a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  v a l le y , w e  s w e rv e d  a n d  
m a d e  to w a r d  th e  r i v e r .  T h e  h o r s e m e n  w e r e  a lm o s t  u p o n  
u s. W e  c o u ld  h e a r  th e i r  s h o u ts . A  v o lle y  o f  a r r o w s  fell

a r o u n d  u s , a n d  o n e  q u iv e r e d  in  th e  f lo o r  b y  H a t h a n e ’s 
s id e .

T h e n  I s p r a n g  f r o m  m y  s h e l te r e d  p l a c e  a n d  s to o d  b e 
tw e e n  th e  P r in c e s s  a n d  th e  a r c h e r s  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .  W i t h  
o n e  a r m  I  h e ld  to  th e  r e in - r e s t  o n  th e  c h a r i o t ’s c u r v e ;  
w ith  th e  o t h e r  I e n c i r c le d  h e r  w a is t , le s t  w e  b e  th r o w n  
o u t  in  t h a t  m a d  c h a r g e .

H a t h a n e  lo st th e  h e lm e t  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r .  T h e  w ig , 
w o r n  b y  a l l  n o b le w o m e n , b le w  o ff. A n d  r e le a s e d  f r o m  
th e  g r e a t  h e a d p ie c e ,  h e r  h a i r  c a m e  u n c o i le d  a n d  flew  
o u t  u p o n  th e  h o t  w in d  in  a b la c k  a n d  s c e n te d  c lo u d .

A n d  s h e , a l l  h e e d le s s  o f  th e  p e r i l  a n d  th e  o n c o m i n g  
c h a r io t s  th u n d e r in g  a f t e r  u s , s h o u te d  in  g le e  a t  th e  h o rs e s .  
A y e , as  o n e  o f  th e  E u m e n id e s ,  s h e  d r o v e  th e  c h a r io t  
a m o n g  th e  r o c k s  a n d  r a g g e d  p la c e s  o f  th e  w ild e rn e s s ,  
a v o id in g  a  th o u s a n d  t im e s  d i s a s te r  a n d  d e a t h  w i th  sw ift  
tw is ts  o f  h e r  s u p p le  w ris ts . A n d  e v e r  th e  th u n d e r in g  
h o r s e m e n  d r e w  n e a r e r  a n d  n e a r e r .

E v e n  as  a l l  s e e m e d  lo s t  a n d  th e  c h a r io t s  w e r e  u p o n  us, 
th e r e  a p p e a r e d  s u d d e n ly  u p o n  a  g r e a t  r o c k  a  ta l l  o ld  m a n  
w ith  lo n g  b e a r d  lik e  s n o w . A n d  u p o n  h is  h e a d  th e  h a irs  
s to o d  u p  u p o n  th e  s id es  o f  h is  f o r e h e a d  lik e  u n to  iv o ry  
h o r n s . A n d  h e  b o r e  in  o n e  h a n d  a  p e e le d  s ta f l  th a t  
g l e a m e d  w h ite  in  th e  s u n .

H e  ra is e d  h is  sta ff. A n d  lo ! F r o m  th e  b r a z e n  sky  
th e r e  d e s c e n d e d  a  d e n s e  c lo u d ,  s h in in g  w h ite ,  th a t  s h u t  
o u t  th e  h o s t  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  c u t  u s off f r o m  th e m .  
A n d  w e sa w  th e  c h a r io t s  o f  E g y p t  n o  m o r e .

S o  w e  r u m b le d  d o w n  to  th e  r iv e r  N ile  a n d  th e  l i t t le  
b o a t  m o o r e d  a m o n g  th e  r u s h e s . T h e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  
to sse d  a w a y  th e  r e in s ,  a n d  c a tc h in g  M a a t - A m m o n  a n d  
m e  b y  th e  a r m s , r a n  w i th  u s  to  h e r  b a r k . W i t h  a  th r u s t ,  
w e  w e r e  o u t  in  th e  s t r e a m . A n d  o n c e  a g a in  I o w e d  life  
to  th e  O n e , th e  U n k n o w n  G o d .
' “ W h a t  o f  th e  h o r s e s ? ” I  a s k e d , as  I p a d d le d  th e  b a r k  
to w a r d  T h e b e s .

“ I f  th e  c h a r io t e e r s  d o  n o t  fin d  th e m , th e  h o rs e s  w ill  
r e t u r n  to  th e  s ta b le s ,”  s h e  s a id . “ A y e , T h e r n t u t h i s  se n t  
w o r d  to  th e  P r i n c e  M o s e s . H e  k n e w  w e  w o u ld  p a ss  th a t  
w a y ; a n d  h is  G o d  o u r  G o d  d e l iv e r e d  u s .”

“ D r iv e r  o f  c h a r i o t s ,”  s a id  I , “ y o u  h e ld  th e  h o rs e s  lik e  
a  g o d d e s s !”

“ I c a n  a ls o  m a k e  s w e e t m u s ic  o n  a h a r p ,”  s h e  sa id  
“ I  a m  tr u ly  a  m o s t  g i f te d  p e r s o n .  J o in  m e  s o m e tim e  in  
a  h u n t in g ,  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r !  A n d  I w ill p r o v e  I c a n  s h o o t  
a  s t r a ig h t  a r r o w  a n d  w in g  m y  b i r d  a t  a  s h o t .”

" I  b e l ie v e  th e  h u n t r e s s ,”  s a id  I .  “ N o w  I m u s t  n e e d s  
b u r n  in c e n s e  to  D i a n a .”

“ W h a t  t h o u g h t  y o u  o f  th a t  s h in in g  c lo u d ? ” s h e  a s k e d . 
" T h e  s h ie ld in g  c lo u d  o f  J e h o v a h  w a s  w o r th  s a il in g  

f r o m  C r e t e  to  s e e .”
“ T h a n k s ,  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ! ” s a id  H a t h a n e ,  w i th  a  l i t t le  

l a u g h .
“ T h a n k s ? ” I r e p e a te d .  “ T h a n k s —f o r  w h a t? ”
“ A  le s s e r  m a n  w o u ld  h a v e  s a id  i t  w a s  th e  p r in c e s s  

w h o m  it  w a s  w o r th  c r o s s in g  th e  w id e  P o n tu s  to  s e e ,” sa id  
H a t h a n e .  “ S u c h  p r e t t y  w o rd s  a r e  n o t  n e e d e d  f ro m  
M y e n id e s  t o  H a t h a n e .  S o  I th a n k e d  y o u  f o r  b e in g  t r u e .” 

“ I t  to o k  a g lo r y  f r o m  th e  g o d s ,” I  s a id , " t o  tu r n  m y  w its  
f r o m  P h a r a o h ’s d a u g h t e r .”

B u t  a t  th a t  t im e  I sa id  n o  w o rd  to  H a t h a n e  o r  to  a n y  
s o u l o f  th e  m ir a c le  o f  th e  u ra s u s -c ro w n .

A n d  w e  c a m e  s a fe ly  to  Minos-eye, a n d  M a a t -A m m o n  
a n d  I b o a r d e d  h e r .

M a a t - A m m o n  a n d  I s to o d  b y  th e  r a i l ,  a n d  H a t h a n e  
s a t  in  h e r  b a r k  u n d e r  o u r  lo f ty  s id e . S h e  c a l le d  to  m e :  

“ W h e n  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  r e t u r n s  to  th e  p a la c e ,  h e  
w ill te l l  m e  o f  th e se  w o n d e r s ;  b u t  a s  to  w h o  d r o v e  h is  
c h a r i o t ,  h e  m a y  g u e ss  b u t  w ill  n e v e r  k n o w !” 

nY e t ,  if  h e  s h o u ld  l e a r n —” I b e g a n , in  a la r m .
S h e  la u g h e d  a w a y  m y  f e a rs . “ I  a m  H a t h a n e ,  w h o  

p la y e d  w i th  T u t - a n k h - A t e n  in  th e  c i ty  H o riz o n -o f - th e -  
S u n ’s-D isk . M y  b r o t h e r  is f o n d  o f  E l a th a n e .  I  h a v e  
d r iv e n  h is  c h a r i o t  b e f o r e —a n d  h e  w ill  n e v e r  h a r m  m e



f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  a  h o r s e  o r  a  c h a r i o t .  E v e n  in  h is  b la c k e s t  
m o o d s , w h e n  h e  b r o o d s  o n  h is  s h if t  o f  f a i th  th r o u g h  th e  
b e g u ile m e n ts  o f  th e s e  T h e b a n  p r ie s ts ,  I  a lo n e  o f  a l l  th e  
h o u s e h o ld  d a r e  a p p r o a c h  h im , I  a lo n e  c a n  b r in g  s m ile s  
to  h is  lo w e r in g  f a c e .

“ W h y , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  I  h a v e  p la y e d  w i th  h im  a t  
a r c h e r y  a n d  o u ts h o t  h im  tw o  t o  o n e  a t  th e  m a r k —a n d  h e  
s til l  s m ilin g  to  see  a  w o m a n ’s b o w  s h o o t  t r u e !  F e a r  n o t  
m y  b r o t h e r  th e  K in g , n o w  y o u  a r e  u p o n  Minos-eye, a n d  I  
y o u r  f r ie n d , M y e n id e s !”

A n d  f ro m  h e r  l i g h t  b o a t  s h e  w a v e d  h e r  w h ite  h a n d ,  
d ip p e d  th e  g o ld e n  p a d d le  in  th e  s t r e a m , a n d  m o v e d  
l ig h t ly  a n d  g r a c e f u l ly  a c ro s s  th e  N ile  to w a r d  th e  w e s te r n  
la n d in g -p la c e  o f  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e .

C h a p t e r  E i g h t

H E  s l a n t in g  s a il o f  m y  r iv e r -b o a t  a p p e a r e d  
u p o n  th e  N i le  l a t e  t h a t  s a m e  a f te r n o o n  a n d  
t ie d  u p  to  th e  w h a r f  b e s id e  u s . A g r e s te s  
a n d  th e  h e r o e s  r e t u r n e d —a n d  n o  m a n  o f  
th e m  lo s t :  b u t  O r e s to s  h a d  s p r a in e d  h is  
w r is t  f ro m  a  fa ll  a m o n g  th e  r o c k s  o f  th e  
w ild  V a lle y  o f  D e a d  K in g s .
A g r e s te s  c a m e  to  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  o f  th e  
g a l le y , a n d  w i th  h im  th e  n im b le - to n g u e d  
O r e s to s  a n d  th e  tw o  c o u n s e lo r s :  d a r k -  
b e a r d e d  N a s c s  a n d  A te n y d e s  th e  F o x .

“ T h e  c h a r i o t  w ill c o m e  f ro m  th e  P h a r a o h ,  in  a l i t t l e  
t i m e ,”  s a id  A g r e s te s , “ to  b e a r  y o u  to  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e .”

“ 1 a m  a b o u t  t o  d re s s  f o r  th e  f e a s t ,”  s a id  I .  “ T h e r e  
is n o  n e e d  f o r  h a s te —”

“ W e  c o m e  n e i th e r  to  a d v is e  w h a t  y o u  s h a ll  w e a r ,  n o r  
to  c o u n s e l h a s te ,  O  P r i n c e ,”  s a id  A te n y d e s  th e  F o x .  
“ B u t  a  l i t t l e  t im e  a g o , th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  s o u g h t  
y o u  th r o u g h  a ll  T h e b e s  o n  th e  e a s t  b a n k  as  o n  th e  w e st.  
T h e  c h a r io t s  a n d  th e  h o r s e m e n  s e a r c h e d  e v e n  th e  G a r d e n s  
o f  T i y ,  th e  field s o f  th e  f lo ris ts  n e a r  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e ,  
a n d  th e  C ity  o f  th e  D e a d . A n d  th e  E g y p t ia n s  s o u g h t  
y o u  a s  f a r  as  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  K in g s , a n d  p u r s u e d  
th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  w h e n  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  d r o v e  y o u  
m a d ly  d o w n  to  th e  N i l e .”

“ A n d  I a m  n o w  sa fe  a b o a r d  th e  g a l le y .” s a id  I.
“ D o  y o u  th e n  d e l iv e r  y o u r s e lf  n o w  to  E g y p t :'”  c r ie d  

th e  F o x .
“ W o u ld  y o u  t r u s t  y o u r  life  in  th e  k e e p in g  o f  th o s e  

s a m e  w a r r io r s  f r o m  w h o m , a n  h o u r  g o n e , y o u  fled ?”  d e 
m a n d e d  N a se s .

“ I  a m  n o  f o o l ,”  sa id  I “ D id  n o t  th e  P h a r a o h  sa y , 
‘I f  th e  L o r d  h is  G o d  d e l iv e r  M y e n id e s  f re e  o f  th e  a r m y  
o f  E g y p t  a n d  h e  r e a c h  h is  g a l le y , I v o w  h e  sh a ll  th e r e  
lie  sa fe  as  in  a  s a n c tu a r y ’? A y e , a n d  d id  n o t  th e  P h a r a o h  
say , ‘T o w a r d  n ig h t  I w ill  s e n d  a n  e s c o r t  a n d  a  g u a r d  a n d  
f e tc h  h im  u p  to  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e , a n d  I w ill f e a s t  M y 
e n id e s  t h a t  n i g h t  a n d  h o n o r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  as  a m 
b a s s a d o r  f r o m  C r e t e ’? A n d  d id  n o t  th e  K in g  s a y : ‘S h o u ld  
I b e t r a y  h im  a n d  b r e a k  th is  m y  v o w , th e  L o r d  h is  G o d  
c u t  m e  o ff, a n d  in  t h a t  s a m e  m a n n e r  as  t h a t  in  w h ic h  
M y e n id e s  d i e d ’?”

“ T h e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  is a  m a n  o f  d o u b le -  
ta lk  a n d  b l o a te d  w i th  g u i le ,”  r e t o r t e d  A te n y d e s  th e  F o x .  
“ Y o u  h a v e  d e file d  th e  T e m p l e  o f  K a r n a k .  T h e  s a c r e d  
im a g e  o f  A m m o n  is a s h e s  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s  o f  th e  
s a n c tu a r y .  Is  n o t  th is  P h a r a o h  b y  h is  k in g s h ip  r u l e r  
o v e r  a ll th e  te m p le s  o f  E g y p t?  A n d  w ill th e  P h a r a o h  
f o r g e t  th e  b u r n e d  im a g e , th e  d e s e c r a te d  a r k . th e  b r o k e n  
r o o f ,  th e  r iv e n  w a l l?  T h a t  y o u r  G o d  h a d  p o w e r  o v e r  
th e  g o d  o f  K a r n a k ,  w e  th in k , w ill  a d d  fu e l to  th e  r o y a l  
h a te ,  a n d —”

“ T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ,”  A g r e s te s  b r o k e  in , “ is w i th  th e  
P h a r a o h .  P h a e s to s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  ‘F r i e n d  o f  th e  P h a r 
a o h ,’ a  r o y a l  h o n o r .  S u re ly , h e  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  tw ic e  
s tr u c k  d o w n  w ill n o t  fa il  to  f a n  th e  P h a r a o h ’s w r a t h ! ”

“ S h a ll  I ,  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  s u lk  in  m y  s h ip  lik e  
A c h i l le s  in  h is  te n t ? ”  I c r i e d .  “ S h a ll  I p r o v e  c o w a r d  in  
th e  ey es o f  H a t h a n e ?  T w i c e  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h  
h a s  r is k e d  h e r  li fe  to  c o m e  t o  m e . W o u l d  y o u  h a v e  m e  
sk u lk  a m o n g  m y  w a r r i o r s  in  th e  b e l ly  o f  th e  s h ip ?  N a y .  
b y  Z e u s ! N o w  /  w ill  g o  t o  H a t h a n e !”

“ I t  w e r e  w is e r  to  le t  th e  a n g e r  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  c o o l  lo r  
a  l i t t l e —”  b e g a n  A te n y d e s  th e  F o x .

“ S in c e  y o u  g r o w  t im id  f o r  m y  s a k e ,”  s a id  I, “ let a h u n 
d r e d  o f  o u r  w a r r i o r s  a r m  th e m s e lv e s  in  b r o n z e  a n d  f a re  
w ith  m e , b e a r in g  a l l  th e i r  a r m s . A n d  y o u . c o u n s e lo r s  ol 
M in o s , s h a ll  a t t e n d  m e , w i th  A g r e s te s , c a p t a i n  o f  th e  
g u a r d .”

“ A n d  I ! ”  e x c la im e d  O r e s to s .
" F o r  lo v e  o f  m e  a n d  th e  s a fe ty  o f  th e  g a l le y , y o u  w ill  

h o ld  i t  w i th  a  h u n d r e d .”  1 o r d e r e d .  “ W e  m a y  c o m e  
f o r t h  h a s t i ly  o i l  th e  w e s te r n  s h o r e , a n d  th e  s h ip  s h o u ld  
lie  r e a d y  to  s a il . H a v e  b o a ts  o n  th e  w e s t  s h o r e , p r e 
p a r e d  t o  ta k e  u s o f !  if  t h e r e  b e  n e e d . D o e s  t h a t  sa tis fy ,
0  m ic e  o f  C r e t e ? ”  A n d  I s m ile d .

" T h e  m ic e  o f  C r e t e  k n o w  y o u r  w i l l ,”  g r u m b l e d  A g r e s 
te s . " I t  w ill  h a v e  to  s e rv e . B u t  y o u  w ill b e  a lo n e  in  
th e  r o o m s  o f  s ta te !  Y o u r  g u a r d  c a n n o t  a t t e n d  y o u  a t  th e  
f e a s t in g .”

“ M y  tw e lv e  s h a ll  d i n e  w i th  m e  in  th e  g r e a t  h a l l .”  I 
p r o m is e d , “ a n d  th e  o t h e r s  w ill b e  w i th in  c a l l .  W e  w ill 
b e  a l e r t .  B u t  th e  P h a r a o h  h a s  s w o r n  b y  th e  g o d s —”

“ P a i n t e d  im a g e s !”  r e t o r t e d  A g r e s te s .  “ Y o u  h a v e  se e n  
A m m o n  b u r n .”

" D i d  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  a s s e n t  to  y o u r  a t t e n d i n g  
th e  f e a s t? ”  a s k e d  O r e s to s .

" H a t h a n e  h a s  s a id  t h a t  I m u s t  a t t e n d  th e  f e a s t ,”  sa id  I.
“ I h a v e  h e a r d  te l l , A g r e s te s ,”  s a id  th e  n im b le - to n g u e d ,  

“ t h a t ' t h e  P r in c e s s  c a n  sw a y  th e  P h a r a o h 's  w ill , e v e n  
w h e n  h is  m o o d  is b la c k . F o r  th e r e  w a s  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  
th e  K in g  a  lo o te r  o f  to m b s —t h a t  w a s  th e  c h a r g e .  H e  
s to le  a n  a m b e r  n e c k la c e  f r o m  T h o t h m e s ’ to m b  in  th e  
r o c k s . A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  c o n d e m n e d  th e  w r e tc h  to  
d e a t h .  B u t  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  to ld  th e  P h a r a o h  th e  
f e llo w  h a d  p ic k e d  u p  th e  n e c k la c e  in  th e  M a r k e tp la c e  
o f  th e  W i n e  M e r c h a n ts —s h e  saw  h im  d o  i t  a s  s h e  p assed  
th r o u g h  in  h e r  l i t t e r :  a n d  s h e  d e m a n d e d  f r o m  h e r  
b r o t h e r  th e  w r e t c h ’s l i f e .”

“ A n d  v e r i ly  th e  P h a r a o h  le t  h im  g o ,”  d e c la r e d  N a se s . 
n o d d in g  h is  h e a d . “ T h e  th ie f  w as  g iv e n  a  ta s te  o f  th e  
r o d  a n d  s e n t  o n  h is  w a y  r e jo ic in g ,  f r e e  t o  th ie v e  a g a i n .”

“ T h a t  th e  w r e tc h  w a s  a th ie f  is n o  p r o o f  h e  s to le  th e  
a m b e r  n e c k la c e  f r o m  T h o t h m e s ’ to m b ,”  s a id  I .  “ T h e  
P r in c e s s  s p o k e  t r u t h .  T h e  je w e l w a s  s to le n  b y  a ra g g e d  
b e g g a r  n a m e d  I m p a r a ,  a n d  th e  f e llo w  b e f o r e  P h a r a o h ,  
th o u g h  a  th ie f ,  s to le  n o t  f ro m  T h o t h m e s ’ t o m b .”

“ T h e n  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  is f a v o r e d  o f  th e  P h a r 
a o h ,”  s a id  th e  c o u n s e lo r  A te n y d e s , “ a n d  P r i n c e  M y e n id e s  
h a s  s to le n  h e r  h e a r t  a w a y . I t  m a y  w e ll b e  m y  L o r d  th e  
P r i n c e  c a n  f a r e  in  s a fe ty  to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e . B u t  let 
h im  g o  w i th  a  h u n d r e d —a n d  l e t  h im  b e  a l e r t ,  a n d  b e 
w a r e  th e  w in e  in  th e  c u p .”

“ W h o  to ld  m e  e r e  th is  to  b e w a r e  o f  th e  w in e -c u p ? ”
1 e x c l a i m e d .  “ I w ill d r in k  o n ly  t h a t  ta s te d  b y  o t h e r s .  I 
w ill n o t  q u a ff  p o is o n  a t  th e  P h a r a o h ’s f e a s t .”

A n d  w i th  th a t ,  th e y  h a d  to  b e  c o n t e n t .  . . .
I b a t h e d  in  s c e n te d  w a t e r  a n d  d o n n e d  r i c h  g a r m e n ts  

a n d  g o ld e n  m a il  f o r  th e  P h a r a o h ’s fe a s t . A n d  I d re w  
o n  m y  k n e e -h ig h  b o o ts  o f  c r im s o n  e lk s k in , a n d  p la c e d  
u p o n  m y  h e a d  th e  h e l m e t  lo f ty  a n d  p lu m e d .

T o w a r d  s u n d o w n , c h a r io t s  c a m e  u p o n  th e  w h a r f  o f  
T h e b e s ,  f o r  th e y  h a d  la n d e d  f r o m  a  b a r g e  n o t  f a r  off. 
A  c a p t a i n  c a m e , le a d in g  u p  th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  o f  T u t -  
a n k h -A m m o n  a n d  tw o  f re s h  h o rs e s  b r i l l ia n t ly  h a r n e s s e d ,  
w ith  g a u d y  ta s s e ls  a n d  p lu m e s . A n d  th e  c a p t a i n  c r ie d  
in  a  lo u d  v o ic e :

. “ T h e  G l o r y  o f  th e  R i s i n g  S u n , d i v in e  S o n  o f  A m n io n  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  P h a r a o h  o f  th e  U p p e r  a n d  th e  L o w e r  
E g y p t ,  to  M y e n id e s  P r i n c e  o f  C r e t e ,  g r e e t in g !



" B y  th e  L o r d  y o u r  U n k n o w n  G o d  th e  P h a r a o h  s w e a rs  
y o u  s h a ll  h a v e  s a fe  c o n d u c t  to  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e  a n d  
b a c k  t o  y o u r  g a l le y . O n  th e  T h r o n e  o f  th e  L i v i n g  O n e  
w ill h e  s it  to  d o  y o u  h o n o r  a s  a m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  C r e t e ,  
u p o n  th e  G r e a t  S e a t  o f  H o r u s  w ill th e  P h a r a o h  r e c e iv e  
y o u . A n d  h e  w ill g iv e  th is  n i g h t  a fe a s t in  y o u r  h o n o r  
in  th e  H a l l  o f  S ta te .  B e h o ld , th e  K in g ’s o w n  c h a r i o t  
a w a its  y o u !”

I f a r e d  f o r t h  f ro m  th e  g a l le y , n o w  f o r  th e  s e c o n d  tim e  
r i d i n g  in  th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  a n d  
m y  h u n d r e d  w a r r io r s  w i th  A g r e s te s  c o m m a n d in g .  A n d  
th e  c o u n s e lo r s  N a se s  a n d  A te n y d e s  f a r e d  w ith  m e .

T h e  C a p t a i n  o f  th e  C h a r io t s ,  b e h o ld in g  m y  a r r a y ,  
c r ie d  o u t :

“You, m y  L o r d  P r in c e ,  w e r e  in v i te d  to  th e  K i n g ’s 
F e a s t ,  b u t  y o u  r id e  f o r th  w i th  a n  a r m y .”

“ 1 a m  a m b a s s a d o r  to  E g y p t ,”  s a id  I, “ a n d  th e s e  w a r 
r io r s  a r e  m y  e s c o r t .”

“ Y o u  tr a v e l  lik e  a k in g  o f  k in g s ,”  g r u m b l e d  th e  C a p 
ta in . “ I w o u ld  n o t  c a r e  to  c ro ss  s w o rd s  w i th  th e s e  w a r 
r io r s .  Y o u r  e s c o r t  is s e a s o n e d  to  b a t t le ,  a n d  I ’ll w a g e r  
a g o ld  r in g  th e y  f ig h t h a r d .”

“ W o u l d  th e  A r m y  o f  E g y p t  c a r e  to  s e c  w h a t  a  h u n 
d r e d  C r e t a n s  c a n  d o  a g a in s t  te n  th o u s a n d ? ”  I a sk e d ,  
s m ilin g . “ B y  th e  g o d s , w e  w o u ld  w e lc o m e  a  tr if le  o f  
h e w in g  a n d  h a c k in g  e r e  n i g h t !  W h i l e  s o o n  w e  sh a ll b e  
fe a s t in g , o u r  lo y a l s w o rd s , lo n g  id le  a n d  d r y  in  th e  s c a b 
b a r d s , w ill  g o  h u n g r y . Is it n o t  f i t t in g  th e  P h a r a o h  f u r 
n ish  w in e  f o r  th e  w a r r i o r ,  b lo o d  lo r  th e  s w o r d ? ”

" W e  w ill n o t  fe a s t y o u r  s w o r d s ,”  s a id  th e  C a p t a i n  d r y 
ly . “ W e  w o u ld  b e  g o o d  h o sts , b u t  w e  a r e  p le d g e d  w ith  
o u r  liv e s  to  g u a r d  y o u . A n d  m a r k  y o u , s t r a n g e r  P r in c e ,  
I h a v e  s e e n  th e  T e m p l e  w a l l .  I f  y o u r  g o d  c a n  c r a c k  
g r a n i t e  to  g e t  y o u  f o r th  f ro m  A m m o n ’s m ig h t ,  I c a r e  n o t  
to  see  w h a t  h e  c o u ld  d o  to  th e  A r m y  o f  E g y p t !”

“ W h a t  I w a n t  to  k n o w ,” s p o k e  u p  a n  o fficer o f  th e  
E g y p t ia n  e s c o r t  e a g e r ly ,  “ is w h e r e  y o u  le a r n e d  th a t  m a g ic  
th a t  r a is e d  b e tw e e n  th e  K i n g ’s c h a r i o t  in  w h ic h  y o u  r o d e  
a n d  u s, th a t  b u r n in g  c lo u d .  B y  h e a d  o f  P t a h ,  m y  k n e e s  
s till  q u a k e  a t  m e m o r y  o f  t h a t  a w f u l  c l o u d !”

" T h a t  w a s  n o  m a g ic ,” I a n s w e r e d  hints “ T h e  L o r d  
th a t  is m y  G o d  s p r e a d  h is  c lo a k  b e tw e e n  u s —a n d  y o u r  
h o st tu r n e d  b a c k . I t  w a s  n o n e  o f  m y  d o in g ;  m y  G o d  is 
n o  p i tc h y  im a g e  t h a t  b u r n s  a t  a  l i g h t n in g  f la s h .”

“ W e  a r e  s o ld ie r s , n o t  p r ie s ts ,”  s a id  th e  C a p t a i n .  “ W h a t  
h a v e  w e  to  d o  w ith  th e  p o w e rs  o f  y o u r  d r e a d  G o d ? ”

A n d  y e t  in  a  l i t t l e  t i m e  h is  b o d y  a n d  h is  B a  r o lle d  
t o g e th e r  in  th e  d e e p s  o f  th e  R e d  S e a ; a n d  h is  m u m m y  
s h a ll  n o t  d w e ll  in  its  H o u s e  o f  D e a th , n o r  h is  B a  r e 
c e iv e  o ffe r in g s  a t  th e  s h r in e . B u t  a t  t h a t  t im e  I k n e w  
n o th i n g  o f  th is . I w a s  th in k in g  o n ly  o n  t r e a c h e r y ,  a n d  
w a t c h in g  lest th e  P h a r a o h  e n t i c e  m e  to  m y  d e a t h .

Y e t ,  w h e n  m y  m in d  tu r n e d  b a c k  to  t h a t  l i g h t n in g  b o l t  
in  K a r n a k  a n d  th e  p i l la r  o f  c lo u d , I w as  a t  p e a c e . I  
th o u g h t  n o  m o r e  o f  e v i l ;  f o r  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d  w a s  w ith  
m e , e v e n  a m id  th e  A r m y  o f  E g y p t  a n d  te n  th o u s a n d  
sw o rd s  lo o s e n e d  in  th e i r  h e a v y  s c a b b a r d s  o f  b ra s s  to  
c u t  m e  d o w n .

O  M in o s ! L e t  a n  a l t a r  b e  r a is e d  in  L a b y r i n t h  to  th e  
U n k n o w n  G o d ! A y e , a n d  se n d  to  A th e n s  t h a t  u p o n  
A c r o p o l is  a n d  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  Z e u s  th e y  r a is e  o n e  th e r e  
— f o r  Z e u s , to  w h o m  w e  h a v e  p r a y e d , h a s  th e  w e a k n e s s  
o f  m e n —h e  w a lk s  in  d u s t ,  b u t  th is  G o d  I w o r s h ip  t r e a d s  
th e  p a t h  o f  s ta r s .

A s  w e  rode tow ard  t h e  harges o f  th e  P h a r a o h ,  I 
lo o k e d  b a c k  a t  th e  c i ty  o f  T h e b e s .  A g a in s t  th e  d a r k  
m o u n ta in s  o f  A f r i c a  th e  p y lo n s  o f  th e  te m p le s  to w e r e d  
a b o v e  th e  f la t r o o f s ,  a n d  s le n d e r  o b e lis k s  g l i t t e r e d  w ith  
s ilv e r  a n d  w i th  g o ld ;  a n d  E g y p t ’s p e n n a n ts  o l  r e d  a n d  
w h ite  s t r e a m e d  o n  th e  h o t  a i r  f r o m  a  h u n d r e d  c e d a r n  
m a s ts  o n  te m p le  g a te s .

A n d  w e  r o d e  d o w n  to  th e  r o y a l  la n d in g  o n  th e  e a s t  
b a n k , a n d  w e r e  ta k e n  a b o a r d  th e  g a y  b a r g e s  a f lu t te r

w i th  flag s, a n d  so  p a s s e d  s w if tly  o v e r  th e  N i le  t o  th e  
l a n d in g  b y  th e  o ld  p a l a c e  o f  A m c n h o t e p  t h a t  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  h a d  r e f in is h e d  f o r  h is  r e s id e n c e  in  T h e b e s .

A s  w e  r o l le d  off th e  b a r g e  u p o n  th e  la n d in g -p la c e , th e  
d a y  s til l  o v e r  T h e b e s  lik e  a b r a z e n  c u p , I h e a r d  f r o m  f a r  
o ff  th e  p le a s a n t  s o u n d s  o f  w a te r -w h e e ls ;  1 saw  to  th e  
s o u th  th e  b r i g h t  la k e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  T i y ,  A m e n h o te p 's  
q u e e n , g r a n d m o t h e r  o f  A n k h s e n p a te n  th e  P h a r a o h ’s 
w ife : I sa w  th e  lo v e ly  w a te r s  s h in in g  t h r o u g h  th e  s y c a 
m o r e s  a n d  th e  s a c r e d  p e r s e a  tr e e s . A n d  th e  b r o a d  lu sh  
m e a d o w s  w e r e  m u s ic a l  w i th  d o v e s  m u r m u r i n g  a m o n g  
th e  o liv e s  a n d  so n g s  o f  d e s e r t  la r k s  c i r c l in g  h e a v e n w a r d .  
A n d  I sa w  th e  P a l a c e  o f  th e  K in g .

B e h in d  th e  g r e a t  m a ss  o f  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e , th e  w est  
b u r n e d  g lo r io u s ly . I s a w  th e  g r e a t  o u t e r  w a l l ,  a n d  th e  
to p s  o f  c o lu m n s  o f  a n  in n e r  c o u r t .  I sa w  o n e  b e w ild e r 
in g  flash  o f  b r i l l i a n t  c o lo r s  b e y o n d  m y  sty lo s  to  p a in t .  
A s I s ta r e d ,  m a r v e l in g ,  th e  n ig h t  s m o te  th e  g l o r y —a n d  
a ll  w a s  d a r k .

B u t  th e  p o r t a l  g lo w e d , a n d  to r c h e s  f la re d  u n d e r  a n  
a w n in g  s t r ip e d  in  r e d  a n d  w h ite ;  a n d  s t r a in s  o f  lu te s ,  
t im b r e ls  a n d  th r o b b i n g  d r u m s  p o u r e d  f o r t h  in  th e  y e l
lo w  l ig h t .

S t r a i g h t w a y  s la v e s  o f  th e  p a l a c e  r a n  o u t  to  h o ld  o u r  
h o rs e s . T h e r e  w e r e  l i t te r s  c o m in g , b e a r in g  n o b le  la d ie s ,  
a n d  c h a r io t s  u n n u m b e r e d .

N o w ,  I was in t h e  v e s t ib u l e ; a n d  a n a k e d  N u b ia n  
s la v e -g ir l  to o k  o ff  m y  h e a v y  h e l m e t  a n d  tw in e d  lo tu s  
b u d s  in  m y  h a i r ,  a n d  o t h e r s  r e m o v e d  m y  c r im s o n  b o o ts  
a n d  b a t h e d  m y  f e e t  in  f r a g r a n t  w a t e r .  O n e  p a s s e d  m e  
a  c u r io u s  r i n g  o f  b lu e  a n d  w h ite  f a ie n c e : “ F o r  lu c k .” sh e  
s a id , n o t i n g  I w a s  a  s t r a n g e r ,  " y o u  b r e a k  a n d  th r o w  it  
a w a y  a f t e r  th e  w in e  a n d  th e  f e a s t .”

“ I w ill d o n  m y  b o o ts ,”  s a id  I to  th e  N u b i a n  w h o  w as  
b e a r in g  th e m  a w a y .

“ O n ly  k in g s  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  th e  P h a r a o h  in  b o o ts ,”  o b 
je c t e d  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  C a p t a i n  o f  C h a r io t s ,  b e h in d  m e .

“ I a m  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,” I in s is te d , “ a n d  r a n k  
w ith  k in g s ; a n d  I w ill  y e t  b e  k i n g .”

“ P r in c e s  a p p e a r  b a r e f o o t  b e f o r e  th e  P h a r a o h ,”  s a id  
th e  C a p t a i n ,  r a i s in g  h is  v o ic e .

I  e x c l a i m e d :  “ I a m  a m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  C r e t e —1 a m  h e r e  
in  M in o s ’ s te a d . I w ill  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  th e  P h a r a o h  a c 
c o r d in g  to  th e  d i g n i ty  o f  m y  o ffice . M y  b o o t s !”

“ I t  is f o r b id d e n —” b e g a n  th e  C a p t a i n ,  h is  fa c e  r e d .
“ Is th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  w i th i n ? ”  I a sk e d .
“ H e  is in  th e  H a l l  o f  S t a t e ,” a n s w e r e d  th e  C a p t a i n .
“ A n d  is th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  b o o te d ? ”  1 d e m a n d e d .
“ H e  is a  K in g  a n d  h e  w e a r s  h is  b o o ts ,”  b e  a s s e n te d .
“ I a m  a m b a s s a d o r  o f  M in o s , K in g  o f  K in g s , L o r d  o f  

th e  M id  S e a ,” I r e p e a t e d  w ith  g r e a te r  e m p h a s is ,  “ a n d  1 
w ill w e a r  m y  b o o ts .”

N o t  t h a t  I c a r e d  a b o u t  th e  b o o ts ,  O  M in o s : b u t  I k n e w  
i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  w ise , as  y o u r  a m b a s s a d o r ,  to  su ffe r  th is  
in d ig n i t y —a n d  p r o u d  P h a e s to s  w i th in  w e a r in g  h is  g i ld e d  
b o o ts ! S o  th e y  b r o u g h t  m e  m y  f o o tg e a r  a n d  se t th e m  
o n  m y  fe e t. A n d  I e n t e r e d  th e  h a l l .

A n d  firs t I saw  th e  g r e a t  h a l l  w a s  w a in s c o te d  in  ti le s  
c o v e r e d  w i th  g l e a m in g  g o ld ;  a n d  a b o v e , r i c h  ta p e s t r ie s .  
A n d  th e  s m o o th  p a v e m e n t  w a s  p a i n te d  w i th  sce n e s  in  a 
f e n : th e  w a t e r  r ip p le d  a n d  th e  se d g e s  w a v e d : a n d  th e r e  
w e r e  f r is k in g  c a lv e s  a t  p la y , f r ig h te n in g  m a r s h -b ir d s  f ro m  
th e i r  n e s ts . A n d  o v e r h e a d ,  o n  th e  c e i l in g s , w e r e  p a in te d  
w h ite  d o v e s  a n d  g o ld e n  b u tte r f l ie s .

I n  a  n ic h e  in  th e  w a ll , o n  m y  r i g h t ,  a  s ta tu e  s to o d ,  
e n a m e le d  a s  in  life , o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  m a id e n  w i th  lu s tro u s  
b la c k  ey es , a n d  a  s t r a n g e  s m ile  o n  h e r  lo v e ly  fa c e .

T h e  v o ic e  o f  th e  C a p t a i n ,  w h o  s e e m e d  to  h o ld  n o  
g r u d g e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e p is o d e  a t  th e  p o r t a l —a n d  w h o  in 
d e e d  la t e r  t a u g h t  m e  t o  d r iv e  a  c h a r i o t  in  T h e b e s —s p o k e  
o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r :

“ I t  is th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  Q u e e n  A n k h s e n p a te n ,”  h e  s a id ,  
“ m a d e  f o r  th e  P h a r a o h  b e f o r e  th e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d .  T h e



im a g e  is p r e c io u s  in  th e  K in g ’s ey es , a n d  h e  h a s  g iv e n  
o r d e r s  th a t  i t  b e  p la c e d  a t  h is  f u n e r a l  in  h is  H o u s e  o t  
D e a th  in  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  P h a r a o h s ,  w ith  th e  
t r e a s u r e s  o f  h is  h o u s e .”

A n d  in  th e  e te r n a l  d a r k ,  O  M in o s , s e a le d  w i th i n  th e  
r o c k , th e r e  to  th is  h o u r  s m ile s  th e  b e a u t i f u l  A n k h s c n -  
p a te n .

T h e r e  w a s  la u g h t e r  in  th e  h a l l ,  a n d  a s t i r r i n g  o f  th e  
c ro w d . I lo o k e d  a n d  saw  a  g a l le r y  o n  th e  s id e  m a g n if ic e n t  
in  la z u li a n d  in  m a l a c h i t e  a n d  in  g o ld . A n d  th e r e  s to o d  
th e  P h a r a o h  in  r o b e s  o f  s ta te ,  th e  d o u b le  c r o w n  u p o n  
his h e a d  w ith  its  g o ld e n  u raeu s, a n d  in  h is  left h a n d  th e  
s a c r e d  a n k h  o f  life . B e s id e  h im  s m ile d  th e  liv in g  o n e  
f o r  w h o m  th e  s m i lin g  im a g e  w a s  m a d e ;  a n d  a t  h e r  
s id e , lo o k in g  d o w n  a t  m e  a n d  s m ilin g  a ls o , th e  b e a u t i 
ful P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e .  A n d  w ith  th e m , to o . a n  ag ed  
w o m a n  w h o s e  f a c e  w as  s till  f a i r  to  se e : th is  o n e , th e  C a p 
ta in  s a id , w a s  th e  P r in c e s s  T h e r m u t h i s .  f o s te r -m o th e r  
o f  M o se s , w h o  s a v e d  h im  f ro m  th e  b u lr u s h  a r k . B u t  I 
h a d  n o  eyes f o r  th e  o th e r s  w h e n  I b e h e ld  th e  f a c e  o f  
H a t h a n e .

A n d  th e y  u p o n  th e  s p le n d id  b a lc o n y  c a s t  d o w n  to  us  
b r a c e le ts  b e y o n d  p r ic e ,  a n d  r in g s  a n d  g r e a t  c o l la r s  o f  
je w e le d  g o ld . A n d  H a t h a n e  c a s t  d o w n  s u c h  a c o l l a r  
to  m e .

A n d  th e  Q u e e n  A n k h s e n p a te n  th e n  la u g h e d , a n d  c r i e d :
“ Is t h a t  y o u r  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  H a t h a n e ? ” A n d  le a n 

in g  o v e r ,  th e  Q u e e n  c r ie d , “ F o r  th e  a m b a s s a d o r  f ro m  
C r e t e !”  a n d  th r e w  d o w n  to  m e  h a n d f u ls  o f  p r e c io u s  r in g s  
a n d  b r a c e le ts  e x q u is i te  f o r  th e i r  g e m s .

B u t  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  s ta r e d  a t  m e  h a u g h t i ly  a n d  
sp o k e  to  th e m , a n d  th e  b a lc o n y  w a s  s w if tly  d e s e r te d .

T h e  T h r o n e  o f  th e  L i v i n g  O n e , G r e a t  S e a t  o f  H o r n s ,  
s to o d  a t  th e  f a r t h e r  e n d  o f  th e  H a l l  o f  S ta te .  T h e  c h a i r  
w as se t u p o n  a  d a is  t h a t  re s te d  o n  a g o r g e o u s  m a t .  A n d  
o v e r  th e  c h a i r  s to o d  a r ic h  c a n o p y  o r n a m e n t e d  a b o v e  
w ith  u raeu s s n a k e s ; a n d  u p o n  th e  h e a v y  b a s e  I  sa w  a frie z e  
o f  griffin s, s y m b o ls  o f  w isd o m .

A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  e n t e r e d  w ith  h is  f a n -b e a r e r s ,  th e  
F r ie n d s  o f  th e  P h a r a o h ,  th e  g r e a t  lo rd s  o f  th e  c o u r t .  
A n d  in  t h a t  th r o n g  s t r u t t e d  th e  n e w  F r i e n d  o f  th e  P h a r 
a o h . th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s .

T he L ord o f  t h e  P ala ce  ca m e  a n d  b r o u g h t  m e  b e 
fo re  P h a r a o h .

“ M y e n id e s  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  P r i n c e  o f  H a g g ia  u p o n  
C r e te ,  a n d  A m b a s s a d o r  to  E g y p t  f r o m  L a b y r i n t h ,”  in 
to n e d  th e  L o r d  o f  th e  P a la c e .

A n d  I b o w e d  to  th e  P h a r a o h ,  b u t  r a is e d  n o t  m y  a r m s .
" W e  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  in  T h e b e s ,” s a id  T u t -  

a n k h -A m m o n  in  a  c le a r ,  c o ld  v o ic e . “ W e  h a v e  b e e n  
to ld , a ls o , th a t  th e  A m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  C r e t e  w o rs h ip s  th a t  
g o d  w h o m  w e  in  o u r  y o u th , b e f o r e  w is d o m  c a m e  to  u s, 
w o rs h ip e d  a ls o . E a r t h q u a k e  a n d  s to r m , O  B r o n z e  W a r 
r io r ,  h a v e  s m i t te n  T h e b e s  a n d  h e r  te m p le s  b e f o r e .  D o  
y o u  im p u te  w h a t  w a s  f o r  y o u  a h a p p y  c h a n c e  to  th e  i n 
te r v e n t io n  o f  y o u r  g o d ? ”

“ I w as a p r is o n e r  o f  th e  g o d  A m m o n  in  h is  T e m p l e  o f  
K a r n a k ,”  s a id  I, “ a n d  w as b r o u g h t  to  th e  s ilv e r  sa n d s  
f o r  s a c r if ic e — I, a n  a m b a s s a d o r ,  w h o s e  p e r s o n  is s a c r e d  
a m o n g  a ll  n a t io n s !  A n d  a th o u s a n d  a r m e d  p r ie s ts  w e r e  
m y  g u a r d s  w i th in ;  a n d  th e  c h a r io t s  a n d  th e  h o r s e m e n  o f  
th e  L i v i n g  O n e  w e r e  w i th o u t  th e  w a lls .

“ W h e r e  th e n  w a s  th e  p o w e r  o f  y o u r  g o d  A m m o n , th a t  
h e  c o u ld  n o t  h o ld  m e ?  I f  A m m o n  b e  a  g o d  a n d  n o t  a  
n a m e  o n ly , s u r e ly  y o u r  A m m o n  is g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  f o rc e s  
o f  th is  e a r th ,  l i g h t n in g  a n d  e a r th q u a k e !

“ T h e  im a g e  o f  th e  g o d  w as  in  th e  h o ly  a r k ;  th e  a r k  
w as u p o n  th e  s a c r e d  b o a t ;  th e  b o a t  w a s  u p o n  th e  s ilv e r  
sa n d s  in  th e  h o ly  s a n c tu a r y  o f  K a r n a k .  B u t  th e  U n 
k n o w n  G o d  s m o te  th e  im a g e  o f  A m m o n  w i th  f ire , a n d  
th e  im a g e  b r o k e  a n d  r o l le d  u p o n  th e  s i lv e r  s a n d s , a n d  
b u r n e d  w i th  a  g r e a t  s m o k e  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  L o r d  
m y  G o d .

“ A n d  th e  e a r t h q u a k e  to r e  a s u n d e r  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  
T e m p l e  o l  A m m o n  a n ti  le t  m e  f o r t h  in to  th e  n ig h t .  A n d  
I p a s s e d  th r o u g h  th e  h o s t  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  s le p t  th a t  
n ig h t  in  y o u r  H o u s e  o f  D e a th  in  th e  V a lle y  o f  th e  D e a d  
K in g s .

“ A n il th is  d a y , in  th e  m o r n in g ,  I r o d e  f o r th  in  
y o u r  o w n  c h a r i o t  o f  g o ld  to  th e  N i le  a n d  e n t e r e d  sa fe ly  
u p o n  m y  g a l le y  Mmos-eyr a g a in . A n ti  y o tir  h o r s e m e n  
a n ti y o u r  c h a r io t s ,  O  P h a r a o h ,  in  t h a t  r id e  to  th e  r iv e r ,  
w e r e  a lm o s t  u p o n  m e , w h e n  t h e r e  fe ll f r o m  h e a v e n  a  
s h in in g  c lo u d  a n ti c u t  th e m  off a n ti tu r n e d  th e m  b a c k .

" T h e s e  th in g s  a r e  k n o w n  to  a ll E g y p t .  A m m o n  fa ile d  
y o u , b u t  th e  L i v i n g  G o tl  w a s  w i th  m e .”

T h e n  th e  P h a r a o h  to u c h e d  h is  f o r e h e a d  w ith  a  t r e m 
b l in g  h a n d ,  a n d  b o w e d  h is  h e a d  in  th o u g h t .

“ T h e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m n io n ,”  saitl T u t - a n k h -A m m o n ,  
“ w e r e  w i th o u t  a u t h o r i t y  to  seize  th e  p e r s o n  o f  a n  a m 
b a s s a d o r .  L e t t e r s  f ro m  th e  M in o s , w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  h a t! 
d e l iv e r e d  lo  m e , h a v e  in f o r m e d  u s o f  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  y o u r  
v is i t . T h e s e  m a t te r s  I w ill c o n s id e r  w i th  m y  c o u n c i l ,  
a n d  w ill c o n s u lt  w i th  y o u  a g a i n .”

H e  h e s ita te d  a n ti s ta r e d  a t  m e . “ I lik e  b o ld  m e n ,”  h e  
s a id , as if to  h im s e lf . “ T h e r e  b e  w o n d e r s  in  E g y p t  b e 
y o n d  th e  p o w e r s  o f  p r ie s ts  to  e x p l a i n .”

“ M a y  n o t  th e  L i v i n g  O n e .  th e  S o n  o f  th e  S u n ,”  saitl 
1, b o ld ly , “ h a v e  q u e s t io n e d  th e  w r o n g  p r ie s ts ? ”

1 k n o w  n o t  w h a t  th e  K in g  o f  E g y p t  w o u ld  h a v e  a n 
s w e re d , f o r  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  sa itl . 
in  a d r y , h a r s h  v o ic e :

“ M a r k  th e  a r r o g a n c e  o f  th e  P r in c e  o f  C r e t e ,  w h o  a p 
p e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s  w e a r in g  h is  b o o t s !”

B u t  th e  f a c e  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  g r e w  d a r k .  H e  
tu r n e d  u p o n  P h a e s to s  s a v a g e ly  a n d  s a id :

“ W h e n  d id  th e  P h a r a o h  o f  E g y p t  c o n s u l t  a n  a lie n  
k in g  u p o n  th e  m a n n e r s  o r  th e  c l o t h in g  o f  th e  c o u r t?  T h e  
B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  h e r e  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  p e r s o n  o f  th e  M in o s ,  
w h o  a ls o  is a  K in g  o f  K in g s  a n ti w h o  r u le s  th e  w id e  M ill  
S e a . N o t  f o r  h im s e lf  as  a p r in c e  d id  h e  r e fu s e  to  e n t e r  
o u r  p r e s e n c e  b a r e f o o t :  f o r  th e  C a p t a i n  o f  m y  C h a r io t s  h a s  
r e p o r t e d  to  m e  t h a t  w h ic h  b e fe ll a t  th e  p o r t a l .  N o t  fo r  
h im s e lf ,  b u t  as  a m b a s s a d o r  to  o u r  c o u r t  tlitl M y e n id e s  
P r in c e  o f  C r e t e  r e fu s e  to  b e  a b a s e d . L e t  P h a e s to s  b e  si
le n t !  W e  w ill g o  to  th e  b a n q u e t .”

T h e  th r o n g  in  th e  c h a m b e r  o f  s ta te  f o llo w e d  th e  P h a r 
a o h  i n to  th e  g r e a t  h a l l  o r  U s e c h e t ,  as th e  T h e b a n s  c a ll  
it , w h e r e  ta b le s  b a n k e d  w ith  (lo w e rs  a n d  s h in in g  w ith  
c r y s ta l  a n d  g o ld  a w a i te d  us.

A n ti  th e  L o r d  o f  P h a e s to s  a n d  L o r d  P a r m c d e s ,  w h o m  
I h a d  a l r e a d y  n o te d  in  th e  c r o w d , w e r e  s ta n d in g  a l i t t le  
a p a r t  f ro m  th e  o t h e r  g u e s ts , a n ti  w h is p e r e d  to g e th e r .  
A s I e n te r e d  th e  f e a s t in g  h a l l ,  I k n e w  th e y  w e r e  w a tc h  
in g  m e —e v e n  as  c a r r i o n  b ird s  ey e  th e  p r e y  a l r e a d y  d e a d .

M y  tw e lv e  w e r e  in  th e  f e a s t in g  h a l l ,  s e a te il  tw o  a n d  
tw o  a t  s m a ll  r o u n d  ta b le s .  T h e y  s to o d  as  1 p asse tl bv  
o n  m y  w a y  to  th e  t a b le  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .

T h i s  U s e c h e t  h a d  ta l l  c o lu m n s  w h ic h  s u p p o r te d  a fiat 
r o o f  a n i l  r a is e d  i t  s e v e r a l  f e e t  a b o v e  th e  s id e -w a lls  to  le t 
in  a i r .  T h e  h a ll o p e n e d  u p o n  a  p l e a s a n t  c o u r t ,  w ith  a 
t i le d  p o o l in  th e  m id s t  a g lo w  w i th  lo tu s  b lo o m s . T h r o u g h  
a n  o p e n  d o o r ,  1 c o u ld  see  v in e -c o v e r e d  w a lls , a n d  b e d s  ol 
flo w e rs : p o p p ie s  a n d  s c a r le t  sa g e , la r k s p u r ,  h e l io t r o p e ,  
a m a r a n t h  a n ti  a s p h o d e l ;  a n d  o r n a m e n t a l  t r e e s , a n d  a n  
a r b o r c t l  w a lk  le a d in g  a m o n g  th e m  to  a g a y ly  p a in te i l  
s u m m e r h o u s e .

I w as to ld  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  a te r r a c e d  r o o f  a b o v e  th e  
w o m e n ’s q u a r t e r s  o n  th e  s e c o n d  llo o r . w h e r e  th e  c o u r t  
g a t h e r e d  o n  s u m m e r  e v e n in g s  to  e n jo y  th e  c o o l  n o r th  
b re e z e s . A n d  c le v e r ly  m a d e  fu n n e ls  u p o n  th is  t e r r a c e  
d i r e c te d  th e  n o r t h  b r e e z e  d o w n  in to  th e  s le e p in g  c h a m 
b e r s  b e lo w . O n  th e  o p p o s i te  s itle  o f  th e  b a n q u e t  h a ll  
w a s  th e  ’A h a ,  a  n a r r o w  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  h o u s e , th e  p r iv a te  
r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  P h a r a o h .

I n  a  d i s t a n t  c o r n e r  th e  K in g ’s m u s ic ia n s  p la y e d  s o f t,  
s t r a n g e  m u s ic  w i th  th e  m e llo w  to n e s  o f  lo n g  d r u m s  o f



e a r th e n w a r e  th r o b b i n g  th r o u g h  i t .  A n d  h a r p s  s a n g ,  
ly re s  m a d e  m e lo d y , f lu te s  p o u r e d  f o r t h  m u s ic  s w e e t as  
s o n g s  o f  la r k s . A t  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  h a l l ,  s to o d  th e  g r e a t  
a m p h o ra e  o f  w in e  a g a in s t  h u g e  b a n k s  o f  f lo w e rs . A n d  
b e y o n d  th e  r o u n d  ta b le s  w h e r e  s a t  m y  tw e lv e , w o m e n  o f  
le s s e r  d e g r e e  w e r e  s e a te d  c ro s s -le g g e d  u p o n  s o f t  ru g s .

T h e  s la v e s  s e rv e d  u s  s o u p , fish, th e  v e n is o n  o l  g a z e lle s ,  
g o o d  r e d  b e e f  b r o i le d , a n d  c a k e s  o f  m a n y  k in d s . A n d  
th e r e  w e r e  v e g e ta b le s  in  a b u n d a n c e —g r e e n  p e a s , b e a n s ,  
a n d  o n io n s  (w h ic h  th e ir  p r ie s ts  c a n n o t  e a t ) , c a b b a g e s  
a n d  r a d is h e s , c e le r y , a s p a r a g u s  a n d  le n t i l s .  T h e  v e n is o n  
w a s  r o a s te d  a n d  g a r n i s h e d  w i th  m in t .  A n d  th e y  s e rv e d  
u s r i p e  o liv e s  p r e s e r v e d  in  o i l ,  a  d e l i c a te  je l ly  o f  th e  
j u j u b e  f r u i t ,  a n d  figs, d a te s ,  p o m e g r a n a te s  a n d  m e lo n s .  
A n d  th e y  p o u r e d  f o r  u s  s e v e r a l  k in d s  o f  b e e r —o n e ,  O  
M in o s , a s  f r a g r a n t  as  w i n e —a n d  lo u t k in d s  o f  w in e . A n d  
a f te r  e a c h  c o u r s e  th e  n a k e d  N u b ia n  s la v e -g ir ls  b r o u g h t  
u s f in g e r  b o w ls  a n d  n a p k in s  o f  l in e n .

W h e n  th e  n u ts  a n d  r a is in s  h a d  b e e n  e a te n ,  th e  s la v e s  
c le a r e d  th e  ta b le s  o f  b r o n z e  a n d  o f  g o ld  a n d  o f  g l i t t e r i n g  
g la ss , l e a v in g  o n ly  th e  flo w e rs . A n d  th e  s la v e s  b r o u g h t  
in  m ig h ty  m i x i n g  b o w ls  a n d  f ille d  th e m  to  o v e rf lo w in g  
w i th  o ld  w in e . A n d  th e  d a n c in g  g ir ls  t r o o p e d  in , th e  
m u s ic  b e c a m e  lo u d e r  a n d  l iv e l ie r ,  a n d  th e  g u e s ts  a r o u n d  
m e  w a x e d  f r ie n d l ie r  a n d  m o r e  a n i m a t e d .

o w  1 s a t  u p o n  t h e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  th e  P h a r a o h ,  a n d  
o p p o s i te  w e r e  th e  Q u e e n  a n d  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e .  A n d  
I ta lk e d  w ith  H a t h a n e  a c ro s s  th e  t a b le —a n d  th is  w as  
th e  firs t lo n g  ta lk  w i th  th e  P r in c e s s  t h a t  e v e r  I h a d . I  
f o r g o t  a ll  o t h e r  th in g s  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  i t—w h ic h  w e ll-  
n ig h  c o s t  m e  m y  life .

N o t  till  l a t e  d id  I d is c o v e r  P h a e s to s  a n d  h is  m in i o n  
P a r m e d e s  w e r e  s i t t in g  a t  a  r o u n d  ta b le  b y  th e m s e lv e s ,  
n e a r  b u t  b e h in d  m e . A n d  b y  th a t  t a b le  th e  s la v e s  h a d  
s e t a  g r e a t  a m p h o r a  o f  w in e . A n d  t h e r e  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  
m e  a  c u p  o f  w in e . P r e s e n t ly  I r e a c h e d  a n d  to o k  th e  
g o ld e n  c u p  a n d  r a is e d  i t  to  m y  lip s .

“ B r o n z e  W a r r i o r , ” c r i e d  H a t h a n e ,  l e a n in g  f o r w a r d ,  
" t h e  w in e  in  y o u r  c u p  n e v e r  c a m e  f r o m  th e  K i n g ’s b o w l !”

1 s e t  d o w n  th e  g o ld e n  c u p ,  a n d  s p il le d  w in e  u p o n  th e  
s n o w y  c lo th .

“ S a w  y o u  w h e n c e  it  c a m e ? ”  I  a sk e d .
“ I t  is f r o m  th e  a m p h o r a  b y  th e  ta b le  o f  P h a e s to s  a n d  

P a r m e d e s ,”  sh e  s a id , a n d  h e r  c h e e k s  w e r e  p a le .
" O  R is in g  S u n !”  I c r i e d  t o  th e  P h a r a o h .  “ I a m  y o u r  

g u e s t , s e a te d  in  th e  p la c e  o f  h o n o r  u p o n  y o u r  r i g h t .  D o  
I n o t  th e n  d r in k  w in e  f r o m  th e  K in g ’s b o w l? ”

“ O f  a  c e r t a i n t y  y o u  d r in k  w in e  f r o m  th e  K in g ’s b o w l !”  
e x c la im e d  th e  P h a r a o h ,  n o w  in  jo v ia l  m o o d . “ F e a r  y o u  
p o is o n ?  I t  h a s  b e e n  te s te d  b y  th e  r o y a l  ta s te r  o f  w in e  
in  m y  p r e s e n c e : it m a y  r o l l  y o u  u n d e r  th e  ta b le ,  b u t  it  
w ill n o t  h a r m  y o u .”

" B u t  th e  w in e  in  m y  c u p ,  O  P h a r a o h ,  c a m e  n o t  f ro m  
th e  K in g ’s b o w l ,”  I s a id .

T h e  P h a r a o h  s p r a n g  u p  a n d  s ta r e d  a t  m y  c u p . “ W h o  
s e rv e d  th e  P r i n c e  o f  H a g g ia ? ” h e  r o a r e d .

T h e n  s p o k e  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e .  “ T h e  s e r v a n ts  o f  
th e  P h a r a o h ,”  s h e  to ld  h im , “ b r o u g h t  th e  B r o n z e  W a r 
r i o r  a g o ld e n  c u p  o f  w in e  f r o m  th e  K i n g ’s b o w l, b u t  th e  
I .o r d  P a r m e d e s , w h e n  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  w a s  e n g ro s s e d  
in  ta l k in g  to  m e , to o k  h is  c u p  a n d  p la c e d  th is  o t h e r  o n e  
in  its  s te a d . T h e  c u p s  lo o k  th e  s a m e .”

“ Is  it  n o t  t r u e ,  O  P h a r a o h ,”  I  a s k e d , “ t h a t  all w in e  
s e rv e d  in  th e  K in g 's  h a l l  is te s te d  b e f o r e  i t  is s e r v e d ? ”

“ A ll th e  w in e  is t e s te d ,”  s a id  th e  P h a r a o h .
“ T h e n  le t  m y  L o r d  P a r m e d e s  d r in k  th e  c u p ,”  s a id  I .
P a r m e d e s  s p r a n g  u p  w i th  a n  o a t h .  “ W h y  s h o u ld  I 

b e c o m e  w in e - ta s te r  t o  th e  P r i n c e  o f  H a g g i a ? ” h e  c r ie d .  
" T h e  P r i n c e  h a s  h e a r d  th e  P h a r a o h :  a l l  w in e  in  th is  h a l l  
h a s  b e e n  te s te d  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  s e rv e d . L e t  th e  P r in c e  
e m p ty  h is  o w n  c u p ,  O  P h a r a o h ! ”

T h e  P h a r a o h  s a t  d o w n . H e  to y e d  w i th  h is  o w n  w in e -  
c u p . T h e r e  w a s  a  c u r io u s  s m ile  o n  h is  th in  lip s .

“ T h e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s ,”  h e  s a id , “ w ill d r in k  th e  w in e  
f r o m  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ’s c u p —in  h o n o r  o f  th e  a m 
b a s s a d o r  f r o m  C r e t e .  T h e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s  c a n  s c a r c e ly  
r e f u s e  to  p a y  h is  c o u n t r y m a n  th is  h o n o r ,  f o r  th e  C r e t a n  
lo r d  h a s  h e a r d :  a l l  w in e  s e rv e d  h e r e  h a s  b e e n  te s te d  b e 
f o r e  i t  w a s  s e r v e d . Drink, Parmedes, to the Bronze War
rior!”

P a r m e d e s  s h o o k . “ O  P h a r a o h ,” h e  s ta m m e r e d ,  “ I h a v e  
d r u n k  to o  m u c h  a lr e a d y .  A n d  I a m  n o t  f r ie n d ly  to  th e  
P r i n c e  o f  H a g g ia .  H e  p u t  m e  in  f e t te r s  o n  th e  w a y  
h i t h e r ,  a n d  th r e w  m e  i n to  p r is o n . I  w ill  n o t  d r in k  f ro m  
h is  c u p .”

T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  r a is e d  h is  iv o ry  s c e p te r .  “ G u a r d s !” 
h e  c r i e d .  “ A id  th e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s  to  empty th e  B ro n z e  
W a r r i o r ’s c u p ! ”

F o u r  h u g e  g u a r d s  o f  th e  K in g  s p r a n g  f o r w a r d . T w o  
se iz e d  th e  L o r d  P a r m e d e s  b y  h is  a r m s  a n d  h e ld  h im  f a s t ;  
a  t h i r d  c a u g h t  h im  by c h in  a n d  f o r e h e a d  a n d  fo rc e d  
b a c k  h is  h e a d  a n d  h is  c le n c h e d  ja w s ; th e  f o u r th  li l te d  
m y  g o ld e n  c u p  a n d  p o u r e d  th e  r e d  d r a u g h t  in to  P a r 
m e d e s ’ m o u t h .

P a r m e d e s  g a v e  a  g r e a t  c ry , as  th e  f o u r  lo o s e d  h im .  
F o r  a  m o m e n t  h e  s to o d , w h ite  as  a  p a p y r u s  s h e e t, sw ay 
in g  a  l i t t le ;  a n d  h e  c r i e d  o u t  a g a in ,  a n d  fe ll , a n d  w r i th e d  
u p o n  th e  p a v e m e n t ,  a n d  la y  s til l .

T h e  P h a r a o h  c la p p e d  h is  h a n d s . “ L e t  th e  s la v e s  d r a g  
o u t  th e  c a r r i o n ,”  h e  s a id . “ T h e  p o is o n e r  is s e rv e d . T h e  
L o r d  y o u r  G o d  is w ith  y o u  s t i l l ,  O  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ! ”

“ T h e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e ,”  s a id  I , lo o k in g  in to  h is  ey es, 
“ is w i th  m e  a ls o :  f o r  it  w a s  s h e  w h o  w a r n e d  m e  n o t  to  
d r in k  th e  c u p .”

T h e  P h a r a o h  d r e w  f r o m  h is  f in g e r  a  r i n g  w ith  a  g r e a t  
g e m  se t in  i t ,  w a te r -b lu e  a n d  d i v in e ly  c le a r ,  a n d  g a v e  it  
to  h is  s is te r . “ W e a r  t h e n ,” h e  s a id , “ th e  K in g ’s o w n  
r i n g .”

A n d  h e  l i f te d  h is  o w n  c u p  o f  g o ld  a n d  p a s s e d  i t  to  m e .  
“ D r in k  w in e  f r o m  th e  K in g ’s b o w l o n l y ,”  h e  s a id , “ a n d  
f r o m  th e  K in g ’s o w n  c u p , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r .  A n d  f o rg e t  
n o t  to  b e a r  th e  c u p  a w a y  w i th  y o u , a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
f e a s t in g , a n d  t o  b r e a k  a n d  th r o w  a w a y  y o u r  lu c k y  r in g :  
f o r  th e  c u p  is y o u r s  a n d  th e  lu c k  is y o u r s ,  th is  n i g h t !”

A n d  th e  L o r d  o f  th e  P a l a c e  b r o u g h t  to  th e  P h a r a o h  a  
s e c o n d  c u p  o f  g o ld .

I r o s e  a n d  r a is e d  m y  a r m s  in  s a lu te .  A  s la v e  filled  m y  
g if t - c u p  f r o m  th e  K in g ’s b o w l, a n d  I d r a n k .

“ O  P h a r o a h ,”  s a id  I, “ y o u  a r e  th e  f o u n t  o f  ju s tic e .  
N o w , h a v in g  b e h e ld  y o u r  ju s t i c e ,  I ,  M y e n id e s  P r i n c e  o f  
H a g g ia ,  a sk  a  f a v o r  o f  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s .”

“ S p e a k , M y e n id e s ,”  h e  s a id . “ M a y  it  b e  w i th in  m y  
p o w e r  to  g r a n t .”

" I  a m  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  o f  C r e t e ,”  s a id  I , “ a n  office as  
y o u  k n o w  f a l l in g  o n ly  t o  p r in c e s  r o y a l  o l  th e  H o u s e  o f  
H a g g ia ,  th e  k in s m e n  o f  M in o s , o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  Z e u s . A s  
B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  m in e  is th e  d u ty  o f  s e e in g  to  th e  d e 
fe n se  o f  a ll  th e  c o a s ts  o f  C r e t e .  A s  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  I 
s ta n d  in  r a n k  s e c o n d  o n ly  to  M in o s , K in g  o f  K in g s . A n d  
f o llo w in g  m y  f a th e r — th o u g h  I p r a y  th e  d a y  b e  f a r  off— 
I w ill b e  K in g  o f  H a g g ia  u p o n  C r e t e .”

T h e  P h a r a o h  b o w e d , a n d  s ip p e d  h is  w in e , w a t c h in g  m e  
n a r r o w ly  w i th  h is  b r ig h t ,  d a r k  eyes.

“ I h a v e  c o m e  t o  E g y p t ,”  I  w e n t  o n ,  “ to  s ig n  a  n e w  
t r e a ty  w i th  y o u , in  th e  n a m e  o f  M in o s  o f  L a b y r i n t h .  T o  
b in d  th is  t r e a ty ,  I ask  t h a t  y o u  g iv e  m e  to  w ife  H a t h a n e  
th e  P r in c e s s ,  to  r u le  w i th  m e  w h e n  I a m  K in g .”

P h a e s to s  s p r a n g  u p  w i th  a n  o a t h .  B u t  th o s e  n e a r  h im  
p u lle d  h im  d o w n .

A n d  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  s a t  w ith  h e a d  b e n t  a n d  
c h e e k s  b r i g h t e r  t h a n  th e  w in e  w i th in  m y  c u p .

“ H a t h a n e ,”  th e  P h a r a o h  a s k e d , “ d o  y o u  f a v o r  th is  
P r i n c e ? ”

“ O  b r o t h e r ,”  s h e  s a id , lo o k in g  u p ,  “ I lo v e  th e  B r o n z e  
W a r r i o r .”

“ I  m e a n t  y o u  f o r  B a b y l o n , ' ’ m u t t e r e d  th e  P h a r a o h ,  
g r e a t ly  d i s t u r b e d .  “ I  w i l l  c o n s id e r  th is  m a t t e r ,  M y e n i-



d e s . W e  h a v e  n o t  y e t  s ig n e d  th e  t r e a ty .  A  P r in c e s s  o f  
E g y p t  m u s t  w e d  n o t  a s  h e r  h e a r t  d e s ir e s , b u t  in  th e  in 
te r e s t  o f  th e  t h r o n e .  I  c a n n o t  a n s w e r  y o u  t o n i g h t .”  

“ C r e t e  h a s  b e e n  a  d e f e n s e  f o r  E g y p t  u p o n  th e  P o n -  
tu s ,”  s a id  I .  “ H e r  s h ip s  h a v e  s e rv e d  E g y p t  w e ll . T h e  
f r ie n d s h ip  o f  C r e t e ,  r u l e r  o f  th e  M id  S e a , is n o  s m a ll  
th in g —”

T h e  f a c e  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  g r e w  d a r k .  “ Y o u  a r e  
g if te d  w i th  w o rd s , M y e n id e s !” h e  e x c la im e d . “ I w o u ld  
d r in k  m y  w in e  in  p e a c e .  T a k e  c a r e  le s t  y o u  say  to o  
m u c h , a n d  f o r  a l l  t im e  I te l l  y o u  n a y !”

A n d  h e  s w a llo w e d  m o r e  w in e . “ I th in k  I w ill  a n 
s w e r  n o w —” h e  b e g a n , w h e n  a  d e e p  r i c h  v o ic e  f ille d  th e  
g r e a t  h a l l .

“ O  P h a r a o h ,  G lo r y  o v e r  u s !” it  c r ie d . " H e a r  u s !”
T h e  s ta r t le d  g u e s ts  tu r n e d  to w a r d  th e  f a r  e n d  o f  th e  

h a l l .  T h e  P h a r a o h  s p r a n g  to  h is  f e e t ,  s t i l l  g r a s p in g  th e  
n e w  c u p  th e  L o r d  o f  th e  P a l a c e  h a d  b r o u g h t  h im .

A t  th e  f a r  e n d  s to o d  tw o  ta l l  o ld  m e n . A n d  I k n e w  
o n e  o f  th e m  b y  th e  w h ite  h a i r  l ik e  iv o r y  h o r n s  u p o n  h is  
f o r e h e a d ; a n d  th e  o t h e r  m a n , I  k n e w , m u s t  b e  A a r o n  
h is  b r o t h e r .

“ M o s e s !”  c r i e d  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  in  a  g r e a t ,  s te r n  
v o ic e .  “ W h a t  d o  y o u  h e r e ? ”

“ T h u s  s a id  th e  L o r d  G o d  o f  I s r a e l ,”  c r i e d  M o se s . 
“ L e t  m y  p e o p le  g o , t h a t  th e y  m a y  h o ld  a  f e a s t  u n t o  m e  
in  th e  w ild e r n e s s .” *

“ W h o  is th is  G o d  o f  I s r a e l ,  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  o b e y  h is  
v o ic e  to  le t  I s r a e l  g o ? ”  c r ie d  th e  P h a r a o h  in  g r e a t  w r a th .  
“ I  k n o w  n o t  y o u r  g o d , n e i th e r  w ill  I le t  I s r a e l  g o ! ”

A n d  th e n  A a r o n  a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a id : “ T h e  G o d  o f  
I s r a e l  h a s  m e t  w ith  u s . L e t  u s  g o , w e  p r a y  y o u , th r e e  
d a y s ’ jo u r n e y  in t o  th e  d e s e r t  a n d  s a c r if ic e  to  th e  L o r d  
o u r  G o d , le s t h e  f a ll  u p o n  u s  w i th  p e s t i le n c e  o r  w ith  
th e  s w o r d .”

“ W h y  d o  y o u , M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n ,  le t  th e  p e o p le  f ro m  
th e i r  w o rk s ? ”  c r i e d  th e  P h a r a o h .  “ G e t  y o u  b a c k  to  y o u r  
b u r d e n s !  T h e  I s r a e li te s  b e c o m e  a  m u l t i t u d e ,  a n d  y o u  
c a u s e  th e m  to  r e s t  f ro m  th e i r  ta s k s .”

A n d  h e  s e n t  th e m  f o r t h  o u t  o f  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e .
‘ B u t  M o se s  a n d  A a r o n  c h a n te d  as  th e y  w e n t  f o r t h ,  

o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n :  “ L e t  m y  p e o p le  g o !  T h e  L o r d  G o d  
s a id : L e t  m y  p e o p le  g o !”

A n d  P h a r a o h  s u m m o n e d  a n  o fficer  a n d  b a d e  h im  to  
g iv e  th e  p e o p le  o f  I s r a e l  n o  m o r e  s t r a w  w i th  th e i r  m u d  
f o r  th e  m a k in g  o f  b r ic k s , a n d  to  s e e  t o  i t  th e y  m a d e  as  
m a n y  b r ic k s  as  th e y  h a d  b e f o r e  m a d e  w i th  s tr a w . “ L a y  
m o r e  w o rk  o n  I s r a e l !”  h e  o r d e r e d .  “ M a k e  th is  p e o p le  
s w e a t o v e r  th e i r  b r ic k s ! A n d  see  t o  i t ,  I h e a r  n o  m o r e  
o f  th is  f o o lis h n e s s .”

T h e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  s ta lk e d  f r o m  th e  b a n 
q u e t -h a l l  a n d  w e n t  in to  h is  o w n  h o u s e . T h e  g u e s ts  le f t  
th e i r  w in e  u n fin is h e d  a n d  w e n t  f o r t h  to  th e i r  l i t te r s  
a n d  c h a r io t s .  A s I m o v e d  w i th  h e a v y  h e a r t  to w a r d  th e  
p o r t a l ,  I  f e l t  a  l i g h t  to u c h  o n  m y  a r m .

I  tu r n e d  to  see  H a t h a n e  s ta n d in g  b y  m e .
“ B e  s t r o n g  o f  h e a r t ! ”  s h e  w h is p e r e d . “ O u r  G o d  w ill  

g iv e  m e  u n t o  y o u . L o o k ,  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  th e  m a g ic  
r i n g  in  y o u r  h a n d  is w h o le !  B r e a k  i t ,  b r e a k  i t ,  a n d  c a s t  
th e  p ie ce s  a w a y !”  A n d  w i th  a  s o b , s h e  a d d e d :  “ W e  n e e d  
a l l  o u r  lu c k  t o n i g h t !”

I s n a p p e d  th e  b lu e  a n d  w h ite  r i n g  a n d  c a s t  th e  p ie ce s  
r i n g i n g  u p o n  th e  p a v e m e n t .  A n d  th e  P r in c e s s  s m ile d  
a n d  s a id :

“ G o o d  n i g h t .  Y o u r  f a v o r  w ill  b e  g r a n t e d  y o u —f o r  I 
w ill  ta lk  w i th  m y  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  h e  w ill  n o t  r e f u s e .”  

“ T h e  L o r d  G o d  g r a n t  y o u  a r e  r i g h t ,”  I a n s w e r e d  h e r .  
“ M a y  H e  g u a r d  y o u  b y  d a y  a n d  b y  n i g h t  u n t i l  I  m a k e  
y o u  m y  w ife , O  L o tu s -f lo w e r !  G o o d  n i g h t .”

I r e m e m b e r  l i t t l e  o f  th e  jo u r n e y  b a c k  to  th e  g a l le y . I  
w as th in k in g  o f  th e  tw o  le a d e r s  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  M o s e s

* T h e  disk h e re  agrees a lm o st w o rd  fo r  w o rd  w ith  Exodus: 
V , 1-10.

a n d  A a r o n .  T h e i r  a s s u r a n c e  h a d  b e e n  s o  g r e a t ,  f ro m  
s t r e n g t h  g iv e n  b y  th e  M o s t  H i g h ,  t h a t  e v e n  th e  P h a r a o h  
u p o n  h is  g i ld e d  t h r o n e  w a s  d a u n t e d ;  a n d  s o m e th in g  
l ik e  th e  firs t b r e a th  o f  f e a r  s m o te  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th e  m e r r y

C h a p t e r  N i n e

I L L  th e  s la v e , o n c e  f r e e ,  o f  h is  o w n  w ill, 
r e t u r n  to  th e  ta s k m a s te r  a g a in ?  E g y p t ,  
O  M in o s , k n e w  th a t  h e  w o u ld  n o t —a n d  
w h e n  M o se s  a s k e d  t h a t  I s r a e l  b e  a llo w e d  
to  g o  a “ th r e e -d a y  jo u r n e y  in to  th e  w il

d e r n e s s ” to  s a c r if iz e  to  J e h o v a h ,  E g y p t  k n e w  t h a t  th e  p e o 
p le  w o u ld  n e v e r  r e t u r n  to  th e  m a k in g  o f  b r ic k s .

N o w  w e r e  y o u r  a ffa irs  a n d  m in e ,  O  K in g  o f  K in g s , a t  
b la c k e s t  e b b  o f  t id e !  A n d  th e  s ig n in g  o f  th e  t r e a ty  a n d  
th e  lo v e lin e s s  o f  H a t h a n e  a l ik e  s e e m e d  lo s t  to  m e .

A  t u r n c o a t  a n d  c h a n g e f u l  P h a r a o h  w as  r u l i n g  E g y p t .  
T o o  lo n g , f o r  y o u r  s a k e  a n d  m in e , O  M in o s , h e  p u t  oil 
h is  d e c is io n s ! A n d  n o w , w i th  a  r u s h ,  c a m e  th e  H e b r e w  
c ris is —a n d  th e  h o r r o r s  a n d  t e r r o r s  o f  th e  T e n  P la g u e s ;  
a n d  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  h a d  f o r  C r e t a n  a f fa ir s  n e i th e r  
t im e  n o r  m in d .

F o r  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  y e a r s , O  M in o s , th is  
H e b r e w  r a c e  h a s  b e e n  l iv in g  in  E g y p t ,  a n d  s e rv e d  a-, 
s la v e s  d u r i n g  a t im e  im m e m o r ia l .  I t  is a  r a c e ,  f r o m  a ll  
I h a v e  s e e n , a m o n g  th e  le a s t  o f  th e  w o r l d ’s p e o p le s ,  m o r e  
u s e d  to  w a n d e r in g  a n d  l iv in g  a  s e m i-w ild  life  in  te n ts  
th a n  to  th e  life  o f  c iv i liz e d  m a n  in  h o u s e s  a n d  in  c itie s .  
A  s im p le  p e o p le ,  th e s e  H e b r e w s , w h o  e a t  o u t  o f  b o w ls  o f  
s to n e  a n d  se e m  o f  o n e  r a c e  w i th  th e  n o m a d s  o f  th e  d e s e r t .  
Y e t  s u r e ly  th e y  h a v e  p la y e d  a  m ig h ty  p a r t  in  m a k in g  
E g y p t  r i c h !

A n d  n o w  th e  H e b r e w s  h a v e  in c r e a s e d  in  n u m b e r s :  
th e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  s t r o n g :  a n d  th e  E g y p t ia n s  f e a r  th e m .  
T h e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  E g y p t  a l ik e  fea* 
th e  r e t u r n  o f  th e  h e r e t i c  w’o r s h ip , th e  O n e -G o d  w o r s h ip  
o f  C h u -m -’e te n .  I t  w a s  in  th is  h o u r  o f  d r e a d ,  O  M in o s  
t h a t  M o se s  a n d  A a r o n  r a is e d  th e i r  v o ic e s  in  th e  e a r s  o f  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n !  V e r i ly ,  J e h o v a h  c h o s e  w e ll h is  h o u i '

F r o n t  t h a t  m o m e n t  w h e n  1 firs t sa w  M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n  
in  th e  K in g 's  f e a s t in g  h a l l ,  in  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e , I  k n e w  
in  m y  h e a r t  th a t ,  u n t i l  th e  m a t t e r  o f  th e  H e b r e w s  h a d  
b e e n  s e t t le d  f o r  a l l  t i m e  e i t h e r  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  th e  P r i n c e  
M o s e s , I  c o u ld  h o p e  f o r  l i t t l e  f r o m  th e  P h a r a o h ’s h a n d s .  
T h a t  th e  I s r a e l i te s  w o u ld  g o  f re e , ,  I k n e w , f o r  c o u ld  I n o ' 
o f  m y  o w n  e v id e n c e  m e a s u r e  th e  a w f u l p o w e r  o f  J e h o v a h ?

M y  g r e a t  f e a r  w a s  le s t , in  s o m e  b la c k  m o o d , th e  P h a r 
a o h  d e s tr o y  th e  c o p y  o f  th e  T r e a t y  I h a d  la id  b e f o r e  h im .  
a n d  s e n d  aw 'ay m y  L o tu s -f lo w e r  to  b e  q u e e n  in  B a b y lo n .

A n d  a ls o  I n o w  b e g a n  to  f e a r  f o r  th e  P h a r a o h ’s h e a l th .  
T h e  b la c k n e s s  o f  h is  m o o d s  w a s  in  h is  h e a r t  a ls o . I f  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  s h o u ld  d ie , w h o  w o u ld  r u l e  in  E g y p t?  
W h a t  m a n n e r  o f  m a n  w o u ld  h o ld  m y  d e s tin ie s  in  h is  
h a n d ?

O  M in o s , I d o  c o n f e s s  th a t ,  d e a r  to  m e  as  th is  m a t t e r  
o f  th e  T r e a t y  w a s , f o r  h o u r s  to g e th e r  I  f o r g o t  th e  T r e a t y !  
I  p a c e d  th e  c o n f in e d  d e c k  o f  R o y a l  H o u s e  in  Minos-eye, 
b a c k  a n d  f o r th , to  a n d  f r o :  a n d  i t  w a s  H a t h a n e ,  H a t h a n e ,  
H a t h a n e  t h a t  k e p t  m e  f r o m  m y  s le e p  a n d  c a m e  n e a r  to  
b u r s t  m y  h e a r t .

I n  th e s e  b la c k  d a y s , I  l e a r n e d  t o  d r iv e  th e  h o rs e s  a n d  
t o  g u id e  th e  c h a r i o t .  W i t h  s h a m e  I a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  
I ,  a  f a r e r  o f  th e  se a s , in  o u r  o w n  la n d  o f  f in e  c h a r io t s  
h a d  n e v e r  d r iv e n  c h a r io t s .  A n d  i t  w a s  th e  C a p t a i n  o f  th e  
K i n g ’s C h a r io t s  t h a t  t a u g h t  m e  to  d r iv e .

A n d  n o w  t h e r e  c a m e  u p o n  E g y p t  th e  te r r o r s  o f  th e  
T e n  P la g u e s . O f  th e s e  w o n d e r s ,  O  M in o s , s u r e ly  y o u  
h a v e  h e a r d .  T h e  U n k n o w n  G o d  f a v o r e d  y o u r  a m b a s s a 
d o r  n o w  in  tw o  w a y s : I  w a s  p e r m i t te d  t o  b e h o ld  th e  t r ia l  
b e f o r e  P h a r a o h  o f  th e  m a g i c  o f  M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n  o n  th e  
o n e  h a n d  a n d  o f  th e  p r ie s ts  J a n n e s  a n d  J a in b r e s  o f  th e

E g y p t ia n s .



T e m p l e  a n d  P a t h e n th i s  th e  c h ie f  m a g ic ia n ,  o n  th e  o t h e r ;  
a n d  th e  g a l le y  Mtnos-eye, th e  C r e t a n s  a b o a r d  h e r ,  a n d  a ll  
th o s e  in  E g y p t  p r e c io u s  in  m y  s ig h t—T h e r m u t h i s  a n d  
b e a u t i f u l  H a t h a n e —w e r e  f re e  f r o m  th e  h o r r o r  a n d  th e  
t e r r o r .  T h e  L o r d  m y  G o d  s t r e t c h e d  f o r t h  h is  h a n d  o v e r  
th e m  a n d  s h ie ld e d  a l l  f ro m  to r m e n t .  I n  th e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  th is  m i r a c l e ,  O  K in g  o f  K in g s , w h o  c a n  d o u b t  th e  
p o w e r  o f  th e  U n k n o w n  G o d ?

M o s e s  sh o w e d  h is  w is d o m  b y  b e g in n in g  w i th  m a g ic :  
f o r  h a d  h e  a t  o n c e  b r o u g h t  u p o n  E g y p t  a n y  w o n d e r  o r  
p la g u e  t h a t  P a t h e n t h i s  a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  c o u ld  n o t  d o  a ls o ,  
th e y  w o u ld  r e f u s e  t o  m a k e  th e  t r ia l  w ith  h i m , a v e r r i n g  
th e ir  g o d s  to o  g r e a t  t o  m a k e  a  s h o w  b e f o r e  a n  u n k n o w n  
g o d . B u t  M o se s  b e g a n  w i th  s im p le  th in g s , m a g ic  fa 
m i l ia r  t o  m e n  in  d a r k  te m p le s :  th e  a n c i e n t  s e r p e n t  m a g ic  
a n d  th e  m a g ic  o f  th e  c h a n g in g  w a t e r .  A n d  th e  p r ie s ts  
o f  A m m o n , k n o w in g  th e y  a ls o  c o u ld  d o  th e s e  tr ic k s ,  w e r e  
b e g u ile d  in to  a  c o n t e s t  w i th  th e  M o s t  H ig h .

N o w  it  c a m e  a b o u t  th a t ,  th r o u g h  H a t h a n e ’s in t e r v e n 
tio n  f o r  m e , I w a s  o f te n  a t  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  a f t e r  th a t  
first fe a s t . A n d  a  few  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  fe a s t in  m y  h o n o r ,  
w e  s a t  a g a in  in  th e  b a n tp ie t  h a l l ,  a n d  h a d  e a te n  h e a v ily ,  
a n d  w e r e  d r in k in g  th e  K i n g ’s w in e . A n d  a g a in  th e  d e e p  
v o ic e  o f  M o se s  r a n g  th r o u g h  th e  h a l l :

" T h e  L o r d  G o d  o f  th e  H e b r e w s ,” *  h e  c r i e d ,  “ h a s  s e n t  
m e  to  y o u , O  P h a r a o h ,  s a y in g , ‘L e t  m y  p e o p le  g o . th a t  
th e y  m a y  b u ild  a n  a l t a r  in  th e  w ild e r n e s s  a n d  s e rv e  m e ! ’ ”

T u t - a n k h -A m m o n  s ta r te d  u p  a n d  h u r l e d  a t  M o s e s  his  
g o ld e n  c u p . B u t  th e  c u p  r a n g  u p o n  th e  s to n e  p a v e m e n t  
a m a n ’s le n g th  f ro m  th e  s a n d a ls  o f  th e  P r o p h e t ’s fe e t. 
A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  s p o k e  h o a r s e ly :

“ T h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d  is a n  in s is te n t  g o d . N o w  w h e ie -  
f o r e  t r o u b le  m e  a t  m y  f e a s t in g ?  I f  h e  is a  g o d  o f  m ig h t ,  
s h o w  m e  s o m e  m i r a c l e !”

A n d  M o s e s  s a id  to  A a r o n  h is  b r o t h e r ,  " C a s t  y o u r  r o d  
b e f o r e  P h a r a o h  a n d  it  sh a ll  b e c o m e  a  s e r p e n t .”

T h e n  A a r o n  c a s t  d o w n  h is  w h ite  r o d  a n d  it  b e c a m e  
a  s e r p e n t  a n d  w r i th e d  u p o n  th e  f lo o r .

A n d  P h a r a o h  c a l le d  to  h im  P a t h e n t h i s  th e  c h ie f  m a 
g ic ia n  a n d  J a n n e s  a n d  J a m b r e s  o f  K a r n a k  w h o  w e r e  p r e s 
e n t .  a n d  s a id :

" Y o u  b e h o ld  th e  m a g ic  o f  th e  O n e  G o d . B u t  th is  is 
a n  a n c ie n t  w o n d e r  o f  o u r  m a g ic ia n s .  S h o w  th e n  u n t o  
M o se s  a n d  A a r o n  t h a t  th e  t r ic k  o f  th e  s e r p e n t  is n o  
m i r a c l e !”

A n d  th e  m a g ic ia n  P a t h e n th i s  c a s t  d o w n  h is  s ta ff  a n d  
it b e c a m e  a s e r p e n t ,  a n d  J a n n e s  a n d  J a m b r e s  la u g h e d  a n d  
c a s t  d o w n  th e i r  sta ffs , a n d  th e s e  a ls o  b e c a m e  s e rp e n ts .

T h e n  s a id  M o s e s : “ T h e  s e r p e n t  t h a t  w a s  A a r o n ’s staff  
is m ig h t ie r  th a n  th e  s e r p e n ts  o f  A m m o n !”

A n d  h e  r e a c h e d  o u t  a  w h ite  h a n d  o v e r  th e  s e r p e n t  
th a t  w as  A a r o n ’s s ta ff  a n d  i t  g l id e d  s h im m e r in g  in  th e  
y e llo w  t o r c h l ig h t  a c ro s s  th e  p a v e m e n t :  a n d  o n e  b y  o n e ,  
it  s w a llo w e d  th e  s e r p e n ts  o f  A m m o n !  A n d  th e  g u e s ts  
a t  th e  fe a st g a s p e d  a t  th e  m a r v e l .

N o w  s u r e ly  th is  w o n d e r  w a s  b e y o n d  th e  o r d i n a r y  tr ic k s  
o f  th e  m a g ic ia n s .  Y e t  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  h a r d e n e d  h is  
h e a r t ,  a n d  s e n t th e  p r o p h e ts  f o r t h  f r o m  th e  h a l l .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  I  w a s  g iv e n  r o o m s  in  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e ,  
a n d  th e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  e a r ly  w e n t  d o w n  w ith  th e  K in g  
a n d  th e  L o r d s  o f  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  to  th e  R i v e r  N i le  to  
b a t h e .  A n d  M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n  w e r e  t h e r e  b e f o r e  u s , w a i t 
in g  o n  th e  s h o r e . A n d  th e  r o d  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c h a n g e d  
to  a  s e r p e n t  w as  in  M o s e s ’ h a n d .

M o s e s  s a id  u n t o  P h a r a o h  a g a in ,  “ T h e  L o r d  o f  th e  
H e b r e w s  h a s  s e n t m e  to  y o u , s a y in g : ‘L e t  m y  p e o p le  g o .  
B e h o ld , to  th is  m o m e n t ,  y o u  w o u ld  n o t  le t  m y  p e o p le  g o .  
N o w  t h a t  y o tt s h a ll  k n o w  I a m  s e n t  u n t o  y o u  b y  th e  O n e  
G o d , I w ill  s m ite  w i th  th is  r o d  th e  w a te r s  o f  th e  r iv e r ,  
a n d  th e y  a n d  a ll th e  w a te r s  o f  E g y p t  sa v e  o n ly  th e  w a t e r  
in  G o s h e n  a n ti  in  th e  h o u s e s  o f  th e m  t h a t  s e rv e  m e ,

• T h e  p a s s a g e  w h ic h  fo llo w s  is v e r y  n e a r ly  t h e  s a m e  a s  in  
Exodus, g r e a t ly  r e d u c e d .

s h a ll  b e  t u r n e d  to  b lo o d . A n d  th e  fish  s h a ll  d ie  a n d  th e  
r iv e r  s h a ll  s t in k , a n d  a l l  E g y p t  s h a ll  r e f u s e  t o  d r in k  o f  th e  
w a t e r !”

M o se s  s m o te  th e  w a te r s  o f  th e  N i l e  a n d  th e y  b e c a m e  
a s  b lo o d . N o w , t o  c h a n g e  w a t e r  in to  b lo o d  o r  w in e  is 
a ls o  a n  a n c i e n t  w o n d e r  o f  th e  m a g ic ia n s ,  O  M in o s : y e t  
M o s e s  s m o te  o n ly  th e  r i v e r ;  b u t  a ll  th e  w a t e r  in  E g y p t  
in  t h a t  in s t a n t  w a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  b lo o d . A n d  to  in 
c r e a s e  th e  m a r v e l ,  O  M in o s : th e  w a t e r  o f  th e  H e b re w s  
a n d  t h a t  o f  m y  C r e t a n s  u p o n  th e  g a l le y  r e m a in e d  p u r e  
a n d  c le a r

A n d  th e  c h ie f  m a g ic ia n  P a t h e n th i s  d id  th is  t r ic k  a ls o :  
f o r  A m m o n  w a s  n o w  c a u g h t  u p  in  r i v a l r y  w i th  th e  p o w e r  
o f  th e  O n e  G o d  a n d  h a d  to  c o n t i n u e  in  th e  c o n t e s t  as  
lo n g  as  h is  m a g ic  w o u ld  p e r m i t .  A n d  th e  c h a n g in g  o f  
th e  w a te r s  in to  b lo o d  w a s  th e  firs t o f  th e  T e n  P la g u e s  
o f  E g y p t .

N e i th e r  d id  th is  w o n d e r  m o v e  th e  P h a r a o h  to  le t  th e  
H e b r e w s  g o . A n d  M o se s  s t r e t c h e d  f o r th  Ins h a n d ,  a n d  
b e h o ld  t h e r e  c a m e  f o r t h  f ro m  th e  w a te r s  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  
f ro g s  a n d  c o v e r e d  th e  la n d  o f  E g y p t  a n d  filled  th e  c h a m 
b e rs  a n d  c a m e  u p o n  th e  b e d s . A n d  th is  m o v e d  n o t  
P h a r a o h .  S o  th e n  M o s e s  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  f ro m  th e  d u s t  a  
p la g u e  o f  l i c e ,  a n d  th e  li c e  c o v e r e d  e v e n  th o s e  in  th e  
P a l a c e  o f  th e  K in g , s a v e  o n ly  H a t h a n e  a n d  th e  a g e d  
T h e r m u t h i s  th e  f o s te r - m o th e r  o f  M o se s , f o r  th e s e  tw o  
w o r s h ip e d  th e  O n e  G o d , a n d  th o s e  a ls o  u p o n  m y  g a l 
ley  w e r e  f re e  o f  th e  p la g u e  o f  l i c e .  A n d  P a t h e n t h i s  a n d  th e  
p r ie s ts  s o u g h t  b y  th e ir  e n c h a n tm e n t s  to  b r i n g  f o r th  lice  
o u t  o f  th e  d u s t  a n d  th e y  c o u ld  n o t-  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  t im e  
f o r th  th r o u g h  a ll  th e  p la g u e s  t h a t  fe ll u p o n  E g y p t  P a  
th e n th is  a n d  J a n n e s  a n d  J a m b r e s  w e r e  d is c o m f ite d , d e 
f e a te d  b y  th e  m i r a c le s  o f  J e h o v a h .

T h e  f o u r th  p la g u e  w a s  o f  Hies. T h e  f ifth  p la g u e  w as  
a  m u r r a i n  u p o n  th e  c a t t l e  t h a t  w e r e  in  th e  fie ld s, u p o n  
th e  h o rs e s  a n d  th e  asses a n d  th e  c a m e ls ,  u p o n  th e  o x e n  
a n d  th e  s h e e p , a n d  a ll  th e  c a t t l e  in  E g y p t  d ie d  s a v e  o n ly  
th e  c a t t l e  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  in  th e  la n d  o f  G o s h e n .

B u t  th e  P h a r a o h  w o u ld  n o t  le t  th e  p e o p le  g o . S o  
M o s e s  b r o u g h t  o n  a g r e a t  p l a g u e  o f  b o ils ; a n d  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  s e n t in  h a s te  f o r  P a t h e n t h i s  a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  to  
p e r f o r m  th is  m i r a c l e ,  a n d  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  s ta n d  b e f o r e  
th e  P h a r a o h  f o r  th e  t o r m e n t  o f  th e ir  b o ils . Y e t  n o  w o r 
s h ip e r  o f  th e  O n e  G o d  s u ffe re d  f ro m  th is  s ix th  p la g u e .

T h e  s e v e n th  p la g u e  w a s  o f  h a d  a n d  o f  fire , t h a t  b r o k e  
th e  tr e e s  o f  th e  fie ld  a n d  la id  fia t a l l  s ta n d in g  c ro p s .  
T h e  e ig h th  w a s  o f  lo c u s ts , t h a t  s w a r m e d  o v e r  a l l  E g y p t  
e v e n  as  th e  f ro g s  a n d  th e  lic e  h a d  d o n e , c o m in g  in  c lo u d s  
l ik e  s m o k e  a n d  f illin g  th e  h o u s e s  a n d  th e  lo c u s ts  d e 
v o u r e d  e v e r y  g r e e n  th in g .  A n d  th e  n i n th  p la g u e  w a s  a  
p l a g u e  w o rs e  th a n  a ll  th e s e : f o r  t h r e e  d a y s , M o se s  
b r o u g h t  u p o n  E g y p t  a  th ic k  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  th e  E g y p t ia n s  
c r ie d  o u t  to  P h a r a o h  a n d  w e r e  s o r e  a f r a id .  B u t  th e  
P h a r a o h  w o u ld  n o t  le t  th e  p e o p le  g o .

A n d  t h e n , O  M inos, th e  L o r d  G o d  o f  th e  H e b re w s  
lo s t  a ll p a t ie n c e  w i th  th e  R u l e r  o f  E g y p t :  a n d  th e  A n g e l  
o f  th e  L o r d  p a s s e d  o v e r  E g y p t  in  th e  n i g h t  a n d  s lew  th e  
e ld e s t  so n  in  e v e r y  h o u s e h o ld —y e a , e v e n  th e  e ld e s t  a n d  
o n ly  so n  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  d ie d  t h a t  
n i g h t .  A n d  E g y p t  w e p t .

A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  r o s e  e a r ly ,  a n d  s e n t  in  h a s te  f o r  M o 
ses a n d  f o r  A a r o n  h is  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  to ld  M o s e s  to  le a d  h is  
p e o p le  f o r t h ,  w i th  th e i r  flock s a n d  th e i r  h e r d s , f o r  E g y p t  
c o u ld  e n d u r e  n o  m o r e .

T h e  E g y p t ia n s  c h a r g e  t h a t  th e  H e b r e w s , in  th e  h o u r  
o f  th e i r  g o in g , w e n t  i n to  th e  h o u s e s  o f  th e  E g y p t ia n s  a n d  
to o k  w h a t  th e y  w o u ld  o f  je w e ls  a n d  o f  p r e c io u s  th in g s ,  
a n d  th e  h o s t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i te s  w e n t  f o r t h  o u t  o f  E g y p t .  
A n d  I h e a r d  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  e n c a m p e d  p r e s e n tly  a t  E t h a n  
t h a t  lie s  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  w ild e r n e s s .

T h e n  c a m e  t o  m e  M a a t  A m m o n  f r o m  th e  H o u s e  o f  
th e  P h a r a o h  to  sa y  t h a t  th e  P h a r a o h  h a d  c a l le d  f o r t h  h is  
o w n  a r m y , th e  K in g ’s A r m y  o f  T h e b e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s



g a t h e r in g  h is  c h a r io t s  a n d  h is  h o r s e m e n  o n  th e  w e s te r n  
s h o r e  to  p u r s u e  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o s e s  a n d  to  b r in g  th e m  
t o  E g y p t ,  to  m a k e  b r ic k s  w i t h o u t  s t r a w  a g a in .

I  c a l le d  A g r e s te s  a n d  to ld  h i m  t h a t  I  w o u ld  g o .
A n d  A g r e s te s  a n d  m y  c o u n s e lo r s  u r g e d  t h a t  I s ta y  u p o n  

th e  s h ip , f o r  th e y  f e a r e d  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  O n e  G o d , t h a t  
H is  w r a th  w o u ld  t u r n  a g a i n s t  m e  s h o u ld  I j o i n  in  p u r s u i t  
o f  H is  p e o p le .

A n d  I a n s w e r e d  th e m : “ B e h o l d ,  M o s e s  s a id  u n t o  m e ,  
‘Y o u  w ill  p u r s u e  th e m ,’ a n d  I s a id  u n t o  M o se s , ‘ I w ill  
n o t  p u r s u e  th e m , f o r  y o u r  G o d  is m y  G o d . ’ A n d  M o se s  
s a id , ‘B e h in d  a l l  th in g s  I  a s k , t h e r e  is a  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  
M o s t  H i g h .  Y o u  w ill g o  f o r t h  w i th  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  
p u r s u e  u s , e v e n  t o  th e  s h o r e s  o f  th e  R e d  S e a .’ B u t  M o se s  
s a id , ‘W a l k  n o t  o n  th e  d r y  b e d  o f  th e  R e d  S e a , le s t  th e  
flo o d  ta k e  y o u  a ls o .’ ”

“ T h e  P r o p h e t  s p o k e  in  r id d le s ,”  s a id  th e  F o x .  “ W h o  
c a n  u n d e r s ta n d  h i m ? ”

" I  w ill  u n d e r s ta n d ,  b y  th e  R e d  S e a ,”  s a id  I .  A n d  I  
w e n t f o r t h ,  O r e s to s  t a k in g  m e  in  th e  s m a ll  b o a t  to  th e  
r o y a l  la n d in g .  A n d  w h e n  I  n e a r e d  th e  D o u b l e  H o u s e ,  
H a t h a n e  w a s  w a lk in g  b e f o r e  th e  p o r t a l .

" O  r a s h  s o n  o f  P h r a s y s !”  s h e  c r i e d .  “ M u s t  y o u  a ls o  
jo in  in  th is  m a d  h u n t i n g  o f  a n  u n h a p p y  p e o p le ?  W h y  
c a n ’ t  m y  b r o t h e r ,  w h y  c a n ’t  E g y p t ,  le t  th e m  g o  in  p e a c e ?  
I f e a r —o h , I  f e a r  w h a t  th e  g o d  J e h o v a h  w ill  d o  u n to  
u s, if  w e  p u r s u e ! I  f e a r ,  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r —o h , I  f e a r !”

“ A t  th e  to p  o f  th e  s te p s  le a d in g  d o w n  to  th e  D e a t h  
H o u s e  o f  y o u r  b r o t h e r ,”  I s a id , “ M o s e s  b a d e  m e  to  g o . 
H e  h a s  a  ta s k  f o r  m e : th e r e f o r e  I m u s t  g o .”

A n d  H a t h a n e  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h  c a m e  u p  c lo s e  
to  m e . I  c o u ld  s m e ll th e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  lilie s  in  h e r  b la c k  
h a i r .  A n d  a ll  h e e d le s s  w h e th e r  a n y  s a w  o r  n o t ,  s h e  th r e w  
h e r  a r m s  a r o u n d  m y  n e c k  a n d  w e p t  u p o n  m y  s h o u ld e r .

" I t  is th e  e n d  o f  a l l  h a p p in e s s  f o r  y o u  a n d  f o r  m e ,”  
s h e  s a id , “ th e  e n d  o f  h o p e . F o r ,  e r e  m y  b r o t h e r  w e n t  
f o r t h  to  jo in  h is  c a p ta i n s ,  h e  s w o r e  t h a t  I s h o u ld  n o t  
w e d  a n y  w o r s h ip e r  o f  th e  G o d  w h o  h a d  lo s t  h im  th e  
H e b re w s . M y  b r o t h e r  say s E g y p t  w ill  b e  p o o r ,  n o w  th e  
s la v e s  a r e  g o n e .”

I  l a u g h e d . “ E g y p t  p o o r ?  N a y ,  in  th is  la n d ,  g o ld  is 
c o m m o n e r  th a n  d u s t .  B u t  b e  b r a v e  in  th is  d a r k  t im e ,  
m y  L o tu s -f lo w e r , f o r  th e  L o r d  o u r  G o d  h a s  n o t  y e t  
f a ile d  u,^—a n d  I w ill  v e r i ly  b e a r  y o u  a w a y  t o  C r e t e  as  
m y  w ife ! B y  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  L i v i n g  G o d , I w ill  n e v e r  
le t  y o u  g o ! A n d  n o w  I m u s t  j o in  th e  P h a r a o h .”

“ W a i t ! ”  s h e  c r i e d .  “ I h a v e  h e a r d  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  
t a u g h t  to  d r iv e  a  c h a r i o t  b y  th e  K i n g ’s C a p t a i n .  S o  I 
w ill f e tc h  y o u  a  c h a r i o t  f o r  y o u r  jo u r n e y .”

A n d  s h e  w e n t ,  r u n n in g ,  a n d  c a m e  a g a i n ,  l e a d in g  tw o  
b la c k  h o rs e s —a n d  lo !  th e y  w e r e  a p p a r e l e d  in  th e  K in g ’s 
h a r n e s s  a n d  th e  c h a r i o t  w a s  th e  K in g ’s  c h a r i o t  o f  g o ld .

T h e n  I c r i e d  o u t :  “ N a y ,  H a t h a n e !  F o r  w h e n  y o u r  
b r o t h e r  b e h o ld s  m e  in  h is  m o s t  t r e a s u r e d  c h a r i o t ,  h e  w ill  
s e n d  f o r  a  s w o r d s m a n  to  r u n  m e  t h r o u g h !”

H a t h a n e  la u g h e d . “ I s a id  to  m y  b r o t h e r ,  th is  m o r n 
in g , ‘ I f  I  w e d  n o t  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  I w ill  n o t  w e d  
a n y  m a n . B u t  h e  h a s  in  h im  a  h ig h  s p i r i t ,  a n d  I th in k ,  
w h e n  th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t  is m a r c h i n g ,  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  
w ill n o t  t a r r y  in  h is  s h ip . ’

“ A n d  m y  b r o t h e r  th e  K in g  s a id : ‘Y o u  th in k  th e  y o u n g  
C r e t a n  w ill r i d e  f o r t h  a t  m y  s id e  in  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  H e 
b re w s ? ’

“ A n d  I a n s w e r e d  h i m : ‘Y e a ,  v e r i ly . ’ A n d  th e  K in g  
s a id : ‘H e  w o rs h ip s  J e h o v a h  th e  O n e  G o d . S u r e ly , h e  
w ill n o t  r i d e ! ’

“ A n d  th e n  I a n s w e r e d  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  a n d  s a id :  
‘B r o t h e r ,  if  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  d e c id e  to  p u r s u e  w i th  
y o u , h e  w ill  c o m e  firs t t o  th e  P a l a c e  to  b id  m e  f a re w e ll .  
A n d  I  w ill  la y  y o u  a  w a g e r  t h a t  h e  w ill  c o m e .’

“ A n d  m y  b r o t h e r  s a id :  ‘ I  t a k e  t h e  w a g e r :  n a m e  w h a t  
y o u  w i ll . ’

“ A n d  I  s a id : ‘I f  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  c o m e , h e  w ill  r id e  
in  y o u r  b e s t  c h a r i o t ,  th e  g o ld  o n e  m a d e  f o r  y o u r  H o u s e

o f  D e a t h ,  a n d  h e  w ill  d r iv e  y o u r  tw o  c o a l - b la c k  s te e d s  to  
k e e p  b y  y o u  in  th is  h u n t i n g ! ’

“  ‘S o  b e  i t , ’ s a id  m y  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  la u g h e d .  ‘B u t  o f  a  
s u r e ty  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  w ill  n o t  r i d e . ’ ”

A n d  I  k isse d  H a t h a n e ,  m o u n t e d  th e  g o ld e n  c a r ,  a n d  
d r iv in g  th e  K i n g ’s c h a r i o t ,  r o d e  f o r t h  t o  m e e t  th e  K in g .

C h a p t e r  T e n

U T - A N K H - A M M O N  w a s  a l r e a d y  in  h is  
c h a r i o t  w h e n  I d r o v e  u p .  A n d  w h e n  h e  
b e h e ld  m e  d r iv in g  h is  b la c k  h o rs e s  in  th e  
s p le n d o r  o f  h is  o w n  b e s t c h a r i o t ,  h e  c r ie d  
o u t  w h ile  I  w a s  y e t  f a r  o ff:
“ S o  H a t h a n e  w in s  th e  w a g e r !  W e l 
c o m e , C r e t a n !  W e  w ill  s h o w  a  th in g  to  
th e  J e w s  th is  d a y ! K e e p  b y  m y  s id e  
in  th is  r i d i n g .  I  w ill  b r in g  th e m  b a c k  
w i th  a  h e a v y  h a n d ;  th e y  s h a ll  b u i ld  a l 

ta r s ,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e i r  g o d ! I  w ill  t e a c h  th e  d o g s  t o  w o r 
s h ip ! A y e , u n d e r  th e  r o d  w ill  I  c a u s e  th e m  t o  b o w  
d o w n , u n d e r  th e  r o d  s h a ll  th e y  f a l l  p r o s t r a t e  b e f o r e  th e  
im a g e  o f  A m m o n !  L e t  th e i r  g o d  h e a r  m e , le t  h im  d o  h is  
u t m o s t  t o  s a v e  h is  p e o p le  n o w ! F o r  th is  is th e  h o u r .  
O  h e r e t i c  s t r a n g e r ,  w h e n  y o u  s h a ll  b e h o ld  A m m o n  t r i 
u m p h  o v e r  I s r a e l !”

“ T u r n  b a c k  w h ile  th e r e  is  t im e , O  P h a r a o h ! ”  I  b e g g e d . 
" F o r  in  m y  h e a r t  I b e h o ld  b la c k n e s s  a n d  r u i n  a n d  d e a t h  
f o r  P h a r a o h  a n d  f o r  E g y p t — a y e , a n d  f o r  th e  h o s t  o f  th e  
K i n g !”

“ T h e  C r e t a n  is a f r a i d ! "  c r i e d  T u t - a n k h -A m m o n .  
“ D r iv e  b a c k  to  th e  P a l a c e !  G o  g a t h e r  lo tu s -b u d s  a n d  sit 
w i th  H a t h a n e  in  a n  a r b o r  a n d  m a k e  lo v e ! W h e n  th e  
a r m y  o f  E g y p t  m a r c h e s ,  t h e r e  m o v e s  in  its  r a n k s  o n ly  
men!”

I lo o k e d  c o ld ly  a t  th e  P h a r a o h ,  u n m o v e d  b y  h is  b itin g -  
w o rd s . “ W h e n  h a s  th e  P h a r a o h  o f  E g y p t  b e h e ld  f e a r  in  
th e  f a c e  o f  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ? ”  I  a s k e d . “ I n  th is  h o u r ,  
th e  h o s t  o f  E g y p t  se ts  f o r t h  t o  p u r s u e  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  
L i v i n g  G o d . I t  is n o t  f o r  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  t h a t  I f e a r .  
O  P h a r a o h ,  b u t  f o r  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  fo r  
th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t !”

“ B y  P t a h !  B y  S o k a r !”  c r i e d  th e  P h a r a o h  in  w r a th .  
“ T h i s  is th e  K in g ’s o w n  a r m y !  B e h o ld  th e  s e r r ie d  r a n k s  
o f  i n f a n t r y  in  s h in in g  b r a s s ! T h e  c h a r io t s  a n d  th e  h o r s e 
m e n , c o n q u e r o r s  o f  th e  w o r ld !  A n d  y o u , C r e t a n ,  fe a r  
f o r  th e s e ?  B y  S o k a r , th e  s u n  o f  E g y p t  s o f te n s  y o tu  
b r a i n ! ”

“ N a m e  n o t  th e  g o d  o f  d e a t h  as  y o u  m o v e  y o u r  h o s t  
o n w a r d  a g a i n s t  th e  L i v i n g  G o d !”  I  c r i e d ,  a n d  s a id  n o  
m o r e .

A n d  w e  r o d e  o n  a n d  th e  h o s t  a ls o , th e  c a p ta i n s  a n d  
th e  c h a r io t s  a n d  th e  h o r s e m e n .

N o w  t h e r e  c a m e  g a l lo p in g  a  m e s s e n g e r  w h o m  th e  C a p 
ta i n  o f  C h a r io t s  h a d  s e n t  f o r t h  to  sp y  o u t  th e  H e b r e w s .  
A n d  th is  m a n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  H e b r e w s  w e r e  b e y o n d  
P i - h a h i r o t h  a n d  m a r c h i n g  a l r e a d y  b e tw e e n  M ig d o l  a n d  
th e  R e d  S e a . A n d  w e  p u r s u e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  I s r a e l  
th r o u g h  t h a t  w ild e r n e s s .

A n d  w e  o v e r to o k  th e  f le e in g  h o s t  b e f o r e  B a a l-z e p h o n  
b y  th e  R e d  S e a . A n d  th e  m o v in g  n a t i o n  a n d  th e i r  flocks  
a n d  th e i r  h e r d s  r a is e d  a  g r e a t  d u s t ;  a n d  I  b e h e ld  t e r r o r  
o v e r ta k e  th e m , a n d  th e y  fled  b e f o r e  u s .

A n d  b e y o n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  I s r a e l ,  a s  i f  l e a d in g  th e m .  
I  b e h e ld  a  g r e a t  s h in in g  c o l u m n  t h a t  s e e m e d  to  r e a c h  
f r o m  th e  e a r t h  t o  th e  s ta r s — a  c o l u m n  lik e  a  c lo u d  in  a n  
E g y p t i a n  s u n s e t  b a t h e d  in  l i g h t  in  th e  w e s t :  e v e n  th a t  
s a m e  s p le n d o r  t h a t  s a v e d  m e  b e tw e e n  th e  V a l le y  o f  th e  
D e a d  K in g s  a n d  th e  N i le .  A n d  th e  s h in in g  c o lu m n  o f  
c lo u d  m o v e d  o n w a r d ,  a n d  th e  p e o p le  f o llo w e d .

B e h o l d ,  t h a t  s p le n d id  a r m y  o f  E g y p t ,  th e  h o s t  in  s h in  
in g  b ra s s , h a l t e d  a t  s ig h t  o f  th e  p i l l a r  o f  c lo u d :  a n d  e v e n  
th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n  t h a t  w e r e  w i th  u s  w e r e  a f r a id .



Y e a ,  th e  H i g h  P r ie s t  o f  K a r n a k  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  a n  im a g e  
o f  h is  g o d , a n d  s tr e w e d  u p o n  th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  w ild e r n e s s  
h is  s ilv e r  s a n d s , a n d  s e t h is  id o l  u p o n  i t .  A n d  th e  H ig h  
P r ie s t  b u r n e d  in c e n s e  b e f o r e  A m m o n  a n d  p r a y e d  to  h is  
g o d .

B u t  P h a r a o h  c r i e d  o u t  f u r io u s ly :
" W h o  b a d e  th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t  t o  h a l t ?  B e h o l d ,  th e  

s la v e s  a r e  b e f o r e  y o u ! A r e  y o u  s h e e p , to  b e  s c a r e d  b y  
a  lo w -h a n g in g  c lo u d ?  U p , w a r r i o r s  o f  E g y p t !  F o r w a r d !  
R o u n d  u p  th e s e  c a t t l e ,  th e  I s r a e l i te s !  A n d  w h e n  y o u  
h a v e  th e m , l e t  o n e  in  e v e r y  te n  b e  s la in , t h a t  th e y  m a y  
r e m e m b e r  th is  d a y  a n d  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  g o d  
th a t  le d  th e m  t o  r u i n !  A n d  if  th e  d o g s  r e s is t , s m i te  th e m  
d o w n ! C h a r g e !”

T h e  a r m y  s h o u te d ;  th e y  c la s h e d  t h e i r  a r m s  a n d  s h o u t 
e d . A n d  th e  s p le n d o r  o f  E g y p t ’s h o s t  s w e p t to w a r d  
B a a l -z e p h o n  b y  th e  se a .

A y e , th e  c h a r i o t  w h e e ls  th u n d e r e d ,  a n d  th e  v e r y  e a r th  
s e e m e d  to  s h a k e  u n d e r  th e  t r e a d  o f  th e  f o o t-m e n  a n d  th e  
h o r s e m e n , u n d e r  th e  r o l l  o f  th e  c h a r io t s  o f  P h a r a o h .  
A n d  I lo o s e n e d  th e  r e in s  a n d  le t  th e  b la c k  h o rs e s  fly o v e r  
th e  la n d .  A l l  th is  t im e , I k e p t  c lo s e  t o  th e  P h a r a o h ’s s id e .

W e  c a m e  t o  a  l i t t l e  h e i g h t  t h a t  r o s e  a b o v e  th e  p e o p le  
o f  I s r a e l .  I c o u ld  n o t  c le a r ly  s e e , a t  f irs t, w h a t  h a d  h a p 
p e n e d : b u t  a  m ig h ty  E a s t  w in d  h a d  s p r u n g  u p , b lo w in g  
a c ro s s  th e  R e d  S e a , a n d  c lo u d s  g a t h e r e d  t h e r e  a n d  th e r e  
o n ly , a n d  w e  h e a r d  th e  r o a r  o f  th e  th u n d e r  a n d  sa w  th e  
l i g h t n in g  f la s h in g  a b o v e  s u r g in g  g r e e n  w a v e s .

" H o l d  f a s t  y o u r  h o rs e s  a n d  w a t c h !”  s h o u te d  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  to  m e . “ W e  h a v e  th e m ! W e  h a v e  th e m ! T h i s  
w ill b e  w o r th  w a tc h in g , O  A m m o n  t r i u m p h a n t !  W h e r e  
n o w  is th e i r  u n k n o w n  g o d !”

E v e n  as  h e  s p o k e , th e  w a te r s  o f  th e  R e d  S e a  w e r e  
s la s h e d  a s  b y  th e  k n if e  o f  a g o d . A t  o n e  g i g a n t i c  s tr o k e ,  
th e  b e d  o f  th e  s e a  w a s  la id  b a r e  f r o m  th e  n e a r e r  to  th e  
f a r t h e r  s h o r e !  A n d  th e  w a te r s  b y  t h a t  d r y  p a t h  w e r e  
h e a p e d  to  th e  sk y  in  to w e r in g  w a l ls  o f  d a r k  g r e e n  a n d  
b o il i n g  w a te r s  u p o n  th e  le f t  a n d  u p o n  th e  r ig h t .

F r o m  w h e r e  I s to o d  in  th e  c h a r i o t  o f  g o ld , I  sa w  tw o  
s m a ll f ig u re s  t h a t  I k n e w  w e r e  M o se s  a n d  A a r o n  f a r e  
b o ld ly  i n to  t h a t  d r y  w a y , a n d  th e  h o s t  o f  th e  I s r a e li te s  
f o llo w e d  w ith  a ll  th e i r  flo ck s a n d  th e i r  h e r d s .

T h e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t ,  th e  s p le n d id  h o s t ,  h a l te d  as  o n e  
m a n . T h e  s e a s o n e d  w a r r i o r s  tr e m b le d .  A n d  f o r  a  lo n g  
t im e  th e  P h a r a o h  s to o d  in  h is  c h a r i o t  f r o w n in g  in  b la c k  
w r a th  a n d  s o r e  a m a z e . T h e r e  w a s  a  s p e ll  u p o n  th e  h o s t  
a n d  u p o n  th e  P h a r a o h  t h a t  h e ld  th e m  as r o o te d  to  th e  
e a r th .  A n d  th e  I s r a e l i te s  h a d  a lm o s t  r e a c h e d  th e  o t h e r  
s h o r e , w h e n  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  s h o o k  h im s e lf  a n d  s h o u t 
ed  to  th e  C a p t a in  o f  C h a r io t s :

“ B e h o l d ,  th e  w a y  o f  p u r s u i t  is o p e n !  W h y  s ta n d  y o u  
id le ?  A f te r  th e m ! I f  th e  H e b r e w s  d a r e  c ro ss  th e  R e d  
S e a  d r y s h o d , b e tw e e n  th e  w a lls  o f  w a t e r ,  s h a ll  E g y p t ’s 
m ig h t  s ta n d  q u a k i n g  o n  th e  s h o r e ?  F o r w a r d !”

T h e  C a p t a in  o f  th e  C h a r io t s  s h o u te d  to  th e  a r m y ;  
t r u m p e t s  b l a r e d :  a n d  th e  E g y p t i a n  h o s t  b r o k e  i n to  a 
g a l lo p  a n d  m a d e  f o r  th e  p a t h  a c r o s s  th e  s e a . A n d  w h e n  
th e y  w e r e  s t r e a m in g  i n to  th e  d r y  p a t h ,  th e  P h a r a o h  
c r ie d  o u t  t o  m e :

“ T h e  H e b r e w  m a g ic ia n s  h a v e  b e s p e lle d  u s ! W e  h a v e  
lo st o u r  w its — th e  a r m y  le a d s  u s ! A f te r  th e m ! F o l l o w !”

A n d  th e  c h a r i o t  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  r u m b le d  d o w n  to w a r d  
th e  s e a ; a n d  I  a f t e r  h im .

A s th e  P h a r a o h  w a s  a b o u t  to  d r iv e  h is  s te e d s  in to  th a t  
d r y  w a y , I h e a r d  a  s h o u t in g  a h e a d :  th e  w h e e ls  h a d  c o m e  
o lf  th e  c h a r io t s  in  th e  le a d  a n d  th e  r o a d  w as  b lo c k e d ;  
a n d  h o rs e s  a n d  m e n  c h u r n e d  a b o u t  in  a  d e e p  m u d , a n d  
c o n f u s io n  fe ll u p o n  th e  h o s t  o f  E g y p t .  A n d  th e  w a te rs  
o f  th e  tw o  lo f ty  w a lls  c u r d l i n g  in  r a g e  a g a i n s t  th e  b la c k  
sky m o v e d  in w a r d , th e  w a ll  o n  th e  r i g h t  h a n d  to w a r d  
th e  w a l l  u p o n  th e  le f t .

T h e n  th e  P h a r a o h  d r o v e  h is  h o rs e s  in to  th e  d r y  w a y . 
A n d  a s  h e  e n t e r e d  in  a t  a  g a l lo p  in  th e  le a d  o f  m e , th e  
m ig h ty  w a lls  o f  w a t e r  b u r s t ,  a n d  th e  f lo o d  p o u r e d  u p o n

th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t  w i th  a  s o u n d  as  o f  d e e p  c a l l i n g  u n to  
d e e p , u p o n  i n f a n t r y  in  s h in in g  b ra s s , u p o n  h o r s e m a n ,  
u p o n  c h a r i o t .  I n  o n e  g r e a t  t u m u l t  o f  b o i l i n g  fu ry  th e  
tw o  w a lls  o f  w a t e r  t h u n d e r e d  to g e th e r .  A n d  th e  a r m y  
o f  E g y p t  w a s  d r o w n e d .

I s p r a n g  f r o m  th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  a n d  in to  th e  H o od: 
f o r  I c o u ld  see  in  th a t  s m o th e r  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  K in g  
r o l le d  v io le n t ly  in  th e  tu m u l t .  A n d  lo ! th e  s w ir l in g  
w a te r s  s m o o th e d  b e f o r e  m e , a n d  s w im m in g  w i th  g r e a t  
s tr o k e s , 1 r e a c h e d  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  I d r a g g e d  h i m  by  
th e  n e c k  to  th e  s h o r e .

O  M in o s !  O f  a ll  t h a t  s p le n d o r  o f  m e n , th e  E g y p t ia n  
h o s t t h a t  r o d e  a g a in s t  I s r a e l—o n ly  th e  P h a r a o h  a n d  I 
r o d e  b a c k  t o  T h e b e s !

A n d  I c a m e  u p  o u t  o f  th e  R e d  S e a  w i th  th e  b o d y  o f  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  as if  life le s s  in  m y  a r m s , a n d  I b o re  
h i m  to  th e  g o ld e n  c h a r i o t .  A n d  I d r o v e  th e  b la c k  h o rs e s  
b a c k  to  T h e b e s  a c ro s s  th e  w ild e r n e s s , th e  P h a r a o h  ly in g  
a s  if  d e a d  in  th e  c h a r i o t  a t  m y  fe e t , a n d  I n o t  k n o w in g  
w h a t  1 s h o u ld  say  to  th e  p e o p le :  f o r  th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t  
w a s  d e a d .

A n d  I d r o v e  th e  c h a r i o t  in  by th e  W a y  o f  th e  S p h in x e s ,  
a n d  c a m e  to  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e . A n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  
p a l a c e  s t r e a m e d  f o r t h  to  m e e t  u s. B u t  1 c o u ld  s ta n d  
n o  m o r e ;  e x h a u s te d  b y  th e  s t r u g g le  in  th e  R e d  S e a  a n d  
t h a t  lo n g  r id e ,  I fe ll f ro m  th e  c h a r i o t  b e f o r e  th e  g r e a t  
p o r t a l ,  a t  fu ll  le n g th  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d .

A n d  H a t h a n e  a r o u s e d  m e , m y  h e a d  in  h e r  la p .
“ W h a t  h a s  b e f a l le n ? ”  s h e  c r ie d . “ W h e r e  is th e  a r m y ? ”
A n d  I t r ie d  to  s p e a k , b u t  I c o u ld  n o t  s p e a k .
A n d  th e  L o r d  o f  th e  K in g ’s  H o u s e h o l d  r a n  u p , p a n t 

in g , a n d  c r i e d  o u t .
" W h e r e  is th e  A r m y  o f  E g y p t ? ”
A n d  th e  b e a u t i f u l  q u e e n  r a n  f o r th  f r o m  th e  p a la c e ,  

a n d  w e n t  to  th e  K in g , a n d  k n e lt  b e s id e  h im  in  h e r  te a r s ,  
th in k in g  h i m  d e a d ;  a n d  A n k h s e n p a te n  c r ie d  o u t  to  m e :

“ Is  m y  h u s b a n d  th e  K in g  d e a d ?  O h , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  
where is the army of Egypt?”

H E R  c r y  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  th e  P h a r a o h ’s c o m a . H e  
s t i r r e d  a n d  o p e n e d  h is  ey es , a n d  c r ie d  o u t  w e a k ly :

“ W e  c a m e  u p o n  th e  I s r a e l i te s  b e f o r e  B a a l-z e p h o n ,  
a n d  th e y  w e r e  c u t  o lf, th e y  a n d  th e ir  c a t t l e :  b u t  b e f o r e  
th e m  a c ro s s  th e  w id e  R e d  S e a  f r o m  s h o r e  to  s h o r e  th e  
p r o p h e t  M o se s  o p e n e d  a  p a t h  b y  h is  m a g ic —n a y , n a y !  
T h e  O n e  G o d  b y  h is  p o w e r  m a d e  a d r y  w a y  a c ro s s  th e  
R e d  S e a , a n d  th e  H e b r e w s  p a s s e d  o v e r  d r y s h o d . A n d  I. 
P h a r a o h  o f  U p p e r  a n d  L o w 'e r  E g y p t —I — I —”  H e  s to p p e d  
a n d  p a n te d  to  g e t  h is  b r e a t h .  " I  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  b l in d ,  
a c c u r s e d  o f  G o d , c o m m a n d e d  th e  a r m y  to  f o llo w —in to  
t h a t  d r y  w a y ; a n d  th e  a r m y  o f  E g y p t  r o d e  in  a f te r  th e  
I s r a e l i te s ;  a n d  I w a tc h e d  th e m  g o  a n d  f o llo w e d  th e m .”

A n d  th e  Q u e e n  a n d  o t h e r s  n e a r  c r ie d  o u t :  “Hat where 
is the army of Egypt?”

A n d  th e  P h a r a o h ,  h is  v o ic e  f a in t e r ,  a n s w e r e d  th e m :
“ T h e  w 'alls s to o d  u p o n  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  u p o n  th e  

le f t , th e  w a lls  o f  w a t e r  t e r r i b l e  to  b e h o ld . A n d  th e  r iv e r  
b u r s t  th o s e  w 'alls a n d  th u n d e r e d  u p o n  u s !

“ A n d  th e  la s t  th in g  I  k n e w  u n ti l  th is  m o m e n t ,  w a s  
t h a t  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  c a m e  to  m e , b r e a s t in g  th e  f u r i 
o u s  se a , a n d  to o k  h o ld  o f  m e  a n d  d r a g g e d  m e  to w a rd  
th e  s h o r e !”

T h e  c r o w d  w a s  s i le n c e d  in  a g r e a t  p a n ic  a n d  a  g r e a t  
g r ie f .  A n d  in  th is  s i le n c e , th e  P h a r a o h  c r ie d  in  lo u d
v o ic e :

“ H o r s e m e n  a n d  c h a r io t s !  T h e  c a p ta i n s  a n d  th e  s o l
d ie rs ! A l l  g o n e —a ll  d r o w n e d ! The army of Egypt is 
dead!”

H e  r a is e d  h im s e lf  w e a k ly  u p o n  h is  r i g h t  elb ow ', a n d  
c r ie d  s h r i l ly  a g a i n :

“ T h e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r  s a v e d  m e  f ro m  th e  flo o d . T h e  
L o r d  th e  O n e  G o d  a g a in  is th e  G o d  o f  th e  P h a r a o h !”

A n d  h e  fe ll  b a c k , g a s p in g . B u t  h e  c a l le d  to o  la te  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n ,  th e  P h a r a o h  o f  E g y p t ,  w a s  d e a d .
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ut-ankh-Ammon  w a s  d e a d .  N o w  th e  
v e r y  b la c k n e s s  o f  d e a t h  d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  
m e , a ls o : f o r  th e  t r e a t y  w a s  n o t  s ig n e d — 
a n d  H a t h a n e  s t i l l  u n a t t a i n e d .  A n d  H a r -  
e m h e b  th e  u n c le  o f  H a t h a n e  w a s  t o  b e  
e n t h r o n e d .
T h e r e  c a m e  i n to  E g y p t  a n  e m is s a r y  
f r o m  th e  K in g  o f  B a b y l o n  t o  s u e  f o r  
H a t h a n e  o f  th e  n e w  P h a r a o h ,  f o r  th e  
b e a u ty  o f  H a t h a n e  h a d  s p r e a d  th r o u g h  

a ll  th e  w o r ld . T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  r e n e w e d  h is  s u i t  
w ith  n e w  a r d o r .  A n d  th e  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b ,  I  l e a r n e d ,  
w a s  a  g r im  a n d  s i le n t  m a n , o f  u n k n o w n  ta l e n ts  in  th e  
a r t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h o  w ill  b r in g ,  m e n  sa y  in  T h e b e s ,  
l i t t l e  g lo r y  u n t o  E g y p t ,  a n d  w h o s e  c h a r a c t e r  o r  m in d  
n o  m a n  c o u ld  te l l .

A s s o o n  as  I h e a r d  th e s e  th in g s , I  c ro s s e d  th e  r iv e r  
a n d  w e n t  t o  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e  in  q u e s t  o f  H a r e m h e b .  
A n d  I f o u n d  h i m  in  th e  c o u r t y a r d  b e y o n d  th e  f e a s t in g  
c h a m b e r ,  s e a te d  in  th e  s u m m e r h o u s e  a lo n e .

H is  g r im , d a r k  f a c e  s ta r e d  o u t  a t  m e  a s  I  c a m e  h u r r y i n g  
u p  th e  w a lk . A n d  I b o w e d  to  h i m  a n d  s to o d  s i le n t .

“ C o m e  in to  th e  s u m m e r h o u s e , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,”  h e  
c o m m a n d e d  g ru ffly . “ C o m e  o u t  o f  th e  s u n . W e  a r e  
a lo n e , a n d  I  a m  n o t  y e t  c r o w n e d . F o r  y e t  a  l i t t l e ,  le t  m e  
d o  w i th o u t  c e r e m o n y . W h a t  w o u ld  y o u  o f  H a r e m h e b ? ”

“ I  a m  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  th e  t r e a ty ,  a n d  a b o u t  H a — "’
“ I  a m  n o t  y e t  c r o w n e d  P h a r a o h ,”  H a r e m h e b  in te r 

r u p t e d  h a s ti ly .  “ T h e  b o d y  o f  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  is g o n e  
to  th e  e m b a lm e r s —a n d  th is , as  y o u  k n o w , ta k e s  t i m e ;  a n d  
t h e r e a f te r  i t  m u s t  jo u r n e y  to  A b y d o s  to  r e c e iv e  th e  b a r le y  
b r e a d  a n d  th e  in c e n s e  o f  O s ir is . A n d  th e  f u n e r a l  w ill  
fo llo w . I w ill  b e  c r o w n e d  w ith in  tw o  d a y s ; b u t  a ffa irs  o f  
s ta te  m u s t  w a i t  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  P h a r a o h  is in  h is  e te r n a l  
h o u s e .”

I  e n t e r e d  th e  s u m m e r h o u s e , a n d  h e  w h o  w a s  s o o n  to  b e  
r u l e r  o f  E g y p t  m a d e  m e  to  s it  d o w n  b y  h im , in  h is  p r e s 
e n c e . H e  to y e d , as  h e  ta lk e d , w ith  a  lo tu s -b u d  in  h is  le f t  
h a n d . A n d  I s a id :

“ I  a m  d i r e c t  o f  s p e e c h , L o r d  H a r e m h e b .  S u re ly , y o u  
c a n  te ll  m e  n o w  if  y o u  a r e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  th e  t r e a ty  w ith  
C r e t e ? ”

“ Y o u  m a k e  tw o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to  a  r e n e w a l  o f  th e  
t r e a ty , as  I r e m e m b e r ,” s a id  H a r e m h e b ,  n o t  lo o k in g  a t  
m e  b u t  d o w n  a t  th e  lo tu s -b u d  in  h is  h a n d .  “ Y o u  a sk  f o r  
te n  g a lle y s  o f  w a r  to  h e lp  a g a in s t  th e  p i r a te s  o f  th e  f a r 
th e r  M id  S e a , a n d  y o u  a sk  f o r  H a t h a n e  to  b e  y o u r  w ife , 
to  b in d  o u r  f r ie n d s h ip .”

“ M y  s u n  s ta n d s  s t i l l  u n t i l  I  k n o w  y o u r  w i l l !”  I  c r i e d .
“ Y o u  a r e  y o u n g  a n d  i m p e t u o u s ,” a n s w e r e d  H a r e m h e b .  

“ T h e s e  m a t te r s  c a n  w a i t .  A s  to  th e  g a l le y s :  E g y p t  h a s  
lo st a n  a r m y  a n d  a  r a c e  o f  s la v e s . H o w  in  th is  t r o u b le d  
h o u r  c a n  E g y p t  s p a r e  te n  g a lle y s  a n d  th e  w a r r i o r s  t o  m a n  
th e m ? ”

“ E g y p t  s til l  h a s  s la v e s ,”  s a id  I ,  “ a n d  o t h e r  a r m ie s ;  a n d  
E g y p t ,  O  P h a r a o h  to  b e , is r i c h .  A n d  C r e t e  h a s  b e e n  
t r u e  f r ie n d  to  E g y p t  th r o u g h  c e n tu r i e s .”

“ W e l l —w e ll. 1 a m  a lm o s t  o f  a  m in d  to  s ig n  n o  t r e a t y ,” 
d e c la r e d  H a r e m h e b , a n d  h e  h e ld  th e  lo tu s -b u d  to  h is  n o s 
tr ils . “ H o w  s w e e t is th e  b r e a t h  o f  th e  lo tu s ,  B r o n z e  W a r 
r io r !  A n d  as  to  th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e —h m . K n o w  y o u  
n o t  th e  K in g  o f  B a b y l o n  su e s  f o r  h e r ?  T o  s p e a k  n o t  o f  
y o u r  c o u n tr y m a n , th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ? ”

" O f  w h a t  s e rv ic e  to  E g y p t  w ill  a l l ia n c e  w ith  B a b y l o n  
b e ? ”  I  e x c la im e d . “ B a b y l o n  g o e s  h e r  w a y . S h e  is f a r  off  
a n d  u n f r ie n d ly . T h e  b e a u ty  o f  H a t h a n e  m o v e s  th e  K in g  
o f  B a b y l o n :  b u t  if  th e  K in g  o f  B a b y l o n  r e s o lv e s  o n  w a r  
w ith  E g y p t ,  h e  w ill  f ig h t; i f  h e  th in k s  i t  w ise  t o  k e e p  th e  
p e a c e  w ith  E g y p t ,  h e  w ill k e e p  th e  p e a c e , h e  w ill  b e  
f r ie n d s —w h e th e r  y o u  g iv e  h i m  H a t h a n e  o r  n o t .  T h e  
K in g  o f  B a b y lo n  is to o  p r o u d  a n d  fe e ls  h im s e lf  to o  g r e a t

s h o w  a n g e r ,  s h o u ld  y o u  d e n y  h is  s u i t .”

H a r e m h e b  g a v e  m e  a  s t r a n g e  g l a n c e  I c o u l d  n o t  
f a th o m . “ Y o u  a r e  a  w ise  c o u n s e lo r ,” h e  s a id  d r y ly . “ B u t  
w h a t  o f  th is  c o u n t r y m a n  o f  y o u r s ?  K n o w  y o u  h e  h a s  
s w o r n  in  m y  h e a r i n g  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  r e t u r n  to  L a b y r i n t h  
a l iv e ? ”

A n d  a g a i n  h e  s m e lle d  th e  lo tu s  in  h is  h a n d .
“ O n e  o f  u s  tw o , O  H a r e m h e b ,  w ill  n o t  r e t u r n .”
“ H e  d e l iv e r e d  y o u  to  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  A m m o n ,” s a id  

H a r e m h e b ,  r u b b in g  h is  lo n g  c h in .  “ H e  w a s  p r iv y  to  th e  
p o is o n  in  y o u r  c u p  a t  th e  f e a s t in g .”

I  w a s  s i le n t .
“ I  l ik e  n o t  d o u b le -d e a le r s  a n d  p l o t t e r s ,”  s a id  H a r e m 

h e b . “ E v e r y  P h a r a o h  u p o n  h is  t h r o n e  m u s t  d e a l  w i th  
s u c h . N o w  te l l  m e , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r :  w a s  n o t  T u t - a n k h -  
A m m o n  y o u r  e n e m y  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  G o d ? ”

“ I k n o w  n o t  th e  la t e  P h a r a o h ’s h e a r t ,”  s a id  I . “ L e t  
O s ir is  a n s w e r ! A t  t im e s , T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  w a s  f r ie n d l y .”  

“ Y o u  k n e w  h e  w a s  y o u r  f o e ,”  s a id  H a r e m h e b .  “ T h e  
in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  s is te r  H a t h a n e  a lo n e  k e p t  y o u  f r o m  t r o u 
b l e .  Y e t  y o u  s a v e d  T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  f ro n t  th e  R e d  
S e a . Why?”

“ C r e t e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  f r ie n d  to  E g y p t ,” I  s a id . " A n d  
H a t h a n e  w a s  f o n d  o f  h i m — th e  P h a r a o h  w a s  H a t h a n e ’s 
b r o t h e r .”

H a r e m h e b  g r u n t e d .  “ H e  m ig h t  h a v e  l i v e d ,”  h e  s a id ,  
a s  if  th in k in g  a lo u d ,  “ a n d  b o r n e  a  s e c o n d  s o n . H a d  h e  
l iv e d — I w o u ld  n o t  n o w  b e  r u l e r  o f  E g y p t .  I  w o n d e r — I 
w o n d e r —”

1 w a i te d ,  w a t c h in g  a  g r e e n  l iz a r d  c l im b i n g  th e  w a l l .  
“ W h e n  y o u  s a v e d  th e  P h a r a o h ,” h e  s a id , w i th  th e  d a w n  

o f  a  s m ile , “ w a s  th e  a c t  f r ie n d ly  o r  h o s t i le  to  H a r e m 
h e b ? ”

“ I t  w as  n e i t h e r ,” I  in s is te d . “ I  k n e w  y o u  n o t .”
“ I  w ill  say  t o  y o u  w h a t  I  say  to  n o  o t h e r  m a n  l i v in g ,”  

s a id  th e  m a n  s o o n  to  w e a r  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  D o u b le  
C r o w n , lo o k in g  d o w n  a g a in  a t  th e  lo tu s -b u d  in  h is  h a n d .  
“ I  d id  n o t  se e k  th is  g lo r y . I  w o u ld  r a t h e r  liv e  in  m y  
c o u n t r y  h o u s e  a n d  m a n a g e  m y  e s ta te s .  D o  y o u  se e k  to  
m a r r y  H a t h a n e  f o r  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  a l l ia n c e  w i th  E g y p t  
—o r  f o r  lo v e  o f  th e  w o m a n ? ”

I lo o k e d  H a r e m h e b  in  th e  e y e s . “ T h e  p o w e r  is n o t h 
in g  to  m e ,” I  s a id . “ I lo v e  th e  P r in c e s s .”

“ I w ill  m a k e  a  w e a k  P h a r a o h ,”  s a id  H a r e m h e b .  
“ C o m e  to  m e  a g a in  w h e n  I a m  c r o w n e d , a n ti I w ill  w eig h  
th e s e  m a t te r s  as  O s ir is  w e ig h s  th e  h e a r t .  N o w , o n e  q u e s 
t io n  m o r e —a n d  h a v in g  a n s w e r e d , le a v e  m e  to  m v  
th o u g h ts .  What think you of Haremheb?”

“ Y o u  a r e  s t e r n e r  in  th e  fa c e  th a n  in  th e  h e a r t ,”  I  a n 
s w e re d  h im . “ Y o u  w ill  r u le  E g y p t  f irm ly , g e n t ly ,  w ise ly  
—a n d  E g y p t  w ill  h a v e  p e a c e .”

T h e  g r e a t  lo r d  r o s e  a n d  b o w e d . “ I t  is a n  o r a c l e !” h e  
s a id . “ H a r e m h e b  th a n k s  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r .  W h e n  
th e  n e w  P h a r a o h  n e e d s  n e a r  h im  o n e  t r u e  in  s p e e c h  a n d  
h e a r t ,  h e  w ill  n o t  f o r g e t  t o  s u m m o n  th e  B r o n z e  W a r 
r i o r  to  T h e b e s ! ”

A n d  h e  g a v e  i n to  m y  h a n d  th e  lo tu s -b u d .
B u t  H a r e m h e b , I  to ld  m y s e lf  as  I w e n t  f r o m  h is  p r e s 

e n c e , h a d  r e v e a le d  n o t h i n g  o f  h is  p u r p o s e  a s  to  th e  
t r e a ty  o r  as  to  H a t h a n e .

H a r e m h e b  k n e w  w h a t  h e  w o u ld  d o . I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  
th e n  t h a t  h e  h a d  v e r i ly  r e v e a le d  b o th  h im s e lf  a n d  h is  p u r 
p o s e  to w a r d  H a t h a n e  a n d  to w a r d  m e .

C h a p t e r  T w e l v e

H E  w h ite  o x e n ,  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a  te w  
w e e k s, b o r e  th e  m u m m y  o f  th e  P h a r a o h  
T u t - a n k h - A m m o n  to  t h a t  c h a m b e r  in  th e  
r o c k  w h e r e , o n e  n i g h t ,  I  h a d  la i n  h id d e n  
f r o m  th e  l iv in g  k in g . A n d  I sa w  th e  
g o ld e n  c h a r i o t  p la c e d  b e s id e  th e  s p le n d id  

c a s in g  o f  th e  P h a r a o h ’s c h e s t  o f  r o c k :  a n d  I s a w  th e  lo v e ly  
s ta tu e  o f  Q u e e n  A n k h s e n p a te n  s ta n d in g  in  th e  c h a m b e r



o f  d e a th  b e s id e  h im . T h e  t r e a s u r e s  b e lo v e d  o f  T u t -  
a n k h -A m m o n  w e r e  la id  a w a y , w i th  flo w ers  a n d  w i th  f o o d ,  
w ith  h is  th r o n e -c h a i r  a n d  h is  b e d  o f  s ta te .

I b e h e ld  H a r e m h e b  th e  n e w  P h a r a o h  c r o w n e d , a n d  th e  
f o u r  w h ite  d o v e s  se t f re e  to  n o r t h  a n d  s o u th  a n d  e a s t  a n d  
w e s t, to  c a r r y  to  a l l  th e  g o d s  th e  n e w s  th a t  a  n e w  P h a r a o h  
s a t  o n  E g y p t ’s t im e le s s  th r o n e .  . . . A n d  1 s e e in g  a ll  
th in g s  n u m b ly , as  o n e  s t r i c k e n :  f o r  in d e e d  a l l  s e e m e d  lo s t  
to  m e —th e  n e w  T r e a t y ,  th e  sh ip s  o f  w a r ,  H a t h a n e  th e  
H u n tr e s s .  W e e k s  p a s s e d —a n d  I s c a r c e  k n e w  th a t  t im e  
w a s  p a s s in g .

I e m e r g e d  o n e  m o r n in g  f ro n t th e  p o r t a l  o f  th e  K in g ’s 
P a l a c e  a n d  s to o d  by th e  s to n e  h i e r a c o n s p h i n x  lo o k in g  
to w a rd  th e  G a r d e n  o f  T i y  a n d  th e  p e r s e a  tr e e s  b y  th e  
s h in in g  la k e . A n d  o n e  s p r a n g  f o r th  f ro m  b e h in d  th e  
h a w k -h e a d e d  im a g e  a n d  s tr u c k  a t  m e  w i th  h is  s w o r d .

1 sa w  th e  s h a d o w  b e f o r e  I s a w  th e  m a n , a n d  s p r a n g  
b a c k  in  t im e  o r  th a t  b lo w  w o u ld  h a v e  r iv e n  m y  s k u ll .  
A n d  m y  s w o rd  le a p e d  in to  m y  h a n d .

T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  a n d  1 f o u g h t  f u r io u s ly  b y  th e  
s p h in x .  H e  p re s se d  m e  h a r d ;  a n d  n o w  I f o u g h t  f o r  th e  
T r e a t y ,  f o r  H a t h a n e ,  f o r  life  its e lf . A t  th e  m o m e n t  o f  
p e r i l ,  I  h e a r d  a  s te p  b e h in d  m e  a n d  a  s h a d o w  fe ll s la n t 
w ise  a c ro s s  m e , a n d  th e  s h a d e  o f  a n  a r m  r a is e d  to  s tr ik e .

If I tu r n e d  m y  ey es f ro m  P h a e s to s ,  h is  s w o r d  w o u ld  b e  
in  m y  h e a r t .  I f  I a v o id e d  n o t  th e  s h a d o w -c a s tin g  a r m ,  
th e  k n if e  w o u ld  b e  in  m y  b a c k . I f o u g h t  o n  d e s p e r a te ly ,  
p r a y in g  to  th e  O n e  G o d  to  d e l iv e r  m e  f r o m  t r a i to r s .

B e h in d  m e  s o u n d e d  a  s t r a n g e  th u d  a n d  a  g r o a n ,  a n d  
a r m o r  c la n g e d  u p o n  th e  p a v e d  w a y ; a n d  a  b o d y  r o l le d  b y  
m e . A  b r o a d  a r r o w  w as  s h o t th r o u g h  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t ;  
a n d  th e  lo n g  k n if e  o f  b r o n z e  h e  h a d , r a t t l e d  to  th e  s to n e s  
a t  P h a e s to s ’ fe e t.

A s  I th r u s t  fie rc e ly  a t  P h a e s to s , h e  lo o k e d  d o w n —a n d  
m y  b l a d e  p a sse d  th r o u g h  h i m  a n d  s h iv e re d  its  p o i n t  u p o n  
th e  h i e r a c o n s p h i n x .

T h e n  I lo o k e d  b a c k . N e a r  a  c lu m p  o f  p e r s e a  tr e e s  th e  
P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e  s to o d , a n d  s e v e r a l  w i th  h e r .  A n d  h e r  
b o w  w a s  in  h e r  h a n d .

“ G o o d  h u n t in g  in  E g y p t , ’’ c a l le d  H a t h a n e ,  “ e v e n  b y  
th e  P a l a c e  o f  th e  K in g , B r o n z e  W a r r i o r !  T h e  o n e  w h o  
to o k  th e  a r r o w  w as p o is e d  to  p l a n t  h is  d a g g e r  in  y o u r  
b a c k .”

" Y o u  s h o o t  s t r a ig h t ,  O  L o tu s -f lo w e r !” I  e x c la im e d .
S h e  la u g h e d . “ I s h o o t f o r  a  p r iz e ,” s h e  s a id .
“ F o r  w h a t  p r iz e ? ” I a s k e d , s til l  to o  a s to n is h e d  a t  th e  

t r a p  f ro m  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  s a v e d  m e , t o  th in k  c le a r ly .
“ T h e  a n k li ,  th e  s a c r e d  a n k h ,” sh e  s a id . “ I h a v e  t r i 

u m p h e d ! H a v e  p a t ie n c e ,  O  s to r m y  h e a r t !  I n  y e t  a  few  
h o u r s ,  th e  a n k h  I w o n  s h a ll  b e  d e l iv e r e d  t o  y o u —a n d  o n  
Minos-eye.”

A n d  sh e  b le w  a  k iss  to  m e , la u g h e d , a n d  w a s  g o n e  u p  
th e  p a v e d  w a y  to  th e  p a l a c e  d o o r s .  . . . N o w , th e  a n k h  is 
th e  s y m b o l o f  life .

A n d  I s to o p e d  d o w n , d r e w  f o r t h  m y  b la d e , a n d  w ip e d  
i t  o n  th e  g ra s s . F o r  a  m o m e n t ,  I  lo o k e d  d o w n  u p o n  th e  
d e a d  a n d  t r e a c h e r o u s  k in g .

“ Y o u  h a d  in  y o u  s o m e  m a n h o o d , n o  d o u b t ,”  s a id  I ;  
“ b u t  th e  g o d s  n e v e r  r e v e a le d  it  to  m e . I  s le w  y o u , n o t  f o r  
th e  c r o w n  o f  P h a e s to s ,  w h ic h  M o se s  h a s  g iv e n  m e  b y  h is  
m a g ic ,  b u t  f o r  H a t h a n e  a n d  o u r  lo v e . T h e  P r in c e s s  
sa v e d  m e  f r o m  th e  d e a t h  y o u  p la n n e d .  T h e  K in g  o f  
P h a e s to s  is d e a d ! A n d  y e t—th e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  liv e s — 
f o r  I  a m  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  n o w ! C o w a r d  lo r d ,  g o o d  
n i g h t .”

I d e s c e n d e d  to  th e  r o y a l  la n d in g .  O r e s to s  to o k  m e  in  
th e  b a r k . S o  e n d e d , O  M in o s , y o u r  e n e m y  a n d  m in e .  
B u t  g iv e  y o u r  th a n k s  to  H a t h a n e ,  D i a n a  o f  E g y p t .

O r e s to s ,  o n  o u r  w a y  a c ro s s  th e  r i v e r  N i le ,  w a s  s i le n t .  
H is  u s u a lly  c h e e r f u l  f a c e  lo o k e d  s e t  a n d  s a d , a s  i f  in w a r d  
e m o t io n  s u r g e d  u p  in  h im .

" T h e  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s  is d e a d ,”  s a id  I .
“ H a !  T h e n ,  in  th is  h o u r ,  y o u  a r e  K i n g !”  h e  c r i e d .  

“ H o w  d ie d  th e  t r a i t o r  lo r d ? ”

“ B y  m y  s w o r d ,” s a id  I ,  a n d  I b a r e d  th e  b la d e  a n d  
s h o w e d  th e  b r o k e n  p o in t .

“ T h e n  y o u  d id  n o t  c h o o s e  th e  q u a r r e l  n o r  s t r ik e  th e  
first b l o w ,” s a id  O r e s to s .

" H e  a m b u s h e d  m e  b y  th e  g r e a t  h i e r a c o n s p h i n x  as  y o u  
c o m e  d o w n  f r o m  th e  p o r t a l  o f  th e  D o u b le  H o u s e ,”  sa id  
I . “ H e  h id  b e h in d  th e  h a w k -h e a d e d  s to n e ;  b u t  I  sa w  h is  
s h a d o w  a n d  d o d g e d  in  t i m e .”

“ T h e r e  w a s  m o r e  to  it  th a n  t h a t ,”  s a id  O r e s to s .  “ Y o u  
e v e r  s p a r e d  h is  li fe , b e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  in  s u c c e s s io n . I t  
w a s  a  t r a p ? ”

“ M e ta l  b o o ts  c r u n c h e d  o n  th e  p a v e m e n t  b e h in d  m e , 
a n d  a  s e c o n d  s h a d o w  fell a c ro s s  m e —a y e , th e  s h a d o w  o f  
a n  u p l i f te d  a r m . I  w a s  w a i t in g  f o r  th e  b lo w , p r a y i n g  th e  
m a il  u n d e r  m y  t u n i c  w o u ld  t u r n  th e  b r o n z e , w h e n  I 
h e a r d  a th u d  a n d  a  g r o a n .  A  m a ile d  o n e  fe ll lik e  a  m e a l-  
s a ck  a n d  r o l le d  p a s t  m y  fe e t, a n d  th e  b r o n z e  k n if e  m e a n t  
f o r  m y  h e a r t  c l a t t e r e d  to  th e  to e s  o f  P h a e s to s ’ g o ld e n  b o o ts .”

“ H o w  d ie d  th e  d o g ? ” c r ie d  O r e s to s .
“ B y  a  b r o a d  a r r o w ,” s a id  I , “ t h a t  s m o te  h i m  th r o u g h  

a n d  t h r o u g h .  A n d  I d a r e d  n o t  ta k e  m y  ey es f r o m  P h a e s 
to s , w h o  w as  m a k in g  m e  ju m p  f o r  m y  l i f e ’s s a k e , O r e s to s ;  
a n d  h a v in g  b lo c k e d  a b lo w  a n d  r e c o v e r e d ,  I  th r u s t .  A t  
t h a t  m o m e n t ,  P h a e s to s  s ta r e d  d o w n  a t  th e  k n if e . M y  
b la d e  to o k  h im  in  th e  h e a r t  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  a g a i n s t  th e  
s p h in x  a t  h is  b a c k .”

“ B y  w h a t  h a n d  b e c a m e  y o u  K in g  o f  P h a e s to s ? ” e x 
c la im e d  O r e s to s .

“ B y  th e  h a n d  o f  th e  D i a n a  o f  E g y p t ,” s a id  I .
“ T h e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e ! ” c r ie d  L o r d  O r e s to s .
" S h e  s to o d  b y  th e  p e r s e a  tr e e s  s o u t h w a r d  o f  th e  g r e a t  

d r iv e , a n d  h e r  b o w  w a s  in  h e r  h a n d .  A n d  sh e  s o  l i t t le ,  s o  
d e l i c a te ,  tu r n e d  n o t  a  h a i r  a t  th e  d e a th -s c e n e , b u t  c r ie d ,  
‘G o o d  h u n t i n g  in  E g y p t ! ’ a n d  w e n t  i n to  th e  P a l a c e  
a g a i n .”

A s I s p o k e , I  g la n c e d  to w a r d  Minos-eye, w h ic h  w e  w e r e  
n e a r in g —a n d  th e r e ,  t ie d  u p  to  h e r  s id e , la y  a  lo n g  b la c k  
g a l le y ; a n d  th e  p e n n a n t  o f  th e  d o lp h in  a t  h e r  m a s t -h e a d .

“ A  c o u r i e r  f r o m  th e  G r e a t  K i n g !” I  c r i e d .  “ O r e s to s ,  
w h y  w e r e  y o u  s i l e n t !”

“ T h e r e  is n e w s  f r o m  C r e t e ,”  s a id  O r e s to s ,  lo o k in g  
d o w n . “ A g r e s te s  a w a its  y o u  in  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  w i th  th e  
iv o r y  b o x .”

N o w , O  M in o s , I k n e w  o f  c o u r s e , w h e n  h e  n a m e d  
th e  iv o ry  b o x ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h a t  g o ld  a n d  iv o r y  c a s k e t  in  
w h ic h  y o u  s e n d  f o r t h  r o y a l  d isk s . A n d  I a sk  y o u r  f o r 
g iv e n e s s , O  K in g  o f  K in g s —f o r  I h a v e  b r o k e n  th e  iv o ry  
b o x .

I k n e w  a t  o n c e  e v e n ts  o f  m o m e n t  w o u ld  t r a n s p i r e  to  
m e  o u t  o f  L a b y r i n t h .  M y  h e a r t  g r e w  h e a v y  w i th  
f o r e b o d in g .

1 b o a r d e d  th e  g a l le y  in  h a s te  a n d  r a n  d o w n  th e  s te p s  to  
th e  R o y a l  H o u s e . L o r d  A g r e s te s  s to o d  b y  th e  th r o n e -  
s e a t , th e  g o ld  a n d  iv o ry  c a s k e t  o f  M in o s  in  h is  h a n d .  
A n d  th e  f la m e s  f r o m  th e  a la b a s t e r  la m p  s e e m e d  p la t in g  
h is  f ig u re  w ith  g o ld . I , w o rd le s s , to o k  f r o m  h im  th e  c a s 
k e t  o f  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s , a n d  b r o k e  th e  se a ls , a n d  d r e w  
f o r t h  th e  r o y a l  d isk s .

A g r e s te s  w e n t  d o w n  o n  o n e  k n e e  to  m e , a n d  c r i e d :  “ S it  
d o w n  b e f o r e  y o u  r e a d ,  O  L o r d  o f  m e n !”

I a n s w e r e d  m e c h a n ic a l l y :  “ I a m  n o t y e t  k in g —”
B u t  h e  w a s  s i le n t .  S o  I s a t in  M in o s  s e a t  a n d  m y  ey es  

fe ll u p o n  th e  to p m o s t  d is k ; a n d  I  r e a d :
T o  M v T r u e  L ord, M yen id es  K ing o f  H aggia, 

G r e e t in g :
A n d  I s p r a n g  u p .  T h e  p r e c io u s  c a s k e t  o f  iv o ry  a n d  

g o ld  s m a s h e d  u p o n  th e  c a b in  d e c k .
“ A la s ,  th e  M in o s ’ b o x ! ”  c r i e d  A g r e s te s .
“ O  G o d  o f  G o d s !” I  c r i e d ,  r a i s in g  m y  a r m s  h ig h . "My 

father is dead.”
“ I  h a v e  w o r d  o f  th is  a l s o ,” s a id  A g r e s te s .  " I  lo v e d  h im  

to o , e v e n  a s  a  so n  lo v e s  a  f a th e r  o f  h is  b l o o d .  B u t  th e r e



is o t h e r  n e w s. You are to spread wings for Crete this night!’’ 
I  s a n k  b a c k  in to  th e  r o y a l  s e a t , a n d  fell in to  a  s o r t  o f  

t r a n c e .  P r e s e n tly  I b e c a m e  a w a r e  I w a s  a lo n e .  B u t  
th e r e  w a s  a  f la g o n  o f  w in e  b e s id e  m e , a n d  a n  e le c t r o n  c u p ,  
A n d  I p o u r e d  a  b r im m i n g  c u p  a n d  d r a n k ,  a n d  f ille d  a n d  
d r a n k  a g a in .

A la s , O  G r e e n  Is le  o f  m y  b i r t h !  I n  o n e  f ie rce  b lo w  I 
lo se —m y  f a th e r  a n d  m y  L o tu s -f lo w e r !

F r o m  H a t h a n e ,  l a t e r  o n  th a t  d a y  o f  o u r  s a i l in g , th e r e  
c a m e  a  l i t t le  s t r ip  o f  p a r c h m e n t ,  o n  w h ic h  h e r  s c r ib e  h a d  
w r it t e n :

BELOVED:
You have lost a father and I  a friend. Moses the 

Prophet once told m e: “Blessed are you among the daugh
ters o f Egypt, O H athane! Though your house shall be 
abased, yet you shall becom e queen in a far land and rule 
with him to whom your heart cleaves, and you shall bear 
him sons.”

Sorrow not, O true one! T he end is not yet, nor the 
Bronze Warrior forgotten in the Double House. Even 
in this hour o f death I salute you, my Lord, with the ankh 
o f LITE.

T he Lord our Unknown God, the One, hold you in the 
hollow o f his hand!

Hathane,
Princess o f Egypt

1 w e n t f o r th  f ro m  th e  g a l le y , to o k  th e  l i t t le  b a r k , a n d  
c ro ss e d  th e  r iv e r .  A n d  I w as p a c in g  to w a r d  th e  G a r 
d e n  o f  T i y ,  w h e n  th e r e  a p p e a r e d  s e v e r a l  w a lk in g  b a c k  
f ro m  th e  s h in in g  la k e . A n d  o n e  o f  th e s e  c a m e  o n  a n d  
s to p p e d  by m e .

B e h o ld , it  w a s  th e  n e w  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b , a n d  th e  
l f o u b l e  G r o w n  o f  E g y p t  w as u p o n  h is  h e a d . A n d  to  h im  
f o r  th e  first t im e  I r a is e d  b o th 1 a r m s  in  r o y a l  s a lu te .

A n d  b e h o ld , th e  g r im -f a c e d  o n e  ra is e d  h is  a r m s  a ls o  
a n d  g a v e  m e  b a c k  th e  s a lu te  d u e  a  k in g .

“ T h e  g o d s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  s o r r o w  to  y o u r  h o u s e ,” sa id  
H a r e m h e b . “ I s a lu te  y o u , K in g  o f  H a g g ia .  T h e  T r e a t y  
is s ig n e d ; y o u  g e t  y o u r  s h ip s  o f  w a r . B u t  th e r e  w as  a ls o  
a n o th e r  m a t t e r —a  s e c o n d  s u it  t h a t  y o u  la id  b e f o r e  m e ? ” 

I b o w e d  m y  h e a d .
“ S u c h  m a t te r s  as th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  th e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  

P h a r a o h  a r e  d e c id e d  n o t  b y  th e  P h a r a o h  o n ly , b u t  b y  th e  
K in g ’s C o u n c i l ,” sa id  h e . “ S u re ly  y o u  k n o w  th is ! A n d  
y o u  a r e  a w a r e  a ls o  t h a t  th e  K in g  o f  B a b y l o n  su es f o r  
H a t h a n e .  A n d  y o u  k n o w  it  w o u ld  h a v e  in f lu e n c e  w ith  
th e  C o u n c i l  to  k n o w  th a t  th e  p r in c e  w h o  su e s  f o r  H a t h 
a n e  is n o w  a  k in g . Y e t  y o u  w e r e  s i le n t .  W h y ? ”

“ O  R is in g  S u n !” I e x c la im e d . “ Y o u r  h e a r t  is ju s t .  
T h e r e f o r e  I w a s  c o n t e n t  to  le t th in g s  lie  as  th e y  w e r e  b e 
tw e e n  u s . F o r  I sa id  to  m y  h e a r t ,  w h ic h  b u r n e d  w ith in  
m e , th is  r u l e r  o f  m e n  h a s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e y o n d  t h a t  o f  
th e  P h a r a o h  w h o  is d e a d . H e  k n o w s  w e ll w h o  a r e  h is  
f r ie n d s , w h o m  h e  c a n  tr u s t .

“ P r in c e  o r  K in g , I sh a ll  k n o w  m y  s u it  is sa fe  w h e n  in  
th e  H a l l  o f  S ta te  th e  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b  sits  in  ju d g 
m e n t .  L e t  y o u r  d e c is io n , O  K in g  o f  K in g s , b e  m o v e d  n o t  
by p r in c e s h ip  n o r  b y  k in g h o o d .

“ T o  w h o se  k e e p in g  w ill th e  P h a r a o h  d e l iv e r  th e  d a u g h 
te r  o f  P h a r a o h ?  W h a t  h o u s e  s h a ll  b e  m a d e  s t r o n g  by th e  
b lo o d  o f  th e  r u le r s  o f  E g y p t?  I a m  as I a m . T h e  P r i n 
cess H a t h a n e  is a  t r e a s u r e  b e y o n d  je w e ls , b e y o n d  g o ld ,  
b e y o n d  k in g d o m s . I ask  ju s t ic e  f ro m  th e  P h a r a o h —f o r  
h e r , th e  w o m a n , a n d  f o r  m e , th e  m a n .”

“ I h e a r ,  a ls o , t h a t  y o u  m u s t  s a il to n i g h t ,” s a id  H a r e m 
h e b , “ fo r  I to o  h a v e  le t te r s  f ro m  M in o s . A t  w h a t  h o u r  
d o  y o u  s a il? ”

“ W e  s h a ll  d r o p  d o w n r iv e r  by lig h t o f  th e  fu ll  m o o n ,  
o n e  h o u r  a f t e r  s u n s e t , th e  g o d s  p e r m i t t i n g ,” I  to ld  h im .

“ R e t u r n  to  y o u r  g a l le y ,” h e  s a id . “ G o  n o t  a b r o a d .  
B e tw e e n  n o w  a n d  th e n , I w ill  c o m e  in  s ta te ,  b e a r in g  th e  
T r e a t y  w ith  L a b y r i n t h ,  a n d  f o r  y o u —a  g i f t ,  w h ic h  I  a sk  

o u  to  a c c e p t  in  m e m o r y  o f  y o u r  v is i t  in  E g y p t .”

“ T h e  G o d  o f  G o d s  m a k e  p r o s p e r o u s  y o u r  r e i g n !”
H e  b o w e d  w i th o u t  a n s w e r . I r e tu r n e d  to  th e  s h ip .
N o r  c o u ld  I ,  k n o w in g  E g y p t  a n d  th e  g u i le  o f  k in g s , b e  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  I  h a d  r e a d  a r ig h t  th e  h e a r t  o f  H a r e m h e b .  
Y e t  s u r e ly  t h a t  s te r n  f a c e  b e f o o le d  th e  w o r ld !  W h a t  
were th e  th o u g h ts  o f  H a r e m h e b  u n d e r  t h a t  h e a v y  D o u 
b le  C r o w n ?

A n d  I s a t in  th e  R o y a l  H o u s e  a n d  s w e a te d  in  th e  
a g o n y  o f  w a i t in g .  M u s t  I s a il  f o r  C r e t e  a n d  le a v e  m y  
s o u l in  T h e b e s ?  B u t  sh e  h a d  p r o m is e d  sh e  w o u ld  s e e  m e  
a g a i n —o n c e  a g a i n —e r e  w e  s p r e a d  th e  r e d  l e a t h e r ,  e r e  w e  
m o v e d  th e  g r e a t  s w e e p s . O n c e  a g a i n !

T h e  t r u m p e ts  r a n g  o n  th e  s h o r e . A n d  I r a n  u p  f ro m  
th e  c a b in .

B e h o ld  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  n ig h t  w as as  if  b a th e d  in  th e  
l ig h t  o f  tl ie  s u n ! A  th o u s a n d  to r c h e s  tu r n e d  to  d a y  th e  
w h a r f  a n d  th e  n e a r -b y  s h o r e . A n d  th e r e  w e re  a r r a y e d  
th e  E g y p t ia n  h o s t , th e  h o rs e s  a n d  th e  c h a r io t s ,  th e  a r m o r  
b u r n in g  in  th e  l ig h t ,  th e  r o y a l  p e n n a n ts  f ly in g , th e  g r e a t  
d r u m s  th r o b b i n g ;  a n d  th e  r o y a l  f a n -b e a r e r s  c a m e  a b o a r d  
Min os-eye, a n d  th e  L o r d s  o f  C o u n c i l .

T h e n  c a m e  th e  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b . A n d  a f t e r  h im  
e ig h t  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  P h a r a o h ,  b e a r in g  th e  r o y a l  l i t t e r  o f  
th e  P r in c e s s  H a t h a n e .  A y e , I  k n e w  w e ll its p u r p le  h a n g 
in g s  sew n  w ith  b lu e  g e m s  t h a t  g l im m e r e t l  lik e  b lu e  w a 
te rs  in  th e  t o r c h l i g h t —a n d  its  r o y a l  p lu m e s  so  r e d  a n d  
w h ite  to s s in g  in  th e  n o r t h  w in d ! A n d  th e  l i t te r ,  th e y  set 
d o w n  u p o n  th e  d e c k  b e f o r e  m e .

T h e  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b  a d v a n c e d  to  m e e t  m e . H e  
b o r e  in  h is  le f t  h a n d  th e  s c e p te r  a n d  in  h is  r ig h t  tw o  
p a p y r u s  r o lls  b o u n d  t o g e th e r  w i th  s ilk e n  c o r d s  r e d  a n d  
w h ite .  A n d  H a r e m h e b  s a id :

“ T o  y o u , M v e n id e s  th e  B r o n z e  W a r r i o r ,  K in g  o f  H a g 
g ia ,  F r i e n d  o f  th e  P h a r a o h ,  w e  E g y p t  d e l iv e r  a  p e r p e t u a l  
t r e a ty  o f  f r ie n d s h ip . W i t h  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  C o u n c i l ,  
w e s e n d  a f t e r  y o u  te n  s h ip s  o f  w a r  fu lly  m a n n e d  a n d  
a r m e d .

“ In  m e m o r y  o f  y o u r  s ta y , a n d  b e c a u s e  in  th e  d is a s te r  o f  
th e  R e d  S e a  y o u  s a v e d  th e  P h a r a o h  T u t- a n k h -A m m o n  
f ro m  th e  w a te r s ’ r a g e ,  w e  g iv e  to  y o u  t h a t  o b j e c t  m o s t  
p r e c io u s  in  y o u r  s ig h t ;  .th e  r o y a l  l i t t e r  o f  th e  P r in c e s s  
H a t h a n e !  M a y  y o u r  G o d  g iv e  y o u  a  sw ift a n d  sa fe  
v o y a g e !”

B l in d e d  b y  m y  te a r s , m y  h e a r t  b r e a k in g  a t  th e  d is a p 
p o i n t m e n t  o f  th e  g i f t ,  a t  first I d id  n o t  see th e  p u r p le  c u r 
ta in s  p a r t i n g ,  th e  s m a ll  d e a r  f ig u re  d e s c e n d in g .

“ O  m y  B ro n z e  W a r r i o r ! ” c r ie d  a  so ft v o ic e .
D a r k ly  lo v e ly  in  d i a p h a n o u s  r o b e s , H a t h a n e  th e  

D a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h  c a m e  to  m e . In  h e r  le f t  h a n d  sh e  
b o r e  a  r o y a l  o s t r i c h  p l u m e ; in  h e r  r i g h t ,  th e  s a c r e d  a n k h  
o f  life . A n d  in to  m y  s h a k in g  h a n d  s h e  p a s s e d  h e r  
je w e le d  a n k h .

“ O  L o r d  m y  K i n g !” s h e  c r ie d  in  t r e m b l in g  v o ic e .  
“ I n t o  y o u r  k e e p in g , b e y o n d  th e  m e a s u r e s  o f  t im e , I  d e 
l iv e r  th e  B a  a n d  th e  K h a  a n d  th e  K h u  a n d  th e  B o d y  ol 
th e  D a u g h t e r  o f  P h a r a o h ! ”

T h e  s te r n -f a c e d  P h a r a o h  H a r e m h e b  lo o k e d  a t  m e , n o r  
d id  h e  s m ile .

“ D id  y o u  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,” h e  a s k e d , “ w h e n  I g a v e  y o u  
th e  lo tu s -b u d ? ”

■ O Unknown God! Since 
time is nothing 

in your sight, but love 
etern a l-

preserve these disks!
J Myenides the Bronze Warrior, 

King o f Haggia and of 
j Phaestos upon Crete.
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